


A f esir years ago, cavern in the Norkhem Pennines were mather 
depressad by the fact Shat access m s  being l o s t  Sn an area where 
the n u m b e r  of mves of quality and length was relatively fm. 

Acoess t o  f iLzy IIoles in *iTaardale is still prevented while 
qumying  is removing the must scenic and in teres t ing first few hundred 
yards, Trips in Hope Level Caverns have also  'been m a t f i c t e d  although 
the  cave system i t s e l f  is preserved* The oaverns a t  Silverband, never 
generaL3y accassible, have f i n a l l y  beon Lost due t o  collapse 
&band aned mine wor ldnp .  

Tt w i s  however malised that the lolm cavea only represented 
a smaU proportion d the p r o b b l e  ef ist ing systms in tho wide amat3 
n o r t h  of *he tradi1tt50nal pathoHng d i s t r i c t  eentmd on Craven* Not even 
all tho s ign i f i c en t  l inoa of underground water flow had been mapped out, 
and even at the preaent I t h e  thero are s t i l l  many valuable mtar tmcing 
exporimants j u s t  waiting t o  be carded out*  

More xeoentiy things have begun t o  change, d u e  in no mall meaaure 
t o  the eff a ~ s  af the K S. G- SmeltmiU Beck Cave shows just what can be 
dona by a marc oamf ul examination d an area only superficially looked 
aG kg others* !the forc ing  of the c r a w l  aG Aylebum again shows that new 
c ~ l o r e t i o n  does not necessarily requ ire  wekenda of di@na,. There is 
no doubt, hcmever, that hard work at d i g s  w i l l  yie ld  spectacular 
results on emr3 o t h e r  systans,  as a t  2riorsdalc pe-pa, but of' a o w e  

there is &ten an olernent of lyck in tho ohoice of t L e  right d i g  as 
experience on Craven s h m *  ProbabZy f QY a Long t ime  ye t  there mZ;1Z need 
t.0 bo a oornbination of w a r k  by d i g g i n g  and the careful scoutfng of s m f ~ w  
arms of limestone which amount in the iiorthern Pennines to sevsml  
hundred m i l a s  cf o u t c r o p  

I, f o r  one, a11 look fornard 50 reading of soma & f b s o  
discoveries in future  numbers of thLs Jou rna lo  



The produotion of t u a ,  the t h < d  .Totmlal of the Mn3rly-m SpeJ_aolo&al 
G ~ I Q ,  oooup%sd sme f o l ~  i u o u ~ b .  The Jo~n*wl o ~ ~ v r r a  the porlod of YS.G 
aolt;ivLties b.t;vreen November j966 and Fablary l 97a  Om main discovery in this 
pgfiod has of ooursa bean the domstxam extension of the Aylebun Ebe Cave, 
and there have a U o  been a nmber of" other minor finds* In this Journal thee0 
are all seoorded, along with a number af surreys, the majority of oaves w h i c h  
had naver been mapped before* It had ofidmUy been intended to include a 
large d o a d i n g  eumay of Aylebun Caves i n  this Journal ,  but uafo r tuna te ly  
%he f inancia l  aftuation of the Groui, pmvented this - dyeline oopies, hawmar, 
a m  available separecelg (see opposite). 

Than& are due to a U  those who cunt r ibutod  towfards this publication. 
Dr J.O.&Qrem has ldndly wI.itten tls a Foremord* Other a r t i d e s  a m  by Stuart  
Hodgson, Poke Sf eyhenson, and kfarkb (af tho PUT~C) BViesrn & f a r t i n  and. John  
Cooper, ou r  Treasurer, have together borne the brunt of the d u p l i c a t i n p  
John Longstaff, our resident ar t i s t ,  has again contributed an unusual coven 
Ii)fn&Lly, but no% least, t h a n k  to Jan Arrmdth f o r  atoring the pi lea  of p g c s  
& the Jou rna l  as it m a  prdumd, am3 assisted in the final-great-stapU.qg- 
together* The price Ls the sane as last pear, and we hope tho s t a n d a d  ia 
m o v i n g .  Certainly, them a m  more surveys* 

The lI+S.G. ' cp mdlcss sea- of the Northern Dales goes an as t u s  
3orzrnal l e  produoed* h d y  we have bui l t  Lip w select ion of oddnierlka, moE 
s w e y a ,  and minor f i n d s ,  for Jwrnal 4, anJ we bave hopes (as usual) tLa: 
anotbsr major d i s o w e q  m y  be just  around the noxt bond... 

Peter F Byder, 
Reaearch SCO., hL Se GO 
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The major E G  discovery w i t h i n  the pcri& covam? bv this JO-1 &s been 
the ~ x t c o s i c n  of the AyZebun Mine Cove, : ~ l s t c n ,  o(r;11m3.sincl: almost 2800' 
cf nsw passena. A d c a d p t i m  of the *ole systm,  with  i t 8  u s t o w ,  and 
notes  on geolom ctcm is ,-&yen balowe 

H i s f  ory cda Expl~m time - 
c,q8& - Ay3.oburn Levol drZven by miners of the London Lead Go., and the 
nat;uml oavern discovcrcde In 1833, T h c ~ s  Sapsvith ('-in account of the 
&in,.: 3istricts or l l s t o n  Eoor, Weardale and Tcesdale i n  C u m h r h o d  and 
Durhamt pp61r7) published 3 description of the cave, which sems to hsvc 
been q u i t c  w e l l  lrncwn as a l o c a l  curiousity. h c  miner, named R w e y ,  was 
f i l l e d  by a f a l l i n 2  rock dur in -  .,. work in the onve. 
4948 - B r i a n  Heys, with s C* U.C. C. pama m-discovered tho cave, and 
omlored downatrcam as f a r  a- the First Squccze, and upstream t o  tho 
5' watorPnlL 9 survey and JcscrQtim v ~ r c  h t e r  published in 'Cave 
Scicnmr 
~ 9 5 2  - Durhsm Cove Club fo rced  s m p  t h r ~ f i  the bouldom above the 5' 
mtcflal l  i n t o  the upstream psss:as, h t c r  sumeyed by Hylton and Elye= of 
IS. Po CI 
1969, Boster Monday, Ap;prll 7th - Ln MSG p a r t y  cnterod the Qave, t o  ammine 
fhc dormstream endo ,"rtes s m e  work, o v c v  ti.$t dry tubo - the Hz+sf 
Squeeze - on the 1. of the stmm, h e n  in a 4" beddin:, was e n l a r , ~ d  
su f f i cent ly  to a l l o w  Colin C3mm t o  7 e t  through, with some help f- 
bebind (and shrcd3ic; biz wet-suit  inL ' the  process)* He then eq lo roa  
d m m s t r ~ m  for &3QV, as f a r  as +-he Second 5qr:eeee. 

9h~elvc days l a t e r ,  on 19th April, Leslie Beavers and Stlaart H&;!son 
maao~cd t o  pass the First Squccze, and oontinucd the  expiomtion. Thed 
fu r thes t  point  raached ( ~ t ~ r t ' s  Folly)  v~os over  2000' f ~ m  the Sp~%.sea~, 

I f  was the 19th of' J u l y  before another t r ip  could be mdo,  and kJlin 
rind S tua r t  reached the end of the Bxtonsior~. F'urtber t d p a  saw the enti= 
cave surveyed, to tb-o t o t a l  l e n ~ t h  u? 4,800' (as opposed to the 600' 
quotod in 'Pennine UnZer-ndta 

History of Ayleburn Mne- 
dlthou,-,h t h e  m i n e  seems to h v e  upemtea 'ch~ouzhout *he ;=tar park 

of the  49th centurg, it does no t  seem t o  hnve been of much importance; 
Tho w i n  vein wo&d,  iyleburn Vein, c a r r i e d  zinc blendc and wi ther i te  
(berium carbonate) in the Tu f t  sandstone,  but had been removed in thq 
Grea t  Lhestone, u s u a l l g  the most w o r t a n t  c=-bearln;! s tmta ,  by the 
development of the cave. A second ve in  was cut 600' further up the icod,, 
Clay  Vein, but no records of this sunrivc* Phc on ly  record of production ia 
of 122 t o n s  of blende Prom g l e b u r n  Voin,  in the period 18946. 

Tho entmnce t o  the  levcl cullapsed thme or four years azo, and f o r  
a tiwe the mine, and m v c ,  were inaccess ib le .  However, lml. minern, 
w-inspoct;ina the worldn:s, duz out the  present entranoe in 196% Ttd.a is 
a t  thc  moment i n  a ra ther  unstable state,  and cn s m  v i s i t s  we bava fwnd 
it blocked by loose d e b r i s ,  so v i s i t i n g  cavern would bc well advised to 
=my a spade. 



DescrS,ptim of tha Cave+ 

In desc r i b ing  the.-cave, it is most  convenient t o  d i v i d e  it i n t o  three 
sections, the passages upstream of the  iqa t e r f a l l  Chamber in the "Ols Cave" , 
the .ql'Old Cave" dsmstream f rom the leJaaterfall Chamber to the  Xmt Sguoeza, 
and the hEG Extens ion  downstream of' the 'Xmt  Squeeze- 
The e Worldngsm 

The gr2sent entrance f n t o  Ayleburn Leve l  is through a loose  collapse 
hole covered ove r  with tin shee ts  and m i l s ,  on the NI s i d e  of the track 
frum Clarghyl l  Dr idge  . i n t o  the  d i s u s e d  qwrries on the No o f  Ayle Burn. 
This hole drops i n t o  the level beyond a r o o f  fall, the  o r i g i n a l  entrance . 
bein,., a few yards f u r t h e r  sou th ,  on the  o the r  side of the track* 

550' from the present entrance,  a f  tsr  wading  throush bee-deep 
t e r  i n  a level 6-1Othigh, one comes t o  a for!: in the  passage, ~ t h  above 

a r i s e  leading up intc3 the cave. The r* f o r k  of the l e v e l - i s  choked by 
col lapse  after c. 1 2U1 ; the matn passage c o n t i n u e s  for 720' , t ~ t h  ttvo f u d h e r  
rises on i t s  r. (&st) s i d e .  f e o  yards beysnd the  f'orlr a passads on the re 
rises, a t  ffrst steeply, Iko a ' T '  - junct icr , .  To the  1. is a shor t  t r i a l ,  
t o  the r* m0  st&^ 'over B 201 drop  i n t o  t h ~  branch l e v o l ,  t o  the  base of' 
a very high'and hp@reh t ly  unsafe  r i s e -  
The Rise and %try *into the Cave System. 

The riso abavc tho 'Y1-juncfim is of 27*, t he  first 12' (to an old 
stemple) cvemaoging; the remainder n o t  quite vertical, but rather loose. 
O u r  usual technique  fa f o r  the best  c*,bcr in the  party t o  ascend, using an 
old rail prupped agpinst  the wall t o  overcme t h e  i n i t f a l  12', and lower a 
25' l a d d c r  for the remainder of the party.  T m  solid beams wedged across 
the passage. a b o v ~  the r 2 s c  provide a belay. 

A t  t h e  top o f  the r i s e  a r e  t - ro  137: passazes. That s t m i a t  ahead 
(na  tuml?) runs for c. Jo t ,  coolin2 ou t  i 5' up in the roof of the cave stream 
pssa?c .  Thc normal route i n t o  the cave is on the  l a ,  where n pare l le l  rift 
(1~5th on i ts  1. ano the r  old mine t r i a l )  drops t o  t h e  re, 13' i n t o  the  cave - 
a f a i r l y  easy, but  again mther  lmss, scramble* A t  the  f o o t  of the descent, 
the  IVaterfaU Chamber is c.50' upstreerr.. 
The Upstream Pas sa ,qcs. 

Abo+c the  5' waterfall ,  a scremblc through boulders  - for about 50' - 
cnds in an easy squeeze over a U r z e  slab, and a scramble over  another rock, 
at a junction. On the r. is an a t t m c t i v e  ph rea t i c  tuba 3' w i d e ,  stmight ahead 
the 6 1  hi@ main upsemam passaze. 

The tube ( d r a u & t i n Z  innards) r u n s  for 25', t u n i n g  1. and r. again, 
to a squeezo. i3oyond this has n o t  been surveyed, but  S tuar t  c r a ~ r l c d  on, idbh 
one end of the tape, 9nd c o v e z d  s n o t h c r  400' of d y d i n g  narrow passage, 
b e f o ~  r e t u r n i n g ,  with spmc d i r f i c u l t y .  This 100' of passago had evident ly  
no t  baen eneercd before. 

Continuing up the m a i n  passaze,  the st ream i s  again met, sin-2 under  
the L walL 90' f r m  the junction Y s a shob ox-botv on the r. , 4' abbvc tho 
strean, with o second s i d e  p a s s a s ,  r u n n l n n  o f f  frm it. T h i s  bears r., a 
sandy bedding, and ends in a .fT1-junction w i t h  a higher but n a r m v  passago. 
To the 1. becmcs very ti&&, t o  the r. has been fo l lowed f o r  c.20' t o  
another  junctiol: - a slim cav%n.&i@t proceed f u r t h e r *  It scans very probable 
tha$ this connects vdth the  f i r s t  s i d c  passage, mentioned above, and a 
'through trip' may well be p ~ s s i b l o .  

The main strcarnway cont inues ;  z n d u a l l y  l o i ~ c r i n g  t o  c.Gt high, and 
becoming more wind in&,  with aft- a 2 :  dacp pool, a l a rger  seetion 12' widc 
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and 6' h i g h  T h i s  socms t o  have bean devolopcd alon;: the l i n e  cb a phreatic 
pssaif~ crossing tho l i n e  of the s t m a m y  obliquely - thc o r i g i n a l  pasage 
continuing on both r. and 1. , but each way cholted d t h  sand ef ter c. 25 ' 

The stremmy wrings r. again, 4' high and 5' aride, and continues tbw 
pools f o r  90' t o  a small chamber, where a dry ox-brmr runs of f  on the x* This 
is 9jU1 long, developin2 i n t o  a bedding 15' ~ h d e  and 2' high, and with n e a r  
t t s  f a r  end a small. 5'. M&t chamber, formed by a lay@ f a l l o n  b locb  Beyond, 
me crawls down a sandy slope to rejoin the streamway, hem a 2' high to' d d c  
cmwl, The stmaw passage, roughly p a r a l l e l  t o  the  ox-bow, 5s passable, bat 
includes a long duck with only 2- jH aimpaco. 

'Where ox-bm and s trcamwny re join there is another smll  chamber on tho 
rl , again formed by a f a l l e n  block* The stscam passago continues,  b e c d n g  
a d c r  and lower, and swinging gent ly  re, with small s takct i tos  a t  the s i d e s .  . 
Aftor ?00' the passage is 20' wide, and 40' f u r t h e r  on, tho l i m i t  of o u r  
s w a y ,  I t  is 30' mido and mther l e s s  than 1' high, ahead laver ing  f u r t h e r .  
lChc fTmr is p v e l ,  and d i ~ i n g  n i&t  m k c  a connection with Ayleburn Pot, 
if Lhought ~ ~ A h t v h i l e r  
The ''Old Cavebt. 

Thin is dasoribed proceeding downstl.leam from the 51 waterfall; 
Tho Watwfal'E Chmbcr is c. .t51 square, and 20' hi&, ~ 5 t h  o pool a t  the foot  
of tho fall. The stream passage f r o m  here t o  the mrst Sump is known as 
Ahlaohits Paasaze, from 3 -ve in  of t b t  mineral  visi'b16-'ih*'the mag at the 
foo t  of the climb d m  Oron: the r i n e  workings. 

Proceeding dormstream fran the chamber, pssimg a short ox-bow on the 
la,ahd nn ln le t  (port of the msio streem?) on the r., 50' of' ~ n s y  mlkFng 
brfngs one t o  the base of the -13' clisrb f r o m  thc  r ise.  A few f e e t  beyond, on 
the l a ,  is nn easy 10' climb io t o  the Sunp 3y=pass, and on the re, the  
atmammy lowers t o  the E r s t  $Imp 

 he sump is by-passed by a hi& sandy-floored Sft, turn ing  n after 
84' t o  r e j o i n  the stream. A t  the t u r n ,  6' up, is the cntrance cf Uppor 
Grotesque Passage. Where the stnsrr; is rejoined,  one can GEM. upstream t o  
the other s i d e  of the Sump, which cannot be of any length. Downs t ream is a 
high passage, a t  first bou lde r  st-, t h c n  narrowin@ On the 1. is the 
entrance of Lower Grotesque Passaze, just bef om a f urn t o  the r. 

Tho two Grotesque P a s c w ~ s  a= name3 f m m  a profusion of peculiar 
prodecking chert  hodules they oonts in .  Fns Upper Pasrwge is o.-?0' abovo the 
Lowet; and t h e  two connect v i a  an inpissable slit. The t o t a l  Length of the 
two Grotesque Passages is .187@ . 

Continuing dmstmam, the streanmy is 12' hi& and 2' Pride, passhg a 
mined cross-ri f t  on tho 'r. (oeex h ~ m ,  ~ n d  e lsewhen in the "Old Cave", wr1.p 
C19 dsitors, i n c l u d i n g  Sopwith, have- chalked t h e i r  i n i t i a l s  and names otl 
the w a l l s ,  and t h e s e  interestin;; g m f f i t i  remain in s u ~ r i s t n g l y  amd condition). 
Beyond, the passage swings r* , and lowers. A t  one point  the stream flows i n t o  
an impassable rift, 'and the my on is an 8' climb up in t o  a 30' cmwl (me 
Overhead c r a w l ) .  ReturnFng upstream, it is easy t o  miss tho upper level, and 
crnwl Up the lower rift, whem t h e m  a r e  dangerous loose rocks ( ~ h r i s  
hagthome of M3G oncountered these, and was fortunate t o  asoape with bmises  
a d  the l o s s  of Ma lamp). Further d m s t r e e m  a r c  a few 'easy squeezes thmugh 
boulders, and then a wet cmwl (arith on the 1. a t i d h t  ox-bow). Thc pssagc 
then lmrs furthcr,  t o  a 4" boddin;, mlth on its 1. n tight d r y  tube. W s  
rmsi for 30' t o  a small ohamber, Jwt  L r g c  onough for bvo t o  sit in. This 
ma the lhit  of d he explored cnvc- u n t i l  Easter  1969. F . 
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The Downstream Bxtensf on* 

There appear t o  be two possible mutee on Smm kha gmalE ~ ~ r n h n ~ * ~  
mentioned above* A mof bedding a n  b f omed f o r  12':, but b 9 ~ ~ t 3  t00 101lrh 
The l m r  route fa a 15' long tube, c.gt* high and i ' 61 '  wide, ~ 5 t h  a band half 
may. T h i s  should only be atf mpted by small, cavern - and enhrget~ent; woad . 
be very d i f f i c u l t .  Rescue f m beyond this paint would be virtmlly impos~fbls.  

Onoe through the squeeze, the stream ia rejoined in a more may pasage, 
foUawing the dip of' the limestone qu i te  steeply, w L t h  the stream n tnn ibg  war 
a smooth rock f loor .  Them is s l m  cmwl over f a l l e n  blmks,  then eaa ie r  
Lrands-and-lames w c ~ r l c ~  JQst b e f o ~  Aven Comer - a 7' Aven - thv st=am s i n b  
under tha lawai l ,  mappearing a fen yards donn~trcam~ Frcm hero t o  the Seaond 
Squeeels is a shallmv virtualLy static canal, partly orawling and partly 
stoop.atng. 

The Saaond Sqoeeao, much easier than the first, is Ponned by a l a h e  . 

b o a e r  in t he  d . d d l c  of the passage. Boymd, the cave begins t o  slops d m r d  
again, with ocoas%cnal n i p i d s  and ~ m l l  asmdes. The passage is up t d  20' d d e  
but rnrcly morc tb~ rci6" high, and often boulder st- . , 

A t  about $50' f r m  the Flmt Squscse, tho passage begins t o  change 
cbaraotcr, and bacano a moro usual vadosu streamway, 4' wide and hi& enough 
t o  p e d G  walktng. height incroasco t o  20', and a double bend with acme 
lam f a l l c n  s labs ,  ona reambling a table ,  g i e n g  thc m e  ' M e w  Cornart, is 
WS sod. 

i 390' from the Pimt Squcezo is the Hi& Level Ox-boa, 5' above tho atham 
on the ID, about 50' long, raw and send-f loored (the atreemmy betneon the 
ends of' tho ox-bow is smaller than usual, cridcncc t h a t  thc ax-- *s the 
o r l & i ~ l  s trcam passage) Cont inuing domstlram, t h e  small a ide  passages a t  
varying heights abovc the  strcam are passed on thc r. These lead i n t o  a ample* 
s e r i e s  of mll sandy c r a w l s ,  abviously of phreatic 6rl@n,  k n m  RB Laabadg, 
vdth a t o t a l  length  of" c. 180' . 

Dmstream of L m h x d y ,  t h c  high r l f t - l i k e  s t e a m y  euntinucs paere 
another narrow ox-bow on the r., and l a r g e  f a U e n  blocks. Af'ter pessitig a short 
side pewage on the r., the streamwag suddenly chanp chamcfer from tho d f f  
t o  an 8' .*do 3: high n o t  cmwl. J, sharp double bend with a deep a t a t t o  pool 
a t  f i r s f  s i j h t  appears a s  a smp - and was thought t o  bo by the first oxplore'r, 
hence tho name Stuartt s Folly. This is 2100' f nto the Bxtonsion. 

Up t o  this p a i n t  the ~ e n c m l  trend of the cave has been n o r t h e a t  and 
then west. Beyond Stuart 's  Fol ly  the passage opens up again  t o  9' hi@, and mila 
in a stmight L i n e  s o u t h - ~ ~ ~ s t .  On the 1. one passes tha entrance of the only 
passable i n l e t  in the system. T h i s  passage ( l t s  stream pxleunably derived fm 
onc or sevoml. of the small surface sinka a t  the roar the Urneatone outcrop) 
is a MYTOW vadosc rift, bccordng t i g h t e r .  The furthest point reached is 130' 
from the main a t m 6 y .  The passage ahead dmughte, but is very tight. 

25~.domstrcarn uf' tho i n l o t ,  kha stmam drops wer a 4' watoflal l  i n t o  the 
largest chamber in the system, Rumneg Cavern. TMES i a  50' long, 2 0 W d a  and up 
Ito 20' Ugh- Tho,flaor 1s s t ~ m  with f a l l o n  blaclrs and on the 3. f a  a d d e  
ledge, a t  the mas of which 5s a smnU ileapenekmblc Znlotg 

At the cnd of Rmnay Cavern the atream flm t h o u g h  a few feet  of' 1~ 
crawl i n t o  another chrnbar, with a 20' awn partially ahoked wfth boddsre, and 
in to  t h e  IEiml Sunp, which appears to be probably t o o  tight t o  dive. TMa p i n t  
is c0238Ot from the fimt Squoeza f m  which the Blcfonsidn was enterad* The 
to ta l  paasago lmgth of t h e  Extension is c. 2750'. 



AyZeburn Cavea and Po$. 
Those tans11 holes, obviously prM5ouKLy explored by severe1 parties, 

must bo incLuded in this descr&ptton, as they const i tute  a  pa^ of the -a 
system as the XIine Cnvo, nlthoGh mithout passable connections. 

Ayleburn Caves -I and 2 are found by f o l l o d n g  the traclc past the 
sntmnce t o  the l o v a l ,  i n t o  a d i s u s e d  quarry. :I .f CTV yards beyond the fay 
end of the queny ,  on the n o r t h  b n k  oP the Durn, is the e n t r a n ~  of Cave 1. 
Cave ST 5 s  at thc aame love1 a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  alonzsthe bankl ,"r few yards 
f u r t h e r  upstfinm, the B u r n  is crossed by a fepce. ay f o l l d n ~  this up the 
ateop bank .on the 1., and then turnin , :  r. a l i n ~  t h e  va l l ey  s i d a  h e r e  the 
fcncc turns 'l., a l a r G ~ o  rocky shnkehole is found w i t h i n  n f e w  yards - in tMs 
is the entmnec t o  Aylaburn Pot. 

tiyleburn b v e  7 is c. 120' long, with t w o  s m l l  chambers, tho emainder  
mavlinp.2.t the end, a few f e e t  before thc pssm;,c bccmes tocl t ight ,  
the re, $a .a kubc bloclced with rat her .  f i n e  f omzktions ( p r t b l l y  smashed by 
~ n d n l s  - thcae a re  v'irtun22y thc only f o n t i o n s  of note in tb whole Aylebum 
syatm),  wkLch connects  with Lyleburn Cave X3-a 

Cava I1 is 160' longc k.om t h e  sntmncc, one scmmbles down t o  a 
cimubr f l u t e d  30' aven, w h i c h  appears t o  have developed indopondantly fmm 
the mst of the cave - a n a i n t  of internst for cave  ~ecmorpholo,+sts. A t  the 
f a r  qide of the aveo 3n 8' climb up lends i n t o  the w i n  passage of the onve, 
over. -lot hi<;h and 6' x i d e ,  its s l zc  s w e s t i w  t b t  a t  one time this was the 
main strczm~ay of the system. T k a  turns la, and is soan choked, but  on the 
r* fa a~nnmcw-r i f t ,  with a false f l o o r  dividin;  it i n t o  two pssazcs, which 
communicates with thc foxration-blocked tube from Cave I, and then bemmes 
t;oo ti;.:ht, al thou-h a dmu,?ht su .::es.ts that thjs m u s t  c m u n i o a t e  with the  
H u e  Cnve streammy, pmbably upstmarn of the l i m i t  rsf explorntion* 

' Igleburn Pot consists of a clnrnber down into o descendin, rlft ( d t h  
a . s t ronz  i n - d n u & t ) ,  endin2 in a 'TI-junction with the streatmay, am 200' 
upstmarn bf the surveyed end of thc Ifine Cave. The stramwny here is t o o  low 
to follow in eithcr d i r e c t i o n ,  but a few f e e t  k c k  up tho dft ,  a amaZl.arnw1 
on the 1. (lookin;: in) l e a d s  i n t o  the s t  m m y  a few yards f u r t h e r  downatmame 
T h i s  is here just Isr.;e cnou::h t o  enter, and has been farced downstsoam f o r  
about 20t, be for^ b c c d n , =  ta, low. The lens th  of the Pot ie c*70t, and 

, the: depth C* 35' 
I 

The Survey' of the .iylcbum Cowos. 
The suxfaace a n d  u n d e r m u n d  survey,s Rqui r ed  5 trips f o r  t h o i r  

c w  l e t i o n  (see idea t s  ~ c p o r t s ) .  The MSG Bxtcnsion was aunreyed t o  Gmdo 
5C 7 revca&; a t o t a l  drop of: c.62'. betwoon .the Firsf Squoaze and the Final 
Smp - the d m p  betareen the  %try .Pran the Mina Level, and t h e  First Squeeze 
hns been estimated a t  9 ' ) .  The mmainder of the  Mine Cave, and Aylebum . . 

Caves I and XI, was surveyed to 4C (exoept tho Entry i n t o  the cavc), sinco 
the only o l i n m e t e r  t7lrc had was an , ;bey Level ,  which pmved vexy d i f f i c u l t  
t o  operate u n d e r , z r o o d )  Other apwmtus used was a 'Sunto' oompnsa (far more 
ef f icent  than  the prismatic cornpasses stil l  used by sane unenu~htenod mvo 
sqrveyors) , and a Fibron tape, the data bein*; recorded in ma t c q r o o f  note-peds 

. k i d s  oP sheets of white +Fablong stuck bsck-ta-hah The surfaae survsg and 
su rvey  of' :.iylebum Pat i s  t o  Gmde w. The m d o u s  section8 of the survey W a r e  
i n i t i a l l y  dmwh out a t  soales of 20, &O and 50v: Itt, then a U  mducod t o  a 
mstcr dm-,~ a t  100' : 7''. ThLs has rnoant oonsidcmble loss of smll detail, 
but o l a rger  rrcalc (50 ' :  11' would have been ideal)  would hnve rendered pdnt ing  
oosts t o o  h i ~ h ,  and t h a  survey sheet of unmbna~eable length .  





 los sin:: dotm, In the  f i n r i l  f m  f o e t  o f  passa,?o ore  bye lw holcs on the r. 
-?'he ~ a y  on is throu-h the first of t&ase, t h e  sgaond bein2 chokod* 
cFctirusry S e r i e s P  

Thc first holc opens, a f t c r  a few f e o t  of 9" hi ;h crawl, i n t o  a 
bcrlrling plane r o u 3 . l ~  p a r ~ i l e l  with thc min passqeb To the l., ( d m s t r o a r n )  
z b i s  s~rrinzs TI, and n ~ m o t m  t o  a f l a t  c r a w l  throuzh pools,  ondin; w h c ~  a 
$car o f  rock divides the' passa ;c h o r t a o n t a l l y  i n t o  two* 

The very  ti<:h.t; I letter-boxf cbovc the  l e a f  of  mck was f i s t  passed - 
-= C Z S S U ~ C  - on 25-2-57, by Stew P e n u r t ,  of i-,;&, the v e t  squoezo beneath being 
d u s  ou t  lataz.  Boyoncl t h c  sgucczr,, one cmcr:cs i n t o  a passa,;c runnin,r: r;. 
and 1. Thbc r~ pac;sC:,c is vcry  t i  htm 

T o  thc 1. (d~imstrenm) t h c  s t r c n r n  passa,:c c o n t i n u o s ,  mostly hsndsdnd- 
h c c ~ s  crawl in^^ for o v e r  :50f. Xcar t hc  cnd is a short s c c t i o n  h c f l  onc a n  
s t a n d  upriight, and Qhcrc > j r ;  onc s i5c  p a s s a y ,  a tubc half-fiUcd w i t h  =nd, 
and ~ Q Q  rrnal3, t o  c n t c r ,  on t ! ~  I. T h i s  sccticln of the  c a w  ends in a 'Tf- 
junc t ion ,  after a f l a t  ~ 2 n d ~  cnnl. 

To 6hc 1. ( cas t )  onc om-zls up a rift i n t o  n swill chambar, Pormcd by 
n Inr,:c f a lLcn  block. ,, san37. cofitinuin:: passa;5c is hopclossly blockcd by a 
f a l l cn  sXfib; . 

To t h s  r* n l  t h c  $7'-j::nction nm n f c w  y~rrls  of vcry nnrruw gaz,-ed crawl  
Go a f s l i c n  block,  oDs"i:ctiilr;: zcccss t o  thc pass3;;c bcybnd, ~ h i c h  1s 
! . ~ p p r o n t l y  t h c  clo?.ns +rcrzrr, contiinuatcion of t hc  main skrcammyL 
Gcncral Not cs -- I I 

H o n l  Evvol G i l l  Csvc i$ unusunr i n  o numbor of rcspacts. It is &a  
of tho fc;-br accessible cswcs cntcrccl from a s i n k  in t h e  Northern Dales, and 
it i s  onc of tho f'c-" cnvcs 5n t hc  U n d c m a t t  Limostanc - s n o t h ~ r  is Hope 
Lcvcl. Mnc  Cnvc (in t h e  Tour  r7sthom I,mst. - the name a p l i e d  t o  tho Undcrsett  
nolJl;h of Stsimcm). 

Thc! lcc.: th of thc C'IVC -guo tcd  in !P,U. is 150l. Born the MSG Survcy, 
which is t o  G I G  Grr.r:c 5C-43, c x c G p ' t - ~ . F a b ~ u  S o f i o s ,  which is &, the  l e n z t h  
i ~ .  i n  c w e s s  of 6 : 0 1 ,  r.n? the Qepth dro;nd 30'. , 

4'llthou t., ir, n o m h ~ l  c o n d i t i o n s  l i t t l c  w a t e r  f l o t ~ s  . t h ~ o u ; + ~  tho. cave 
(the mail? .  flow fm tho s i n k  a t  t h c  ent=nco s inks  i n t o  HanlhLcvcl.14ine, 
sppcarin;: i n  tk-c roof of thc l c v c l  throu :h an impassably l o w  beddin2), 
Flcod r l c b r i s  ic t k c  roo: is cvi!lsncc of  thc o e a s i o n a l  f l o o d A ~ ,  and in 
v c r y  ~c t ~ c . % t h c r :  o r  lf t hem is a threat  of s t  oms, HaA Lcvcl G i l l  Cave 
5-s n o t  a s a f e  p h c c  t o  bc. 
Old Gan!: Cavc. 

,.v-- 

Thc cntmncc t o  t h i s  a v o  - a t  t h c  base of a small: outmop of' the 
Unllcrsott  Limc.stonc a fcrr yards east  of the  cntmncc of Hard L c v e l  - was 
duL; out  on 30th N o v ~  1968- The c n t n n c c  (6rnu-:htinz) had been choked wi th  
~ o c l c s  and earth, and one 1sr;:e slab, a p p r c n t l y  once par t  of the  cave roof, 
~ h m o d  wel l -dcval  oped nnast ornosis channels. 

The wvc is on ly  30' lon-;, x o s t l y  a f l a t  mu32y cmwl, endin;: choked 
Sy l o o s c  rocks*  ,'i c o n t i n u i n ;  ?ass>:c i s  v i s i b l c ,  b u t  cond i t ions  a r c  t o o  
cra~~pct l  for di,+yin:. 
Ftrr3;hc r ldorlc. 
t- -I-- 

B& work at Hard L e v e l  G i l l  is f a r  from complcta, a n d  we kave hopes 
that' ~ U ~ U T C  publ ica t ions  will r epor t  f u r t h e r  prozrcss. The area s t i l l  presents 
mqmy problcms - the r c l a t i o n  of Old Gal?: Cave t o  the main cave, tho source 
of the two streams cncountcrcd in Spence Lcve l ,  *ether Hard Love1 Gill Cavc 11, 
on thc oppositc s i d e  of the G i l l  t o  the  main cave ( n o t  desoribcd here - a t  
<;he mcrncnt only c03G1 ion?) is par t  of t h e  main system etc. 





Smaller H ~ D *  
Apart f r o m  t h e  work  at, ,ryleb~m, and HnH L c v e 1 ' G t u ,  in the laat  

year o r s o  MSG members hsve found a ~ r l e t y  of small 'caves, some d 
considerable fn te res t .  Mth the l a c k  of documentation of Northern Dales 
cavea,. it is d f f f i c u l t  t o  ascertain whcthor we' TRKT tho first club t o  
enter these holes - Ln sme  were traces of previous c x p l o ~ m ,  but they 
have a p N r e n t l y  never been rpubUshedt previously* 
Smledale - B l i n d  G i l l  Hole. PJY 935.01 9. 

T h i s  mve is s i G u a t e d  in the Main Limestant?, on the east side of tho 
mvioe of the northern'  t r i b u h a q  of E l i n d  G i l l ,  s f e e d e r  of Gumemids 
G i l l .  The cave. eatmnce i s  very obvious,  a few f e c t  above t h e  stroam, and 
drops into a larLyc rift  passaze. To t h e  1. thc p s s a z e  : e m s ,  and ends 
0.30' frbn tho entrance. To tb 1. is a ij' climbable pitch i n t o  a r F P t ,  
choked a t  the bottom. - 

On tho opposite side of the main rift, b a n d  a l a r - e  boulder, tho 
entrance rlft continues, as a narrow atceply descendin.: passagem T h i s  was 
choked, and 21.13 out on 26-12-68, by an l 6 G  pa*. T h i s  rift ends i n  a 6' 
dmp into a second lar:?e d f t ,  pa re l l e l  to the f i r s t ,  and m n n i n t  f o r  30' 
back towards the side of the G i l l ,  where d a y l l  -ht enters Prcm n smell 
hole in the roof ( e n t r y  bere w o u l d  r e q u i ~  30' df ladder). 

The 1en;:th of the mve is 92 ' ,  the depth 36'. 
, M a d o l d  Hush Cave. NY 9431 01b - 

The oritmnce of t M s  oavc was found, 3rd  duz wt,  by Alan  el') 
Holmes of MSG in Junc 1969, who noted it t o  be d r e u . : h t i n ~  s t m n 3 y a  The 
.cave was explomd and surveyed on 26-7-69, p r o d ;  to consist of .a s ingle  
passage, mrylng in width f r o m  2-5', and %-:enelally 3-5' hi*, ni th  two 
15' awns) and a * f e w  feet beyond the secm6, a 10' hole i n  the floor, 
endin2 in a t i n y  fissure vhich seems t o  be the source of the dmu,@t. The 
main passape ends suddenly, 75' froan- the entmwce 

Two l a r z c  pieces of waod f a w d  in the cave su2,:eet that minera had  
been in, althouzh the entrnnce was virfual ly  oanpletely choked when firsf 
found  by us*, 

3asf  Gill Cave I, K d d l  NY 897.02G - 
T h i s  syatm m s  only s l i ~ h t l y  extendad by h f S ,  but as no p m ~ o u s  

s-ey or dssc f ip t ion  have bean pubkished, it 9s i nc luded  he*. 
The oave is s i tuated  on the west bank of Bast G i l l ,  a t  the foot  of a 

lm c l i f f ,  about a milo abdve t h e  confluence of East G i l l  and the Swale. 
The entmncc  i s  only a fm inckes above straam l eve l  - in f l o a d  tho 



G i l l  can flow i n t o  it - and is d i v i d e d  i n t o  two by s mck shelf, which 
one can e i the r  crat~3. mdor or over4 

~ h o  cntntnce paseaze is a c ~ ,  dcsoending ;yrrrdqmlly f o r  -60' t o  
a 6' drop, and a few f o o t  beyond opminz i n t o  tho side of n rmrqy str'eam 
passage, here 6' wide and 10' hi,@ Upstream, paasin2 three a& paasages 
~1 the r., which a l l  join in a lm b u t  wide beddin;: (which a b o  aonnecta 
with the  entroaco passage], and a s m l l  i n l e t  on the 1., the PseaZe ends 
choked a f tor  8Ot, with a manall holo  in the roof opening i n t o  an impasable 
bedding through which dafii?ht can be seen frcm the  benk of the G i l l .  ..-. 

Dmstream of the antmnce passaco, tho streahmy seems t o  end. 
abruptly in a blank m.11, with m both 1. and r. na r row rif t4 opening i n t o  
the Eeaes of avens, t ha t  on the 1.' c.35' hi.h, )vith an i n h f  passaee a t  tho 
top, v i s ib le ,  but not  en t e r ab l e  nri thout scaiiin; tacklo. 

The stream f l o w s  into a Ion s l i t  u n h c r  the w a l l  beneath the evm, 
i n t o  a f l a t  wet crawl .  T h i s  is anly a f e w  yards lon,:, and opens i n t o  a 4' 
M;ih abambcn On dhe I., past s mud bank, is o short pasaa~e_vrfth,tkreo 
evens, each 12-15' I-&& Doanstroam the stream flaws on dmv a vary amall  
passage, with s rdthcr  later d r y  ox-bow an tho I., which r e j o i n s  the 
stmamway. A t  t he  end of this the M S  par ty  du:{ throu,:h a , ~mvc l  bank i n t o  
another short; section of. stream passa,ze, end ing  with a 4' hich cross-rift 
on the r*, and t h e  strean; f l d n a  i n t o  G 6" beddin:: on* the 1. 

The t o to .1  len,:th of p s s a - e  surveyod ,in the cave is 360' (tPeW~ ', 
o p p r e n t l y  referrins t o  the same cave, ~ i v e s  225') .  Thc stmam in the cave 
is presumably 3 s u b t c m n e a n  part of the main G i l l ,  thouFzh ncithor sink . , 

n o r  as in,^ arc obviow. The systein Zs. d e f t n i t  oly unsafe in wet wuather, as 
tho G i l l  can r i s e  mpidly ond f lood  the mve. 

East G i l l  Cavc I1 is same distanoe f u d h e r  upstream, h i e r  above tho 
stroam ( a l s o  on the west bank) a t  the foo t  of a cliff. . T h i s  i a  a muddy 
cross-Etf t system, perbps  250-300' long. 

Jrkonflarthdale - Pundm rcl d i l l s .  
Thc a r e a  of G r e a t  ~ n d  Lit tLe Pundmrd Gills, to thc souw of 

irkcngarthdalc, has been thc venue of some sevon LEE mcets in 1969s. t 

(see  "Meets ~eports") .  The two streams j o in  ~ o m o  distance above a bridge 
m tho :~ rkens r thda le  t o  Tan Hill road. :A few hundred- ~ i 3 ; d ~  south (upstream) 

of t h e i r  confl;encc, both G i l l s  an: crossed by a tmck (nedotiable by .am) 
m n i n a  south-vest f ran thc- main r o a d  near ':khaw to sane old copl.pits'm& 
on the f e U s m  1 .  

Half a mile upstmam of the ford by tvhich the tmck croaees Little 
Puncbard Gill is en impressive :jor(?e in the Main Limestone. The ou'tomp 'bf 
the h e s t o n e  in Gm3t P u n c h a d ,  a t  a l o w o r  l o v c l  (due t o  both dip  and 
f a u l t i n g ) ,  is restricted t o  s few small cxposurea in tho G i l l  banks, and 

, a dfausdd- quarry by the brid,;e * e m  t h e  tmck crosses Gmat Punch& G ? U L  
Bes'i.de, this quarry -is tho p a r t l y  mil led ent ranoo of Bouth Level, accessible 
for somethin2 l i k e  b l f " a  mile. 

The main fsct of a p c l c o l o ~ m l  i i t e r e s t  is that L i t t l e  Punobrcl G i l l  
a t  times s i n k s  completely in i t s  bed, and p r o h b l y  reappea= a t  a spriq? 

near the bridle in G r e a t  Punchard (sac map) half n mklo m y  and 200' lower. 
Further upstmarn in G r e a t  Punchard is what is a p p r e a t l y  ' a  foadi.1 s i n k ,  
possibly onoe feodin the same r is in , .  On the east flank of' ~ i % t l - e  -finchard 
val ley a r e  some m a l l  s inks ,  311 of w h i c h  sesus',-r,e l o c a l l  down the 
val ley,  beside the ford, is a l a rzc  r l s i n z  (impenetrable 
of limeatone, the source of which is problomatioab ' 





MSG activi t ies have been concentmted on the gorse in L i t t l o '  Punched. 
The win ' d i g ' ,  a rift beside the s t ~ s m ,  proved t o  'closo t o  e 3" f i s s u r e  1Q 
d m ,  but thmo opan pots  have h e n  explored, tho f i rat  two probably 
connected with tho main  hydro lo l9ca l  system. i l lso in the gorge, on the west 
siQe, 3s.a  small cave, about  20' lonp. This c l o s o s  60 an impassable rlft, 
W c h  soarns t o  Hiden further in- Onc a n  climb 20' i n t o  the roof, but this 
cloags. ' 

Si lver  #air& Pot. NY* 959.03 5. 
Unusually s i t u a t e d  c. 30' above the btroam in the west. bank, a t  the top 

of thc.lirncstonc, end d i r e c t l y  b a l m  an overhan;$nz soar of s h a h  frum nhdoh 
frons s silwr birch tree. The sumcry of thc pot makes a doscription 
umecdesarg. ill three  "pitchcaw a n  be free-climbed, but a ropc w . leddm 
is a help* Purhin ; this hole, by blastihd or d i ~ i n g ,  a t  the m m r m t  seems the 
best  prospect in the G i l l .  



Pot  I1 (as y o t  un-nnmod) NT 960*035* 
A few yards dormstroam o f  Si lve r  i34rch Pot, on t h e  opposite side of 

the Gill, a cave entrance is viaiblo q5' above skream Imre$. d preoazloua 
ascent ovcr mud and vozetation lcads i n t o  a 72' cmwl, and n squwzo onto a 
30' c l 5 m h b l o  pitch, ohoked st the bottom, b u t  a:tin a possible ? d % ~ t  
Stones Pot,. N% 961; 037. 

- 

This in s i tua t ed  hi& on $he east side, of the ravine, above tho 
collapacd Stones  Lsvo l ,  a t  the mouth  of the limestone ; lorp.  Tho entrance 
is in a prominent ~ h a k e ,  in which a smal l  stream s inks ,  and rwppears from 

t i n y  fissures about 50' lmr d m  
Stones Pot - Sketch Plan* thc h i l l s i d a ,  fhc hor izonta l  distance 

b between s i n k  and r i s i n c  bein; only 
I 

a few yards* 

Chokod (-c. 35' ) The Pot  has two entmnc?-a,---c>5e . 
to,fcthcr, droppinz i n t o  a rift pssage.  
which within a few feet entsm a 
surpr5sin;;ly Bar;r,c ohambar, a 20' 

I s quam and 25 Mzh. On the rm , a 
l a v e  r i f k  drops  s t e q l y  to pa-gs 
35t b~10w entrance l e v o l ,  bef am 

20' pi tch  n a m J i n 2  and b e c o d n ~  choked. On tbs 
I., a smll  hoLe opsna onto a 20' 
lndden  pitoh, wtth an avon abwe, f rm 
which the atmam entern, wraldng the 
d i m b  mthcr wet. The shaft n a r m  
tomr-d~ t h ~  bottom, where the water 
disappears i n t o  t iay f i s s u r e s ,  with 
no posaible m y  on. The t o t a l  Bangth 

of tho &t is perhaps 8 0 ,  and Bcpth 35'. 

Damoclas Hole. UZ O.tO,O& 
T h i s  cave is s i t u a t e d  in tho l h e s t o n a  plateau above L i t t l e  ITindagg 

Scar, abou t  ha l f  s mile to thc m a t  of. t h ~  Stan;! Paaa rmd- There am 
s c v e h l  shallm shakcholcs on the rather  marahy -plateau, none exposing any 
s o l i d  rock. In the s o u t h  end of ono, a smnU and drippin. ;  hole in o 
.mss  slope drops dawn into a roomy rift  with a doercanding floor of' vergr 1> 

l ooao  rocks. A t  the buse of t h c  slope ona cn tc rs  a fino passnl:e, evidently 
a major phmatic t u n n e l .  

Uni'oAumtcly, after on ly  o f m  f e e t ,  there has been a second ' 
collnpse, this time n o t  reachin, the surface* ii slopo of p&sed b o u l d e ~  - 
t o o  dnn,-prous t c -climb - leads i n t o  n second rift ohambar with a huce 
block (fr~rn which fhc w , c  of t h e  holc is de12lvdd) han,$np, f b t h o  roof, 
apparently d e f y t n l ;  ? p d t y e  On t h e  re side of the s lope a crawl continues, 
the r*. k11 and roof part of the sca l loped  s i d e  of t h a  phmatfc tunnel ,  
the  f l o o r  and 1. wall loosc rocks. , ~ f t e r  10' is a .12t deep hole in the 
f l o o r ,  all in 1ooac boulders, and 15' f u r t h e r  an unsafe rocks block the 
passa,:c. Sencath t h e  en tmnce  slope is ano ther  shor t  c rawl ,  e v a  mom 
unsaf a. 

Fern carved f h h t i o l s  Zt i~ obvious vro a re  not the f imt  party t o  
hnve ~ o u n d  t h i s  ca'vo. i' Gmde 5C survey shaved fhe len:tth Lo bc 920'' and 
tho depth 36 ' ,  The ffno'ghs&;:e so b f i d ' l y  saen su3:esta tibt a very 
ehens ivo  fossil a . v o  "systm must uudwlie tho cma, and is compambl~ with 
that of m c ' h  a fam seobions are seen in Sod- Hols Gill Cavea, Fossdele. 
.ittmpts S O  'pusht Ddmoclea Hola uould- well prove d u i ~ i r ' i d ,  and d o r t u n a t e l y .  
thore socm t o  be no o t h c r  holes in the  nrca, and no s inks  or rising8 of any. 
sizo in tho l imestone hero. - , -. . .- . ., . 



B ~ m o k a  Cmsa Cave* NZ m.&1. 
TMs cave is situated in an musualt poaitfon 3Wt on the brrLnk of' 

Windegg Soar, e m i l e  or so south of hmooles Role. Ths Q SW 6" map 
t h e  name 'Bornaka Crass' on the f e l l  J u ~ t  above t h f a  pa& of t h ~  Scam 

Tks cava is c.50' long and perhaps 40 or s' deep, d t h  two 
d h k b 2 e  deaoentn of o.20t, and is developed along a riPt,  with no 
evidenoe of =dose action, The 'rift mn be follbwed at two levlola, the 
lower route with the two'alimW, w s traverse i n  the roof endin2 in 
loose boulders above the foot df the second descent* The jo int  du ddch 
Horrocks Cross Cave is developed is prominent i n  the f a m  a? IChdegg Smrj, 
with a6, pbvious cave entrance OR it (becoming too  ti&t imediatelg), and, 
a t  its foe*, beneath the di f f  end e t  the top of the sorec slope belm the 
Scar, a peculiar pothole (flomoks Cms Pot),  c U $ ~ ~ b l s  for c. 15' t o  
ahem if olosea t o  an dxtremelg ne r roa  Pissum. 

.. , . 
~ r e t a d s l e '  - pcnnt~ M e l l r s t t ~ ~  H O ~ .  m 963.127. 

' ,\ vezy smll hole near the south bank of the River G r e t a  b1f a ndle 
doanstm&n of h 3 ' s  3rid&,. near %em the X v e r  sinln, a seowd time, had 
been noted by M3G mrabem an a number of oamsiooam 

011 the 7th June 1969, Colin Carson and PFQ, after a tr ip  d m  God's 
Jfidge River Cave, v i s i t e d  this hole s g i n ,  and noted thst a smlL stream 
-ootila b(r h a d  d m  it. BX&M t i on  started, and the m ZBOLO&CBI 
waa auuidantalLy dmpped d m  the hob,  which satre added incentivtl f o r  
the mnfinbqf i o n  of wo*, until the enlarged b l e  mas just b i ~  enou,@ for 
Colh t o  squeeze d m .  TMS' he d i d ,  d m  1.2p, into a swU atreammy* 
Damstream, after 10', the  passn,ga ended in a hupleas  ohoke (fhe water . 
Ases at the a i d e . &  t h s  .dry bed of the  G r e t a  a few yards array, and p m p t l y  
sinks azain)a Upstreem, the pesssze, a t  first 5' wide and 3' high, mrea for  
c*30@ M o m  suddenly c los in:  t o  a 6" b a i n g  This ~ t m m  is pmhbly  that 
frcm .the Weat Mellaaters s i n k  (WY %&124), its imdcr~zouod ~ c u r s s  
pmbablg bein2 lnd ioa ted  k y  a small  drg vaU.q,  and a line uf a h k m *  

Wea*lo - Saaobt s Well Cave. Sea elsewhem- 

APsIioa dma - Rabbit skuU Cave, fifttls Mil. NY m.392. ' 

T h f s  a v e  is situated at ' the  foot  of w Umsatone s a r  on the east s i d e  
of t h e  L i t t l e  G i l l  valley, jufit before the stream I* thr~~.gh the 
limestone ,:orgo- The entrance is c.4' aquare, but hidden a t  times behind 



&ant and femoious pett1e.e. The entmncc ohamber had bcbn vgslted by 
preddua kT$ies,' but. an 209-69 it m s  decided t o  pay .$bis.Uttlc 
ayk -i e.v%dently a fo8sSl-mnur,-jence - more a t ten t i on ,  in the hope that 
it'iizht formosely hsvenbem f e d  by LPttlc Gill s inks ,  n m  feediw 
Priorsdale . . R i s i n z i .  and reizht just possibly provid* a route Lnto that 
s g s t m .  . 

&y&d $he entrance 'ckmber, the' cave cioses t o  a tight tube, passed 
a f t e r  bha &mqml of a -Pew rocks. Begond it widens a s i n ,  than. closes to 
a very ti&t side,ways squce're. There is a thlclc layer  of mud on the floor 
'he&,* .in *oh d&ppini water &IS. eroded e e U  basins, revealin& a l a y e r  of 
'rabbit' bones, .;lnoluding one well pre&nred sh l l  - hence the Pame - ,. 

beneath.: Tdqi squeeze is hbaut 6' long, into sli.:htly easier cmwlinz, for 
a few yaFds, t o  where it oloses t o  becane absolutely impassable. 
For tunate ly  a t  this po in t ,  on the l., io o 7' hi$ oven, .providing -a pleoe 
t o  t u r n  round, fmm where to  s t r u 2 3 e  back t o  bsyli2ht. The lent$5-bf th' 
a v g  ia about 65'. Itlwas t h o u ~ h t  that there is in fact no wmeattm with 
t6c L i t  tl8 Gin - Priorsdale system, f he f omcr sink prom bly on the 
f e l i  Above th B G B ~  

8 .  

I 

1;fest. sthnmure A r e a  - Smeltmill .Beck Cave. . NT 849.116. 
. I  , On a. v i s i t  to  meltm mill Eeck Cave on fqovember i s t ,  1969, C o r n  and 
PMl, Robinson, a long with an N. U. C.C. ~ u e s t ,  Pouna two extensions. 
S w g .  Islet was 'pu.shedt, a l l  ti $t c g w l i n z  a i t h  no roam to t u r n  mrmd, 
fbr 12Uf, and the 1. hand passa_e of AaaCmcker ~ e d e s  (rmrked 'smpt ar 
the..su;?ley. - w h i c h  it is in wet weather) pushe2 f o r  w e r  dm', tb a fairly 

. . d e f i a t e  end,, this invo lv ing  3 short ~ m u i n e  amp, free-divec! by Colin, - 
~ & f  e e p  mud and ducks. ,' f utum publication w i l l .  dtm reports US 

.f,Ms apG other n a n  work in Smelbi lL  The t o t a l  len;th cb the oave (found 
'by ='in 1967) is noa over 6,2Wr, mefin; it tho longest aoossdble 
natuml  . I cave north of Craven* 

The Longrrst Caves in the Hurthem Dales. _I - -- ;A L i s t .  
.. . . .. - .  -. 

L 

Fairy. Hole, East ,ate in  eard dale +(now inaccessible and part ly des tmged  
by quafiying)  - former lenzth was 12,000'+ 
Silverband Mine Caverns, G r e s t  Dun Fell ( n q  inaccessible, t h r o u g h  colbpse 
aP mine worldngs). Length 6,000' + 
Smeltmill Back Cave, Steinmore. Length 6,200*+ 
Ayleburn Kine  Cavc, -\lstoa. Lencth 0.4 BOO'(inchding iiylebum Caves, total 
l e ~ t h  of systam almost exactly ? mile$ 
Thackthmito Deck Cave, islaigg. Len :th 2,500' + 
Eope Level ]line Cave, Stanhope. Lenzth c. 2,400' 
West Soref ton Pot, Coverdala. Length c. 2,000' ( ~ e p f h  145') 
Godr b B r i d z e  River  Cave, 3 m s .  Len,-th i ,850' , indudin;: nearby caves 
which are part of the same systan, c*2,20Ov. 
Borr&ale Beck H a d ,  Stainmore. Unsmeyed,  l e n t - h  perhaps 2,000' . + - .  . . .  I?) -+  . 

I M r l e y  G i l l  Hole, r i s l d g g .  Len jth 1,700' 
Various d n e  mvams,  now inaccessible,  nouU a l so  posdbly  fii;nx.8 

on *this  l ist  - Flushimere, Pams End, Lunehead, etam 



. . - - 

(This list is not 'complete, soma meets, mostly on Craven, being omitted). 

2-4 1-68. Coverdale. S.Hodgson, C.Lanzt home, P. F. Ryder. 
Xxmssively wet cond i t ions  prevented any tr ip  underymund- 
bi 1 4 %  ~skrig-7 - S.H. ,P*F.R. 
A long mlk t o  inspect  the $ ink  - in sil t ,  and impeoetmble - of .N ty  G i l l ,  
which f ocds the Omop 9is ing .  One open p o t  m s  found  on the way, clos ing 
dom'hftcr  20'. 
"rd-4 .t-68. Hard Lcvcl G i l l ,  J. C.Longstaff,  P* r'.B. 
&mas EM Lcvc l  was explored f o r  c* 2300t, as f a r  as a very unsafe C O ~ ~ ~ S C ,  

over wMch G strohg d r a u g h t  blnvi Thc sumey of HU: Cave m s  then commenced. 
30-li-68. H a d  L e v o l  G i n .  J. C.L. , AF.R. , GM. and R.Dovies (Y.U.?. T* ) 
Old Gang Cavc was' opened and e q l o r c d ,  ond.thc survey .of HM; Cave continucd~ 
Brandybottlu I n c E n c  ~ m s  also inspected. 
7-1 2-68. Gunnersi dc ~5.i L J. C. L. ,F. F+ R. 
Savcml l e v c l s  and  Botchcr  G511 Sink we= inspec ted .  
<4-.12-68* Jacob' s iVcf1 Cave, Frost erlcy. C*L. , Z. F;3* 
21 -1 2-68. Jacobt s Cave* S.H. , A. Hohcs ,  P. Fa R. 
Most of thc cavc was survryod t o  ~ m d c  4. For d c a d p t i m  so@ olscahdrc* 
23-1 2-68, Upper Fossdnle. S. W* ,P. F a  ?. . . .  

Various moll  h o l m  wcrc fo;nd, tho l a m e s t ,  koukd ~ i l i  P d  (SD* 863.953) 
a climbable d c s c ~ n t  i n t o  r i f t  chamborn. c* 60' long. 
24-1 2-68.. (8uak crsidida G i l l .  C.Cnrson, S:H. ,P. ~ o b i n s o n ,  .P. F4 R. 
B l i n d  Gill H o l e  (see tNevr ~xp10mtions * )  was explored and surveyed, and a 
dcsoent of Etvelaap Scar Pot  essayed - JO* and 20' pitches, vcvy loose racks. 
261 2-68 ,~opo  Lavc l  14ine Cavc. C. C. , 3. Cooper,S.H. ,GL. ,J. C.L. P.R. J'*F.R. 
Tho low crawl n e a r  tho f i n s 1  smp was fornod, but ended a f t e r  a few f e e t  in 
o hopeless choke and a sta,qnant pool. 
f-1-69. Sf oclcdalo. C.C. ,s.j?. P.F;R. 
hhny shakeholcs -crcrc inspected, snd a very wet-  10' long a v o  found in Gra iny  
G i l l .  One i n t o r c s t i n ~  risin in Stockdalc is choked 15' by l ~ o s o  roclu. 
1 A-1 -69. Fapger~iU. S.H. , Pw Fa?. , G 11. Daviss (Y. U. R* T+ ) ' 

P small cave pass38c was found 200' i n t o  the Main Horse Lovol' (~1990.071) 
and S l a t  H o l e  Level,  an extensive and i n t r i c a t e  system, X s i t b d .  
14-1-69. Hope Leve l  $line Cave. S.H. , P.F.R. I 

An attempt t o  push the  ' d r y t  do~mstmarn"snd of tho cnvo, amidst l boac  . 
boulders- and f o u ~  mud, fa i l ed .  
26-1 -69. Pgn~h2 rd ~ i l i s ,  drken,~arthdalo. J. C. L. , P. R R *  
A 15' cavc waq dug o u t  in G ~ s t  Punchard ,  and vax.laus fea tums of intemst 
in Little Punchad inspected.  

f ' 1-2-69. Little Punchard. J.1C.irmmrnith, L+Becvers, -t.H., & I h i ~ h t ,  P.F.R 
The pitch in Stoncs Pot  (see 'New Bq?lomtimst ) was descended* Foul y a t h e l s  
8-3-69. L i t t l e  Punchard.  J. L i. , L. 3. , B.H. ,. J. C.L. - , *  - 
Jzain bad ncn t h e r  (3 '  snm) prevcntcl? any s i s i f i w n t  work. . - - 

1 ~ - ) - 6 9 ~ ~ a s b ~ i l l  ~ n v e r a s .  J . . ~ i t I d n ; . s ,  L;B. , J.L , P.F.R. , C m C *  
a jo$nt rncct'vLth 9.U.C.C. An enjoyable trip. Later,  s a c  of thc p d i y  
became involver1 kith a rescue fm- 14em~i l l  Hole, 2nd spent a d & t  on 
In;;lcborough i n  a m,$n.: blizzard. 



5 4 9 -  %st G i l l  Caves. C. C. , J. C* , S*& , P. P.R 
East G i l l  Cave was oxtondad o l;itblc .(for ~osor ipt ign . : soa  olsswhora) and 
survayod t o  CRG Gmdo l&a % s t   ill Cave II, a muddy cross-liLf t system 
e n t i m l y  dLffcreht  in chamatorfm tho f irst mva, and o fcw hllndrcd yards 
f u r t h e r  north,  was a l s o  oxplomd. 
7-4-69. dylcbum mno .&vo. Ju ELL , C. C* , C.L. ,. P. F.R* , J .Vaddarbm.= 
Thc bmalrtkrou& into t h o  dawnstream oxtcnsian wns m d o .  
%4169. iricon,?prthdale. S.X. , P.R. , P.F.R. 
Si lvor  Birch Po t ,  in L i t t l c  Punchard, discovered. Latcr, thc cnve in the 
Horse Levol  i,n f i~eergLl1 was pushed a f u r t h e r  fcw f e e t  t o  a t o t a l  choke, 
c-30' ~YOII tho loval* 
17-469. N o d h  Stainmom and W ~ p c r q l l l .  L. B. ,. S O H *  ., C. La , P. F.R. 
B BIIE&I. pot a t  tho r ca r  of the  l m s t r  plateau e fcw hundred  ynds  south-osst L: 

Smelhnill Back Cave pmvcd t o  be cholced o fmr f ee t  (?m. In F n a e r g i l l ,  o 
I d l e t  a t  a risinz was c m n c c d .  
19-4-69. 3ylcbu~~1.  L. B. , Js C. , C. L. , S.H. , Pa F. TC , L o  i lorth. 
B t ~ r t  Hod?;son and Lcs Beovers e x p l o ~ d  the rn j o r  pnrt of the Exfensim. 
tdoanwhilc, the suf lacc  survey, ant! tba t  of L y l e b u n  Cave 1, rrns ccmolenced. 
26-&-69. Herr! L e v e l  G i l l . .  S.H. , P. F.9. 
;-inn5 Lovol  G i l l  Cavo ii found, O U .  Gsng C ~ V C  S U I Y B ~ O ~ ,  Bmndybottle visited. 
29-4-69. L i t t l e  Punch3rd.S.H. , .P. P.3- 
Tho 'Sg' in LeP.Gi11 proved t o  close t o  a 3" P i s s u ~ .  
3-5-69, Ja cobT s T e l l  Cave. J. C. L. , ?. F. 2. 
The survey 1~3~35 ccmplctcd - t o t a l  lm+h  just over  1,OO1. 
17-5-69. Upper Hudoshapo. J. C. L. , P. F. 2. 
25-5-69. Sle i  Gill,.:A~:cenGqrtMale. J. :LA,. , ,.A*, J.C.L. , P.F.R. 
Tno m a l l  caves mre ' fo lmdT,  both a p p ~ e n t l y  developod on tbo sapllc m a s t e r  
j d n f ,  on opposita sides of thc n l l o y .  30th an, d r g  rift  avos .  Scatter 
Scnr.Cave is j 10' Imz, .and North  G u t t o r .  Hush Gave, e n l a ~ c d  by miain~;.nrid 
vvith aano c o l o ~ r f u l  Plowstono, 85'. 
I _ + - -  -- 
I 
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Ecrnisha B u m  Sink w s  inspected - the Burn f a l l s  i n t o  an -open pot, 25' deep, 
d r o p p i n :  to n tizhht rift (and populated by addem). LynnUrlc cave,' Stanhope, 
%as visited and surveyed t o  G m d c  & ( t o t a l  lonsth 36Ov, 'P.U. ' d v e s  460') 
Tharc s e a  no prospects o f  further exfenaim. 
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. i. 3- of t h c  main. system was continued,  and t h e  
F s r .  ;sc- X v c r  Clvc inspoctcd.  L m r  I.IolImtem H o l e  'ITerc 

:r_,. \ ---1 - ; . . , - a d  .- out. 3 rd  emlorcd .  "- Ga:: g 5I;L': "C 
- - -31~zmL.B* , J - H .  , P.P.9. 

;;21:c ~ ; h c y ~ ; ; ; i r r '  
. . a i  t h e  dovmst~carn s m  of the R i v e r  Cave was visitc3, 

"c:- Lr--;c, jcin,: very lo~.p-~ 
J.C.L. . I).F.T. -- 
I )  p ~ o v a d  t o  bo a 30' l a d d e r  p i tch,  '~'Jith no 

C.L. , J.C.L. , p.~.i7. 
i n  t:lc Grocn Scar s n a  (8. of ~emerwater) were looked st.  

~ T E I T J C ~  ko  be n c -  80' rift  cave o n d i n d  in bou izc r  
. .  
- ohokt 6 .TO-, bo:; 55x1 C l v o a ,  on t hc E. f l a n l i  of Possdale,  vrom thch visited, 
wid- i:mv >C. !5:~"; ir,: eyes t i n , ? .  

I 

, :2-7-5$ . : C.:C. , J.C.L. , I?.?., P.P.3. 
1- -.-- ...,.., 

The. :~o,o:,c Pi::rn:lnh c IIolc (!,?L 6?9$459) - an a t  t r n c t i v o  stream cave, c. 1,000' 
20: - 
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r C : :  3 anr? E C; 9. T. surveyors m e t  vhtf in .  La tor.  Hunterf Hela, 
ii.: ':A? '. l,rri~ SSCT,;C"CC c.1~0  ( E k e  Tutm2nts, in tho $Lr ~ i ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ) ,  . 
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26-7-69. G m n e r s i d e  and Hard Leve l  G i l l s *  S.H. , C.L. , p* F.?. 
The f i rs t  meet b s e d  on newly acquired YTintexrjcngs Farm. F r L a S s l d  

Rush Cave ( d u z  out a month  or so previously by -4.H.) was explored and 
aumeyed, and  survey tvorlr in Hard Level  G i l l  Cave continued. 
2-8-69. i y l e b u r n  Gine Cave. C. C. , S.H. , 3. C.L. , P.19. 
The survey tvas cont inued.  
6-8-69. ~ i c o b ' s  Well Cave. C.C., J . C . ,  N . h b l e t o n ,  C.L., P.S., P.F.?. , 
P. Stephenson (3 .  ;L. C. C, ) B o t h  extsmities elf the cave - mood Y i s i n g  S e r i e s  
and the strearnay - were 'pushed' f o r  same d i s t ance  beyond the Urnits of 
t h e  survey (which h a d  already been pr ihbed,  so  no nmendrnent could be made) 
It is uncertain whether vie were t h e  f i rs t  t o  e q l o r e  these  passsa3es ( f o r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  soe elsevhere). 
10-8-69. I D B u m ,  mi 1 C. C. , 3. 5. , C. L. , P. 1. , a n d  , y e s  t. 
V a r i o u s  smail c ~ v e s  in D r y  aurn, c. I mile west of  &mi;rill, \I were ewlomd, 
but rime connec ted  with the sub t e r r anean  course of t h e  stream* The lonzcst, 
a tth;rougb t r i p ' ,  is of c.100'. in 012 r r i n ~ ,  cn t h e  eas t  b n k  of the  a m ,  
d t h  a 30' pi tch ,  was a1s6 e x p l o r e d .  ,,11 t h ~ s e  ho les  a r c  in the S c a r  Lrnst. 
6-8-69. Great Sleddale.  S. H. , P. 3'. 7. 

The "S~~a1lo.v Holcs  " marlied on the  9. S- 2;" cep  on t h e  cas t  s i d e  of Wavery 
I ; G i l l  (SD 842.9%) proved t o  be n e ~ l y  b k l d e r y  s h k e s .  iiore i n t e r e s t i n 2  
:holes mere  found  in and above Lcng Sar, on the scilth s i d e  of Grea t  S l e d d a l e  
bi3ec$. Some of these  have becri p ~ v i o u s l y  been entern-y Y.P.3. ($LPW C. 
Journa l  Sumner 1967). The mia s i n k ,  above the scar ( S 2  827.988) ,  has a 
very rimpreusive 45' deep men pot. 
~0;8-691 Aylcbum and &&ali- .;.& 3.Gmok, H.Cmbtree (L.L. S.:O ) , C.C. , 
S.H. , P. ?* , P. 1'. 2. The s u r v ~ y  of t h e  , y l e b u m  K i n e  Cave Extensior ,  mss 
aanpleted. Tynebot ton  Level o f  Garrial1 was v i s i t e d ,  and isrzc nail-head 
spar crysta 1s found. 
6-9-69. G r e a t  S ledda le .  C.C., J.E., C.L., P.F.R. 
Fur the r  vor!? i n 7 h e  L c n j  Sca r  srea (as y e t  uncanplctc)  . The m i n  s i n k ,  
Great Slcddalc .  Pot ,  was survcyed t o  Gr= F. Below the open p o t  n scmtnblc 
down throuzh b o u l d e r s  l eads  t c  sn  undc r l round  l a d d e r  p i t c h  of c.2OW, and 
a strearmimy descending for s fei: yards  t o  s depth of 8Z1 ,  b e f o n  becoming tm 
tight Long Sco- East  Cave was pushcd t o  6 5 ' ,  a l s o  becamin2 t o o  narrow. 
6 - 9 - 6 9 . s r  F r n c i s  Level ,  Gunnerside Gill. i.11. , P.Stephenson (&A. C. C. ) 
About a ~ i l c  of' ~ l f z d i n z ,  up t o  ch~st deep, lcsds t o  t h e  impressive cngine 
room, Photocmphs TER taken.  - - 

8-9-69. i ih i r l ey  G i l l  Hole. C b  C. , ?a7. , 2. F.T. 
The f i r s t  F 6 G  v i s i t  t o  t h i s  unusual cave. The cnt.  p i tch is of 30 ' ,  in 
a c i r c u l a r  f l u t e d  s h a f t ,  fo l lo rwd by thmt .lC1 drops i n  a descendin;: rift 
(60' 1 3 d d ~ ~  m i l l  just suffice). 3 c l m  is a n o t h e r  6' d r o p  i n t o  the  strrarn 
pasBagc, a Ion2  mt crab'fl. Described in t hc  ' i-*L* 3.i. Z q l o m t i o n s  Journal ' .  
104-69. - nest Stonesdale. C. Cm , S.H. , P. F.?. , J. ;i'. 
rl surface Tnlk  .- 2 f m-T s m a l l  h o l e s  f oundm 
- 6  Qunnersi.de G i l l .  C* C. P. :'.% 

I - 
Another ~ ; a l k ,  o fcl-; f'cntums of i n t e ~ c s t  n o t e d  around Ewleep  Scar. 
12-9-69. Lit t l ~  Punchard. C. C. , P. F. 2. - 
.I tbjlrd pot WLLS d i s c ~ v c r ~ d  in Little Punchard Gorze. 2nd descended by C4C4 - r 

B i l v o r  Birch Pot  m s  re-examined, t o  assess prospects of f urthor cxtensian. 
With some w o r k  it Ml:ht be poss ib l e  t o  b r c o k  i n t o  f u r t h e r  pass3ges, and 
if t h c  s t r ~ m ~ r a y  vhich presumably cxi'sts bstxvcefi XI.?. Gorze and 'tho r i s i n ~  
by t h c  b e d ~ c  in Grcst Punchard can'bc reached, t h c  e f f o r t  ncccssit3tcd 
would be amply repared, 





. - 
2 ,  * '  - , 1 - , .. . -  - .  . - : ,- m. - d . -  ..-:12-: -..-.-- .:*->!.--.-.L 
2 1 2 c ( ; c i  ' i .  L . r  X : c ' ? ? r ~  t i c -  ) T ~ s  extended, and L i t t l e  Gill Pot 
!:;;:i:: L A Z ; , C - C ~  zc. ;n 2 ~ ~ : - : . l j i  :. -. s c ~ C i - : ~  cf this 00' l o n g  @le previously 
: :  5 , . ".- 

I 
.,- - .;a 3 ~ i l c ~ a r d  ( espec ia l ly  in E t u r n )  20' 

1 -  A 

L-LL:-J . r p  a'; i;h: < A T .  r3.r: -.' L - -  . -.t - r_a\*z I c . 3  into a n a m  cmwl f o r  a few yards  
LC. 3 2L1 c E r . k ? ? L ~  :- - -3?r -c  - - .  .- '.- T 2 ?.<f2; clwrnber, c l o s i n ~  down a t  both ends to -. r'- 7 - , 1 '- 1,: -. -- f 6. 
. -L-LIy4r ,-- " 3 C  - 

- - ,  . ,i'7=-9 -65. 0 L ' . .  J , J. t . , P. P. R. -- d* - ,- A&. --.-a 

? >  : .r-9 \,en ~ Q ~ C L ;  kt, liLA ; ~ r . ~ . A : z r  .-Ln;r f rjr Priorsdalc  Ris ing ,  but none was 
I - : ~ ~ ~ l r c n L c  Iastectf . 3 C S . X C : . ~ ~ . C  jLy:<.lLQja) ?l?in~ was noted  (M 8q3.409)-, which 

; . L31.t -:yt:l.l 2 2  L'L? Ly S311,' F-17: .:.V: $S.nk*, prnvicusly p ~ s m e d  t o  feed Priomdale. 
- . . .  

C'le d-.:;?.e cave ' ~ ~ 2 3  f~):lni!.  :i.iSi t'.;  SOUL^ Cznk of the  Durn  a t  NY.815~'&10, in - * -- . ' ' i ! c  P3thc:~ .;:LI'?SLJ~~C.. - L~.;, :CT: n 2 ~ r e n t l y  a subternneon ox-botp of t h e  
- ,  

. - , d 1 G :  T.:>~::., 2.i;. ;:.:!,,i - :;clJ,hmf: Fold cove. 
~. - * 

- .  - 
, ' . . - J ~ ~ - - ~ > ~  TT.2~:: Lcvc:-+ t , . -  , ,  

---rr..-..ru. u-a-r u.-- 
J s C .  > P0F.P. 

-?'I?.,' S?CC,-E L c - Y ~ ~  ':i~?;; ~ t i ~ i r : ; l ~ C :  , L.. ) , s ~ 3  a v a r i e t y  of i n t e r e s t i n g  features no$edm 
: 3-: 2 4 3 -  : - . ; ,  5. ; I ,  J1. , 2'. S t c ~ h e n s o n  (a .,. C. C. 'I , 

<.. . -.-'-'..- --.* 

A .- - i r - 1 .  3 :  2 '  : i * r O b ~ ~ /  3um ( 1 ~  927.344) were inspeoted. . 
-. - 7 - . ne rc  a::? h,:o > u i c s ,  3 tiYy JL-.L ,: t o r  zht C. 10' down,. nnd the main s i n k  in 

, !  . - .  c I - :  Sod, c l c s i r r -  z Z t c c  I ; .  t~ n 4." f issure* Further north,  on the' 
7 -  . 

22 3 -, 11 iiiL: oi- Y T , . , ~  . ~ . ~ . e , ~ n h z ; i c b ~ ~ 1 1 -  ;A a r e  n i i n a  of large shakes, the I t i l l i e  Holes ,  
T '' 

-'--11 r i i ~  <J - L a t o  i - ' 3 1 1 ~  r i ~ l ? -  IT. *)riC of h h o ~ ~ ,  a t  nppmx. NY 934.359., is a 
G c 'I5!.1=17 !ic?r: P o t "  : n p : . ~ ~ 3 r i a ~ 5  squeeze through poised boulders 

-. -p-- ~ ; L .- t ~ t 3  1 d l?sc~nC:i.~7-: r5.Pt , a:t.okld n b o t ~ t  30'. dam. Heights a u a n y  Cove 
, - - -  - , . 7  - 7 -  

,-.A . -s:) : > ~:~Fc!..,?l:r P. .l:.? E 9r , ?roved t o  be choked and too  n a m  .. - <. . . - - 
- , - 7 -  . C ~ Z ~ J F  I I ~ i p h t ~  . ' :~ ' ! i l . ,~  Y2.1;  ~ i i . ?  311 old level, ~ i c h  c;ln be fo l low& 

-* . --, / - a  - - -  -,Ad . wi!;h a :iigh .:j_zLd 
-- p . 7  7 -*l: -5; I--cYr,rt C ~ V Q .  I<.>. . . . . . , ., 7 guests. * - ---- 

- .  , ,- 1 x. , - 
# . -  , . r r l s r : , l l  3cck.Cr3qc. 2.G :. n 3  zucst. - ---.- -- - . -- . 

-aL? ..- *,' 2 2 - ~ 7  . 13-t: - 3nd t h ~  1 : -.,.::=I. - 2  ".l.r; Hsnd,irreckcr Ser ies  were extended. 

brin the surveyed 



25-1 2-69. 8arnin-Mrn NOOX. C. C. , A F. R. 
Two small a v o  entmroccs noted. 
26-1 2-69. Kirkby l o o r s i d c  ima. C. C. , S. H. , J- C. L. , P. 2. , ?.FbR* 
Several s h k s  and r i s i n d s  (soo a r t i c l e  by S.H. ) were inspectcid, and the 
f irst  hundred f e e t  or s o  of Kirkdale Cave explored - it is n o t  blocked, 
as ??.Urnf states, 
27-12-69. :~rea S 4 i .  of Lpploby. C. C. , S*H* , A,. fI. , J. C.L. , P.?. , T.F.9. , J.i% 
,"r fruit less  surface walk - much l imestone b u t  apparently no caves. 
7-1-70. Alurton Mincs. J.&'&. , J=IL+',. , L - B . ,  S.H. , J.C.L., P.F.R. 
Some of the e lus ive  lovels hizh on the  n o r t h  f l a n k  of Scoredale  mere located. 
H a r d s h i n s  Level  was especis lli i n t c r c s  tin;, with oonfusin,: ramifications of 
flats,  ~ L t h  O C C L S ~ O ~ ~ ~  deep shafts in the  floor. 
40-1 -70. E m s t o n e  ~ e v o $ , - ~ u d e s h o p e *  L-3.  , S*H. , P. B. 9. 
T h i e  proved t o  bc a most i n t e r e s t i n :  - l e v e l  (!?I 9&3.278), and time d i d  n o t  
o l l o i n  full a k p l o n t i o n .  The h i g h l i ~ h t  is a s b f t  zpparently over 300' deep 
31 -4 -70. Ijy_leburn Nine Cave. L. 3. , S.3. , -,.5 , I. Fa Rm 
The upstream p s s a  j o s  I re*  survey  c?. 

-* 1 7-2-70. D m  Cave. J.L,';. , J * ~ - A . ,  Sen. , ?.=.'I. 2nd ;uests. 
It was i n t e ~ e s t i n  .- I t o  n o t e  t h e  onsct  3 ~ 3  ef 2ects of exposure on one of 
novice guests. -;fter only 6 .2  - o m  ~ k e r - m t d ,  - i f i c l u d i n g  a thorough 
dous in2  i i r :  a t ~ a t c - r f a l l ,  she ~ 2 s  2 t ~ x $ - b m X  c z r q I c  of t h e  ear ly  sta2es of 
oxposum - if this h32 asci;rc-.5 f - x t h c r  ';n3cymm,i, t h e r e  cor;ld have been 
some d i f f i c u l t y .  - f' -- 
16-2-70. i i y l e b u n -  & L A .  , hu. , s.2. , 2=3.?. 
The survey 1-12s a t  h s t  c - ~ E ~ E ? . .  
21 -2-70. Old Eiodds Level, ,r ' , ;~r.~,+S-.alc~ 2. T. ?* , 2.S tephcnson, DO Taylor  
Rota* survey n;.s.cie, c- 333Cf c? rr-- -A 3 53 ~e . (&,.c.c.) 
2&2-7% 1 4 c n s l q d ~ l e o  S.3. , J-C.3 .  PJ.2. 
V a ~ o u s  f ea tu res  of i n t s r e s t  in -.iMtr"icX S i l l ,  ,s&z~, noted. K c s t  of the 
stream ( a l l  in 5 S e r  ~ ~ 5 t h c r )  sifiks zsd rises in the iI idClo Lmst., but the 
r i s i n ~  is chokcd clnd r;hr a in;~ tuo t izht .  A%rther dorm the G i l l  is 'rfhitficld 
G i l l  Cave, z = a l l  r i s k  - a v c ,  not cntercd on this occasion* The Sod EIolsl 
G i l l  area was then s - ain v i s i t e d ,  but accumulations of snow in thc shakes . - 
made' access t o  the C & ~ S  T:~ry d i f f i c u l t *  Cave 111 m s  dcscendcd - 15' l adder  
requircq, no sde b c k y  - e c d  proved t o  be an impressive phreat ic  cross-HPt  
systcm, with a ci-c~bes 40' l o n ,  201 wide a n d  30t hi&,. 

Tbq.hBG ~ n d e x *  d iiorthe m Cavcs- 
Ovcr the months this" m1Ti index, listin,: all known caves, pots and 

'sites of speleological i r . t e r c s t f  (sinpa,  r i s i n , : y  e t c .  ) in the area 
n a e h  of iicnsleydole, h s  ~ w n  considerably ,  and o t  the  time of writ in^ 
con9ains 441 o m t ~ e s ,  colour-coded as t o  t h e i r  districts. L e s s  than a 
quarter  of thasc caves e t c -  - r e  l i s t& i n  'Pennino Under;roundt. i list 
of caves and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  t3kcn  from t h e  index has bcen ladzed x i t h  
the Durham C. B. O* 

The Group  a l s o  posscss n c o l l e c t i o n  of surveys of caves in the 
Northern Dales area, which is a t  the moment f a i r l y  compLete, with traoin,:s 
and  photooopics of many surveys which have oover been published. 



Ror zn m the Vg_Sc=.--:d prl~xc:~&.G& 
The northern frontier of' t h e  V a l e  of Pickering is composed of 

a band of Corallian Limestone ,  extending from the Hambleton H i l l s  
t o  ,Szlrborough, some thirty miles f u r t h e r  east. The outcrop of 
this limestone v e r i e a  in w i d t h  between four slzd seven miles. 

The s t ead i ly  S i p g i ~  limestone is crossed by numerous r i v e r s  
and strems, fl~ain; sou th ,  ahich, a l m a s t  w i t b o u t  exception, sink 
or psrtisllg si&. hifiriy of the streembeds are  completely d ~ y  f o r  

~ e " i o d s  r l u ~ i n - -  t h e  summer months. 
Thz i i v e r  'iy: ~ c ~ t i a l l y  sinlcs j u s t  3bove Eelmsley snd reappear 

 bout t w o  giles ~outh-esct of the town st 9yo Xouse ~~nr rn(~q632 .82  
The wster w e l l s  up o u t  of' R pond only 20' from, ~ s d  or, the s2mc 

3 
lev , ? l  s s ,  the r i v e r ,  

Tht next r i ve r  east  is the Xiccq l ,  which  is reported by some 
geologicql surveys of the area t o  sink - t h i s  is not so. A 
n c ~ l i g i b l e  amount of wster m R y  entel: the l imes tone ,  srxl this 
would qccount for? the s m ~ l l  vising at Dun Keld (SE673.827) near 
\Yemb le ton. 

Badge Beck is t h e  next s t r e ~ m  t o  t he  east  to siulkJ'be sinks  re 
by Cat Scsr (~~670.869),and the resurgence ie two  miles south-ttsst 
at HOK Keld ~e~d(~~685.854) , twenty f e e t  below the main Kirby 
M o ~ r s i d ~  to Pickorlng road. The weter a ~ ~ i n  wells up out of  a 
poni( t h i s  is qu i t e  an impressive rising of i t 8  type). 

In the area between the sink 'and rising is Kirkdale Cave ,famous 
through its archaeological Interes t .  The cave is nearly 500' long, 
and is a maze of phrrs,atl.c t u m l s , t h r e e  quarters full of pre- 
g lac ia l  mud.Rumour h.is it t h a t  K i r l r d ~ l e  Cave(~~678.857)connects 
w i t h  some small caves in Kirb Moorside wo miles t o  the e st 4. (SE~~G. 870). The lq t t e r  ewes s a v e  been b ocke d t o  stop c h h d r e n  
going in.Bones in Kirkdnle C ~ v e  were  proved t o  be pre-glacia1,so one 
must assume tha t  t h e  cave is also,and it is d l f f l c u l t  in t h i s  csae 
to theor ise  as to how the csve wqs formed and where it 1s bound. 

The River Dove sinks over a s h o r t  d is tance  below Yoadwath ~ i l l ( ~ 3  
708.877) ,and Hot t on Beck sinks by Water Swnllowe ~ood(S~709.881) .T1lfic. 
vrsters meet underground and resurge tlt Bog Hnll(Ke1d ~ e a d )  ( ~ ~ 7 1 3 . 8 6 7 ) .  
The water f l o w s  out of ?a entrmce 15'wida x 4'high,but this de te r io -  
-rstes until the r o o f  rnccts the  wster 10'in.Hearsay is t h a t  diving 
319s becn ntternp~ed but  th7t the divers were blown out  like carks. 
M ~ W  people  w i l l  ,while browsing through their "Pennine Underground", 
hsve come across tiDowson Potsv.These small holes ,now blocked up ,are 
s i t u a t e d  in the beck aide  above the sink,with which they could well 
havz some pre-glacial comection,  

Between Kirby Moorside and Scarborou h thar is o n l y  one appreciable: 
sink,end t h a t  is Gundale Reck(SS803.867 k .In the same d i s t r i c t  there 
arc t v ~ o  v e r y  large r i s i ~ s . F i r s t l y ,  there is Keld ~ead(~i3787.846), j us t  
below t h e  main road running west ou t  of Pickering.This c o n s i s t s  of n 
pond about 5O'dia. wi th  n l a r g e  amount of water f l owing  out at one 
side.8esidenta say t h i s  pond o f t e n  'steams' in winter.Second is t h e  
ve-y la rge  r i s i n g  ~t Brampton - there  are& f a c t  two& SE943.822 
snd ~946.822.0ne risin:; is yet  another pond,but t he  second is a 50yd, 
mid? b e d d i n g  plane ,on ly  ~ . c  inch o r  two  hi.gh,from which vatkr flows, 
'Ihc Brompton risims T l ~ i i  q u i t e  bsdl ,v  lf tcr herrvy rain,which gives 
one a l i t t l e  hope f o r  passages with some a i r  spnce beyond. 

The msin hops of f i n 5 i i v  caves in t h i s  ares is by digging. 
Subsidences ere conmoo on the l imeston2 p l r t e a u s ,  as at Oxclose and 
S te r f i t t  Lane,near Kirbg h'oorafde. 



Cartainly, a l o t  of water to st in^ in tPo ama is needed, not mlg 
t o  prove connecttioms ( i n f o m a t i o n  on these can be found i n  the various 
Gcolo:$cal Survey memoirs), hue t o  pmvo tho speed of flow fmm sink t o  
r i s ing .  TNs could ($vo some idea of what s o r t  of cnve exists, if tho 
water is not merely axbtensfvo soepade slon;: j o i n t s  and bcddinga wlthout any 
mol cave dovolopmcat ( a l t h o u ~ h  tMs  soems u n l i ~ e l y ) .  

In conolusion, 5.k can be said that cavc systcus pmbobly do e d s t  
in t h i ~  area, and digginz, careful searching, a zood knowlodge d the arm 
and soma inteU.Lcont t h e o r h i n ~ ,  cocld y i e l d  much mom of h tcrest o 

As S t u a r t  has s w e s t c d  above, them is at the tmholt a o~ns idemble  
amolwct of' lB2 h t e r e s t ;  in the n e s o c t e d  area he 21~s doscribod* Mat 
mentioned in the above artiale a m  the %dale  !Iindypilt;a, in the 
H d m ~ l e y  district. Sitvlted in the Co2allian Linest me, these arc fissure 
potholes apparently formed by amas uf mest m e  broakind amy fm the 
valjlcy sldaa and limestono escarpments, and &ppj,n~ a few f ee t  on tho 
undmlylng 6 a u l t  Clay. In nma uf the 'iindypits ha2 any trace of water 
action been f o u d ,  a l t h o w  s m  - in px%&&r 3ucUand*t3 Dacr Park 
(~e lms lcy)  and Antof t s  T l d y p l t s ,  a m  of mosidefable oxtent, and amund 
150-n depth. 

Referegee t o  the above area a n  be famd in the article @Caves 
of RyedaleQy Rapand Hayes, in ths '3dtksh Cave9 , V Q L ~ . ,  1942. 
T h s  Wiadyplts are described in an art ic le  in 'Cave Scisnce' , Vol..ll, 
No. 12 (1950), by L E . H t t o n  had D. Mtahell, but this is now out-&-date 
and irncuurete - the surveys in partioflJ.ar* The survey af Aahbsrrg 
m i n d n i t s  for example m i t a  a considerable part cb t h e  systan, for some 
mason. Boyd4awldns book, 'Cave Hunt ing t ,  published in 1874, contains an 
amount and survey d ICirkdale Cave ( a t  the t ime  of wrclting, an MSG Grade 4 
surrey of this cave has been aomenced) 

A f t e r  the 'genuine' (vadose and phreatj.o) caves & the Corel l ian 
Urnestone, a& the  windypits, a th id  &ass of ' ca res t  in the f i r th  Xork 
M o m  area is the old mines, usua l ly  of ironstone, or omasionaly, Jet. 
These a r e  widely dis tr ibuted,  and some of coneidemble d e n t  - as on 
Roseberry Topping, near G r e a t  Ayton, and a t  various Hints along the 
coast beween Saltbum and Scarbomu* These dries t e n d  t o  be even m o m  
w f e  t han  those in the lannines,  ainoe they are vary ofken driven in 
l m a e  shale - ruevertheless, they are of great interest  t o  the e p e h l o g i s t  
who sets Chdr sighta further than mere .tourist trips, and hsa some 
i n t e rns f  in the scientif io aspeots at' the subtemanean. 





JACOB'S lm.L am,  RimfEFXLm, : m B L l 3 a  
Pete Stephenson, 3.L C.G. / bbS.G* 

This aare is situated in the S.W. mmer of ~ a r s h o ~ s  amny, in the 
&iff face above the Bollihope Burn. There a m  thme entmnces t o  tb systm, 
all witbin 40 yards of each other, two being in the quarry face, and the t M d ,  
and m m t  accessiblle ly ing  upstream of these, in the stream bank mder a large 
tree. 

Passing t h rough  t h i ~  entraaoe, passages t a  re and 1. are encountered. 
The r.h pasage runs on for 80' fn a fa ir ly  stmtght l i n e ,  10-15' wide and 
5-8' Mgb, and in tersec ted  a t  varloua in te rva ls  by shorf mud f i l l e d  omss 
rifts; the passage then sninga sharp 1. and a*& on f o r  a f u r t k r  w', 
in this seation being 6' high and 4' d d e ,  w%th a long hpenetmble rift fn 
the f loor .  

A t  thia point a mncrete w a l l  bloclrhg the pasaaga is encountered, 
pierced by a i ' diameter dminpipe* ( ~ n  the records on the Norfhen Peanine 
Club mention is made of this w a l l ,  whioh it i~ stated m a  put 'in f n fhe 
1930's to seal o f f  a &sing, which pmsumably was inmmwanienc%ng d h s  quarry 
worldng). The drainpipe was saneahst enlarged by members of the Bishop 
AuoUand Caring Club in the s m e r  of ~968, and now allows awesa  t o  
reasonably sized a v e r s *  

5eynnd the ml l  the pessage swings r., and cross-rifts a r e  again found, 
of a lamer size t o  those seen earUsr. ~t a distanotr of 60' from the w a l l  a 
n a m  r i f t  in the floor is met a s i n ,  i n t o  which a d m a b l e  e m a m  s i n b e  
The prssese a t  tkds p d ~ e  ia 12' high and 6' wide, awiaging t o  tb 1. 
dfter a further 30' mter emerzes f'm an bpenetmble  inlet on the ra and 
joins the main s bream, which after a few gads flm from a 20' high boulder 
mcUs, up which one can climb, and where the sandtone abovo the limest m e  
can be seen* 

On the f imt  tr ip  throuzh the enlarged pips it was thou&t that; th is  
m a  the terminal ohoke, but on a subsequent v i s i t  boulders were clsared fmm 
an inlef an the r. of the ohoke, and further stream pasaags vra~ f oundm T h i s  
ciamisted o f  a wet m ~ v l  aP gof,  varying f r o m  1-3-n hei&t, t o  a chamber 
dghigh and 10' wide. TC was in this crawl that the souroe cif' the mter of the 
lmer (impenetrable) i n l e t  m s  found, aa part of the stmarn disappeamd d m  
a B ~ U ,  rift in the rn wan. 

From the chamber the passage omtinued of a h i h r  form far a further 
20' t o  a mud uheke - a t  thia p o i n t  B.A.C. C. explomtions otbased. On a 
B.A.C.C./~&G. evening tr ip  m 6.8.69, C o l i n  Carson of M*S.G. cleared th i s  
ahoke and pushed on for a f uhher d5* t o  an impassable cthoke, the stream mmbg 
fm a rift t o o  m r m  t o  be cntemdl 

C)a mturning t a  the ontmnce, and PoUuwing the Lha  passage, the two 
other eatmnces a n  be Po& f n the 1. mll ,  af t a r  l&* and 100' trespect i v e l y  
f r m  the main ontmncel The connecting passage v a d c s  in size f m m  5-7' high 
and &-6hxi.de,  with a rift in the f l o o r  cotmeoting with the lmer series - 
this is a t  one p o i n t  penetmble t o  very t h i n  a v e r s ,  and ma named by the .  
or ig ina l  NPC and E C  explorers of' the cmve 'Half Pint Pat'. 

Tho present, dug, entrance t o  the l m r  aeries oan be f o d  in the floor 
*ere the third (quarry) entrance joins tho m i n  p s s a d e ,  and consists of a 
dUamd-sbped n9ck 9' deep, l e a d i n g  into a passage 3-4' hi& and 2 4 '  wide. 
The mf bmnck a f t e r  a sharp r, turn  proceeds in a northllwesterly direction., 
mnning d i r e c t l y  under t h e  upper passage, WE& can be seen t h rough  rifts 2n 
the ma?. 



On auntinuing along the upper series in a south-eas$erly direction, 
a fins passage 10' high and 8-12' v i d e  is f o l l o w e d ,  with running off at 
mdow i n t e rva l s  small cross-r i f t  passages, a l l  chalcad with mud. A t  a 
distance of" 100' from the entrance t o  the lower aeries a 'Tt-Junceion ia meto  
The L passege aontinuea f o r  308, ~ 5 t h  a branch runn ing  back t o  Born  an o x - b m  
with the main psmge* Tho r. passage runs south,  opening to a chamber 20' wide 
and 12' hi@ After 30' this suddenly closes  d m ,  and a t  this point the cave 
ended, until 1955 when Jack Newriclc and Dick  Hylton d u ~  through the Flood 
Rls ing ,  a short 1' high crawl, which now sumps only i n  net conditions. 

h s s i n g  the crawl-, a passage 3' high and kt v i d e  is found, a s h  with 
s h o d  C Y C S R - ~ ~ ~ ~ *  This p s s a 3 e  cont inues  fa this manner f o r  a further 50' 
t i e r e  another  amwl 10' l o n g  and I ' high is encountered. TMs opens suddenly 
in a large sandy f loored  dcamber - Flood Flisind Chamber - jQ1 T m g ,  .15' wide 
and 12' high, ending In a l a rge  b a l d e r  choke* Sevcml  small paaaagea run off' 
the chamber, all ending in mud chokes, except a cmwl f o  tha ;Le of the boulder 
rucfle. T h i s  cmtfl had never been pushed befare by my cnwr club or 'by & S * G * ,  
but on our joint evening meet Colin Carson forced it for a f urthcr 70' 
t h r o u @  a tight stagnant duck, t a  a sml3 3'M& bedding chamber, ending In 
a s i l t e d  i n l e t  - t h i s  s h m d  no s i p  of pmvious entry. 

LLL5-.1)---- n -  --'I 

Notes on the G e o l o , ~  and Surveyin2 of Jamb's Veil Cave* FT'R* 
Unfortunately the Jacob" \Ye11 Cave survey been printed bdom tho 

evening meet ~ e t e ;  r e f e r s  t a  above, on ahich the system was ' pushed1 a little 
at each endt ,  so about 150' of cave remahs unsurveyed. The cont intmtion 
of t he  e t r e a m y  mans on for cawt south f r o m  the boulder ruckla where the 
sumey ends* The continuation af F l o d  R i s i n g  S e d e s  is fmm the passage 
s h m  dotted,  and labelled 'too tight' on the survey - this runs north, 
then =at, and no r th  a-in,  t o  the final s m l l  chamber, probably a b u t  60' 
beyond ?he sumey ~nd .  

The length of cave surveyed t o  Gmde l& - there is X i t t l e  d i f  ferenca in 
level.  between the various passages - is 3020r, and the to ta l  lenr3.t;h of cave w i l l  
be a* 11 50' The syst en is f o n e d  in the upper beds of the Great ?=Main) 
Lfiestone, collapse exposing the overlying sandstone in the two boulder 
mckles~ These t w o  boulder mckles a r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  than 60' apart, although 
the l eng th  of passage connectiga: than is over 700'. 

The f o m t i o n  of the cave poses many problems, which, not  being a 
compef ent cave ~eomorphologist, I can hardly  attempt t o  anslven The stream 
seen in the fu r the r  parts of the passage on the ro of t h e  main ant mnoe is 
p~sumably a part of t h e  B o U h q e  3um which sfiks 2n i ts  bed near the cave 
entrance, and reappears in a pool in H a r b p o  Quarry, although the  stmm 
enters the cave a t  the furthest part of the system f r o m  the sink. The sinks 
in the stream bed, and n a m  rift into  which the stream disappeam in the 
cave, do n o t  soem very w e l l  developed considedng the  amount of w a t e r  involved, 
and the we=-developed rocmy p a a s a s s  of the rest of the aystm, which must 
Be o o ~ s i d e m d  f o s s i l l  

Karehope Qusrxy C a v o ~  
T h i s  cave was situated in the south-east wall of Karebope Quarrg a few 

hud&#f!;yz@68 north-at of the third (~uar ry )  entmnce of Jacob's Well, and 
man f imt emlored by Du*m Cave Club, f r v b  made the survey reproduoad hem. 
The mve entmnce, w h i c h  was Mzh in the q w q  ' ~ m l l ,  v a q  near the top of the 
limestona, has been buried now beneath quarry debris, or e lse  quarried away, and 
its exact s i t e  is n o t  discernible, wfiich is mthsr a pity ,  as points of intarest  
m i $ t  hive been revealed if the two systems could have been d m  together on 



one 'area' survey. The csve was c. 3%' long, anl: well Oecomtsd, a d  appmntly 
of n shihr n?tum t o  most of Jacob's Veil - roow *fos s i lq  pnssages, with 
occ-sionzl rifts in the f l o o r  p o i n t i n g  t o  an unentered  lower ser ies .  On0 csn 
assrne t h a t  t d c r e  the quarryins,  Jaoobt s Well and Hamhope Q u 3 x r y  Cnves were 
prt cf th3 s m e  system, phreatic in orl@.n, and i n ~ a d e d  a t  times by tha 
3clllhope 3um. It is quite possible that the main passages of this system 
s t i l l  m a i n  behinil the qua= m11, and m y  be discovered as the qunny 
S ~ V B B C ~ S *  

Jacob's lt7ell is in ths a m a  planned to be quarried away r r i thin  the next 
fen months, and p r t a  of it m y  hqve al~ear ly  been destroyed by the time this 
is published. Weardale has been pa&iculsrly unfor tunate  in l o s i n g  its caves - 
h 5 t h i n  the past t e n  years  the t b m o  l a rges t  caves in the v a l l e y  M v e  all wither 
been destroyed or mcle inacessible. Tho g i a n t  quarries a t  B a s t p t e  - n hideous 
ayesore on the londseaps - Imve obl l temted  the  first mile or eo of the former 
W i r y  H o l e ,  onoe the f i n e s t  cave nor th  of Cmvan without a doubt. The owners of 
Hope Level  Ebine have conorated up the  eentrnnce to the level l o a d i n g  t o  tb a w e  - 
although it was perfect ly sofe,  and despi te  pro tes t s ,  and now Jacob's T k I l  is 
under  sentence. 

The followins a r t i c l e ,  wMch m a y  r m l l  be of impo*nce, was received recently 
by the E d i t o r ,  and is believed to kiave some connection with Mart in  Davies of 
r n T .  .... I 

Kotes on a fratgent  of h lS  found in a Y o r k s h i r e  Cottaze. 

The following 'transcript is taken f r o m  a badly mutilated sheet af paper 
which was r ecen t ly  d i s c o w m e d  in an old cottage in the Yorlrshim Dales. The 
Id3 is obviously inomplets  and the e a r l i e r  v m t i n g  on this yellowed and 
crumbling paper has faded t o  such an extent that it is no longer  deciphcrabla. 
The remainder  has been t ranscribed as accumtoly as possible and is published 
below f o r  the f i r s t  time. The IB appears to be a descripliion of various 
supernatuml phenomena. 

"O fo l l o r i ng  theas experimeats, flh noth ing  oould induce 
mda t o  repeat I determined to s e t t  d a m  my observations 
fodhuPieh whilst kher is y e t t  t h e o  Tho' this subject 
may be thought by somo t d b a e  f r i v o l o u s ,  y e t t  I have 
talcen the p e a t e s t  pains t o  chcclc upon the truth of 
theas accounts 61: vouch four  ther authenttcness. : 

Thc 1st case does consern .a happening in P d s c i a  
Level an old l oad  mine of fearnome aspect nr. t o  the 
h m l c t  of Gunamiae,  t'Jfigrein tm men if zood rkputo B. 
tem;lerato habi t  d i d  boldly *entufa  as f a r  as a p o i n t  

the  roof is f s l l c n  i n  a traecherous manner. Having 
pa~ l sed  a t  that poin t  tho bold advonturem wem much disturbed 
t 3  hare a mclcl in~ laugh and much shaken by this s i n g u l a r  
e n e r i c n c a  they h u l d e d  f rom the awsome t unne l  10s t some 

m a l l s n a n  t spif i t  , baing aroused, shou ld  vent its t e r r i b l e  
W5eh Dl? then* 



"64 yet again in a cot tage i nhab i t ed  by the 
Nolaywarps - Speleolo;.,iml G r o u ~ ,  =hose name & 
a c t i v i t i e s  E k e n  Ghmn t o  6 h G  f u r r y  e m s t u r n  
bslovcd of malcers of breeches, the mole. %ere in 
a place with the o h i l l  name of ' ibinterin28, theg 
do report S t range  Oocurences whihh am sometimes 
most q u a i n t  and super-natural* As  hen two of 
t h e i r  number d i d  hear f o o t  s teps  ascend the s t a i r  
one ni&t 2- no man was them. Or another  one of . 
than d i d  hear the ,olden ;sto shut & footsteps 
coming t o  thoro dmp *en ther was no-one. They 
say ther be o t h o r  n?niQestet- ions of the super- 
n a t u m l l  t he r  a l s o *  Of the sobriety and good 
character of these !L~ld~\:ns, I om assured they 
are beyond repmad 

& yet  a s i n ,  some of t h e r  ncquointanoes 
f r o m  f ur5her aou th ,  ~ 5 t h  7hm T am mose 
conversant, a l l s o  be t r o u b l e d  by s y i l i t s  (of a 
s u p e r - n a t u m l l  w d & y  I i;ocjld add l o s t  anyone 
mistake .my meaning). % as a l l  pot-holders  as I 
t h ink  they be c a l l e d  d o  usc ~ a s t  curious names 
f o r  t he r  p ~ ~ s ,  so do these be m l l e d ,  I lcnow 
not why, i o  the saze n;acner as r Siongol ian 
p e a s o t ' s  t e n t ,  which is, 3 Y T T .   his kZRT have - I 

s cot tage on G-rem.hoc: r.n ?z%aey  3ri3gc, nhcrein 
two aE they ? e l l m  a l m e  or: s s s ~ 3 f o  occesion 
have orakeofd to fi id s light s ~ r r i n j  an thcr  
closed eyelids. 3 u t  ne i ther  %as inrlnced to ope 
his eyes for f e a r  of heee &$it seem 

Anolt;he~ of thcsc ambers had a -- - - - 
sinilar e q e r i e n c e  in one Shocklo Sbaft, an OM 
l e a d  asiile +h opens i n t o  a scfies of s p c i o u s  
oavities p l e n t i f u U y  e n d m d  with sprrg 
ortmments, thoF  the l a t t e r  have b e e n  m u c h  pillaged 
of l a t e  by i f n o r a n t t  v i s i t o r s  who are known 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  as Tho - Ycb so it is said. - 

Iie to whom this s l n ~ q l s r  experience befell! 
is an i n d u s t r i o u s  f e l L m ~  of impeccable character 
( t h o t  smm*t given to making Sumo~m, for wch 
t ask  h is o f t  cursed by unwiUing ass is tan ts -  and 
i s  n o t  a score of f u r l o n g  m o v e d  fmm the 
present - t e n  ??7hilst s i t t i n g  in what  is mlled 
the  South Passage hc beheld a l i g h t  wch ho and 
his f c l l o ~ v s  i n v e s t i p t e d  but t h o '  they looked 
everywher it m s not found. 8: nor  wi l l  it ever 
be so it appwrs t o  mo, for some t h i n g s  a r e  
beyond the grasp of mortal  man* 

Bven as I: w r i t e  I sun a ~ r a  thcx t thms 
inc idents  and many others  l i k e  unto them, 



togethcr  with my ressamhes, bevc disturbed 
the P o m s  of darkness. & it may be that t h e  
Prince of Dar2:ness himself' be behind these 
apparitions thot hc has not been seen m d c ~  
,gmund in a l o n g  t ine-  -4s I h u r r i e d l y  pen 
theas words I f e e l  a chill, in tho a i r  and 
sane th ing  is slitherins towards  the door 
and ther is a stench of some t h i n g  
approaching, Them m y  bee no time to escape 
b ~ f ~ m m * n r * v . *  I' 

The MS ends abmptly at this point ,  the r a r l t i n g  in the l a s t  Pmr 
sentences having bocmo almost  indicipherable. Thc f m@ent terminates 
*re its laver end has bean ripped t o  shreds, almost, as one ad- 
f a n c i f u l l y  ima.#ne, by soma huae claws. 

One m w t  conclude that the  AE is a a s o r i s  sf notes,  in j es t ing  
style, f o r  o ghost story - and not  a vary good ons at C h a t ,  f o r  to the 
modem s c i e n t i f i c  mind the incidents  hold no mystery. For instance,  
I a n  a t  t h i s  very moment heer a s l i t h e r i n s  and smell an e v i l  stench 
which I know is mercly 



Bard L e v e l  G i l l  - Postscriptw 
P 

On Saturday hiarch 2127 1970, whm the par t  of  this Journal  
conta ining the gmvious ar t i c le  oh H a r d  ~ e v d  G i l l  Cave was already being 
p r in t ed ,  the cave tms again extended. 

The extens ion was made by S t u a r t ,  Graham Stevens, and Jobn I7edderbum - mean7xHle in H a r d  Leve l  and Spcnce L e v e l  PE? and Jan Amaxsmith were 
enzqed  in d i a a g ,  surveying ,  2nd narrowly a v o i d i n g  f a l l i n g  roclcs (the 
end of Spenco Lcvcl ,  is extremely msaf e). Bard Leve l ,  u n t i l  recent ly  
blocked 740' in, had been dug o ~ t  by s m e  party ,  and is now at this point 
a c-1 mder props and  shorin;,  sumor t in2  masses of rubble, t o  fu r ther  
level confaihing 5? deep w a t e r  pmdcd back by the blockage* The shored up 

t 

s e c t i o n  here is also very l o o s e  - a mere acc iden ta l  nudge on one prop 
~ s u l t e d  in an avalanche of rot tln; -::red, p r q s  and t i n  sheets, but ,  
fo r tuna t e ly ,  no s e a t  weilht of r ~ c l = . +  

The extens ion  of E n d  L e v e l  G i l l  Cave was mado from the ti&t fift 
on the r. at  thc ' T I - J u ~ c t i c n  E a r  ';r:c end of February Series. Anoth .o~  
6U1 or so of i n t e r e s t i n ;  p s s a ~ e  vss zsir .ed - the  f o l l o v i n ~  descr ipt ion 
i s  by G, S* - 

From the juncticn m e  t u n s  rm s1or.j a t i 3 t  c r a w l  t o  n roomier 
rift, where l a r ~ c  flaked bou lde r s  ' s l w k d  s 2hreatic tube under the 1. 
m11. Di;yinz , m v e l  ari3 b o d i e r s ,  let;olis?Ln,: onc- block, and lctrerinz 
another  rfith a crmbr,  3 v e  zscess t o  t h e  t ~ b e  (thc b o u l d e r s  a r e  s t i l l  
a b i t  loose) .  The tube, x i th  m e  sf the s'niftc? b o u l d e r s  in its ontmnco, 
is c.10' lon,, scd amps h t c  a rift pzsszse clrssinz st r izht  ancles 
(2'drop). T3 the r. is t c o  tiPt, ~ 5 t h  a t r i c 3 e  of n t c r  v i s i b l e  e n t o r i n g  
fmrn a fissun. 7he =in e t r ,  on t h e  lc , pinches out above t o  a crow1 over 
shingle, t o  an elbm* b e ~ d  -*ere 3 p a r a l l e l  r i f t  is entered.  The f l o o r  here 
drops 4' t o  e very  n e m  p x l ,  2nd the m y  on is a tmveme f o r  7 or 8', 
t o  o dro;, dorm o o t o  a si?in,le bank. -4 high ktspexing rift (8'hi2h, 1'6" wide 
1'6" up) l a d s  t o  a ridenin; =here s t r i c lde  en te r s  frw a f issure m the 
1. The r i f t  then narrows t o  3' hi& and If wide, and a squeeze alluws a 
vie17 uf a aslaall chamber l a rze ly  occupicd by one 1 a r . e  black* Stmi&t 
ahead is a small i n l e t  and them is no appann t  ex i t ,  or obvious m y  on. 
T h i s  waul3 be very awkward t o  tvork a t *  The f l o o r  is a pool, a few inches 
deep a t  the  entmncc. 
Further Praspectsa 

The latsst extonsion,  in i t s  60' or so lcndth  (it has not been 
aurveycd, bcyyond a G r a d e  2 sketch p u n )  drops around 8 ' ,  malting the to ta l  
depth oP t he  oavc around 38' (and taking the Length t o  over 700'). 
Prospects of f u r k h o r  pro,soss dovmatream seem sl i&t - a f a i r l y  cdnclusive 
end soems t o  have been reached, although a second v i s f t  mill. bc mrzda. 

Hard Levcl  G i n  Cave I1 - t h i s  actually comprises two small caves, 
with 9 t o t l i l  Ion,"; of perhaps 60',  connected by an j . trpssable  s lo t .  It was 
thouzht that these m i g h t  bo part  of a q f ' ~ s s i l i s c d ~ s t r e a m  pa r t  of thc 
main cave, dissected by the G i l l .  It was thouJl t  that the s i n k  of Ash Pot 
G u t t e r  (a small t r i b u t a r y  oP tho G i l l  f ran the sou th ,  joinin,: the Gill 
about SO yards b e l m  the cave) m i a t  f e e d  i n t o  t h i a  part of the systan, 
and f l m v  under  the bed of tho main G i l l  i n t o  thc  a v c .  fIomver, a 
fluaroscafn t e s t  pmvcd the s i n l c  t o  fccd n tiny sprinz on the bank OF the 
main G t l l  a few yanls trpst~cnm from the  cmfluanco.  T h u s  it nm sacma 
wUkeZy Z;bt further pasacgea of any s i zn i f i cnnco  o d s t  on the west s5de 
OF the  G i l l *  Ward Level  Gill Cavo 11 5s s h m  on. khe survey @on hero, 
sketchcd in t o  Gmdc 2. 


