


Underground Again 

-- ?kActiuities of the /@?d oat s S eke. GmLp - Y p p  
1978 -U 1979 

I 
f 

SKYE 
p.3-11 I 

I 
f 

D E N €  q U 4 R R V  C A V E  p. 06-47 

EAST GILL AREA p. 15-17 

DARLINGTON 

JINGLING S l K E  CAVE 
AND AREA p. 16-20 

(see ne*t issue 

SHEFFIELD 
BRlGWTGATE 
C A V E  p.22. HE RNE H I U  CAVE p .  23 

!3 PLEASLEV VALE POT p. 24 

P 

m 
P 

I 

- CONSETT B R A M H  - TEESIDE BRANCH 

J - - S H E F F I E L D  BRANCU 

SOUTH ~ENSINGTOFI 
(see cover) 



M0L;DYWAW S m m U G I C U  GKOUP JOURNAL 1 0. 
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Eli t o r i a l .  

'%en t he  hEG ( 'warps ' t3 i n i t i a t e s  and frierlds' ) w s s  formed, i n  
the autum of 1966, there were those who ascribed it the usual longevity 
of small caving clubs - two o r  three years. Now, s t z ~ d r i x  or1 a ?:ill and 
looking back over thi.rteen yeaxs and ten jou-mls,  they have been proved 
inrrong . . . . 

me exploration and survey work s t i l l  goes on, 'i"i1lis year we have 
turned our attentions, for- the f i r s t  time, to llrelarld - arid tihat oth.er 
"o .~ t ly ing  area" of the Nortkier?~ Dales, the I s l e  of Skye, gets a few pages 
i n  t h i s  jourml  a s  -uell. Whilst meariwhile, bad: in thc Ashigg Black, 
t h e  searching, clj.ggirLg, tku-utching and surveying s t i l l  proceeds, weekend 
ai ' ter  weekend. 

New. readers, as ye t  without mud in the i r  veins and limesbne abrasions 
on the i r  knees, can f ind  out what it is a l l  about by k i h g  l;o p.43. 0t;lrler 
delights include the t r ~ t 4 i  on our surveying mef2lods a t  last, and a speleo- 
crossword. 

Enjoy it. 

&rp Per sorir~el . 
Se:>retary : G r a h a m  Stevens, 4 Kingston Ave ., Grcen h e ,  Acklam,  - .- 

Micidlesbrough , C l e v e h d .  Tel, M 'bro 83052 
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CAVES ON ME ISIX OF =YE. 1978 - 1979. 

Two MSG par t ies  have v i s i t ed  Skye, one of the Group's t rad i t iona l  
'expedition venues' in the last year. Arthur Champion, John and Maggie 
F h w i t t  and the Ryders spent a wet and windy six days ( ~ c t o b e r  21 s t  to  
26th) there i n  the l a t e  autumn of 1978, leaving behind them some 
speleological loose ends (notably the survey of the A l 1 . t  iu P a i r k  cave). 
llnese were t i ed  up when R0lxj.n and C h r i s  Sernion spent a few days camping 
a t  Ccm.~s Malag jn June 1 9y79, 

New ground was broken, o r  a t  any rrL t e  swrey.ed f o r  the f i r s t  time, 
i n  s e v e r ~ l  " s i t e s  of speleo1og:ical. i n k r e s t " .  These are chron:i.cleci below 
ir!. a.1phabe tical order : 

I SKETCH MAP SHOWING CAVES ON SKYE VISITED 1978/9. 1 
I SCALE o , I , 2 miles.  

to  I '2 '3 km. 
LN.6. SPOT ~ E I C H T S  IN METRES. PFR 79.1 



When a.n MSG party were camping a t  Czm.e.s Malag in 1973, John. and 
Mal-ilyn l r o n g ~ t a f f  walked over f'rom the head oi' the A l l t  nan k a c  twlley 
dcm the A 1 l . t  na P ~ i r t e  to the m.-ineci 1imrleCJ of Borel-2.i.g on  he cons-l;. 
!be; reported seeing a "shakel~ol~:-lri.k,e" f'ea1,ue on the easi.. s5d.e of the 
A l l t  na Pair te ,  wi.tJ: a wal.erf~KL disappesr.ri~.g .j nto il.. A qu-ick glance 
a t  the geological map showed no limesI,one, a% any- r a t e  lLuness Lii.mestone 
(the bed i n  which v i r tua l lg  8.1 1 of the Skj-Y caves are fourd). However, 
linestone beds a re  k n m ,  to occur in the Jurassic  strata., which o u k m p  
in this valIley, so the s i t e  w a s  menta.lly f i l e d  away f o r  a future visit-. 

'Ihis duly came on Wednesday 25th  October 1978, when f i v e  warps came 
padd.1in.g along the swanipy track which nms  down the wesi; s ide of the 
valley, each with one eye on the path. and the other peering across the 
heather f o r  "shakehole-like" features. Tbe waterfall ,  when s i ted,  
cer tainly looked promi sin.g. 

!be stream crashed down into quite 9. large and steep-sided shake, 
shrouded with. vegetati.on, approxjmakly 50' long, 25' wide and. 20' deep. 
Tho levels  of cave development had been exposed by the collapse of what 
must have been quite a large chamber, The stream dropped over boulders 
and, entered the lower level .  A t  f j r s t  si&l; this looked most promising, 
but  a closer  inspection showed the water flowir;g into a boul.cier choke. 
A few bould.ers were pulled out and soon a small hole was mad.e, bu t  i ts  
s i ze  and the volume of wn ter flowing ink i t mad.e entry out of the 
question. 

We now turned our a t ten t ion  to the older dry leve l  inin~ediately 
above. The entrance w a s  roughly. semi cj.rcular, about I 0' high in the 
centre, with a hori.zontal f loor.  This continued f o r  30' with  th.e roof 
and wails converging tcmrds  the floor,  and ending in a marl-sized 
or i f ice .  Into t h i s  we inser ted Arthur, head. f i r s t ,  complete with. 
f l ickering carbide. His c a l l  to hold onto h i s  f e e t  came echoing back. 
Under interrogation from an almost incoherent IM2, he gave those outside 
an impression of the nave of Ss Pauls with Niagara f a l l i n g  in to  it. 
We pushed him in a b i t  further u n t i l  h i s  head and shoulders hung over 
I31e pitch, and had more d e t a i l  added. AriAw was then hauled out and 
the others  had a look. 

h u g h  the slot, w a s  a fairl;y large chamber with almost completely 
black w a l l s ,  which gave poor v i s i b i l i  t y  witk-  the available l igh t .  The 
f loor  was jus t  vis ible ,  and the stream clear ly audible, although m sign 
of i t could be seen i n  the chan~ber below. Having no tackle w i t h  us, 
exploration had to mi t. 

A search along the e a s t  bark of the main s t r c w i ~  soon located the 
probable resurgence flowing swiftly from rocks beside a pool, 350' 
from the sink and 50' lower. Wenty minutes digging in the stream bed 
lowered the water leve l  to give approsinlately two inches of airspace. 
Shouting abuse into t h i s  provoked a s l i g h t  echo, enough to whet 
Arthur's appet i te  f o r  l a t e r .  Further searching located a dry beading 
cave which appeared to "go", under a sma 1 3  c l i f f  a li t t l e  fu r tbe r  
uy,stream. 'Jke ear th f loo r  required a l i t t l e  digging t o  make entry 
possible. 

It was an excj ted p a r t j  that arrived back ir, the cottage a t  
Broadford.,Prospects of a throu& t r i p  and several hundred f e e t  of 
passage obviously merlLed a return t r i p  with Ladders and surveying 
equipment. However, the discovery was made towards the end of our 
week on the island, and the Ryders had to  leave the following day, 
It w a s  decided that  Arthur and John should return whilst  Maggie 
remined a t  the cottage to pre,gare a welcome in terms of hot baths 
and a meal after %heir exertions. 
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There are h'o possible approach rcluteo to the cave. We chose the 
shorter, to attempt the save time - the car was parked a t  Heast and 
between I$ and 2 miles of diff~l  cult  countrj crossed. The easier route, 
which in fac t  pmbably proves quicker anyway, is to follow the track 
from Suardal, a di stance of 2: mri les  . 

Having arrived i n  a t i red  and sweaty s ta te  (v..alklng from Heas-1, in 
our wetsuits) we devoured a quick lunch and then surface surveyed from 
the sinkhole down to the resurgence. Arthur sketched in detai ls  of the 
sinkhole whilst JE' inserted a 3/8" bol t  in the floor of the upper cave 
10' back from the head of the pitch. 

!he pitch was then rigged and descended by JF, an 18' climb into 
a large (by Skye standards) chamber. Platforms of mck protrcded fmrri 
the walls giving an indj ca tion of the dip of the limestone - about 5 O  
to the south-west. The f loor was boulder strewn, the ladder dropping to 
the h e s t  point. The stream was audible but invisible, and tppo ways 
on beckoned. After a quick glance down the r. passage JF l i fe l ined 
A r t h u r  down the pitch. 

!he 1. passage was then follrrwed, and soon reached a ' Tt-junction 
wi th  the stream. Upstream soon ended in a boulder choke, about 20' 
from the choked passage i n  the sj nkhole . Downstream a walking sized 
passage lowered to a crawl into a sma1l:chamber. A slot in the roof here 
s f i v r s  one to  stand up and look into an upper chamber of similar 
dimensions, the floor &tween being formed by a bed of limestone more 
resistant  to emsion than i t s  neighbours. The strem.. continued but the 
passage rapidly decreased in s i r e  making f i r t he r  progress diff icult .  

We then turrr:d our at.tentions to the prominent rift passage leading 
off the Entrance Chamber. This showed evidence of the two levels. of 
development noted in the sinkhole. Following the lower level, the streamway 
was rejojned below a series of rock steps, containing pools of liquid 
mud. A very l o w  passage led back upstream, towar-ds the passages already 
explored, so we s e t  off downstream along an at tract ive canal passage. 
Soon the roof rcse, and we emerged into a f a i r l y  large chanrber. 

Here the stream flowed along the 1. w a l l ,  with a 3' high bank of 
mud and pebbles on the r . Some very interesting formations were found 
here, consisting of 1 2" high walls of pebbles cemented by calci te .  
The s treanlway continued, qui t e  l o w  a t  f i r s t ,  with roof and walls delj cately 
adorned with curlains and straws, one o r  -no of which had to be broken 
to force a way on. 30' further on the stream sank through pebbles in 
the floor,  but an upward squeeze on the r. entered a beautifully 
decorated chamber, 7' by 4' in plan. From here a sharp  1. turn led into 
a steeply inclined bedding plane, only 10" high, the entrance to which 
was constricted by a small ca lc i te  p i l l a r .  

AriAur, rather apprehensive about becoming wedged, half crawled, 
half s l i d  down this  passage fo r  c.201, un t i l  a further lowering of the 
mof prevented further progress. Digging here might allow access to 
more passage. 

Very excited about the p ropers  made, but realjsimg the need to 
survey and photogmph as  much of the cave as we could, a quick re t reat  
was made to the Entrance Cnamber and our equipment. The cave ms 
surveyed as  f a r  as the chamber w i t h  the unusual pebble forrtlations, and 
a few photographs taken. 

!he Resurgence Cave. 

It was almost dark by now, but thoughts of dry clotkes and a hot 
meal were thrust aside as  two more open holes remained uneqbred .  



Jl? was left with l i t t l e  option anyway as Arthur rapidly disappeared 
downstream . 

A s  time was short our resources were divided between the two 
caves. Arthur donned his  wetsuit hood and entered the  resurgence - the 
water level here was dropped further by entering fee t  f i r s t  and l i f t i ng  
out a few large rocks. An airepace of about 3" resulted, i n  the roof 
of a body-sized tubular passage. Several careful approaches and re  t rea ts  
were made before the 1 2 '  long duck was passed, into a f issure chamber. 
A roof crack was impassable, but fa l l ing w t e r  could be heard round 
a very t ight  corner. The surface was regained w i t h  great re l ief .  

Wild Cat Cave. 

The entrance to the dry cave was a w5de s lo t ,  6" high above an 
earth floor. Ehergetic scraping by JF produced, af ter  half an hour, 
an aperture large enough to wriggle through. The cave continued a t  r ight  
angles to the main stream bank fo r  approximately 15', then turned 
s h a q  1. and widened s l i  ghtly . The roof of th i s  section maintained a 
fa i r ly  constant height of c .2 ' , although obstructed by roof pendants. 

%is section of passage continued paral le l  to the stream fo r  
c .501, before ending too low,  with a fa i r ly  strong draught; blowing 
out. The floor was l i t t e red  with animal bones and skull-s, and clawed 
paw prints (presumably wild cat)  were very much in  evidence - a fac t  
that encouraged a hasty retreat;! 

J.Flewitt / A .C2lampion. 

On Friday 22nd June 1979 Robin and Chris S e r ~ o n  visi ted the cave, 
After the pitch had been rigged, and both descended, Robin climbed up 
to a previously unentered tube 8' above floor level  on the opposite 
side of the Entrance Chamber. 

An awkward crawl over fri.able ledges led a f t e r  30' to a d f l i c u l t  
r. and then 1. bend. After a squeeze past stalagmite fornations the 
passage continues small but well decorated, to a letterbox dropping into 
the roof a chamber - thjs is the chamber on the streamway with calcited 
pebble bank for~a t ions .  The descent into the chamber was deemed unwise, 
as the ledges which would have had to have been used as footholds looked 
very friable. Total length of the passage is c.70' - it was not surveyed 
as  the going was a l i t t l e  awkward for  Chris, who was st i l l  recovering 
from a motorcycle accident. 

The continuation of the dovmtrean~ survey was curtailed by Lamp 
fai lure,  but was completed on Sunday 24th June. 

The to ta l  length of the A l l t  na Pairte Cave is 535', and depth 
a l i t t l e  over 40'. Pushing various small tubes and crawLs around -be  
Ehtrance Chamber may yield a few more f ee t  of passage. The Reusrgence 
Cave is 40' long and the dry Wild Cat Cave 60', ending only 50' from 
the downstream end of the main cave - digging might yet allnw a through 
t r ip .  

The cave is noteworthy for  a variety of reasons, Few caves are known 
in Jurassj-c limestones, especially active stream caves. The wealth of 
 formation^ in the A U t  na Pairte Cave excels anything else on Skye..,.. 
and there must be few places l e f t  on the British Is les  where one c m  
'discover' a very obvious sinkhole 50' long and 25' wide, with a 
1 0' high passage leading off into the unknown, 





Beinn an Dvtbhaich Cave. ---- 
%is cave, on the north flank of the A l l t  n m  Leac valley, is one of 

the most interest ing on Sk-ye. The system was surveyed by MSG in Apri l  1971, 
an?. found to consist  of a se r i e s  of passages, ~ P J  mostly 'dry', developed 
or: the grani te/limestone contact, w i t h  several sheets o r  'dykes' of grani te  
running pa ra l l e l  with the edge of the main igneous mass complicating matters. 
mere were two entrances, the main one an obvious square hole with a t r e e  
growing out  of it, and the other an ac t ive  sink 80' fu r the r  east .  The 
sinkjng stream was only seen in the f i r s t  few yards of cave from the Sink 
Entrance, and then flowed into a choked beading, to reappezr a t  a pool 
200' to the west of and 35' b v r e r  t h n  the Sink Entrance. 

In September 1 971 , on a rather  wet day, PIT? made a solo v i s i t  and 
cleared a choked passage off the large chamber between the Sink and Main 
Entrances, doum which the strean] could be heard. After  moving some s m a l l  
boulders he entered a stec2ply descending 'ramp' down which the stream 
crashed, which dropped into the impressive Waterfall Chamber. Here the 
stream rushed off into an impassably lovlr bedding, and the only other way 
on was a t igh t  rift with f ro th  and f lood debris. After a quick mental 
survey the explorer exited, and the chamber w a s  added as a Grade I sketch 
to the main drawing. 

Accounts and a survey of the cave a t  this stage of exploration 
appeared in MSG J o ~ r n a l  5 (p.19-20) and Trans. BCRA Vol 1 . No.2 p. 
I 06-1 08 (Arr i l  1 974). 

A t  Easter 1 974, Trevor Faulkmer of SVC'ETCCC dived the resurgence 
pool b e b r  the cave. m e  underwater passage was followed down a boulder 
slope a t  45'' magnetic f o r  10' where it swung to the r. and continued 
a t  90° f o r  30' to enter  the side of a larger underwater passage, which 
was not pursued any fur ther  (C.D.G. Newsletter No. p. ) 

The Ed-inburgb May hol-iday weekend of 1 978 s a w  Peter Branney and 
Ivan Young of the Grampian Speleo. Group visit the cave i n  dry weather 
conditions. They descended Waterfall Chamber, and found the ' t i g h t  rift' 
quite passable, and to  lead under a f l ake  into a previously ureported 
chamber with some shor t  passages leading of f .  

At, the 1978 BCRA Conference GSG and MSG heads were put together 
on the subject of the cave, and it was d e c i w  that the chamber off 
Waterfall Chamber was probably "newf1. The GSG had only made a Grade 1 
sketch, so a f'ull survey of the Waterfall Chamber Series  became one 
of the p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  the October expedition. 

Since detai led accounts of the remainder of the cave have been 
published (see above), the following description only deals w i t h  the 
Waterfall Chamber Series.  

Waterfall Chamber and the G.S.G. Extension. 

Entering the cave from the Sink Entrance, after the i n i t i a l  
bouldery constriction the stream cascades down an inclined bedding 
with a grani t e  f loor ,  f o r  about 1 5', to where the roof drops and 
the stream disappears in to  a choked slot. A l o w  crawl on the r. 
here suddenly opens out into a 6 ' high chamber, w i t h  a n  obvious 
p a s s k g e a  the f a r  s ide  leading towards the Main Entrance. 

k u b l i n g  back to the 1. is another lovrr passage, a bouldery 
crawl (which may have to be dug 0u.t) which returns to the stream, 
which flows frcm out of a choke and prcmptly s p i l l s  away down another 
inclined bedding. %is is quite l o w  at f i r s t ,  but  soon opens into 
the top of Waterfall Chamber. The climb down to the f l o o r  is very 
slippery, being on slimy deconrposing granite.  Care is  necessary here - 



on the survey t r i p  Elaine Ryder slipped and f e l l  onto a sLab of limes ton.^, 
which is  much more l i ab le  to have sharp edges than the granite. Although 
she soldiered on and the survey was completed, the resu l tan t  wound 
required three s t i t ches  af'temards. 

A t  the foot  of the waterfalls the stream s l ides  under the d 1  i n to  
a l o w  bedding. Some digging here allowed entry, and a l o w  crawl runs 
eastwards (i.e. away from the resurgence) f o r  25' to  a sump chamber. 

Runnjng westwards fmm the foo t  of the waterfal l  i s  a rift which 
closes to a narrow crawl, whi ch comes out over a shingle bank into 
the roomy but  l o w  Grampian Chamber. Par t  of the f l o o r  of t h i s  i s  occupied. 
by a pool 2' deep, which appears to extend l a t e ra l ly  beneath the walls, 
and beneath the f loor  of the fur ther  pa r t  of the chamber, a s  a submerged 
bedding. Or. the r. a scramble over boulders leads up into a high chamber, 
very much l i k e  a dry version of Waterfall Chamber. On the 1. is a 20' 
long shingly crawl, which di gging might extend. 

Grampian Chamber is c.30' long and 10' wide. A t  the f a r  end a slot 
leads doum to a muddy pool, w i t h  no way on, and a t iny  hole leads out to  
daylight - from the surface i t  can be seen that  this i s  beneath a grani te  
' dyke ' . 

The t o t a l  surveyed length of Waterfall Chamber Series  comes to 
203', making the length of the cave 550'. An extensive se r i e s  of submerged 
passages appear to ex i s t ,  and probably l ink the Resurgence (where 40' has 
already been explored), the pool in  the Terminal Chamber of the passage 
to  the west of the Main Entrance, the pool in  Grampian Chmber, and the 
downstream sump beyond Waterfall Chamber. Further v i s i t s  by cave divers 
a r e  awaited with interest!  

The relationship between the grani te  and the limestone here, and 
the obviously multi-phase cave development promise some absorbing problems 
f o r  the speleogeomorphologist. Beinn a n  Dubhaich Cave deserves a very 
close study. 

P.P.R. 

Camas Malan C- 

A s  par t  of a week's holidaying and caving i n  Skye from 19th  - 26th 
June I 979, Robin and C h r i s  Sermon made several  v i s i t s  to  C a m a s  Malag Cave. 
Not having v i s i t ed  the area before, bu t  being forewarned with information 
f r o m  PFR, the intention was to locate the 'Shuttleway I n l e t '  discovered 
by S.U.S.S. (1 )1(2), and to examine any other  poss ib i l i t i e s  near the 
Sinkhole Entrance. 

The f i r s t  v i s i t  to the cave was made on the evening of a r r iva l ,  
a f t e r  s e t t ing  up camp a t  Camas Malag Bay ('Tuesday I 9th)) the intent ion 
being to locate the cave and i ts  various entrances. This was eas i ly  
done, and a small hole in a shallow dry gully to the west of the Sinkhole 
Entrance was noted f o r  f'urther examination. A quiclc lock inside the 
Sinkhole Entrance suggested that one or  other  of the bedding crawls on 
the r. of the main stream passage (see the or ig ina l  survey, ( 3 )  & (4)) 
was l ike ly  to give access to  'Shuttleway I n l e t '  . Not being equipped f o r  
underground, they returned to  the camp to ge t  s e t t l e d  in ready to commence 
underground work the following morning. 

Next morning a l a t e  start was  made, s e t t i n g  a trend f o r  the week and 
proving once again that uot  a l l  people wake ear ly  on the i r  f i r s t  night in 
camp. The cave was entered v ia  the Sinkhole Entrance and a t ten t ion  was 
immediately turned to the two bed- in le t s .  

me r. hand of these appeared too low, but  by moving a few stones 
RS was able t o  make progress in the lohand one, u n t i l  a t  about 20' from 





the junction the height came down to about 12". Af'ter a fur ther  -1 0' the 
passage dropped into a small chamber about 9 '  long, with a clean washed 
floor.  Behind to the r. was a r i f t  too t i g h t  to  enter, and there was  a 
b l ind  continuation a t  the f a r  (west) end of the chamber. The way on was 
s l ight ly  to the 1. i n  a low but  f a i r l y  wide passage, with r igh t  angled 
bends to r. and l., then widening further.  After about 50' a b l ind  pool 
was reached s t r a igh t  ahead, the way on being a tightening tube to the 1. 
f o r  15'. 

This small tube suddenly dropped into a t i g h t  rift which continued 
s t ra ight  ahead. Beneath the letterbox opening into the r if t  a low crawl 
ran back under the tube, to end i n  a s t a t i c  sump, Underwater exploration 
with a boot suggested tha t  there could be no way on below water leve l  
(too t ight ) .  'Ihe main rirt from below the le t terbox however r an  on f o r  
some 60', to re jo in  the main stream passage of the cave on an elbow bend. 

A return to the surface was made by following the main streamway up 
to the Sinkhole Ehtrance. A cluick glance a t  the journals sllowea t i ~ t  -i;ile 
r i f t  passage our letterbox Lad dropped in to  was 'Snuff leway In le t '  
discovered by MSG i n  1975 (5). 

'Ihe team then equipped themselves with surveying gear, and surveyed 
in from the Sinkhole Entrance, continuing u n t i l  cold and hunger were 
suf f ic ien t  excuse to leave the r e s t  u n t i l  the morrow. 

The following day the survey was completed, the total length of 
the passage (including Shuff leway 1nle t) being c .2001. RS a lso  attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to  make furthe progress in the r,hr?nd bedding passage 
just  inside the Sinkhole Ehtrance, the passage proving too low, 

We now had a complete survey, but were s t i l l  not cer tain whether 
the en t i r e  passage had been previously explored. It would seem possible 
tha t  t h i s  is the S.U.S.S, 'Shuttleway In le t ' ,  although the published 
survey (2) bears very l i t t l e  re la t ion  to the passage. 

On a br ief  t r i p  in to  the Upper Cave on 'hursday 21 st, RS made a 
determined attempt t o  push the r.hand bedding passage again, and managed 
a t o t a l  of c .3O' of progress by scraping shingle, u n t i l  stopped by a 
very t igh t  squeeze. '&is would have been extremely d i f f i c u l t  to reverse, 
although the passage could be seen to continue beyond, s t i l l  desperately 
t ight.  In the wet conditions which prevailed, t h i s  passage car r ied  a 
small i n l e t  stream. 

One fur ther  v i s i t  to  the cave w a s  made, on the evenjng of Saturday 
23rd, when a survey was made of the small cave which had been noted 
previous1 near the Sinkhole Ehtrance . 'his sinall hole (length I 5', 
depth 1 0 ' j  is developed on the limesfnne/granite junction. The entrance 
is a small hole s i tua ted  i n  a very sha lhw grassy gully which follows 
the l ine  of the edge of the granite,  13'  from the north corner of the 
Sinkhole. An 8' scramble down loose boulders leads into a r i f t  chamber 
1 2' long, floored w i t h  boulders and walled on the r. by granite, 
A smaU stream w a s  audible through a very narrow slot a t  f loo r  level. 
The survey shows this -to be the i n l e t  i n  the r.hand bedding jus t  inside 
the Sinkhole Entrance - the connection is too constricted to  allow any 
hope of a through t r i p  here. 
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Cave C.G. 24. - 
'Ihe mult ipl ic i ty  of small caves in the Coille Gaireallach woads 

makes a numbering scheme ra ther  easier  to  handle than a ~ m i i ~ g  one. 
C .G. 24 is the sink at the head of the gully which contains Uamh 
Pharnassus, A dig a t  this sink (NG 6061 94) in  1975 was f ru i t l e s s ,  but  
a renewed attack on Sunday 22nd October 1978 soon saw an accessible slot 
opened up. 

A grovel in the stream unde a l o w  rock leads into a bedding chamber 
c.12' long and 3' high. A t  the f a r  r. corner the stream drops in to  a 
short  r i f t  passage, which turns r. alongside a large slab. A step through 
a "window" leads into an inclined r i f t ,  which immediately turns r. and 
becomes f a r  too t ight.  Btal length of the cave i s  c.30', and depth c.15'. 
Ihe end draughts strongly, bu t  there is little hope of any progress, and 
the stream i s  seen again within I 00' o r  so anyray. 

kt t e r b x  Cave. - 
A l o w  resurgence cave on the south bank of the A l l t  nan Leac, 

opposite the top entrance of Uamh Sgeinne (The Cave of Knives). The 
entrance is a r e a l  letterbox - a daunting prospect, 9" high and ha19 
f u l l  of water. 

On Monday 23rd October 1 978 A r t h u r  Champion managed to  post himself 
in to  th i s  or i f ice ,  and get  through into a wet crawl, obstructed artter 25' 
by a f a l l en  flake. On Tuesday he returned w i t h  a hammer, and managed to 
knock the f lake  dowr~-ads u i i i i l  he could squeeze over it. Beyond the 
passage turned r. into 25' of more comfortable crawl, ending in a 2'6" 
waterfall ,  a bodylength above which the s treamway encountered an impassably 
t ight  corner. To the 1, a t  the foot  of the f a l l  a short  passage l ed  to a 
choke and small aven. The cave was roughly surveyed (Gr.2 - 3), and 
to ta l led  57' i n  length. 

!he Gaelic name - Uamh Bocsa Ieitranaheachin - w a s  provided by the 
Bmadford postman, and threatens to exceed the cave lii ~ t s  lengtli... 

Valley Head Cave. - 
An attempted through t r i p  in this, Skye's c h s s i c  stream cave, 

was thwarted by l igh t  fa i lure .  However, John Flewitt  and Arthur Champion 
&d have a look a t  the boulder choke which terminates the high leve l  
passage leading off Chantry Chamber . 

A squeeze between the wedged blocks, which had defied Graham Stevens 
i n  I 976, proved negotiable to the pair ,  and a 12'  long arched chamber was  
entered, ending in a slope up to a 'T' junction. Passages to  r. amd 1. 
both quickly ended in solid-looking chokes, a rather  abrupt end to a 
promising lead. Total length of new passage was 35'. 

Wa te rs l ide  Cave. - 
'his sink f o r  Uamh Sgeinne, normally a very wet l i t t l e  cave, was 

re-examined with the water flow reduced by Flewit t  engineering. &thm 
managed to reach the end of the inclined wet bedding, where the stream 
turned r. through a n  impassable slot, beyond which the head of a small 
waterfal l  could be glimpsed - even in  the s l o t  could be enlarged, the 
passage beyond would need a lot of hammering, The cave was surveyed to 
Gr.3, and proved to  be 44' i n  length, 

MOSSY Cave, near Ord. - 
The O.S. 1 I' Geological map of Skye shows three patches of Durness 

hmestone in Sleat,  two t o  the NE of the hamlet of Ord and one to the S. 
A r t h u r  walked over these areas, f inding them very disappointing cave- 
wise. m e  only hole found, Mossy Cave, was a t  NG 6361 45, alt.30OP, about 
1 00' from a stream. A single sloping passage formed d i rec t ly  beneath an 
igneous dyke descended to a t o t a l  choke, 20' t o t a l  length. 
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Vampire Cave. 

A Grampian Speleo Group p a r t  v i s i t i ng  Skye i n  the summer of 1978 
found two small caves, Boulder Pot and Vampire Cave, to  the north of the 
h m l e t  of Torrin, in an area of limestone where no caves had previously 
bcen reported. 

!be entrance to Vampire Cave was located, on the granite/limestone 
boundary (NG 58321 2), a few yards f mm a small sink. A r i f t ,  obviously 
dug out by GSG, sloped down in to  a narrow crawl. This continued f o r  20' 
to a t iny "chamber1', where the small stream from the sink entered from 
a f i ssure  on the l., and flowed away t o  the r. down an 1 8" water fa l l  into 
a t i gh t  and jagged crawl. 'I!he GSG, wisely, had gone no fur ther  than this.  

On the afternoon of Sunday October 22nd 1978, an enthusiastic 
A r t h u r  Champion plunged into t h i s  crawl, and reappeared a few minutes 
l a t e r  s ta t ing  that  the passages beyond were (as  usual) "'big enough to 
take your granny down". Diis inveigled PFR, who does not wish to be 
considered an infer ior  grade of speleologist t o  Arthur's grandparents, 
to ac;conipany him on a survey t r i p  in to  the hole the next day. 

!be crawl below the 18" waterfal l  was in f a c t  as  t i gh t  and narrow 
as  i t  looked. After 1 5' there w a s  a br ief  enlargement (the only place in 
the cave where one can turn z~-;31d easi ly) .  A few f e e t  beyond the passage 
turns very sharp l., and the f loo r  drops another foot  or so. I n  this 
section one can crouch i n  a constricted semi-upright position. !This 
re la t ive  r e l i e f  soon ends in a lowering of the roof and another sharp 
bend. Digging here allowed a bodylength of progress, to another bend 
which was c lear ly  impassable. '&e mos t notable feature of the surveying 
t r i p  was the semi-permanent people choke which resulted from one member 
of the party t rying t o  pass the other. Unfortunately the only formation 
i n  the cave suffered in the resul tant  struggle - anyway, there hadn't 
rea l ly  been room to  turn one's head to look a t  it. 

% t a l  length of the cave is 80 ' and the depth I 7 ' . 'Ihe stream 
probably resurges fmm boggy pools a few yards fur ther  down the h i l l s ide .  
Not a place to  r ev i s i t ,  even f o r  were-grannies. 



NEW EXPIDRATIONS IN THE NORTHERN DALES. 

sm3mz ~~ 12s CA-as 
----4 

Stockdale is on3 of the l e s se r  kno-wn tr ibutary valleys of Swaledale. 
A wide and re la t ive ly  desolate valky, it bears little evidence of mens' 
ac t iv i t ies ,  beyond a few stone walks and a couple of old tr ial  levels  
high on its north flank. 

Tne &!&in Limestone is exposed on the soutll s ide of t he  main 
stream, and -0 in the t r ibutary  Grainy G i l l .  !he val ley was br ieyly 
v is i ted  by MSG several years ago, and a few featrlres of speleological 
i n t e re s t  noted. Further v i s i t s  within the last -t-Jvo years h v e  revealed 
a l i t t l e  more, alt2nug.h nothing r ea l ly  spectacular (see a b r i e f  note in 
MSG Journal 9 p.16). The caves a re  here documented more or  l e s s  from 
w e s t  to east ,  from the limestone outcrops i n  S-bockdale itself '  round 
tommils Grainy G i l l :  

CAVES OF THE 
STOCKDALE AREA 

SUETCH M A P  
, t  mile. 

S ' i U C m  B E K  RISING SD 863979 
Walking up 'lhwaite Beck, when the Main Limestone is reached, 

an invi t ing hole on the north bank debouches a reasonable stream. 
Appearances f l a t t e r  only to  deceive however, and the cave is o m  
a shattered chamber 12'  long. Digging in the boulders of the f l o o r  
revealed the stream welling up f'rorn impamable f issms, and what 
appeared to  be a major collapse of the beds. Further progress would 
require a mining and shoring operation. One consolation is t h a t  
the limestone hereabouts is  excessively cr i~loidal ,  waterworn specimens 
from the stream bed being very "collectable". 

%o sinks appear to feed this r is ing,  one i n  the main stream 
bed a t  SD 862978, and the second in the opposite direction, in 
a t r ibutary gully a t  SD 864982. On the h i l l s ide ,  more o r  less d i rec t ly  
above the r is ing,  one open hole was found:- 





!lDTTEWWm POT SD 863980 
In a shake with a prominent upst311df~ng block of limes tone. 

15' s l i the r  down to the head of a t ight  8' &wp. Hammering here 
caused a huge slab overhe:-ld to start slowly moving, hence an abrupt 
termination of explorato-ry desires... 

RIS?TJG FOR ROE- POT Z3OlES. SD 054979 
On the south side ot' the main becu,, a little dorn% trean of S tockdale 

Beck Rising, a stream emerges f'rom bou&r ruckle and cascades down 
the hillside. A t  f i r s t  sight there was l i t t l e  possibility of an entrance 
here, but on August 28th 1 978 John Carver and FFR moved a few rocks and 
almost entered a comfortable passage in solid -rock, draught-ing nicely. 
To make entry quite safe, one chockstone overhanging the hole was knocked 
out - w i t h  the result  that the whole hi l l s ide  slumped, and to our u t te r  
frustration the cave was completely b u r i d  by huge slithering blockes 
and cascading soil .  A return visit to dig it out again was completely 
unsuccessful. 

S'IS-W BECK CAVE. SD 865980 
Down beside the main stream again, in the sou-Wn bank a t  the 

foot of the Undersett Limestone outcrop. A comforkble bedding entrance 
closes to a s i l t y  tube. Digging allowed a l i t t l e  progress, but a f t e r  
20' the way ahead became increasingly cons t r ic izd and hardly wor-Kh the 
effort  . 

'Lhe cave i s  prvbably connected with inpassably t ight  rifts, 
probably old sink.§, about 100 yards upstream. 

EZ9W~'IREE IrlEA SD 866978 
Returning to  the r is ing for  Row Pot Holes, and str:i;cing straight  - 

-~.p the steep &%say hi l l s ide  above, Row Pot HOGS themselves are 
reached - a long row of shakes and small sinld~olcs. 

The most interesting hole here w a s  found in a small grassy shake 
just east of the ]at-ge rocky hole (ROW Pot west) above the rising. 
Tne simple matter of l i f t i ng  one s h b  allowed Messrs Carver and Ryder, 
fresh from their frustrat ion a t  the rising, -b scramble down into 
quite a complicated series of rift passages, a l l  ending too t ight  or  
choked. Quite an at tract ive little sys tern, subsequent survey s h o '  
a t o t a l  length of 188'. 

Row Pot Holes comaence a couple of hundred yards west of 
Rowantree Mea Cave, and run east f o r  almost half a m i l e .  There are 
quite a number of promising looking ent.rances, but a U  except Romt ree  
Mea Cave are of very minor extent. Two holes are perhaps worthy of 
some note: 

ROW POT H O U  VEST. SD 865978 
The open but narrow r i f t  a t  the base of the large rocky shake is 

part ly choked w i t h  boulders, and despite hammer-ing, could lnot be 
entered. However, up on the west side of the shakehole a small muddy 
hole was partly cleared to aUiow a thrutch down a clayey slope and 
a narrow chimney descent (mpe useful) to a choked floor 25' down, 

PISA POT. SD 869977 
Quarter of a mile east  of Rowantree Mea Cave, in a large shake 

w i t 3  a "leaning tower" of f luted limestone. A hole a t  the foot of the 
tower lcads to a crawl to a 10' r i f t  descent, from which a n  excavated 
h o k  leads down to a t o t a l  choke, 25$ below the entrance. 



WLm GILL C.Al?X. 53 871 971: - 
An obvious r i s ing  on the eas t  bank of Grainy G i l l ,  f i r s t  noted 

by a prospecting party of Moldyl~arps on a snowy New Years Day 1969. 
Sti.iart Hodgson was coerced into a solo exploration w i c k  the prolnise 
of a drink bought f o r  him by the other  members i f  he made: a reasonable 
find. Bravely changing into h is  wetsuit, i n  adverse conditions i ~ o t  
nel2ed by the other members throwing snowballs, he plumged into the 
icy waters, to immediately reappear f e e t  f i r s t  to report  that the cave 
closed to a " t i n y  f issure" a f t e r  a mere 10'. In fhe i r  f rus t r a t ion  the 
other members snowballed him again as  he changed back into h i s  normal 
ge2s . 

There the matter rested :for a long time - u n t i l  on September 
23rd 1978 Richard Gibson and EQ were walking back from Row Pot Holes, 
past the cave. Richard, being wetsuited, crawled into Grainy G i l l  
Cave to  reassess the " t iny  fissure",  w?lil . ; t  F'FK aug a t  the entrajnce to 
lower the water level.  With stream leve l  down a few inches, the previous 
E m i t  turned out to be no more than a t i gh t  duck. Richard disappeared 
to  re turn in an excited s t a t e  half an hour lat-r, t e l l i n g  of an estknated 
150' of new cave. 

On November I1 t h  we were back again, Arti.1~-r Clampion and Richard 
surveying the cave and digging out a new entrance avoiding the watery 
constrictions of the f i r s t .  
Description of the Cave - 

The or.iginal entrance is  a narrow wet crawl, with an awkwr2z'd 
squeeze over a boulder, t o  a clr~mb up through boulder imckle ( w i t h  
one large suspended block) inix a roomy waUcing-sized passage. The 
st,..eslm is l o s t  in the ruckle, and r e  joined a f t e r  50' flowing into 
a bedding on the r. This  can be followed f o r  30' to a choke, but  
on the 1. before this a squeeze leads u? to  a small chamber and 
tie new entrance, emerging onto the s t rean bank about 8% abom r i s ing  
level. 

Back i n  the main passage, easy passage leads on to a fork, the 
stream entering from the 1. This branch soon ends in a n  impassably 
narrow rift ( larger  passage can be glimpsed, but blasting would be 
needed to gain access). !the 1. fork also ends in a pool a f t e r  20'. 

Total length of the cave is 230'. m e  sinks a r e  found by 
wal-kmg up a dry gully on the south s ide of the G i l l  a t  the head 
of the small c l i f f  the cave entrances a r e  s i tuated in. Three small 
streams sink in s m a l l  holes . Underground, the cave extends roughly 
haw way from the r i s ing  to the nearest of these sinks, so there 
are no great prospects f o r  extension. 

ROWANTREE MEA CAVE , S t o c k  dale 
S D 8 66978 

length : 18s: depth : 20'. 
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MSG SURVEY BCRA Gr.5b -- 
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SOhE ITEN EXPWRATiONS IN THE CAVES OF 'IKE =T G I U  AREA; KELD. 

The various caves in East G i l l ,  Keld, have figured in several  
of the previous publications of mG. 

East G i l l  Cave I ,  a flood sink on the west side of the G i l l , ,  in 
the Main Limestone, was f i r s t  explored in 1933 by the Yorkshire Ramblers 
Club. I n  1 969 MSG made som~ small extensions, and a survey appeared in 
Journal 3, when the length of the cave stood a t  360' . In 1 975 a fur ther  
short extension w a s  made ( ~ o u r n a l  8 p .46). 

East G i l l  Cave 2, basical ly a phreatic cross-rift  system, l i e s  on 
the sane side of the G i l l  70 yard2 fur ther  upstream, and :?as a na~rvrw 
entrance i n  the c l i f f  face well above stream level, me  cave totals 
490' of passage, and a survey appeared in Journal 8 (P .47). 

East G i l l  Cave 3 is a 30 ' long dry rift cave betwe en caves I 
and 2. Cave 4 is a 30' resurgence on the eas t  side of the G i l l ,  a short  
distance downstream of cave 1 . Cave 5, fur ther  downstream <and again on 
the eas t  bank, is merely a choked I 5' long rift above the resurgence f o r  
the water sinking in Swinnergill, over a mile to the east. 

East G i l l  Pot, a B.C .C. discovery of I 962, appeared in the last 
edL tion of ' Pennine Underground1 (hlesman. I 959 ~ ~ 6 0 )  . In the course 
of fieldwork f o r  'Northern Caves', the new guidebook, the pot could 
not be found, and so no reference to  it  appeared. 

' Northern Caves ' s t i l l  contains a reference to Rosebush Pot, the 
other cave in the valley, although i t  is now l i s t e d  as 'blocked' . 
Originally a &Of shaft, "descent possible with a sound rope, through 
squeezesf', i t  does not seem to have been located in recent years. 

A renewal of in t e res t  i n  the caves of East G i l l  i n  1978 s a w  sone 
new extensions, and the rebscovery of the missing East G i l l  Pot. 

East G i l l  Cave 1 . 
Back in  the early 1960's Colin Carson, l a t e r  a moldywarp, v i s i t ed  

this cave and found the inscript ion 'Rover Scouts Pothole Exit '  chalked 
over the entrance. So -he re  w a s  the p o ~ ~ o l e  entrance? A surface search 
fa i l ed  to  reveal it. Where did the mythical pothole enter  the cave? 
Tne question toraented us over the years. 

The most l ikely - r e a l l y  the only l i k e l y  - route to 'regions above' 
was the high aven a t  the downstream end of the i n i t i a l  section of roomy 
~ ~ e a m w a y  in the cave. Various people had attempted to cl inb this, but  
the f i n a l  move, to where there appeared to be an i n l e t  pass-age, had 
always defeated them. 

However, on 29th Apri l  1978 it did  2ot  defeat Arthur Champion 
and Richard Gibsan, armed to the teeth with miscella^neous climbing 
hardware. Tragically however, the in le t ,  30' from the f l o o r  of the 
aven, closed a f t e r  only 3' to a 2" wide rif't. 

!he downstream end of the cave, a l o w  gravelly bedding, was 
re-inspected on the same day. ?he r i s ing  (fluorescein tested in 1975) 
was s t i l l  a couple of hundred yards away, and the passage seemed to 
draught, so digging was  commenced. 

On 17th June the same party continued the dig, but  work was  
abandoned a f t e r  25' of progress, the bedding ahead lowering further  
to absolute impassibility. Meanwhile, a t  the upstream end of the 
la3t t igh t  crawl before the old l imit  of exploration, WFl had climbed 
a 10' aven and a t  the top found a quite crawlable passage which had 
been completely missed on previous t r i p s o  

Comrnencing as a 'T '  cross section, the roof beddbng more conmodious 
than the f loor  trench, t h i s  was followed f o r  40' amongst small fornations 
u n t i l  it became t ight .  AC and a lump hammer were then inserted, 



and a few roof pendants detached themselves, allowing the explorer to  
t l rd tch  on u n t i l  he emerged in the entrance passage of the cave, just 
a f el.' yards from daylight. 

This new passage, apparently an o ld  streamway prc-dating the present 
stream passage and the entrance passage (which now takes water only in 
flood, NOT a time to be i n  the cave), adds another 70' to the t o t a l  length 
of the ststem. The length of the cave is thus brought neat ly  up to  5m', 
just  passing East G i l l  Cave 2, a good excuse f o r  republishing the survey, 
with the new passages added. 

East G i l l  Cave 6. 

On 17th June PPR decided to  have another look a t  the Swinnergill 
Risings on the eas t  side of the G i l l ,  below Cave 5. Water was emerging 
Prom a boulder slope in two different  p h c e s  . A few f e e t  fur ther  south, 
and ,just above stream level,  was a lonr opening i n  so l id  rock. Ln the 
past t h i s  had been seen issuing a stream as well, and thought "too low" . 

However, this time the bedding entrance was more o r  less  dry (i.e. 
no water was flowing - a shallow pool covered most of the f loo r  nevertheless), 
and an attempt a t  entry seemed justified.  A rather  desperate grovel and 
squeeze through the wide but  very low bedding l ed  to the explorer emerging, 
with some surprise,  into a higher cross rift leading 1. in to  a very 
a t t rac t ive  scalloped passage 4' high. Had the Swinnergill system been 
cracked so easily? 

It was not to be. The passage 
rounded a couple of corners, and 
ended i n  a slope of boulders up 
into a narrow aven. AC arrived, 
and t r i e d  to squeeze up in to  
th is ,  bu t  the whole place 
seemed very loose, and looked 
choked. However, somewhere 
above, running water w a s  c l ea r ly  
audible . 

!he p a i r  surveyed the l i t t l e  
cave, finding it to be 40' long. 
Die entrance bedding proved to  
be much harder to pass on the 
way out than on the way in, 
Even AC found it very t igh t  and 
awkward. FFR threatened t o  
become a permanent f ixture.  

lZle degree of development 
seen i n  the cave, and the sound 
of running water a t  the end, 
prompted an attack on the boulder 
slope above the act ive r is ing,  
which we judged w a s  only a few 
f e e t  away from the cave. Although 
much rock and ear th were shifted, no open holes were forthcoming. The 
resurging water was found t o  be welling up beneath rather  immoveable 
f a l l en  slabs.  One diversion was provided by AC h i t t i ng  himself w i t h  
the sharp end of a crowbar, and the subsequent emergency dash in the 
Ryder Morris M i n o r  over the Buttertubs to  a doctor, and three s t i tches,  
i n  Hawes. 

EAST GILL CAVE 6 





East G i l l  Pot. 

'Pennine Underground' describes the pot as  being "In shakehole 
20 f e e t  S. of gate in second wal l  from barn". IT one subs t i tu tes  50 
yards f o r  the ' 20 f e e t  ' t h i s  location i s  quite accurate. 

!he reason f o r  the pot being ' lost' was that the entrance , in 
a grassy shake with very l i t t l e  rock exposed, had been thoroughly covered 
over by i ron  sheets and o1.d r a i l s .  This had grassed over, and the only 
clue to the cavity beneath was the f a i n t l y  audible dripping of water. 

The careful  removal of par t  of the coverlng exposed an open 20' 
shaft. AC descended, and cleared a l i t t l e  rubble to expose the head of 
a much deeper shaft. A l l  the Ladder we had - 60' - was fed  down, and 
Arthur went down, to f ind  the ladder s t i l l  f a r  from the floor. 

On 1 7th June 1 00' of' ladder was  put down the pot, and this 
reached the bottom. !the hole was surveyed, and proved to  be 96'6" 
deep. The bottom is a peblille floor,  typ ica l  of Northern Dales shafts, 
with no hope of extension, 50' down there is a wide ledge, w i t h  a 20' 
climb to  an aven chamber under the north half  of the shakehole. 

Smleside Cave. 

!his is not, technically, one of the East G i l l  caves, bu t  is  
located on the north bank of the Swale only a few yards upstream of 
the confluence of East G i l l  with the r iver .  

Thousands of people must have walked over the cave without 
silspecting its existance, f o r  the entrances l i e  on e i the r  s ide  of the 
footbridge which carr ies  the Pennine Way across the river.  From the 
bridge an obvious undercut can be seen, i n  which the entrances to 
the upper section of the cave are si tuated.  

Whilst crossing the bridge en route to East G i l l  on 29th Apri l  
1978, E i - - d  Gibson sa id  he remembered once seeing a cave entrance 
proper a t  the r ea r  of the undercut, so the party wen1 to have a look. 
The cave was explored nnd surveyed there and then. It is so obvious 
that someone must have been i n  before, bu t  as  f a r  as  we know no 
mention of the system has appeared in p r in t .  

Upstream of the footbridge are three entrances - the uppermost 
a t igh t  bedding i n  so l id  rock, the middle a scramble over boulders 
and the lower a slot a t  the back of a huge f a l k  block. A l l  three 
open into a hands-and-knees crawl running p a r a l l e l  to the r iver .  
A t  i ts downstream end t h i s  ends in a choke. 

A few f e e t  downstream of the footbridge is an enlarged joint, 
concealing a t igh t  tubular crawl with a small stream flowing out. 
This rounds an awkward corner (which can be avoided by taking an 
even t igh te r  ox-bow) and runs through pools to the same choke as is 
seen i n  the upper section of passage, the stream entering from an 
impassable bedding. Contact w a s  established w i t h  those i n  the 
upper section of the cave v ia  a small slot above the choke, which could 
be cleared i f  the exercise were thought worthwhile - in f a c t  the choke 
may be a t ransient  feature. The cave is obviously subject to  very severe 
flooding when the r ive r  i s  high, and may change i n  character w i t h  each 
inundation. 

Total length of passage is I 50 ' ,  I 00' i n  the 'Qper  Cave' and 
50' i n  the 'Lower Cave'. I n  high water conditions the Swale r i s e s  
several f ee t ,  being confined in a so l id  rock gorge, and the cave is 
completely flooded, forming a small sd te r ranean  ox-bow to  the main 
r iver .  !the system is obviously of some comiderable age, and pre-dates 
the gorge in its present form. 



CAVES OF THE HELL G I L L  AFZ% - 
Hell G i l l ,  the infant River . 

Eden, cuts through the Majn 
Limestone i n  a spectacular gorge - 
the traverse of which is  a sporting 
exerci.se i n  daylight speleology. 

lhe limestone bench to the 
south of the gorge provides several  
interest ing caves. The longea t of 
these is: 

J i n g l i n ~  Sjke Cave. 
-d  

A few hundred yard.s south of 
the Hell  G i l l  ravine, a small stream 
sinks a t  the r e a r  of the grassy 
Limestone plateau, and reappears 
barely 500' away from an invi t ing 
arched por ta l  a t  the foot  of a l i t t l e  
cli.f'f. 'RE stream is Jingling Si.ke, 
the etymology of the 'Jingling' 

SKETCH MAP OF HELL GILL AREA 
0 , -I mile 

probably r e l a t e s  t o  i ts subterranean ' 
sect ion (cog. the many 'Jingling Pots ' ) .  

It appears that the f i r s t  par1;y to explore the cave which l i e s  
between the sinkhole and the invi t ing  resurgence por t a l  was  a group of 
N F i  members i n  1 966 (IEC J1. Vol.3 .I ) - at. any r a t e ,  they were the f i r s t  
t o  chronicle an exploration. Ar-yone expending such e f f o r t  a s  the through 
t r i p  en ta i l s  would cer tainly judge the expenditure worthy of some form 
of public notice. 

A 1 1  unknoviing of this previous explora.tion, Colin Carson and PFR 
"6i.scovered'~ the sinkhole entrance, a pleasant ferny place wi.th na tura l  
rock bridges, on 24th August 1967. This was in the days of motorcycle 
transport and "dry grots", before the wetsui t era. The presumed new cave 
was gleefully entered. 

Several hundred f e e t  l a t e r ,  with glee somewhat abraded by sharp rocks 
and dampened by cold water, PFR w a s  l e f t  shivering and moan.ing on a 
sandbank, and Colin forged on through am aqueous sect ion before a t  Last 
turning back, building a l i t t l e  ca i rn  to mark the l i m i t  of exploration. 

The surface was slowly and painfu1l.y regained, where warm sunshine 
rai.sed dxcmping s p i r i t s .  The resurgence entrance was  then found. Colin 
crawled in, and promptly found h i s  cairn., just  out of daylught.. . . 

It was l a t e r  that  we found that NPC had been through the cave before 
us, but  they had not  surveyed it. We real ised why. 

A decade ro l l ed  by, and m emori es faded. It was ,  a f t e r  all, a cave 
1 000 (estimated) long, still awaiting survey - so in spring I 979 we 
returned. On the f.irst t r i p  both 'ends' were surveyed, but the low 
canal midway along the cave was sm~ped. Survey t r i p  two in d r i e r  
conditions saw the job completed. The cave proved to  be almost exactly 
the estimated length. 
Description of the Cave. 

The cave is bes t  described from sink to  resurgence. From the sinkhole 
a 3' high passage immediately turns 1, and drops to  a flat out bedding - 
a grim beginning i f  the stream i s  high. 20' of grovel leads to a 
narrowing, and the head of a 6 ' waterfall .  Scrambling down this ,  it looks 



JINGLING SlKE CAVE 

0 5 0  roo f t  
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as  if the cave is beginning to  open out - however, a t k u t c h  over a 
bolilder leads into more wet crawl. This goes on f o r  50' to an 8' high 
joint  aven. 

From here the only par t  of the cave tha t  can be called pleasant 
begins. !The f loo r  drops away gradually, and hands-and-knees crawl 
enl-arges to walklng i n  a narrovlr streamway decorated with small but 
a t t r ac t ive  formations, and named by us, without originali  ty, 'Easy S t r e e t  
The promenade i s  short  l ived - a f t e r  1 00' the passage, now I 2' high, 
ends akruptly in a small c i rcu lar  chamber. The stream cascades domn over 
shingle under the r. wal l  into a f l a t  out bedding. 

This soon becomes a wallovry wet crawl, a roof joint just giving 
enough room to keep one's head comfortably out of the water. After another 
100' of monotonous p m p s s ,  the canal ends in a wide gravelly bedding, 
where the passa.ge takes a sudden turn to  the 1. Passing a small chamber 
~ ' 5  th a t ight  I 5 ' long i n l e t  (ending in a sump ) on the r., a narrower 
wet crawl leads on ( the passage now having a more interest ing cross 
section, a trench below an e l l i p t i c a l  tube) to a point where the  stream 
sinks under the 1. wall, to appear again a few yards f'urther on from an 
impassable i n l e t .  

Here the passage angles r. along a joint, the height increases to 
a f u l l  3 ' ,  and formations reappear. The whole character of the passage 
changes dovrstream of this point, to a streamway angling along two major 
s e t s  of joints, wi  th  a se r i e s  of acute bends - c .f . Snieltmi 11 Beck Cave. 
The typica l  cross-section becomes a t r iangle ,  narrowing upwards. There i s  
no r e l i e f  from the endless crawling, although no especial  difficulty 
e i ther ,  other t h a n  a duck (in dry weather a n  easy wallow), 1 00' shor t  of 
the resurgence. The f i n a l  section of passage shows some collapse 
development, with just  before the resurgence (the streamway re-assumes 
a tubular section f o r  the last few yards) a l o w  oxbo~rcum-bedding charober 
on the r. 

The cave is  1 ,000' in t o t a l  length. For a wet-sui t ed  caver it presents 
no r e a l  problem other than being a long crawl. However, i t  is cer tainly 
a place to avoid i n  wet weather - much of the passage floods to the roof, 
a s  flood debris t e s t i f i e s .  

Caves a t  the head of the River Ure . 
Ten minutes gentle w a l k  along the limestone plateau sov.th of 

Jingling Sike Cave takes one, unawares, across the cent ra l  Pennine 
W:.:tershed of England, and to a gorge where a sizeable stream cuts 
through the limestone, s h a l b r e r  than Hell  G i l l  bu t  a t t r ac t ive  
mnetheless - t h i s  i s  the infant  River Ure. 

A t  the mouth of the gorge, the flow of the stream is supplemented 
by a r i s ing  on ea.ch bank, each w i t h  an associated cave. Both of these 
systems are  s t i l l  being 'worked' by the Group, thus the  following reports  
are of a decidedly interim nature: 

Black H i l l  Caves. 
On the north s ide of the gorge a r e  two small cave entrances, the 

western debouching a small stream. Wnen MSG members f i r s t  prospected 
the area OP. 14.7.68, both caves were recorded a s  25' long. 

A reinvestigation showed th i s  assessment to  be correct  f o r  the 
resurgence cave (Black H i l l  Cave I), a l aw wet bedding. The dry cave, 
however, divided a t  i t s  entrance to a choked 1 5' long crawl on the r. 
and a lobranch which was only passable a f t e r  a l i t t l e  digging. Shingle 



and then f a l l e n  blocks were moved in the low bedding to pem-jt a squeeze 
into a l i t t l e  chamber, with a small. stream entering. Upstream, a 9" 
crawl l ed  to  a pool with mjnimal airspace - a ra ther  technical duck 
0cJ.y passable on one's back. B~yond eas ier  crawl leads on to  another 
very low and wet section, not yet passed. 

Total. length of this cave, Black H i l l  Cave 11, is estimated 
a t  100' so far .  

Green Pot H i l l  Cave. 
This impressive resurgence on the south s ide of the gorge yielded 

c .I 50' of cave to a sol-o exploration by Col-in Carson i n  1 968. A 1 979 
revisi-t  by Arthur Champion and Robin Sermon proved tha t  what had been 
thought to be  merely the upstrean1 end of an oxbow, c.100' in fmm the 
entrance, w a s  i n  f a c t  a continuation of the main upstream passage, 
and. passable. 

20' of aqueous bedding here l e d  on to a &mw2ift w i t h  f a s t  
flowing water, passable f o r  c.,Wt to an awkward duck, wh-ich might f a l l  
to a l i t t l e  engineering i n  dry weather. The t o t a l  length of the cave 
now stands a t  over 200'. 



ElK6 AND ODDMEN?S. .. . . . . 
A lengthy trek across the northern flanks of Cross Fel l ,  on 24th 

A!~~xst. 1978, resulted in tkree small. holes being fomd:- 
&&ps Burn Cave. NY 728368 A l t .  2,030' 

A hole noted by Pete Jackson on N.M.R.S., who directed us  t o  it. 
One of the main feeders of b u p s  B u m  r i s e s  from an a t t r ac t ive  little 
cave entrance a few yards south of an old hush. !he 2' high entrance 
opens into a chamber, the f loor  of which is occupied by a pool. 
D~gging lowered water leve l  by a foot, and exposed a s l o t  into a narrow 
canal, bu t  t h i s  would need quitc a &a2 of work to make it passable. 
Total length 25'. 
Iambgreen Pot. NY 712362 A l t .  2,225' 

In a large rocky shake near the eastern end of a row of shdkeholes, 
on the east  side of Iambgreen H i l l s ,  a hummocky spur running out northwards 
from the Great Limestone outcrop on the m r t h  side of Cross Fel l .  The hole 
is entered under a large slipped block but  runs into s o h d  rock. Arthur 
Chempion was inserted, and managed to get  through a squeeze and m ~ m d  a 
corner to an 8' drop, constricted with chert  ledges. More work required. 
Length 25', depth 15 ' .  
Backstone Edge Pot. NY 705361 A l t .  2,250' 

On the linte?stsne W h  below Backstone Edge, in a small shake a 
few yards north of a larger  one which takes a stream. A n  open sWt in 
peat leads down to spiky corroded limestone, and a sweeze to the head 
of a fur ther  short  &OF, probably impassable. Depth 20'. 

Sunderland Cleugh Pot, Rookhope Valley, Weardale. NY 934400 A l t  .I ,200' . - 
Sunderland Cleugh i s  a stream which crosses the outcrop of the 

Great Limestone on the west s ide of the Rookhope valley. M r  Foster, 
working a t  Northgate Farm, took us to a hole which had recently f a l l e n  
open on the north sidc of the Cieugh, a t  the top of the Limestone - 
probably an old flood sink. 

The exploration w a s  a solo e f f o r t  by G e o f f  Tryon, braving a 
highly od.if emus deceased sheep. The in i t i a l .  climb down is through 
earth and boulders, to a 1 2 ' rift climb in sold rock . This drops into 
a roomy rift leading to  t m  openings, a crawl a t  f l o o r  l eve l  and a 
b r g e r  opening hi@;her up, which both open into a second rift chamber. 
To the r. is a 30' aven, to the 1, the rif't closes to a constr ic t ion 
w i t h  a n a r r o w  rift v i s ib l e  beyond, Length 50' ,  depth 30 ' .  

Further dom the Cleugh, in a vegetated gorge, a h w  bedding cave 
a t  NY 938398 is  probably a fossi.1 resurgence. Now a fox earth, it i s  
too low to enter but  m i & t  yield to determined digging. & i t e  a strong 
draught emerges. 

Mine Level below Chesteraarth House, Rookhope. NY 943J.20 
Rumour had it tha t  Ws was in f a c t  a na tura l  cave, so we went to 

investigate. The hole is a t  the north en&-of a disused quarry (Great 
Limestone), and is marked by a s p o i l  heap. To reach the quarry, leave 
the  road just  a f t e r  i t  crosses to the e a s t  side of the Bum, heading 
from Weardale up towards  Rookhope, and scramble up beside the old loading 
bays into the quarry. 

The hole is in f a c t  a mine level,  cut in s o l i d  rock ra ther  than 
arched round, and thus mistaken fo r  a cave. Approximately 300' long, 
it ends in a fore-, after crossing several  narrow natura l  rirts, 
pa ra l l e l  to the valley side. These a r e  probably mostly formed by pressure 
release,  although phreatic oddments a r e  present a s  well. Ordy one rift, 
c.100' from the entrance, could be entered. Geoff Tryon  managed to  cXmb 



up into this ,  and squeeze up a steep mud slope head.ing n0rthward.s f o r  
c .20' . Tightness and loose rock prompted. a return, although a th in  man .  
could probably make a t  least .  a few f e e t  of fur ther  progress. 

An Extension to  K i  sdon Cave, Swaledale. NY 8990.1 I 
On 26th August 1 978, dcring a quick tour is t t r i p  through the cave, 

a small hole was noted a t  the end of the b i g  chamber on the 1. of the m i n e  
level, which gave a glimpse of sonething larger beyond. A very muddy dig 
was embarked upon, u n t i l  it was rea l i sed  that there was a v i r tua l ly  open 
bedding passage heading in the sm-e direction 6' higher up. 

After clawing away more mud, John Cam-er managed to squeeze through 
th is ,  and dropped into a small chamber, with on the r. a hanging ruckle 
of large boulders, including gr i ts tone ones. Ws was not considered a 
safe  place to dig - a conclusion. backed up by Arthur Champion, who had 
a look a t  the choke on 28th May 1 979. Total length 30' . 
Lovergill Sink Cave, Swaledale. S D  882961 

Two v i s i t s  here, equipped with scaling gear and Arthur Champion, 
have seen h new extensions. These w i l l  be described in f u l l  in a l a t e r  
publication, when other work in the area is  complete. Tne two extensions 
entered are  Bearpit Series (1 20' of passage) and Cliffhanger Series 
(85' of passage). Both a re  c m c t e r i s e d  by lots of loose boulders. 
These and other f inds  in the sys tem bring the total .  length to  over 800 ' . 
Turned H i l l  Cave, Fossdale, Wensleydale . SD 868942 Alt .I ,660' . 

A cave f i r s t  dug out and explored by Richard Gibson, and unsuccessfully 
sought by us on 11 .3.78, when most of the shakes were f u l l  of snow. It was 
a t  last run t o  ear th on 25.8.78, and can be found. by walking 100 paces 
northwards up the road from the obviou.~ r i s ing  f o r  Sod. Hole G i l l  Cave & 
then i x x m n g  s t r a igh t  up the h i l l s i d e  f o r  57 paces. 

A squeeze leads d m  onto a boulder slope in to  a l i t t l e  chamber, 
with a 1 5' aven con.taining some formations, and a choked. hole in  the f loor  
with no room to  dig. Length 25', depth I 5' . 
Sod Hole G i l l  Cave 4, Bossdale, Wensleydale. SD 868940 

Rather a retracti-on than an extension.! m e  cave was v is i ted  on 
11 -3.78 and found to have f a l l e n  in 40' from the entrance. A possible 
route through the hanging death ruckle which has resul ted was seen, 
but  not entered. 

Sod Hole Gill Cave 1 ,  Fossdale, Wensleydale. SE 868937 
Two "new" avens were squeezed into, both 30' high and both on. the 

r. of the Majn Chamber. More interesting, a bone picked up from the 
clay bank which one descends to en tc r  the Main Chamber w a s  l a t e r  
identif  j ed (Sheff i e l d  City Museum) as a wild boar's tusk. 

1 a b 
P F R .  

Rov-antree Scar Cave, Castle Bolton, Wensleydale . SE 023928. 
Visited on 27th May 1979, a few 

f e e t  of narrow rift were squeezed into,  
but  there is no hope of any s igni f icant  
extension. The cave i s  old and phreatic, 
of the same type a s  Bobscar Caves. 

Brightgate Cave, Derbyshire SK 265599 
The scene of several v i s i t s  by 

the ' Sheff i e l d  contingent' . The 
system was surveyed, t o t a l  length being 
I ,080' and depth 85' - a n  interest ing 
and quite sporting cave. A f u l l  account 
with survey appears i n  Trans. B .C .R .A. 
Vo.6 No.1 (April 1979). 

- I 
ROWANTREE 
SCAR C A V E  
BCKA Gr.3  
A.C., P.F. R. 27.5.79 

o 10 20 t=t. 



m:, CAVES I N  m MAGrnTAY L1NLE;SrnlW. 

A nunber of caves i n  the Magnesian Limestone of South Yorkshire, 
North-East Derb shire  and North Nottinghanshire, were described in MSG 
Journal 7 (1 974 3 . '!?no of these systems have been rev is i ted  recently, 
He.me H i l l  Cave and Pleasley Vale Railway Cutting Pot. The f orrner cave 

has been extended, and p a r t i a l l y  resurveyed, and the l a t t e r  surveyed f o r  
the f i r s t  time: 

Berne H i l l  Cave SK. 533922 

A f o s s i l  phreatic system, the entrance to  which was exposed in  
1973 when a private car  par^ was being constructed adjacent to the 
main s t r e e t  of the vil lage. I n  January I 974 i t  made loca l  headlines 
when two children were stranded within a f t e r  lamp fa i lure ,  and had 
to be rescued from the noisome depths by a policeman. Later in the 
same year the cave was exanined and surveyed by MSG ( ~ . 7  pel 6-1 7), 
and proved, a t  4-00', to be the second longest known cave i n  the 
Magnesian Limes tone. 

The cave remains open, and sadly defaced by loca l  children, 
the f i r s t  chamber being half f u l l  of imported rubbish. Representations 
to  local  authori t ies  tha t  the cave should be gated and conserved, 
have met with the usual red tape a t  some juncture, and nothing has as 
yet been done. 
Recent Extensions. 

A few recent visits to the cave, mostly 'even-hg k i p s '  by the 
Sheffield contingent of MSG, have seen several  of the passages in 
the cave extended a l i t t l e  fur ther  by squeezeing or digging. These 
add another 1 50' in length, and merited a redrawing of the survey. 

A se r i e s  of small passages on the 1. of Chamber 2 were entered 
by Dave hwe  (v is i t ing  on behalf of the I n s t i t u t e  of Geological 
sciences) on 3rd August 1978. Entry involves a squeeze up in to  a rift, 
thereafter there is  no par t icu lar  obstacle, although the passage remains 
small, to end a f t e r  T O t ,  running out under the quarry i n  f ron t  of the 
cave entrance. 

On the same v i s i t  a small hole w a s  noted a t  the f a r  end of the 
system, on the north side of Chamber 5. Stones thrown through f e l l  
into a larger  void. A few days l a t e r ,  on an evening t r ip ,  t h i s  small 
hole was enlarged to  allow a squeeze in to  a chamber 25' long, ending 
i n  impassably small passages. !he occasion was celebrated with a 
packet of chips - how many cave entrances a re  within two minutes 
walk of a fish-and-chip shop? Hence "Chips Squeeze". 

A new passage was a l so  found on the 1. of Chamber 4, the 
largest  chamber in the cave, A very narrow r i f t  leads off here, lea- 
round an excessively t igh t  corner into a higher r i f t  passage which  can 
also be entered from a small aven in the roof of Chamber 4. !The rift 
passage turns sharp r. and becomes too t ight ,  30' from the chamber. 

Total length of the cave is now 550 ' , and depth 3 5 ' . W h i l s t  
there a re  no part icular  dangers, and the cave i tself '  presents no 
r e a l  threat  to junior speleolog.ists, it should be preserved from 
the i r  attentions.  Phreatic caves of any length in the Magnesian 
Limestone m e  rare, and Heme H i l l  presents an interest ing v a r i e Q  
of solut ional  phemmonae. It ra i ses  several  geomoxyhlogical problems - 
such a s  the source of the angular debris on the f loors  of most of 
the chambers, the walls and roofs of which a re  covered by smooth 
rounded solutional pockets. The system should be gated, cleaned up, 
and access res t r ic ted  to par t ies  with a genuine in t e res t  in the 
features i t  has to  of'fer. 



Sleasley Tale Railway Cutting 'Pot. SEC 520649 

This is  the southernmost of the known Magnesian Limestone caves, 
being s i tua ted  just  north of Mansfield in Nottinghamshire. B e  br ief  
description i n  MSG Journal 7 9-20) requires updating and some 
al terat ion,  in the l igh t  of the recent surveying of the system. 

me rather  clumsy name does a t  l e a s t  give the s i tua t ion  of the 
cave entrance - however Rogan Jenkinson (of Creswell Crags Interpretation 
centre),  who i s  currently researching Magnesian Limestone caves in the 
area, i s  of the opinion tha t  the system is  the or iginal  'Yew k e  Cave', 
documented i n  the 19th century as  an archaeological s i t e  (see 'Caves of 
DeFbyshire' p .I 25 f o r  references ) . 
Description of the Cave. 

The entrance i s  an obvious hole on the south side of a disused 
railway cutting, now a public foot  and cycle-path. !be i n i t i a l  10' drop 
is  bes t  provided with a rope or short  length of ladder, since it 
overhangs on a l l  sides, and needs some acrobatics to  reascend if no 
such aids a re  available. 

Prom the entrance chamber a Large r i f t  leads off to  the south, 
and to the north, over a boulder, is a ' T '  -junction w i t h  a rift running 
para l le l  with the s ide of the railway cutting. 

The south rift soon chokes, but  a hole under i ts 1. w a l l  leads 
down into a low chaaber, r ea l ly  a lower l eve l  of the same r i f t ,  which 
steps sideways on a bedcting plane ( a f t e r  the fashion of many s l ip - r i f t  
systems). From this lower chamber a crawl leads back northwards to  join 
the main rift, a t  the foot of a sloping ca lc i ted  s lab to the r. a t  the 
' T' -junction which forms the north end of the Entrance Chamber. 

Following th is  r i f t  on eastwards from the calci ted slab, a narrow 
crawl (which should be tackled f e e t  f i r s t )  follows, to  a squeeze dawn 
into a small chamber. A stemple which some person has thoughtrully 
provided here is an invaluable a id  on the return journey up through 
the squeeze. A r i f t  on the 1. of the chamber soon chokes, but  the 
high r i f t  a t  the f a r  s ide leads up to a 1. turn along a 33' high 
fissure,  with jammed blocks a t  various levels .  mis ends a t  a junction, 
from which a shor t  s e r i e s  of r i f t s  radiate ,  a l l  choking o r  becoming 
too t ight  within a few yards. 

Back a t  the 'T' -junction near the entrance, a climb down t o  
the 1. leads into another chamber ending in a boulder choke. The 
way on from here is down a sloping hole in the boulders of the floor,  
which leads through a narrow section onto the head of a 15'  pitch,  
I h e  ladder and l i f e l i n e  f o r  t h i s  must be belayed back in the chamber 
above, to any saf'e boulder. 

The pi tch drops in to  a high rift, the f loo r  dropping away and 
then sloping up again to a widening overhung by an apalling boulder 
ruckle . This appears to have moved considerably between I 974 and 
1978 (as a r e su l t  of mining subsidence?) and should be given as wide 
a berth as  possible - i n  f a c t  v i s i t s  t o  this  p a r t  of the pot not 
r ea l ly  recommended. 

There appears to be a high l eve l  chamber above this point, bu t  
attempts a t  entry would be sheer suicide. A hole leads on down to 
the I., through a narrow r i f t  into a high chamber, ending cholced. 
A scramble up between boulders (some which appear more o r  l e s s  so l id ly  
wedged) leads to the head of the second pitch, a 20' drop in to  another 
r i f t  chamber. Two holes in the f loor  of t h i s  can both be followed down 
f o r  a few fee t .  

Total length of the system l a  a L i t t l e  over 3001, and depth 75'. 
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I R E L A N D  1 9 7 9  

In September 1979 a small party of MSG members spent a fortnight in 
the Kenmare area of County Kerry, combining sightseeing with caving. Over 
twenty 'new-caves were explored, and several known systems extended. 

The 'expedition1 comprised Arthur Champion, Rosemary Cork, Richard 
Gibson, Pete and Elaine Fiyder, Pat Sweeney and Tom Megahy, most of the 
arranging of minibus hire, ferry tickets and accomodation being handled 
by Tom. Transport was a hired minibus from Sheffield. 

The party left Sheffield at 1.00 p.m. on Saturday 15th September, 
two hours late after the hiring company had got themselves confused over 
which vehicle we were going to have. Despite the delay we made the ferry, 
10.00 p.m. from Pembroke, without any problems, managing a tea stop and 
a brief cathedral inspection at Brecon on the way. 

After a rather sleepless night we arrived at Cork at 6.30 on Sunday 
morning, and headed out west, stopping to look at -the ruined Ballincollig 
Castle on the outskirts of the city. We reached the cottage where we were 
to stay, at Ihockeens, Kilgharvan (about eight miles east of  enm mare) by 
10.00 a.m. In the afternoon we had a walk by the Cleady River, which cuts 
the limestone outcrop midway between Kilgharvan and Kenmare, and promptly 
found CLEADY CAVE, obviously unexplored, with pleasant phreatic crawls 
and a chamber housing a bat colo ny... 

Monday saw the Cleady River area more thoroughly inspected, with the 
help of Dan Leary who lives just abwe the cave. The system was surveyed, 
and pushed to a definite end. On the next day, Tuerjday 18th September, 
we made our first visit to the Tubbrid area, which was to be the main focus 
of our speleological attention. Not realising that some of the caves here 
were tidal, Arthur and Richard almost met a watery end whilst sweying 
T6 sink, thereafter named 'DEXTHPRAP HOLE'. The area around the caves is 
a maze of little fields, wooded limestone knolls and thick and impenetrable 
thorny hedges, in the middle of which little streams rise and sink. Even 
geography graduates lose their bearings and wander confused - the published 
sketch map and accounts of the caves were very little help in their location. 

On Wednesday Ellarney was visited. Supposedly a caveless day, a 
rowing boat trip to the exquisite Innisfallen Island in the Lower Lake 
(with an interesting assortment of monastic ruins) revealed a series of 
lakeside caves where the limestone outcropped. The rowing boat party only 
just regained the landing stage before a violent storm broke over the lake, 
and drowning; was averted for the second day running. 

Thursday saw the smeying of the Tubbrid Caves started in earnest. 
Several hundred feet of new passage in kTATERPUW CAVE was pioneered by 
Richard. Friday, a non-caving day, provided the highlight of the whole 
holiday - a trip to Skellig fichael, a stack-like island rising 700' 
out of the Atlantic nine miles offshore, and crowned by the remains of 
a Celtic m~nastery dating back to the 6th century. As Irish guidebooks 
tend to put it, "the ruins are in a good state of preserpation'. Once 
again the sea made a determined attempt to put an end to the party, the 
return journey especially being extremely rough. 

On Friday evenine; Donal Gilhuys and Dave Miller of the Irish Speleological 
Association arrived from Dublin, to join the group for the weekend. Saturday 
saw the enlarged party back at Tubbrid again, and Donal pioneered a rather 
desperate duck ('The Blarney Duck' - so called because you have got to 
"kiss the stonen to utilise the half inch or so of airspace) to make the 
first through trip between Waterpump Cave and the T5 sink, giving us, 
at 600', the longest of the Tubbrid caves. Later in the day the ISA contingent 
and Richard put in a lot of digging to gain 25' of passage in CONFLUENCE 
CAVE whilst the Ryders attempted to photogrzph severa! of the caves. 



On Sunday 23rd September the area east of Tubbrid was prospected by 
Donal, Dave and Richard, without any spectacular finds being made. Monday 
saw more Tubbrid work, with Richard pushing a wet bedding at T2 sink to 
find several hundred feet of cave. In the afternoon the FIt&IEY RIVRR 
CAVE3 on the river below Kenmare were surveyed - having been found two 
days previomsly by Arthur in the course of one of his solo wanderings 
(we had been deprived of his presence underground by the fact that he 
had cut his hand badly whilst making a desperate exit from the flooding 
Deathtrap Hole on Tue day, which required stitches and abstimience from 
speleological activity , at least of the subterranean kind). 

On Monday evening and Tuesday it rained. heavily. Tuesday saw a 
second visit to the Killarney area, with the intent of visiting Muckross 
House, and, for the more fanatic troglophiles, prospecting the limestone 
of the nearby Muckross Peninsula. More new caves were found here. 

Wednesday, the penultimate day of the holiday, was another surface 
day, spent in the area west of Cork, looking at various ruined castles 
and monasteries. One brief subterranean excursion was made, into OVENS 
CAVES. Here even Rosemary and Pat, who had previously stuck resolutely to 
the surface, were coaxed underground. Whilst most of the party stooped 
and crawled round the well trogged main passages of the system, Richard 
and Arthur ventured into the more constricted lrther reaches, and were 
repulsed by a rather annoyed badger. 

The thought that only one day was left, and that the cave at 
T2 sink remained to be 'finished offt and surveyed, prompted a dash back 
to Kenmare for an attempted evening trip. Unfortunately water levels were 
too high after Monday and Tuesday's rain to allow entry. 

Thursday 27th September saw the party divided, the tourist element 
driving over the Heeley Pass and exulting in glorious landscapes, 
whilst the cavers went back to Tubbrid again. The stream was still too 
high to let us into T2 sink - a note of frustration to end caving proceedings 
on. However, the rising for T6 and some interesting bits of cave were found 
in the inter-tidal zone in the small estuary. 

The return trip, on Friday, was accomplished without calamity, 
although the drive from Pembroke back up to Sheffield proved rather 
shattering. 

The results of the caving are detailed below under the headings 
of the various areas looked at. 

The Kenmare Region. 
The Kenmare River is one of the flooded valleys or rias that penetrate 

deep into the south-west corner of Ireland. ~eolo~icall~, the ~iver-follows 
a syncline, which presemes in its centre an area of Carboniferous Limestone, 
the most southerly outcrop in Ireland. This is generally very steeply dipping, 
and in parts almost vertically bedded. The outcrop is restricted to the 
north side of the Kenmare River, where it forms a belt about ten miles 
long from east to west, rarely extending more than a mile inland (i .e. 
northwards). The outcrop is at its widest at Tubbrid, two miles west of 
Kenmare, where two small streams sink and rise several times, forming the 
Tubbrid Caves. 

The two larger rivers which flow down from the highland to the north 
into the Kenmare River, the Finnihy and the Cleady, both have limestone 
gorges, which provided f'urther caves. 
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Sketch Map showing the Kenmare Area, and Locations of Caves. 

The Tubbrid Caves. 
These were first documented by Wi&eId and Whitehead ('Irish 

Speleology Vol. 1 No. 1 1965 p. 15-1 7'). I?&m their account it was apparent 
that new passage remained to be found in the area, and that the thorough 
examination and surveying of the whole group of caves, even if none were 
liable to be of any great extent, would be a useful project. It was this 
that attracted the group to Tubbrid, and all expectations were justified. 
Wingfield and Whitehead's nunbering scheme for the caves has been 
followed, although the more significant systems have been named as well. 

Two small streams, the Dunkerron (western) and Tubbrid (eastern) 
streams, flow south towards the Kenmare River from the Old Red Sandstone 
hills to the north of the main Kenmare to Sneem road. South of the road, 
both streams encounter limestone knolls, and sink and rise several times. 
The sinks D3 and T3 both feed the T3 rising, joining in what was named 
Confluence Cave. The enlar ed stream flows on southwards through the 
T4 (~kyligbt cave) and T5 f Waterpump cave) systems, finally sinking 
at $6 (~eathtra~   ole). The peculiar behavioup-of T6 will be touched 
on later. At low tide, a dry stream bed winds on from T6 sink to the 
T6 rising, amongst seaweed in the centre of the little estuary. 

The caves are here dealt with working downstream, from Dl sink 
to D2 rising, then T1 sink: to T2 rising, the T3 system (confluence cave) 
and then T4,5 and 6. 



The Dunkerron Caves. - 
The Dunkerron stream f i r s t  goes underground about one hundred 

, a r d s  t o  the  e a s t  of the  r u i n s  of Dunkerron Cas t le  (which comprise 
a s h a t t e r e d  tower house and a l eng th  of c u r t a i n  w a l l ,  a l l  heav i ly  
mantled i n  ivy  - i n  the  bank beneath t h e  ex te rna l  f ace  of the  c u r t a i n  
w a l l  is a 151 long cave o r  g r o t t o ,  now f i t t e d  with a g r i l l e  a c r o s s  i ts 
ent rance) .  The stream s ink  is  impenetrable, i n  a low choked s l o t .  

The stream reappears  a l i t t l e  over one hundred yards away, ;hear 
t o  an o ld  farmhouse. The r i s i n g  has evident ly  been used a s  a water supply 
at  some time, and is f i t t e d  with a g r i l l e ,  which however can be l i f t e d  
up t o  al low access.  I n s i d e ,  a wet crawi t u r n s  r. and ends i n  a sump a f t e r  
only 20' . 

"e stream then flows on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  beneath a hedge ( a s  do many 
of s treams i n  the  a r e a ) ,  t o  t h e  bouldery D2 s i n k ,  where i t  passes llnderground 
again i n  boulder choked rifts. 
D2 Cave. 

Twenty yards south  of D2 s i n k  a dry stream bed m s  out from beneath 
a small  c l i f f .  A t  t he  f o o t  of the  outcrop,  an 18" by 12" hole urops down 
i n t o  a roomy hands-and-knees crawi,  l ead ing  back towards the  s ink .  This  
soon jo ins  the  s tream, which s i n k s  on the  r . ,  and ends where day l igh t  can 
he seen from the  choked r i f t s  at the  s ink.  The t o t a l  length  of t h e  cave 
is  901. 

The dry  stream bed below D2 cave l eads  to a pool ,  where running 
water is  again met - r i s i n g  on the  r., and s ink ing  on t h e  1. of the  pool. 
This  is  the  water from D2 cave,  and s i n k s  t o  be seen underground a few 
yards away, j u s t  i n s i d e  the  upper entrance of Confluence Cave. 

The Tubbrid Caves. 
The Tubbrid stream f i r s t  encounters  a limestone r idge  j u s t  below - .  

t he  bridge where a t r a c k  c r o s s e s  it .  The TI cave is simply a s tooping 
s i z e  passage 601 long running r i g h t  through the  r idge .  The stream 
then s t a y s  on the  su r face  f o r  some d i s t ance ,  u n t i l  T2 s i n k  i s  reached 
T2 Sink. 

The stream flows i n t o  a low wet passage, 10' wide and 2' high. 
Vihen f i r s t  found, r o t t i n g  animal remains made e n t r y  unpleasant .  However, 
a dam w a s  b u i l t  a few f e e t  upstream, and when a good head of water  had 
c o l l e c t e d ,  w a s  broken, so  t h e  ent rance  w a s  Itflushed ou tw by an a r t i f i c i a l  
f lood  pulse.  

The entrance passage lowers t o  a low duck, and then ,  30' i n ,  en larges  
t o  a s m a l l  chamber. The obvious rou te  s t r a i g h t  ahead here  i s  too  low, 
but i n  dry  weather an oxbow on the  r., wi th  very l i t t l e  a i r space ,  l e a d s  
through i n t o  a cont inuing passage with 9" o f  air above 3' of water. 
A l a r g e r  dry passage rur~nine; p a r a l l e l  can he glimpsed through a bedding 
up t o  the  1. 

This  w a s  t h e  poin t  a t  which Richard, making a s o l o  explora t ion ,  
thought i t  prudent t o  t u r n  back. Unfortunately,  before a r e t u r n  v i s i t  
could be made, the  weather broke, and the  duck a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  chamber 
s tayed thoroughly sumped. here  is p o t e n t i a l  f o r  another  hundred f e e t  
o r  s o  of cave here  - t o t a l  l eng th  of passage s o  far seen is c.130'. 
T2 Rising. 

~t the  south s i d e  of t h e  wooded limestone k n o l l  :,he stream 
reappears  from a low opening. This  can be entered ,  and a s h o r t  
aqueous cave explored through a squeeze and a duck t o  a sump, 40' 
in. 

'rhe Tubbrid s tream now flows along a hedge bottom f o r  bare ly  
I0Ot,,..before disappearing.underground again i n  the  choked T3 swal le t .  
A, few yards f u r t h e r  south  is  a rocky diepression, ~ o n t a i n i n g : -  
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Shakey Hole. 
A cau t ious  descent  of 7 '  l e a d s  i n t o  an i r r e g u l a r  chamber, m i d s t  

boulders ,  wi th  very l i t t l e  ho ld ing  i ts  roof  up. A t  f l o o r  l e v e l  is a 
low s l o t ,  opening i n t o  a s o l i d  s t ream passage. The s t ream e n t e r s  from 
t h e  boulder m c k i e  beneath the  en t r ance ,  and f lows away down a hands- 
and-kni~es crawl,  wi th  a hAgh bouldery r i f t  on t h e  r . ,  ending i n  a sump. 
T i ~ i s  is 0111) a few ya rds  from t h e  i n l e t  sump i n  C-nfluence Cave. The 
yo in t  of e x i t  of t he  water  i s  no t  c l e a r  however, 2nd t h e  sump is u n l i k e l y  
t o  be f r eed iveab le .  The cave is 65' i n  t o ta l  l ength .  

Confluence Cave. 
Th i s  i s  the  system i n  which t h e  waters  of t he  Dunkerron and D b b r i d  

s t r e a s  jo in .  It is bea t  v i s i t c d  v i a  i t s  upper en t r ance ,  beneath a srnall 
c i i f ' f  a few ya rds  from t h e  ooa l  which a c t s  as the  D2 r i s i n g  m d  D3 sink.  

The low ent rance  c l e a r l y  t a k e s  water  i n  f l ood  cond i t i ons ,  and drops 
i n t o  a low crawl. To t h e  1. a few ya rds  of low crawl can be followed t o  
wrlere day l igh t  can be seen  from a h a l f  choked ho le  a few f e e t  from t h e  
entrance.  The s t ream e n t e r s  he re ,  and flows p a s t  t h e  en t rance .  To t h e  r., 
downstream, a f l a t  out  wet crawl soon g i v e s  way t o  a dry s t o ~ ~ y  s e c t i o n ,  
somewhat narrower. The water  i s  then  r e j o i n e d ,  and t h e  c rawl ing  g radua l ly  
eases .  An oxbow on t h e  1. by-passes a low s e c t i o n  on t h e  s t ream,  and small 
formations begin t o  appear  i n  abundance. 

A small chamber i s  reached,  where a l a r g e  block has  f a l l e n  rom t h e  roo f .  
Seyond t h i s  t h e  passage suddenly e n l a r g e s  t o  10' wide and h-~gh.  The s t ream 
i s  l o s t  aga in  under t h e  1. w a l l ,  hu t  a dry  passage con t inues ,  t o  where 
t h e  s t ream i s  met aga in ,  emerging from a low passage on t h e  1. ( ~ i c h a r d  
g o v e l l e d  up t h i s  f o r  c.401, which must be almost back t o  t h e  sink). 
Ahead, scrambling round some b i g  f a l l e n  r~ locks ,  one s t e p s  ou t  i n t o  Matchbox 
Chamber, a f l a t  roofed cavern 12' h igh  and up  t o  18 '  wide, housing hundreds 
of b a t s .  

he chamber ends a f t e r  401 ,  -here t h e  streamway lowers  t o  a hands-and- 
knees crawl,  and a dry oxbow goes o f f  up  on t h e  1. Th i s  opens i n t o  ano the r  
chamber, a l s o  hung wi th  h a t s  on our  v i s i t ,  wi th  var rous  s h o r t  branches. Th i s  
t o o  i s  an oxbow, curv ing  r. t o  drop down t o  t h e  s t r e -  again.  On t h e  1, 
he re  i s  a passage b i s e c t e d  by an ex t r ao rd ina ry  t h i n  s l a b  of rock ,  which 
appears  t o  have dropped down from t h e  r o o f ,  prohably t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s o l u t i o n  
on two p a r a l l e l  j o i n t s  only an inch  o r  s o  a p a r t .  

The f a r  s i d e  of t h i s  si-ab can be reached from the I n l e t  sump passage. 
The main s t ream passage a t  the  f a r  end of t h e  oxbow r u n s  i n t o  a r u c k l e  of 
nas s ive  boulders .  On the  1, he re  a dug out  squeeze and duck l e a d  i n t o  t h e  
I n l e t  of t he  T 3  water ,  ending a f t e r  25' T s o  i n  a sump. Th i s  s e c t i o n  can 
a l s o  be reached d i r e c t l y  from an ent rance  from the  su r f ac t> ,  t h e  most 
n o r t h e r l y  of t hose  i n  t h e  boulder* s lope  above t h e  T3 r i s i n g .  

The main r o u t e  on downstream i s  through a chamber 6' ahove the  s t r~at ,  
dropping back down through a s m a l l  a r c h  i n t o  a bouldery chamber, w i th  
d a y l i g h t  e n t e r i n g  from t h e  'Le t te rbox '  en t rance ,  passable  by very t h i n  
cave r s  only. Animal remains i n  t h e  water  he re  make this lower s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  cave obnoxious. 

The way t o  t h e  normal Lower Entrance is through a s h o r t  crawl,  and 
up a loose  ho le  on t h e  1. A ti~Llt wet squeezee from t h e  base of  t h i s  l e a d s  
t o  another  ruck le  chamber and a n o t h e ~ .  en t r ance ,  but  t h i s  w a s  no t  surveyed - 
prolonged con tac t  wi th  t h e  water  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  cave be ing  deemed 
unwise! 

motaJ l eng th  of t h e  cave is c.500' .  :i;ngfield and Whitehead g ive  
a Gr.2 survey of t h i s  cave (which they  term T ?) ,  but  could n o t  work ou t  
where t h e  two s t reams came i n  - they  d i d  n o t  push through t o  t h e  Upper 
Entrance,  and g ive  the  cave ' s  l e n g t h  as only 280'. 



The vc.rioud lower entrances to CorSlueri<:e Cave l j e  in a. b u d d e r  
s1.cy.e above tile rising, obviously the piwduct of the collapse of E; 

c:lwr.k,er o r  chambers of' sone proportions. !The strean., resurges fron~ a 
short lengtk of passage ending i~ a blank wzIl where a huge block has 
dropped, only a f E!VI f e e t  from the wet n:ickle chambers a t  the dowl-stream 
end of the cave, 

'Dne strean: now flows on the surf&ce f o r  a l i t t l e  l e s s  than a. hundred 
yards, before reaching the top entrance of T4. or  :- 

Skylj ght Cavc, 
A t  f i r s t  sight the T 4  sink looks choked, but if or~e crav,-ls i~ .b the 

fu-3! opening, the roof suddenly l S t ~ ,  and dlat appears to be a biank wall  
ahead is sirrlply a bould.er which c a . ~  be clinibt: d cTrel-, ~5th care, beyond 
vikich one drops in+-0 a passage irl so l j  d rock, 

Dc~wnstream, the cave widens to c.1 5° , w i t h  the s t r e m  in a. h section 
uyder the I. wall. F c ~ r m a t i o ~  begrin to agpear, arid where t h e  passage n a r r ~ w s  
again i t  becornes rea l ly  well decora.ted f'or a s h o r t  sec:tion. S+%oplng and 
hack-and.-knees crawling a l te rna te  -I;o where a dry passage enters on the 1, 
This enlargc;~ to a. small chanber- where another bal; was fo~u:r? in residence - 
than descends a sandy slope i-nto a. low muddy crztvl, con1,ainin.g a t r ick le  of 
a n  in le t .  Richard. forced this f'or 40' o r  so - i t  is not quite c lear  where 
the stream 5.s derived from, Yhe crawl bocorrles very low and u.nplcasant, 

Icowns tream again, easy passage continues with dayli ght en terirlg 
from two shafts  i n  the isoof (the ~ k ~ l i ~ h t s ) ,  which surface 1 0' a7j0~e i n  
a l i t t l e  fenced enclosure in the m d  aTxve, ArL easy roony. passage leads or1 
f o r  another 30' to the Irrrrer Entrance, a 12'  wide :uld. 5' high arch, shmuded 
by dense veget;ati.on. 

!he strean then flows on along a mocled. gully between two open f ie lds ,  
u n t i l  a ridge of limestone rears  ahead, and the wa-ter f Lows s t ra ight  jllt,c 
a c l i f f  face a-1; T5 o r  :- 

Waterpulp Cave. 
'Ihe T5 Srink En'iraxce to  this,  the longest of the Tubbrid csves, opens 

into a bc)uld.er strewn chamber up to 17' wide. Th i s  soon drcpz. dcm in to  a 
clean-washed stream passage, mostly of si;oopi.rig s ize,  whlck~ a f t e r  I 00' o r  
so lowers to  a. short crawl, ~&.ich enierges into a chimber -largely occupied 
by 6. pool. 

Up on the re here is  a high leve l  passagc endlng i n  a choke. 'l4le 
way on is  into the water, an2 thmugh a 10' long duck wfit.I?. minimal airspace, 
on the f a r  side uf Cne v1ih;;;ler. This has actual ly  only been passed in the 
opposite direction, ard  involves prcgrr:ss on one ' s back "kj-ssing the stone" 
of the roof to u t i l i s e  the m i n j m a l  ajrspace - hence th.e mire  'The B-ey 
Duck' . Roof' pendan1:s m d  spikes make a quick dive tlu.ough hamrdous. 

Beyond the Blarney Ihrck, the cave open,.; up again into a wide wet 
chamber, more complex i n  ap1)earmce than i t  looks on the survey, Up on 
the r. is  a ch~ked  high leve l  passage, which could probably be d.ug out  to 
by-pa,cs the duck , Passing some: f a l l e n  blocks, the do~cstream passage narrows 
to a second duck, th i s  time a quick one-ear-jn-fie-wa.ter job, A smaller 
c b b e r ,  low arid wet, is passed, and the passage continues as a 2' diameter 
c ircular  tube, half f u l l  of water. 

!he tube emerges i n t c  another b lockfa l l  chamber, and a ra ther  roomies 
pas."' fie goes on, to a s i l t  bank up into a dry chamber. Ahead, the pEssage 
cross-section changes to  an inclined r i f t ,  turning r. and then 1, again, 
before lov,~eri.ng to another wet crawl. This becomes wide ar,S wal.lowy, with 
tihe aj.r space down to  6" o r  so f o r  a few fee t ,  before the passage gains 
height once more, and daylight is seen *om Wa.teqump Entrance, 
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Wateq:ump En-Lrance, so nanied from an abandoned waterpuvp standing beej.& 
it, is  a wide cra.ter ~ T L  the woodknd, formed by the p a r t i a l  ccllapse of 30' 
of stream pa.ssage. At, the south end of the open hole a doanstr~;am passage 
continues, an easy wet crawl, to an area of f a l l e n  blocks, and a final 
complete boulder choke, 50' from the open hole. 

Tne t o t a l  length of the W2te1l:lump system is c.600'. If t-k dmst ream 
choke could be passed, another hundred f e e t  or- so of passage might be found. 
before one gets to +he: T5 r is ing,  where  a few f e e t  of cave are  accessible t o  
a choke. 

!be T5 ri sir% appears to ms.rk the t i d a l  l imi t  on the 'ILbbrS c! estuary. 
It is  possible tha t  high spring tides mighl; cause the water a.t the r i s ing  t o  
bsck up, and r a i se  the leve l  of thc  canals in Waterpump Cave. 

The main stream a t  the T5 rising is joined by a smal1.e::. flow from a 
little rising; amongst; brambles a few yards fur ther  no~-th- i.t is uncertain. 
whether th i s  is  another pa r t  of the scme stream or  not. Sixty yards 
downstream of the main ri.si.ng, when the t i &  is out, the sheam sinks amin 
amongst blocks bebw a small clif'f, a t  !I% o r  : - 
Deathtrap Cave. 

'Ihe rea.son fo r  the choice of name has alrezdy been br5 ef ly related! 
Ee stream sink i t s e l f  is not enterable, bu t  a few-yards am.y to  the sou-th, 
on the wooded h i l l s ide  above the stream, is an open hole dmppbg  8' Lnto 
t1.e strean! passage, The smaU chamber a t  the foot  of this can a lso  be 
reached by a 30' crawl from an ob.vrious entrance in the small c u f  besi-de 
the stream bed, j u s t  sound the comer below the sink, 

From the chamber two passages lead off', a low upstream crawl, ending 
a f t e r  20' rvh.ere daylight can be seen frcm f issures  a t  the sink, and the main 
dovjnstream roul:e, a wide crawl with general3.y lovr airspaces, which rounds 
several. gentle benck f o r  80' o r  so to a few boul4-ers and a 2' cascade, in to  
arw ther l o w  passage. 

This was the point rerched by- Ar thu r  Champion on a preliminary 
reconnaissance of the cave, . three o r  four  hours before high 113e. Twenty 
LIW-utes o r  so l a t e r  Ar.thur and Rj.chzrd s t a r t e d  surveying into the ca.x7e, 
in-l;endi.ng to explore. on down?, trearn from the cascade and survey as they 
went. They were within 30' of the-. cascade, and pv.zz3iing as  to  why they 
could not hear the f a l l i n g  water, when they suddenly rea l i sed  tkle reason - 
the canal they were crawling i n  was r i s i n g  f a s t  as the whole cave f i l l e d  
ug from i t s  lower end - the 2' cascade had alrea.Qr f i-lled. Survey a ~ s  
instantly abandoned, and a despe~*a.te race f o r  the entrance made - one l o w  
section, about, 10' long, had already f i l l e d ,  and necessitated a f ree  dive, 
in which Arthur both c u t  h i s  hand quite seriously, and lost h i s  helmet. 

Fron the safety of the entrance charr.ber the party watched -the water 
leve l  in the cave s teadi ly rj.sing, a t  about an inch a minute. Within an 
hour a l l  but  the chamber was f u l l  t o  the roof, and the entrance in the 
stream bank was flowing a s  a resurgence. Not u n t i l  an hour o r  so l a t e r ,  
a t  high tide,  did the t i d a l  water f l o w  up the surface stream bed from 
the estary - \hen i t  did, i t  just  about reached the leve l  of the entrance, 
an6 lapped agajnst the base of' the l i t t l e  cliff. As the t ide  fallis, the 
cave reverts  to being a sink a s i n .  

Ihe apparent explanation of the extra.ord.i nary and dangexous behaviour 
of the cave's hydrology is tha t  as the t i d e  turns, and covers the resurgeme 
of the T6 system (which i s  just  above low t ide  mark), the stream flawing 
in the cave is forced back, and the &.ole cave fi-lk, the f r e sh  water being 
forced back up-tream by the tidal. influx, so tha.t it flows out of the sink 
some time before the t ide  actual ly  reaches tha t  level. 



After the alarming termination of t h e  survey t r jp ,  =d. with some doubt 
remainjng as  to whether the flooding of t h e  cave was q~5'c.e prec?icta'Cle, the 
cave mas not v i s i t ed  again. . . 

The passage so f a r  e q l o r e d  in  Deaf2~i;ra.p Hole (I 20' of i!, jn a l l )  
trends just  south of east .  The wz.ter is next seen a t  Paul 's  Hole, which  lie^, 

ahcut 200' away, alunos t due scjuth of ~6 sink. Paul's Hole is in f a c t  a 
ser ies  of f i ssures  below a snail c U f f ,  a t  the end of a t i d a l  i n l e t  from 
the estuary. A t  lovir t ide one can drop down the largest  of these into a few 
f e e t  of passage an2 a sump. As the t ide comes in the water l e v e l  in. 3.1-1 the 
f issures  r j ses ,  and the entrance probably a c t s  a s  a resurgence, as T6 sink 
does, before being covered by the tide. FLuoresccin put i n  1% skik was seen 
in the apparently s t s t i c  water in these f i ssures ,  an hour 01. so before it 
reached the T6 rising. 

!be !I6 r i s jng  is mother  200' beyond Paul's Hole, to the southqes t .  
'Ihe water emerges between seaweed covered blocks in the mid.d.l.e of the s m a l l  
esturuy, the resurgence only being uncovered br ie f ly  a t  low t ide,  A few f e e t  
=#Jay, a hole irl seaweedy boulders b p s  into Bc:ncath-th.eS~,.lt Cave, a roorr,y 
but  wet crawl carrying the stram. This was explored f o r  4.0' t o  a. sump - 
whether t h i s  is a sump a t  extreme l o w  t idc is not  c lear .  lLny exploration 
here would obviously be very hazardous. 

Di w cre t ion  Cave. 
A t  low t ide,  a second, smaller, r i s ing  was noted a few f e e t  to the west 

of that  of the main T6 stream. The r i s ing  could not, be enitrt,d, but  ~v2,a-t is 
probably the same s tr.;zm was f cuzd in a sn~aUL cave reached by ~ ~ d k i ~ g  up 
tl.-c ( a t  low t ide)  bed of the !PuT~br.id Strcam f o r  60 yards o r  so, to just 
beyond. the branch up t o  Pault  s Hole, and then s trilcirig: up the bank on the 
west. 

A dug out hole lea& dovn-A into a bould ery chamber, and arl active stream 
passage . Covrns tream was an a.t tra.ci;ive tubular passage, w i t h  i t s  airspace 
becoming very low a f t e r  40'. A sim:ilar length of passage w a s  explored upstream, 
a roomy crawl a f t e r  an i n i t i a l  squeeze under a poised block. I h e  f a c t  that 
&is cave too f i l l s  compl-etely a t  high t ide  0.letemed as thorough an exploration 
a s  might have otherPPi s e  been made. 'he source of t h e  l i t t l e  stszean in the cave 
is  a matter of conjecture. The upstrean; passage appears to be heading tmmrds 
a s m a l l  cave we cal led Flocdsink Hole, about; I 50' north of the l j m i t  of 
explorati.on. This  is entered by a thrutch dovm. through loose bould-ers beside 
a small outcrop of weathered limestone, on the opposite s ide  of the m a i n  stream 
ta the T5 r i s ing ,  and a f e w  ya.lds out onto the f l a t  grassy f hodplain. This 
rather. hazardous entry la r~ds  one in a small charher, ending in a swnp - no 
flowing water was seen, 

Ihe 80' long cave was  named, by Arthur, Di scre-kion Cavc, who af t;er 
h i s  Deathtrap experience b.ckr:d the necessary v a l ~ ~ u :  to  force it i;o i ts 
l i m i t .  '&e strean in the cave is possibly leakage fron: the main stream jus t  
below T5 r is ing,  

Walled Cave. 
This was the one cave a t  W b r i d  away frcni the main gro12.p of active 

systems. It was shown to  us by M r  Jerry Hallissey of Dunkcrron, who f a r m s  
i n  the area, a n d  without whom we would ce r - h i  n l y  never found it: 

The entrance is bes t  fovad by follovring the path running south from 
the ru ins  of DLlrkerror Castle, whj ch crosses a walled lane, and continues 
a s  a track. 40 yards beyond the second gate (about a quarter of a mile fron 
the lane), the entrance is  only a few f e e t  to We eas t  of the track. Homver, 



jt is surrourided by bushes, arid not, a t  a l l  easy to f i n d .  The srnall stones 
one stumbles over i n  the grass of this area. a re  lke gl-avesbnes of victims 
of' the Potato Famines of la@ t century. 

This cave jk completely diffzrent in cha.racter to t h t= ,  others in the area, 
beirig par t ly  a man-made souterrain. 'Ihe entrance is  a hole where p u t  of 
the roof of a passage running just  belov~ gro~vic2 l eve l  has f a l l e n  in. !his 
passage has one sc l id  rock w a l l  on the l., a drystone w a l l  on the r., and a 
roof of large limes-tone s labs only an inch o r  two beneath the turf - i t  has 
~ b ~ ~ - i o u s l y  been an open trench a t  some time, before the slab roof was constructed.. 

Ctmppj-ng jYLto the passage, to .the e a s t  (probably t h e  direction of the 
c~r ig ina l  eutralce) is  choked. by debris. To thc west the slab-rocfec gallery, 
of stooping height;, runs f o r  2 5 ' ,  to where it i s  closed b~i. a drysbrie w a l l .  
Die only route tbxocgh t h i s  i s  a low rectangular opering a t  the base, thmugh 
vrrklich one crawls to sudd.enly emerge into a natural  chamber, rouglily 15' 
square, and sloping down ?KI the r. A shor t  brznkh on the 1. ends in a *oke 
mhere daylight cari be gl.inipsed abcve, Or, the f a r  sid.e of the chamber a. 
t.l.lbular crawl 1.ead.s to a bend r. and. then 1. before the way on becomes too 
low - scraping out; the Yloor rn!ight, a1 l o w  further progress here. 

'Ihe elaborate walleti entrance passage suggests tha t  %.is cave must 
have had important function at; some time. What was i t ?  A quick scout 
around f a i l e d  to reveal any Ogl~m. inscriptions,  or  mck~aeological a r te fac ts ,  
to give a clue to this, only a few bones (presumably animal) on the chamber 
floor,  and one o r  l;wo bats  in residexice. 

Totn.1 length of the caw is '11 G', or. which raiiher niore tbmi half i s  
natural passage. A f l i c k  throu.gh Colernm's 'Caves of I k e k i ~ 5 '  shows that 
quite a large number of s i r r i lar ly  modified caves and f i ssures  exist .  

O.tl~.er Caves in the Kenmare Area. 
Wingfield and Whitehead. suggested t h a t  caves might be fomd wliere 

the Cleady River cuts through the limestone, two and a. half miles -to the 
west of ZCerlmare, just above Cleady Bridge on the main K:i lgarvan road. 
A p i c k  inspection revealed tha t  t h i s  w a s  cer tainly t h e  case. The main 
sys tem foun2 was : - 
C l.ea&y Cave. 

The entrance to  t h i s  can be f0uri.d by t-Acing the s ide  road which m s  
north fro@ the main road jus t  to the west of the bridge. A l i t t l e  over 
300 yerds from the junction i s  a gate on the r., leading into a f i e l d  w i t h  
a pmninent t o w e r h k e  1imeston.e outcrop in it. Skriking tiown to the 1. of 
elis crag to  the r iver  bank, and walki.ng upstrean, the cave entrance is found 
jm a small c l i f f  only a few yards north of the end of the f i e ld .  

'Ihe tubular- entrance (roughly walled urp w1:en f i r s t  found.) , about; 3 ' 
above stream level., appears a t  f i r s t  s ight  to be an o ld  flood sink, however 
scalloping tllroughout the cave shows i t  to have occe f 'unct io~ed as a 
resurgence. The entrance, low a t  f i r s t ,  opexis into an attrac-Live arched 
crawl wit11 a f loo r  of s a d  and shjngle. Two l o w  brarches on the r, can be 
followed for  a few fee t ,  bui: the main way on leads t o  a jw?ctiori. 

On $he r. is a slope up into B a t  Chamber, rea l ly  a 6' diameter 
phreatic tube, ha32 f u l l  of clay, cut t ing across the system a t  a higher 
level  that the other passages. Or .  ollr f i r s t  v i s i t  f i f t een  or. h e n @  ba t s  
were peacefully hanging inverted fYom the roof - or, a second v i s i t  (with 
the intent  of photographing themj they had l e f t ,  leaving a mom& of daxk 
guano a s  e-vidence of their  presence. 

Bat Charcber is c .40' long in all, dwindling -to both north and. south 
into l o w  choked t a e s .  A t  the head of the s lop  above the guano pile, 
against the r. wall, is a ' letterbox'  opening dropping in to  a l i t t l e  complex 
of passages (quite roomy. hands-and-knees, crawls) below, The coritinuation 
of the entrance passage beyond. Bat Chamber, a low crawl, a l so  leads to  th i s  
2oj.nt. 



Ihe main way on from here (two side passages end choked. a f t e r  15' 
or so) is a l o w  arched crawl trending eastwards. The clay f loor  had to be 
dug out i n  tvrro o r  -three places to allomr squeezes under l o w  arches. Bssir ,g 
a low oxbcw oc. the l., the passage enlarges to a junction with a short  
length of passage which evidently ca r r i e s  a small stream in v e t  conditions. 
To the r. is 20' of r o o ~ y  passage to a boulder collapse (on. the surface 
above t h i s  point is a s m a l l  open r i f t ,  too sm11 to  er-ter), to the 1. a 
s i m i l a r  length of low  crawl to a draughting choke. 

!he total length of passage i n  the cave is c e400', all very much of 
a phrcatic nature, bu t  quite m f e r e n t  in character t;o the 1Wisrid caves. 
Dan I e a r y  , who l ives  in the house just  up the f i e l d  f ron: t h e  cave, told 
u s  that in "The Troubles' of t hc  l92O's some local  Lads had. hidden a cache 
of guns and equipment in the cave entrance, including too ls  s tolen from 
the railway, which they l a t e r  used to remove rails fronz the viadcct which 
crossed the r iver  jus t  a-bove the cave (its ruined p iers  reroain) - la. ter 
running a t r a i n  or.to the viaduct, t o  be dcraj-led and f a l l  into the gorge 
below. !here wa:: no sign of arg guns in the cave oa. our exploratior,, bu t  
just  inside the entrance we &d f ind  one very large ard very rusty old. 

Otller Caves on the Cleadv Rjver. 
P 

Four smallcr caves were also found ori t k ~  west bank of thc C3.eaa~ 
River. W c e  of these can be f o w d  by- follomlng the r ive r  bank upstream 
fron! Cleaay Cave f o r  4 2  yards o r  so. B e  entrances follow in quick 
succession, in a cliff which projects out inb the stream - one must wade 
to ge t  rourd it. 
Cave (2) has an entrance 3' high and 2'  wi.&, opening in to  a 4' high r i f t  
-ing pa ra l l e l  vsl.th tht: bark of the r iver .  'k, . b e  1. daylight car, be  
seen through a low section, to  the r, goes to a second entra.nce. OE the r. 
just  before this, half choked r i f t s  connect with cave (3 ) .  Total length of 
cave (2) is  c.40'. 

Cave (3) has an exceptionally met entrance - i n  the mid.& of the rock 
spur, a 3'6" high arch which is virtual-ly submerged.. A duck t h r o w  leads 
one into a r i f t  chamber pa ra l l e l  t;o the stream, with half' choked. rifts 
csrmec t ing 1v-i th  cave (2) . Total length 20 ' . 

Cave (4) is on round the ccrner, has three entrances la a l i t t l e  
com-plex of inclined tuibes. Total lengtd-,, again about 40' . 

'Ihe f i f  fh of the Cleady caves, Cleady (5) is  sj h a t e d . ,  s t i l l  on 
the west bank, about half way between Cleady Catre and the main road bridge. 
A zmall ccrrplex of low passages w i t h  a boulder ru.ckle orxe more t o t a l  
a r c u ~ d  4 C t  in a l l .  

A tr ibutary streau joins the Clesdy Rivcr frc;n the east, . just  upstream 
of the majn bridge. By follo-~.ing t h i s  upstream f o r  2-300 yards, a short  
through cave o r  natural  bridge, 30' .long, is found. 

Caves on L;he Fi?nnihv River. 
Ihe Finnihy River flows th,ough thc centre of Kenmare, and f o r  the 

mile o r  so of i t s  cov.rse between the town and the Kemnare River, has 
limestone f 'airly continuously exposed on both banks. We would not claim 
an exhaustive examination of this section, hilt. two caves were noted: 

k t  Hole. 
!?his was ' discovered' by t h e :  ssimple exyedient of peer in,^ over the 

parapet of the bridge i n  -the centre of Kemae:  A few f e e t  domr!.sl;ream, 
on the south bank, was an outcroy: of Iimestor~e pierced by' a l o w  wide 
o--en.ing, w-i t h  a hous e b u i l t  d.lrec t l y  above. 

Arthur was proap t l y  dispatched over the parzpet w i t h  a carbiae h p .  
Gaining t l ~ e  r ive r ,  bank by sundry acrobatics, he found the cave was not 
qui. t e  as  appetisi-ng a s  i t  appeared a t  f i r s t  si.ght, Sewage f m m  tkie h o u e  
above dripped in to  the odlferous passage, t&icki a f t e r  20' divided into 
small joints which would have required excavatior- - a larger  passage could. 
be glimpsed beyo~d,  A remarkably unperturbed r a t  was found to be obsermng 
the explorer from barely a whisker' s length away, m d  he retreated. 
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'h.e P.innihNR~ ver CSLE. 
mese were found abou-t half a mile &~vnstream from the bridge a t  

Kc.ym;ae ,  or, 'he north bark of the r iver ,  oppos i t c  to  a little below 
a stone circle .  

The caves are  basical-ly a s ingle  strea1-m7ay., r ~ n r ~ i n g  : n G r e  o r  k s s  
pa ra l l e l  to the r iver .  Like the T6 and Discretior, Cave s;ysi;e~.s a t  Tbbbrid, 
they flood. corrple t e l y  a t  high tide.  'he system i s  bes t  described from the 
lower entrance f i r s t ,  

The Lower Elltrance is  quite an impressive arch 1 2 '  m5de and 5' high, 
from which a small s treun emcrges, flowing fros: -be h e e n  m~&axlcs which 
swif t ly  reduce the height of the passage. Crawling in, om f inds oneself 
sinking i n  the deep so f t  mud-and-seaweed. f loor  - the mixture is  somewbsit 
odiferous, and the f a c t  that Kernare's semage is lischarged in to  the r ive r  
only a few hu id red .  yards upstream becomes rather dolainant in one's thougkts. 
W.; thin 30' the cave has reduced to a f l a t  mt grovel iri the f o u l  sW, 
and the going becoxes wetter, u n t i l  the passage turns r. ari6 daylight is 
scen ahead. This is  from a narrow fissure,  just passable, running ou t  to  
a hole between the r i v e r  c L f f  and.  the f l o o d ~ l a i n  ( ~ i c h a r d ' s  &trance). 
Before this is reached, ' h e  stream enters  from a low and disgusting slot 
on the 1. 

The lo-r muddy slot night be passable with determjnaxion, but  there 
is no need for  such ef for t s ,  a s  the Upper E n t r a c e ,  a larger tree-lined 
hole a t  the back of the floodplajn, gives easy access to the s m e  poi.nt. 
! b e  dounstream passage froiz here 5s a t  f i rs t  1 5' wide and 3' high, but  
soon lowers and ns.rmm to the aforesaid s lo t ,  which i s  only a few f e e t  
long. 

U p s t r e a m  from the Upper Entrance, a scrm%ble thrc~ugh boulders leads 
into a wide arched passage, agajn 1 5' wide, w i  t k i  the strc;am against the 
1. wal.1 and mudbanks occu&y.hing the rernaj-nder. Easy but  muddy going f o r  
c .80' leads t;o a complete choke of boulders, evidently a major collapse - 
there seems l i t t l e  prospect of a way on, A rcrsty tin jamned in a roof 
f i ssure  shwly  dripped water, evidence that it w a s  f i l l e d  completely or, 
each high tide. 

The sourace of the 1ii:tle stream is a mystery. It m i g h t  be worth 
scamming the h i i  lsi.de above the f i n a l  choke f o r  entrances there, al-though 
t h e  area is 1vel.1 endowed wit'n the most ferocious of I r i s h  un.&rgrowth, 
The tc1;al length of passage explored j.s 220'. 

! h e  next outcrop of limestone to the ~ o r t h  of Kenmare is  found in 
the Killarney region, where much of the Muckmss Peninsula, between the 
lower two of Killarney's famous three lakes, is formed by it, We only 
had time fo r  one brief v i s i t  to this area, where Coleman refers  to  
"a number of small caves of no great length". 

Cav-es on the North Shore of Muckross Iake. 
Roughly the eastern half of the south s ide of the peninsula is 

formed by limestorle, w i t h  low c l i f f s  and a considerable number of ' W e  
caves' - what appear .to be a lacustrine version of sea caves. 

The Colleen Bawn rock, a t  V 948859, is an i so la ted  'stack' of 
limestone a few yards out from the c l i f f  l ine .  Its base is riddled with 
lopj passages, none more than a few f e e t  long. To the e a s t  of here there 
are numerous caves in the c h f f s ,  which we did not have time t o  look 
a t  properly. One which was perhaps .typicai, irl the f i r s t  headland to 
the eas t  of the rock, had several entrances and 2-300' of passages, none 
very f a r  from daylight. The limes tone is sharp and jagged, with much 



spectacular scalloping and f lut ing.  Perhaps the most interest ing feature 
was an ' inland' entrance, a scramble up an earthy bank leading to the 
surface (in the middle of a holly bush) about 20 yards 'back from the 
edge of the c l i f f s .  

Another cave looked a t ,  a few hundred yards f'urther eastwards again, 
also had a Landward entrar~ce, a scramble down into a ra ther  loose t i l t e d  
chamber, with one e x i t  out onto the lakeshore, and another passage running 
jnland f o r  50' o r  so, ending i n  a chamber housing several bats. 

The passage cross sectlons of these lakeshore caves a re  heavily 
influenced by the steep dip of the limeston.e, bedding planes and r i f t s  
t i l t e d  through 4 5 O  being colluon. This is  in sharp contrast  to tile stream 
caves a t  Tubbria, where although the strata a r e  equally steeply inclined, 
the passage cross sections ra re ly  show it. 

Caves on the Peninsula. 
Eme did not allow anything more than a br ie f  walk through the 

woodland which covers the e a s t  end of the Muckross Penin~ula,  w i t h  a 
quick foray into any caves stumbled across en route. GeomorphologicaUy, 
th i s  par t  of the peninsula. cor.sists of a se r i e s  of l o w  limestone h i l l s ,  
densely wooded, with marshy areas, more open and grassy, in between - 
these appear t o  have been the beds of lakes a t  some time. The f i r s t  t h e e  
of the caves v i s i  tzd! u e  si Luated on the edges of the hil locks,  and are  
probably 'lakeshore caves' similar to those now found along the shore of 
Muckross Iake. The fourth cave, Signpost Cave, is  probably much older, 
formed a t  a time when tlie surzace topography was u t t e r l y  different  to 
w h a t  i t  is now. 

(I ) Prospect Cave. 
!his is a t  approx. V 958861 , and can be found. by walking 45 yards 

south-east from point ' I  5' (indicated by a numbered board) of nature 
t r a i l  which win& its way round the peninsula. A squeeze dom~ in to  a 
small openlng on the edge of a limestone knol l  leads into a roomy crawl, 
and a short  s e r i e s  of joint  passages, ending too low a f t e r  120', bu t  
w i t h  the prospect - hence the name - of more i f  the f loor  a t  the end were 
dug out a l i t t l e . . .  

(2) Straw Cave. 
A t  approx. V 955860, where t h e  mad comes close to  a limestone knoll, 

1 00 yards west of point '1 5' on the nature t r a i l .  A bedding passage 
running p a r a l l e l  to and only a few f e e t  back f r o m  the edge of the kn.013, 
w i t h  tkree entrances. The straw in it seems to have been brought in by 
some animal, probably a badger, which uses the cave as i ts  habitation, 
Total length c .70 ' (not surveyed) . 
(3) Richard's Caves. 

- ,  *Idore b l l + d g i e  caves, 1 5  y a r d s  south of' the road, 70 yards 
west from the s ide path to  the uFpe entrance of Signpost Cave. Several 
entzances and short  lengths of passage. One 35' long through t r ip ,  
another a 20' long chamber containing a pool. (not surveyed). 

(4) S i ~ p o s t  Cave. 
This could not r ea l ly  be claimed as a new exploration - a large 

signpost Labelled 'Cavef points $0 it, and a well  trodden footpath 
goes right through. A d r y  phreatic 'kbe, usually about 6' in diameter, 
goes r ight  through the top of a high limestone knoll, making a through 
t r i p  11 5' long. mere a re  no s ide passages except f o r  a couple of 
excessively t igh t  f issures  . 





In the irnrnedi-ate v ic in i ty  of Signpost Cave a re  several other small dry 
caves, probably similarly ancient. Time did not permit a thorough exploration 
or survey of these - these caves too house bats! 

Caves on tne IJorth Siae of Ross Island. - 
Ross ' Islandt , label led as  such on the 0 .S. 1 " :I mile map, is not r e a l l y  

an island, but a pe&insula, jut t ing out from the eas t  side of IOU.& Leane, 
the largest  and lowest of the three Killarney lakes. 

On th. narrow neck of land connecting the ' i s landt  t o  the m a i n  lakeshore 
is  the impressive ruin of Ross Castle, currently under repair,  from which 
rowing boats can be hired to  v i s i t  the various islands in the lake. On what 
was o f f i c i a l ly  a "day off l1 from caving, Pete and Elaine Ryder, Rosemary Cork 
and Richard Gibson hired a t o a t  ~kom here to vis  i t the lnonas t i c  ruins on 
Innisdallen Island. En route to  Inrusfallen, limestone c l i f f s  and cave entrances 
were noticed on the north s ide of Ross Island itself ' ,  and v i s i t e d  on the way 
back. 

'Ihe shirel ine here is ;:bite idyl l ic ,  limestone outcrops fan tas t ica l ly  
sculptured by solutional act ion jut lhg out  from the woodland into the shallows 
of the Lake. We boated in a s  close as we dare, and l e t  Richard. disembark in to  
a couple of f e e t  of water, t o  wade thrcugh the water-lilies to inspect the 
various cave entrances vis ible .  None of the caves seems of any great  extent. 
Ttle most noteworthy was a hole was 3'' Cave, w i t h  a superb entrance which i s  
syirietrically divided irlto three by t w o  pointed fangs of rock . Inside is 40' 
of small passage with another entrance round the corner. Nearby is another 
l i t t l e  cave 30' long. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTTON : 

The Moldywarp crossword i s  on page 48, read the  solution after you've 
t r ied  it! 

*wrs .Lz 
'?80TJ .'n 
. ~ T T ~ V  *cz 
'rlsou3 'It 
*dmn s '02 

* ~ U T S T H  -61 
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'T J8d  '21 
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.&u -8 
.?aaTaH 'L 

'aT??3@J, ' 5  
'YaJL '9 

'aATJJV 'I: 
*Trasqv *z 

*agasssd urraaJ?g 1 
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C ~ l l  you irna.p;ine I iow liicli::trd I; ib::oil ::,;lfi I .i.'elt ~4c.i 

we crouched i n  : - ! i r b e l l  i n  w h a t  iva:: t ~ r ,  be r~c~.i~led. 'I?ea,thtrap 
Cave1 ( s e e  p. 3..1 ) 2s we rea l i r - ed  t h a t  t he  irlcorniiii~; ticie froin 
t h e  A"it.vitic Gce:w would soor1 tcrn~in~, l l ;e  our. t . i f e  or1 pl:;.:~e-t: 
xa.rth! J u s t  shout the oal-y t;h.ing l e f t  t o  do ;;{as t:&e s l a s t  
b r e ~ t h  - fightin!; o f f  tfie liorr-ible prospect; oi' ::s.lt vrn.ter 
burni~1.c~ C?Q 7::rl i13 to  -t lie 1 ~ 1  1~;s - :!LL~~. ;)I-~:I<;; .! .rs2 .t-tJ!::lr(.i i n t o  tile 
bla.ck vir-tter. 

As i t  hr - tppe~~c i i ,  t!i:mk God, n few viol-en-{ :?xrseF: f 'o r~\1~.y~l  
brou;j;ht us i~ it;o u.:..n b le  ::: i r s p s c e  -1n3 tlie s lo r iou : !  li3'h-t of 
day. 

r -i Lhe ~ , 2 m : . .  of v~i::doii~ v~hi.cli i r~evi tn ' t ! ly  fc;\lLor! ::ucl..! e 
o i .  1 '  :.re ;'!ig. rue nreserited, t o  avoid tile r e i ~ e t i t i o n  of 
such 311 i i ~ . c i d e n t ,  za.' t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  m e  a:? ~ l i c a b l c  t o  
nonn.q.1 caving. The or:,:iuli:: a t t ion  o f '  t a c t i c s  f oLlows P widely 
acclsimed pol icy Lor t h e  coi l t ro l  o f  inl3.usi;r i_r_...i_ LLQ j.c.cr?; 2 

Pi.:7_1Ci i n  which I h ~ p p e n  t o  f i n d  my employment. iJOlq.t fo l lows 
is  an e l s i , o r a t i o n   bout t h e  concepts  prese~l-i;:?;? j. i -i;:-.le 
accompanying disgr ,m.  

The a:;socistionr; conjur.ed. u p  by n:rllnes such a,s 1 Pe:3k 
Cavernv,  l ~ t ~ o s : - : d ~ ! . l e l ,  ' L ~ a g s t r o t h '  2nd 'Dowber G i l l  Paeew,e' 
bear witness  t o  t h e  need f o r  c2.,re:Ci.i1- c t~ ;ns ic?er~ . t io~i  of 
hazards. The f o l l y  of  rn~-lring assui~lptions as tto what might be 
encounterer3 i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  rel$.v:clt t o  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of 
'new1 caves such as Deatht rap  Fjole. But do w e  eve r  l e a r n ?  
The ve ry  f i r s t  common sense  :)rcct:~~-~Lio.- t o  be taken  is  t o  f o r r ~  
an a.esessn~ent of  even t h e  n o s t  ~ u l l i k e l y  h x z ~ . r d s  ( such  as t h e  
t i d e  coming in in..: id.e :-I. c:.I:v~? :?! i . : : : .  you d i d  n o t  eve12 reC$l.ise 
was t i d a l ? )  T k i i ~ ,  s t ~ q e  should  involve  t h e  reading  of acc iden t  
r e p o r t s ,  guidebooks, cuiikact with l o c a l  ~ p e l e o l o g i s t a  and 
persona l  f a m i l i ~ r i s f i t  ion  viith the  p;',ology 311d topography of 
t h e  area.  It w i l l  r:3rsl.;r !)I: ..i.ll.(t c a se  +Eat; '13 h:?:<.ards are 
ii?entifi.:?.:I-e - even R Grade 1 cave might, conceal  dangers f o r  
the ~mwa.ry. 

Thi:; e x e r c i s e  should lead t o  n l i s t  of  poss ib le  d.,zrlgers. 
The l i k e l i h o o d  o f  3 s e r i o u s  i n c i c e n t  i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  by t h e  
breaking of  new ::round. ShoulS. :ye l e m e  it  f o r  the  next  
generation'? The dec i s ion  t o  proceed (wi th  cau t ion)  opens up 
two p o 3 s i b i l i t i e s :  n~ake t h i s  your  l t -~ . s t  cave, 2nd go i n t o  e s r l y  
r e t i r ement  ( w r i t i  rig c a v i n ~ ;  books, tun l i r  I < ;  Lrour : . . ttentions t o  
h a g  p;lidilig o r  shb3r!c d e n t i s t r y )  o r  cccept ing  t h a  chal lenge  of 
reducing the  hazard but  r e t a i n i n g t h e  spo:ra-t.ir~j.; c?ler~iont. It w i l l  

- - - - 
n o t  xlwnys be f e a s i b l ~ 2  t o  reduce the most; seT,rr2rr. h:!zards 
without dxn~~+?ing the ccIve envir9ilmen-t. C?.ve conservat ior~ .  inust 
no t  be neglected. ,  should be c;iven t,op p r i o r i t y  and is: of 12xtrene 
irnp~rt: :~.~lce ( Ed. ) 

I d e a l l y ,  t he  zctu3.l  hazs . rd~:  ?.hem:;elve:- czn be modifiec?. . ,> 
(2. l o o s e  bl-oclc can b e  aroppec? i n  ~ l ~ ~ . c e )  bu t  LA. tlji:: i s  no t  
poss ib le  t h e  expoFure t ime t o  cJ:u~ger cu i l  be miniini::ed (you  
don' t e:!.i your lunch unc7.er the  b l o  clc) . 

Turnin$;; l;)*-ttent ion t o  tli e n,ctu:-11 ;tg{:ni_.r; of h:>rm o f f e r s  
four  p r i n c i p a  ziserts o f  c o c t r o l .  By f a r  t h e  moat import:mt 
c-oncerns t h e  r educ t ion  of haza.rd a t  source.  -4 f reehanging 





TJ:~  Siiall Saves i n  Wi?nsk&a-. - ---------.-- 
'Ihsupton Gill Cave 

A t  the t ~ p  of IIlilrq~tor. G-il.1, & 0 7 7 3  V39t B w t ~ > n  t i  3ir;hopdale, a 
ca-J? a . t  NSR SE 051 t?55 was foilnd -d112~;t or :I surface walk on 24-8-77. 

O n  t ' f i r :  next d2.y tile cave -uas exaffiinct3, It lie:; a- t  th-. lload of' a 
sm3ll dry v a l h y  2n the limes-',:me, adjst.l:~iL k a I SY m~te r fa l ' l ,  

Tie 4" i27.gt4 1 8'' ~1!?.(3c e:11t:r~~ncc .'LJ a. s;~-ay--laShf?iI c r ~ ~ i r l  (Ii r,+m a grc-,r,: 2 
slope into s 15' wide b l~ r :k fa l l  chznber. StrSalght xlleac.1 is  10' of pass..zgt: 
tc a step wp of I ' 21xl a muddy grove?. ta a choke. 

Li the chauiher-, on the 1, the atrca:,! r,m.:; Ic?cL3w 1:3.rge m l L ~ p s e d  
roof slzlss, aii? a. (-:raw1 bcturqen t:tlcse 112nl'lr; iato a slmrt pa,ssage e,nding 
.in a choke ber~eath the outs-ide wateflall, E:?z!c i-n b e  clmill-jer, a .1  open 
passase in so l id  r ~ &  cx? ? I ;  .- esn, a s n ~ . l l  s.trr:cun, by pee_rk.ig 
5f:t-t~ecii thr.ee b ig  slabs . An I L ~ . X S U C C I ~ S ~ S \ J ~  mid .ve rj u.nileal.t?1y sque ez:? 
wds a t t ~ n p t e d  here. 

Digg-Lrlg i.s not a viabl.: prcrposzi'cion b e e a ; ~ e  the cave is f omed in 
the thinly bedded Mid& Li.~l~.stone, t below the shaL? 3o~md3i-j.", 2nd i:: 
very loose I ; ~ ~ L Y L L ~ ~ ~ o . u ~  its u~in i smle  25' letigfA, 

Pikz Slack S i i .  
Sl~dc~ ' . i?c~l_ ' s  on Pi&e Slack,, 'K:.:lslay&le (TJGF Sd 873932) ?kxve been poked 

a t  by JD over 1978-9, and a f t l v  sinall frolc:; noted. 
A passage dug i n  t i le strbcam 5ed of t h e  1,xrgen.t sink ( i%kst S ~ S C )  was 

forced t. a 5' d r ~ p  clown loose boulders -:0 an jupassabl(:-: r i f t  ~ c i ? !  6lc 
:;t;;~am,. A cons.tr.ict i.on t h ~ i l g h  which 0x3: see th i s  strzm pas:;age m . a s  
found in tile East S:'L&, 

In A~gus-'; 1 979 this " iipassabL:" rift vrxi fo:nczd by 33 .  EnterL~g 
h ~ a d  f i r s t  proverl =:xtrenely buCzzardo~, a3 it was nearly il.il903sibla .to 
.=..xit. So onse ; L c ~ ~ v n  th*:; ,?ntra.nce drop f e e t  f i r e  t,, heLn,:-.t m.ci ce l l .  3fi and 
1yzLni; in t h e  stream, the rift was pushed f o r  12'  la .WI ob~5o;l:; 90" bend 
taking the strearc torv31.6~ a 30P choked . h i ' - t  in I h e  East Sinic (elis -fins 
foqmd by dropping a p h b  lint: d m  between boul3~,er o'il t h~?  main east-west 
joint) .  S-h.a.igh-t; on, daylight could hs? seen t.tn-02gh th: f i s su re  the 
East Sink. Coming o u t  of the hole proved even more fun - it, is  quite exsy 
if you ha"iB,3 knce:; +that can be di slocat-d a t  : w i l l !  

Outsi4e, a cmbvbar vms di~pped down a hole - the h0.h ~ m s  enhged, 
artd. found to drop i n . b  a small pascsge i n  loose bo111de:s. It beca:ae obvious 
elat these deepish rocky shakes l lavc  deep slxtf-ts bb,&-,?d - w i t h  ,ru'iYule, and 
tb.t; the strcans s inking cascade clam to resilrge m i l e  away and 1 20Y l o w e r  ? 
&!vn the moor. O n  this trij? a rock l ~ a p t  out  a t  JD, =d, a f t e r  co-,rsr.L-~g 
the main sink oTrf.-:r, he head.ed f o r  t h e  car, bleeding profb~ely .  

Interest  11.a.s wmed. once more, but  t h e  s inks w e  vesy hpress ive ,  
and t h e  i . '~~pression is  that there shollld be sc~neth:n,g .t;hi:re - yet  t!?c 
icrul-mn passazes seem very immature. 

MSC; S~lrveys - the t ru th  a t  &st: - --- 
MSG surveys are carried auk with u3.ttr;a-k.: care ax3 prccisi3r; 1!y a 

dr-:dj.sated ?;and of's~lrveyors,  A;; d;.tro tees of -the N o r t l x ~ i  C a l e s  w < l l  k-io~v, 
Ci.2 caves 21'e o~:casioml.lj 1,::s:: tlmn id>al ,  It is dif1':i cult  to rtxd the 
C C I ~ ~ I ~ S S  when -';he watlr reachc.5 govr cyz12r.o~~~; it; i s  di:ffric~i.ll; t~ aq:itt7- anrl 
dt~...v~ mJess your p c l x i l  znd no tqad  zrc3 shiverS:qg in pha#sc with each other; 
it is  d.Lfficuit t:; see the  r ~ i : t  s-L:%%i~ri when survey!.np, roiu12. s e v e r a l  corners 
i n  one leg.... 

Under coniti t i o m  such as these, i .t .i ;j possibl? i'u-1; El(: f o l l c ~ ~ ~ g  



Items 0," wnvemation r .3putedl~~ overkiea13 011 sui-~r?ying ~ T ! L ~ R  ~ 1 ~ 1 ~  311 

fact  mjshea--d - but th i s  i s  what it souded  l ike  o..m.. . ., 

(1') "Survey diagonally across the passage - it' ll make the cave Longer". 

4\ 

( 2 )  " I ' m  not s t a ~ p i n g  here - assume its the same bearing as We last leg". 

(3) "it'll take barn .  l ages to survey t h i s  - jus t  sketch it in" 



(4) "Ccrne back and show me where the  sum-e y s ta t ion  is" It-! (= no)" 

(5) "Hooray, we've finished! No need to go any 
fur ther ,  I can see i.t end.ing in a blank 
wall  ten f e e t  d:'eadl' . i' 

( 6 )  " This is obvious1-j~ ;r l i t t l e  oxbow, not worth 
sm-veying - 1'11 sketch it il". 

Graham St-ve:m 
(+ ~ b 2 )  



What is OJeospeloLgy? New Readers start hese.. 

A quiet  Augi~st evenj ng iri 1 978 j-n the s ~ b w b s  of Rothed~aa. B e  
sa.t'.!sficd masses have s e t t l e d  into a m~n-iad arrichairs, heavy with the i r  
teas, and s~mj.tched on co~rnt l - ss  televisions.  Some perha;?s iiQy watch 
pr&-gackaged d~cumentaries on brave souls mrho trek the Himshyas, clinb 
tile Poles and shoot t h o  Ec,uatorial Rain Forests. Do one o r  two stir from 
& ~ i r  roverj-e a t  the sound of a s l ight  tJ .a~~ping? ? t  a lnost  sorn& as if it 
comes from B e l o w ,  beneath the i r  wall-to..waU carpets.. . ... f o r  fo r ty  f e e t  belov, below thc ca .qc t s ,  bebvr the drains, dele? 
b e b v  even the foundations, in the so3.i.d rock j-tself ,  half  a dozen beaddied  
sveating boi lersui ted fanati-cs are kdcing turns to m i t h e  Tnt3 a t2ny etibe- 
l ike gallcry i n  thc limestone, barely a f o o t  high l i t t l e  wider, ta 
sttack the mzk m11s vri th hmirner and chisel .  

Jus t  beyond, just  out of the i r  reach, just half an l.Lo1lr o f b m e r i n g  
and squeezing a-~ay, they gli..npse cool darkness. h r h e s s  *ere the t iny  
claustmpho5ic drainp5-pe tha t  they f i g h t  savagely to enlarge bRdcs out 
inta a cavemi o r  chmber - e cavern o r  ch.anber that human eyes have never 
seen, where no foot  has evm tmdden. Pe.&-aps a dead end - o r  perhaps t h s  
beginning of a ser ies  of ~ ~ a u l t s  and ga l le r ies  winding o n m d s ,  da.2 into 

heart  of the 1imeston.e hi33i.. 

This is w h t  t h i s  journal i s  about, the fo re fmnt  of an exploration 
inliich does m t  need massive eqedi t ions ,  govern-t sponsorship, teams 
of huskies, packs of sherpas o r  P r i ~ c c  ITr2ili.p as pat-mn. You can reacl 
a l l  about the scq l~e l  to  the above d r a ~ a  011 page 23 - and a b ~ t  similar 
epics on most of the  othcr pages as w e l l .  And i f '  p,mchair caving tslces 
your fancy (the beginn-kgs of an infect ion f o r  the r e a l  thing?) this is 
t41e place to start. 

Before you can commence your vicarious savouring of being the f i r s t  
once through the squeeze into the unknown9 an introduction to the 
v~cabulary of  %he subject may be u~eful.. , 
An Aven i s  a h o l ~  going upwards in the roof of a passagz, tlie s o r t  of thing 
one stands and s ta res  up, as  opposed a pothole or  s h d t ,  which one stands 
and s ta res  dam-. 

A B3ddj.n~ Phi% is not Britis?,l Airnays version of a railway sleeping car, 
but  a cave passage emd9d on a bedding in the li.uesbne, usually low and 
wide, more o f  ten traversed on one's stomach -1 upright, 

A I& is where  those driven bjr a desire to  e q l o r e  new passages have ta 
ph;~s ica l ly  enlarge the passage - ei-ther by attacking the rock w d l s  or 
removing clay and sand from the f h o s  - i n  order t o  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  urges. 

A i.s norma.lly not fool ish enough to  venture un&rground. However, in 
a cave it is  a section of passage so low and wet that explorem have -to 
h e r s ?  p a r t  of their heads in the water -t;o g e t  h u g 3 .  'This can vary 
f.mm 8. mere skimming of the ea r  on the srrface, to f loa tw  on one's back 
v i r tua l ly  totally immersed, nose thru.st into EL t iny  groove in the  roof and 
Lilated n o s t r i l s  straining f o r  half' an inch of a i r ,  

Fborescein is a bright orange pmdcr. The addition of an ounce o r  twr> of 
this to a strearn w i l l  tu rn  incredible vohimes of water a b r i l l i a n t  grass 
green. Cavers us5 it to t race  the c a n s  5s of streans - i.e, t o  f ind  out 
where the s t r e m  you meet in a cave appears on tkbe surfacee The intemi 
of t h e  m h u r  can lead to problems (although the dye is hamless  to l i f e  7 - cows i n  Dentdale have alleged.* drowned trying to walk 03 the River Dee 
a f t e r  i t  had been fluoresceined, %hink.'ing tihat they had t h e i r  native 
herbage underhoof. 



A Pot; - o r  Pathole is a cavz tha t  ha,npens to be predoinhaxtly ver t ical ,  
and usualPy r e q ~ i r e s  a ro2e o r  ladiier f o r  its descent. The ac tua l  
pastime of going uldergraald can be r ~ f e r r c d  to  in three ways, 

".Poikolingl' t;o shock o r  i~npresu your l is teners .  A~"L emotive word, 
p o d  to  use on maiden aunts a t  the teatable. 

"Caving" is milder, s o w d ~  lees  risky. To pers.ade loved ones 
worried about your safe ty  to allow you to go, 

'lSpeleoloall to somd scien-bifi:: and worthwhile. Good to use when 
f i l l i n g  in your in te res ts  on insurance f'orms - they may not 
understand it. 

A Pitch is  a v e r t i c a l  descent within a. caTre, ,usuall,y requ-iring some 
tackle. In some systeins individual pitches may be termed 'pots ' , 
i.e. Avhlanche Pat in Gaping G i l l .  

-turns A Risinq is where a stream which has been flawing undergrcund r, 
to daylight as a s2ring. 'Ihe Term 'Resurgence 'meam much the same, but  
is usually usgd i n  re la t ion  to a s treali? whtch flows t h r o ~ ~ g h  known caves 
on its underground course. 

A Ruckh o r  Boulder Ruckle is h e r e  a cave passage ends in a choke of 
bin tumbled rocks, which f rna t i c s  may try and squeeze round and b u g h  - 
(imagine a f l y  crawling round i n  a &a1 scu t t l e  i) Not nice places. 

A Sink is where a strean; goes underground i n  limestone coluntrjr. I l ~ e  tern 
can a lso  Be used -ide a cave system, &ere a stream leaves negotia3k 
passsgcs to  vanish, f o r  instance, &PIE an impenetrable slot. 

A Shaki.:hole i.s a grassy, roughly conical depression, on limestone. 
Mmy pockole and cave entrances are found a t  "the bottom of shakeholes 
(often abbrev . to ' shakes ' ) . These dcpress ions, which may o r  may not 
have caves, o r  streams s irking -in +hem, have different  nmcs i n  different  
par ts  of the country, 'slockesst in  Eastern Mendi-p, 'swallets'  in several 
areas, 'dumblest i n  par t s  of Derbyshire, ' coves ' in the Kirkby Stephen 
area, 'smi.lly holes' in C~~~nberland, and so on, 

A Squeeze is  f a i r l y  obvious - an e s p e c k l l y  constricted piece of cave 
passage, which perhaps only smaller cavers w i l l  be able to get through. 
A del ightful  var iety of these abound in  Northern &les Caves. 

.A Sump is *ere a cave stream f l o w  into a sect ion where roof meets water, 
the passage beaming totally submerged. If the s ~ a p  i s  only a f e w  f e e t  
long, i t  may be possible to  hold one's breath and dive through (a 'f'ree 
dive'). Undemter  exploration is usually the perogative of the cave 
diver however, equipped w i t h  ma&, tanks, valves, f l ippers  and a l l  so r t s  
of specialised hardwme. Not the sa fes t  of pastimes. 

A Survey is an accurate rnessured map of a save system, Surveying is usually 
carried out w i  th compass, f Ybmn tape, cl-hometer , waterproof nokparl, 
determination, patience and d i f f  icul-ty. Ah, bu t  the joy of s i t t i n g  down 
a f t e r  a l l  your muddy f lomrkring and scribbling, and seeing what the cave 
rea l ly  loo~s l i k e  s e t  dDwn on paper f o r  +;he f i r s t  time! Seeing just where 
that  passage ends, and how near the f i n a l  sump is to the resurgence oil 

surface.. . . to  some demented souls it might make it almost wor thhi le .  

A 'Ihrutch is  a. squeeze, to thmtch is  t o  squeeze, it 's a more evocative 
word., isnl t i t ?  Not in the dictionaries,  perhaps derived fron ' thrust' 
and 'clutch' . Think of others, grunge, squovel, e t c ,  

A Traverse i s  where one goes along a passage v ia  the walls and not fh.e 
f loor  - perhaps it is  a r i f t  whlch narmws bwnwards so as to be too 
lmrrovi a t  f l o o r  level. %raverses vary between one f ingenlai l  on one 
wall  and one boot on the other f i v e  f e e t  amy, with a ro,zring stream 
seventy f e e t  below, to a. sideways tkm~tch along a r i f t  w i t h  a slot below, 
jus t  w i& enrngh to keep slipping down into and wedging, 



A 'Through Trip' is s cave with an entrance at, each eild - you can go 
down one and come out of the other. Iu a few cases you i3iPJt be lucky 
3nozg.h to be able to  follow a stream. f m x  where it flows underground a t  
its sink, r igh t  tlro.u&r tc:, the resurgmce. More l ike ly  y ~ u r  m y  w i l l  
be obstructed by ruckles, smps etc.  

A couple of terrns pseudo-scientific cavers like to use r eb i t e  to 
th? way in which the cave was formed: 
'Tkreatic' passages were dissolved out of t h e  limestone by slow moving 
$roundmter bsneath the water table.  They are  of ten hbe-like,  ad form 
compljcated mazes. 
'Vadose' re fers  to  passages cu t  by fast f lolnring streams w i t h  an air 
sl&ace above, i.e. the tuvpe of erosion going on in most stream caves 
today. 'Ihe common passags type where a c i rcu lar  tube has a seep narrow 
tlrench below l t  usually r e su l t s  from an  old phreatic passage being 
subjected to  vadose action. 

Once yo.u have absorbed this glossary, are   yo^ ready f o r  the 
next step? . . 
O n  fro2 Armchair C a v i n q  - The Furiniture Caw! 

Many of the dehghts  and. problems of carhp,  can, t o  some extat, 
be recreated in your own b.v ing rooa, by the construction of what may 
be termed ' The Furni-kL-e Cave'. Utilisirlg simple items of furni ture ,  
and hou~ehold goods, you can construct a cave (of sor t s )  l;o crawl and 
climb through. Why not try? 

CHAIRS a r e  perhass the most useful  item. A row of -them placed, 
side by side can give you a BEDDING P>LAlm CRAWL, with the odd fJE2UTCE.I 
under E. lov armchair* A gmd. cavm can nianage 7",  can you? Heavy 
furni ture  items such a s  WARIXOBES and PIANOS, stood a f mr inches apart ,  
can give you a 'IRAVEFSE. Gaps between furl'l.it.lrre can be provided with 
R X K B  of car33oard boxes. Moving upstajss, how about DUC:KS o r  even 
a short  SUE' under the soap-rack in the BkE5 - the beginnings of a task 
f o r  wet ~ V S S .  YOU can bring w e t  caving &wnskirs t;o the l iv ing  mom b, 
with a few  pa,m and buckets of water, o r  c~rm mud if ynu a r e  keen, 
Have your fr iends pour them over you as p u  crawl under the chairs /bedding 
p h e ,  to simulate a sudden flash f bod. 

PI  l tXiE3 and KlIt-IOD,S r ~ q x i r e  a 1l'i.ttle more thought. 'E your house 
has a good s t a i r  well, ~ T C U  can hang a ladder &wn -that - o r  b e t t s r  still, 
out of an a t t i c  w i n d w .  One recent indoor meet of MSG in a SheffieLd 
house saw a f ine  30' pi tch  rigged o u t  of a second f 1 ~ o . r  win.&w, down 
the  side of the house, and s t r a igh t  down thc coal  chute - a good -t;hnzt& - 
i n to  the ce l la r .  By go-ing outdoors w i t h  your s i m ~ ~ l a t e d  caving you EBJ 

inoculate the naighbours with a desire to  follow suit too. 
Of course, simulated caving indoors must b e  car r ied  on w i t h  the 

l ights  turned out, and outdoors in the dark. Use hand torches o r  bicycle 
i f  you do n i t  have proper caver ' s lamps available. 

And, cjnce you've tried a l l  this, 
it' s only u short step to the r e a l  
thing...... & 



D ~ I E  &U,w~-y Cave was firs t v! 3 i-ted by iCej.-t;h and h v e  Errin,@on 
in Ju ly  377,  whi l.? t pottering a.rou2ld var?. 011s holes in Lhe aycmies 
of Stanhope D:nc:. 

The cam consisted of a sj11gl9 na-rmw passzge ap?r.o:.:,:, 20' bng ,  
en3Lr~g i n  a u d 1  of clay v ~ -  th a rakbri t 11012 running into it. It is 
tl~ought +KI be a remnant of the now ext inc t  Hes the~~b; .m.  C a - e  (a f a i r l y  
extensive (3sy cave - 500' o r  so of pa-sages - rh i rh  y'iela-ed a r i ch  
k n ~ ~ s t  of arc:i.laeological f mds 'in t h e  1 9 th century, before beix qmrr ied  
away - Ed. note). 

Although no-one will o~m q t o  mslc-ing the d~c:i.s-ion, It v~=~s somehonr 
decided that  we slmuld d.?.g a short; mgr i.nto th~ clay, ox. t l w  poss i3 i l i ty  
h t  it was just  a short  phlg, with open passn.gc:s beyond. k id  ,so, digging 
cominenr,ed., 

Every Tkimsday night f o r  over a. year, the dig ~m.s visi-ted and 
ext-aded. Vo3.mtcers w2rc.1 found to he1;7, and evmt~mlly,  ~ C t e r  80' of 
clav, sand an.d gravel tile Breakthrough w a s  made - into 15' 02 open cave 
passage, which ended in  x cl3y choke, Being uvtble a t  this sts.ge to give 
up diggi-qy vn.thout medical treatment, it was decided $2 Solh~cu' a side 
passage whtck~, altho.& choked, had 3bvicusly taken a fhw of wa.ter h 1  

a 2" djamete.i.- h ~ l ? .  
Digging is periodical-ly car r ied  out i.n this pa:-sage wh.en.nvc-r the 

crving,  occurs, although a l l  concerned are  r o w  reqo:nding to treatraent, 
Since the s1mreg was m.ade the dig Ifis continued, and another 

junction kms been reached. No decision has been ma.& yet  a s  t o  which 
dj  rection +a follow. 

f i r i n g  the pas t  twu years a number of points hmre arisen which may 
bt. useful to anyone mad enough to t ~ c k L ?  some similar project in the 
future : 

(.I ) Although a t  the begimi-ng one o r  trm people may be s ~ ~ T i c i e x t ,  
or,co any corners are  reached, o r   an^ p e a t  length achieved, the  nwnber 
of persons 5mmlved has to hnrease - <nit volunteers fo r  this so& of' 
project aye very hard to find. 

(2) Thc si z;. arid sh3.;~ of any tub used f o r  hauling m.1.5 t Be given 
seri.ous thou$%, as the f'uhrre siz.. anil ~ h i q e  of the passage i s  not 
always f a t a l l y  predictable - although e s t i m t e s  cam be made as to 
xhethcr thc passage will incrsase o r  decrease i n  sizc. 

( 3 )  IialiLSxg ropes nust be non-stmtch. m ~ r e  aren't m - q T  thixs as 
annoying as having to h-11 in 10' of s t re tch  in a mTe before the full 
t1.11 a t  the othqr end even begins to move. 

(4) Ventilation to the fa;7r3 of the dig became a problem &te:r about 40' . 
Eis  not o n Q  caused breathing problems, but "he bcreased  resixintion 
anrl wo.& canted a severe heat prgblem f o r  the person d.iggi;ig. We faund 
tbt in winter the person 03.gging f e l t  a s  ir he wexe nelting, whils t  
a le  per,son hauling a t  the entrance f r o z e  to  death, !Illis,. k1 conjunction 
w i t h  the ~ ~ m ' o l e ~  of mechanical vent i la t ion and pumprUq air to  the face 
of the dig, k d  us to the solution of vent-ileti-on by general a i r  
movement ,:, 

W e  folund tha t  hauling the ttb back and fo r th  caused a certa-in 
anount of a i r  movement wi-tbin the passage. !Jhi.s, accoxipnied b y  a 
r a t a  system of working, whereby every half  hour (which was  about the 



DENE QUARRY CAVE, S t s n h o p e  

N . 6 . R  NY 988411 41t. 900' 
Length 120', Survey BCRA tr.2/3 2.6.79 

Sutveyed K .09  b. A .  Errington. 

marianzm geriod a person c ~ i i l d  ~vo.& a t  the face) person digging moved 
Back to the entranP=, and evexyone in t h e  cave moved ug olne place, proved 
suf f ic j  ently successful - and t o  date no-one has colL3.psed fro& exhaustion 
and no-one k19.s suffered f ma f ros tSi tc .  

kmther problem associaJ;cd with vent i la t ion of such a small cave was 
overcome by a mtual ageerrrent banning certain foodsfxdnfs whip5 could be 
eatem with:ix the 24 hours p r io r  t o  the dig. 

(5) Fomigation of the m e  had to be carried out  on two o c c a . s i o ~ ,  the 
f i r s t  due to an infestatj.on of f l eas  f r o n  a recently dz2d mbbi t ,  and 
the second dxe a rapid increasr? in the n~bers of mosquitos and 
midges in the cave miking work impossible. Fumigation vrds successf%dly 
carnie d out us ing Game-lrane fumigation car?riage s . 

Permission f o r  the dig vvas given by SAMlK, and myolle wishing to 
v i q i t  the cave should contsct t he  foreman of Stanhopebum Mine. 

K 3 . E r r i n g b n .  



THE BlOLDY'rY.4RY CROSSNOW 

ACROSS 

1. Late c a t s  sit  up i n  t h e  roof 
dr ipping.  (1 1 )  

6. A cave r  i n  t h e  t h i c k  of i t  must be! 
(41 

9. .A s t ream reappears . ( l0)  

10. For  s ecu re  f i x i n g  m u s t  y a l e  be 
turned. (5) 

1 1. Creature of l o r e  g ives  t h e  f l e a  
a lpha  minus, (3)  

13. Forget snakes,  descend t h i s  way.(7) 

17, Nave making space  overhead. ( 4 )  

! 9. Southern wallet t a k e s  ' i n  water. ( 7 )  

20- Sena is, and some s a y  cavers  must 
be. (6) 

24 8 26 360 f e e t  of t h r i l l s  and a 
long haul  back, every  year. (6,4,5,4) 

25. No compass? fo i low t h i s !  (4) 

23 .  .knphibious a v i a t o r s  make f o r  ve ry  
w e t  passages.(5) 

Switch on your  b ra in ,  o r  borrow 
someone e l s e ' s ,  and t r y  t h e  XoLdy 
cross-warp puzzle.  Answers are on 
page 37 - but you won't need these 
- wili you? 

DOWN 

1. Wet c o r r i d o r ,  i f  activc,(o,7;: 

2. BcsFl goes East d o ~ m  t h e  rape. (5) 

3.  A r i v e r  w i l l  t u r n  up i n  t h e  end. ( 6 )  

4. Journey t o  t h e  s t a r s ,  o r  j u s t  s h ike  
t o  t h e  caves.(4)  

5. A k i n d  o f  s ensa t ion ,  l i k e  liquid 
mud: ( 7 )  

7, P r o ~ e c t s  t h e  b ra in  from 1 across. ( 6 )  

8, An equine  r e fusa l .  (3)  I 

10. Don't b r ea the  t h i s  a i r ! ( j )  ! 

:2. If a i l i n g ,  your ce l l  might,(4) I 

14. The formic f e l l o w  who bu i ld s  h i s  
own cave s y s t e a . ( ~ )  

15. &atward f o r  a caver ,  worse f o r  a 
lemon! f 7) 

16. Sounds l i k e  t h e  cow must duck here. 
( 3) 

19. coming up f o r  a i r ,  o r  water,(6) 

20. iVorse than  2 8  ac ros s  t h e  u l t ima te  
i n  wet caves. (4 )  

22. Hangs up when you g r i t  your  teeth(5) 

23. A 1 leg-up makes f o r  nimbleness. ( 5 )  

24. Rise  t o  t h e  su r f ace ,  oppos i t e  27.(5) 1 

27. The s tar t  of  a cave - here i n  1 

t h e  kitchen! (4 )  
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