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This 1)ubl i ca t i on ,-~d ! j " :) ;:: dCSC'-:-~:A~r) D':\ In :t:"';:<-<"G '.l oi~t!l .iud :?,Y17t -'ile'. ~s l :::ttcr.

Alt~10U0h i '~ con t a m s brief a cco unts r:::t: j :SG- acb i.v ic i.ee between Nov ember- 1968
and llpril 1959 .• ::,'i:i i s in ne '.\';:" " ~' a s ubs t.i.c ute for a JeD~-:,ql ~ a'LL I:'i.:;G vrc,:!.'l;:

in this p er i od wi l l be mcr:e J:: Li '~ " ~'J' dcalt \"'::.t::-. ~;' l'l the 1969 <.Tul..JJ.i.lul :. y,:.:' ch should
appear- in December',

l.l r ea dy this year - before t he ma jrrr }J3rioc1 of' cave hun td.ng and f :i.ild:tng
in the summer - , / € have made one major ri :~:::C")~,1 Cl"'Y - a v ery Long ext.en.sf.on of
the ..:\yleburt1 J~in e Cave. ~\s t hi.s r-cpor-c II ;;QCS 'i~ o :!=':':'Gsr;" exploration is incomplete,
but already about a mile of new passage HQ:J been (JXy:c:.-cJ. 'I'he :,y l p.o urn
discovery wi.Ll, not c ome as news to many H1:,O :,.',Jo;,a ';;!l':'s J. ep o:::·i; - there ha s beers
some previous, rather unfortunate, public:V::"" ~ ·~. o I'IIS:;' Comnri.Lt eo h ero CJ:::?er their
apologies for this, and take the oppcr-b urri ~! ~, ' of asl::i:Ji~ all cluhs '.:: 0 pleas e
respect our find for the next thre e or' -:'OL:: mon ths Il'.'"j ''::il WG CD.~ f'Ln i.sh
exploration and s urveying. T!w Christmas 1 /J3 J0L.:~·LJal, we hope, wi.Ll, conta in
a full report and survey of tha syst~n.

Other r-ecent MSG work has r es ul t ce i n ::l f'ev. m:i l1'J1' :f':i,nds ~ '~;J,crc e re a
few small surveys in these pa ges .• The ,J'::l c.:,:/s 'J c :· l Ct~ :c": e.y has b een compi.cbcd ,
and should appea r in the next JournaL :;:' ,:" r~:::; j. ::; :!'y u " ';:" ' :c:,, jj: C,UlJS, ,!:;he CDVO
syst em - 1~OOOI long, Hill have been q :':'.".:!.'3"'i.ec. q';-v''l~i J '·'~'~'_ ::,il :i,::; rather a pii;;-v.

The second major MSG I event' of t l-;.e year :;0 ;'a :c" has b eon i~hc acq ui.sLt Lon
of a field research contre, the clirnax n! :J~ . :; . ~ hc lJo;;t'l gc 0v nmit tee 's plans.
The c. c. havo not y o t r eleased to the j!t,;J "'..lc -:-: 'uc ,";);:11 ':; ';; ~ i\;,· .>.\i; :i ut:< ()f ~;h :1:ir

discovery, but a sketch of it appear-a b cLow -

Those who vzi sh to stay a t the centre wi l l pay a small overnight f'cc - whi ch.
wi.Ll, be sli ghtly in er-ca s ed for n on -mombcr-s of the Gra up . Tho MSG 'C av e and
lane Research Centre'is s i t ua te ':,rithin comf'or-hab Lo wa Lk.i.ng distance of several
of SwaLedaLc a ' more intcres ting cave sy s t cmo, and id co.lly pl o. ce d f or t h e
NEG ' s a o t i.vi. tiC's a s r C3,a rds miles of' old mi nc l evel. Whi l e t h ere wil l inevitably
b e a special arn oun t of a t t en t i on pa i d to Swa LcdaL c eaves in the next f e yr months ,
it is ho ped thnt t he re wiLl, b e no rela xa tion of a c t iv:L:;i e s in GrctadDle, '
T ecsdol e, ;J C8 rila l e , a nd the :lls t on a nd Vale of Eden a r-oas , wh er e the coming
months may Hell soc at l east onc more major d.i.scovc ry ,

In thc matter of sur-vcydn g, it has been suggest ed that the HSG pur-chas o
I. a Suunto c Li.n om ot cr- ( of s irni La r- dc s Lgn to ) and a s Cl3Sy t o rea d a s , the Suunto

c ompass ,;! O a Lrcady p os s e s s). This wouId c os t a b out £ 8 cdd , , b ut v.o ul .d be a
vast improv ement on our b or-rov c d :"bncy l ovel - ea ch r ea cJin i/ wi th vlh ;(·h i-!':>l".~

about t wo min l l t.n~. """ ,... T l, ~ _ . _ - '



:3tn .-'v e y fi n ae Lin« c omn.l e t inc - o r whic h ' ,'TO

rS G m'el;lb ;:2: '8 " ~~~iJ:l b'e- -,~ 1 :~8,;~ 1 t o- 1188;' -' ~t h ;' :. t
5 c - 1K t S jus t

boon 0011I1j(jU00--=t~ one of the intcnticns in this l;)e:ine that i-~ Vf1.11. provide
good surveyi.n., pract j ,ae for um nb cn --n ) hd.ng ...-:i thin oasy reach o;f' Do...rlingt.el"l~

Unfinished cave surveys a:::ocBIG, "{indmorc End, and God' Bridge.
~c arc ploased to welcomc' several r.CTI mcm~erz to the Group, and remind

various people t ha t subscriptionsaro still due. New members arc Lcslic
Bccvcrs j John a nd .Ja n e t l1 r row sr.l i ',;h and John ~(nights all of whom have
par-td.cd.pa td 'i n };JSG activi tics >0.thi1' the pas t f cy; wee ks -

Contents.-----

Editorial and Cont on t s-
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I ~\ Oautionary Talc' - a conbr-Lbu td. cr: v;~ : i ,::h ' liU Ci partlv not ' ;;" l~i";~cn bv the
Hon. S OC~!, \"f110 1 ; c'.LfO~; il~1 D.tcl;·~1ad to W1--1. '(:;C the rest
of' this r :.: ~) c:: ·-t. ~ It nd. s~!3; have been t hi cker .• much
more r oali n\::·-'..,; and inj.' ~Lnj, to l.y mora i n tercsttng had
some ot her n cmbcr c0:18::'dc rcc. ','(ri '~~,l ig flOi.w'i;hi ng .
Howcvcr, this mea n", ne - ono cf.s o wi l l ge i; free
copies, ",-.,hiol: is ~1~')'~b2.~r 2. good {:hi ng (with tho
exception r,;' cour s e of t b,u Hens TrcLl.::: :]J:~r: wh os o
bra Lnch.i. I (.: ~; l.',is :J..:" ::i'3X-:l ::.::,' cxtr a va gan a-v ',"9,3.
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Va rd.ous i..llllstrations by Mes s rs . L:.J;-l.gs 'caff and D.;y'c.:cro
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, . ' THE .IYLEBURN MUiE C.\VE EXTENSION.

This major discovery ....vas 'mad e shortly before this Report 'going to press',
and the follmving report must noccessarily bo of a preliminary 'nature, sinoo
' oxpl ora t i on" i s 'lw t yet complete.
B-3 ckgr-ound,

The ~yleburn 1line Cave was discovered as long ago as 1780, by miners
making a "rds o ' from .iyLcburnLcvel , They entered a roomy stream passage,
through which flowed water whi.ch sinks in the bed of Ay Leburn , and rd.s es at
Barp~ugh, over 3 miles away and 350' lower. T~~s ~ylcburn is one of the major
hydrological systems of the Northern Dales, and can be compared "nth Crackpot
and ,Fairy Hole, \lcardalc.

In 1951 Brian Heys wrote an article, with survey, in 'Cave Science' ,
. describing the cave ,as 600' long, ending upstream in a bould er ruclcle above

a 6' 'wa t e r f a l l , a nd downstream ending "a t alov,· 'wet bedding cave".
" ' La t er in the 1950's the Durham Cave' Club forced a .ay thr-ough the boulders

above the waterfall, and entered a r-oomy-upet reem passage, gradually lowering,
tmtil, after several hundred feet, it became too low - this point.oannot be
very. far frcm the main ~lylebum sinks (which arc not obvious on the surface).

" '; : ~" ~1 t some 't i mo some party found and explored .iyl.cburn Caves, ' i n the north
. bank ef the Burn, near the sinks. These caves, a f ew hundred feet in Lengbh,
. can~o,t be far from the . upstream end of the Mine Cave, but no conncc td.on seems
'. passabl.e, . . . ' .

Thus, u~til recently, the cave, ontered by a very' difficult 30' climb·
,up a rise 580' from the level entrance, a 15' crawl and a Lcos o '1'5 i descent,

, eons i.s 'bod of c.600' of downs t r-eam pa ssago , gra duaLLy becomdrig lower and more
:c ot)s ,t ric t cd , a long r-oomy chamber below the waterfall, and the Durham extension

~ .. .. .upstream.
The MSG Extensinn.

- On Easter Mon day (7.h.. 69) an MW party p.n t ered the cave, Yiith the
avmved intention f examining the dmvnstream en~, of which the eknct nature
could not be det2~mined due to conflicting reports from various sources.

After procAcding dmvnstrcam, at first walldng, and then scrambling over
falLen. blocks an-i crawHng through water, the "Low wot bedding cave" Was

, r ea. 'ciheu - this j s only three or four inches high, but on the 1. is a dry
tube-like cra~l, into a very small chamber. From here ~vo v3yS on presented
themselves, a bedding pl.an c at roof level, c. 3' above "tt-e stream" and; at
floor lovel, a co~tinuntion of the tube, ex t r eme l y tight~

..t~f ter about an hour of chipping wi.th the secretary's geolog;.ca.l bammor-,
the roof bedding was enlarged enough for Colin, 8~rson, to be inserted - \vho
proved it to be a dead cnd. Colin then attempted the continuation of t he tUbD,
and, divested of helmet and cell, and aided by phy s i ca l and vocal encouragement
from behind, finQlly squeezed through into a chamber beyond the squeeze, and
this proved to be tho break-through which we had wantcd ,

Beyond the charnbcr-, Colin followed a hands -end-kccos crawl in a gently'
descending passage for an ea t.ima t cd 350', before coming to a second squeeze,
this t ,imc round a wedged bl.ook- La ck of time and companions dictated a return
from here, , t o Mes s r s . Langthorne and Ryd er, who were sitting happily in a
shallow pool in the tiny chamber on th8 upstream side of the sq~0eze. Oolin
n~cded assistance to get back through the squeeze, and emerged having lost
his trousers, a na wi t h wLJ t remained of his wet - s ui t banging round his vmist
like a poeled ba rsana s Unfortunately no-one had brought a earner-a-

Enquiries revealed no evidence of anyone having passed the s quocz o
before, so it was a n optullistic party that returned on Saturday, 19th ~pril,

~n a day of fine a nd s ettled weather. Colin hadroturned to universi t y,
but it Vffis hoped that Stuart and L eslie Beevers ~ould fit the sq~ecz (.

Chris Lan gthorne escorted them to the squeezo, vmi l e the secretary, treas urer~

and Laslcy Wor t h set about surveying along the sp~keholes between Ayleburn
Mine Entrance, and surveying ily l cburn Cave.

The exploring party managed to pass the squeeze ~ 'Chris rc~urn~.!Jg t:)
sit in the Burn in the sun - and pushed on dmvnstream. The second s queeze,
from which Colin lud r eturned, wa s a l s o pa s s ed easily. Beyond the p~nds-and

Imees crawl conti~ucd, st eadily descendung, with occasional small c~am~ers,

cascades and crawls over boulders. The passage gradually gets l arger, to
c.6' wide and 5 ". 12' high. ~~ftcr a considerable dis t ance the s t r-eamway
suddenly changes cr~rncter, to an impressive rift passage, up to 6' vade,
and very high (up to 50'). There are deep pools Qt the right-angled bends



in the pis sage. There are s evcr'aL sizeable side pas sages, and a t one point
a high level ex-bow, an almost c i.ncul.a r sandy p8.ssage··6 J high"; provides a
by"'pass to an Impas sabIy tight rift on the strcum.

The rift series continues for soveral hundred yards; before the passage
becomes lower and ..dder again: with more fallen r-ocks and occasional wet
crawls. Eventually tho sump chamber is reached, almost circular, vnth c.2'
of airs~ace above deep still \v:::Iter. 8tuart estimated that he b..ad ·covcrcd about
a mi.Lc from the squeeze, but such estimates are difficult to make accurately.

--------------------- ... -----------------
Wo hope that other clubs will ·respect or~:c new extension for a few months,

un~il cxploratio~, surveying, ano scientific y,~rk arc completed. ~ full report
an d :survey should appear. in due cour-s e. "

It should be noted that the ~ylcburn·Mine Cave is now probably the
longest"accessible cave in the 'No r-thern Dales (and ijhe rnost nor-ther-Ley cave
of any size in the ?cnnines). · I t is quite probably the most severe and ardous
system. north of Cr'aven , and apart from its> cxtrenc remoteness from popular
caving areas, the system ~dll only appeai to a smalL, slightly \mrpcd, minority
of cavers. Only the smallest cavers can enter the extension - and there seems
to bo little hope of enlar~ing"the squeeze. ~d~ltional deterrents are loose
boulders, long ....re t crawls (a wet-suit is, of course, essential), and a risk
of flooding. Most of the downstream extension appears to flood very severely

I " there are barony any f'orma t i.ons - and a slight risc .in.streF.1I11 level would make
a t least ono of the squeezes impas sa bLe,

Pr-om the extension, rescue would be Lmpoasd ol,e-
Even the "old cave"is not free -f' r-om hazards. lln. inciden t whi.ch occ ur-ed on,
"t h e Easter Monday trip ....vill i ·llustrate this • .iit ono po.i.nt in t he vp ae sage
between the entry from tho mine level, and .th.~. " s que ~z ~ , on e climbs in t o a
passage c.8' above the stream, to avoiaan impassably tight. section. Returniug
up the cave, Chrd.s r-<;issed the climb up, and crawled J,lp the . lower streamway 
and was rewarded by Cl rock fall, trapQ:i.ng his head .. TIml- ~-irms"~"· · ··,rhe · · res"t of the
paTty, to whom oply his b00ts, ) r o t r udi ng . f r qm ·t heena r r ow r~t, were visible,
could not offer anyv by vocal help. For-tuna t eIy he managed to extricate himself
after a few minutes; suffering only bruises and the loss of his (borrowed)
Lamp- . .

The .lyleburn:Mine Cave is n ow iundcub t edl.y 8.S.C. .., .
. .

I. . .'
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Report s of ]vIS}- 1'.1:3ets Nov ember 19 68 - April 1969.

2/11/68. COVERDALE. S. Hodgson., C. La ng t horn e , J.Longstaff, p.F.I\Yde~.·
Due to extremely wet wea t he r- no cavin g could be contemplated. The entrancen of
Slape Gill Caves, r ecent YURT f inds, wer-e Luspec t ed .
lj/1'1/6B. .ASKRIGG AREA . S. Hodgson ,· P. F. Ryd erv
A return wa s made t o a previ ously d i.s cove r-ed cave entrance in Arngill, only to
find that t he hillside had colla ps ed, blocking the en t r an ce. Th e sinks near .
Vfuity Gill (SD 917 . 943), f eeding Oxn op rising , S~~ l ed al e , wer e inspected, but
offered little h ope of pe ne t r ation . . . "..
16/11/68. HA1ID LEVEL GlliL ~\REA . J . L ong s t a f f , P. F. Ryder.
Barras End Level w~ s ex pl ored , in the hope of finding a way to Barras End Mine
Caverns, but after a little over 2000' a series of roof f a l l s were met. The
passa ge was dra ug ht i ng, but eve~t ually became horribly unsafe, and a retreat ~as

bea t. A Gra d e V s ur vey of Har d Le ve L Gill Ca ve vza s then c orrm enc ed • .
30/11/6 8. amD LEYEL .GJLL ~\REj\ . J . L ongs taff , P. F.Ryder, an d G.E. and R.Da vies.
A little '~igg~ng gave a cces s to Old Gang Cave) l ength 30'+. (YURT)
More s urveying w-o rk in H.L.G. Cave.
7/12/68. G1J1JNERSIDE GILL. J .Longs t af'f', P. F. "Ryder•
Ba rbara, '.fa be r-aykcs and Bunt on L ev eLs wer-e visitod, and other sites of in terest.
14/12/68. J:\COB ' S r,TJILL .c~\\'E , FRO~TERLEY• . C.Langthorne, P. F. Ryder .
':lh i ch prov ided an interes t i ng t r i p, in an unusua l cavo , quitc easy. .
21/2/6 8. J Jl.COB ' S l1ELL CAVE , FROSTBT?LE"f. S.Hodgs on , .:\ . Holme s , P.Fd?yder• ..·
Surveying - 840' of pa ssage cov er ed, mor e to go (in dry wei3.t-her -) . · ..
23/12/6 80 FOSSDJLE. S. Hod gson, P.F. Ryd erv
Two .c8:v es, 20' and 30' long, found in 'tl of f ell Scar, and, a t SD 863.953:
Round Hi l l Pot found a nd explored, 30' deep and 60: long.
24!1~/68. Gill'ITrrffiSI DE·GILL. 0.Car50n, S.Hod gs on, P.Robinson, ?F.Ryder.
I nvolving a hair~rais ing tri p a long a n ice-cove r ed t ra c k a bov e a 300' drop in
eoliTh's car, a n d t he ' discovery , explora t i on and survey of Blind Gi ll Ho18s .

. NY 935.019, 92' long and 36 ' dcep (s ee surv ey) .., a n d BwcLcap Scar Cave and Pet. :
26/12/6·13- HOPE L 6v 6:l. ~ :::nm C~WE. C. Cars on, J •Cc opcr-, a.La~gthornc, J.Lon g3 t af'f',....
Attempts were ma de t o ex tend the sys tem PsRobi.ns on ; ? F."Ryder.
upstream, but only 10' of pa s sa go could be gc: :Lno d . ll. t tcm pts ' drn...mstream·t 1.

amidst boulders a nd much . mud, wore l ess concJ usive.

-0-0 -J'J-Q-0-0-0-0-0 ()..:o-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- . \.

1/1/69. STOCIillALE C.Carson, S.Hod 2:son , P. F. Rydc r .
A lot.·,o·f s n ovr-f'Lf.Lcd s ha kcs , t wo imp 011 c trablc r i s i ng s , and a very wet , cold and I

s evere ca v.e, .i n Grainy Gi l l , v hi ch St uart explor ed on his ovm; c.10' long.
11/1/69. ·FlIGGEmil.JL. S.Hod gs on, P. F. Ryder, G.M. Da vics (WRT ) .
A na t ura l: · ·ca v c , Yra s. f'ound 200' in t c the Ha in Horse L evel (HY 99 0 . 071. ) , a nd .
oxpl.o ro dT'or- 30' t o a mudd y pool. Sloat Hol e Level was explored v:ith in terest
and Rcught on Kcl d vi.ewcdvd t h ~cs simism. ·

1ljj1/69. HOPE LE'VEL 1::m3 C~WE • S..Hodgs on, P. F.·RYd er .
An unsucc e s s f ul att empt t o ' p ush' t he d owns t rcam end, .'.
26/1/69 .. 1/2/69, 8/3/69, 8/4/69 . ~\Rl\ENG.mTtID.\LE . J. K• ..:i r r owsmith , Lv Becver-s ,
S .H odgs on, ./i.Holmcs , J .I\night:, J:Longstaff , P.ltobins on , P . l". Ry de r .
See s omc l a t cr TGpor t for t he f ruit s of these a ct iviH.cs , ami ds t ra ging bliz za rds,
deep sn ovr a n d i mmova ble ' l oos e' r-ock s ', So .f'ar-, in a r emot e va l ley , tw o pots hav e
been f ound , neithpr of ~ ~y grea t size, but wc arc still optimistic. .
15/3/69•. L:iNC.:1STER-;--lli,SR:;-il.JL • J . D.!l tki ngs , L sBoov cr-s , a.Ca r son, J.Knight, P . Ryde:".
A joint HSG/RUCC mcc t , the f irst r ou t side ' meet of the year, a nd most enjoyable•
.Af t er t h e trip , i;he party became i nv olv ed i n a r-escue f r om rtk r egil l Hol e, and
s pent most of .t he ni gh t on I nglc bor ough., in a bliz zard. .
5/4/69. R~ST G·ILL C.';VES. 1illLD. Cv Car-s on , J .Coopo r , S.Hod6son, ?Robi ns on ,
It had b o.on i ntend ed to visit Sv:inc1als P ots , but thes e were: f ound P.F.·RYdcr .
to b e f ull t o' their brims wi t h sn ow- The mor e s out hc rL oy of Eas t Gi ll Cav es 
E3. s t Gi ll Cav c 1 - was visited , surveyed , a nd slightl y extende d . Th e l ength i s
cd60' ( s oc sur vey ) . Ee s t Gi l l Ca ve II was also vi s ited (cdOO' long) . ' . .
7/4/69. AiL,1'i3URl'T J'inr~ C:·,'!E. J. E• •~ rrowsmith, C.Carsol1 , O.L a ng t hor n e , :;'J. I\Yd er , .

S cc elsewhere. J .\"lcdderburn •

.....



. . ~

8/4/69- F;l',GEnGILL , Ss Hodga on , 'P. Robins on, ?:·l~. Ryder. _, .
T~cavo r:;:-eviously noted in. the i-la i.n H01~ e Level vras again visited. The

upstream passage 'was spouting a huge waterfall, and obviously uncnterable. The
mUddy pool 'do~~strcam' was partly drained, and Stuart inserted, to prove that
the passage WaS hopelessly choked 5' beyond- ...HI the shakchoLcs along the east.
f'Lank of Fagg orgd.Ll rwcr-o full of snow, and many wero tal::ing sizeable streams.

17/4/69. NORTH. ST:,Dfl.1ORB. L:Beevers, S .Hodgson, P. F. Ryder.
A few tight holes on the limestone plateau east of Smeltmill wore _inspected

and entere~, but nll proved to closo dovm after a few feet, gcneral~y amongst
mas sos of rotting shce p remains.

F~GGER}ILL In the afternoon, two di~s were commenced.

19/4/69. _·,YLRBURN. L. Beevers , . J. Cooper, C.Lan·gthorne, S.Hodgs 011, P.Rydcr,
See elsewhvre. L.Wor~h.

Various wa'Lks in scarch of new caves', by various members, are not
r-epor-ted upon' heTe, ', although s omc have prov i dec -vcnucs for 'i'ur t her meets.

. . f . ,

-o-o-o-o-o~-o-o-o-o-o-o~o~
" ".

.-,-:- _.--...',',-".- -

. " :
East Gill Caves, Keld. ·· . " '.\ , .

Proceeding up East Gill from Keld, the first site of speleological .
In to ros t is a triple rising on t hc east bank, which. is probably tho water' from
Swilmergill ' Cave and Kirk. Two of the t hr-oo risings are from boulder ruckl,c -

. evidently someone has been t~Jing to dig here - but the third, most southerley,

. is f'r-cm va -Low bedding, 'v{hich sumps s t ra i.ght :away but might be diggable in dry
wea there Continuir g northwards, there is a second rising from the cast bank
c.15' 'a bove a pool and small wa t cr-f'a Ll, on the Gill. This rising (the sinlcsare
probably local) flows from a tight twisting passage, Which, in damp conditions,
becomes somewhat dangerous after a few feet, as t ho wa t o:r tends to back up in.
front of the ·explorer. ..... . .

The firs t cave on the wes t bank, East Gill Cave I, is evidently a sink
in wet conditions, and should not . be entered if there is any dangqr- of thg Gill

. .;r-ising. ,The ontrance is .di.vd.dod into ' two by Cl horizontal Loaf" o:i:~. r-ock••i~out·

30' .dowd t'hc -ont r aricc ··c r awl isa Lcwibranch on the r. · Both this 'a rid the main .
entrance crawl lead to a' sp~risingly ;large stream pa ssa ge - ,,5' . wide ' and 4-10'
high, ..:vm,,:icn "s udd cn'iy ien ds ups t rcam Very near to the bank of the ern -. daylight
can- be seen. 'through a small hole•.1 few yards downstream of the entry of the
main entrance passagJ, the large stroamway suddenly ends in a blank wallj ~ci th

to the r. and 1. scrambles up into rift avons- Tl1ft;t on the l ... -Ls c. 50" high,
and climbable for c.30' to wh er-e a sizeable inlet 'pa s sa ge can be seen but not
entered. There. is rumoured to ..b_Q an,_upp.er entrance to this cave, and, if thip
oxd.s t s , this.must be · thowcy to it. ·. . .

, . Beneath the ' entrance' to' the 1. aven, the small stream flo'ffi into a wet
'f~ at-out' . bfldding, whi ch quickly beccmes higher, to a small chamber, with a
passage on the 1. wi.th three 12-15' a vcns , Downstrcnm, ,'!;'J O small passa~es, onc
a qry .o.x-.b.orr.,·.lcac1 on. · I t wa s her-o that a little digging ga vo taocess vb o a little
more · .1?igher· passa g0, before, at a cr-os a-r-Lrt , the stream flowed into a 611 high
beddiug. Both sink and rising 'f or this cavo arc presumably . local, though neither
is obvious. '.. " . " .. . . ..

, .:Not ;-f a r · t o the north 8fthis 'cave, high .in :tho :oolJ ';: side';' :a :tight a nd
damp ' (a.ripping) entrance drops in to a rift cave c~'30' long, remarlp ble only
for .its '·atttactive formations, in 'cont r as t -to the. other Longcr-i'cavcs,

: . ':' East Gill Cave IT Ls-f'ur-tho r- north a ga i n , i l1 a prominent ;d f t in the ' "
cliff. The cnt rancc -i.s a hands -and-eknoos crawl, in mud, but 't he passage he'i.gh t cns
a nd turns r., t o a I T',-junction.- To the r. is an impassable ' rift running rock to
da·ylight., ·,-'\i·o·the 1 .. soon ends , but a 10\'1 opening in the r. wall leads into a
short flat-out crawl. Tho rift rcS&3 ge beyond, nicely scalloped, runs over Inud
hummocks, to a point wh er-e a l arge r-ock seems to block the pa s sa ge. One climbs
onto this a nd descends into a IDssa gc running at right~ngles to the 1. -
larger ca vers will find this an amusing manoov ur c - _S tcr two marc slides Aver
mud hummocks, a cross rift pa s sa g e is reached- Straight ahead soon becomes
choked. The low crawl to the r., evi de n t ly in times of flood a n 'upstream l

pas sage, soon. bec omes very tight. The "d owns t r-cam1 pa s sage , to th o 1., tuns
for c.60', ,ci t h a right-a ngled bend to the 1., before ending. The total l ongth.
::~~ ~h~s co.,:,: o , 'which is suprisingly different in ohara o t nv- t.n i:hl" nM,"''h" ,...,,,,-1-
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The Continuing Sa'ga of Pun.c,!1ard.
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In the 'Meet Reports' section of this publication, preceeding this article
(if the Pages of your copy are star-led in the corrsct order), there are secretive
references to •diggin g in Arl~engarthdale'. The f'o Ll.ovring sad, s t ory explain~ all.

2unchard Gill is a major .tributary of the Arlcle Beck; on the south side,
joining the Beck about half a mile above the village of \'lhaw. A mile upstream
from the .Arl:le Be ck, Pun cha r-d-O'i.Tl. divides into Great Puncha rd Gill and Little
Punoha r-d Gill, the twin valleys being dividec1 for some distance only by a nar-row
spur of Land , T c i .gue End. :Joth Gi l l s cut the ~lfa ~. n Limestone - which seems to dip
to the s oubh-ea s t , i. e. ba ck into the hillside - within three,quarters of a mile
of their confluence.

The followin g r eports of :1-iSG activities in this area, listed in chronological
order, could unfortunately be said t .o be almost typical of many " pr omising areas" ,
and previous gr-otrc work.
24th Jan. 1969: A solo wallc by the Hon. Sec. Several f'ea t ure s of interest wer-e
found: A hole in a shake on the south-east side of Little ?unchard Gill
(NY 961.037) opening int 0 a roomy chamber ,,7i th a large choked, rift and a ,vet
pitch leading on, an exciting 10' deep hole beside Littlo Puncha rd Gill,
'obviously a major sin.k', ,~-ith a few rocks over it, and a rather similarly
positioned hole in Grcat,~unchard (lfY 959.043), in similar condition, anq
emitting a cold dra ught ; '

' 26 t h Jan. 1969: Ncssrs. Longs taf'f' and Ryd ervvf.sd.t the area, on' the Ryder
motor-cycle. Routh Level, in Grcat Pun oha rd (NY 962.044) was f'o Ll.owed for
c.15OO' , : to whe r-c the 'ita ,t or became more than ankle deep. Tho holo in GNat
Puncha rd uklLl, wa s "dug", and enterod by J.C.L. with difficulty, into a small
chamber and avon , with a continuing fissure draughting but small and choked,
The hole was vaca G0d wi.bh even more difficulty. The pot high in the side of
Little Pun cha rd Gill vza s again inspccted as far as the pitch, and digging at
the I promising' h61e 'by 'the stream 'c ommen ce d , but one large slab ~rovcd very
awlo...a r-d to move.
1st Feb. 1969~ A mas ai.vo trip, in atrocious weather conditions (blizzard); tu
Li ttle :.-?un cha rd . John i\rrOi"lsrnith , Lea- Beev cr s , Gel Ho'Lnes , John Knight and
P. F. R. Tho •promising hole' again defied entry. The pot in the valley side '-'3S

ent ered , and Gel descended the 20' ladder pi.t ch und er- a wa t cr-f'aLl, of icy melt "
water, to find tha t there was no hope of progr-es s from the bottom - the rising
is only 50 1

.. horizontally from' the ent rance anY':I'8Y. The hole was named Stones
Pot - th'3 co'Hapsad' 'Lov e L n oa r-by is Stones Level - and is~.c~.,8.<?' Long and c035 ~
deep. ..' '
8th :i':iarch :,1969. AJ.)ther desperate attempt foiled by even more desperate weather. !

HeS"SrS: Arrowsmith, ~3cGv ers , Holmes and Longstaff hacked a deep shaft through
solid snow to· ,the 'r ock blocking the pr-omi.si.ng hole. A hammer vias broken on this
and it wa s 'ci!ne'to 'gohome. Opt Lm'is t i.c n ot es prevail in the Hon. Sec's meet
reports (lI1'ho rock should be ea sily rem ova ble ••••• when the snow finally
clears) •
8th I\pril 1969: Easter Tuesday - br-i.Ll.Lant sun, onIy odd SnOYl patches visible
high on the fells. In high spirits after tho AyLoburn br-oakt hr-ough , and expectant
of similar success, Stuart Hcd gs on , Ph.iL Robinson and l?F.'1. return to Little
Pun cha rd - and find one snowdrift r emaining in the gor-ge - a vas t ono, waist
de ep at th e edges. Evenit he a))roxirna t e pos it i on of our hole beneath it cous.d
not be found. Howcve r , clambering around the rocl:s above the drift, a now hole
was found, n ear the head of the 00r ge , on the north-~~sr. bank of the Gill, Clud
just und e r- Cl shale scar on whi ch gr oY1s a silver birch tree. -

Silver Birch ? ot pr-oved to be 45' de ep, a nd .zi t h a total length of 90'.
The entrance shaft, ~O' long and 3' vdd o, drops '18' , wi.bh a second pitch Loadi.ng
on d ovn , to a dO;'1':-11 of 45 1 (the who'l c descent is climbable, although a rope :i s
a help). At the bottom, a continuin z.; passa ge, could be scon , but not entered'''''
through unsafe Loo s o rocks. This, h owovcr-, is : l eading back to the side of tho ' 
Gill, a nd is, not' very pr-cn.i.s i.n g (unless it , actually runs under the bed of the
Gill). A Grade IV s ur vey ~asmude of the Pot (here reproduced).

P. I~. n.. wrote to Dr J.O. };1'y crs, of Leeds University, and expert on
hydrological matters, enqui r ing whe r e the s i.nks in the g or ge , wh en sctivc,
might rise. Dr Myers w~s of the opiuion that the rising was a spring beside
the brid ge in Great ? uncha rd (NY 961.0411-), ovc r half a mile away, and 200'
lower (there is a f a ul.t , or fa ul t s , be t wccn the Gi lls - the geology of the
vvh nl,c a r ea ap~ears r ather complex, with limestone outcr-opp ing at several
places in each Gill. 1\ thin ba ud of' peculiar limestone by the ford over Little



i .

I" ()C?

6'l'-'

N

Little
Punchard
Gill

"

" ~

)~:. /Foot of '13
1

jrd pitch..

'1' -~ w4 ' ,' , ,',

<':,::,.. .: " TJ OOS e r~cks (-45')
, /
i,~

,~ \, Unen.tered passage.
1 , . .• • •

. ~ w3

Plan.. at -28! .._ ... ' , "
10 1 second p:i:t'ch 'I 3rd.,pi.tch:

'. /~w2'
Plan at -41'

,. ;\'.: 6",:fissure..r "" . 18' en.trance ph eh

~ .»:1-~ '::1' ·cO j . Pl:~da:t s~~~~e

, J ~

~Q "

.\ 0

\ 'l)
,..

, :40 '

Third
pitch 13'

First
pitch 18'

Second
pitch ,'10'

-45'· :

2010
, I

LAose
rocks

;" ".

o

Section pro j-

SILVER BIRCH ' por~' . NY" 959.035
, . Little Punchard Gill.

Mm Survey 8.4- 69, eRG Grade IV
S~ Hodgs on, Ps Robd.ns on.•

Depth 45', :rJength 90!.

....

" : 0 0• • •

i
I
j
I
j
i '
I
i ~
j

l

i
.; ,

,
i
I ·
i
I
i
I

!

i
i

PER cf..·' '-" , __ I

29th April 1969: Th'c' Las t (up to now) a c t in the meV'drPma. Stuart · and PF'P.., '.,n
Stl:lart l s bike, r-et ur-n yet a gain to Little Puncha rd , wi the hamm~.:r ",a.nd .nope-
At last the snow is g one", and s oori excavation is a gain under way. The offending .
bouJ-der is finally removed . - r evealing a hole 8' de ep, with the only continuation
a fissure 3' hi,r:h and 3rr wi.de , full of cla y and snow.

. However, the day wa s not entirely wa s t ed , and a few new 'problems! were
f omd , A small choked fissure wa s found on the SE bank of the Gill near the top

' .'; ; of the limestone, opposi t« Silver Birch Pots and a dam' built, with the result tha
bar a trickle, Little :Punchard Gi l l sunk. Yfithi n the next five or six hours
the 'water did not reappear in Little Punchaz-d-

Leaving the stream happily sinking, Routh Level wa s a .e;ain entered,
" and explored to the end . - estimated at between half and three quarters of a mile

in. Features of in teres tare, 2;oi n r; in, a rise ( -::,limbable?) on t·he r., · some
hl.ood-ere d mud deposits on the floor just bef or e the first roof fall (merely a
heap of shale on the fl oor), the second rise, of considerable heieht and
unclimbablc, brin.e:in~ down a small s t r ea m, and the s ec ond roof fall, rather
Lar-ger- a nd l ess stable tha n the first, not f ar before t h e third f all, whi.ch
completely blocks t he pa s sagc, There a rc n o side passages, and t he level,
driven: in the Ha i.n Lim estone, s oon r uns in to, a nd r emains i n, · shale. ,

. On, Leavi.ng the level, it was not ed that the n earby risin,r~ (sce above)
' s'cemed to have become rather l are;Cl- ' (but hardly La r go enough to a cc ount for
all the L.P. '.'la t er ) . If thi s is not the L.P. r-esur-gence ( and if the water does
not 3 0 to the strange risin~ by the ford), t h en perhaps t h ere is a IlonG dist ance
system here (or-marc Li.kc Ly the wat or finds its way int o s ome ol.drn'i.no

-wor-lci.nr-s I .

,\
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.A 'die' was started at the rising, and s ome boulders removed to reveal the
sizeable stream flo,nng from threo or fOL~ rifts , all ~~te11ogEcd and no mora
than three inches "vide. Thus tho 'Littlc Punchard Hast8:r:" Oavo' is impenetrable
from this end as well.

Before leaving t.he area , one more intercsti.n;~ ? t':8.t c:r e was found. A few
hundred yards up Li ttle Punchard Gill from 'Ghe f\j~'c1 L; an old level on the
south cast bank (on previous trips this mzs t have been completely buried by
drif·i:;s). This is mar-ked on. t he O. S. map as stone::> LeveL, but (according to
Martin of the Yur'~) this is incorrw::t. Th o level ends iD! a complete fall after
' o l y 30', but from beneath the fall a str~am cmc~3es~ flo,~ 15' trn1ards the
entrance, and then sinks under the 1. wa.l.L (loc l~:i_l1g Ll). hw hole taking the
stream, between solid rock f] oar and unsafe w1:. j, 11:·i;~3 . is small, but emits the
sound of a wat erf'a 'l L However, a rising near tb.<.l f'oo t of the tip from the level
probably accounts for the stream. .

And that is tne sto~J up to the prosent dayo il~ybe the next 1BG Journal,
or the one after t hat, "all disclose that we, or 30~eonc else, have found the
cav o which may, or may not exist, in Little Pun cha rd Gill. Mayb e not.
-x-x-x-x-x-x-x- x -x-x-.x;-.x;-x-x-x-X-::';-X-:lt-X -x-x.-..c"""7:"" -'}:O-X-X--.x.--::IC~.A:-;'~-X-x.~~.k-'.l\:~:lC--J\..-x-x~
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, A CAUTIONl1RY T..\LE '

A zealous younr, cavcr named Sidney
ilent e r ot t j n :3 onc day down a pot,
Traversins danger-ous pitches,
Free-divine sumps, all the lot.

He sped swi.f'tLy down t hr-ou .ih t he CaVeIt1S,
Thou~h his light it wa s not very bri:~t,

'\'ih en in .onc horrible momcnt «

He wa Lked into a st raw stalactite 1

As he stood there ey eine the fra ements
His heartbeat it almost did cease
-For behind him he h eard the deep breathing
Of the CAVE PRE'SF1V..\TION POLICE 1

-,
1('

.~~,) ':f~I':~
\/1 c,r> u~Vf"''''r

. '''''Or-' .,
; ~

. t: '=>. \l~~\.___
They bound him with a Krab and a belay, ~ clc-"l -==----
And led him back up to daylight , C>- .y~U ~~
He was ?lubbed 'id t!; a ro~l of Yurt surveys, " '\,,_ \~\~.-
For try1.ng to put ' up a f1.ght. (7 ~wghJ~

Sidney was chained to a boulder, (f .~\ \-_''1. ~J' hilI '::>~
Deep in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, ~ ~ ~

No longer to hear the birds sineing,
Or the c ows, in the ereen fields, say "Mmu" .

This literary extravaganza was compiled by the Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Sec.

He was br-ought back to Crav en for trial,
.And quaked when he saw the jury,
There wer e - Nor t he:rn Pe nni ne , Gr i tstone, ULS.\, Castleton Cavd.ng Cluh,
Northern Cavern and Mi ne Research Soc'i. evy , 'J hi t e Rose, Bradford,
B.S • .A., 0 hi t e Scar Show Cave Proprietors' Committee, Settle and District
\7a ter Board, the Hebden Brid Ge Sanitary Inspector
And even the MSG. .

The jud 8e he ;-..a ve out his e r i m verdict,
"Youv' e been on your very last trip,
You arc s ent enced to spend th~ next thou8and
Tied 'nea th a ea lcit ic drip: ".

• • • •• and now, in Bla ck Shivcr Show Pot,
You can pay one-and-six for t he sight,
(The proceeds wi Ll, ,:,0 t .o the CNCC)
Of Sidn cy, en ca s ed in calcit e.
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