
MOLD~VARPS SPELEOLOGICAL GROUP NEWSLETTER JULY 1973.

The Isle of _S~]le, Easter 1973.

The third yisit by MSG members to the Beinn an Dubhaich
regi on, •the first two .be 'i ng in Apr i l and September 1971, . A
full speleological r eport on the wor k done an~ ar~ascovered

will appear in the near future. Meanwhile a brief account wil
suffice ~

Personnel involved wer e Nev· Andrews and PFR, as the
11 exp.l.crati on and surveying team", Meg Mellors, P'ru Johnson and
Carol Parker. As usual, others had intended to come; but had
not - Colin had been spirited away on a goodwill journey to the
Co~tinent with a flock of schoolchildren etc. etc. Pxpedition
transport consisted of Pru's and PFR's vehicles - both of which,
contrary to g eneral expectation, completed the journay wi t hou t
incident • . A brief day-by-day blow-by-blow acco~nt of caving,
wea t he r conditions~ etc. follows:-

Thursday 19th April
Arrived at the traditional campsite on the beach at Camas Malag
at about 7.-)0, after 13 hours of driving. Inclement weather,
wi l d and win~y night.
Frid~20th April
Wea t her "changeable" to say the least. In the morning met George
a goology student engBg ed in mapping the Bei nn an Dubhaich area ­
an i nva l uabl e enc ou~te r , since we wer e informed where the caves
on the 'N side'of the hill were. In the afternoon we went for a
preliminary ramble ov or t hat part of the area, with George, and
were shown a multiplicity of cave ent rances . PFR (in 'non-caving'
g ear) explored the 70' long Slit Cave, and .got we t and muddy. The
roomy and dry Uamh an T-Sill ( where we were informed a small party
of GSG members had found h~unan r emains the previous week) was
also visited. Theevcming and night were again wild', wet and
wi ndy , and the t.errt s began to suffer from snapped guys etc.
Saturday 21st April
In the morning found more hospitable~commodation - a caravan at
Kilbride House, and cheerfully vacated wind blasted camp site.
Af t e r moving and r esettling, went up on to Nside of Beinn an
Dubhaich, and surveyed Uamh an T-Sill (200' long, 32 1 deep) • . Then
moved about -5mile to the W, 'and went down a hole seen the previous
afternoon, right on the grani te/lim'estone contact ..:.. NA managed to
bypass both ,PFR and the low section by a .tight rOQf ox-bow, and
the low section was then dug out to allow PFR .to pass, as far as
another squeeze about 40' on - from here NA went on alone, to the
end - the passage shut down to a 6" wide rift. On the return
journey, a grade 3 survey wa s carri ed out - total l ength 210'"
depth perhaps c.40'. Named Uamh an T~Shelf.

Easter Sunday 22nd April .
Fine weather at last. Church in morning, af te r noon to Glen Brittle
to attempt to find Crocan Cave, an unusual sea cave mentioned in
CRG newsletters of about 20 years ago. Searched the cliffs for
2 miles or so, ·no cave found - whe r e is it? Magnificent scenery
and views of the CullinG
Monday 23rd April
Up the All t nan Leac valley in the mo rrring , and found Upper Valley
Head Cave ~ a new C B.VG ne ar the sink for Uamh Cinn Ghlinn (Valley
Head Cave) which had been found the previous year. A 10' deep
hole drops into the streamway, upstreillfi Q wet crawl to an exit
at the stream sink itself - via a nasty duck. Dom~stream easier .
going to VI/her e the s t r eamway almost sumps (there is a c. 2" airspace
and a draught - ' not attempted). Just back from thi s , a hole
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in the roof was found, into a pQssage appar8ntly not entered
previously. Pushed a l ong this in a downstream direction,
passing ove r' the sump, for 50 I or so, very tight and .shar-p , but
became too tight just wh8re the stream could be heard again -
so 'nea r and yet so far. Frustrated. Returned down ,valley, and
r elocated aho18 PF~ had dug at two , years ,p revi ou sl~ - now called
Old C~VG (or the Gaelic equivalent when we find it) - high in cliffs
about 300yds. ,downvalley from Uarnh Cinn Ghlinn. ,A short tight
rift",op:e,ns : into a 6 1 high chamber, exi ts completely choked by
fill',' obviously part of something very ancient. Length 25'.

Obsc rved in the distance wha t was assumed to be the womenfolk
of the party bringing up the packed Lunc he.a. « . in hope of food, ,
pursued", them, , t<;> find that , "they' wer e Ln fact a par-ty of Mendip
cavGrs, thinking they were finding everything, in the vallGY for
the first ',' time. Enf'o rm .sd them that they, v.rer2 not - -wh e r-eupon
thcy departed. Meanwhi l e , Meg, Pru and Carol had descended on
Uamh Sgeinnc, pr-ovc dvtho first 1. fork, L~ft unentered on the
initial, expl orat i on in September 1971, to merely be a short ox-bow
andre-opcned the Top bnt iance t o the system. " ,

In the afternoon PFR po tt G r~d very slowly down the Allt nan
Leac i t s oLf to the s ea, checking numer-ous nooks and crannies, .bu t
finding nothing of importancc.
Tue_sday ' 24th Apr~l "

' I n the mornlng a pace-and-compass survey of the many holes
in the woods on the N side of Be i nn an )ubhc:l..i ch was commenced ,
and one or t wo short C;:W8S t.he r-e oxp Lor-ed . In tihe af t ernoon most
of thG party went to s ec Portree and the storr, whilst PFR, 'havi ng
se en' thesG b ofore,continued wande r i ng ,i n ,t he woods " and :f ound one
or' two ' 'mor e small ' cavos , and a stream that sank in its bed and did
not reappear 10CQlly at all ~ half a mile of dry gorge. In the
gorge a "small hol,e 'wa s dug out an provod to Lead into 20' of ' cave
stcpply ~o s c0nding to a chamb8r wi t h a deep muddy pool di r ec t l y
benoa 't;h 'the su f ac G stream bed. 'No way on.
Wednesday 25th !p'r i l
NA and MGg departe.d in the carly hours of the morning on the long
drive south. The remainder of the party, after shopping in
Br-oadf'oz-d , .r-e tu rne d YGt again to Uamh and T-Sill, thts time , to
take some photographs. Al s o in the mnrning, the stremn sink at
Uamh an Ar d Achadh (High Pasture Cave" - the 850' long cave found '
by a party from London the previous year) was fluoresceined. '

In the , afternoon, PFR and Carol hsd ,a t rip down Uamh an Ard
Achadh - a most impressive C2.VC, having a roomy well decorated
streamway up to 20' high, enlivened by an casy duck, a '12'
waterfall to climb down and a few Loos o boulders .'1'he cave ends
in 'a boulder choke, quite ,final - probably correlatable with a
majorcollapsG area on the surface. Aga i n , some photgraphs Wdr13
takGn'. Emerging, a small hoLe in tihc woods nearby wa s chec ke d ,
but proved to ,be t horoughlychoked l2 1 down, and then the nearest
sizeablo ,r i s i n€: was visitGd, just in timiJ to se~th;J fluorescein
emerge after 7t hours undorground (distance about -5-mile). " ,

In thc ' eV8ning Elgol was visited, and a magnificent stormy
suns e t b uh.i nd t he:: Cui l l i n seon. · ' ,
Thursday 26th April
Returned s outh, an Ilt hour journey, vi siting Eothwell Castle
(lanarkshiro) en route. ,
Resul ting from subs equorrt cc r-r-capond ence the London Group 'who found"
Uanlh an Ard Achadh have sent us their results for us to publish
with ours. Slow correspondence with GSG is still in progress.
A full r eport wi t h survGYs on all our results in Skye may form
part of Journal 7 or be published separately. ..

!.

.'.,

" . P. F. ; Ryd e r-;
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DGVisJi~lGSurvey

MSG parties have made some 10 forays into the complexities
of Devis and the survey is well advanced. Most of the .a cc ess i bl e
level has been surveyed (about 4600 ft.) the main exception being
the E. and S.E. branch levels. The dang erous parts of West
Level extensively follow a widened natural nft and some 500 ft.
of small naturalpassages occur near the end (2 foreheads at
narrow natural f'Laauras }, This scc t i on was cautiously surveyed
and no further visits are planned or recommended~ In the main
cav~rn area nearer the entrance some 3200 ft. of passage have
been surveyed with pe1'ha11s 500 ft. still to be done on the E.
side and650 ft. surveyed on the W. side vvit h perhaps a li ttle
more to come. Vii th othe r natural oddments here and there Devis
may reach the elusive target of 1 mile of intact natural passage.
Of cours G, if one counts the natural passage that the miners
converted into leval the target is assured.
N.B . The drum in thG entrance crawl is still only 15 ins.
diameter:

KirkdalG finale
MSG Journal 6 sees the publication of the Kirkdale survey.

Resulting from this work, the popular rumours about through
trips to Kirkby Moorside, and a discr..:lpancy in a 19th century
survey, some possible digs were identified. The first digging
trip early last December (DAY and GS) eliminated 2 of the prospects
and a trip ' on the 8th June (IDW and GS) gained 4ft. of pass9.ge
and el i mi na t ed the last prospect. Passages continue but appear
tu dip down below the fill lev~l and the low pas~ages are not
conducive to major digs. In Journal 6 an additional footnote
(by PFR) on the; Kirkdal e article suggests Kirkdalo Cave formerly
carri ed Bodge Beck (the nearby stream)~ stuart Hodgson contests
this and supports t.he Kirby Moorside theory claiming that a line
of shakeholes used to stretch along this proposed route but
have mostly been filled . in by farmers.

Down South
The southern detatchment of MSG have been active in some

Magnesium limestone caves of their area. The ' famous Cresswell
Crags caves on thG Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire boundary were
found to be rather more extensive than their reputation (and
write-up in Caves of Derbyshire) , would suggest (onG was
perhaps 500 - 1000 ft. long!). PFR has ent Gr ed into correspondence
with various bodies re access for survey work but the situation
is complicated and may take some time despite optimistic
beginnings. Near Cresswell, Langwi th Cave has been expLo'r-ed
and a sketch ~lan mado. The l ength is about 100 ft. In the
Conisborough~Narmswortharea, a disused railway cutting was
found containing sever c.L cave entrances. Vari ous rifts and
small chambers were Gxploredo Details of these will appGar in
Northern Caves!

In another disused railway cutting in Pleasley Vale several
open holes were found and one entered a rift leading to a pitch.
On a return visit this was descended for 15ft. and more rifts
small chambers and desc ents found giving a total depth of about
85 ft.
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MSG Journal 6

This is · now' available and full members will receive a
copy wi th this newsletter. As'soc.i at o members and others
will receive an advertisement and order form. Get your copy
NOW.

New Members

Since the last newsletter we wel come the following new
members:- Ian V/ oods , Jvan Gibson, Alan Ril es and Ernie Shield.
We now have a four strong Newcastle conting~nt who may like to
organise themselves and cave more r egularly together. There are
signs of growing interJst in caving intho North Bast and the
presant set up of casual trips at short notivG are not very
helpful for novices who want to gain expe r i ence . Many of our
current proj ects involve tight wet passages and are most
unsuitable v enues for new starts. I think the ' time draws near
when wo wi l l have to l ay aside some time for pro-arranged well
pUblicised meets of l~rger numbers, particularly if .we want to
replenish our r anks. All recently joined members may va s h to
be r eminded of the exi s t ence of Wi nter i ngs our cottage near
Gunn8rside - Details from and bookings to Dave Atkings, 48
Trafalgar Terrac 2, Darlington.

Library
New members and old may wish to know of the ~xistence of 'the
MSG library. This has a good s election of other clubs' journals
in it whi ch are available fo r .l oan to members • .In addition, I
have quit e a . larg er personal collection which may be borrowed
by members. If you want to borrow by post (a list of what
there ' is will .be put ,.i n -tho next newsletter) Let vme know and I :

, ~ ~ - .... Y'\ r1, t hem, When you r-cccfve them note th~ cost of the ..
.l.Ju S Gag0 and enclose that amount (in stamps) when you return them.
In addition, I may be able to ~rovide information on other
topics G.g. caving equipment, techniques, (J t c . , so ifyou .want
to know, drop~me a line. J

G. stevens.

Other News
---- The 1973 National Speleological. Conference will be held '
at Trent Polytechnic, Nottingham on the lOth-16th September.
After our resounding success with last year's exhibit we are
hoping to make a good effort this year, proferably with more
supporters .. If you want to go contact GS and we will see what
transport/acco~nodation is ne eded. '. .

The r esponse to the DCRO questionnaire has been insufficient
to revitalise the organisation. We are presently exploring the
pORq i.hili ty of the various fell r-es cue t oams havf.ng a list of .
~> ve 'rs for preliminary search/rescue in underground incidents.

Vi e would then use thoir organisation and ball-out procedure.
Failing this, it \u l l just have to be acc epted that parts of
our area are ess entially non-rescue areas.

Correspondence is in progress to determino the future of
Fairy Holes, Wea r dal e , at the hands of APCM. Presently some
2000 ft. have been quarried away. In the immediate future
Boulder chamber wi l l be r emoved (can you remove a chamber?)
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but it is not yet clear what is planned in years to come•
..;.. ". '- .

other Caving News

During a ·recent Winterings weekend, the caves of Swinnergill
were expiored and the Kirk and main cave were surveyed (again~)
Rumour · h~s. it that the Grade 4/5 survey agre ed allnost perfectly
vii t11. the · old Grade 2/3 survoyr PFR managed to divert all' of
Swini18rgill into a sink near the caves so please correct your
ordnance survey maps. In Gunnerside Gill both the shaft .
.entrances to Sir Francis level were found to .be blocked l.eaving
the original entrance as th~ only access point. This, however,
is g~ted and padlocked. . .

AH r eports that earli cr this year he found the entrance to
Wi ndegg lovel had collapsed; he dug it out and gaindd access but
r2ports that it was Gxtremely unsafe and likely to collapse again '
f a i r l y soon. "

SH has visited the GS dig in Lancaster HoLe and is now enthusiastic
a bou t it. A r eturn visit is ne cded - any volunteers?

l~RT haye :found another link .i n the Fairbottom Series of caves
ne ar Birkwi the The cave is said to be over 200 ft. long'.

Preston C.C. , have made progress in Ouakingi Po't , The rift at
tho old bottom, proviously thought to be too ·tight has yielded
a bou t 100ft. of pa.ssage and a further 200 f:t. 'of depth to the
hea~ of a pitch. '

ULSA have found two 15ft. de ep pots on Mickle Fell

~.~.§.@..t~:.§ a NorthernDales Caver m~ _encounter Peter FR

The main drawback in pr'e s errt.ing Cl 'br ,i ef' des cr i p t i on of the
common fo"ssils a caver is likely to' encounter in , the Northern
Dales, in a .newsletter such as this~ is the lack df f acility. for
providing reasonable illustrations .":"" scr-atchy semi-legible .
diagrams on tho. stencils (a.n MSG ',t r a di tion of , old) this time '
not having been attempted. The interestec). r,'ender is re'ferred ·t o
the many palaeontological texts avaa Lab'Le'.. notably the' booklets
produced by the British Museum (Natural History)- - "British ,
Palaeozoic Fossils" and "Bri tish Mos oz o'i c Fos .sils" will be the mo st
useful. .

Fossils encountered by the caver wi.Ll, of course predominantly
be in limestones, since most caves are ~ tlms ~Gstrictingthe
initial rang e of environments in which the organisms lived to
those within. warm calcareous 'seas, gen0ra~ly of shallow depth
a s found on continental shelves .and similarly shallow areas

. ~~~ts ' of the tropics today.
The most common fossils soen in Carboniferous Limestone

in the Northern Dales are probably corals, brachiopods, and ..
crinoids. ~oth Main and Undersott Limestones of the Yoredale
Series contain bands of solitary rugose corals (Coelenterata),
generally Dibunophyllum. On exposed rock surfaces, these
commonly app ea.r a s small discs ' or ovals, often i" - 1" diameter"
showing a marked radial structure (which crinoid ossicles do not).
COffil')ound, as opposed to soli t a.ry corals, ahow a much more social
approach to life, with many of the tubular individuals (corallites) . .. '
in close contact - the corals well seen in DGvis Hole (Lithostrotion?

- I have not Y0t 'had an oppor-turri ty to examf nc a specimen closelY) '
and Keld Heads ,(p r oba bl y -I )ons da el i a ) are of this type. ,,-
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Brachiopods (not molluscs, which ar~ lamellibranchs and
qui te a si3parate family) are a group of shelled mar-i.ne animals .
very important in the Carboniferous, but much less so at the
pr-oserrt day. The usuaL vt'orm seem in the Yoredale Limestones .
is the prqminJntGigantoproductus - up to 911 across, especially
abundant in the MiddlG (West Scrafton Pot and Smarber Beck Head)

. Limestono, which in the Alston Block was. t0rmedt by" the miners,
the'Cockleshcll Limestone' due to the abundance of these fossils
(note that cockle shells are actuallylr:lmellibranchs, and thus
cannot really be compared wi t h gigantoproductids - thus reflecting
rz,thor sadly on thJ pa.l.aoorrto.Logd ca.L knc wl.edge of the miners).
Smaller brachiopods are locally abuhdant? especi a l l y in the more
s andy f acies of tho Mai n Limestone "in Lower Swaledale (e.g~

Whi t cl i f f e · Scar, and Slea Gill)." "
Crinoi ds (Bchinoder.mata, relat~d to the modern sea urchins)

are usually represented by their stem ossioles, the stems in life
supporting "a cup-shap 8c1 body 18.rgely compos 8d of mouth, surrounded
by fivG t Gntacla-like a rms (body and a rms together bGing commonly
and superbly logically refGrred to as t he 'head') . . These 'heads',
being very fragil~, "a r e r 0aly found fossil, but the stem os sd cLes ,
and vvhol e scw t i uns of at em, are in"places so abund ant as to comprise
the bulk of the lim8stone, as a Barton Quar r y (Main Lim~stone)
6 miles SW of Darlington. Crinoid ossicle may b0 anything up to
1" in di am8t o r , but a r-o most frequently r ather Les s tha.n half this
diam~t8r. Th3 fossil ossiclGS are g 0nerally composed of calcite
and whor2 pr8s ervod in shales, t end to weather free, and lie
a r-ound "a s small di scs, of ten wi th 8. hole in the middle, somewhat
r esembling a modor-n swee tmcat, " Thes e ar-e more lyric'ally and tra­
ditionally referred to in the North as "St. Cuthbert1s Beads".

Fossils othG~ than corals, brachiopods and crinoids are less
common intho CQrboriif8I'ous lim8stonos, but may be more frequent l

in othor bods 9 .nonab.Ly shales. If one is fortunate gastropods .
and cephalopods may be found, gastropods usually having conically
and spirs.lly coil ed s hells (c.f. the garden snail, the whaLk ,
the periwinkle, etc.), -and cephalopods shells coi18din a flat
spiral (modern examples vrill be unfamili ar? but most people have
s ecn the Mesozoi c ammornbe whi ch is of t his family). Carboniferous
c ~phalopods are in fact early ances t or s of the later ammonites.
Both cephalopods "and gastropods do ocour in limestone in the
Dogber Tarn area, above Brou~h (this is t he Molmerby Scar Limestone
at ·t he base of the Yoredales). Cepha.l.opoda , "both bel.emnf tes
and ammoru t es, .which can be assailed wi. th impunity by hamme re r-s
a.nd chissellers, are found much mor8 abundantly in the Jurassic
(Mesozoic) strata of the North York Moors area • . The classic fossil
collecting Loca.Lf tiJS here a r e along" the coast, "i n shales and
sandstones, but limestones do occur inland, and with them caves.
I have seen large · ( over 9" diameter) ammonites in both Fadmoor
Cave 1 and Ashb8rry Wi ndyp i t . In the Hutton-Ie-Hole area (Dowson
Pot and Lingmoor CavG) gastropods arc very abundant in the colitic
limestone. "

~~ilst fossil collecting, if taken seriouslY,cnn be an
interesting ex or ci s e , the sp8cimens (evGn when relegated to us.; as
pap8r weights and door stops) possessing considerable aesthetic
appeal, the moral weight of hacking prominent fossils from cavG
walls etc. must be akin to that of the enormity of stalactite
romoval, so please be envi r onmen t a l l y minded.

If any member does come by" interesting fossils which they
cannot identify, I would bG pleased to b e of what service I can.

Items for "the next newsletter a r e invited and will be much
welcomed. Send yourcontribti.tionsto G. stevens, 4 Ki~ston Ave.,
Acklam, Middlesbrough, Teessid.e, TS5 7RS. (M'bro 83052)


