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The f i r s t  Moldywarp jou rna l  appeared i n  December 1967, f o u r t e e n  months 
a f t e r  t h e  incep t ion  of t h e  Group; we d i d  about  50 c o p i e s  and it had a  b lue  
c a r d  cover  wi th  a  drawing of a  caving  l adde r  on it: t h e  g e s t e t n e r  i n k  r an ,  
smudged o r  faded out  on most pages.  I d o n ' t  know i f  any c o p i e s  su rv ive ,  I 
haven' t go t  one. Nine more fol lowed - December 68, J an  70, May 71, June 72, 
Eas t e r  73, Dec 74, Aug 76 (Iio.8, t h e  f a t  one) ,  e a r l y  78 and l a t e  79. The 
e d i t o r  has  promised No. 11 on s e v e r a l  occas ions  s i n c e  then  bu t .  . . . Warping 
has not  ceased  but  it has  become a more spo rad ic  a c t i v i t y ;  people have 
moved o r  t u rned  t o  p o l i s h i n g  cars and c l i p p i n g  p r i v e t  hedges, w e t s u i t s  
have grown mouldy on garage  s h e l v e s  and untended c e l l s  have r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  
charge.  Despi te  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  Group still e x i s t s  and members still 
occas iona l ly  wander l i t t l e -known l imestone outcrops  i n  t h e  Northern Dales 
and o t h e r  off- the-beaten-track a r e a s .  A backlog of unpublished surveys  has 
b u i l t  up . .  . . s o  a t  l a s t ,  spu r red  on by t h e  21s t  b i r thday  d inne r ,  here  is 
Iio.11. I ' v e  acqui red  a  word processor ,  which h e l p s  - n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n  t h e  
end product ion  has  been a more-or-less single-handed scramble,  s o  t h e r e  a r e  
p l e n t y  of typographic e r r o r s  i f  you want t o  f i n d  them ( look f o r  t h e  crawl 
over tubble; i n  t h e  l a s t  l o t  of N o r t h e r n  Caves proofs  t h e r e  was a  ' squeeze 
under a  l a r g e  clock' but  t hey  wouldn't  l e t  u s  leave  it i n ) .  

The re ' s  a  l o t  t o  be thankfu l  f o r  i n  twenty one yea r s  of cav ing  without a  
s e r i o u s  acc iden t  o r  a  rescue  ( d e s p i t e  some e p i c  c l o s e  s h a v e s ) ;  t h e  t a n g i b l e  
end r e s u l t  is I suppose a  l a r g e  number of surveys ,  mostly of previously-  
unexplored caves ;  some of t h e  caves  a r e  of t h e  s o r t  where a survey  and 
d e s c r i p t i o n  render  it u n l i k e l y  t h a t  they  w i l l  eve r  be explored  aga in  . . . .  
This  journa l  c o n t a i n s  an  index t o  a l l  MSG surveys ,  which is r e a l l y  a  resume 
of t h e  Group's a c t i v i t y .  We were f o r t u n a t e  t o  ' d i s cove r '  t h e  Northern Dales 
a t  a  time before  t h e i r  l imes tone  had been proper ly  looked a t ,  a t  l e a s t  by 
cave r s  with w e t s u i t s ,  and t o  stumble upon (without  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of work) a  
few major f i n d s ;  Smel tmi l l ,  t h e  Ayleburn Extension,  Windegg and Devis Hole 
Mine Caverns and C l i f f  Force, b e s i d e s  'summer hol iday '  d i s c o v e r i e s  such a s  
t h e  Skye Caves and t h e  County Waterford f i n d s  ch ron ic l ed  i n  t h e s e  pages. 
A l l  happy memories. W e '  ve had a l o t  of h e l p  and co-operat ion from caving  
c l u b s  ( t h e  MSG have never  r e a l l y  been a c l u b  a s  such ,  more a loose  
f e l lowsh ip  of like-minded i n d i v i d u a l s )  and cave r s  such a s  Jack  Ryers who 
i n s p i r e d  u s  a t  t h e  beginning,  Mart in  Davies and t h e  YURT who t augh t  u s  how 
t o  survey ,  ~ a v e ~ ~ a r l i s l e  and t h e  Earby Mines Research Group who put  u s  onto 
t h e  Swaledale mine caves ,  t h e  l a t e  Roger S u t c l i f f e  and t h e  G r i t s t o n e  Club 
(who could  out-moldywarp t h e  moldywarps i n  t h e i r  own Rorthern Dales  pa tch  
west of k l l e r s t a n g ,  as wi tnes s  t h e i r  1986 Jou rna l  6!), t h e  Grampian Speleo 
Group and many o the r s .  

Looking back a t  p rev ious  i s s u e s ,  it s e e s  customary f o r  a n  e d i t o r i a l  t o  
h i n t  a t  e x c i t i n g  work still i n  progress .  Well, we've j u s t  surveyed a  
quar te r -mi le  long system i n  West Allendale  . . . .  
I hope you f i n d  t h e  fo l lowing  pages worth t h e  long wait  



The Angel 's  Drainpipe, S t e n k r i t h  Park, Kirkby Stephen. 

The D e v i l ' s  Grinding # i l l ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t ,  s p o r t i n g ,  and a t  t imes  
impress ive ly  wet cave by t h e  River Eden i n  S t e n k r i t h  Park (a  mile  sou th  of 
Kirkby Stephen) has  doub t l e s s  been known t o  l o c a l  people f o r  many yea r s ,  
but has  only rece ived  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  caving  p r e s s  
(Descent 25, Sept-Oct. 1975 and WG J 1 . 8  1976) In August 1975 MSG members 
explored t h e  s m a l l e r  but  e q u a l l y  wet and s p o r t i n g  Mi l l race  Cave on t h e  
oppos i te  s i d e  of t h e  Eden (see  5 1 . 8 ) .  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e s e  
caves is t h a t  t hey  a r e  not  formed i n  l imestone but i n  brockram, a  Permian 
b recc i a  c o n s i s t i n g  of l imestone fragments s e t  i n  a  sandstone matr ix.  A t  
S t e n k r i t h  t h e  Eden c u t s  a  s h o r t  but  impressive gorge deep i n t o  t h i s  rock,  
spanned by both road and ra i lway br idges .  
When t h e  D e v i l ' s  Grinding M i l l  and Mi l l race  Cave were surveyed i n  1975 a 
sea rch  of t h e  gorge f a i l e d  t o  r e v e a l  any f u r t h e r  e n t e r a b l e  caves  more than  
a  few metres  long. However i n  June 1982 Roger Cooper of MSG, having a  break 
from h i s  normal pastime of v i s i t i n g  s l i p  r i f t s ,  c a l l e d  i n  a t  S t e n k r i t h  and 
noted an  a c t i v e  r i s i n g  with two cave en t r ances  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  downstream 
of t h e  lower en t rance  of t h e  Grinding M i l l ,  which had obviously been 
overlooked by t h e  surveyors .  
On 25th  June Roger r e tu rned  with Fete  Ryder, who was coaxed i n t o  h i s  
wetsu i t  ( d e s p i t e  being u t t e r l y  exhausted a f t e r  a  high speed t o u r i s t  t r i p  
around a t e r r i f y i n g l y  ex tens ive  p h r e a t i c  network system near Cross  F e l l ,  a  
r ecen t  G r i t s t o n e  Club f i n d )  and crawled i n t o  t h e  d r i e r  of t h e  two 
ent rances .  This  proved t o  be a  p l easan t  l i t t l e  cave 15m o r  s o  long,  ending 
where a  s t ream en te red  from a sump and flowed o f f  down an  impoassably 
narrow r i f t  t o  a  nearby r i s i n g .  The wet en t rance  was then  prospected - a 
sideways s h u f f l e  down i n t o  r a p i d l y  deepening water ,  ending a f t e r  6m i n  a  
c o n s t r i c t i o n  formed by t h i n  rock  ledges  j u s t  above water l e v e l .  The lone  
exp lo re r  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  vowing t o  r e t u r n  with a  hammer; wider 
passage could be glimpsed beyond, and t h e r e  was a  d i s t a n t  rumble of f lowing 
water.  Back on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e  r e su rg ing  s t r eam was followed t o  where i t  
sank i n  f i s s u r e s  i n  its bed, and t h e  d r y  bed r an  on t o  end i n  a  narrow 
s l o t .  Th i s  was deemed t o o  t i g h t  f o r  normal mor ta l s ,  but not  t o o  t i g h t  f o r  a  
lamb which could  be heard ~ i t e o u s l ' ~  b l e a t i n g  below. Motivated by t h e  g l o r y  
of sheep  rescue  PFR dug h i s  way i n t o  a  ho le  i n  t h e  r iverbank nearby which 
seemed t o  be t r end ing  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  entombed animal,  and 
s t r u g g l e d  about 10m a long  a  t i g h t  and narrow crawl before  exhaus t ion  
f i n a l l y  forced  a r e t r e a t .  Roger meanwhile found t h e  farmer who owned t h e  
lamb, and he w a s  l e f t  o rgan i s ing  a  rescue  a t tempt  a s  t h e  weary c a v e r s  
embarked on t h e  long d r i v e  back t o  Sheff i e l d .  

On 24th  J u l y ,  fo l lowing  a  f r u i t l e s s  morning a t  Kousegi l l ,  an  PrSG p a r t y  
r e tu rned  t o  S t e n k r i t h  - Alison Buchanan, Rich Gibson and PFR. The l edges  
forming t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  were s u b j e c t d  t o  a l i t t l e  t rea tment  with t h e  lump 
hammer, and Alison was induced t o  at tempt  t h e  aqueous squeeze t h u s  opened 
up. She s l i d  through with e a s e ,  t o  be fol lowed by t h e  remainder of t h e  
p a r t y  - t h e  squeeze was n e i t h e r  as t i g h t  o r  a s  wet a s  it had looked a s  i f  
i t  were going t o  be. There fol lowed one of t hose  e x p l o r a t i o n s  which f a l l  t o  
o n e ' s  l o t  a l l  t o o  i n f r e q u e n t l y  - a winding r i f t  with deep water which 
meandered on and on p a s t  va r ious  branches, and then  developed i n t o  a  f r e e -  
flowing streamway. A p l ea san t  crawl i n  t h e  s t r eam l e d  t o  a  chamber where 
t h e  water cascaded down over  rock she lves .  A d ry  s i d e  r i f t  here  opened up 



i n t o  a  l a r g e r  c a v i t y  where we could  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  amidst  b i g  
f a l l e n  blocks fes tooned  with f l o o d  d e b r i s .  Down ano the r  passage dim 
day l igh t  could be glimpsed through a  f l o o d  d e b r i s  choke. With very  l i t t l e  
work PFR was a b l e  t o  t h r u s t  h i s  head ou t ,  t o  s e e  t h e  Eden f lowing  p a s t  and 
two teenage g i r l s  s i t t i n g  on a  boulder  a  few f e e t  away - d e s p i t e  a p o l i t e  
g r e e t i n g ,  t hey  f l e d .  

With a few minutes excavat ion ,  e x i t  was p o s s i b l e ,  and t h e  p a r t y  emerged t o  
f i n d  themselves i n  what w a s  shown on t h e  1975 survey  as a choked s i n k ,  a  
few ya rds  upstream from t h e  s i n k s  f o r  t h e  Grinding M i l l ,  Water s i n k i n g  here  
i n  1975 had been dye- tes ted  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  r i s i n g  bes ide  t h e  Grinding M i l l ' s  
Lower Entrance,  & t h e  resurgence by which we had e n t e r e d  t h e  system - t h e  
hydrology of S t e n k r i t h  Park was obviously q u i t e  complicated! 

Richard was not f e e l i n g  wel l ,  s o  he was l e f t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  sunshine  wh i l s t  
Alison and PFR re-en tered  t h e  cave t o  start  surveying.  When t h e  streamway 
was reached,  t hey  turned  upstream i n t o  unexplored passage.  Af t e r  about  60m 
of easy  c rawl ing ,  survey  was abandoned and s imple  e x p l o r a t i o n  resumed. 
A l t e rna t ing  c rawls  and s e c t i o n s  where a  semblance of walking was p o s s i b l e  
l e d  on t o  where t h e  s t r eam came c ra sh ing  down an  s p l e n d i d  2m w a t e r f a l l ,  
e a s i l y  cliinbed i n t o  a  t u b u l a r  crawl.  Passing a  po in t  where day l igh t  
streamed i n  through a s  t i n y  s l o t ,  t h e  passage changed c h a r a c t e r  t o  a  
bedding crawl.  I t  w a s  g e t t i n g  l a t e ,  s o  a  r e t r e a t  w a s  c a l l e d  and t h e  p a r t y  
went home s a t i s f i e d  with an  e s t ima ted  300m of new ( o r  a t  any r a t e  
unrecorded) cave. 

On Saturday 5 t h  August we were back, with two s e t s  of survey  g e a r .  Tom 
Negahy and Geoff Tryon surveyed t h e  downstream passage through t o  t h e  
r i s i n g ,  wh i l s t  Rich Gibson and PFR cont inued survey  upstream, p a s t  t h e  
previous  l i m i t  of exp lo ra t ion .  The bedding crawl proved t o  be s h o r t ,  with 
e a s i e r  hands-and-knees going beyond t o  a smal l  complex of d r y  passages  and 
chambers. Daylight was s i g h t e d  once more, and ano the r  f l ood  d e b r i s  choke, 
demolished with ea se  from wi th in ,  allowed e x i t  on to  t h e  r i v e r  bank, where 
sun-bathing t o u r i s t s  r e a c t e d  wi th  s u r p r i s e  but not panic .  

We now had what was c e r t a i n l y  t h e  longes t  cave i n  S t e n k r i t h  Park, wi th  
Lower, Middle and Upper Entrances - a sp l end id  through t r i p .  S ide  passages 
still needed looking a t ,  and s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  hydro logica l  problems 
i n v i t e d  some j u s t i f i a b l e  use of our  e l d e r l y  packs of f l u o r e s c e i n .  On August 
28th Messrs Gibson, Megahy and Ryder r e tu rned ,  s u i t a b l y  equipped. The 
previous  few days had been wet, and t h e  Eden was q u i t e  high,  a s i z e a b l e  
s t ream rushing  i n t o  t h e  Middle Entrance.  Most of t h i s  water t u rned  o f f  down 
a narrow r i f t  a t  Block Chamber, 12m i n ,  and t h e  main upstream pasage was 
found be be i s s u i n g  l i t t l e  more water t han  previous ly .  PFR crawled on 
downstream, i n  a  s t r eam s u f f i c i e n t  t o  has t en  h i s  journey but  which d i d  not 
seem unduly dangerous. However, a few metres  ahead, a  r e a l  problem was met. 
A t  a  'T'  j unc t ion  with a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  r i f t ,  a much more powerful flow 
was met rush ing  i n  from t h e  r i g h t  - t h e  water from Block Chamber r e j o i n i n g  
t h e  main r o u t e .  Fur ther  p rog res s  downstream would havebeen s u i c i d a l  - l m  of 
f a s t  f lowing water i n  a 1.2m high r i f t .  Turning round w a s  only accomplished 
with g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  c l i n g i n g  f o r  grim dea th  onto t h e  wa l l s ,  and a  s low 
r e t r e a t  t o  Shelf  Chamber was made. 





The day was not wasted, a s  t h e  increased  number of a c t i v e  s i n k s  and r i s i n g s  
i n  t h e  Park gave scope f o r  dye t e s t i n g ,  and a  s u r f a c e  survey  was c a r r i e d  
out .  On September 18th  Rich Gibson and PFR, wi th  t h e  r i v e r  low aga in ,  
f i n i s h e d  t h e  underground survey  without i n c i d e n t .  

Tota l  l e n g t h  of cave surveyed is c.425 m (1400f t ) ,  almost twice t h a t  of t h e  
D e v i l ' s  Grinding M i l l .  The new system obviously r equ i r ed  a name. 
T r a d i t i o n a l l y  a l l  t o o  many innocent and hea l thy  caves  have been a s c r i b e d  t o  
t h e  Powers of Darkness, s o  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  balance t h e  cave was dubbed 'The 
Angel 's  Drainpipe'  - 'Drainpipe '  as it  is a  long l i n e a r  streamway 
thoroughly f lu shed  by f requent  f  loads.  I t  is obviously over -opt imis t ic  t o  
t h ink  of t h e  whole system a s  a  new exp lo ra t ion ,  a s  t h e  Middle and Upper 
Entrances were only  c losed  by ephemeral chokes of f l ood  d e b r i s ,  and when 
open would d o u b t l e s s  been i n v e s t i g a t e d  by l o c a l s .  S ince  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  and 
survey Chr i s  Robinson, a  non-club caver  from Barnard C a s t l e ,  has  t o l d  MSG 
members t h a t  he r e c a l l s  explor ing  p a r t s  of t h e  Drainpipe system some y e a r s  
ago. The Lower Entrance however d i d  seem ' untrogged' . 

on of t h ~  Cave 

Enter ing t h e  system v i a  t h e  Top Entrance,  t h e  underground s t r eam is met 
almost immediately f lowing from low beddings, f e d  by s i n k s  a  few metres  
away i n  t h e  r iverbank.  Following t h e  s t r eam one keeps r i g h t  p a s t  two branch 
passages on t h e  l e f t ,  which u n i t e  i n  a  s i l t y  chamber where a  narrow r i f t  
r i s e s  up t o  where f a i n t  day l igh t  can be glimpsed from t h e  f i e l d  
above. Downstream t h e  passage becomes an  easy  bedding crawl fes tooned  wi th  
f lood  d e b r i s ,  t hen  soon opens t o  a  l m  diameter  tube ,  t u r n i n g  sha rp  l e f t  
where d a y l i g h t  e n t e r s  from an  impassable s l o t  s t r a i g h t  ahead. Another 60 '  
of easy  crawl l e a d s  t o  t h e  head of F ish  Trap F a l l s ,  cascading 2m down i n t o  
a  waist-deep pool i n  which f r u s t r a t e d  f i s h  which have brave ly  f inned  t h e i r  
way up t h e  cave a r e  o f t e n  met. Small cave r s  may a c t u a l l y  walk (wi th  
d i f f i c u l t y )  a long  t h e  next  s e c t i o n  of passage f o r  c.40m t o  a  crawl through 
an oxbow followed by two sha rp  bends. The wa l l s  hereabouts  a r e  r a t h e r  
sharp ,  s o  w e t s u i t s  and b o i l e r s u i t s  s u f f e r .  Severa l  small s i d e  passages i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  some oxbows and some f lood  i n l e t s  from t h e  r iverbank,  a l l  c l o s e  
down o r  a r e  sh ing led  up wi th in  a  few yards .  Fu r the r  crawling l e a d s  t o  a  
wallow through a sha l low canal  t o  a  'TI j unc t ion  with a  r i f t .  To t h e  r i g h t  
r i s e s  i n t o  Block Chamber, wh i l s t  t o  t h e  l e f t  a s h a r t  g rovel  i n  t h e  s t r eam 
debouches i n t o  Shelf  Chamber. 

From Block Chamber 12m of easy  crawl l e a d s  out  t o  day l igh t  a t  t h e  Middle 
Entrance, pass ing  two t i g h t  branches on t h e  l e f t .  The twin  r i f t s  a t  t h e  f a r  
end of t h e  chamber both become very narrow; t h a t  on t h e  l e f t  o f f e r s  an  
a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  ( f o r  t h i n  c a v r e r s )  t o  t h e  downstream passages.  The e a s i e r  
rou te  is t o  fo l low t h e  s t r eam from Shelf  Chamber down a  crawl t o  a junc t ion  
with a l a r g e r  hading r i f t  passage {where PFR was almost swept away). Right 
here is t h e  narrow l i n k  t o  Block Chamber, l e f t  12m of p l easan t  passage 
ending i n  a  s h a r p  t u r n  r i g h t  and t h e  commencement o f t h e  Downstream Canals.  
Before t h i s  bend two passages  l e a d  o f f  l e f t ;  t h e  survey  shows both t o  be 
l i n k s  wi th  a  roomy crawl which runs  o f f  ' s t r a i g h t  ahead" i n  Shelf  Chamber. 
This  on occas ions  t a k e s  p a r t  of t h e  s t ream. Neither  l i n k  is known t o  have 
been nego t i a t ed  - t h e  f i r s t  is a  c o n s t r i c t e d  g r a v e l l y  crawl wh i l s t  t h e  
second would involve a  s h o r t  sump o r  duck. 



The Downstream Canals a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a sideways walk through water about  
ches t  deep, pas s ing  a few narrow s i d e  r i f t s  which cannot  be fol lowed f a r .  
The f i r s t  branch on t h e  r i g h t  becomes a c o n s t r i c t e d  d r y  crawl and may be 
another  oxbow l i n k i n g  back t o  t h e  d ry  passages f u r t h e r  upstream - f o r  t h e  
very s l i m  only! Fu r the r  on, a f t e r  an  e n t e r t a i n i n g  l i t t l e  o b s t a c l e  formed by 
ledges  j u s t  above t h e  water  l e v e l ,  t h e r e  a r e  one o r  two impassably narrow 
and waterlogged r i f t s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  which a r e  t h e  presumed e x i t s  of t h e  cave 
s t ream i n  low f l aw  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  it t o  t h e  smal l  r i s i n g  cave bes ide  
t h e  Lower Entrance of t h e  Grinding M i l l .  A scramble over  a g rave l  bank i n  a 
wider s e c t i o n  of r i f t  which s c a r c e l y  m e r i t s  t h e  name chamber l e a d s  t o  t h e  
l a s t  s e c t i o n  of c a n a l .  I n  summer low water c o n d i t i o n s  t h i s  f e e l s  markedly 
co lde r  t han  t h e  water i n  t h e  remainder of t h e  cave ,  proving it t o  be a 
s t a t i c  backwater. 

Fa in t  green  day l igh t  may now be glimpsed ahead, and a f t e r  a f i n a l  watery 
t h r u t c h  t h e  exp lo re r  wr iggles  over  a l a r g e  f a l l e n  block t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  a f t e r  around 300m of va r i ed  i f  never over-roomy going. 

The Angel 's  Drainpipe is a r e l a t i v e l y  s imple cave i n  p lan .  Apart from t h e  
small complex of chambers around t h e  Top Entramce and t h e  network of 
p a r a l l e l  r i f t s  i n t o  which t h e  streamway b r i e f l y  d i v i d e s  around Shel f  and 
Block Chambers, t h e  cave is b a s i c a l l y  a s i n g l e  passage wi th  occas iona l  
oxbows and small branch passages which soon become t o o  small t o  fo l low.  
V i r t u a l l y  t h e  whole p l an  is c o n t r o l l e d  by t h r e e  j o i n t s ,  on 44"",327" and 
l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  c.19OS3. The same p a t t e r n  is seen  i n  t h e  D e v i l ' s  Grinding 
R i l l  and R i l l r a c e  Cave. 

The passages a r e  g e n e r a l l y  of a r i f t  form, t a p e r i n g  upwards, but  a more 
tube- l ike  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  is evident  i n  a few p laces ,  no tab ly  above F i sh  Trap 
F a l l s .  Bedding plane development is seen  i n  t h e  s h o r t  s e c t i o n  of s t r eam 
passage 18m from t h e  Top Entrance and a g a i n  on one s i d e  of t h e  streamway 
75m f u r t h e r  downstream. How much t h e s e  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  convent ional  
p h r e a t i c  and vadose phases  of development is u n c e r t a i n  - t h e  problems of 
t h e  genesj-, ynd development of caves  i n  brockram were touched on i n  t h e  
31.8 a r t i c l e .  Col lapse  development is only seen  i n  Block Chamber, formed by 
b l o c k f a l l  between two p a r a l l e l  r i f t s .  
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BREBGAIRE. APPJ,ECROSS. ROSS - S H I E  

The usual  MSG penchant f o r  v i s i t i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  caves  i n  u n l i k e l y  and 
remote a r e a s  l e d  a few Group members t o  a week's ho l iday  i n  Applecross i n  
e a r l y  June 1982. A l engthy  cave system he re ,  developed i n  J u r a s s i c  
l imestones,  had been i n i t i a l l y  explored e i g h t  y e a r s  prev ious ly ;  a n  account ,  
t oge the r  with a rough survey,  had been publ i shed  by t h e  Grampian Speleo. 
Group (I). Explora t ion  had been dogged by a c c e s s  problems and cont roversy  
which a l s o  extended t o  t h e  nave of t h e  system- ' Uamh nam Breagai re '  (Cave 
of t h e  L ia r  o r  Deceiver) is here  used, a s  t h e  cave is a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  
s t ream A l l t  Breugaireachd (presumably s o  c a l l e d  on account  of its 
disappeance underground i n  d r y  weather).  The name 'Uamh na Cnaimh-Geille' 
(Cave of t h e  Jaw Eone) has  a l s o  been used. 

The i n t e n t  of t h e  group was t o  c a r r y  out a high-grade survey  of t h e  system 
and hopefu l ly  t o  push on i n t o  new passages.  In  t h e  former aim we were only  
p a r t l y  succes s fu l  (due t o  reasons  r e l a t e d  below), i n  t h e  l a t t e r  even l e s s  
so .  However, enough work was c a r r i e d  out  t o  be worth c h r o n i c l i n g ,  and t h e  
a rea  c e r t a i n l y  deserves  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n .  

UAMU N A M  BREAGAIRE AREA. SKETCH MAP 
0 , 5 0 0 m  mile 
1 .- 

, 2  



The A l l t  Breugaireachd, i n  wet weather when it is a r e a l  s t r eam and f lows  
on t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  a n  undecept ive s t ream-l ike  manner, runs  east from t h e  
i r r e g u l a r  lochan-studded upland o i f  Meall Loch an  Fheoi r  (c. 300m 0 .  D. ) t o  
j o i n  t h e  A l l t  na Larach from f u r t h e r  sou th ,  t h e  combined waters  f lowing 
nor th  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  700m t o  f a l l  i n t o  Applecross Bay j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  
h o t e l  and c o t t a g e s  on t h e  c o a s t a l  road. On t h e  s t ream, about  30m above t h e  
bay, is t h e  b i n s  of Applecross farm and campsi te .  

Immediately above t h e  farm, and doub t l e s s  t h e  reason f o r  its s i t e ,  is q u i t e  
a  s i z e a b l e  r i s i n g  from t h e  f o o t  of a  s t o n e  w a l l  (no s o l i d  rock is exposed 
i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  and e n t r y  appea r s  u n l i k e l y ) ,  This  is presumed t o  
be t h e  r i s i n g  f o r  t h e  s t r eam a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  cave system. 

Above t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  t h e  summer t h e  s t r eam bed is v i r t u a l l y  d ry .  Following 
t h e  v a l l e y  sou th  f o r  about  500m a s t o n y  g u l l y ,  i n i t i a l l y  wooded, r i s e s  
s t e e p l y  up t o  t h e  e a s t  - t h i s  is t h e  A l l t  Breugaireachd. Following it up, 
exposed l imestone is soon met, and above t h e  dee r  fence  a t  around 100m 0. D. 
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  such  a s  so lu t iona l ly -en la rged  j o i n t s  appear  i n  t h e  
s t ream bed. One obvious f l o o d  s i n k  here  was c l e a r e d  of boulders  t o  a l l ow 
acces s  t o  a  t i n y  chamber. Larger passage could  be glimpsed through a  low 
bedding but a  few hammer blows l e d  t o  t h e  f a l l  of a  l a r g e  roof  s l a b  and 
f r igh tened  u s  back t o  t h e  s u r f a c e ;  t h e  s i n k  may connect with a  wet-weather 
i n l e t  i n  t h e  known cave. 

The v a l l e y  soon narrows t o  a  gorge-l ike s e c t i o n  i n  which t h e  two en t r ances  
t o  t h e  main cave a r e  s i t u a t e d ,  both on t h e  l e f t  (no r th )  bank. The lower 
en t rance  is a smal l  but  i n v i t i n g  tube  beneath an  overhang, w h i l s t  t h e  upper 
is a bouldery c r a t e r  on a  c l i f f - f o o t  s h e l f  wel l  above s t r eam l e v e l  amongst 
a t a n g l e  of wild co toneas t e r  (probably Rockspray, C. Elicrophyll u s ) .  

In normal c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  s t r eam s i n k s  i n  its bouldery bed t o  e n t e r  t h e  cave 
j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  Upper Entrance.  On our  v i s i t  it was very d ry  and t h e  water 
was s i n k i n g  200m f u r t h e r  up, j u s t  below a second fence .  Th i s  po in t  is 
c.700m from and 15011 above t h e  r i s i n g .  J u s t  before  t h e  s i n k ,  up t h e  v a l l e y  
s i d e  on t h e  no r th  a r e  a  l a r g e  shakehole and P o l l  Raineach (Fern Hole) ,  each 
with a  s h o r t  l eng th  of passage but wi th  l i t t l e  apparent  prospec t  of 
dropping t o  t h e  a c t i v e  waterways beneath ( 2 ) .  

Fau l t i ng ,  t h e  d i p  of t h e  s t r a t a  and t h e  Broadford Beds' r a p i d  a l t e r n a t i o n  
between rubbly s h a l e s  and massive l imes tones  combine t o  g ive  Uamh nam 
Breagaire  a  unique c h a r a c t e r  which is both f a s c i n a t i n g  and fo rb idd ing .  In 
p l aces  impress ive ,  i n  p l a c e s  s p e c t a c u l a r l y  well  decora ted ,  i n  p l a c e s  
c laus t rophobic  and i n  p l a c e s  d i s t u r b i n g l y  loose ,  it is a cave f o r  t h e  
committed only .  A t  over  500m long it  is one of S c o t l a n d ' s  major caves ,  and 
ye t  t h e  explored  passages ex tend  l e s s  t han  a  q u a r t e r  of t h e  ho r i zon ta l  
d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  r i s i n g  and drop  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e .  The 
dry  weather r o u t e  of t h e  s t r eam from s i n k s  t o  r i s i n g  is a s  y e t  unentered 
underground. 





The upper o r  main en t r ance  is a  scramble down through b i g  boulders  i n t o  a  
small  chamber where an  impassably small  'upstream'  passage (dry  on our  
v i s i t )  heads back towards t h e  streambed s i n k s .  A 2.4m cl imb down i n  a  r i f t  
g ives  acces s  t o  another  chamber with two p a r a l l e l  r i f t s  going on, of which 
only t h e  1. is passable .  Thrutching round a boulder  i n  t h i s  r i f t  l e a d s  i n t o  
q u i t e  a spac ious  cavern where t h e  two r i f t s  r e -un i t e ;  downstream is an  easy  
passage, Great Shale  S t r e e t ,  of q u i t e  d i s t i n c t i v e  form. The f l a t  roof is 
formed by a  massive l imestone bed but  t h e  passage beneath is c u t  i n  
ca lcareous  s h a l e s ,  t h e  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  narrowing by many small  s t e p s  and 
she lves  t o  a f loo r - l eve l  t rench .  A t  f i r s t  s i g h t  t h e  appearance is almost 
t h a t  of a n  a r t i f i c i a l  mine l e v e l .  

About 40m from t h e  en t r ance  Great Shale  S t r e e t  subd iv ides  by s p l i t t i n g  i n t o  
upper and lower l e v e l s ;  t h e  f l o o r  t r e n c h  goes on, bea r ing  r . ,  a s  a  low tube 
which t a k e s  t h e  s t r eam i n  wet weather. Richard Gibson pushes t h i s  f o r  30m. 
In c r o s s  s e c t i o n  a  low t r i a n g l e ,  t h e  passage descends g radua l ly  over a  
pebbly f l o o r ;  t h i s  unremi t t ing ly  c l aus t rophob ic  conduit  was dubbed 
Rightmare Passage by its exp lo re r .  No d e f i n i t e  end was reached,  t h e  cu r r en t  
l i m i t  being a s  much psychological  a s  phys i ca l .  

Returning t o  t h e  more commodious upper r o u t e ,  a  square-sec t ion  hands-and- 
knees crawl cont inues  t o  a 1. bend where t h e  roof lowers  and one m u s t  crawl 
anongst some l a r g e  f a l l e n  s l a b s .  Some still dangle alarmingly from t h e  
roo f ,  and c a r e  is necessary.  A 5m wide 1.2m high bedding chamber of very 
r egu la r  r ec t angu la r  s e c t i o n  fo l lows ,  s l a n t i n g  down t o  a  s h o r t  crawl which 
soon opens i n t o  t h e  impressive gloom of Boulder Chamber, a  t i l t e d  c a v i t y  
about 10.5m squa re ,  its f l o o r  a  tumble of huge f a l l e n  s l a b s .  Two small  
passages i n  t h e  r .  wall  hereabouts  l i n k  v i a  a  c o n s t r i c t e d  and t o r t u o u s  
oxbow, wh i l s t  a  hole  i n  t h e  f l o o r  drops  i n t o  a  lower b l i n d  chamber. 
Clambering up over  boulders  beyond, t h e  roof s t e p s  up i n t o  a c r o s s  r i f t ,  
and t h r e e  r o u t e s  d iverge .  

A l i t t l e  manhole between t h e  boulders  and t h e  f a r  (west)  wall of t h e  cavern 
is t h e  way on i n t o  t h e  deeper  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  cave.  Turning l e f t  however 
b r ings  one t o  a  junc t ion;  l e f t  aga in  is a  low passage heading back up-dip 
towards t h e  Lower Entrance,  wh i l s t  s t r a i g h t  ahead is F r u s t r a t i o n  Passage, 
about 27m of r i f t  of vary ing  he igh t ,  ending where it d i v i d e s  and becomes 
too  low j u s t  a f t e r  a  t i g h t  squeeze p a s t  formations - t h i s  po in t  is about 
30m from t h e  A l l t  Breugaireachd gorge. 

The manhole drops i n t o  a  s h o r t  s e r i e s  of low c rawls  through a  l i t t l e  
bouldery complex, suddenly emerging on a  ledge ovelooking ano the r  l a r g e  
c a v i t y  - Balcony Chamber. Here speleothems, i n  t h e  form of s t r a w  
s t a l a c t i t e s ,  f i r s t  make t h e i r  appearance. An easy  cl imb down t h e  1. wall  
soon g a i n s  t h e  f l o o r .  On downdip t h e  passage lowers  t o  a  crawl amidst 
columns and s t r a w s  and t h e  cave scenery  becomes both a t t r a c t i v e  and 
vulnerable .  The crawl ends i n  a  f l a t - o u t  grovel  through a  pool i n  a  well- 
decorated bedding ( c a r e ! )  and a  s t e p  down i n  t h e  f l o o r  t o  a  l i t t l e  chamber, 
and another  junc t ion .  S t r a i g h t  ahead a  few metres  of wel l-scal loped r i f t  
swing 1 .  t o  t h e  head of Flowstone Pot ,  amidst s p e c t a c u l a r  c a l c i t e  f lows and 
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s t a l a c t i t e s .  There is no need t o  make t h e  3 m  descent  (not  ea sy  without 
t a c k l e )  a s  t h e  Pot is b l i n d ,  on ly  a t i n y  r i f t  dropping away from t h e  
bottom. 

Flowstone Pot is probably t h e  end of t h e  cave - and q u i t e  a worthwhile end 
- f o r  l a r g e r  cave r s ,  and f o r  those  of a nervous d i s p o s i t i o n .  Others  w i l l  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  branch a t  t h e  l a s t  junc t ion  and an  unpleasant ly  
c o n s t r i c t e d  8 m crawl ending i n  a t i n y  chamber. S t r a i g h t  ahead a miniscule  
eyehole a f f o r d s  a glimpse of empty gloom beyond. Grovel l ing  down t o  t h e  1. 
wall  of t h e  chamber a roof r i f t  is encountered; c o n t o r t i n g  o n e ' s  body up 
i n t o  t h i s ,  t h e  same gloom can  be seen ,  and reached wi th  d i f f i c u l t y ,  through 
a narrow s l o t .  

Here an  exp lana t ion  of t h e  cu r t a i lmen t  of t h e  g r . 5  survey  a t  t h i s  po in t  can 
perhaps be i n s e r t e d  i n  a n  otherwise impersonal topographic account of t h e  
cave. This  s e c t i o n  of t h e s y s t e m  was f i r s t  v i s i t e d  by t h e  w r i t e r  and a 
sma l l e r  member of t h e  team. Much t o  h i s  s u r p r i s e  t h e  former managed t o  pas s  
t h e  squeeze,  wh i l s t  t h e  l a t t e r  f a i l e d .  Grade 5 s o l o  survey  p r e s e n t s  
problems, and t h e  n e s t  squeeze looked grim, s o  a gene ra l  r e t r e a t  was 
r e l u c t a n t l y  embarked upon. The f i r s t  squeeze however proved a d i f f e r e n t  
p ropos i t i on  i n  t h e  r e v e r s e  d i r e c t i o n  . . . . .  a f t e r  some t ime,  t h e  sma l l e r  
member depar ted  t o  round up a rescue  posse from t h e  campsi te .  The abandoned 
lead  surveyor was l e f t  with a Mars Bar and a g u t t e r i n g  ca rb ide  lamp 
cons ider ing  t h e  prospect  of hammer and c h i s e l  work upon t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n .  
Close i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  around t h e  squeeze rendered t h i s  prospect  
somewhat d i s t u r b i n g ;  t h e  roof was a g r e a t  s l a b  of l imestone i n  t h e  process  
of pee l ing  away from t h e  bedding above, and appa ren t ly  supported by very 
l i t t l e .  Th i s  observa t ion  provided t h e  motivat ion f o r  a second at tempt  a t  
t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  ( t h i s  t ime unaided by 'push your r i g h t  knee behind your 
l e f t  e lbows-type advice  from wi thout ) .  The at tempt  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  and a 
thankfu l  rescuee  met t h e  r e s c u e r s  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  en t r ance .  

Two slimmer members of t h e  p a r t y  (Richard and John Carver)  d i d  manage t o  
'bottom' t h e  cave next day, but un fo r tuna te ly  n e i t h e r  could  read  t h e  
b a t t e r e d  and sc ra t ched  e l d e r l y  Suunto compass, s o  a grade  3 survey  (us ing  
J o h n ' s  handheld S i l v a )  had t o  be r e s o r t e d  t o .  

The f i r s t  bouldery chamber beyond t h e  squeeze has two apparent  e x i t s .  To 
t h e  r ,  is a lowering crawl ,  choked wi th in  a few yards .  To t h e  1. t h e  
passage drops  away downhill  t o  a second squeeze,  aga in  fo rb idd ing ly  t i g h t  
but t h i s  t ime ' ins tan taneous '  . A r i s i n g  bedding cave then  b e a r s  1. through 
boulders  before  opening i n t o  t h e  spac ious  Straw Chamber. Here a r e  t h e  most 
s p e c t a c u l a r  format ions  i n  Uamh nam Breagaire  and perhaps t h e  f i n e s t  i n  
Scot land - a f o r e s t  of 2m s t r aws ,  and c a l c i t e  cascades.  

The f l o o r  of Straw Chamber is another  ruck le  of g r e a t  f a l l e n  blocks.  To t h e  
r. is a c r a t e r  from which a cau t ious  s p i r a l  descent  through boulder  chaos 
r ega ins  s o l i d  ground i n  t h e  narrow passages of t h e  Lower S e r i e s .  The main 
passage runs  f o r  c.21m more o r  l e s s  beneath t h e  l i n e  of t h e  approach 
passage and squeezes 9m above, ending i n  a boulder choke; t h i s  may be 
another  o l d  i n l e t  from t h e  s u r f a c e  s t ream. There a r e  two branches on t h e  
1. , eqch .about 20m long.  The f i r s t  has  two draughting l e a d s  which r e q u i r e  



digging ,  t h e  second is very t i g h t .  Both head back up-dip, and e i t h e r  might 
poss ib ly  be t h e  end of Nightmare Passage. 

The r e a l  'end '  of Uamh nam Breagaire  is reached by t r a v e r s i n g  a long  t h e  1. 
s i d e  of Straw Chamber, p a s t  t h e  s t r a w  f o r e s t ,  and then  descending a  s t e e p  
rubble  s lope  t o  a  draught ing  choke a t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  This  is only  a  metre o r  
two above t h e  deepes t  po in t  reached i n  t h e  Lower S e r i e s ,  but un l ike  them it  
is t r end ing  down-dip towards t h e  r i s i n g .  Although t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  
en t rance  is not g r e a t  i n  a  phys ica l  sense ,  t h i s  is a  remote s p o t  i n  one of 
B r i t a i n ' s  most remote cave systems. Were i t  not s o ,  a  l i t t l e  more labour  
might a l r eady  have been expended i n  f o r c i n g  a  way on i n t o  whatever l i e s  
beyond. 

The Lower Entrance S e r i e s  

The Lower Entrance provides  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  i n t o  t h e  system a t  Boulder 
Chamber, of s i m i l a r  l eng th  t o  t h e  main rou te .  I t  is r a t h e r  c r a w l i e r ,  but  
has  less loose s t u f f .  The passage commences a s  a  narrow t a p e r i n g  r i f t  and 
con t inues  i n  s i m i l a r  ve in  f o r  40x11 a s  Jawbone Passage, gene ra l ly  a  crawl but  
never r e a l l y  t i g h t .  8m i n  t h e r e  is a  low l e v e l  crawl down t o  t h e  1. which 
becomes t o o  low a f t e r  a  few bodylengths.  Jawbone Passage even tua l ly  emerges 
a t  a  junc t ion ,  with an oxbow o f f  t o  t h e  r .  Turning 1. here  one e n t e r s  a n  
' upstream' passage with a  gradual ly-shal lowing vadose t r ench  t o  a  choked 
bedding a f t e r  c.30m. Survey shows t h a t  t h i s  runs  back p a r a l l e l  t o  Jawbone 
Passage and ends c l o s e  t o  t h e  choked low-level crawl j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  
en t rance .  

Continuing downstream t h e  passage, L i t t l e  Shale  S t r e e t ,  is very much a 
smal le r -sca le  ves ion  of t h a t  i n  t h e  Main Entrance s e r i e s ,  a n  easy crawl 
with a  f l o o r  t r e n c h  t h a t  drops  i n t o  a  s e p a r a t e  lower passage. The dry  h igh  
l e v e l  cont inues  8m t o  a  second p i t  i n  t h e  f l o o r  (dropping t o  c o n s t r i c t e d  
tubes )  and then  another  j unc t ion  is reached. On t h e  1, is a  s t r a n g e  oddment 
of passage with a  cl imb up boulders  pas t  a  s l o t  on t h e  r .  which drops i n t o  
a  pool - presumably another  p a r t  of t h e  low-level complex hereabouts ,  a l l  
of which appears  very c o n s t r i c t e d ,  Above t h e  s l o t  a  s h a t t e r e d  passage 
curves  round t o  choke c l o s e  t o  t h e  s i d e  of L i t t l e  Shale  S t r e e t .  

Back a t  t h e  junc t ion ,  a  s h o r t  crawl over boulders  and then  a  s lope  down 
soon emerges i n  t h e  sou th  end of Boulder Chamber, a t  t h e  j unc t ion  with 
F r u s t r a t i o n  Passage. 

Surveyed l eng th  of Uamh nam Breagaire  is c u r r e n t l y  523m (1718')  &nd t h e  
depth 43m (141')  



BHEAKISH CAVFS. 1SJ.E OF SKYE 

The d iscovery  of Breakish Caves - o r  r a t h e r ,  why they  waited s o  long t o  be 
d iscovered  - is r a t h e r  a complicated s t o r y ,  and b e s t  r e l a t e d  b r i e f l y .  

On t h e  1971 IWG v i s i t  t o  Skye, t h e  a l l u r i n g  i n s c r i p t i o n  ' cave '  was noted on 
t h e  O . S . 1 " : l  mile  map, j u s t  nor th  of t h e  main Kyleakin t o  Eroadford road a t  
RG 669229. A v i s i t  was made, and s u r e  enough, j u s t  below t h e  road an  
obvious cave en t r ance  opened on t h e  west s i d e  of a small stream. Skulamus 
Cave, 21m long,  was more f u l l y  explored i n  1975, and t h e  nearby Skulamus 
Cave 2 ,  14.5111 long ,  explored and surveyed i n  1978. 

I t  was not  u n t i l  1981 t h a t  Ivan 
Young of t h e  Grampian Speleo Group 
pa in ted  out  t o  u s  t h a t  we had never 
found t h e  cave l a b e l l e d  on t h e  
0 .  , S .  map a t  a l l  - our Skulamus 
Caves were i n  f a c t  i n  t h e  next  
s t ream v a l l e y  t o  t h e  west,  200m 
from t h e  cave on t h e  map. In f a c t  
t h e r e  were two p a r a l l e l  s t r e a n s  
he re ,  each wi th  an  open cave 
en t rance  on its west bank j u s t  
below t h e  road.  GSG had noted t h e  
en t rance  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s t r eam but  
assumed t h a t  t h i s  w ~ s  MSG's 
Skulamus Cave (which we had 
publ ished with t h e  e a s t e r n  c a v e ' s  
XGR) and never went i n .  

On June 5 t h  1982 MSG members r e tu rned  t o  Skye aga in  and Pe te  Ryder, en  
rou te  t o  t h e  c o t t a g e  we had booked t o  s t a y  i n  a t  Kilmarie ,  s topped t o  check 
out t h e  e a s t e r n  cave.  A b r i e f  underground fo ray  i n  s u r f a c e  gea r  revea led  
t h a t  here  was q u i t e  a complex l i t t l e  system which promised t o  be more 
ex tens ive  than  t h e  s h o r t  and u n a t t r a c t i v e  Skulanus Cave. 4. walk upstream, 
beneath t h e  road br idge  and up an  a t t r a c t i v e  l imzstone gorge, l oca t ed  a 
promising-looking bedding over 100171 away t o  t h e  sou th .  

On Bonday 7 t h  June a s ix - s t rong  team a r r i v e 2  a t  t h e  'new' cave t o  exp lo re ,  
push, survey  and g e n e r a l l y  dea l  with t h e  system. The cave conta ined  q u i t e  a 
maze of smal l  passages ,  and one q u i t e  roomy bedding chamber with some 
format ions ,  but a f t e r  a couple of hours a l l  pos s ib l e  l e a d s  had been pushed, 
photographeable f e a t u r e s  photographed, and 82m of passage surveyed. Richard 
t h e  F e r r e t ,  a f t e r  g r o v e l l i n g  through a t i g h t  crawl t o  emerge from a second 
en t rance  i n  t h e  s t r eam bank, decided he had exhausted t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
t h e  system and wandered of f  upstream t o  look a t  t h e  'promising bedding' 
noted two days before .  

A s  t h e  survey  team emerged back i n t o  d a y l i g h t ,  t hey  were g r e e t e d  by a 
r e t u r n i n g  Richard i n  e x u l t a n t  mood - he had dug through t h e  bedding i n t o  a 
s t ream passage of comfortable  dimensions " a t  l e a s t  200 f t  (61m) long". The 
good news had a l r e a d y  been imparted t o  Tom Megahey. A s  t h e  surveyors  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  bedding en t r ance ,  g r u n t s  and groans from wi th in  a d v e r t i s e d  





t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was not f i n d i n g  R icha rd ' s  dug-out crawl t o  be of 
comfortable dimensions. 

A l i t t l e  d igging  eased t h e  squeeze,  a l though t h e  f i n a l  t h r u t c h  from which 
one emerges a t  roof l e v e l  i n t o  t h e  1.5m high  streamway remains an  amusing 
obs t ac l e .  Richard had not  exaggerated - 152m of passage i n  a l l  were 
survryed i n  t h e  new cave,  which was f u l l  of i n t e r e s t i n g  f e s a t u r e s  and very  
well decorated i n  p a r t s .  Severa l  happy hours  were spent  surveying  and 
t ak ing  photos.  

The s t ream bes ide  which t h e  caves a r e  l o c a t e d ,  t h e  A l l t  Lochann Cruinn, 
appears  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  townships of Skulamus and Breakish - t h e  s i g n  on t h e  
br idge  has one name on each s i d e .  The 'new' caves ,  a l though a c t u a l l y  on t h e  
Skulamus s i d e  of t h e  br idge ,  were dubbed Breakish Cave ( t h e  longer  upstream 
system) and Breakish Bridge Cave. The f i r s t  is c e r t a i n l y  a new exp lo ra t ion ;  
Breakish Bridge Cave is obviously well  known t o  l o c a l  c h i l d r e n ,  a l though 
some of its passages (e .  g .  t h e  t i g h t  crawl t o  t h e  Lower Entrance)  may not  
have been t r a v e r s e d  previous ly .  

The main en t rance  is a 1.2m high a r c h  about 6m west of t h e  s t ream,  dropping 
i n t o  a v e s t i b u l e  strewn with domestic rubbish  (mostly o l d  ironmongery) and 
a s h o r t  crawl through i n t o  a 1.2m high chamber from which no l e s s  t hasn  
f i v e  passages l e a d  o f f .  

On t h e  r .  is a s lope  down i n t o  a pebbly c rawl ,  becoming t i g h t ,  which 
cont inues  f o r  l a m  t o  t h e  Lower Entrance, a s l o t  emerging bes ide  t h e  s u r f a c e  
s t ream. In wet weather t h i s  is obviously an  a c t i v e  streamway, t a k i n g  a f low 
from t h e  ' s t r a i g h t  ahead' passage, a wet crawl 7.5m long t o  a low bedding 
which could probably be pushed, with a l i t t l e  d igging ,  t o  l i n k  with t h e  
downstream crawl from t h e  Main Chamber. 

Turning 1. one e n t e r s  a 3.5m wide l m  high chamber wi th  sma l l e r  t ubes  t o  r .  
and 1. The l a t t e r s  runs  f o r  2.4m t o  a smal l  chamber ending i n  a boulder 
choke. The r .  hand tube  is a crawl tu rn ing  1. i n t o  t h e  b i n  Chamber, which 
can a l s o  be reached by a s h o r t  crawl a t  t h e  f a r  end of t h e  f i r s t  chamber, 
which breaks out  i n t o  a roomy passages l ead ing  t o  boulder chokes on t h e  1. 
and t h e  Main Chamber on t h e  r. 

The Main Chamber is a bedding c a v i t y  roughly 7.5m sqwuare i n  p l an ,  ranging 
i n  he ight  from l m  t o  1.5m, with some a t t r a c t i v e  s t a l a c t i t e s  near  t h e  north- 
west co rne r .  The s t ream c r o s s e s  t h i s  corner  of t h e  chamber, f lowing i n t o  a 
low bedding on t h e  r .  which soon becomes impassable.  The upstream r o u t e  is 
an a t t r a c t i v e  crawl through a pool and up i n t o  a smal l  2m high  chamber  
with boulder ruck le  forming t h e  1. wall and impassable f i s s u r e s  s t r a i g h t  
ahead. 

Back i n  t h e  Main Chamber, a smal l  passage t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  s t r eam i n l e t  
a l s o  heads west but  c l o s e s  i n  a f t e r  a squeeze over  a boulder.  



Bre ' 
-- ,-. . . Cave. D e s c r i ~ t l o n .  

The en t r ance  bedding, i n i t i a l l y  1.5m wide and 0.5m high,  descends g e n t l y  t o  
a s h o r t  squeeze ending i n  a l m  d rop  t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  s t r eam passage. 

The downstream passage is he re  1.5m high and 3 m  wide, pas s ing  a l a r g e  
f a l l e n  block t o  a pool where t h e  passage bends r .  and then  1. t o  'The 
Door', a r e c t a n g u l a r  opening where t h e  stream has  c u t  through a mineral 
vein.  On t h e  upstream s i d e  of t h e  ve in  is a s h o r t  s i d e  passage on t h e  r .  t o  
a boulder  choke. 

Beyond 'The Door' t h e  main passage s l o p e s  downhill  over a po l i shed  rock 
f l o o r ,  and two more s i d e  passages e n t e r  on t h e  r .  - the  f i r s t  is a 5.5m 
crawl t o  a smal l  chamber wi th  a c l a y  bank t h a t  c o n t a i n s  many marine s h e l l s .  
Although ' f r e s h '  i n  appearance t h e s e  m u s t  be of cons ide rab le  age a s  t h e  
cave is now 15m above s e a  l e v e l .  The second s i d e  passage is t h e  upper end 
of a long oxbow which is packed with good format ions ,  and t h u s  a 
recommended r o u t e .  

The downstream passage remains 2 . 5  - 3m wide, but  t h e  roof g radua l ly  
lowers. Where t h e  long ox-bow r e - e n t e r s ,  t h e r e  is a f l o o r  l e v e l  bedding on 
t h e  1. and ano the r  a t  roof l e v e l  on t h e  r .  Another 153  of s t e a d i ; l y -  
lowering crawl l e a d s  t o  a j unc t ion .  The main cobbly bedding b e a r s  1. but  on 
t h e  r .  is a narrow r i f t  pushed by Richard f o r  6m t o  where it communicated 
with an impassable high-level  bsdding which probably j o i n s  up with t h a t  
seen  f u r t h e r  upstream. To t h e  1. of t he  r i f t  is a descending sandy crawl.  
The main bedding, still lowering,  con t inues  f o r  a few metres  t o  another  
j unc t ion  where a branch on t h e  r .  l eads  through t o  a smal l  chamber a l s o  
reached by t h e  sandy crawl.  Beyond t h i s  j unc t ion  t h e  bedding soon becomes 
t o o  low. From t h e  small  chamber a t h i r d  passage descends i n t o  a pool with a 
l a r g e  dropped block - a d e f i n i t e  impasse. Back i n  t h e  chamber a g a i n  a hole  
on t h e  r.  l e a d s  i n t o  a boulder  r u c k l e  with a view a long  a draught ing  crawl 
which might be passage with s t r o n g  nerves  and a l i t t l e  d igging .  The survey  
shows t h a t  t h i s  might l i n k  up with a s i m i l a r  ruck ly  a r e a  i n  Breakish Bridge 
Cave about 15m away. Linking t h e  two caves would g ive  a s i n g l e  system over 
250m long,  but t h e  e f f o r t  might be a t t ended  by t o o  much r i s k  t o  make i t  
worthwhile. 

A t  t h e  downstream end of Breakish Cave t r a f f i c  can  be heard pass ing  
overhead, on t h e  main c o a s t  road.  Flood d e b r i s  i n  t h e  low passages i n  t h i s  
a r e a  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  cave might not  be a p l ace  t o  v i s i t  i n  wet weather.  

Returning upstream t o  t h e  po in t  a t  which t h e  en tance  crawl b reaks  i n t o  t h e  
s t ream passage,  t h e  upstream passages a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  but  of no g r e a t  
length .  Af t e r  5 m  of 1.5m squa re  passage with good format ions ,  t h e  f l o o r  
suddenly s t e p s  up and t h e  passage widens t o  a bedding f u l l  of columns and 
gours .  Th i s  was passed,  wi th  extreme c a r e ,  by one members of t h e  p a r t y ,  t o  
e n t e r  a metre-square passage ending a f t e r  8m i n  boulder  chokes which t h e  
survey shows t o  be very c l o s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .  J u s t  before  t h e  s t e p  i n  t h e  
f l o o r  an  0.3m high  f l o o r - l e v e l  bedding goes o f f  on t h e  l . ,  bending r. 
before  opening a f t e r  6m i n t o  a l i t t l e  chamber 0.7m high,  wi th  a boulder 
s lope  on t h e  1, which aga in  m u s t  be very c l o s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r eam bank. 
The bedding crawl goes on f o r  5;r t o  end i n  an  impassable s l o t  opening 
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upwards i n t o  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  passage between t h e  decora ted  bedding and t h e  
f i n a l  upstream chokes. 

V i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  cave should t a k e  g r e a t  c a r e  to avoid  damaging t h e  
formations,  which al though not  a s  s p e c t a c u l a r  a s  those  i n  t h e  A l l t  na 
P a i r t e  Cave make t h e  upstream s e c t i o n s  of t h e  streamway very  photogenic.  
Like t h e  A l l t  na P a i r t e  system, Breakish Caves a r e  formed i n  J u r a s s i c  
l imestone,  whereas t h e  major i ty  of t h e  caves  of Skye a r e  i n  t h e  Cambrian 
Durness Limestone. 

From Scot land  t o  Wales . . . . .  

Brasgvl l  caves.  Rnnt - newvdd. C 1  wd 

Unt i l  a  few yea r s  ago most a f  t h e  known caves i n  North Vales were s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  1 imestone outcrops  towards t h e  c o a s t ,  between Rhyl and Llandudno. 
none of t h e s e  caves was more than  a  few hundred f e e t  long. Much l a r g e r  
systems have now been found by t h e  North Wales Cave Club and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  
l imes tones  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  sou th  and e a s t .  I n  1980 Moldywarps' a t t e n t i o n  
was a t t r a c t e d  t o  Brasgyl l  caves ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a r e a ,  on t h e  dua l  grounds 
t h a t  no proper publ ished account o r  survey of them could be found, and t h a t  
Cath Mi l l a r  had f r i e n d s  who would put u s  up nearby. Ye d i d n ' t  f i n d  any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  ex t ens ions  but  had a  p leasant  day of p a t t e r i n g  and surveying  . . .  
. There a r e  t h r e e  caves i n  t h e  Brasgyl l  gorge: Jock's  Pot is t h e  longes t ,  
a t  122m long and 14.5m deep, with t h r e e  en t r ances ,  p l easan t  clean-washed 
t u b u l a r  passages and a  4.5m p i t c h  ( r a t h e r  t i g h t  a t  t h e  t o p ) i n t o  t h e  l o f t y  
Terminal Chamber. Two young l a d s  who l i v e  nearby came underground with u s ,  
and squeezed through t h e  very t i g h t  sandy l i n k  between en t r ance  3 and t h e  
main cave - t h i s  had probably not  been passed before ,  s o  we c a l l e d  i t  
'Simon and Oswin's Connection' a f t e r  them. Above t h e  Terminal Chamber but  
appa ren t ly  unconnected with it is Rant-y-Craig Cave, d ry  and roomy, and 29m 
long. Across t h e  gorge is Cathedral Cave with a  9m ladder  p i t c h  a longs ide  a  
s t a l  c u r t a i n ,  t o  a  t i g h t  crawl and loose ruck le ;  t o t a l  passage l eng th  is 
only  24m. One g e t s  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e r e  must be more passage wai t ing  
t o  be found i n  Brasgyl l  . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  and from Wales t o  I r e l and  



A v e r y  s m a l l  g roup  of moldywarps v i s i t e d  County Kerry  f o r  t h e  second t i m e  
i n  September 1981; d e s p i t e  small numbers (John Carver  and P e t e  Ryder d i d  
most of t h e  c a v i n g ,  w i t h  some a s s i s t a n c e  f rom E l a i n e  Ryder and Jayne 
E l l i o t )  some u s e f u l  work w a s  a c h i e v e d  - withou t  knowing i t  w e  came w i t h i n  a  
h a i r s b r e a d t h  of making a v e r y  major f i n d  indeed!  Our f i r s t  week w s  s p e n t  a t  
K i l l a r n e y ,  l o o k i n g  a t  c a v e s  on t h e  Xuckross p e n i n s u l a  a s  w e l l  a s  walking i n  
Macgi l lycuddy ' s  Reeks and v i s i t i n g  l o c a l  a n t i q u i t i e s .  A second  week w a s  
s p e n t  a t  A r d f e r t ,  NW of T r a l e e ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a s e p a r a t e  l i m e s t o n e  a r e a  
which h a s  s i n c e  p rov ided  q u i t e  a  number of cave  f i n d s .  

U l l a r n e y  Area: The Kuckross P e n i n s u l a  

On a p r e v i o u s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  i n  Serptember  1979 a  few s m a l l  c a v e s  
had been e:rplored and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  many more n o t e d  (MSG 1 0  35-7).  
Subsequent t o  t h a t  v i s i t  a n  i n t r i g u i n g  r e f e r e n c e  i n  a  l o c a l  l e a f l e t  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  'Hossy Woods Nature  T r a i l '  w a s  no ted ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a n  
underground wate r  f l o w  th rough  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  f r o 3  one l a k e  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of which was dependant  on t h e  p r e v a l e n t  wind. 

T h i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  q u i t e  a  l e n g t h y  c a v e  s y s t e a  might a w a i t  d i s c o v e r y .  
However, when t h e  s i t e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  l e a f l e t  as  showing t h i s  f l a w  was 
l c c a t e d  i t  provsd t o  be a pool  b e s i d e  t h e  p a t h ,  i n  which some ebb  and f l o w  
was a p p a r e n t ,  bu t  no more t h a n  t h e  ricrmal wave m o v e ~ e n t  on Kuckross Lake, 
no t  v i s i b l e  f r o =  t h i s  p o i n t  b u t  o n l y  25m away t o  t h e  s o u t h  beyond a  t h i n  
l i m e s t o n e  r i d g e ,  t h e  base  of which was honeycombed wi th  p a s s a g e s  a t  l a k e  
l e v e l .  There was a b s o l u t e l y  no e v i d e n c e  of t h e r e  e v e r  be ing  a  f l o w  ' i n l a n d '  
from t h i s  p o i n t ;  a  s m a l l  s t r e a m  from t h e  p e n i n s u l a  marshlands  i n  f a c t  f l o w s  
s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  l a k e  th rough  t h e  c a v e  sys tem,  which w a s  named: 

K i l b e ~  Rav Caves 

A passage-by-passage d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h i s  complerr cave  would be t e d i o u s .  
Most of t h e  s y s t e m  c o n s i s t s  of roomy g a l l e r i e s  w i t h  wais t -deep wate r ,  w i t h  
dim d a y l i g h t  v i s i b l e  a lmos t  everywhere  f rom t h e  numerous e n t r a n c e s  on b o t h  
s i d e s  of t h e  r i d g e .  A t  e a s t  and  west  e n d s  of t h e  s y s t e m  were s m a l l e r  more 
c rawly  p a s s a g e s ,  marking q u i t e  d e f i n i t e  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  cave development.  The 
l a r g e s t  chamber, a t  t h e  f o o t  of a  b o u l d e r  s l o p e  f rom t h e  main ' i n l a n d '  
e n t r a n c e ,  is q u i t e  i m p r e s s i v e  and  e x t e n d s  t h e  whole width  o f  t h e  r i d g e .  
T o t a l  su rveyed  passage  l e n g t h  came t o  366m ( 1 2 0 0 ' ) .  A s  n o t e d  on o u r  
p r e v i o u s  v i s i t  q u i t e  complex ' s h o r e l i n e '  c a v e s  a r e  found a l o n g  much of t h e  
s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  Ki lbeg  Bay Caves be ing  no more t h a n  a n  
u n u s u a l l y  we l l  developed example,  its development pe rhaps  a i d e d  by a s m a l l  
f l o w  of wa te r  f rom t h e  n o r t h .  
The l a k e  l e v e l ,  and w i t h  it t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  c a v e s ,  seems t o  v a r y  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  During o u r  week a t  K i l l a r n e y ,  which c o n t a i n e d  some q u i t e  
heavy r a i n  f o l l o w i n g  a l o n g  d r y  s p e l l ,  t h e  l a k e  l e v e l  r o s e  around 0 . 6 ~ .  



This  might mean t h a t  much of t h e  cave is sumped o f f  dur ing  t h e  winter  
months, 

s h  Caves 

From t h e  na tu re  t r a i l  a longs ide  t h e  ' i n l and '  e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  Kilbeg Bay 
system, t h e  edge of t h e  l imestone r idge  can be fol lowed t o  both e a s t  and 
west. To t h e  west,  c.100m from t h e  main caves ,  a n  obvious en t r ance  was 
found dropping i n t o  a wet passage i n  which t h e  water  f e e l s  no t i ceab ly  
co lde r  t han  i n  t h e  Kilbeg Bay system, i . e .  t h i s  is presumably ' i n l a n d '  
d ra inage  r a t h e r  than  t h e  warmer l ake  water ,  a l though a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
l e v e l  m u s t  be s l i g h t .  About 20m of small  passage were explored  ( see  ske t ch  
p lan)  be fo re  t h e  way on became very small  and nas ty ,  a l though perhaps still 
passable .  The l imestone edge beyond t h i s  po in t  was not  looked a t .  

Walking e a s t  from t h e  na tu re  t r a i l ,  s e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  of i n t e r e s t  were noted 
a s  t h e  edge of t h e  l imestone knol l  swings NE and becomes a  c l i f f  10-20m 
high. The s t r eam which f lows through Kilbeg Bay Caves appears  t o  be f e d  i n  
pa r t  by dra inage  from a  marshy a r e a  and i n  p a r t  from a  p a i r  of r i s i n g s .  One 
of t h e s e  was from a  low cave,  t i g h t  and unpleasant  looking.  Near t h e  second 
an open hole  dropped i n t o  a  s i m i l a r l y  c o n s t r i c t e d  passage, perhaps t o o  
t i g h t .  

Continuing N E ,  s e v e r a l  small  ho le s  'were passed a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  c r ag  - 
t h e  f i r s t  few were not f u l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  but  f u r t h e r  a long  it was obvious 
t h a t  nego t i ab l e  passages were running i n t o  t h e  k n o l l ,  and PFR grove l l ed  
underground t o  explore  a  s e r i e s  of wet and crawly passages gene ra l ly  
p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e ,  with a  whole s e r i e s  of e n t r a n c e s  ( through which 
Jayne, who had wisely remained on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  was a b l e  t o  fo l low h i s  
subter ranean  p r o g r e s s ) .  The system extended a s  f a r  a s  t h e  no r th  end of t h e  
kno l l ,  t o  w i th in  a  few metres  of t h e  tarmac road ,  where some d r i e r  hands- 
and-knees passage turned  back south  aga in  t o  a low wet s e c t i o n n l o o p i n g  back 
t o  form a  ' round t r i p '  a t  one of t h e  en t r ances  p rev ious ly  passed. 

The cave is of a  type  here  termied f o r  convenience a  ' k n o l l  s i d e  c a v e ' ;  
t he se  seem t o  be common on t h e  peninsula .  They appear  t o  be formed by water 
flowing a long  t h e  edge of t h e  marshland a r e a s  which l i e  between t h e  wooded 
k n o l l s  and r i d g e s  of l imestone.  A thorough survey  would doub t l e s s  r evea l  
many more such caves ,  a l though t h e i r  na tu re  would probably be r a t h e r  
un insp i r ing .  

The Crag Cave System. Cas t l e i s l an r l  

References i n  Coleman's 'Caves of I r f e l a n d '  l e d  u s  t o  t h e  Crag House a r e a ,  
BE of C a s t l e i s l a n d  and t o  an  obvious open cave i n  a  roads ide  quar ry .  This  
was obviously a system of some importance: l o c a l  enqu i ry  suggested t h a t  it 
had been p a r t l y  explored but  t h a t  ' o u t s i d e  cave r s '  had not  v i s i t e d  i t .  602m 
(2000' ) of passage were then  explored and surveyed i n  t h e  main system and 
then  a  choke dug (from t h e  s u r f a c e )  t o  g ive  u s  a cces s  t o  a  p rev ious ly  



untrogged lower s e c t i o n  of t h e  same streamway,256m (850 ' )  long. What we d i d  
not know was t h a t  John Gunn and o t h e r  cave r s  had ' found' and surveyed t h e  
main system only  two months before .  John has  publ i shed  h i s  account and 
survey i n  t h e  I r i s h  N a t u r a l i s t s  Journa l  2 0 ,  1982; p r i o r  t o  hea r ing  of t h i s  
t h e  MSG survey  appeared i n  'Caves & C.aving 15, 1982. lrlorals can  be drawn 
from a l l  t h i s  - even d e t a i l e d  ' l o c a l  enqui ry '  may not  be a l l  t h a t  r e l i a b l e  
i n  I r e l and .  . . . The two su rveys  c o r r e l a t e d  remarkably we l l ,  which must be 
some conso la t ion  f o r  both s e t s  of surveyors .  In  1983 Mart in  F a r r  d ived  t h e  
te rmina l  sump of t h e  main cave t o  f i n d  a  very  major ex t ens ion  with f i n e  
formations,  t h e  sump being soon bypassed by a  s h o r t  d i g ,  and i n  1985 John 
Gunn engineered an  underground rou te  between t h e  main cave and t h e  M S G ' s  
lower cave,  which has  a l s o  now been connected with t h e  r i s i n g  a f t e r  some 
digging t o  lower water l e v e l s ;  by 1985 t h e  l eng th  of t h e  Crag System s t o o d  
a t  3810m (12500')  making i t  t h e  e i g h t h  longes t  i n  I r e l a n d .  Accounts and 
surveys  of t h e  progress ing  exp lo ra t ion  of Crag Cave and o t h e r  f i n d s  i n  t h e  
a r ea  ( t h e  Vale of T ra l ee  k a r s t )  have appeared i n  'Caves & Caving' and it is 
unneccesary t o  f u r t h e r  c h r o n i c l e  them here .  

Sketch Maps (not  t o  s c a l e )  showing loca t ion  of Kilbeg Bay 

and Marsh Edge Caves on t h e  Muckross Peninsula 
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The Dungarvan-Cawwoauin Area. Cnunty Waterford 

The ex i s t ence  of n a t u r a l  caves i n  t h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  low-lying l imestone a r e a  
has been known f o r  many years;  a number a r e  l i s t e d  by Coleman (1). This  
account and o t h e r s  re ferenced  t h e r e i n  concen t r a t e  on t h e  a rchaeologica l  
i n t e r e s t  of t h e  s i t e s ,  and a r e  somewhat l ack ing  i n  d e t a i l  a s  r ega rds  t h e  
ex t en t  and morphology of t h e  caves themselves.  

The a r e a  was v i s i t e d  by a small  MSG group i n  September 1983, a t  t h e  
sugges t ion  of Gareth Jones.  The p a r t y  s t a y e d  a t  a co t t age  i n  Cappoquin. 
Despite some d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  l o c a t i n g  cave en t r ances ,  s e v e r a l  systems were 
explored and surveyed. Most of t h e  underground work was c a r r i e d  out  by 
Franceen Brown, Richard Gibson, Jon Stamp and Pe te  Byder. 

The Fal lynacourty Areak 

Enquiring a t  t h e  Old M i l l ,  we were d i r e c t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  l o c a l  cave 
en t rances .  Ballvnacourtv Quarry Cave ( X  195954) was loca t ed  4.5m up i n  one 
corner  of a d i sused  quarry about 400m e a s t  of t h e  Old 'Mill. Running water 
is s a i d  t o  be aud ib l e  here  a f t e r  heavy r a i n .  The cave is a s h o r t  l ength  of 
anc i en t  h e a v i l y - i n f i l l e d  p h r e a t i c  tunnel  ending i n  chokes; it was surveyed 
and proved t o  be 130' (39.5111) long.  

Tiw Cave ( X  197953) i n  a c l i f f  f ace  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of a l ane  c.230m e a s t  
of t h e  quarry,  proved t o  be an i n i t i a l l y  roomy passage leading  t o  a boulder 
co l l apse  around t r e e  r o o t s ;  a crawl on t h e  l e f t  was pushed t o  a choke. 
Length 14m. A s t ream s i n k  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  l ane  nearby looked 
thoroughly choked, a s  d i d  a second ( t h a t  of t h e  m i l l  s t ream) sou th  of t h e  
Old M i l l .  In t h e  next f i e l d  t o  t h e  west of t h i s  another  s t r eam en te red  
Killeecihal Swallet  (X 192953); an  en t rance  2.5m wide by 1.2m high looked 
promising. but t h e  s t ream was soon l o s t  i n  t h e  f l o o r  and t-he bouldery crawl 
beyond choked 15m i n .  A few metres  t o  t h e  e a s t  Richard dug open a low 
ent rance  and explored 12m of sinall passage t o  a choke. 

A more i n t e r e s t i n g  cave was shown t o  u s  a t  floanagaloor (Cnnlanav) (X190951), 
s t r a n g e l y  s i t e d  i n  a dense bramble t h i c k e t  on a h i l l t o p ,  Ins ide  t h e  
t h i c k e t ,  i t s e l f  q u i t e  a formidable obs t ac l e ,  is a s p e c t a c u l a r  p i t .  Cautious 
descent  of a s t e e p  s l o p e  l i t t e r e d  with bones and animal remains l e a d s  down 
t o  t h e  l e v e l  f l o o r  of a f l a t - r o o f e d  chamber 30m a c r o s s  and 10m high. On t h e  
l e f t  is a r i f t  passage ending i n  a choke a f t e r  c.30111, and on t h e -  r i g h t  a 
t i n y  s t r eam f lows i n t o  a c o n s t r i c t i o n  which we bypassed by a s h o r t  d i g  t o  
r e j o i n  t h e  s t r eam i n  a chamber with an  8m aven; t h e  s t r eam promptly 
disappeared i n t o  an  impassable s l o t .  Big passages obviously e x i s t  here  
somewhere, but  t h e  problem is how t o  e n t e r  them. The bes t  p o s s i b i l i t y  may 
be down through t h e  boulder choke which f l o o r s  t h e  30m long r i f t .  

The Whitechurch Area, 

The remainder of our  week- i n  Waterford was occupied by a p a i r  of very 
i n t e r e s t i n g  caves i n  t h e  grounds o f t h e  Whitechurch House Hotel.  I n  a fenced 
clump of t r e e s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  h o t e l  d r i v e  is another  Ooanagolaor, with 
a r a t h e r  s i m i l a r  gloomy p i t - l i k e  en t rance  t o  its nearby namesake. In t h e  



woods f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  we found two f u r t h e r  open p i t s  dropping i n t o  
Brothers '  Cave, which has  a t h i r d  en t r ance  i n  a n  overgrown quar ry  over  t h e  
boundary wall t o  t h e  sou th .  Grid.  r e f  f o r  bo th  systems is XI56954 

A f a i r l y  lengthy  account  of t h e  d iscovery ,  e x p l o r a t i o n  and excavat ion  of 
Brothers '  Cave (which t a k e s  its name from t h e  two s o n s  of Lieut-Colonel 
Forsayeth,  who f i r s t  found i t )  has  been publ i shed  ( 2 )  but  un fo r tuna te ly  
without any p l ans  o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  whatsoever. 

The cave c o n s i s t s  of two d i s t i n c t  s e c t i o n s .  The two p i t s  i n  t h e  wood and 
t h e  broad g a l l e r y  from t h e  qya r ry  ewntrance a l l  u n i t e  i n  a  l a r g e  and 
complex chamber with much evidence of t h e  Forsaye ths '  a r chaeo log ica l  
excavat ions in  the  form of packwalls  e t c .  From t h i s  chamber two r o u t e s  l e a d  
i n t o  a  lower- level  s e r i e s  of r i f t s  and sma l l  passages.  There a r e  sone good 
but ' o l d '  forinations i n  t h e  passage from t h e  sma l l e r  of t h e  two p i t s ,  which 
is cl imbable with t h e  a i d  of a  handl ine . Tota l  surveyed l eng th  was 225m 
( 7 3 9 f t ) .  Not a l l  t h i s  passage would have been a c c e s s i b l e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
a r chaeo log ica l  d iggings  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade of t h i s  cen tu ry ;  both p i t  
en t r ances  were completely s e a l e d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  work. 

This  proved t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  ' f i n d '  of our  exped i t i on .  The Lieut-  
Colonel ' s  work here seems t o  have been conf ined  t o  t h e  t w i l i g h t  zone of t h e  
g r e a t  chamber i n t o  which t h e  en t r ance  c o l l a p s e  drops.  Seve ra l  passages l e a d  
o f f  from t h i s ,  some narrow r i f t s  which t r e n d  towards t h e  lower s e r i e s  of 
Brothers '  Cave. Forsayeth proved a smoke connect ion he re  and t h e  unexplored 
gap is only  about 10m, but  t h e  passages which might provide  t h e  connec t ion  
a r e  small  and badly s h a t t e r e d .  - -- 
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  passage t r e n d s  e a s t  from t h e  e n t r a n c e  chaziber and is a 
mul t i - leve l  p h r e a t i c  development, t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  u n i t i n g  i n  a  broad 
bedding passage which seemed t o  g e t  t o o  low a f t e r  about  20m. Richard 
managed t o  squeeze over  a  boulder  i n  a  narrow r i f t  passage on t h e  l e f t  
here ,  and t h e  remainder of t h e  p a r t y  soon saw h i s  lamp ahead through t h e  
' t o o  low' s e c t i o n  - t h i s  w a s  on ly  a  couple  of metres  long,  and a l i t t l e  
en t rencher  work saw u s  a l l  through.  

The v i r g i n  cave beyond possessed  many i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s .  Complexes of 
low and smal l  passages (a l i t t l e  d igg ing  was necessary  i n  a  couple of 
p l aces )  and q u i t e  roomy chambers a l t e r n a t e ,  with some dramat ic  d i s p l a y s  of 
formations.  Occasional p i t s  i n  t h e  f l o o r  drop  about  8m t o  pools  which we 
assumed were a t  l o c a l  s a t u r a t i o n  l e v e l .  V i r t u a l l y  everywhere t h e  c l a y  f i l l  
is deep and undis turbed;  a g r e a t  number of bones l i e  on t h e  f i l l  o r  a r e e  
bur ied  i n  it ( a s  we found when we had t o  skim of f  a  few cm i n  o rde r  t o  p a s s  
c o n s t r i c t i o n s ) ;  a  few samples were r e t r i e v e d  and proved t o  be s k u l l s  of p i g  
and c a t ,  wi th  one sawn cow bone p o i n t i n g  t o  human occupat ion a t  some 
per iod .  . 

After  t h e  second decora ted  chamber a  r a t h e r  obscure ho le  drops i n t o  a n  
a t t r a c t i v e  bedding crawl which, a f t e r  ano the r  chamber wi th  p h r e a t i c  roof 
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pendan ts  and a s t a l a g m i t e  f low,  f i n a l l y  emerges  i n t o  a l a r g e r  c a v e r n  2-3m 
h igh  w i t h  a c r a c k e d  mud f l o o r  and t r e e  r o o t s  d a n g l i n g  from t h e  r o o f .  Two 
r o u t e s  t o  t h e  r .  communicate w i t h  a second  and  l a r g e r  chamber w i t h  a f l o o r  
of a n g u l a r  d e b r i s  and a g e n e r a l  a i r  o f  i n s t a b i l i t y .  T h i s  is o n l y  t h e  
antechamber t o  a f a r  more a l a r m i n g  s c e n e ;  a crawl up a s c r e e  s l o p e  l e a d s  
ou t  o n t o  a ba lcony  o v e r l o o k i n g  a g r e a t  gloomy v o i d ,  Sheo l .  Huge s l a b s  a r e  
p e e l i n g  from a  s h a t t e r e d  r o o f  w h i l s t  t h e  f l o o r  is r i v e n  by a chasm edged by 
w a l l s  of t o t t e r i n g  b o u l d e r  r u c k l e ;  a s c e n t  of f r e s h l y - b r o k e n  l i m e s t o n e  hung 
on t h e  a i r .  YThe o n l y  p o s s i b l e  way fo rward  was a l o n g  a l e d g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  1. 
w a l l .  R ichard  s a l l i e d  f o r t h e r  b u t  soon  r e t u r n e d  w h i t e  and  s h a k i n g  - he had 
looked back and r e a l i s e d  what he w a s  walking over!  PFR set  o u t  and p a r t  of 
t h e  bou lder  ' f l o o r '  s h i f t e d  a few c m  b e n e a t h  him. A d i s c r e e t  and  q u i e t  
r e t r e a t  w a s  made. 

Thus f a r ,  Ooanagoloor h a s  p rov ided  320m ( 1 0 0 0 f t )  of p a s s a g e ,  The v o i d  of 
Sheol - e s t i m a t e d  dimensions  a t  l e a s t  30m l o n g ,  10m wide and 12m h i g h  - is 
comparable i n  s c a l e  w i t h  t h e  En t rance  Chamber. The c o l l a p s e  which produced 
t h e  p r e s e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  cave  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  some f a i r l y  remote  d a t e ,  and  
a l l  now seems s t a b l e  i n  its v i c i n i t y ;  Sheo l  seems t o  be on t h e  ve rge  of a 
s i m i l a r  e v e n t .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a f a c t o r  a c c e l e r a k i n g  
n a t u r a l  g e o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  becane c l e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  nex t  week a s  t h e  
su rvey  was p l o t t e d .  The f i n a l  chambers t r e n d  benea th  t h e  h o t e l  d r i v e  (hence 
t h e  d a n g l i n g  t r e e  r o o t s ;  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a s s a g e s  a r e  b e n a t h  open p a s t u r e ,  b u t  
t r e e s  l i n e  t h e  d r i v e ) .  Sheol  i t s e l f  seem5 t o  u n d e r l i e  t h e  h o t e l  f o r e c o u r t ,  
o r  even t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f ;  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  how t h e  chamber roof  
can be more t h a n  5m benea th  t h e  s u r f a c e .  

The management of t h e  h o t e l ,  pe rhaps  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  have no t  de igned  t o  
r e p l y  t o  our  l e t t e r s  ( s e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  a copy of t h e  s u r v e y )  in forming  them 
of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  However, t h e  sudden appearance o f  a v e r y  l a r g e  h o l e  
indeed benea th  t h e  wheels  of a  d e l i v e r y  l o r r y  o r  coach  s e e x s  a n  
uncomfor tably  imminent p o s s i b l i t y  i f  n o t  a  p r o b a b i l i t y .  

Ooanagoloor (Whitechurch? t h u s  d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  
ways. A more thorough e x p l o r a t i o n  and p e r h a p s  a n  a c c u r a t e  re - survey  (we had 
problems w i t h  t h e  Siiunto compass s t eaming  up and it had t o  be r e a d  ' o v e r  
t h e  t o p '  on o c c a s i o n s )  might h e l p  pe rsuade  t h e  h o t e l  owner t o  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  
a v e r t  a  p o s s i b l e  c a l a m i t y .  From bo th  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and  p a l a e o n t o l o g i c a l  
p o i n t s  of view t h e  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  seem t o  be of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  and  
demand i n s p e c t i o n  and sampl ing  by p r o p e r l y - q u a l i f i e d  pe rsons .  

The second week of t h e  1953 expedi t ion-cum-hol iday w a s  s p e n t  a t  
Ballyvaughan i n  County C l a r e .  I t  r a i n e d  c o n t i n u a l l y  s o  t r i p p i n g  round 
a n c i e n t  monuments t o o k  precedence o v e r  underground a c t i v i t y ;  a l l  of t h e  
l a t t e r  we c o u l d  manage w a s  be ing  t o u r i s t s  i n  t h e  Ailwee Cave and a b r i e f  
t r i p  by Richard and PFR i n t o  Cul laun  1. 

Refe rences  
(1) J .  C. Coleman, Caves of I r e l a n d  (1955) 71-73 
(2 )  R.W.Forsayeth,  'The B r o t h e r s '  C a v e ' ,  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  Roval S o c i e t v  
p f A n t i a u a r i e s  of IrelaodLXI (1931) 179-201 



I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  God's Bridge a r e a  was reawakened i n  May 1986 when va r ious  
s i n k s  f o r  t h e  presumed-but-yet-undiscovered Lower River  Cave were probed. 
Following t h e  d r y  s e c t i o n  of r i ve rbed  below t h e  lower s i n k s ,  a small hole 
was noted i n  a c l i f f  on t h e  sou th ,  a longs ide  and about  a metre above t h e  
r ive rbed  (NY 965128). Af t e r  a l i t t l e  d igging  one could  wriggle  i n  througb 71 

pool i n t o  a bedding passage 1 . 2  metres  wide and 0 . 3  metres  h igh ,  running 
roughly p a r a l l e l  wi th  t h e  r iverbank.  15 metres  i n  was a l i t t l e  c r o s s - j o i n t  
'chamber' b i g  enough t o  two t o  sit up i n ;  beyond t h e  bedding s p l i t  i n t o  
two, which obviously re -uni ted  beyond a very low s e c t i o n .  On a second v i s i t  
Tim E l l i o t  managed t o  squeeze through t h i s  i n t o  a n  e a s i e r  0 . 5  metre high 
crawl,  which however soon ended i n  a silt bank wi th  a b i g  f a l l e n  block 
v i s i b l e  beyond. Fa in t  d a y l i g h t  from a s i d e  f i s s u r e  shows t h a t  t h i s  po in t  is 
still c l o s e  t o  t h e  c l i f f ;  f l ood  d e b r i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  wet weather t h e  
cave probably s e r v e s  a s  a subter ranean  ox-bow t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  Gre ta .  I t  was 
a t  f i r s t  hoped t h a t  it might l e a d  i n t o  t h e  underground course  of t h e  r i v e r  
but t h i s  now seems u n l i k e l y .  Suggested naae Gretabank Hale; t o t a l  exglored 
l eng th  is c . 4 0  metres .  
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GRETABANK HOLE Gr.1 sketch. 

On another  t r i p  i n  October,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  d r y  weeks, PFIi and Leigh Blanks 
had a look a t  t h e  upstream end of t h e  River Cave, i n  hopes of a non-diving 
rou te  through sump i. Th i s  was not t o  be; from t h e  f i n a l  chamber of t h e  
' o l d '  cave a 10m r i f t  l e d  t o  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  round-the-corner duck, with 
only minimal a i r s p a c e ,  i n t o  a r i f t  chamber with chest-deep water ,  Af t e r  
another  10m t h i s  c lo sed  t o  another  duck and a d e f i n i t e  sump, t h e  underwater 
rou te  being 0 . 6  metre below t h e  s u r f a c e .  

C l  i n t s  Caves. Ireshoweburn, Weardale 

Re-reading t h e  a r t i c l e  about  John Hawkes' water - t rac ing  experiments  here  
(MSG 5 1 . 7 )  i t  was decided t h e r e  was p o t e n t i a l  f o r  some new cave ,  s o  Rich 
Gibson and P e t e r  Ryder r e v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  on 2 . 6 . 8 6 .  Cave 1 seemed t o  have 
t h e  most p o t e n t i a l ;  most of t h e  s t r eam comes i n  from a low bedding on t h e  
l e f t  i n  t h e  te rmina l  'chamber ' ,  wh i l s t  a s inal ler  s t r eam comes i n  a t  t h e  end 
of t h e  chambe from a passage Rich pushed 6m t o  a p o s s i b l e  d i g .  KeanwhLle 
FFR dug i n t o  a tube  on t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  chamber and gained n d r y  tube 
a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  :Om t o  where t h e  f l o o r  ro se  up and d igging  would be 
npcessnr7; t h e r e  seems t o  be l a r g s r  pas:sa:z;.f v i s i b l e  ah226 h e r e .  33lf >;zT; 



back t o  t h e  en t r ance  t h e r e  is a d r y  bedding going o f f  l e f t  ( looking 
upstream) which might l i n k  with t h e  main s t r eam i n l e t  i n  t h e  chamber: Rich 
pushed t h i s  f o r  15m but  aga in  d igging  would be necessary  in '  a low and 
awkward passage. So t h e  t o t a l  l eng th  of t h e  cave most be c l o s e  t o  90m now, 
with p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  much aga in .  Looking f o r  t h e  s i n k s  f o r  t h i s  
cave, anew yhole was uncovered i n  t h e  S bank of Cu t th roa t  Syke 150111 
upstream of t h e  cave. A sca l loped  r i f t  t w i s t s  f o r  5m t o  a 5 m  climb down 
i n t o  a chamber; d e s p i t e  a good draught ,  t h e  only ways on were an  impassable 
f l o o r  l e v e l  bedding and a couple of t i n y  i n l e t s  - n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  hole  
m e r i t s  t h e  name ' C l i n t s  Cave 4 ' .  C l i n t s  Cave 3, i n  t h e  e a s t  bank of Grooves 
Cleugh above t h e  w a t e r f a l l ,  was looked a t  as we l l .  Th i s  is about 15m long 
and 6m deep: a r i f t  d rops  t o  a ' T'  - j unc t ion  with a r i f t  passage,  t oo  t i g h t  
t o  t h e  r i g h t  and c l o s i n g  t o  nothing a f t e r  6m t o  t h e  l e f t .  

r v  Burn Caves. near  A13ton. p 

On 1 8 . 6 . 8 5  Rich Gibson, Franceen and P e t e r  Ryder had a look a t  t h e  long d ry  
gorge where Dry Eurn goes underground i n  t h e  Scar  Limestone. Two 'new' 
ho le s  were found. The f i r s t  is a resurgence cave on t h e  E s i d e  of t h e  
s t ream at  t h e  cornmencement of t h e  second of t h e  two s e c t i o n s  of l imestone 
gorge above t h e  road. Th i s  is a body-sized wet tube  which Rich pushed f o r  
about Qm, t o  where a l i t t l e  w a t e r f a l l  could  be heard ahead but  t h e  passage 
was becoming even lower. Quite  probably no one had bothered t o  worm t h e i r  
way up t h i s  cave before ,  and q u i t e  poss ib ly  no one w i l l  bo ther  t o  do s o  
aga in .  Grid Ref is about NY 723418. The second hole  found was a s i n k  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  road t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  Eurn a t  NY 724422: under a s l a b  was an  open 
r i f t  i n t o  a chamber with s e v e r a l  choked r i f t s  o f f .  3n deep, 6m long. 

,-. Sim3holm Well, b a r s d a l e .  near  S lagnpford  

In summer 1985 (no one remembered t o  wr i t e  up t h e  log )  a f o r a y  was made t o  
t h e  Great Limestone outcrop  i n  Knarsdale on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  South Tyne 
v a l l e y .  A promising-looking r i s i n g  was found a t  Simsholm Well (NY 672528). 
Lowering t h e  water l e v e l  of t h e  resurgence pool exposed an  i n v i t i n g  t u b u l a r  
crawl,  somewhat damp. We d i d n ' t  have caving  gear  with u s  s o  Rich Gibson 
essayed an exp lo ra t ion  i n  a s t a t e  of na tu re ,  a ided  by verba l  encouragement 
from t h e  sane r  members of t h e  pa r ty .  Sadly,  d e s p i t e  t h i s  h e r o i c  e f f o r t  t h e  
cave ended i n  a c o l l a p s e  from t h e  s u r f a c e ,  with t r e e  r o o t s  i n  i t ,  round t h e  
f i r s t  corner  8m i n . .  . . . We a l s o  had a d i g  a t  Ash Well (NY 670531) which 
looks  very promising a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  but b i g  b locks  of l imestone have 
f a l l e n  here  and e n t r y  would r equ i r ed  a more determined e f f o r t .  



SPELEO-ODDMENTS IN NORTHUNBERLAND AND DURHAM 

G r i t s t o n e  R i f t s  i n  E n r t h u m b e r l a ~  

Eorthumberland is a  b i g  county;  much of t h e  count ry  no r th  of t h e  Tyne is 
composed of t h e  same cyclothemic Carboniferous s t r a t a  seen  i n  t h e  Northern 
Pennine Dales,  but  l imes tones  a r e  t h i n n e r  and l e s s  wel l  exposed; s o  f a r  t h e  
only l imestone cave of any s i z e  is t h e  system a t  Ward's H i l l  Quarry near  
Rothbury (IUISG J 1 . 9 ,  pp. 17 & 1 8 ) .  Perusa l  of l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  c l imbing 
guides  e t c .  r e v e a l s  a  few ' caves '  i n  sandstone and g r i t  ou tcrops ;  a  few of 
t h e s e  have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th in  t h e  l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  years :  

Cateran Hole NTJ 1023 2367. 

A narrow 40-yard long f i s s u r e  ' on  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of Cateran H i l l '  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  Tomlinson's Guide t o  Northumberland (c .  1890) p.501. A f o r a y  by PFR i n  
Apri l  1985 f a i l e d  t o  l o c a t e  t h i s  - t h e  no r th  s i d e  of Cateran H i l l  was t h e  
g e n t l e s t  of hea thery  s l o p e s  with no c r a g s  o r  escarpments i n  s i g h t .  However, 
next year  t h e  new e d i t i o n  of t h e  0.  S .  1: 10,000 map was seen ,  wi th  t h e  Hole 
marked where Tomlinson s t a t e d .  By pacing on a  compass bear ing  i t  was found: 
i n  a  smal l  ' shakehole '  i n  almost- level  mcorland a f l i g h t  of s t o n e  s t e p s  
l ead  down i n t o  a  walking-size r i f t  with an  a r t i f i c i a l  s h e l f  c u t  i n t o  t h e  r. 
wall f o r  t h e  f i r s t  10m. Height v a r i e s  from 2 t o  3 m  a s  t h e  rubble  f l o o r  
g e n t l y  descends u n t i l  a t  30m from t h e  en t rance  s o f t  mud is met. 8m f u r t h e r  
on t h e  boulder roof d rops  and one m u s t  crawl i n  t h e  mud, i n t o  a  f i n a l  
l i t t l e  chamber beyond which is a  t o t a l  choke. Length c .  45m, depth  about 6m. 

The oddest  t h i n g  about Cateran Hole is its mode of formation.  Underground 
i t  looks  l i k e  a  convent ional  s l i p  r i f t ,  but  on t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e  s lope  is 
only s l i g h t .  Archaeologica l ly  t h e  p l ace  is i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  wel l ;  how o ld  a r e  
t h e  s t e p s ,  t h e  t r a c e s  of a  f i t t e d  door and t h e  c u t  s h e l f ?  Did i t  house an 
i l l i c i t  s t i l l ?  

For t hose  wishing t o  v i s i t  t h e  cave,  i t  l i e s  e x a c t l y  1 km from t h e  North 
Charl ton t o  Chill ingham road a t  Quarry  House. Head sou th  from t h e  road 
keeping, i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  t a l l  r a d i o  a e r i a l  beynnd. t h e  house j u s t  i n s i d e  
t h e  edge of t h e  wood bes ide  t h e  farm. The en t rance  c r a t e r  l i e s  a t  t h e  
c r e s t  of a  s l i g h t  r i s e .  

Cateran Rift RU 102 232 

On t h e  i n i t i a l  s e a r c h  f n r  Cateran  Sole  an  obvious s l i p  t r e n c h  was found 
120m south-west of t h e  c a i r n  on Cateran H i l l ,  j u s t  above a  g r i t s t o n e  s c a r .  
An obvious hole  i n  t h i s  drops  t o  a  t i g h t  s l o t ;  t h e  chamber v i s i b l e  through 
t h i s  was reached by a t h r u t c h  down through boulders  from t h e  t r e n c h  bottom 
a  few metres  away. Tota l  l eng th  about 15m ; another  t i g h t  en t r ance  nearby. 

ph Cove. GrasJlee.-, - F B u r n  NY 953958 - 
On t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  Gras s l ees  Burn is a majcr s l i p  a r e a ;  t h e  O.S. m p  
shows two fea tures  running parallel t o  the ccntoiira,  High and L a w  Cox.7e5. 
High Cove marks t h e  head of t h e  s l i p ,  which ex tends  down t o  t h e  va.lle:r 



C A T E R A N  H O L E  

Caternn H i l l ,  P a r i s h  of Chatton, Northumberland 
N.G.R. NU 'I023 2367 A l t .  c.847 metres O.D. 
Length c.45 m (150 f t )  Depth c.7 m (20 f t )  
G r  2/3 ske tch  survey PFR 30.9.86 

a r t i f i c i a l  Y I 

cu t-out  k b  bl . f 7  -r r 
, /' 

I f\ Csoss Sec t ions  A A 
I I 

P lan 

r- ---- 
- - - J  

n L T - - - -  - 
__ * 4 - - -- - - - - - - 2~-r. /ao@ 

2 o,oab4e0ra-oo?=---@ o & & m d -  - - ----.. -- - 

Lonbyitudinal Sect ion on 90° M 

Approximate Sca l e  

0 'I0 metres 
I , L . l . l . I I l  



f l o o r .  Law Cove is sha l lower  and g r a s s i e r ,  and looks  a s  i f  it may have 
opened then  c l o s e d  up a g a i n  when High Cove formed. 

A t  its sou th  end High Cove c o n s i s t s  of two p a r a l l e l  r i f t s  wi th  v e r t i c a l  
s i d e s  up t o  10m high. Fu r the r  no r th  is becomes more complex, d i v i d i n g  i n t o  
narrower zig-zag r i f t s  wi th  open s h a f t s  and boulder  b r idges ,  a l l  r a t h e r  
overgrown. A t r eache rous  s p o t  f o r  t h e  unwary. Four caves were explored;  
t h e r e  a r e  doub t l e s s  more. 

(1) On N s i d e  of r av ine  a t  f i r s t  break i n  c l i f f  from S end. Low t r i a n g u l a r  
hole  i n t o  small chamber dropping i n t o  a r a h e r  l a r g e r  chamber running S t o  
choke. Length 9m. 

(2) A t  f o o t  of same rock f ace  9m t o  t h e  N .  Two obvious en t r ances ,  t h e  
lower i n t o  a roomy 12m passage t o  a choke; t h e  s h o r t e r  (6m) upper passage 
has a manhole i n  its f l o o r  i n t o  t h a t  below. 

(3) In  t h e  ' r o c k  l a b y r i n t h '  towards t h e  Pi end of High Cove, 10m N of t h e  
nor thern  of t h e  two obvious t r e e s .  Climbable'  open s h a f t ,  scramble over 
boulders  t o  pool and impassable r i f t  on l e f t .  6m long and deeg. 

( 4 )  A few yards  WE of (3). Two en t r ances  6m a p a r t  connect i n  t h e  same 
bouldery chamber. 9m long,  6m deep. 

Hue1 Crao G R i f t s .  Hi&h - Rochester NY 829995 

Another one found through a r e f e rence  i n  t h e  cl imbing guide t o  a c r ag  
' o f f e r i n g  some underground climbing'  . Approached by a n  easy 10 minute walk 
from Hi l lock  Farm. The t h r e e  r i f t s  explored  a l l  l i e  wi th in  a huge s l i p p e d  
block below t h e  main c rag ;  t o  t h e  n o r t h  t h e  c r a g  develops i n t o  a more 
convent ional  g r i t s t o n e  edge. 

Descending from t h e  c l i f f - t o p  pa th  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  g u l l y  between c r a g  and 
block, t h e  g u l l y  can be followed s o u t h  u n t i l  a r o o f l e s s  r i f t  on t h e  r i g h t  
(west) p rovides  a way through t h e  block. In  t h e  r o o f l e s s  r i f t  is one of 
s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  of acces s  t o  cave 3 ,  a 30m complex of i n t e r s e c t i n g  f i s s u r e s  
t i l t e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e s  and r a r e l y  f a r  from d a y l i g h t .  Heading no r th  from 
t h e  lower end of t h e  r o o f l e s s  r i f t  and p a s t  another  en t rance  t o  cave 3, a n  
obvious en t rance  is found; t h i s  is cave 1, a t a l l  r i f t  16m long providing a 
s t r a igh t fo rward  through t r i p  t o  an  e x i t  a t  t h e  N end of t h e  s l i p p e d  block. 
A few metres from its e x i t ,  round t h e  corner  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  is t h e  low 
ent rance  t o  t h e  28m-long cave 2; a crawl opens i n t o  a s u r p r i s i n g l y  roomy 
passage 3 m  high by 2m wide, cont inuing  10m t o  where it d i v i d e s  i n t o  t h r e e  - 
a cl imb up on t h e  l e f t  t o  an e x i t  i n t o  t h e  g u l l y  above, and two r o u t e s  on 
t h e  r i g h t  i n t o  smal l  chambers with muddy pools  on t h e  f l o o r ,  ending i n  
boulder ruck le .  I 

Other r i f t s  doub t l e s s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  A few metres  south-west of t h e  
main en t rance  t o  cave 1 is a g u l l y  up which one can scramble onto t h e  t o p  
of t h e  main s l i p p e d  block.  In  its sou th  wall is a small cave emntance 
leading  i n t o  a deep and narrow r i f t  which was not  descended. .. . -. 



I h e  Nlne Year Aud Hole. Hulne Pa rk  NU 156 146 

In t h e  Duke of Northumberland's Hulne Park (pub l i c  a c c e s s  a t  weekends, on 
foo t  o n l y ) ,  bes ide  Cave Drive t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  C18 Gothick 
E r i z l e e  Tower. A mass of g r i t s t o n e  has  s l i p p e d  and t i l t e d  on a  s h o r t  s c a r p  
s lope ,  t h u s  producing t h e  cave. The main en t r ance  is very  l a r g e  and 
obvious; p ic turesque  appeal  is added t o  by t h e  s t o n e  f i g u r e  of a bearded 
f r i a r  and a  recumbent broken s t a t u e .  The roomy en t r ance  c o n t r a c t s  t o  a  
scramble through boulders  before  one emerges t o  d a y l i g h t  a g a i n  from a 
sma l l e r  ho le .  Length 12 m. 

Thomas Wedd~rburn ' s  Hole NU 0770 0996 

Another cave t h a t  has  appeared on r ecen t  l a rge - sca l e  O . S .  maps. In  Thrunton 
Wood, on a  s t e e p  north-facing s c a r p .  A r ecen t ly -c rea t ed  f o o t p a t h  runs  r i g h t  
p a s t  t h e  en t rance  which is s igned .  Wedderburn was a  no to r ious  mosstrooper 
who was run t o  e a r t h  and k i l l e d  here .  Simply a  s e r i e s  of h o l e s  formed by a  
mass of g r i t s t o n e  s l i p p i n g  down t h e  s c a r p  f a c e  - a 6m ' th rough t r i p '  from 
t h e  s igned  en t rance  opens i n t o  a  g u l l y  wi th  two p a r a l l e l  c a v e l e t s  going on 
a t  t h e  f a r  s i d e ,  each e x i t i n g  onto t h e  h i l l s i d e  a f t e r  ano the r  6m o r  s o .  

me Wannv Bver RY 934835 

' Northumberland. A Rock Climbing Guide' (ed. N.  E.  Haighton, Northumbrian 
Mountaineering Club 1979, p. 47) : 'The Great Wanny Fau l t  which l i e s  behind 
t h e  c rag - l ine  a  few hundred yards  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  main c r a g  provides  a  
q u a n t i t y  of subter ranean  cl imbing but  many of t h e  e n t r i e s  have been 
blocked' . 

The ' f a u l t '  is a n  obvious s l i p  r i f t  j u s t  behind t h e  g r i t s t o n e  escarpment,  
from which it d ive rges  a s  one moves e a s t .  A few ya rds  from t h e  point, a t  
which t h e  r i f t  breaks out  on t h e  c l i f f  f a c e  is a n  open r i f t  en t r ance  from 
which a  narrow passage l e a d s  t o  a  choke below a c l imb t o  a  t i g h t  e x i t -  
l eng th  10m. Another 30m beyond t h i s  ' e x i t '  removal of a  boulder  revea led  an  
openm ho le ;  a  t i g h t i s h  chimney dropped 5m t o  a  t i g h t i s h  r i f t  running 
westwards back t o  t h e  f i r s t  choke and eas twards  t o  another  boulder 
blockage. The roof is l a r g e l y  boulders  which have been p laced  t o  s e a l  t h e  
r i f t  a t  t h e  su r f ace ;  once it m u s t  have been an  open f i s s u r e  and t h u s  q u i t e  
hazardous t o  animals  e t c .  Length 35m, depth  7.5m. Fur the r  e a s t  aga in  
removal of another  boulder  d i s c l o s e d  a very narrow r i f t  (0.251~) not  
en t e red ;  s u r f a c e  i n d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  r i f t  d i e  out  i n  a  s e r i e s  of l i t t l e  
hollows. 

An Old Mine i n  Crag Wood. Hindley. 

Reputed t o  be a  s e c r e t  tunnel  t o  Bywell C a s t l e ,  2km t o  t h e  no r th ,  t h i s  is 
an  a r t i f i c i a l  tunnel  i n  thinly-bedded sandstone on t h e  west bank of t h e  
S t o c k s f i e l d  Burn about 300m nor th-eas t  of Hindley Ha l l ,  a t  around NZ 
054597. An obvious p o r t a l  a t  t h e  f o o t  of a  g u l l y  near  t h e  no r th  end of a 
l i n e  of c l i f f  l e a d s  i n t o  a  roughly-c i rcu lar  chamber 2m high  and 3 m  ac ros s .  
Beyond t h e  f l o o r  r i s e s  i n t o  a  r e g u l a r  square-cut  passage 10m long t o  a  
v e r t i c a l  1.Sm drop. Below t h i s  is a low chamber, narrowing t o  a  crawl over  
tubble  t o  a  pool - t h e  only cont in i la t ion  appears  t o  be a  low passage 
underwater,  but acces s  is r e s t r i c t e d  by rubble .  Tota l  l e n g t h  20m. No s i g n  





of  e i t h e r  c o a l  seams o r  m i n e r a l i s a t i o n .  The f i n a l  'sump' seems t o  be more 
o r  less a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  Burn o u t s i d e .  

.c 

Old Mine i n  

v) Hindley.  

_1 Ske tch  P l a n  G r .  1 

p s i a n  Limestone Caves i n  C o u n t ~  Durhaa 

Two small c a v e s  i n  ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o p o g r a p h i c  s i t u a t i o n s ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  A 181 
about  10 km S E  of Durham. 

Dene Hnuse Cave. NZ 347393 

A v e r y  consp icuous  e n t r a n c e  a t  t h e  head o f  a d r y  v a l l e y  runn ing  s o u t h ;  Dene 
House Farm is on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Cassop. J u s t  above t h e  e n t r a n c e  is a t r i g .  p o i n t  a t  l93m 0.  D. The cave  
e n t r a n c e  is a b o u t  dm wide and 2m h igh ;  i n s i d e  a  roomy chamber, housing a n  
an imals '  f e e d i n g  r a c k ,  e x t e n d s  back f o r  abou t  10m b e f o r e  sudden ly  c l o s i n g  
t o  a  t i n y  bedding which c l o s e s  do7m a f t e r  a bodylength .  

Thornlev Hall Cave. NZ 362383. 

1.5km f u r t h e r  S E ,  a t  t h e  head of a g u l l y  over look ing  a n o t h e r  southviard- 
t r e n d i n g  d r y  v a l l e y ,  is t h e  much s m a l l e r  e n t r a n c e  t o  a 5m l o n g  hands-and- 
knees  c r a w l .  T h i s  is l o c a l l y  s a i d  t o  have been a n  escape  t u n n e l  f rom 
Thornley H a l l  ( h e l d  by a C a t h o l i c  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s o  a n  escape  
t u n n e l  might have been u s e f u l ) ,  and t o  have been e x p l o r e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  
c e n t u r y  t o  a  roof  f a l l  ' n e a r  t h e  H a l l  ga rden  w a l l '  (about  30m away from t h e  
e n t r a n c e ) .  The cave seems t o t a l l y  b l i n d ,  s o  t h e  s t o r i e s  m u s t  be apocrypha l .  

Hownsgill Caves, Conse t t .  County D u r h m  EZ 097489 

Hownsgi 11 ' Caves' a r e  i n  fact  a semi-sub te r ranean  s a n d s t o n e  q u a r r y ,  found 
by f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f o o t p a t h  which r u n s  f rom t h e  A692 up t h e  v a l l e y  benea th  
t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  d i s u s e d  Hownsgill Viaduct  and  t a k i n g  t h e  t r a c k  which s t a r t s  
t o  ascend  t h e  east s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y  immediate ly  beyond; a f t e r  150m a 
q u a r r y  is found on t h e  l e f t  of  t h e  t r a c k .  There a r e  two s p a c i o u s  (c.8m 
s q u a r e )  g a l l e r i e s  runn ing  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  q u a r r y  f a c e ,  d i v i d e d  by a  s e r i e s  
of r o c k  p i l l a r s ,  and w i t h  numerous e n t r a n c e s .  There have been a few minor 
roof  f a l l s ,  b u t  one can  e a s i l y  walk t h r o u g h  i n  semi-day l igh t  f rom one end 
t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  a d i s t a n c e  of a b o u t  50m. There  a r e  g r a f f i t i  everywhere,  b u t  
o t h e r w i s e  a  f a i r l y  impress ive  p l a c e .  V i s i t e d  1 . 6 . 8 6  by Rich & Fran Gibson, 
wi th  P e t e r  & j u n i o r  Ryders.  



AND THE EXPLQUTIOB OF n1,D ASH CAVm. DERBYS- 

The s teep-s ided  d ry  v a l l e y  of Northern Dale, 3 km west of Matlock, winds 
its way down t h e  sou the rn  f l a n k  of Wensley Dale (not  t o  be confused with 
t h e  Yorkshire  Wensleydale! ) midway between t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  of Wensley and 
S n i t t e r t o n .  The lower s e c t i o n  of Northern Dale is wooded and gorge- l ike ,  
widening midway up t h e  s i d e  of t h e  main v a l l e y  be fo re  d i v i d i n g  i n t o  two 
sha l lower  d e c l i v i t i e s  and reaching  t h e  crest of what is i n  e f f e c t  a s t e e p  
d i p  s l o p e  j u s t  below Br igh tga t e  Farm. 

The a r e a  c o n t a i n s  both n a t u r a l  caves  and a v a s t  number of o l d  l e a d  mines: 
Br ightga te  Cave (SD 265599>, i n v e s t i g a t e d  and surveyed by MSG i n  1978 (1) 
is unusual i n  being one of t h e  few cave systems i n  t h e  a r e a  v i r t u a l l y  
untouched by t h e  miners. The broad mid-section of Northern Dale is r i d d l e d  
with mine s h a f t s ,  and is a p l ace  t o  t r e a d  war i ly  i f  one wishes t o  avoid  a n  
inadve r t en t  descent  i n t o  t h e  bowels of t h e  e a r t h .  Sone of t h e  sha l lower  
s h a f t s  he re  g ive  acces s  t o  T e a r s a l l  Pipe Caverns 11, a complex of mined and 
n a t u r a l  passages.  Lower down, a s  t h e  craggy lower s e c t i o n  of t h e  v a l l e y  
commences, t h e r e  a r e  open cave- l ike  en t r ances  on both s i d e s ;  on t h e  e a s t  
a r e  t h e  s e v e r a l  p o r t a l s  of Lords and Ladies  Mine, s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  of 
part-mined pa r t -na tu ra l  passages provid ing  a through t r i p  en l ivened  midway 
by an  easy  duck through a pool.  Opposite on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  v a l l e y  is 
a g ra s sy  c r a t e r  con ta in ing  t h e  en t r ance  t o  t h e  more ex tens ive  Old Ash Mine, 
with which t h i s  account is concerned. 

A s i m p l i f i e d  survey  of Old 
Ash Mine, produced by t h e  
Meta l l i f e rous  Mines 
Research Group, has  
appeared i n  p r i n t  ( 2 )  but  
we have been unable t o  
t r a c e  any pub1 i shed  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o t h e r  t han  a 
b r i e f  no te  by Rash (3). MSG 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e  began 
with t h e  work i n  Br igh tga t e  
Cave a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o ;  
a s  t h i s  proceeded Lords and 

i 
Ladies  Mine was v i s i t e d  on 
s e v e r a l  occas ions  but  Old 
Ash Mine was not  s e r i o u s l y  I 

I 

looked a t  u n t i l  12 th  Apr i l  
1982 when Pe te  Ryder, Geoff 

I 
I 

Tryon and Dennis Underwood 
made a b r i e f  i n s p e c t i o n  - 
t h e  l o g  comments "worth 
r e t u r n i n g  t o ,  a l though 
survey would be q u i t e  a 
task" .  A narrow n a t u r a l  r i f t  was noted,  "which a t h i n  person might be a b l e  
t o  pass" ,  dropping away downhill  from t h e  lowest po in t  i n  t h e  system, about 
30m i n  from t h e  en t r ance .  

On 25 th  X a v e ~ b e r  t he  se2s year  t h e  r e p u i s i t e  1 t h i n  person,  Richard Gibson, 
du ly  th ru t ched  h i s  way down t h e  narrow r i f t  i n t o  a small  chamber where a 





t r i c k l e  of water sp lashed  down from a  j o i n t  on t h e  l e f t  and t r i c k l e d  away 
down a  narrowing r i f t  ahead. Pe te  Ryder s t r u g g l e d  through t o  t h e  chamber, 
but t h e  next  few f e e t  of passage - a  s l i gh t ly -wide r  higher  l e v e l ,  above a  
narrowing r i f t  - were s t r i c t l y  f o r  Gibsons. Clawing away mud from a f a l s e  
f l o o r ,  Richard squeezed a long  t o  emerge i n t o  a  roomier passage and Old Ash 
Cavern was discovered - o r  red iscovered ,  a s  t h e  o l d  miners had been i n ,  but  
apparent ly  no-one e l s e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  cen tu ry  o r  two. 

The s o l o  exp lo re r  emerged from t h e  squeeze i n t o  a  roomy c r o s s  r i f t ,  
p inching out  t o  t h e  l e f t  and choked t o  t h e  r i g h t .  S t r a i g h t  ahead t h e  l i n e  
of t h e  en t rance  passage cont inued a s  a  narrow crawl t o  a  3m cl imb down i n t o  
another  c r o s s  r i f t  with a  choked sump beneath t h e  po in t  of e n t r y .  The main 
passage cont inued u p h i l l ,  becoming more tube - l ike  i n  s e c t i o n ,  and a f t e r  
choked c r o s s  r i f t s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  l e d  t a  a  junc t ion .  To t h e  r i g h t  a smll 
s t ream emerged from a  choked aven ewith some s h o r t  mined passages beyond, 
while t o  t h e  l e f t  (pass ing  an anc ien t  b a r r e l  and a  wooden spade)  a  s t e e p  
s lope  descended i n t o  a  roomy cavern 3m wide and 8m high.  Another small  
s t ream, s i n k i n g  i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  cascaded down from a  narrow r i f t  reached by a  
s h o r t  c l imb,  while a  r a t h e r  l a r g e r  s t r eam descended from a  boulder s l o p e  
leading  up i n t o  another  chamber. The obvious way on. a tube  i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  
soon choked, but s c a l i n g  a  s h o r t  wall a  t a l l  r i f t  was en te red ,  with m u l t i -  
coloured c a l c i t e  flows g l i s t e n i n g  on its wal l s .  This  well-decorated 
s e c t i o n ,  dubbed 'The Christmas Bo:rt ended where t h e  p h r e a t i c  tube  
disappeared i n t o  a  s o l i d  choke. 

Total  l eng th  of passage found, v i r t u a l l y  a l l  unmodified n a t u r a l  cave,  was 
arounmd 120m ( 4 0 0 ' ) .  The system was surveyed some weeks l a t e r  by Richard 
and f r i e n d s  from t h e  Yorkshire Speleo. Sac and Aireda le  Cave Club. Despi te  
digging a t t empt s ,  none of t h e  s i d e  passages could  be followed f o r  more than  
a few metres.  There a r e  one o r  two p o i n t s ,  now thoroughly choked, a t  which 
' t ' owd man' could have e n t e r e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  cave;  it is highly  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
he used t h e  present  way i n !  This  squeeze, on ly  passable  by t h e  small  and 
determined, imposes i ts  own acces s  r e g u l a t i o n s  and should h e l p  p r o t e c t  t h e  
mining r e l i c s  and c a l c i t e  formations.  I t  was i n i t i a l l y  hoped t h a t  one of a  
mult i tude of l ike ly- looking  d i g  s i t e s  i n  t i e  main mine complex might 
provide a  roomier acces s  t o  t h e  Cavern S e r i e s ,  but survey  shows t h a t  t h i s  
is un l ike ly ,  without a  g r e a t  dea l  of e f f o r t .  

The en t rance  t o  t h e  Old Ash system is i n i t i a l l y  a  hands-and-knees c rawl ,  
r a p i d l y  opening i n t o  a  walking-sized passage which promptly d i v i d e s  i n t o  a  
maze of t unne l s .  This  complexity is more apparent  t han  r e a l ,  a s  a l l  s i d e  
passages e i t h e r  end wi th in  a few metres o r  oxbow back t o  r e j o i n  t h e  main 
rou te .  The s imp les t  way through is t o  head downhill  through a  s e r i e s  of low 
but wide chambers. About 3 U m  from t h e  en t r ance  t h e  passage c l o s e s  t o  a  
b r i e f  f l a t  crawl opening onto a  junc t ion .  S t r a i g h t  ahead is t h e  rou te  i n t o  
t h e  Cavern S e r i e s ,  f o r  t h e  small and determined; o rd ina ry  mor ta l s  t u r n  
r i g h t  and ascend a  rock and rubble  s lope  through another  l i t t l e  complex of 
mined c a v i t i e s ,  up i n t o  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e r  chamber. Another s h o r t  f l a t - o u t  
grovel ,  under t h e  l e f t  wa l l ,  emerges i n t o  roomier passage aga in .  Turning 
l e f t  here  l e a d s  t o  a  choke i n  t h e  f l o o r  ( s i t e d  above t h e  squeeze i n t o  t h e  
Cavern S e r i e s ) ,  a  r i s e  which can be climbed with c a r e  t o  a  s h o r t  s e r i e s  of 
passages inc luding  a  f looded s h a f t ,  and a mined tunnel  with knee-deep water 



ending i n  a  forehead.  Turning r i g h t  on hands-and-knees through a  muddy pool 
l e a d s  t o  h igher  passage l i n e d  with packwalls of deads. A crawl t o  t h e  l e f t  
here l e a d s  i n t o  a  s h o r t  s e r i e s  of n a t u r a l  bedding pa.ssages; t h e  main 
passages were probably l i k e  t h i s  before  t h e  miners en l a rged  them. 

Continuing a long  t h e  walking-size g a l l e r y ,  t h e  r o u t e  t o  Eridge Cavern goes 
of f  on t h e  r i g h t  midway a long  t h e  walled s e c t i o n .  The walled p a r t  ends 
where t h e  roof lowers  t o  another  junc t ion .  Right here  is t h e  Kneebreaker 
Link, a r o u t e  t o  Eridge Cavern which does not  r e q u i r e  t a c k l e .  S t r a i g h t  on 
an easy  crawl g a i n s  he igh t  t o  q u i t e  a  roomy cavern with a  r i s e  (climbable?) 
on t h e  r i g h t  and a loop of high-level  passage up a s h o r t  c l imb on t h e  l e f t .  
S t r a i g h t  on ends i n  a  muddy c r a t e r  i n  t h e  f l o o r  (one p o s s i b l e  s i t e  f o r  a  
d i g  i n t o  t h e  Cavern S e r i e s ,  but not  an easy  p rospec t )  i n d  choked beddings 
up t o  t h e  l e f t .  

Bridge Cavers 

The ' o l d '  r ou te  t o  Bridge Cavern comences  a s  a n  ascending sandy crawl with 
a  good draught ;  t h i s  soon l e v e l s  off  and t h e n  s t a r t s  t o  descend, ga in ing  
s i z e  a s  a  wide s l a n t i n g  bedding. The g rad ien t  s t eepens  u n t i l  one c a u t i o u s l y  
s l i t h e r s  down onto a  ledge overlooking q u i t e  an  inipressive void ,  Bridge 
Cavern. A l i f e l i n e  is h igh ly  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  t h e  next s e c t i o n ,  an  exposed 
Cbut ea sy )  s h u f f l e  round t h e  t o p  of a  s h a f t  which p i e r c e s  t h e  rock s l o p e  
descending t o  t h e  ' b r i d g e '  . a n f d  t h e  c r o s s i n g  of t h e  ' b r i d g e '  i t s e l f ;  t h i s  
is i n  f a c t  a narrow a r e t e  between two gaping p i t s ,  with b lackness  overhead 
a s  a  g r e a t  shi i f t  s o a r s  up towards the  su face  4Om above. The s h a f t  t o p  is 
covered by t i n b e r s ;  descent  might well be f e a s i b l e .  

The s h a f t  i n  t h e  rock s l o p e  is an l l m  l adder  p i t c h  i n t o  a chamber i n t o  
which t h e  two p i t s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  ' b r idge '  a l s o  drop. This  is t h e  end of t h e  
descent  f o r  sundry a r t e f a c t s ,  inc luding  p a r t  of a n  e l d e r l y  motorcycle,  
thrown down t h e  s h a f t  from t h e  s u r f a c e .  Beyond t h e  d e b r i s  a descending 
passage l e a d s  t o  a  crawl and a  3m climb down t o  a  chamber with a  r i f t  which 
r i s e s  t o  a  massive choke and drops t o  a  dead end. 

Gingerly t r a v e r s i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  ' b r i d g e ' ,  t e r r a  firxla is rega ined  i n  a  roomy 
chamber, another  n a t u r a l  c a v i t y  modified by t h e  mines. The main r o u t e  ahead 
is through 30a o r  s o  of va r i ed  passage l ead ing  t o  a  second en la rged  n a t u r a l  
chamber a t  t h e  head of t h e  Mud Sha f t .  J u s t  before  t h i s  is reached t h e  
passage, a t  t h i s  po in t  a  bedding-like c rawl ,  s p l i t s  i n t o  t h r e e .  The two 
l e f t  hand r o u t e s  debouche onto a  v e r t i c a l  wal l  but  t h e  r i g h t  hand, with 
c a r e ,  t a k s  one t o  a muddy ledge  overlooking t h e  s h a f t .  The ledge  is t h e  
only p a r t  of t h e  chamber f l o o r  where one can s t a n d  o r  s i t ;  t h e  remainder is 
a s t e e p  funnel  dropping t o  t h e  v e r t i c a l  p a r t  of t h e  s h a f t .  A b o l t  be lay  
beside t h e  ledge a l lows  a  ladder  decent of 12m onto  a  s t e e p  s l o p e ,  g iv ing  
acces s  t o  a  f u r t h e r  100m o r  s o  of mined passages (not  surveyed) ,  t h e  
deepes t  p a r t  of t h z  O l d  Ash s y s t e s .  

b e e b r e a k e r  L i n k  

A more i n t e r e s t i n g  r o u t e  t o  Bridge Cavern was opened up on a n  evening t r i p  
e a r l y  i n  1983 when Pe te  Ryder, explor ing  a  s i d e  passage from Bridge Cavern, 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a vocal communication with Tom Megahey, and Dave Tuckett  who 
were i n  what was thought  t o  be a  completely d i f f e r e n t  s e r i e s  of passages.  A 





few minutes  d iggg ing  c l e a r e d  a r o u t e  th rough  miners '  deads  and t h e  l i n k  was 
made. 

From t h e  main r o u t e  a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d ,  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  beyond 
t h e  ' o l d '  Br idge Cavern passage  l e a d s  i n t o  a mined passage  t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  a 
f o r e h e a d ;  a few met res  b e f o r e  t h i s  a n a t u r a l  bedding d r o p s  away t o  t h e  
l e f t .  A s h o r t  c rawl  h e r e  l e a d s  t o  a j u n c t i o n ;  r i g h t  is a narrow r i f t  t o  a 
s h o r t  s e r i e s  of b l i n d  p a s s a g e s  and  s t r a i g h t  ahead is a p h r e a t i c  t u b e  w i t h  
a n  awkward up-and-over squeeze  round a l e f t  hand bend. On t h e  even ing  t h a t  
t h e  l i n k  was f o r g e d  Tom and  Dave passed  t h i s  c o n s t r i c t i o n  on t h e i r  way 
towards  Bridge Cavern b u t  P e t e  Ryder, t r a v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  
became wedged by t h e  knees  and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  become a f i x t u r e .  Escape o n l y  
came a f t e r  r e v e r s i n g  f o r  a bodylength  and  d i g g i n g  th rough  d e a d s  on t h e  
r i g h t  t o  p rov ide  a n  e a s i e r  way o u t ;  t h e  inward r o u t e  is now t o  t u r n  l e f t  a t  
t h e  j u n c t i o n  and t h e n  r i g h t  a g a i n ,  from which a s h o r t  crawl  opens  i n t o  a 
l a r g e r  s l a n t i n g  chamber. Dropping down o v e r  some b o u l d e r s  l e a d s  t o  a 
j u n c t i o n  wi th  a roomy mined passage  where t u r n i n g  r i g h t  under a h i g h  r i s e  
b r i n g s  one o u t  i n t o  a c o r n e r  of Br idge Cavern.  A s t e e p  r u b b l e  s l o p e  d r o p s  
away i n t o  one of t h e  p i t s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  ' b r i d g e '  bu t  t h i s  c a n  be passed  by 
c a r e f u l l y  c r a w l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l e f t  w a l l .  

The s u r v e y  o b v i a t e s  t h e  need f o r  a d e c r i p t i o n  of e v e r y  nook and  c ranny  i n  
t h e  sys tem - and t h e r e  a r e  many! Devotees of such  p l a c e s  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  be 
a b l e  t o  d i g  t h e i r  way i n t o  f u r t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of passage  o r  s c a l e  t h e i r  way 
i n t o  h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  Both s u r v e y  and account  might have been more e x t e n s i v e  
i f  more s u r v e y o r s  and e x p l o r e r s  c o u l d  have been coaxed i n t o  s p e n d i n g  more 
manhours i n  t h e  p l a c e .  

R .  S .  W. Gibson & P. F. Ryder 

(1) Ryder, P . F .  1979 B r i g h t g a t e  Cave, S n i t t e r t o n ,  Derbysh i re ,  
Tran3. - B r i t  . Cave Res. L s o c  .-. . Vo1.6 n o . 1 ,  1-4. 

(2 > Ford,  T . D .  1977 Limestor:es and Caves of t h e  Peak D i s t r i c t ,  428. 
Geo-Books, Geo-Abstracts L t d . ,  Worwich. 

( 3 )  Nash, D.  1957 . .  J u g  Holes  and t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  Matlock Mines, 
Trans 7 . Cave Res. G r o u ~ .  Vol. V no. 1, 22. 



Y a l t b ~  Wood Cay,= 

Herne H i l l  Caves a t  Yal tby  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p h r e a t i c  c a v e s  a r e  n o t  uncornqon i n  
t h e  Sou th  Yorksh i re  Kagnesian Limestone.  However, d e s p i t e  t r y i n g  t o  f o l l o w  
u p  rumours of 'big' c a v e s  known o n l y  t o  l o c a l  c h i l d r e n  ( " a r e  t h e r e  any 
CAVES round h e r e  sonny?" -"yerwhat m i s t e r ? " )  we've o n l y  come a c r o s s  one 
more. T h i s  l i e s  i o  I h l t b y  Wood 1.5km e a s t  of Herne H i l l ,  and w a s  s tumbled 
a c r o s s  by P e t e  Ryder w h i l s t  he was engaged i n  s u r v e y i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s i te : ;  i n  t h e  Wood, i n  e a r l y  1982. To f i n d  it f o l l o w  a t r a c k  r u n n i n g  s o u t h  
from t h e  Ae31 iuraltb;,. t o  T i c k h i l i  road  a t  SK 547920 f o r  300m t o  a  b r i d g e  
over  a minera l  l i n e  ( a c t i v e ,  a t  any  r a t e  i n  1092 when t h e r e  was a  t r a i n  
eTisrji hour o r  s o > .  A t  t h e  f a r  e a d  c f  t h e  b r i d g s  on t h e  1. s i l i e  one can  
scramble  dchm t a  t h e  c u t t i n a  f l o o r .  Pratzeed about  30m e a s t w a r d s  to f i n d  tlze 

-1 

obvious  e n t r a n c e  i n  t h e  F wal l  o f  t h e  c u t t i n s .  

The cave a s  e: izlorcd s o  f a r  i.= t h ?  pron:3u;2+ gf t:qo as.=,suli;s by Gsoff Tryori 
and PF!? G r i  su~:.:e:;:zi~;2 e-ening tri2.3 (2?,rd ant2 2 4 t h  A p r i l ) .  T1;:3 entrar,;:- wz.; 

. . found t o  saon  l ~ l o s e  d z ~ n  t c  2 b c u l d e r  ru:;kle,  c o n t a r n r c g ,  . wel l  2s 

b o u l d s r r ,  b-;ken gla.~?, a n i n a l  br-s- AL.-.2 a*., - z ?  a n  n l l  r z s t - F  giri t r a p .  B B C ' ~ ;  i n  t : 2~  - .   trance a r c h .  ~ i g  on +,he l e f h o p z n 2 . i  ~2 a thr-toh ,-?a;v-nslop and  cndsr  2 . > beddiilg i s t o  a  su rpr i : ; ing ly  - roo=:; c+-iamba- 8 3  l o n g  an& r ~ i + h  d r o ~ ~ ~ , i  
, . b l ~ ~ l r . ~  a t  tLe  f a r  end o'r.;truc-,ing ac%;s.s:s t~ a n  a.zsarer;t way on.  On t h e  - - A 

second v i s i t  ths .se  were a t t ack? ,?  bu t  t h e  .rri.,y 92 r;lc;e& c",,31j.r;> a f t e r  L.5m. ~h~ 
b c u l d a r  r i i ~ c k l ~  : s t r s i s h t  o;i f r o =  t h e  entra-.,:e was t h e n  s z a u l t e d ,  a  

'3 

'2i-2i?? c-ne? i n t s  a boiilderj- chamber beyoi;d which a s l o z c  rJrc.22e.l t o  a 
A 

lzla7-f l o o r e d  :raw1 3m wide ail,: h ig5 .  Th,=,ughtr; of  unlimited - r o z r + s s  i:ll;a I C 
t h e  bnwels cf  t h e  >rag Lize we-s ds-;hs.' f t e r  onl;f when a colla;.se w6.z - 

7 .  re5ched:  crai?i;nz ED a :zkecp r u b j l e  s l c p  l e d  i n t o  a  5m d i a ~ e t e r  c'pasY2er. - - 
2.5m h i g h  i n  t h ~  ceilt;?. Ther? tias no o b v i o u : ~  way on fror;i h e r e ,  but  a 
d raught  appes red  t o  be blowing i n  th rough  t h e  l o o s e  r u b b l e  round t h e  
p e r i m e t e r .  Th? d raught  riiy come f r o z  a  b i g  shakehole  on t h e  surfa,:e n e a r  
t h i s  co in*  ( n a t  s u r s e s e 2 ) .  Th? t o t a l  lenx'>- of ?-Le c a v s  is about  - 
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Three c a v e s  i n  L o v e r g i l l ,  a t r i b u t a r y  of C l i f f  Beck S of Thwaite i n  
Swaledale ,  had been poked a t  and surveyed  by MSG members i n  1971 (J1.5, 7- 
8 ) .  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  r e v i v e d  i n  1978, when t h e  S i n k  Cave ( t h e  l o n g e s t  
of t h e  t h r e e )  y i e l d e d  abou t  65m more passage ,  mainly due t o  Ar thur  
Champion's a b i l i t y  t o  b o l t  up w a l l s .  None of t h e  small e x t e n s i o n s  showed 
any r e a l  l i k e l i h o o d  of e i t h e r  c l o s i n g  t h e  gap between Sink and Resurgence 
Caves o r ,  more o p t i m i s t i c a l l y ,  p r o v i d i n g  a f o s s i l  r o u t e  i n t o  h i g h  l e v e l s  of 
t h e  C l i f f  Force  sys tem.  These e x p l o r a t i o n s  have been c h r o n i c l e d  by Ar thur  
(Craven P o t h o l e  Club J 1 .  Vol. 6  no. 2 1980, 64-66). L o v e r g i l l  Resurgence Cave 
was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  5 1 . 5  a r t i c l e  bu t  t h e  s u r v e y  was never  p u b l i s h e d ;  no 
one had been back th rough  t h e  duck t h e r e  t o  s u r v e y  John Cooper ' s  s o l o  
e x t e n s i o n  of 15 .9 .71 .  Over n i n e  y e a r s  e l a p s e d  b e f o r e  anyone d i d .  On 4 t h  
October  1980 B i l l  Rigden and Robin Sermon braved t h e  i c y  wate r  t o  s u r v e y  
20m of crawl  t o  a  d e f i n i t e  sump: i t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e i r  
s u r v e y  w i t h  John Cooper ' s  o r i g i n a l  account  of around 60n of passage  w i t h  
two chambers. Do two ups t ream p a s s a g e s  l e a d  o f f  f rom t h e  low and aqueous 
bedding around t h e  duck? Perhaps  one day we' l l  g e t  back and f i n d  o u t .  The 
survey  p r i n t e d  h e r e  is t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Rigden and Sernon. 

The s m a l l  c a v e s  i n  t h e  l i roes tone gorge  of Trough S c a r s  ( G r e t a d a l e ) ,  on 
S l e i h t h o l m e  Beck 4km SW of Bowes, have a t t r a c t e d  s p o r a d i c  1 E G  a t t e n t i o n  
s i n c e  t h e  e a r l i e s t  days  of t i e  Group. A g r a d e  2 survey  of t h e  main cave  
appeared i n  one of t h e  long-def unct  ' Repor t s '  which preceeded t h e  Group ' s  
f i r s t  J o u r n e l .  On 1 0 t h  Noverober 1979 t h e  cave  was surveyed  t o  BCBA G r .  5 by 
Rich Gibson, Pe t2  Ryder and Dave T u c k e t t .  A few met res  of new passage  were 
ga ined  by t h e  u s u a l  p r o c e s s  of pushing Rich down t i g h t  h o l e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
doesn'  t seem any obv ious  p r o s p e c t  of major e x t e n s i o n s .  The a r e a  around t h e  
e n t r a n c e  is a b i t  shaky and  s h o u l d  be t r e a t e d  wi th  c a r e !  

. . 
T R O U G H  S C A R S  CAVE 1 

N.G.R. NY 965115 AIL. 1050ft (320rn) 
Length 200 F t  (61 m) 
Survey B C R A G r . 5 c  10.11.79 
R.S.Gibson, P F. Ryder, D. Tuckett . 
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M ,  S - G ,  SURVEYS 

The fo l lowing  is an  index of a l l  t h e  surveys ,  made by MSG except where 
s t a t e d ,  t h a t  have appeared i n  MSG j o u r n a l s  2 - 10, and of MSG surveys  which 
have appeared i n  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  ( r e f e rences  t o  which a r e  l i s t e d  a t  t h e  
end of t h e  index) .  Most of t h e  jou rna l s  a r e  now out  of p r i n t ,  bu t  c o p i e s  of 
t h e  su rveys  can be obta ined  ( a t  a p r i ce !  but  on ly  t o  cover  c o s t s )  from 
Graham Stevens ,  4 Kingston Ave, Green Lane, Acklam, MFddlesbrough,- 
Cleveland, o r  P e t e r  Ryder , 1 Ford Ter race ,  Broomhaugh,* ~ o r t h u k b e r l a n d .  The 
f i g u r e s  given,  column by column, a r e  g r i d  r e f e rence  of cave,  surveyed 
l eng th  i n  W, t h e  d a t e  of survey ,  t h e  BCRA grade of t h e  survey ,  and t h e  
journal  i n  which t h e  survey  appeared. References a r e  only  given t o  t h e  
l a t e s t  and most complete ve r s ion  of each ind iv idua l  survey .  

The Northern Dales 

Co t t e rda l e  House Cave ED 831956 230 
Fossdale Beck Cave SD 864456 1250 
(West Aven ex tens ion  7 0 
Grange G i l l  Cave SD 924913 120 
Hearne Beck Cave SD 851948 400 
Keldheads Cave SE 076916 2000 
Maze Holes SD 899915 150 
Rowantree Scar  Cave SE 023928 30 

Aygill  Cave NY 887003 220 
Blind G i l l  Hole NY 935019 92 
Blind G i l l  Level NY 935018 
C l i f f  Beck Head SD 874963 440 
( inc luding  t h e  E u t t e r t u b s )  
C l i f f  Force Cave SD 875960 5070 
Damocles Hole NZ 010048 120 
Devis Hole Mine Cave SE 052961 5300 
Devis, Occidental  S e r i e s  1600 
(Devis, mine workings 6107 
East G i l l  Cave 1 NY 897020 500 
East G i l l  Cave 2 & 3 NY 897020 520 
East G i l l  Cave 6 NY 897019 40 
East G i l l  Pot NY 898006 d.96 
Eweleap West Cave NY 939024 170 
( inc luding  Foxglove Po t )  
F r i a r f o l d  Hush Cave NY 943014 75 
Grainy G i l l  Cave SD 871971 230 
Great S l edda le  Pot SD 827988 d. 82 
Hard Level G i l l  Caves NY 968007 700 
Horrocks Cross Cave NZ 009041 50 



Horse Level Cave NY 990071 175 197 1 4c 
Kisdon Cave NY 899012 750 1970 4-5c/d 
Long S c a r  Caves. SD 82-990 125 1975 3b  
L o v e r g i l l  Resurgence C. SD 881962 300 1971-80 4b 
L o v e r g i l l  S i n k  Cave S D  882961 800 1971-80 5b 

mew Level  Cave 
Richmond Copper Mine 
Rowantree Mea Cave 
S c a t t e r  S c a r  Cave 
S i l v e r  B i r c h  Pot  
Swales ide  Cave 
S w i n n e r g i l l  Caves 
V h i t c l i f f e  Scar Caves 
Windegg Mine Caverns 
( a s  s e p a r a t e  s h e e t  acc  
Windegg e x t e n s i o n s  

NY 992074 435 
NZ 164006 4030 
SD 866978 188 
NZ 020032 110 
NY 959035 90 
NY 895011 150 
NY 911014 685 
NZ 131020 475 
NZ 012052 3750 

:ompanying j o u r n a l )  
430 

E l l e r  Beck Head NY 993103 650 
God's Br idge River  Cave NY 957127 1900 
Hazel Bush H i l l  Hole NY 990103 260 
Trough S c a r s  Cave 1 NY 965115 200 

Cruck le  P o t  NY 856203 60 
Flushiemere  Mine NY 909318 9000 
( i n c l u d i n g  Bropery G i l l  L e v e l )  
Hel l  Hole (mine) NZ 163167 260 
J a c k  S c a r  Cave NY 949273 450 
Moking Hurth  & Pot  NY 868311 1800 
( i n c l u d e s  Durham Cave Club s u r v e y  of Xoki 
Newberry S c a r  P o t s  NY 938301 110 
S c a r  End Cave NY 937304 70 
S t o n y g i l l  Head Cave NY 932267 75 
Yad Woss Cave NY 793358 620 

Vale of E d e a  

Angels '  Dra inp ipe  NY 773074 1400 
Cross  P o t  KY 818177 300 
F e l l s  End Po t  NY 008040 d .  125 
J i n g l i n g  S i k e  Cave SD 787966 1000 
Lunehead Mine Caverns NY 846205 2475 
( i n c l u d e s  mineworkings t o t a l l i n g  10400) 
Mousegi l l  Cave NY 853119 400 
Scroggy Bank Cave NY 856131 60 
S i l v e r b a n d  Pot  NY 704322 700 
S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  Pot  NY 710316 250 
(cont....,) 



(con t .  . . . ) 
S m e l t m i l l  Beck Cave NY 848146 6000 1973 4-5c MSG7 
(MSG/YURT s u r v e y ,  a l s o  produced a t  l a r g e r  s c a l e  a s  s e p a r a t e  s h e e t )  
S t e n k r i t h  Caves NY 773076 1090 1975 4-5b MSG8 
( c o v e r s  D e v i l ' s  Gr ind ing  M i l l  and  M i l l r a c e  Cave) 
Swindalehead Cave NY 816188 400 1968 4 YSG2 
Windmore End Cave NY 828165 630 1971 4b MSG5 

B o l l i h c p e  Burn Cave 2 NY 979349 5 5  
(Durham U n i v e r s i t y  Spe leo .  Assocn. s u r v e y )  
Crawleyside  Cave NY 992398 100 
Dene Quarry  Cave NY 988411 120 
Elph Cleugh Cave NY 889342 800 
Harehope Quarry Cave NZ 036362 350 
(Durham Cave Club s u r v e y )  
J a c o b ' s  Well Cave NZ 035361 1000 
Lynkirk  Cave NZ 006392 360 
Sowan Burn Cave NY 998380 300 
(Cross  R i f t  S e r i e s  o n l y )  
Swinhopeburn Cave NY 887342 70 
Swinhopeburn P = t  NY 888343 70 

Ayleburn Wine Cave BY 724497 4800 

(Gutgr inder  I n l e t  425 
Ayleburn Caves & Pot  NY 730499 945 
(Ayleburn Po t  is 0.  U .  C. C .  / U .  L. S .  A. s u r v e y )  
C l a r g i l l s i d e  Caves NY 772367 150 
Elpha Green Caves NY 846486 770 
Hudgi l l  Burn Mine Cavern 960 
(copy of  o l d  mine p l a n )  
H u n t e r ' s  Hole NY 659415 120 
L i t t l e  G i l l  Hole NY 779391 100 
P r i o r s d a l e  Cave NY 779411 1020 
R a b b i t s k u l l  Cave NY 778392 6 5  
Tutman's Hole NY 680460 1000 
(D. U .  S .  A.  s u r v e y  of D.  U. S .  A .  e x t e n s i o n )  

Tlorthumberland (Xcr th  of t h e  T y n ~ )  

unpub 
MSG3 l i n e  
MSG9 
HSG9 

C a t e r a n  Hole NU 102237 120 1986 3 b  M S G 1 1  
The Wanny Byre NY 934835 150 1986 3b  M S G 1 1  
Ward's H i l l  Quarry Caves NU 079965 350 1977 4 c MSG9 



Aislaby Jet Mine NZ 850087 460 
Ampleforth Cave SE 5a3791 25 
Antofts Windypit SE 582829 825 
Ashberry Windypit SE 570850 1050 
Birk Bank Fissures SE 555868 140 
Blood Windypi t SE 566799 200 
Boltby Quarry Caves SE 507863 185 
Bucklands Windypit SE 588828 1200 
The Elephant Hole NZ 575117 530 
(Vhinstone Mine nr. Great Ayton) 
Fadmoor Caves SE 897647 155 
Gowerdale Windypits SE 518889 290 
Kettleness Alum Mines NZ 832160 360 
Kirkdale Cave SE 677860 570 
Lease Rigg Whinst. Kine NZ 812046 2270 
Nonk' s Wood Cave SE 597791 110 
Notts Hole SE 520889 230 
Noddle End Windypit SE 526886 575 
Sil Howe Vhinstone Hine NZ 841028 11000 
Slip Gill Windypit SE 575836 560 
Whitestone Cliff Foot Cs.SE 507836 255 

Bluebell Wood Cave NZ 266258 130 1970 
(Newton Aycliffe, Co.Durham> 
Creswel 1 Caves SK 53-74- 1900 1973 
(Derbyshire/Nottinghamshire border near Worksop) 
Herne Hill Cave SK 533922 550 1979 
Herne Hill Cave I1 SK 533922 210 1980 
(Haltby, South Yorkshire) 
Rearcliff Wood Rift SK 527795 240 1974 
(Conisbrough, South Yorkshire) 
Pleasley Vale Railway SL 520649 300 1979 
Cutting Pot (Elansfield, Notts) 
Ryhope Caves NZ 400537 240 1972 
(Sunderland, County Durham) 

Brightgate Cave SK 265599 1080 1978 
Old Ash Mine SK 268604 1982-3 
Old Ash Cavern 400 1983 
(MSG/YSS/ACC survey) 

Sandy Hole SY 680712 1320 1981 
West Cliff Rifts SY 679712 680 1983 
(both MSG/WCC) 

MSG8 
BCRA3 
csa 
MSG6 
w44 
MSG6 
C&H 
CS9 
MSG7 

MSG5 
ECR113 
MSG8 
1EG6 
illSG8 
BCRA3 
ECRA3 
ECRA3 
PISG7 
csa 
ECRA3 

MSG10 
ChCl 1 



Fairy Holes, Saddleworth SE 015047 150 
Diggle Wigglepi t , SE 017076 150 
Saddleworth 

CPC6a: A.Champion, 'A Back Door to Cliff Force Cave? in Journal of the 
Craven Pothole Club Vo1.6 No. 2 (1980) 64-66. 

CPC6b: S 8 P. Gough, 'Cliff Force Cave, Spar Shop Series' and P. F. Ryder 
'Cliff Force Cave' in Journal nf the Craven Pothole Club Vo1.6 No. 3 (1981) 
131-134 

BCRA2: P. F. Ryder, ' Phreatic Network Caves in Swaledale, Yorkshire' , Traps. 
British Cave Resoarch Assocn.Vo12 No.4 (Dec.1975) 177-192 

BCRA3: R. G. Cooper, P. F. Ryder & K. R. Solman, ' The North Yorkshire Windypits: 
a review' Tnns. Erl ~ l s h  Ca . & .  ve Research Assocn. Vo1.3 No.2 (July 1976) 77-94 

BCRA6: P. F. Ryder, ' Brightgate Cave, Snitterton, Derbyshire' , ' T r m  
&;t'. ,lsh Cave Research Assoocn Vo1 .6 No. 1 (April 1979>, 2. 

C8H: R. G. Cooper & R. A .  Halliwell: ' A relict karst featuee in the Hambleton 
Hills, North Yorkshire' Prnc. Yorlrs Geol . Scc, 

CSiC11: P. F. Ryder, ' Herne Hill Cave I I, Maltby' (Northern News), Caves & 
Caving11 (Feb.1981), 6 8 26 

C&C22: 'Fissures at Westcliffe, Isle of Portland', Qves & Caving22 
(Nov. 1983 ) 22-23. 

CS9: R. G. Cooper. F. F. Ryder & K. R. Solman, ' The Windypits in Duncombe Park, 
Helmsley, North Yorkshire', Cave Sci~qceVol.9 No.1 (Feb.1932) 1-14 

CS10: N. Graham & P. F. Ryder, ' Sandy Hole, Is1 e of Portland' , Cave Science 
Vol.10 No.3 (Sept. 1983) 172. 

WP44. R.G.Cooper, 'Birk Bank Fissures, Caydale, North Yorkshire' , Williaa 
P -ello Cave Studies Trust Vewql.~ttey4% (July 1984>, 1-3 



SURVEYS I X  SCOTLAND, WALES AND IRELAND 

Isle of Skye 

Bl lt nan Leac Val- 

Beinn an Dubhaich Cave KG 589184 570 
Uamh Bocsa Leitranaheaghin 587184 57 
Camas Malag Caves NG 584187 600+230 
Uamh Cinn Ghlinn NG 601182 1230 
Claon Uamh NG 598183 130 
Uamh Craobh Sheileach NG 594184 70 
Mud Slide Cave NG 587184 82 
Uamh Sgeinne NG 587184 350 
Water Slide Cave NG 587184 44 

Goille Gaireallzch 

Uamh an Ard Achadh NG 594197 1050 
Uamh Gloine Bhriste NG 597198 100 
CG 17/18 NG 605195 80 
CG 19/20 NG 605195 90 
CG 25-27 NG 606195 85 
Uamh an Cos Kointeachail NG 609197 75 
High Pasture Pot 2 NG 595196 35 
Ivybush Resurgence Cave NG 601198 60 
Lower Parnassus Cave NG 606195 130 
Parnassus Cave NG 606195 200 
Uanh alPhuill NG 613021 75 
Uamh Sgoilte NG 601198 85 
Uamh T-Shelf BG 605196 80 
Uamh an T' Sill WG 602197 200 
Twisted Cave NG 599196 30 

Kilchrist Caves NG 614202 102t30 1976 5b 
Kilchrist Manse Cave NG 616200 25 1976 2 

Allt na Pairte Cave 
(with Resurgence 
and Wildcat Cave 
Breakish Cave 
Breakish Bridge Cave 
Frustration Hole 
(Ben Suardal) 
Skulamus Caves 
Vampire Cave 

I'TG 669229 7Ot48 1080 2-4b 
flG 583212 80 1978 4b 

Uamh nam Ereagaire NG 717438 1718 1982 3-5b 

ECRA 
MSG8 
GSGE 
GSGB 

MSG8 
YSG8 
GSGB 
GSGB 
EaCRA 
M S G 8  
ECRA 
ECRA 
ECRA 

YSG 1 1 
NSGl1 
GSGB 

GSGB 
E G 1 0  



Xorth Wales 

B r a s g y l l  Caves 

Caves i n  I r e l a n d  

Crag House Cave Systex 

C1en;ljr Cave V 942'723 493 1979 4-5b 
7 - .  

K5G 1 0 
2 ~nnihy R i - ~ e r  Cave V '204707 220 1979 4-5b ? f G  1 0  
Tubbrid  Ca~;es C. v ~S,TQ~ 1973 4-5b 16-s~ 1 0 
Tubbrid  1 6  0  
Tubj r iTz  2 4  9 
I)u.nkerrcn 1 9 C 
V s l ? x l  Csve l l 9  
Confluence Cave 5 0 C 
( i n c l ~ d ~ s  Ehzk-; z z b  $5:: 

"7 ~ " 7 l i p h t  Cavs 
-I u 310 

Vat erpunp Ca-zc 600 
(336 a r e a  scr-ie;? s h c n i n , ~  r e l a t i  ye l c c a t i o n s  of c s v e c )  '2 

Kilbeg  Bay Czves V 960861 1200 1981 45 E E G  1, ? 
Karsh E d ~ c  Caves 

b' V C.62263 350 L . L  2 >LyG 1 : 1 C O "  

P r o s p e c t  Cave V 958861 120 1979 U' '2 b i t f G  1 0 
S i g n p s t  Cave IJ 9e,2c.de 115 1979 5  5 >LTG 1 0 

B e l l y n a z c u r t y  Quarry C .  X 1 9 5 5 4  130 5 h, 1283 I E G 1 1  
B r o t h e r s  Cave X 156954 740 5  b 1983 16fG 1 1 
G ~ a n a g o l o c r  V .Y 126954 195C 5 1s 1983 ! d f ~  1 1 

Lcf e y e n ~ e ~  
FCRh: P. F.  Eyder,  ' The Caves of t h e  Eeinn a n  Dubhaich Area, I s l e  of 
Sky.?' , Tr . snc .  B r i t  i .=h Cave R e s e z ~ c h ,  ASSOCX. V G ~ .  1 no. 2 (P,pril 1970,) p.  101- 
124. 
C&C15: P. F. Eyder ' Crag Cave' i n  Csves  2 Cavins  - Bo. 15 (Feb. 1982) 
GSGE: P. F.  Ryder, ' M S G  E x ~ e d i t i o n  t c  t h e  I s l e  c f  Skye,  May 1 9 8 0 ' ,  Grt2m~iaz 
Spa1 3r1 Gro!.:p ? u l  l a t i n  Val .  3 no.  1 (Sep. l 9 8 0 ? ,  p .  10-16 



~1JSSGIT.L CAVE. WEST STAWORE. 

Mousegill Beck is a f eede r  of t he  River  Belah which d r a i n s  t h e  f e l l s  t o  t h e  
sou th  of t h e  west end of t h e  Stainmore pass ,  f lowing north-west t o  j o i n  
A r g i l l  Beck below t h e  hamlet of South Stainmore. The minor moorland road 
which runs  from t h e  main A66 southwards over  t h e  f e l l s  t o  Swaledale ( v i a  
t h e  Tan H i l l  Inn) c r o s s e s  Mousegill a t  Mousegill Bridge, about 2.5km from 
t h e  main road. 

Below t h e  b r idge ,  t h e  Eeck f lows  a long  a 
narrow l i t t l e  v a l l e y  with l imestone appearing 
i n  its s i d e s ,  be fo re  dropping over a 
w a t e r f a l l  i n t o  a wider and deeper r av ine  with 
some f i n e  c l i f f  scenery .  The base o f t h e  Main 
Limestone is marked by a r i s i n g  from t h e  foo t  
of t h e  c l i f f  on t h e  sou th  of t h e  gorge,  below 

- which t h e  s t r eam c u t s  a s t e e p  course  through 
lower beds t o  pas s  beneath Mousegill Low 

: Bridge near  t h e  former Ear ras  S t a t i o n .  

M a ~ n  Limestone Vhen f i r s t  v i s i t e d  by Pe te  Ryder i n  t h e  mid 
19601s ,  t h e  s t ream was found t o  be s i n k i n g  i n  
its bed a t  t h e  base of t h e  % i n  Limestone 
Gorge (subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has  shown 
t h a t  i t  s i n k s  i n t o  o l d  mine workings; where 
t h e  water goes is u n c e r t a i n ) .  The r i s i n g  j u s t  

above t h e  s i n k ,  a t  NY 853119, was dismissed a s  unimporant, a s  p a r t  of t h e  
s u r f a c e  s t ream was s i n k i n g  only a few metres  away and it was thought t h a t  
t h e  underground course of t h e  water w a s  only a few metres  long.  The r i s i n g  
was admi t ted ly  from a low cave,  j u s t  about e n t e r a b l e ,  but t h i s  was l e f t  
' f o r  another  day' when new caves lorn i n  l eng th  were worth t h e  e f f o r t  of 
g e t t i n g  changed f o r !  

The Exp lo ra t ion  

Another day came, a t  l a s t ,  on Saturday 28th  August 1981. A l a r g e  p a r t y  of 
moldywarps, repulsed  ( a s  usua l )  by Swindale Po t s ,  were r e t u r n i n g  south .  I t  
was a p leasant  a f te rnoon,  and a s  w e  h a d n ' t  managed any d i s c o v e r i e s  a t  
Swindale, we thought we might a s  well  c l a im  our  10m cave a t  Mousegill .  

A t  f i r s t  i t  looked a s  i f  we were t o  be denied even t h a t .  Despi te  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  s t ream w a s  t h i s  t ime found s i n k i n g  i n  its bed a s  soon a s  it flowed 
onto t h e  l imestone,  not f a r  below t h e  road ( t h u s  making a longer  system a 
p o s s i b i l i t y ) ,  t h e  r i s i n g  cave c losed  t o  nothing two bodylengths i n .  J u s t  
round t h e  corner  was an obvious a lcove  i n  t h e  c l i f f  f o o t ,  con ta in ing  what 
Pete  had renembered a s  a b l i n d  pool .  

The pool was still t h e r e ,  but was not b l ind .  By crawl ing  i n t o  i t ,  one could 
s e e  a low and gloomy cana l  passage l ead ing  o f f  one co rne r .  Richard Gibson 
and Pe te  C o l l i n s  plunged i n t o  t h e  i c y  water ,  and wi th  much sp l a sh ing  and 
joyfu l  exclamations soon passed out  of e a r s h o t .  Mousegill Cave had been 
found, with hard ly  any e f f o r t  a t  a l l .  



P e t e  Ryder con templa ted  t h e  low c a n a l .  He d i d n '  t have a  w e t  s u i t  on ,  a good 
excuse  f o r  d i s c r e t i o n ,  and  s o  r e t r e a t e d  s l o w l y  up t h e  gorge  t o  t e l l  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  p a r t y  t h e  good news. A s  he scrambled up t h e  d r y  w a t e r f a l l  he  
heard  v o i c e s ,  n o t  on t h e  s u r f a c e  b u t  f rom benea th  h i s  f e e t ,  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  
phenomenon. Shout ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e x p l o r e r s  underground, 
and heav ing  b o u l d e r s  f rom a narrow r i f t  h a l f  way up t h e  f a l l  r e v e a l e d  a 
narrow r i f t  w i t h  Richard  a t  t h e  bottom. The r i f t  was bo th  narrow and 
jagged,  b u t  a i d e d  by lump h a m e r i n g  f rom above Richard  e x t r u d e d  h imse l f  
i n t o  t h e  d a y l i g h t .  P e t e  C o l l i n s ,  a t  h i s  h e e l s ,  made a  v a l i a n t  a t t e m p t  t o  
e x i t  b u t  c o u l d n ' t  q u i t e  make i t ,  s o  r e t r e a t e d  t h e  way he  had come back t o  
t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

A c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h  of new cave  was o b v i o u s l y  on t h e  c a r d s  now, and  by 
t h e  n e x t  morning a n  a s s a u l t  f o r c e  had been marsha l l ed .  The G i b s o n / C o l l i n s  
duo, a i d e d  by Al i son  Euchanan, were t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  s p e a r h e a d ,  fo l lowed  up 
by Ceoff T r p n  and P e t e  Ryder s u r v e y i n g .  The s p e a r h e a d  reached  t h e  base  of 
t h e  Upper En t rance  s h a f t  and  were soon t h r u t c h i n g  around i n  c o n s t r i c t e d  d r y  
p a s s a g e s  beyond. The s u r v e y o r s  worked t h e T r  way up t o  where t h e  m l n  s t r e a m  
e n t e r e d  from a  b o u l d e r  choke.  Here P e t e  Ryder found a n  oxbow t u b e  
o b s t r u c t e d  by cf ier t  l e d g e s ,  which lookgd as i f  it might bypass  t h e  choke.  
I n  t h e  unaccustomed r o l e  of ' p u s h e r ' ,  and wi th  t h e  a i d  of t h e  hammer, he 
q u a r r i e d  hi:; way th rough  i n t o  a t h o r o u g h l y  a p p e t i s i n g  passage ,  t h e  Grand 
Canal ,  1.2m h igh  and 2m wide. Alas ,  t h e  e a s y  go ing  w a s  s h o r t - l i v e d ,  a s  t h e  
passage  d i v i d e d  i n t o  narrow r i f t s .  R ichard  was summoned, and made 6x1 of 
p r n g r e s s  i n t o  one,  bu t  no e a s y  way on was a p p a r e n t .  The s i n k ,  we r e a l i s e d ,  
was still 2-300m away. 

The t h i r d  t r i p  t o  t h e  c a v e  w a s  on t h e  e v e n i n g  of 1 3 t h  November, by Graham 
S t e v e n s  ( e n t i c e d  o u t  of r e t i r e m e n t )  and P e t e  Ryder. Thankfu l ly  t h e  weather  
was mi ld  and wate r  l e v e l s  low f o r  t h e  t i m e  of y e a r  - even s o ,  t h e  s t r e a m  
was f l o w i n g  over  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  t o  s i n k  o n l y  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  f l o c r  of t h e  
gorge.  The e n t r a n c e  c a n a l  was d i s t i n c t l y  aqueous.  Graham pushed a n o t k e r  
c o n s t r i c t e d  passage  o f f  t h e  Grand Canal ,  bu t  r eached  a  c o n s t r i c t i o n  he  
d i d n ' t  f a n c y ,  w h i l s t  P e t e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  d r y  p a s s a g e s  beyond t h e  
Upper En t rance ;  s o  much wate r  w a s  c r a s h i n g  down h e r e  from t h e  s t r e a m  bed 
above t h a t  he was f o r c e d  t o  retreat .  F u r t h e r  w i n t e r  t r i p s  were thought  
i n a d v i s a b l e .  

On S a t u r d a y  2 4 t h  J u l y  1982, i n  d r y  and c lement  wea ther ,  R ichard ,  Al i sonn  
and P e t e  Ryder r e t u r n e d  a g a i n .  Once more t h e  s t r e a m  w a s  s i n k i n g  wel l  above 
t h e  main gorge .  The c o n s t r i c t e d  h i g h  l e v e l  s e r i e s  beyond t h e  Upper E n t r a n c e  
was r e l o c a t e d ,  and s u r v e y e d ,  b u t  proved t o  end i n  a d e f i n i t e  impass&. S a d l y  
t h e  cave  w a s  v a c a t e d .  

Thus t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  r e s t e d  f a r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  one day i n  September 1986 
when Richard  brought  h i s  f r i e n d  K e i t h  Eentham (Eldon P o t h o l e  Club) t o  show 
Ket th  how e x c i t i n g  c a v e s  o u t s i d e  Derbysh i re  c o u l d  be .  The c o n s t r i c t i o n  i n  
t h e  t i g h t  s i d e  passage  o f f  t h e  Grand Cana l ,  which Graham h a d n ' t  f a n c i e d  i n  
1981, i n  f a c t  proved t o  be t o  R i c h a r d ' s  t a s t e  ( a l t h o u g h  K e i t h  had t o  be 
l e f t  on t h e  e n t r a n c e  s i d e  of i t )  and r e j o i n e d  t h e  streamway; abou t  20m of 
passage  were e x p l o r e d  t o  a c o n s t r i c t i o n  t h a t  needed d i g g i n g .  One 1987 
a t t e m p t  t o  p a s s  t h i s  h a s  been t h w a r t e d  by u n s e t t l e d  weather ;  a t  t h e  t i m e  of 
w r i t i n g  t h i s  a  new a s s a u l t  is p lanned  f o r  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  f u t u r e  . . . .  



Kouseg i l l  Cave is q u i t e  a  t y p i c a l  Northern Dales  s t r e a m  cave ,  d e v e l o p i n g  as  
a s u b t e r r a n e a n  oxbow t o  a  s u r f a c e  beck.  The p a s s a g e s  show t h e  u s u a l  
p h r e a t i c  o r i g i n  and vadose m c d i f i c a t i o n ,  and a r e  g e n e r a l l y  f a i r l y  s m l l .  

The a c t u a l  r i s i n g ,  a s  a l r e a d y  a e n t i o n e d ,  is i fnpenetrable  a f t e r  4m, t h e  
water  f lowing  th rough  t i n y  r i f t s  f rom t h e  pool  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  
t h e  cave p r o p e r .  

The cave e n t r a n c e  is a crawl o v e r  a  bou lder  (wi th  r a t h e r  s h a t t e r e d  r o c k  
above - c a r e !  ) i n t o  a  l i t t l e  chamber, where one m u s t  s l i d e  i n t o  0.6m of 
c o l d  wa te r .  The c a n a l  which f o l l o w s ,  'Wet Whiskers Wallow', becomes a near -  
duck i f  wa te r  is f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  Upper E ~ t r a n c e .  A f t e r  6m a  s h a r p  t u r n  1. 
and a s h o r t  f l a t - o u t  c rawl  l e a d  th rough  i n t o  e a s i e r  go ing ,  a  hands-ad- -  
knees  crawl  i n  s h a l l o w  wate r  which rounds  s e v e r a l  bends.  27m f rcm t h e  
e n t r a n c e  a  3-way j u n c t i o n  is reached  - a r i s i n g  r i f t  on t 5 e  1. h e r e  e n d s  i n  
b o u l d e r s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r e a m  bed, and a  narrow passage  on t h e  r .  
l e a d s  t o  a  t u b e  which d o u b l e s  back on i t s e l f  t o  ~ n d  i n  c o n s t r i c t e d  t u b e s  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  choke on t h e  miin  streamway, 

From thcl j u n c t i o n ,  t h e  s t r e a x  pa,.= ---age c o n t i n u e s  t h o u g h  a  s h o r t  s ideways  
crawl  (Near Squeak) i n t o  a l a r g e r  s e c t i o n  where some c c l l a c s e  is a p p a r e n t ,  
wi th  s e v e r a l  i n l e t s  f rom t h e  nearby  s t r e a m  bed i r ,  t h e  1.  w a l l .  On t h e  r .  
t h e  s t r e a m  c a s c a d e s  down from a  choke,  but  s t r z i g h f  ahead is a n  obv ious  way 
oc .  T h i s  i ~ ~ e d i a t e l y  d i v i 2 e s ;  on t h e  1 .  is a n  opening i n t o  a  q u i t e  s i a e a b l 2  
chamber (by Wousegil l  s t a n d a r d s  - cna can a lmos t  s t a n d  u p ! )  and s t r a i g h t  on 
is a  h o l e  i n t o  a t u b e  runn ing  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s .  T h i s  is most e a s i l y  reached  
by t x r n i n g  1. towards  t h e  chaxber  and t h e n  doubl ing  back.  

T h i s  t u b e ,  n o t  over  t i g h t ,  bypasses  t h e  bou lder  choke and opens  o n t o  t h e  
Grand Cana l ,  10.5m of e a s y  c rawl  sudden ly  narrowizg t o  a r i f t  which e n d s  
a f t e r  6m i n  a n  imposs ib ly  s h a r p  t u r n  1. Eefore  t h i s  is a  narrcw s i d e  
passage on t h e  l . ,  l e a f i n g  t o  a  t i g h t  squeeze  on t h e  r .  i n t o  t h e  1986 
Extens ion .  T h i s  r e j o i n s  t h e  streamway beyond t h e  impassable  bend. Gps t renn  
is about  2013 of e a s y  c r a w l ,  wi th  cclme small s i d e  p a s s a g e s ,  t o  a  d o g l e g  1. 
where s o a e  e x c a v a t i o n  is r e q u i r a d ;  n e e a t t a b l e  o   as sag-e can  be gl impsed 
beyond. The e x t e n s i o n  h a s  n o t  been surveyed y e t .  

Ee tu rn ing  t o  t h e  c h a ~ b e r  where one can a l z c s t  s t a n d  up,  a  f l o o r - l e v e l  
sque=se opens  i n t c  a  3 m  h i g h  r i f t  which a f t e r  an erids i n  ;nother f l c o r -  
l e v e l  t h r u t c h  i n t o  a  c r o s s  j o i n t .  On t h e  1. is a  s h o r t  r i f t  t o  dim d a y l i g h t  
a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  Upper En t rance  s h a f t ,  a 5m cl inb-CUD-squeeze f o r  t h e  
ve ry  s l i m  o n l y .  The p a i n  way on is a r a t h e r  c o n s t r i c t e d  3m c l i m b  up (Far  
Squeak) i n t o  a  t i n y  chamber and a c o n t i n u i n g  e i l i 2 t i c a l  t u b e  wi th  a narrow 
but  deep f l o o r  r i f t .  T h i s  d r o p s  i n t o  a l i t t l e  Sou ldery  c a v i t y  wi th  j u s t  
enough room t o  t u r n  round,  and t h e n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  r .  f o r  2.5m t o  a  'sit- 
up' chamber ( i f  i t  d e s e r v e s  t h a t  t e rm)  froin which t7rro t u b e s  c o n t i n u e ,  b o t h  
on tlie s a n e  j o i n t .  The lower  one b e c o ~ e s  t o o  t l g h t  a lmos t  a t  once;  t h e  
upper ,  r eached  by c l i m b i n g  up I n ,  can  be squeezed a l o n g  f o r  4m t o  a  b i g  
f a l l e n  b lock  which e f f e c t i v e l y  f i l l s  t h e  passage .  The t u b e  can  be gl impsed 
c o n t i n u i n g  beyond, bu t  no a c c e s s  seems p o s s i b l e .  



i ihether  t h i s  l i t t i e  d r y  s e r i e s ,  3% i n  l e v e l  above t h e  main s t r e a m  passage ,  
is a n  o l d  r o ~ i e  of t h e  Mousegi l l  wa te r  ( p e r h a p s  r e - u n i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v e  
passage  f u r t h e r  i n )  o r  a s e p a r a t e  i n l e t  r e r a i n s  a mystery .  The obv ious  
mul t i -phase  develcpment s e e n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  b i t  of  passage  is i n t r i g u i n g .  
Fersons  of l a r g e r - t h a n - a v e r a g e  b u i l d  w i l l  need a v e r y  keen i n t e r e s t  i n  cave  
geoncrphology t o  make a v i s i t  worthwhi le .  

Surveyed l e n g t h  of Mousegi l l  Cave s u r e n t l y  s t a n d s  a t  116x (380ft); w i t h  t>&e 
unsurveynd 1GSG Extens ion  t h e  t o t a l  passage  l e n g t h  ~ u : s t  be a-oucd l z ,en 
(435f t ) . 



T A I L P I E C E  

A survey car r ied  out a few years  agn by (I th ink)  Descent magazine showed 
t h a t  t h e  average caver only caved fo r  two years ,  and t h a t  t h e  cause of h i s  
demise was t he  influence of a woman.... Without being chauvinis t  o r  s e x i s t ,  it 
must be admitted t h a t  there  is some weight of evidence t o  back up t h i s  
statement.  Those who f a l l  victim t o  such a f a t e  can take  comfort i n  t h a t  they 
a r e  f a r  from being alone; t he  inevi table  can be accepted graceful ly .  There a r e  
a number of organisat ions wil l ing t o  assist those  who f ind  t h i s  t r ans i t i on  
d i f f i cu l t :  we here reproduce a letter from one of t h e  bes t  known, wr i t ten  t o  a 
caver on the  threshold of matrimonial commitment. 

Ermarp Self -Help ggencp 
St  Aorbert's EuiIdings, 
Clapbarn-sub-mendip 

Bear . . . . . . . 
Xs pou mill rscnll, me bave corresponded mitb pou in +be pas t ,  encouraging pour 
at iempts t o  give up the  unpleasant and anti-social sub te r ranean  babits  t o  
mbicb, a s  pou freelp admit, pou bave been prone f o r  some pears .  Homevet-, me 
can nom mrite t o  congratu1ate pou (even tbougb pou map no longer require o u r  
professional services) ; pou betve of pour omn volition taken mbat nos+ of o u r  
clients find t o  be tbe  final s t e n  in freeing poursslf f r o n  pour complaint. De 
applaud pour sSrengtb, s t r e n g t b  t o  sublimate pour basic speleological ins t inc t s  
t o  sometbiny altogether nobler and bigher. Bo not think of mbat pou bave los t ,  
tbe fellomsbip of muadied and neoprene3 o a f s  and of tbe  undiscovered caverns  
left  f o r  tbe  next generation. f o u  can nom look t o  nem cballenges; bands t b a t  
clung t o  electron ladders o r  mielded crombars and tromels can nom t r p  tbe i r  
skill at embroiderp and in&oor basket meaving, pent-up energies can be 
released in manlp s p o r t s  sucb a s  scrabble and carpet  bomls, and fading muscles 
can be re-exercised in assembling RIf% booksbeIves and put t ing  masbing on 
Iines. 

fou  can st i l l  polish pour carbide lamp - then bang i t  on tbe  brsming room 
mall (mben v i s i to r s  enquire about i t ,  pou have tbe  cbance t o  verbtillp enunciate 
pour renouncement; i t  belps); tbe  entrenching tool mill come in useful  tu rn ing  
over tbe  flomer bed before pou plant tbe  nasturt iums;  pour belmet, inoerted, 
ail1 s e r v e  t o  catcb tbe  dr ips  from t b a t  Ieak in tbe  garage  roof ,  o r  could even 
fulfil a valuable function under tbe  bed; tbe  met s u i t  mill come into i t s  omn 
mben pou d r e s s  up a s  a porpoise f o r  ZIgernon an& Beatrice's annual  fancp d r e s s  
partp.  fiotbing, ei tber  of tbe  skills pou mrested from tbe  bomels of Britain's 
I i ~ e s t o n e  uplands, nor of tbe  equipment pou used, nee&, be masted in pour brave 
nem dome& life. 

Xnd in conclusion map me o f fe r  pou one more +bought mbicb map sbine f o r  pou 
like a beacon in tbe  coming daps; pou can nom look formard t o  a venerable 
mbite-baired old age mben pou relax in pour favourife errmcbair, cbildren and 
grandc~)ifdren gambolling around pour feet .  Bou can tell +hem t a l e s  of tbe  
caverns  measureless t o  man mbicb pou explored, tbe  thousands of fee t  of fill 
pou dug from cboked s b a f t s ,  tbe  Hard 'ftevel @ill Elaster Cave, tbe  apalling 
boulder cbokes pou mriggled tbrougb,  and bom pou use& t o  6ive sumps on pour 
motorbike. Bbep migbt believe pou ... 



f o r  desc r ip t ion  see p.19 

Thanks t o  Napper 
C o l l e r t o n  P a r t n e r s h i p  
w i t h o u t  t h e  use  o f  
whose p h o t o c o p i e r  
t h i s  j o u r n a l  would 
nevor  have appeared.  


