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M-7- SPgtEQOGIOdL GROUP JOURNAL 1%7* 

T h i s  is the f o W h  BBSG publiaation, f o l l ~ g  two reporbe and a 
. newaietter ,(~ec3. 66, Baster and August  67). S h o e  l a s t  Baster there hatFe 
. been many MSG c a d n g  meets, some of whiah are l is ted,  but not repor2;ed ( 

. i n  the newslet t e r t  . Foot-and-mouth diseaae has curtailed s p e l e o l o ~ ~  
ac t iv i t i e s  i n  the last months of' 1967. Printing dif'ficulties have been 
encrountered of mare than the usual vehemence in the preparation of this 
Journal , and apologies are of f e d  f o r  any spelling mistakes ete* This 

- .. pubUaation was intended t o  be larger, with detai ls  of a Septanber 
-%discovery of the MSG, but due to  the onset of foot-aadlmouth, ourtailing 

-+ :exploration work, and the request of the land owner, this article has been 
omitted (although printed), and mentions of the system deleted. Previous 
XSG discoveries have be- confined to  minor extensions to  Had Level G G  
and possibly a mther  larger extension to  God's Bridge Cave, but this 
l a t e s t  'findt is definately new0 Cave hunters may optimistioalfg note 
that this wve was found and mUed into - and is a t  least a mile i n  
length, with vexy ffne fornations thmu&otlt. 

The smwr saw a few MSG members spending a week aaving om the 
riYendips - boosting o m  *oufsidq-~~eets  seoretam*sn craving-trip per week 

average, this year standing a t .  aro'iuLa 7iZ TEt5 EtmBip week Zs reported on- 
i n  this J~~t~itl* 31eqtat$ve plarzla for~bfSG ac t iv i t ies  3.n 3968 are already 
being made - su&estions from ax1 members a re  tvetloommr* It is hoped that 
mom rim systems sha l l  be found i n  the nor4;hem dales. Varbus joint meets 
are being arranged with the B l e s  Pothole C l u b  

The Treasurer sends Xew Ymr Greetings t o  a l l  members who have paid 
the i r  subscriptions, and a t b e l y  reminder to t b  oonecr5aoes of those 
who have not. 

T h i s  Journal oontaine the f%mC cave, surrey, sm-t overdue, 
of the 'W* &Re S. ' Syst an, above LEI~zgdoa Beak -' t o  CRC Grade IZZ. Willing 
surveyore (oaverer will s$and amund holding non-tvzlterpmof oanj?assas, 
lengths of measuring l i n e  o r  din, -awl 1i t t lq .note"  'books, while up t o  
the i r  necks in Icy water) are remtnded tha t  the God's Bridge survey needs 
mpleti;lg. ' 



The only XSG meet i n  the l a s t  two months of 1967 - the old wpper 
mines a t  Riohmond a r e  one of the few places of spe leo lo~ ioa l  in teres t  
awessible  without crossin, any graeing land, d u r i n ~  the foot-and-mouth 
epidemic. 

The Copper Mime i s  situated on the T* bank of the m l e  about 
3 mile upstream from Richmond Bridge. There have been two levels, only 
one of w h i o h  remains open .(galthough the .a-ctual entrance arch has fall=). 

Entering the level,  a fexi yards in ,  ftiel;e i s  a \wan& passage on 
the re, fran which the small stream vrhich emerges frcm the leve l  flows* 
This leads to  a pool, with beyond a small r is ing  pessage, =hem the 
stream appeam from rubble. Beyond a r e  sane small pasasges, one a 
hands-and-knees crawl i n  water. A l l  soon end. C 

' 1 
Oontincdng up the main level ,  a rather.-1ex series aP drg passages , 

sane interaonneotin~, of no gredt length, a r e  fad. One pessaae leads to 
a "'-junction (see sketch plan). On the rr here the pearsage -es wet, 
and ends i n  an 'aven*, with some eood ceve pearls on a -1% shelf mrby* 
To %he I., the passage oontinues, leading t o  tbs ' furt lmr r u s h *  of the 
mine, knoanpletely explored by the three m-udfed saPbem of the 
p a r t p  These passages, i n  places quit a. largec have ohastdeep wafer, ard 
ooaasiontil high rif'ta i n  the roof with roetipg &an S(Ftafl69 W d b g  

' 
up t o  h i a e r  levels of mine wor l r in~~  What s e m  tr, be tbe aein pasaage 
was' bl~olsed. by tvoden boaxds, the olimbinpovsr ar rapoval of *ah was 
leaned m d s e '  due t o  masses of qns tabh  rwk auppar&ad cm d a r t  timb~rs, 
ovefieade The unstable s t a t e  of' the .roof tezmbm;fsd expbmtiorr of various 
other passages i n  this series. I n  one seotion of (M seemed t o  
be runn1n~ baok towards the to ta l ly  oollapsea mine a r m )  uas a *dudst, 
@-thr_only a few inohes airspaoee I . .  
p A- Various interestin; formations and fmgi asrs n&& in  the M e r  
re'schea of the mine, along with profuse Wght blue a@.-- s t a b h g  on 
the mils due t o  copper ores. 

It vms thought unwise to climb into any of the upper levels, as these 
muat be very dangerous, .with ' fa l se*  rubble floors supported udy w. timhera 
i n  an advanoed s t a t e  of decomposition, over the lmr ?et levels- -..- - 



L lid 9f E G meets betwoen February and August 1967 :ves printed i n  the ' 
t u s s t  news$cttqr, I n  the follawing pages, accounts of some of tlzese wecta, 
and those l a t c r  i n  the year,, aro printed, 

The fButtertubs PassS road from Hawes t~ S7vttledale doscends t o  
Thwaite and Mukcr along the w e s t e r n ~ d g e  of the deep and narrow valley 

- of Cliff Beck, a t r ibutary of the Swale, Ncsr the  head of thc ravine, 
high on the west side, on c i thcr  side of the  mail, are the well known 
Buttertubs, groups of ve r t i ca l  shaft@, up t o  60' i n  depth, sone taking 
small strcams, 

Less well known is  the rcsurzence f o r  these sinks - a t  the foot of the  
Main Limestone i n  the valley bottom, H e r e  a large stream rises, and joins 
t h e  s m a l l  strcam flowins down the valley ( t h i s  sinks i n  dry weather), 
t hundred yards o r  so below tho confluence, on the o a ~ t  s ids  of the  valley, 
5.a a second, larger,  rising, , C l i f f  Force, which consid;rably swells the 
volume of Cliff  Beck, 

WG members f i r s t  invostigatcd the r i s i n z  bclow the  Buttertubs 
-since then known to  us a s  C l i f f  Beck Heai! - on 3,2.6? (party: J,Co~per,  
i.,Holmes, N,Ed~vards, Sa,Peaurt, P,Ryiler), Directly insir?e the midc low 
entrance reccss a re  two passages, the larger  on the 1, Streans emerge from 
both passages, The 1,hand entranc,e was first entcred - a hands-and-knees 
cranl, turning r, a few f e e t  in, i n  about a foot of water, There is one 
higher sec t ion  where one may stoop for  a yard o r  two, but beyand, the 
roof drops again, and exploration was concluded some 70' i@, due t o  lack 
of airspace, . ." . 

The second, smaller entrance, a t  f i r s t  si,@t less promising than the  
first, proved t o  lead t o  a greater  length of cave, The passage i t 3  generally 
a bands-and-kwas, or  elbows-aid-kne~s crawl, m o m  *a' tube than a bedding 
plane, with a few inches of water, M t e r  several sharp turns, some distance from 
the  entrance, a bry but t igh t  ox-bow bypasses an impassably low sect ion of 
the  stream pasaage, Beyond, the  passage narrows, w i t h  a very s m a l l  inlet on 
the 1, Explsrat ion was concluded here, and resumed two months later by 
J,Lonzstaf f and Powder, 
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A large rock lying i n  the passage forces a t igh t  squeeze, between 
jogged walls which eas i ly  t ea r  boi ler  su i t s .  Ihs passage then widens, sa in  s 
r., and f o r  a few ynrds i s  decidedly vet. Beyond, the s t r e m  energes fmm 
an impassably low bedding plane on the l., and on the r. is a narrow 
f i ssure ,  which suprisingly opens in to  o narrow but high aven. This nas 
climbed f o r  sorqe 20', from where it couM be seen tha t  it closed down t o  
impassably narrow rSfts. !RE aven i s  appro%. (such e s t a t e s  m u s t  be very 
rough) 200' from the  entrance. 

9ketchc%a.r, of the Head of C l i f f  Bek. - - I 
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F o ~ f i a p e -  a fer; hundred 
' / <texa% f e e t  of passage, h s  been dug out by 
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the N.P.C . No v i a ~  into the =in 
; -.- stream passage fecding the  rising hrrs 

yet  been f omd. 

One of the headnters of Ireshopebtrsn, Grooves Cleugh, plunges over 
the Great (b in )  lirtestone a s  a waterfall ,  i n  a nnr rm~ gorge ( a t  the south 
end of Clints ~raggs) .  A t  e i t h t r  side of thr ontrpnc~; t o  t h i s  l i t t l e  gorge 
i s  a s m ~ l l  cart entrance, each fncing the other, and ~ a c h  discharging rr 
s m n l l  s t r em.  

The west cave atarts off as  a low arched tunnel, where one can 
stoop, somewht l i k e  n mine level,  soon lowering t o  a hands-d-knees 
uravil. On the  1. is  a dry'branch, s i l t ed  up within ti few yamis. 

Sketch Plan of the  West Cave, freshopeburn. 



The main passage continuge a s  a wet crawl,  with necrr its, 
end, where it becones t o o  l b w ,  'e narrow 15' high rift providfn$ 
enough space f o r  one. o r  two o ~ v e r s  t o  s t a n d  up out of t h e  water. 
This is appa ren t ly  what is  r e f  e r r e d  t o  , a s  a ' chamber' i n  'P. U, 

The e a s t  cave is  s smal l  s t ream passage of a d i f f e r e n t  type ,  
w i t h  a ' f i gu re  of e i g h t '  c ross-sea t ion ,  compared w i t h  the 
wider law beddtng p lane  of t h e  west cave. The prtssage become6 
a w e t  crawl,  and suddenly ends with t h e  roof dropping i n t o  t h e  
water.  What i s  doubt less  t h e  s i n k  f o r  t h i s  cave was found on 
the l imestone p l a t eou  above C l i n t s  C r ~ g g a .  

Sketch ~ i n n  of t h e  E a s t  Cave, ~r$shopeburn;  

1 
Each of t h e s e  caves,  according t o  IP,U.t, is  200' long. 

A t h i r d  cave, 25' long ( d r y ) * i s  i n  t h e  bnvlk of Grooves Cleugh above 
the w a t e r f a l l  was seen  but  no t  en te red  t h ~ a ~ g ' n  l 8 c k  of  time. 
WINDALEHEAD CAVE 25 , 28/3/67 , 3/8/67. 

This d e t r a c t i v e  small cave i s  no t  widely known, a l though 
s e v e r a l  p a r t i d e  from v a r i o u s  c lubs  h ~ v e  explored it. 

The en t rance  t o  t h e  cave i s  on t h e  M. s i d e  of a smell 
l imes tone  gorge on Swindale Beck (NGR 815.1$8.), above a rising 
i n  t h e  f a c e  of the c l i f f .  The en t r snce  l e a d s  down i n t o  the 
s t ream passage,  roomy f o r  H few f e e t ,  then  dropping t o  a brief 
but wet crawl under a l e a f  of rock. Beyond t h i s  is a ' s tooping '  
passage - a c i r c u l a r  tube  with n narrow v ~ d o s e  t r e n c h  T h i s  

m e r s ,  be fore  suddenly opening i n t o  cs roughly c i r c u l e r  chamber 
i s  - 20' high, with s u p r i s i n g l y  f i n e  formations 811 eround. 
dl high rift on t h e  1,. ends wi th in  8 few yards,  but on the r. 
is a low nrch,  immedic+tely opening i n t o  8 second chember, 
sirnilfir i n  dimensions and formations t o  .the first. A smell 
s t ream ( n o t  t h e  whole s t ream which r i s e s  below the cave, and is 
seen f u r t h e r  on) e n t e r s  the chamber down a 10' w a t e r f a l l ,  
e a s i l y  climbed. Above i s  a srn~ill p ro fuse ly  decomted  stre~imway, 
I tmer ing  snd swinging 1. t o  EI hands-nnd-knees crew1 i n  8 
ahallow csn81. This ends, 8nd t h e  way on is through a low 
mddy bedding p l sne ,  somewhat obs t ruc ted  w i t h  8 f o r e s t  of 



c a l c i t e  p i l l a r s .  Beyond these  the  crawl s lopes  down t o  a 
l a r g e r  pssesge, wiCh stream. Downstre~m (beneath the  cwwl )  
i s  choked. Upstream the  roof drops, and one i s  forced t o  
crawl ? f l a t  i n  the stream, which s f t e r  a few yards cau be seen 
flowing from an4 impnssebly low and narrow f i ssure , .  

The length of Swindaleheed Gave i s  probably tlround 
t h r e e  or f o u r  hundred feet.  Nearby i s  m o t h e r  cepe en tmnce ,  
s l s o  discherging a s m a l l  stream, which, however, csn be seen 
sinking close e t  .hand. This cave is, ~ f t e r  t, yard  or so, 8 
l o w  wet crnwl, which hgs been forced f o r  c.50' (the sink 
cannot be much f u r t h e r ) .  The s i n k  f o r  t h e  m ~ i n  c8ve is not  
npparent  near  t h e  gorge. 
UPPER HUDESHOPE V-ULEY. 

The clrecj v i s i t e d  is c. 3 miles N. of  Middleton, ~ ~ o u n d  
t h e  r i s i n g  previously  v i s i t e d  on 19/11/66 (see MSG Report 1). 
The r i s i n g  was ngclin en te red  (condi t ions  being much drier), 
but  proved impenetrable n f t e r  c. 15', the  pnsaage s p l i t t i n g  
up into impssssbly small  f i s s u r e s  clnd tubes,  811 dischnrging 
water. 

On t h e  W. s i d e  of Hudeshope Beck, opposi te  t he  rising, 
a s m n l l  stream, Goving Sike ,  flows down o f f  the moor, ztnd drops 
over the  l imestone as 0 20' wnterf81.1. It w a s  not iced t h a t  th i s  
wns nlmost dry, w i t h  the strenm emerging from a v o r i e t y  of tiny 
crcctcks nnd tubes a t  the b ~ s e  s f  t he  f n l l ,  The l i t t l e  gorge 
nbove the f a l l  WAS entered,  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y ,  8nd t h e  Sike  was 
found s ink ing  on i ts S. b~~nlc. The s i n k  c o n s i s t s  of 8 rift, with 
t he  streom f a l l i n g  c.8' i n t o  o pool, with no wny on ~ b o v e  wgter. 

A l i t t l e  f 'urther upstreem, r l t  the top. of  the l imestone,  
another  opening w e s  found on t h e  S. bonk - obviously 8 former 
s ink ,  This is  the entmnce t o  srnz:ll cave dubbed Coving Sike 
Pot ; -  -- - ----- 

r----..3) COW~NC? 5iJ(& 1 
, \ ------ 

-I 

: L s , ~ ~ ~ , ~ . ~  I :&  
' C O V ~ N G  SIBE POT 

1 ,  . # . . ,  Sketch P l m ,  
' 8 .  , r * * . f ,  

-77- 
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j 8 ,  

About 50 y.@rds eas t  oP Blire John Hole, on the  surfRae, 
the  par ty  f oun& a small c i r c u l a r  pethole from. which could be 
heard runningb%ater - not one: of th-e, two holes  which connect 
w i t h  t he  cave.. Sedder was   bout t o  be sent f o r  when a second 
small hole was found nearby, which, v ia  s mud slope,  l ed  t o  the 
bottom of thq' pothole and a streem passege, with the stream 
emerging f P b  '& swnp (doubtless the  Bownstrelrm end of t h a t  
p r e v i ~ u s l y  eacbuntered i n  the cave - it  cannot be very long),  
The str@am $@asage of th i s  pa r t  of th'e System, 'Blue John 111, 
is r a t he r  ,lowar than i n  the  main ceve,  rid coatinues f o r  c.80' 
t o  a second sump, 

Further  e a s t  s t i l l  is a t h i r d  openitkg in&-%he limestone, 
This is  choked. with boulders a f t e r  c.20! and is notable only 
i n  t h a t  it con%ains a foo t  long sts1acli:te; 
W r n M O K E  EQJQ, C A P  , 3 3/8/67. 

Tne entrsnce t o  t h i s  cave, which had on gievious 
o c c a ~ i o n s  beem @aught. Snr,wrin, %s found in a %mil hollow 
near the  NE comer  of the  w ~ l l e d  f i e l d  d$recl lg  *a?$, of Windmore 
End Farm. A b m l l  hole, nomnelly covered,by alabs,',@rops down 
onto a slope. sf 2ooss rocks, leading down Lnto €3 s%ft passflge of 
impressive? p~tzpart ions,  The f l o o r  s lopes down t o  8 .qqddy 001, 
then r i s e s  up three  s teep muddy slopes,  t o  n point $here the  
rift, grev3ousXy d88$ s t r ~ i g h t ,  bends slightly t o  the  r ,  The 
passage wldens sEi&tly, .  with a . f e w  shor t  a t e l s c t i t e s ,  and then 
r, 20' chimney down musf be 'negot ia ted  t o  the f loo r . a f  the  f i n e l  
sec t ion  of the  rift, ending i n  a mud choke a f t e r  .c.$Of. 

A t  sever01 points  i n  the  mnin rift narrow. c ross - r i f t s  leed 
off.  Two of theae, both ou the  1. s i d e  (going i n )  a r e  penetrable 
f o r  a few yrrrds before bedoming too t igh t .  - A t h i r d  s i de  pssmge 
leads off the  rift 8 few ynrds from'the entmnce, not n t  right 
rrngles but running dingonnlly back towards ' the .@ur f r~e .  This 
prrssage s lapes  downhill t o  a very narrow squeeae (pclssnble by 
s m l l e r  cavers only), then turns l., and ends. in a 10' @ide 
chsmber, with no fu r t he r  pasaeges. 

Windmore End Cave i s  e n t i r e l y  n cra$$s.riPt system, w i t h  
no t r ece  of any stream phssages,, Phis is  unf 'u~funnte,  s ince  the  
cave l i e s  midway bet.wee"6' SwbdaEe Pots nnd ' t he i r  r4surgence. 
Party: C.Carson, J,Lon$stnff, P.Robinsosl, P.Ryder. 

I n  a small shrrkehole a few See%- .sffes% 8% ,the entrance t o  
Windmore End Cave, a l i t t l e  stream s inks  i n  wet wenther. This 
is seen ngrrin d r i zz l ing  from-$Ee~k.oof of one of the  impassably 
narrow cross - r i f t s .  



OTHER EXPEDITIONS. 

29/4/67 Mongo G i l l  Bole - Entered  by t h e  North Shnf t ,  
3 50' p i t c h .  The system i s  s a i d  t o  be very  complex, nnd s o  i t  
proved. A long  passage r r i t h  mony, unf ortunn t e l y  r a t h e r  d i r t y ,  
s t8 lngmi te  p i l l o r s  8nd ~ t h e r  f ormntions, was n t  l e n g t h  found 
:tnd explored.  Phot ogr:jxny was f o r  once success fu l .  

13/5/67 L i t t o n d : ~ l e  - Dowkerbottom Cztve w n s  found, 
impress ive  i n  t h e  s i z e  of i t s  chambers ond pDssages, bu t  no t  
ve ry  long. S l e e t s  G i l l  Cave w z ~ s  i n spec ted  with i n t e r e s t  - 
t h e  s t ream p:)ssDge wa: n o t  found - , and one p8ssage of S C O S ~ I )  
Cave w ~ l s  followed t o  ,ts b i t t e r  end ( t h i s  w f l s  extremely 
d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  knees 3nd g e n e r a l  morale) .  E i g h t  c8vers  were 
p resen t  on th is  t r i p .  

10/6/67 Borrowdal? Beck Head - Enough w:~s  seen  of this i n  
two hours  t o  confirm 811 rumours 8s t o  t h e  g e n e r r l  t i g h t n e s s  
~ n d  wetness of t h e  csve ,  though only z-i f r a c t i o n  of the 
rumoured l e n g t h  was covered. Dangerous i n  w e t  weather. 

15/7/67 Kisdon C - we - Idens  of d igg ing  t h e  f i n r l  choke 
were nbandoned, but 8 prev ious ly  unknown-to-us pessgge off t h e  
chomber on the 1. ~ i d e  of t h e  mine l e v e l  wos found rind 
followed t o  n 11nrgc rock,  which proved immobile, ~ltE10ugh t h e  
way on beyond coul : .  be seen. A l l  ve ry  low, muddy pnd depress ing.  

30/7/67 B n r  Pot  - wos s u c c e s ~ f u l l y  descended, ~ n d  v a r i o u s  
of t h e  pc?ss- t h e  a t p i n g  Ghyll system explored.  Normally 
a dry p o t ,  is  n o t  s o  a f t e r  heavy r a i n .  

6/8/67' Thpckt' lvraite Beck Cnve - e resurgence i n  t h e  
Underset t  l i rnepte~c.~xr a chamber wi th  some f o m r t i o n s  i s  
a maze of b o u l d e ~  chokes, i n  which it i s  very easy t o  become 
l o s t .  Length a b o ~  .t 2000'. 

12/8/67 Swin - i a l e  ~ o t s .  
13/8/67 Alun - Pot  rtnd Long Churn. A l u m  Po t  m s  descended, 
V ~ R  Lower Long C nurn, :~nd Upper ~ o E g  Churn w:~s explored.  

17/8/67 M81: e r s tm - J i n g l i n g  S ike  Cave w n s  ' foundv - -& . 
without  knowing wos f i rs t  explored D y e a r  o r  s o  ago 
by t h e  N.P.C. A week l a t e r  two members r e tu rned  :>nd enjoyed 
R t r ig  through o r  r o t h e r ,  i n  nnd out  ;7t b o t h  ends e f )  th i s  n 

l i t t l e  through system - which f o r  9% of t h e  way i s  8 f l a t  
crnwl i n  i c y  we ;er ave r  jogged s tones .  
18/8/67 Swinn - t rg i l l  - Explo ra t ion  i n  r e m i f i c a t i o n s  of o l d  
mine workings. 

20/8/67 Sim s2ns Pot  - Descended t o  t h e  t o p  of Aven Po t ,  
t h e  l a s t  p i  T k  c 



26/8/67. Swindale Pots,  
Week on Xendip - see separate  repor t ,  

14/9/67. Kingsd~le Master Cave .- using the  new en8mWl0&, 
qu i t e  pn impressive cave, nb d m i c u l t i e s  (one 17' pifch) ,  
22/9/67 and sssor ted  l s t e r  dates,  

- 
Beck Cnye. 

f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  sale elsewhere. 

. ,  . - . -  
HOPE LEV3L FOUR FATHOM M I F E  CAVE, STANEWE, ' . - - $  

An MSG t r i p  t o  th i s  cpve was h e l d  cm 4th Apri l  1967. 
A fo r tn igh t  o r  s o  l a t e r  two members returned, t o  r e t r i e v e  8 
hammer dropped $n the  cove, and f o u n d  thnt  a Cnmbridge 
University Pe r ty  were i n a t n l l i n g  a laser-beam seismograph i n  
the  mine l eve l ,  pnd were grrting the entmnce,.Access t o  the  
cave, f o r  the time being, i s  extremely d i f f i c u l t .  

Hope Level is entered through an erched p o r t a l  i n  a 
blockhouse-like s t ruc ture ,  from which 8 streom flows. The 
first sect ion  of the l e v e l  is arched i n  Stonework, but further 
i n  the l eve l  is cut i n  the s o l i d  rock., and much roomier than the 
overage lend level ,  

A little over 2,000' i n ,  the  l e v e l  has cut  through n 
streem pessglge crave i n  the Four Fsthom (Underaett) Limestone. 
The streom now emerges from o hole c.4' up i n  the 1. wall  of 
the  l e v e l ,  nnd nlmost oppos2te, pt n s i m i l n r  height, i s  the  
now dry downstream pnssage. Beyond the  cpve the l e v e l  continues, 
then spl i -bs  upt All the b r ~ n c h e s  soon ens, some i n  high rifts 
with r o t t i n g  wooden lndders r i s i n g  into the gloom ~ b o v e .  

Entering the  'upstrenm' ac t ive  p s r t  of  the osve, by 
scrnmbling up through n muddy hole, a nnrrow but high (c. 20') 
pessgge is found. The strenm flows quietly..over the f loo r ,  
between mud,dy w r r l l s ,  trnd there  a r e  no fomq.tiiune. A s  one 
continues ~ l o q g  th is  pnssnge, more nnd more ;bouf:der piles, 
nnd huge leaning rock f lnkes,  nre met. Some of the  boulder 
p i l e s  nre climbe& over, and one w ~ l k s  0.15' nbuve the  stream. 
After  severnl easy climbs up nnd dowq , n rnther more d i f f i c u l t  
15' climb ( 8  rope i s  helpful  on the  return journey) is met, 
opening i n t o  o wide chamber, f lnt-roof e d .  ' nnd f loored w i t h  
boulders. Here there 8re zt few s m d l  s t e f ~ c t i t e s .  

Beyond the chr~mber i s  m o t h e r  scrnmble down t o  the 
stream ngnin, and the possnge continue6 t o  another chanber, 
th i s  time a t  stream l eve l ,  where miner81 ve in l e t s  m e  seen. 
'Phe stream pnssrjge then swings r., ~ n d  becomes s m n l l e r ,  i n  
places n e c e s s i t ~ t i n g  hnnds-ond-knees crswling. Further on the  
possnge becomes more roomy sgclin, but wider ond lower thnn 
before, with mudbanks on e i t h e r  side of the strenm. 

T h i s  p s r t  of the cnve suddenly ends where the strenm flows 
art of F very low bedding plrne. The lnrger psssege, mud-floored, 
continues f o r  8 shor t  distence fur ther ,wi th  a t  i ts end the  only  



wfty on being dowr~ n am01 7. hrrl P i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  not very 
i n v i t i n g ,  i n t o  8 wide ond low wet crawl ( 8 l s o  e n t e r ~ l b l e  by 
fol lowing t h e  s t r e a n ) .  This crawl soon ends i n  a h ighe r  
nnrrower passsge ognin. Beyond, walking c3nd s tooping a l t e r n n  t e  
with sho r t  f l ~ l t  s i n  the  woter, The t h i r d  s ec t i on  of 
crnwling i s  l o  o n t ~ l i n s  €3 r ight-angled bend. An e r ~ s i e r  
crawl f l oo red  by shal lower  water  fbihi&bws, wi th  one low nrch,  
opening suddenly i n t o  the  f i n n l  chnmber of t he  cave, bestrewn 
with  l n rge  boulders.  

k t  t h e  f n r  end of the  chnmber nn opening l eads  up i n t o  
'The Glory Hole1, 8 smal l  dome-like chnmber formed i n  t h e  shclle 
nbove the  l imestone,  One w n l l  of t h i s  chamber is edorned wi th  R ' " 
rnegnificent c2scade of translucent ornnge ~ n d  red  s t r e ~ k e d  
flowstone, with co lour fu l  s t c r ? l ~ ~ c t i t e s  ~?bove.  . 

I n  the  chnmber from which the  Glo r$  Hole1 opens, t h e  - r . 
strefun emerges from c7 low opening i n  t he  re w ~ j l l .  This l e s d s  
t o  o f l s t  crawl,  which must be done on ones b~tck ,  due t o  l a c k  
of s~ i r space .  A f t e r  o few ynrds i t  enlnrges  somewhot, end 
ends i n  r c o n s t r i c t e d  sump - too  t i g h t  t o  pass ,  plthough 
o i r sp8ce  cnn be f e l t  beyond. On the  1. is  8 dry low crawl, This 
runs bsck towgrds t h e  'Glory Holeq ,  wi th  which i t  connects by 
n t i n y  f i s s u r e .  The crawl then  becomes t oo  low, ~ l t h o u g h  9 s lope  
lending  down t o  wnter ,  pr9sumnbly t he  s t r e n n  beyond t he  sump, 
c8n be seen 8head. k l i t t l e  work here  n igh t  y i e l d  nn extension.  

Returning t o  t he  min6 l e v e l  - t h e  upstrenm p a r t  of t he  
cave is  a l i t t l e  over 2,000' long - t h e  downstrevm poss8ge cnn 
be entered.  This i s  o t  f i rs t  roomy 51nd dry, but soon becomes 
inc reas ing ly  choked, wi th  low  muddy crowls under uns t sb l e  
boulder  p i l e s .  The l i m i t  of explorn t ion  seems t o  be l i t t l e  over 
a hundred ~ 3 r d ~  from the  l e v e l .  

The former resurgnnce of the  c:rve s t resm - i t  now flows out 
of t h e  l e v e l  - i s  unknown. k wel l  known ou tho r i t y  on nor the rn  
crlves suggests  t h o t  the  wnter any h w e  recclppeored i n  t he  bed 
o f  t h e  Wepr between Str~nhope vnd F ros t e r l ey ,  where t h e  Four 
Fnthom Limestone d ips  below ground l e v e l ,  

The cove w n s  surveyed by t h e  N.P.C. i n  1954 up t o  t h e  
upstresm crrtwls. These were dug out :1nd explored i n  1959 by 9- 

members of t he  Durham C8ve Club. 
I n  genern l ,  t h i s  i s  8n i n t e r e s t i n g  system, t he  genere l  s 

l a c k  of formntions being compens~3ted f o r  by t he  mc n i f i c e n t  
-0 - 

l i t t l e  'Glory Hole1 n t  t h e  frlr  end. The MSG pnr ty  TC.Cnrson, 
N.Edwnrds, 5.Longstnff9 SePe8ur t ,  P.Robinson, P.Ry13er, B.Tf11bot 
und J.Wilson, t r an spo r t  ~ . ~ o o p e r )  were underground f o r  5* hours. 
The only pcjrts of t h e  c8ve which present  ony d i f f i c u l t y  o r  
unplensnntness nre t he  15'  climb, ~ n d  t h e  fin81 wet cmwls .  



The l e ng th  of the  cave i s  c.35l c~nd t he  depth c.25'. 
The passage is  q u i t e  roomy before  suddenly c los ing  t o  
a sl i t .  
THE W. S ,  R. S.  TYZTBM, LAl'TGDOU BECK. 

The f i r s t  visit-to t h i s  cave was made on 22/4/67, 
nnd l a t e r  t r i p s ,  f o r  surveying purposes, have been on 
33/7/67 and 19/9/67. The s t r e ~ m  seen i n  t he  cave i s  t h a t  
which emerges below, end i s  seed i n ,  Moking Hurth. The 
s i n k  ( impenetrable)  i s  s t  the  edge of t he  l imestone plnteau.  

A sh~ j l low shakehole, beside a l a r g e r  rocky one, conta ins  
t he  entrcqnce, a narrow 261 s h a f t .  A l adder  is  perhgps not 
clbsolutely e s s e n t i a l ,  but  i s  a g r e a t  help.  De~cending,  one 
lands  i n  8 rift ppsspge, c los ing  down t o  the  no r th ,  nnd 0 
yclrd o r  two t o  t he  south forming €1 ' t  l -  junct ion w i t h  P second 
r i f t .  To the  r. here  i s  too  nctrrow (duyl igh t  is v i s i b l e ) ,  and 
t o  the  1. soon ends, but  before  i t  does s o  the re  i s  8 tube i n  
the  r, ( south)  w a l l .  Tliia, n shor t  muddy crcclwl, opens out 
i n t o  the  s i d e  of t he  strenm pnssage, where t he r e  is  en eEIsy 
101 descent t o  t he  stream. Downstream the  stream flows awzy, 
s f t e r  :I few yards,  through nn impassably srn~~ll f i s s u r e ,  
but  a t  a h igher  l e v e l  i s  a pzlssgge, which soon becomes t o o  
t i g h t  . 

IJpstreflm, t h e  pnssege i s  high but  ncjrrow, 2nd a 18rge 
s ta lngmi te  flow fo r ce s  one t o  cr::wl i n  t he  strenm f o r  fl few 
f e e t ,  before  nnother lTF-junct ion i s  r e ~ c h e d .  To the  r. i s  a 
f a i r l y  roomy pfissage which soon ends, n f t e r  s p l i t t i n g  i n t o  
two, To the  I,, upstrenm, t h e  possage continues,  spncious,  
wi th  ~ t t r a c t i v e  formcc~tions. A t  one po in t  t he  streamwny 
swings r., 8nd s t r n i g h t  :]head t h e r e  i s  on i n l e t ,  ~ l m 0 s t  
blocked by s t ~ i l g m i t e ,  which continues f o r  c.50t t o  nn m e n ,  
where n l i t t l e  water en t e r s ,  prob~ebly from the  surfclce. 

Fur ther  up the  stream p.-?sFpge is a s m ~ l l  chomber, with 
more formntions. Soon c'lfter t h i s  t he  p:!ssccige becomes €1 hzqnds 
and knees crawl, wi th  i n  p leces  c=wls through ond under 
wedged blocks. A f t e r  c.200t,  pad sorne i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e  
h e l i c t i t e s ,  t he r e  i s  8 s h o r t  h ighe r  s ec t i on .  Beyond t h i s  
i s  the  f i n n l  pnssage, clmost s t r ~ i ~ t ,  with one o r  two very  
low s ec t i ons ,  nwkwnrd on the  r e tu rn  journey, which must be 
mgde f e e t  f i rs t .  The pzlssage ends impc3ssnbly nfjrrow, 

The t o t n l  l eng th  of  this o t t r ~ ? c t i v e  l i t t l e  system is  
c7 l i t t l e  over 600' - and t h e r e  is no f e ~ l t u r e  mer i t ing  n 
grade h ighe r  thcln tModernte' , o r  perhclps D i f f i c u l t t  f o r  
l q r g e r  cnvers who hnve j u s t  fought t h e i r  wny b~lck  up t he  
nerrow nnd jclgged s ided entronce s h ~ f t .  



TAILSRIGG POTS AND BLUE JOHN HOLE. 22/7/67. 
Tn i lb r igg  P o t s  l i e  olong the  e n s t  edge of t h e  p lg teou 

of t h e  Moin Limestone, no r th  of Hollow B i l l  Cross 2nd the  
Keld - Kirkby Stephen rocld, j u s t  west of the ~den/Swc?le 
watershed. Some of t he  po t s  ;Ire s inks ,  tnk ing  s m z l l l  s trenms 
flowing o f f  Lcqmps Moss, 

The mcin s i n k  of t h e  group (very  l i t t l e  w t ~ t e r  goes down] 
i s  known 13s Hollow M i l l  Pot.  The f i r s t  p i t c h  mentioned i n  
?P,U. ', 22 l ,  ctjn be byp~lssed by 8 simple scrnmble down t h e  
open pot .  From h e r e  a wcter-polished rock chute  l e e d s  dovm t o  
t h e  m ~ ? i n  p i t c h ,  n somewhst spirc71 she-ft, providing n l ~ d d e r  
climb of about 7 5 ,  with no po r t i cu l t l r  d i f f i c u l t y .  The only 
passcge ~ l t  t h e  b8sB of t h e  po t  i s  2 very  narrow rift, ending - 

i n  mud and g r z ~ v e l  n f t e r  c .30f ,  
The pothole  due no r th  of Hollow I i l i l l  Pot w n s  elso 

descended, The ng in  s h ~ f t ,  i n  n U r g e  rocky shz~kehole,  
provides  n mostly free-henging 65' lsldder p i t c h ,  onto 8 p i l e  
of b o u l d e ~ s ,  sheep rennins ,  ond o the r  .assorted deb r i s ,  There 
o r e  no lc7tem1 pclssnges, except c? smr?l ler  s h e f t  i n  t h e  spme 
sh~jkehole  which jo ins  t h e  m~lin one holfwvy down, 

A t  t h e  no r th  end of t h e  T-clilbrigg l imestone p l ~ t e o u  
is  the deeply i n c i s e d  v ~ l l e y  of Dunkerdrlle, through which 
flows Rigg Beck, Where t h e  Beck flows onto the  l imestone  i t  
s i n k s  i n  i t s  bed, cind resurges  8 t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  l imestone  
c l i f f  crtt t h e  hezld of t h e  r sv ine - l i ke  pr!Ft of t h e  v ~ l l e y .  The 
resurgence i s  from n s c r e e  s lope  (8s  i s  m o t h e r ,  pos s ib ly  t hn t  
f o r  Tfl i lbrigg Po t s ,  nearby) ,  bu t ,  i n  t h e  rock ~tbove,  n re  two 
o r  t h r e e  s m n l l  cfwe ent rances ,  These proved d isnppoint ing ,  
merely in te rconnec t ing  i n  ZI few yzjrds of s m ~ l l  pcTssnge, with 
the stret3m c~udib le  somewhere below. On t h e  no r th  f l n n k  of 
Dunkerdale, obove the  c l i f f s ,  o r e  some sm: i11  impenetrsble  
s inks ,  

Blue John Hole l i e s  on t h e  Swolednle s i d e  of  t h e  
wntershed, obout 150' lower thon rnd ho l f  ~7 mile  SE of 
T ~ l i l b r i g g  Pots.  A l s r g i s h  stre~3rn flows onto zi s m z 1 1 1  i n l i e r  
of t h e  Moin Limestone, ond c:isccjdes over boulders  i n t o  8 
l n r g e  cave mouth, The cove c o n s i s t s  of n well-developed 
stream pssrcage, t h e  f i r s t  pg r t  l i t  by two openings from t h e  
su r f ace  ( s sheep found i n  t h e  cove, f~nd rescued,  a u s t  hove 
f o l l e n  down one of these) ,  The possage,  somewhst wicding, 
suddenly ends i n  n s m c t 1 1  ch:~mber, nnd E; few y ~ r d s  of  wide 
lower passz:ge, w i t h  4' deep wztter, t o  a sump. A smrll pzssage 
i n  t h e  wol l  of t h e  chnmber R ~ O V ~  ths sump merely 1e::ds &o 0 
smrll muddy :wen. The l e n g t h  of t h i s  pr i r t  of t h e  cpve i s  
c.150f, 



O t h e r  N m  Discoverfes i n '  th N m t b r n  Ik les*  

Various other caving dubs ,  notably the Northern Pennine, have 
been a t  work i n  areas to the north of the tclassiot area of Craven. 
The M e  SO GO have recieved t h e i r  copy of the Northern Pennine Club 
'Jotu%al', Sunmer 1967, which contains reports on the  discovery and 
exploration of the Follaalng caves, north of Wan3leydc23at 

Great Sleddale Pots. 827.9588. I n  a ra ther  inaclcessible recion of the 
headwaters of the Stvale. One of the pots i s  -70' 
deep. A11 the s in lcs  res ur,:e nearby* 

Aakrey G i l l  Cave ( co t t eda l e )  '820.953. Shaf'% N. of the sbl :  of the G i l l ,  
50' pitch. Over 800' of n a m w  stream pa.ssap 

Dm Gill Cave. 82$. 9& S;en,@h, 300' +. + 

ETeedlehouse G i l l  Risings. 738.972. On the west em slopes of' 'C'Pi3.d Boar 
. q Bell. Len,$h c. 100' ,- loose blobliks. - 

, Featherbed Pot 75Ch 997. Len,g.th c. 50'. 

Chert; Cave. 734 971. Len:$h 1571 f . In jazzed rock, partly matiling. 

~ r e s n  Rim Pot. 736.989; Length 500' +. 50' entrance piCoh, l o w  mwfls 
aonneot lar,qe chambed, then 11 s tram pa s i z e *  . - - 

men Sike Oave. 782.970. ~ e n f  h a 1500' On Wl le r s t ang i  Resur~euce 
cave, in places ticht' and jagged." 

JingJing Sike Cave. 78'1.966. Length c. 1000'. A ' t h u &  t d p ' ,  all b& 
a f mr yads+bo%n,.; low, wet and unoanfo&able. 

. h the eastern flatnli of Malle$tan;:; north of these caves, a re  
several small s in la  and pots i n  the Main Linestone (also i n v e s t i a t e d  bx 
M o S * ( h  members), Theii. resur.  ;ence i s  cholced, but one pothole i s  
deep (best done on a 25' ladder). 

Cliffe Force Caver 882.960. Near the 'Bu t t  ertubst. For d e t a i l s  see  
NOS. G* Emedition repo&ts. Ectensively dug by N0P.C. , with no r e a l  

, . success. .Now a b o u t  4.00' of passage. 

'GOD'S B R I E E  CAVES, GRE!FADU 

God' s Bridge Caves (also described f n MSG Newlet t er; B u g  67), 
are  s i tuated beside t h e  River Greta about ttvo and a half miles wet 
(upstream) of Bowes. God's ~ r i d ~ e  is  a natural  Limestone arch over the 
r i v e r  bed (across vrhich passes the Pennine my), * a  r e l i c  of the roof of 
,a former cave. 

I n  wet woa the r  the Greta flov>s ent i re ly '  o n  thd surface, beneath the 
Bridge. I n  drier conditions the r i v e r  , s inks  i n  its bed, in to  p v e l ,  
three hundred yards o r  so upstream fr'& the Bridge, and appears azain a 
s imi lar  distance downstream frbm the Bridge, fran tunbled blocks beneath 
a lovv crag. Three' or f o ~  hundred ,  yards furbher dovinstream the Greta sinks 
azain, in to 'var idus  narmw and choked fissures i n  i ts bed. The second 
resureance, a t  the base of ' the Limestone, i s  about a quarter of a mile  
nearer B o w ,  and is from beneath ,;miss and t r ee  roots on the south s i d e  
of the r i v e r  b e d  .. . .. 



There are two entlrrncee to the oavs through v b i ~ h  the G r e t a ,  
on ths western of its two subterranean .sections, flows. T h i s -  i 8  Godt e 
Bridge, f h f  emlored by the Durhm Cave Club - *%h- an ixtenslm 
claimed by the M~ir Si G 

The eastern of the cave entAanaes is in-  the western corner .of a 
small dlsused Qua= on the 'bank o f  the GFeea; about two huddred yards 
east of God's Bridge. The small  elitmnce d-ps down h t o  a low &amber, 
with beyond a 200' of  low,vd.de and extrasely filtrpt m w 1 ,  wing Sn a 
narrower section, and a 'Tt-$unction with a h ~ g e  passage, dr.)5' wide and 
0.4' hi&, through which Plows the River. Dowasti%am (to' the re')- the 
passage lmers  to a wet crawl (first passed YLSG members?), ahid 
probably sunps in wet weather. Beyond the roof d s e s  again, akrd %he 
passage dontinues, very winding, and often high enough t o .  permi$ easy 
walldng. There are assorted complex ox-bows, s i d e  passazes and' aveas. 
AfWer a Paw -htaidred feet the pasbage ends i n  a sump. 

Upstream P m  the entrornoe crawl the stramwag oonfinues* vltlde 
but only Mgh enough for stoopinz, with more complicated ox-bows, and 
occasional narrow avms (probably beneath ths shake-holes in the f i e l d  
above); low bedding plane on. the: L leads b t o  @ winding Plat-out 
clawl, which;. after  a tight upwad squusse and a az l ia l l  -ohamber, -6pehshs 
via angtlier squeeze onto the r iver  bank a few yards fran the Bridge - 
the seoond entrance* Continuing upstream, on the 1. i s  a m a w 1  up a 

' s h i a s e  bank into  a small chamber, or broad aven, wi$h two suppising 
slender stala&tas. The stream flows from beneath, a law rock curtain, 
with beyond a bands-and-lmees orawl in a wide but low oave, d c h  soon 
beoanea hiaer a s i n .  On the 1. here i s  a ti&t tubular passage,leading 
to a mall aven. The sbream passage suddenly ends iri'-a h c l ~  w a l l ,  .*th 
the stream flowin2 fmm a narrow and very wet fissure on the l., wfiiob 
can be fo l l01 '~ed  for a few yards, v ia  a duck and two sharp bends, unf il 
i t  sunps6 . - . .  .._" -. . - . .  . . .  _ _ .  

The t&al lennth of the cave must be over *a thoksand"faeta In . 
wet. conditions, when the Greta is fluwing+n %he surface, the csve may 

. still  be enterable, via the tight westekii ent&ihcs;* but -st of' the 
s f r e a m p ~ s ~ g e ~ l l ~ b e f l o o d e d - t o a t @  roof (as-will %he eastern . 
entrance crewl).  The oave, espeoially the.domstream reaches, mey be 
dangerous in w s e f  t l s d -  weather. 

I n  the'same disused qWrry as  the eastem entrance of the oave is 
a second, lather larger opening, mbich leads into a sedes  of mostly 
dry ma,&-floored. passages, mainly handsdnd-lmees -cmwIs, wkd~h have a 
seclond entrance i n  ' the river-bani: near the resurgeme. One orawl leads 
to a sect ion of'. lmr s tram~~ay  directly behind the resuraaeoe, Which 
ternbates upstream in a sunp. Z 

- - 

Mher Caves. 
A few feet upstream f& the Bridge. on t h e  south side of" the - - 

river bed, is a small ceve entmnce, hi* in'net weather discharses a 
aonsidezable flow of water, but i n  d l y  weather only a trickle, if a t  all. 
This arve, low, n a m w  and wet, hes been forced for c.90t, u n t i l  it 
beoame t oo  low (b ~ t  MSG members messrs. Camon and ~ i l a o n )  

A hundred yards or so further Sf, some distance k m  the r i v e r  
bank, is a very tizht fLssure (passable by small avers  only) d o h .  leads 
i n t o  a small stream passage, doubtless park of the same sysfem as the 
cave mentioned abv* Upstream, this divides into a dry and a wet bmnoh, 
bath booming t o o  1m0 Downstream the peasage vas not foroed* 

There are no entrances to  the sew& ~nder~mund section of $he G r a t e c  



g. S. G, HENDIP HOLIDAY,. 9:1Pm21mJ-9, 1967, 

Report by C ,Carson, 

Sunday Sept, 3rd. G, B. CAPA 

This cave pkovided a pleasant introduction t o  Mendip caving, 
After chan~ing i n  * barn - unaccus$omed luxury by Yorkshire s t a n h r d s  - 
the  twin locked doors on the entrance blockhouse wssre opened, The Nud 
Passage route, sloping steeply downwards, gave easy access to  the Gorge, 
nhere a hasty so r t i e  was made upstream to  see the Tynings Swa-llet stream 
entering tho cave from a boulder choke, The Gorge was then d;:scended to  the  
Main Chamber, the dimensions and formations of which impressed us a l l ,  
The Chamber, however, f l a t t e r s  only to  deceive, and soon we were i n  the 
narrow Sump Dig Extension and the end of the passage, Upon return from t h i s  
point tve made s t ra ight  fo r  the Laiider Dig Extension - again having to  unlock 
t n in  padlocks: A devious route through a boulder choke and s l i t t l e  searching 
eventually resulted i n  our finding Bat Passage, where we were a l l  overcome by 
the  pure t~hiteness and profusion of the formations, and spent a considerable 
time i n  taking photographs, After retracin.3 our s teps  a l i t t l e  way a t ight  upvrard 
climb gave access to  the Main Chamber of the Extension - again impressive 
i n  both size, and wealth of formations, Upon return, about three quarters 
of an hour mere spcnt i n  attempting to  f ind a route out from the boulder 
choke in to  the 'old cave1, The route is  now indelibly fixed on a l l  our minds, 
Party: C ,Carson, G,Lancfthorne, P,RoQinson, J ,Wilson, 

Monday Sept, 4th, S!ILD(INS I, IV & 11. 

Wet su i t s  were donned in Maines Barn, and our sh i l l ings  paid t o  M r  
Maine the farmer, who nas interested to  hear that  we were from the nodh, 
and expressed h i s  doubts a s  to  our route finding ab i l i ty ,  I assured him tha t  
I was well acquainted n i t h  our route, and wc s e t  off  across the f i e l d s  
t o  the pleasantly s i tuated snallet  entrance, 

The Wet Way gave speedy access t o  the Water R i f t ,  and the 4.0' Pot, 
Alas, the famous pipe had been removed, and 0, C.Lloyd, we l a t e r  heard, 
had blastcd a h ~ l e  above the pitch so that  tho water sank and r appeared. 10' 
from the bottom - except in winter when the water l eve l  is  higher, The 20' Pot 
was easi ly  negotiated, a s  wem the Double Pots, into which unfortunately 
no-ono f e l l ,  Tie a l l  then admired the flowstone of Barnets Loop, and pressed on 
t o  Tratman's Temple, and into S t  Paul 's Series, The viater level  i n  Mud Sump 
was f a i r l y  low, and Paradise Regained was easi ly  etocessible, En route t o  
Blue Pancil Passage, Shat ter  Pot was noted, a& the Greasy Chimney climbed 
by a l l  (oventually), Fault chamber tvas visited, and then the very constricted 
and awhiard Bluo Pencil  Passage mas dcscendcd, and the party at tained 
Swildons IV, and wallowod i n  its delights, After loolcing a t  Sumps 111 and 
IV a snack was token before Blue Psncil  was reascended, 

A traverse above the head of Blue Poncil Passage brought us t o  the 
Double Troubles (two s t a t i c  sumps) which took about twenty minutes t o  



syphon and bale, Once through, the somevihat muddied formations of Doomed 
Grot to  and Crysta l  P a s o a p  svcre admired, After almost los ing  two of the 
pa r ty  i n  Birthday Squeeze, Vicarage Passage t ~ c s  entered, and. the  P i t ,  with 
rawlbol t  and handline leading down t o  the  Landins i n  Swildons 11, nas  
negot ia te* '  by abse i l ,  Here my e l e c t r i c  f a i l ed ,  and a few minutes were spent i n  
l i s h t i n g  a carbide with a vvct f l i n t ,  Sump I1 rias looked a t ,  and then Sump I 
was dived by a l l ,  After  r e l i gh t ing  my carbide ~ic3,.all made f o r  the surface  
a p i n  - get t ing  l o s t  a t  the top of Jacobf s Ladder on the Short Dry Uay, 
and f inding our way t o  the  top of t he  Wet Vay via Kenney s Dig, 
Party:  C,Carson, G,Langthornc, P,Robinson, J,V7ilson, 

Tuesday Scpt, 5th,  &lLL>P,R, 

On Atonday evening we were joined by our secretary,  and h i s  account of 
Tues'day ? s t r i p  follows : - 

After a search i n  th ick bracken, a small r a i l e d  enclosure around an 
i r o n  p10,te s e t  i n  the  ground mas discovered, with a. l i t t l e  notice informing 
u s  t h a t  t h i s  was Lamb Lcer Cavern, Complicated manoevures culmim.ted i n  the  
triumpha.nt unloclcin~ of a hidden pa.dlock, and the ciisclosure of a Clark hole 
benea.th the  i rqn  pla.te, Tllc pa.rty sa fe ly  descended t h i s  mined shaf t ,  with the  
a i d  of a. 601 f i x d  lo.dC.er, in to  a small auddy mined chamber, with three  passages 
ra.dia.tin,y off ,  only the  l a rges t  being natural ,  This l a r g e  winding passage 
was folloneci dowihill  t o  a chamber containing a lo.rge and now muddied 
s t a l a p i t e  boss, knovin a s  t he  fBcehivet,  Herc a muclay s idc  passage was b r i e f l y  
explored, and the par ty  then returrzed t o  the main route, This roomy tunnel  
suprisin,yly ends i n  an  o ld  winch platform, a '30 m,p,hat sign, with a black 
void beyond, 75' of la.dcler merc belayed t o  the platform, and thrown down i n t o  
the darkness, One by one the  party descondcd the , snaying ladder,  t h e i r  l i ~ h t s  
cas t ing  f l ickerin.5 sliaclons across the t i e r s  of stalactites which adorn the  
walls  of t h i s ,  the l ~ r y e s t  cavern i n  t he  1;Iondips. The p i tch  is about 70t., 
and the  ladder  ha.nzs f r e c  a l l  the way, After so l id  pound,  i n  the form of 
the  sloping boulder . f l b o r  of the dome-like cn.vern, ,had been a t ta ined  by 
a l l ,  various s ide  passages were explored, One, a muddy crawl a t  tho head of 
20' of f ixcd i ron  ladder,  wa.s h a s t i l y  ve.catod on suspicion of b0.d a i r ,  
Another, a t  the top of  a, ramshackle e r ec t ion  of ancient  scaffolding and 
r o t t i n g  woodcn ladders, l e a d s  t o  a s t eep  slope down i n t o  a l a rge  chamber, 
named the  'Uavc of P a l l i n 2  BJ~tcrs ' ,  and inappropriately dry, Here muddy 
c a l c i t e  f lov~s  compelled f u r t h e r  photography - seve ra l  members had been 
submitted t o  'che ind ign i ty  of  havins t h e i r  p ic ture  talcen on the 70' pi tch ,  

A r e t u r n  was made t o  the Xain Chamber, and the 70f p i t ch  swiftly 
ascended, with the a i d  of an en thus ias t ic  par ty  winding i n  the  l i f e l i n e  
onto the winch, After each c l inber  had been forc ib ly  dra,?,ye;l. up, o f f  t he  
ladder  and halfivay round t h s  winch drum, breath was recovcreri, and within  
quar ter  of an hour the surface, and e pouring wet evening, were reached, 

Party:  C,  Carson, G,La,ngthorne, P,Iiobinson, P,Ryder, J,Plilson, 



Vednesday Sept 6th, (i) 2.00 am, . PINETRE3 --- FOT .- 
Geoff Lanythorne and myself!, a f t e r  i n  Jus t  suggesting an ea r ly  

morning Pinetree t r i p ,  ca l l ed  each o the r s t  bluff ,  and found ourselves 
vet t ing  tackle tozcther a t  1,00 am, The huge shakehole cntrance was soon 
I-' 

found i n  thc moonlight, and the twin-oildrum entrance p i t ch  laddered, 
Pine P i t ch  was laddcred and d~uble- l ined - quite  a pleasant and 
impressive 36' pitch, Rumble Pitch, the  Xain Ser ies  and a t i g h t  squeeze 
s r c  nezotiated beforc 'Zasy S t r e e t t  - a t i z h t  and ardous crawl of 200'0, 
i s  rcached, Geoff gavc up i n  dcspair, but  I pressed on t o  the  th i rd  a4von, 
beforc returnins,  TTc returnee? via the  Vallow t o  Pine Pitch,  and soon 
reached the surface, a t  about 3,JO am - the  best t r i p  of the whole week! 
Party: C,  Carson, G,Langthorne, 

( ii ) pm, LX)NG'I~'OOD/AUGUST SYSTI 2.l. 

After a. mornin2 r i d e  t o  Stoke Lane, which was i n  spate and uncnterable, 
we returned t o  Ir?estcrn ?.!endip and ma.de f o r  the Longwood Valley, After 
pa.ying our sh i l l ings ,  and showing our Charterhouse permits t o  Ivii Young, the 
tenant of the Lower Fa.rm, we walked up the val ley t o  the cave entrance, 
Tho cntrance chimney tvas e a s i l y  negot ia,tea, but the L-sha.pcd bedding plane 
squeeze annoyed those who hail not been there before, Once down tho Ten Foot 
Ver t i ca l s  we turned r, t o  the Boulder Chamber, towards August Series ,  
Althou~$~ there  had been two days of heavy rain,  t he  dreailed Wet Chimney 
turned out t o  be dry, Thc s teeply descending stream passage - depleted of 
stream - which is so typ ica l  of Mendip, opens out i n t o  Fault  Chanbor, 
which descends f o r  over 100' a t  a very s teep a.ngle t o  a junction with t he  
Nain Strca.m Passage, IVe went upstraam f i r s t ,  and v i s i t e d  both Dry and Wet 
Gal le r ies  - the wn.ter providing a, r e l i e f  t o  previously dry wet-suited cavem- 
where water sntel-s f ~ ~ o m  the  surface, Downstream, qui te  wet, is a very 
sporting passage with f i n e  formations, smz.11 r ia tcr fa l l s  and deep pools, 
A pleasa.n'c t raverse ~CiCls t o  thc va.riety, A quiok s o r t i e  mas G d c  up 
Tributary Passa.ge - a water connection with Longwood Series ,  Prcssing on 
downstream, we a l l  dcsconded the 17' chimney t o  Reynoldts Pa.ssage, t i g h t  
and tortous, and z.ccessible f o r  some 200' o r  so dcpendant on ones z i r th ,  

A r e tu rn  ao.s lnaae upstream, up Fau l t  Pitch, a.nd up the 12' waterfa l l  
i n to  Christmas Crz.vil - the connection with the Lon.pood Se r i e s  Nain Cliamber, 
A tra.versc out of the Chembcr togk us t o  the foot  of a t i g h t  upward climb 
which brou,il;ht u s  out unaor the Showerbath i n  the Great R i f t  - which leads  
alone to  the Ten Foot Vert icals ,  and the  Xntra.nce Se r i e s  again, 
Party: C,  Ca.rson, G,Lan:.;tIlornc, . . P,Robinson, J ,l>Jilson, 

Friday Sept , 8 t h  S T O I ~  LMB SLOCiCER. 

Aftcr  spending Thursday i n  thc tourist-packed Cheddar Gorge, and 
leaving Gcoff Lansthornc i n  Bris tol ,  we f e l t  f i t  cnouqh f o r  a.nother t r i p  
on Frida.y, 



Three Axbridge C.G. members offered t o  load'us down Stoke Lane, 
assuring us t h a t  the route was d i f f i o u l t  t o  find. They proved t h e i r  point 
by takins  f i f t een  minutes t o  find Bromne's Passage which gives access t o  
Sump I, After tho dolikhts of t h e  p1ughoJ.e type entrance, the  duck, and 
the Nutmog Grater, c7c mere face2 with the Sump, Contrazy t o  general 
expectations ( ~ i m  E y r d a  a r t i c l e  i n  the Spcloologist had been read), 
t h e  Sump was e a s i l y  negotietod with ins t ruct ions  from our Axbridge frienda, 
and Stoke I1 was reached, 

From the  Chansing Room we climbed up in to  C , B , C h B b r ,  and then 
passed through in to  llnin Chamber - very impressive f o r  its pmpdrtions an& 
the  s i ze  of i t s  f~ rma~ t ions ,  The Traverse we found quite  easy, and soon 
roached the Throne Room whore gasps of increduli ty and c l icks  of cmora 
shu t te r s  wcre hoard f o r  some time, A squeeee then brought us  i n t o  Boulder 
Chamber - again l a r ~ o  and well d~co ra t ed ,  After looking at  tho Charcoal 
s ta ined boulder we dcsconded rapidly t o  re jo in  tho Stroarnay a t  Sump I1 
and Pool Chamber, A roturn was then made, endl a snack of sardines consumed 
i n  the Main Chambar. A very refreshing t r i p ,  
Party: C ,Carson, P,Robinson, J,Vilson, 

Saturday Sept, 9th. ST CUTHBXEITfS 

Under our Br i s to l  Exploration Club lcador, Dave Irwin, we set off  
a t  a rapid paco down the  t i g h t  cntranco rift, then along a high rift passage 
t o  Areto Pitch, with a 20' f ixed ladder, f r o m  which the two Lodge Pitches, 
a l so  equipped with f ixed ladders, lead  dorm, Then follows the steeply 
dusccnding Wire Rift a t  tho end of which a 35' drop loads to the f l o o r  of 
Uppcr Mud Hall ,  Hem we stoppoC f o r  a breather, and discussed where .to go', 
a s  t h i s  was t o  be a photozraphic t r i p ,  Lf'tor seeing and phptographing 
P i l l a r  Chamber, Boulder Chambcr, the Railmay Tunnel, the Fingers and the 
Cascade, we desccnded to  Scwer Passage and Planta t ion  Jwc t ion ,  whero tho 
t v m  act ive s t rcans  neot, Downstream via Bcehivo Chambcr and Gour Ha l l  we 
rohchcd Gour R i f t  and The Duck, h f t c r  a few more pho%ographs a hasty r: . turn 

, Tias made t o  the  surface, 

I n  all, a vcry pleasant week was hnd on hledip, and, our thanks 
must 20 the Menilip Caving Group i n  whose cottage we wcre very comfortably 
housed, ~ l s o  our ~ r a t i t u d e  must be expressed t o  Tony Knibba - Meets 
Secretary of the  N.C,G,, mho arransad Charterhouse Permits f o r  us, and 
the t r i p  down G,B,Cave, 


