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seese 1OW in an hollow cave,
Farre underneath a craggie clift ypight,
Darke, dolefull, drearie, like a greedie grave,
That still for carrion carcases doth crave:
On top whereof aye dwelt 't.he ghastly Owle,
Shrieking his balefull note, which ever drave
Farre from that haunt all other chearefull fowle;
And all about it wandring ghostes did waile and howle.

~-from 'The Cave of Despair',
'The Faerle Queene’', Edmmd Spenser

1590,



Editor's Comments.

The third MSG Journal occupied some four months over 1its
production, this has occupied five. The period of MSG activity covered
is from Pebruery to Decenber 1970, although various surveys etc. have
becen completed in 1971 . In this ten month period a considerable number
of new discoveries have been made, the most noteworthy being at Eller
Beck Head and Keldheeds. Work is in progress on other sites, and will
be reported on in duc coursc.

it the time of writing, the next publication being considered mnay
well by a Joint effort between MSG nnd the Yorkshire Underzround Research
Tenm, towards the end of 1971,

Thanks are due to 2ll those who have contributed and helped with
this Journal (see credits). Preliminary reactions to the cover have
ranged from enthusiasm to nausea, complaints to our artistic adviser,
apologies to Hieronymous Bosch. iilso, this issue contains, by popular
demand, page nuibers end an index:

_Credits.

Lsriistic advice, cover artwork,
Internal illustrations, lcad end ,
of Fibron Tape esesscccecsccrens ' John 'Chcp' lLongsteff.

A1) duplicaeting, peetic section,
surveying inspiratioNeeccccessee Martin (YURT) Davies.

Supply of pencils, words,
editorship, typewritcr ond
reader Of COMPLSSesscessecscrssve PEY&I‘FR}T&GI’.

Cashbox, cl;nometer readlngs.... Jenn D, Cooper.

Words,. survey p@_d, goonsuit,
crowbar, reésponsibility for finding
unpleasant wet COVES eeccsssoseeas Grahanm Stevens.

Words, hospitality at High
Fﬂgg@rgill HouBCeesssssssnssaneve Pete StGPhenBOno

Depth records, fiustraligNececsss ‘ Phil Robinson.

Ind also thanks to all other meubers of the Group for participating
in the explorstion and surveying recorded in this Journal.



NBW EXPLOR.LTIONS.

¥oking Hurth and Moking Pot.

This cave system is formed in the Great Limestone of Upper Teesdal e
east of Langdon Becks . stream flowing off the overlying shales sinks at
the .back of a limestone plateau in one of a series of shakeholes maridng
the shale/Sreat Limestone boundary, and resurges at the foot of an
escarpment (High Hurth Edge) Jjust below a small disused guarrye. The quarry
contains the three entrances of Moldng Hurth Caves

The cave is also known as Mawkin's Cavec and Backhouso Cave, this latter
name being aftor J.Backhouse who carried out archacological excavations in
the cave in the 19th century (Rcfe1)s The Nature Conservancy scheduled the
cave as an S.S.S.I. 4 skotch plan of the complex entrance passages and
chambers by Backhouse¢ was roprinted in the British Caver (Rcf.a% and a plan
of the Near Scries by Myers and Dickens was published in Trans«CeR.G. (Refs3)
where it was used to oxemplify Jjoint-controlled phreatic cave development.

An extension to the Near Serics was found lecading to a passage containing

the stroam, which is thought to have invaded the system rather than formed

it. Downstream led to a choke but upstream a long impressive streaumway lecd

to a place where a chink of daylight entered from the top of a high cross
Joint and beyond the passage closed down to a tight triangular crawl half

full of waters Near the connection of the Near and Far Series a branch passage
enters the streamway high up on the true right. This passage lcads to a
bouldaer chamber out of which a small tube enters an inlet strcamway which

can be followed upstream for some Zistance (Mud Tube Series)e These Far Series
passages (surveyed by U.T.C.C. in 1355) and the Ngar Series plan by Myers

and Dickens appear on an unpublished survey which is incorporated in the
present survey.

From the entrance to the cave, ascendin’ the oscarpment to the
limestone platocau and hcading north leads to somec shakeholes, a largo one
of these showin; signs of extensivec collapse into narrow rifts. Nearby
another shakehole contains a narrow shaft 26' decep to which "P.U.' ascribes
the name 'W.S.R.S. System' (after the Weardale Speleological and Rambling
_ Socicty -~ now defunct). It scoms that the pot was known locally as Moking
Pot before the re-naming took placo, and the carlior gencric namec is to
be preferred.

The shaft (for which a ladder is desirableo) leads into a serics of
high rifts somc showing daylight conncctions with the bottom of the large
shakehole. 4 short muddy crawl lcads into a stream passagc containing tho
Moking Hurth water and of similar charactor to the main strcamway of
Moldng Hurth, being a jointecontrollced rift passages Upstream the passage
can be followod for about 550' of ~radually diminighing passago until a
tight squeczec is mete Downstrcam the main passage choked but a climb into
a branch on the right led to a drop down to water and other rifts too tight
to enters Such was tho extent of thc pot when MSG partics first visited "and
surveyed it (Refel).

In 1970 two- visits were madc, ‘both producing extensionss On the firs
visit the upstroam squeoze was passcd, and beyond the passage was followed
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along a crawl with fossil projections that kopt grabbing you: as you:-squoezod.
alonge after about 70' a chamber containing a large slab was rcacheds Tho
slab was obstructing cntry into the passage beyond. firom.which a.strong. -
draught cmcrgod. 4 tizht crawl round the cdge of the slab led to a doepcr
wator, a lower roof and a partial duck which was lcft udattacked. Five weeks
later imagination had suitatly cnlarced the passage and a further visit to
the chambor was madcs . wz1llow in the ool wes not tco unplcasant when in -
a wet suit, and it cnatled tne kc,ﬂ to sce inte the passage beyond the slabe.
D:Lsillus:.ontnent. - the slab nad causcd silting of the small stream passage
and.it was toc ti-ht to cntcr.

"' Returnmin- Zownstrezr to the main chokc the branch on the richt was
entercd and a 3cscent made 2 mater levél, 'a dcep pool with the £loor shelving
aways On the lcft = stzall triangular passage half full of wateér appearcd to
-lead to a 1ar~c“ passac~e 20' elonz. Progress was on the back, hclmet off,
'wzth mouth 2l ncse Just a-ove water, and excavating the ;ravcl as ong -
squeezed alcn: ic the dark, At last the Jjunction was felt and onc could ‘sit
up To the rizht ard left the fissure elosod in but mercifully another
fissure led oIf terind and after onc more submerged squecze the passage
opened up and z right turn led into a high rift passage. On the right a
high cross Jjoint had a chink of daylight cntcrlnb -~ this was the upstream
. limit of Mokin: Hyrth. Staggering down the streamway of Moking Hurth (the
‘cold water ir theo ears having afi'ected the balanco) the lone explorcr,
now making kis firct trip into Moking Hurth was Jjust recturning from an
 unintentional Zctcur into the Mud Tube Scrles when he was met, and escorted
‘frog, the cave, by the ctheor member of the parbys

Thus the first throngh trip was complcteds The' "first" is claimed
on the grounds that no-crnc elsc would be fool enourh to try.

Refercnces.
(2. Backhousc Jo  (43%3) Tpper Tcesdalc Pgst and Present. Nowcastles
(1558} Reprirt of relevant part in Bre Caver XXX pps 13-14s
2 .Béckhouse Jo and Harris Ze2. (1947) ‘Br. Cavor XVI pp. 10-13. °
Eji Mycrs Je s (1955\' Trans.Cs2e3e IV Noods PPs 29—!4.90 c .
(&) MG (1967) Jourmal T-1l.4. . €l 1

‘Graham Stovens.

Tho M3 Extoncions - totallin: ;cr?;ps 130‘ in 41l = bring thec'length

of the Moking Hurth/Moldn: 2ot s;sten to about 1800' - of which about

1000" is lMoking Hurth (measured ro* the IPC/UTCC Survey) and 800' Moldng
Pot, dividing thc two cavres at thc tight wet crawl described abovee This

is rathcr morce than the 255" fi-crc _IDuC] in '2.U.*' for loking Hurth, only
the depth, 30' being quotb ed for the Pote The first cxploration of Moking
Pot secoms to have been in the carly 150" &, ty the Vicar of Langdon Beck
and fricnds, and is desoribed in an cfition of the 'Mceccano Magazine!
(although the cave is not named here, it is quitc well described).



THE MOKING HURTH SYSTEM

Mokmj Hurth ; from NPC and UTCC surveys,

;953/:955 CRG Gr 4(?)
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ELIER BECK HEAD CLVE, Bowes, Gretadale.

The Eller Beck Head - Hazel Bush Hill Hole system was first explored
by MSG members in July 1968 (see MSG Journal 2). Hazel Bush Hill Hole, the
sink of Eller Beck, was found to end after 270' in a pool and a choked fissure.
The rising, Eller Beck Head, a third of a mile to the east, was explored for
c.7C', before ending "too t:.ght“

The question whether the narrow tube reached was in fact " too tight"
preyed on the minds of certein members for some time. At last a return was
made, on 30th May 1970, by Jan Arrowsnith snd Peter Ryder.

The cave entrance is an arch €' high and 2' wide at the foot of an
impressive scar, ard a considerable streanr (in most conditions) rises. The
water level inside the cave was lowered ckout e foot by digging at the
entrance. T.e first few feet of cave zre n-rrow, but the passage then swings
r. to run diagonally across the Jjoints, ~nd continues of easy wolking size
for 40', the water up to waist deep.

This scction ends in a 'I'=jtncticn. 7o the ro 3C' of narrow rift with
4' of weter leads to a 10' high chacter with a lrrge fallen block and mud
bank, with a very low airpsace ccrntinuaticn. o the l. at the junction is &
dry tube, with an avlcmrd double teni round 2 rock pillar. passable on ejther
sides, Beyonld Wiads the tube forks - to e 1. & desc-'rﬁing possage becomes
very narrow, to the r, is muite o ecs Wl (
explorer, his JLdfrrr*rW.b {otbtless :.f‘fc— :'1 ‘.t': tr2 cold water. declared _
"too tighi"). Jh ecsily passed tniz, znd af<ix 43! Eropred dovn into an arched
passage 4' high with 2'6" winier. Z.is -urrs r. rovnd ero*iher double bend, and
gplits agnin. To the 1. Deccnes vairy a~uatic fter 20" or so, to the r. is
& narrow crawl rurnirg bac't tovmrds e ¢lilf feece, after 20' this was divided

“Gs is what the original

into two inpemetrohly tighit ri .0 iy 2 roc: £l:z2 (leter noanmered away by GS,
70" of small wet Pocasye boyonots Tut to 3 1. Just before this an easier
erawl contivued woat 9 o Youldizr rug-ls. 4t chis peoint B arrived, finding

i (1 4g %

daitfienlty & wc;.,;,.ng: e Grudz 2 curvey, widicas enywhere dry cnough to hold
the notepad above votezr. Q.= cheis To7 Traroinzed an easy dig with a crowbar,
and the cave :_’_,:'”‘Zl.Cu:"' vacanted for ths musnizne cutsides

On the &th Jume, PRl Gre'az Brtevo~- =md I .1 Robliason returned.
FFR and FR inopoole? the cloite 1nd sterfed dipsir o, vhile 3 vanished down
the aquatic sidc passage, vhsmss Lis soic: we fizlantly heard announcing
that he had ‘“\m__ 1a 2map,. L8 mr raturalil inmstiasted to dive this, which,

to the rest of the partizs swrp-ice z-3 aiars, he did. The sunp was only c.1'
long, between two parallsl pessages runmirg along the rrecdominant Jjoints.

The passage beyond ran for 20t cr so rorth to o T ~junction, with to the

re 2 cuck, end them the boulder ehcize with FR and FFR on the other side.

A Jo:mt a.t’wc_h fixn both sides reduced the choze o & squeeze over a
boulder., T..s; sectivn, enterinz frea the entranze side, now entails a thrutch
onto the sled, ond immediately beyond n drop into 3' of water and a grovel
through an unpleecgoat duck - subseguently ine name 'Paranoid Passage' was

bes towed.

Beyond the duck, and the side passage coming from Graham's sump, the
pessage sudicaly onens to o 40' high chatber with two large passages going
on, all in waist-deep water. Tae 1. brench wes teken, and continued for 60
or so, loon'nz to the r., to returnto the chamber as the other passage, thus
forming in effest o large cxbow. Having completed this circuit, GS vanished
again into a small wet side passage on the l., and PFR climbed via the shoulders
of R “hrouzh a hole at roof level in the chember. The two routes rejoined
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in a large dry passage 10' squarc, with banks of silt (Dieillusion Way).
This continued southwards, and lowered to a canal, which continues round
several corners, becoming lower end wetter before finally, 120' from the
dry chamber, closing to a rift with unusably small airapace.

o Returning to the dry chamber, GS found 2 small crawl running for ce.
20* to a silt choke, beyond which a small passage, with a strong in-draught,
could be seen continuing. On 11 th July GS returned, with Colin Carson
(while PR and Chris Iangthornc commenced the sur.ey), and this pessage,

a tight crawl in thick mud populnted with some species of worm (now

named '"Worm Sewer') was pushed for 60' or so.

Thus the exploration of Eller Beck lead stoends for the time beinge.
The survey is not quite complete, and should appear in the next MSG
publication.

Eller Beck Head presents morec spelcogeomorphological problems than
most caves. Some of these were discussecd in MSC J1.,2. On the more recent
visits, in dry conditions a much larger strecar was found rising from the cave
than that sinking at Hazel Bush Hill Ille. There are certainly no other sinks
of any size in the localised linestone outcrop around Eller Beck. At the
entrance to the cave the limecstone dips steeply south, and the rising is in
effect up~dip.

Two possibilities exist as wo the source of the major part of the cave
stream, presumning that therc must bc anothcr feeder apart from Hazel Bush Hill
Hole.

(i) That the ceve is fed by an crtesian supply from a syncline in the
Main Imst. beneath Cleasby Hill, tc the south. The network plan of the
cave corresponds well with artesisn caves previously reported, mostly
in the United States.

(ii) That a distant surface sink feeds tc Eller Beck Head. The most
likely candidatc seems Jinglepct Hole (see note on L.33), although
there ere a variety of faults etc. in between.

The totnl length of Eller Beck Head Cave zust ncw be c.70C'. In the
system as so far explored, the Disillusicn Wey passage has been very
tentatively identified as the main inlet froc an unknown source, perhaps
Jinglepot, and Worm Sewer may bc pert cf the scries tringing in the Hazel
Bush Hill Hole stream.

Flood Danger - It is unccrtain hew repidly the weter level in the
cave rises, but a rise of 6" would be sufficent tc trap a party in the
further reaches. The general tightness, wetness and jagged rocks have
caused this to be voted the most unpleasant cevc in the Northern Dales by
some members, .n unusual, additional, delight is the presence, at times,
of thousands of small flies, on all surfeces above wnter level, in the
first 200' or so of passage.

" Thin watcrproof insect lovers may enjoy visiting this cave.
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FLGGERGILL 1977

Interest was first aroused in this area in January 1970 when
Peter Ryder, Stuart Hodgson, Derek Taylor and myself made a brief
visit following a survey and exploration trip to 0ld Mculds Level
at Lengthwaite. '

Further visits were made in March and April, and after
contenplating the Blacksike Foot and Ovening Nick sinks, various
digs werc started.

In May my wife and I took the lerse of High Faggergill House,
situated holf a mile from the mein sinks, and ofter a couple of
weckends of tidying up, explorntior of the valley began, commencing
with the descent of Ovening Nick Pot I and Crowbar Pot, 60' and 55'
deep respectively, ending in chokes. Both pots hed been previously
descended by various perties.

Our digs were also continued, the z=in cne being at Blncksike
Foot in the Flood Sinke. Work at this went well, ond showed great
promise with the constant appearance cf draughting holes in the
sof't peat soil, which ran in as the digging prcceceded.

During the weckend of 27th June New Lev 1 Mine Cave was
discovercd. This wns done by Poter Ryder, who, determined to
frustrate an carly start to the Snturdny evening session, announced
his intention to probe a hele in the zl:c* of Peggergill New lLevel,
which had been brought to his sttenticn Tty S_r.ay Meirs, the local
ganekeeper, Six of us accompenied Pete tc the entrance and were
highly smused at the sound of his exerticrs as nhe travelled up the
level, which begins as a crawl over ”ngc 1t '£Y in height for
a distance of 100'.

However, after o wait of ¥ heur he roappesrcd soaking wet,
and told of a stream passage ericcimecrcd ot 2 deptkh of 10! below the
level floor. Ways on to east ~nd wes+t ccull De scen but were not
pushed as ke was without a weisuit. Xift prssages in the level werc
also noted.

hs the MSG contingent hscd to retirm nocxe tl..m night, it was
decided that Derek Taylor and myseclf szould explore further the
following day.

On dropring throuvgh the o l-v "_- tne floor of the level we
encountered the bedding plene s deseribed in Pete Ryder's following
article, and pushed upstrear through Lmk*.mrd sideways crewls to a
fallen boulder past which - coniinustion could be seen but not
reached.

Returning to the bedding plane we pushed on downstresm through
o semi-duck caused by 2 shingle band, which was lowered on the return
journey. idvencing further the passage became larger, and our hopes
of at last finding the Faggergill Mastor System rose with every
stride. These aspirations were quickly dashed as water and the Terminel
Sump werc reached.

After several abortive dives we retraced our steps to the mine
level and out,

Further attenpts to penetrate the sump werce made on the survey
trip, but agnin proved wisuccessful. An exceptionally hard diver is
required. Lnyonc intcrested?

k..
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During July the cxtensive Nut Hole Ievel wns explored and
found to be in good condition, although signs of heavy flooding
were found.

Various pots were also noted, including Ovening Nick Pot II
which a visiting party of CEC, found wandering in Faggergill, were
invited to desccnd. One member of the party desccended after some
dispute as to the tying of knots, but re-emerged rather quickly
following the discovery of shecp remains on the floor of the pot.

The pot was reported to be 65' decp, end further investigation

proved it to have been explored by Darlington Grammar School Caving
Club, who reported thot a nine level ran off near the top of the pitch.
This wes later verified by the YUUI' after their exploration in
November. |

The former UIS.L dig ("Dig 87") at Roughton Keld was located
and reopened. This proved to be in good repair, and was securcly
covered over again.

By this time our dig at Blacksike Foot had to be suspended
due to lack of menpower ond suitable lifting equipment. However it
is hoped that this will te reconmenced in the neer future.

During Zugust, Sertember and October digs at Roughton Keld
and further exploration of itut Hole were underteken - this included
a descent of a 28' deer sw=r ir the mine. Fron information received
from Dave Corliele, tnis skhaft vrovably leads to the chamber described
by the Geological b“r'cy Yezoir (reprinted in the UIS.. Explorations
Journal article cn -aggﬂrgzll). Trnis chaxber was thought to have been
encountered 2t o depth of c.22', =nd has probably been filled with
'deads'.

In Novarber and Dicezter digs ond exploration in other areas
have attracted our atterntici cnd P“rce work in Feaggergill hes suffered.
During the coming year rerewed efiorte will be madc to penctrate the
Feggergill Master Systez, wiich should nrove extensive, to say the
leest.,

With this in view, I wiex: t¢ appeal to prospective visitors to
respect our digs, and cbove zll tne :ar:g s preperty, for although
we are on good terms at the zresc=nt. ercessive caving activity in
the area could place us in jeozcrdy, c3 far as coving goes, and one
of the best prospeets in the lorirerr Deles could be lest.

Petec Sterhensone

L ——— e — . -— -

-

Note = 4 full report on Faggergill =2 a2l its caves and potholes
will be published in duc course, I would bc very pleased to hear
from anyone who has worked in the area in tre past, and has
information which might be of usec to us.

PrR
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THE_NEW IEVEL MINC CAVE, Faggerpill

The inspection of New Level, Faggergill, was prompted by a reference
in the ULSA 'Explorations Journal', p.62, where it is stated ..."Also, in
wet weather this level takes water which is lost intc a tight natural
passage in the level floor, some 20 yards in fron the entrance". 4 short
section of dry natural cave in the sane level is also mentioned, and has
apparently been knovn for soze tize.

The '20 yards' quoted cdbeve cppears 1o be & misprint for an estimated
200 yards - the sur eyed distence is 5 C'. ULS. had spperently not descended
the hole in the level flocr, but rrovious zarties probably have been in
part of the cave btclow, sc this is nct 2z wtally 'new exploration'.

Entering the lcvsl, via 2 cC l”=Mse scze distence nerth of the
original entrence, the Tirst 410C!' or so is so badly silted as tc be less
than 1' high, but after *nis tne crawliing eases, and becomes easy walking
before a dry noturcl pessage &' W on cither side of the level is
encountered, 20C' ir. Tre hole in the floer, a scalloped $' drop (in two
steps) is 1 "" teyond thess pa
The Strea-wz h_,».

Trne §' dror is ret really tight at all, and opens at the bottom into
a2 wide icw -.-.'et teadirg. To the l., upstream, is a pleasant little streamwey
3' hign and 2' wide, downstrean is an esr-wetting duck through a wet
section, before the bedding nerrows, thiough a drier 'chamber', and into
a steedily descending stream passage following a joint on about 302°.
after 8C' of easy crawling, passing en inlet on the r., from a2 bedding
beconing too low after 20', there is an 8' high aven (this mey be a
silted up connection with the dry upper passage), and the stream turms
1. then r. again, onto & parallel joint. The passage continues about
4' square, developing into a canal, deccorated with stelactites festooned
with flood debris. Pessing another small aven on the r., the water deepens,
there is & near duck, and finally a small sump chamber, where one can
stand in water a little over waist deep, 235' from the wine level. 4 small
rift with a couple of inches airspace closes down after 6' or so, and the
suzp does not appear likely to be frec-diveable.

The upstrean pessage is quite different in cheracter, being a narrow
well scalloped crawl, continuing round several bends, then through a 6
wide secticn, with scme collapse, to a final choke 65' from the entry.
When first visited a way could be seen through this choke into what looked
like open passagc beyond, but the first blow from a lump hemmer, wielded
by Colin Carson, caused 2 nassive sleb to fall, totally blocking the
passsge boyond,. & considerable amount of engineering would be needed to
open o wWoy On.

The Upper Possapes.

These have, a3 far as I know, not been, described previously.
These passages appear to have been part of the streamway, before the
stream migrated to a lower level end cut the present stream passage.
This nigration to the lower level may have proceeded in stages, with
the point of thc the descent of the stream to the low level retreating
upstrean from timec to time. Alternatively there may have been two stireanms,
and their confluence nmoved upstream as new connections formed, the
present mecting of the streams being upstreem of the limit of the explored
cave. The stream which flowed through the upper passage probably originally
entered the lower series at the aven 130' dowvnstrcam from the level. The
next route of the wrter would be to leave the stretch of passage now on

3l

3
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the 1. (west side) of the level dry, and join the lower streamway via the
present 9' hole in the level floor (see sketch). In time a third route,
beyond the explored upstrcam limit, developed, lcaving all the upper level
passage so far known 'fossil' (see sketches)
_Suggested Developnent of. Junction of Upper and lower
_Passages in New Level Minc Cave.

(i) Upper end lower (ii) Uvpper

stresr joins (iii) Present state -
streamways crossing. lower vio the

Y drop. Upper passage deserted
mine level driven.
The passage on the 1. of the level is at first a crawl over fallen
blocks, then opens to an attractive £' high rift, This opens in a circular
30' high aven, with stalagnitc bosses cn its floor. Beyond the aven the
passage is a nuddy crawl, 2rounc = few bends, to end too low ¢.10C' from
the level, and about 40' from the silicd aven in the strean passage.
The passage on the r. of *thc level is reached through two small
openings, and is & cuddy crzwl ovsr scue boulders to end after 35' where
a fallen slab makes the rzcsazs toc tight - the continuction visible
beyond is very low,
The total length of raturel cave surveyed is c.k35', 3CC' being the
lower streanway. Tae oinc level continues for some distance, and contains
The cave arpears ic be part of o system teking wnter from sinks near
the north end of tie easiern flsnk cf Faggergill (e.z. Crowbar Pot) across
the valley head to Jjoin the £lcw froo the moin sink st Blacksike Foot, and
thence to Roughton Keld,
: It should be roted that tze streazway sppears to flood quite badly.

U — o 3 - - - i -

SMLRBER BFECK HEAD CALVE, Iow Row, Swzlecnle.

Along the north side of Swmledale zbove iow Row, and extending west
to above Gunnerside, is an externsive rlotecu developed along the outerop
of the Middle Limestone. Ruzcur hrd been hecrd of a tight resurgence cave
here, and accordingly it was visited on 2nd ilay, at the somewhat unusual
hour of 2.c.m., by John Iongsteff -nd IFR.

The cave is at NY 972.980, just below the n~rrow road running up
from Low Row, where the road becomes very rough, snd forks. » sizeeble
stream rises from & screc below o 30' high scar, the main sink being
in nerrow rifts at the rear of the platecu 300 yords to the north-west,
and possibly other sinks further west =s well., ..t thc top of the scree

(continued p .26)
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KELDHEADS CAVE, Preston under Scar, Wensleydalc,

It was on the 15th of August, 1970, that a suall party of MSG members,
returning defeated after the last assault on the Mud Slide in Kisdon Cave,
first visited Kcldhecads. We did know that there was a cave of sorts in the
area ~ Myers (NFC Jl. Summer 1963, p.50) makes mention of an "interesting
little unnamed cave atl Keldheads", private communication revealing that
NEC had been in for about 50 yards. ;

On the 0.S. 23" map several possible sites for the cave were apparent,
with a variety of springs (in thick woodland) below the road at c.SE C77.913,
and another rising half a milec further north at SE 076,91 6. Since this
second rising was only a few feet from the road, it was decided to glance at
this.

The "01a" Cave.

For a virtually unrecorded cave in g ch proxinity to a road, the
entrance at the rising was of suirizing <l:icnsions. A sizeable stream flowed
from an arch about 10' square, in s snell limestone scar {Main Imst.)

PFR, least muddy, after having made the leas: effort in Kisdon, entered
with alacrity.

A few feet inside the entrance (which =t scme time has been blocked
up with a large iron plate, presumably tc¢ zffcrd = water supply) the passage
turns sharp r., and lowers to & hands-cnd-gnecs cravl aleng an attractive
ogce-arched streamway. Just before ths r. turn is 2 low side passage on the
r., running parallel with the streazwmy, choked z7ter 15' or sc. The stream
passage continues for 33' to & junctior.. The stresr enters from a low passage
on the l., and a larger passegc, with & szall stream entering from under
rocks on the r., continues. This lesds 1w = crewl up a boulder slope into a
small collapse chamber (the limestcne is -2inly jointed and rather sandy,
Keldheads being the most easterly of the lsrger caves in the Main Imst.,
which shows facies changes in its zorc eastern outcrops).

A £ feet of small crewl, with one =211 of loose boulders certainly
net inspiring confidence, drop intc = rather larger chamber, which in turn
dreps down into a muddy bedding plane. Passing four small branches on the
l., this swings r., lowering tc c.i' high, and ends in two small holes.

The sole explorer only investigated the first two of these six possible ways
on, the two larger passages on the l. in the first part of the bedding.

Betr. ended in chokes after 25-3C', and both, interestingly, secemed downstream
FaSSEEES . !

daving reccnnoitred about 200" of cove, and noted a variety of
pessibilities of extension, PFR rcturncd, mecting JA making her way in to
sce wnat fate had befallen him. A closcr inspection of the low main inlet
revecled that it split inte three. To the r. an oxbow rejoined the main
passage just before the first collapse chamber, to the 1. the stream rushed
fromw e low tube, choked after 15'. Straight ahead o small hole opened
suprisingly into an 8' high chamber, with wrtcr rushing under the boulders
of the flocr. A scramble up a loosc slopc at the end of the chember (Inlet
Chamber) led tc 2 drop down intc a draughting but vnsafe choke. Having
alrost causecd this choke to collepse, the cxplorers left the cave, meeting
GS engaged in surveying, with great asccuracy, the iirst 15' of the cave,
whicn was as far zs he was able to go witliout getting his feet wet.
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A second visit to the cave was certainly called for, and on 22,8470
JA and FFR returned, to investigate all possible ways on. In the final
bedding, the remaining four small passages were all 'pushed' - the first
(really the third passage on the 1. from entering the bedding) was merely
a squeeze into a cavity left by a fallen roof block. The second opened
into a low bedding chamber with an inlet and outlet, both tco tight.

The third and fourth joined, and = low passage opercd into a small streamway.
Upstream was obstructed by a large poised boulder, downstream was not
pursued very far, since it obviously runs intec the choke blocking the

small inlet on the r. at the entrance to the beddirj.

On this occasion a small stresm was flowing across the final bedding,
and into the second of the two choked 'downstream' passages explored on
the previous visits. In the mouth of this passage a mouth organ was
discovered, sitting mutely on a mudbank. This had been lost on the previous
visit by PFR, and was reclaimed, albeit full of silt. However, this gave
a name to this now active streamway ~ Harmonica Passage. The Harmonica stream
was fluorosceined, and, as the party left the cave, the main inlet turned
green.

The third trip was cercfully plenned. The fluoroscein test had shown
that the Harmonica stream joined the main cave stream somewhere beyond
the choke in Inlet Chamber. The choke in the first 1. hand passage in the
bedding scemed to be near the choke in Harmonica Passage, and had loocked
more liable to succumb to digging than that blockage. The smell streamway
at the end of the bedding, with thc poised boulder, was another possibility.
Break through .

Accordingly, FFR, GS and John Cocper returned again on the evening
of 2748.70s JC, with hammer, was dispatched dovm the first l.hand passage
(Mudbath) tc attack the choke. The remainder of the perty edvenced to the
choked upstream passoge at the end of the bedding, and guickly decided that
the blockage was too unsefc to dig, althcugh a continuing pessege is plainly
visible beyond. Retreating, JC vwes met, who had had a greet deal mere
success, in digging out nct one but two holes in the szell chember at the
end of Mudbath, end alsc ir sculpturing stetucs in the sticky mud. One of
the holes he had opened proved, aos suspected, i cpern into the end of
Harmonica Fassage (FFR zoking the Tirst 'shrcugh trip'). The other opened
hole dropped into a2 lcw cencl, the doomstrecc centiruation of the two
passagee. The breakthrough had teen zade,

The Extension.

The low cansl split into twc after 15' - to <he r. an aqueous tube,
in fact an upstream passage, and to tne l., 15" further on, a horribly
unsafe collapse chamber (survey shows this o be only a few feet from
the choke in Inlet Chamber). The upstreen tube, ter 10', turned v,
through a duck, with 4" of air. JC had wiscly retreated here, and G3
was sent for, with his liking for tight ducks, a lo Moking Hurth. He
wallowed through, and shouted for JC to follows The unwetsuited FFR
considered this a good oppertunity to retrcat from the cave and get changed.

Through the duck, a larger tube continucd, up & slope and into
a three~wey jugction at a small collapsc chember. The r. fork was taken,
through a narrow arch (The Postern) and into quite a large (by Keldheeds
s tandards ) chamber, from which a varicty of passages led on. Especially
on return journeys, the correct route has on occasions proved elusive,
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and the multifurcate chamber has been dubbed 'Doubting Castle'.

The main stream flows under the boulders which floor Doubting Castle,
away to the l. into a complex series of passages (cxplored later) towards
the choked Main Inlet and the entrance. At the north end of Doubting Castle
the stream enters, from an attractive arched passage, rathey like that just
inside the entrance, which runs straight (passing two gmall dry tubes on the
1.) for 35', to a 'Y'~junction. Both forks arc stream pessages, but that on
the re. ends in a choke after 15', with an oxbow looping back to join the
other fork, the main streamwey. This continues as a flat crawl, round a very
acute bend to the r., past a tight tube on the 1., and through some boulders
to a sharp l. bend. One can scramble up into a collapse chamber above the
streamway here, and at floor level is a small flissure teking part of the
stream - this probably accounts for, or at any rate contributes to, the
inlet at the 'Y'-fork.

From the collapse chamber the streamway continues as a hgnds-and-knees
crawl, past another fallen block (with a small 'chamber' above as usual)
to a second similar collapse chember, c.6' high, with the way on, upstream,
being a squeeze over a slab at floor level. This regains the streamway,
and here a shale bend, a characteristic featurc of the system, becomes
very much in ev:.dence.

The passage is 6' wide and 2' high, with flaky black wolls of shale,
and banks of shale mud on either side of the stream. After 20' another fork
is met. Straight ahead is a "dry" oxbow, to the 1. the streamway, almost a
'duck' bencath hanging shelves of shale. Following the stream, a dry passage
on the 1, is passed, with a slab of fossil coral at its entrance = reef like
masses of fossil coral, probably Ionsdaelia, are in evidence in several
parts of the cave, both in situ and in the boulders of the floor. This side
passage continues as a crawl for c.50' before bifurcating and becoming too
tight.

A 6" waterfall over a chert band between two pools is passed, with
above it on the r. the upper cnd of Shale Pool Oxbow, Upstream a large slab
divides the passage, and cen be passed on cither sicc. Beyond the passage
is a2 roomy crawl, with 2 narrow 6' high rift in its roof. This swings r.
again, over some low cascades (razor sharp rocks herc caused damage to
the original explorer's knee, and the curtailment of the original exploration,
On the l. is a low side passage, probably another oxbow, and then another
boulder collapsc chazber, with a few small stalactites (the only formations
in the cave). On the r. here is an inlet from a narrow rift. (The exploration
of this part of the cave was complected on 3-9-70 by GS, this' time in the
company of Colin Cerson and Stuart Hodgson).

The streamvey ccntinues for another 40' of easy hands-and-knees crawl,
passing a narrow raf't on the r., before suddenly ending in a blank wall,
with the stream entering from a tiny hole on the l. At first sight this
seems an abrupt and most unusual end to the cave, however, 5' from the end
is a narrow cross-joint rift in the roof, up which one can squeeze into
a very side and very low bedding, in another shale band, 6' above the
s treamway below.

This part of the cave is only sketched in on the survey from drawings
by GS. The bedding has been pushed for 30' or so, as a long squeeze,
rejoining the stream, which disappears down a hole in thc floor to enter
the lower streamway. Over to the 1. is a gently descending crawl, which was
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followed for 4O' or so, before becoming very low - this possibly connects
with the low side passage 100' back dovm the streamway. The upstream part
of the bedding can be seen continuing, though only ebout 6" high. Digging
the shale floor could perhaps allow a little further progress.
Townstream of Doubting Castle.

There are a confusing maze series of passages in this area. It is
difficult to see which route the main stream follows - .the area is in
general semi-phrestic. A wet tube runs west from the main part of Doubting
Castlc (sketched in on the survey), swinging 1. and ending after c.80' in
& boulder choke, thought by GS to be the same blockage as encountered in
one of the other passages in this series. The main part of this series is
entered from the 'antechamber' to Doubting Castle, reached by climbing
through o ‘window' at the south end of that chamber. Turning l. af'ter
leaving the antechamber rejoins the main route into the cave at the three-way
junction after the Duck. :

One passage in this series ends in a collapse chamber which, according
to the survey, is very close to both the collapse chamber reached by
continuing dovn the first canal of the Bxtension instead of turning r. to
the Duck, and to the end of Inlet Chamber, neer the entrance.

The Survey

The survey of the major part of the cave has teken three visits, the
'main line' and some side passages being surveyed to Gr.4 (Gr.5 in the entrance
series). The length of the '0ld Cave' or Entrance Scries is c.330' (263"
surveyed, remainder sketched in), and of the Extension ¢, 1,000' (main line
distance from the Harmonica Passage Dig to the climb up into the final

1 t

i “ Sketoh Map of Keldheads Area
On one occagion Keldheads Cave

was visited in fairly wet winter - 07

conditions, by CC and SH, for the :

purposes of continuing the survey. |

The water level in the Duck area wms “_/\

found to have risen 3-4", leaving |

barely 3" of air on the Duck itsclf. S

In these conditions the Duck can be s

passed (SH did so, then retreated),

but is not advisable. The Duck quite -_

probably sumps at times, but in the 5 ¢

Scale c.4":1 mile.

-
streamway beyond is little evidence o PN | ¥
of flooding, and the cave cannot be T My et L ‘OJ“\ ‘
classcd with the worse 'flood-risks'. o ‘%Quhr:ry \.,....,“,\ \,4_ «l
cOIlClL_l'E__j_._O}_'I‘.S___ ; : *H-.h-r??".-- i i B : ::‘.__--.' =

- The source of the cave stream, - Prestdi‘?ﬁﬁar Risings

which varies considerably in size | o /i:mﬁ -
accox_-dmg to weather conditions, k. %@,’_ /A iy 12
remains a mystery. There are no surface NN ¥; 2o S . T
sinks nearby, and the only likely _\K_ .+ Pres St
sinks, distant as they are, if indeed } N £
Keldheeds is not fed by "underground | N\% | Sear
pick~-up", are those in Apedale (see | ““\
elsewhere in this Journal) X

(continued page 16)



15

Windegg Mine Caverns - A Preliminary Report.

The curious reader of this Journal will note in the 'Meet Reports'
section of this Journal a great number of references to 'i/indegg Mine
Caverns' towards the end of 1970. For various reasons, a full description
of, and report on, this system cannot be given here - this will appear,
along with the survey, in a few months time.

It was at the 1970 DS\ Conference, at Nottingham University, that
in a lecture on Swaledale Lead lfining reference was made to natural rifts
in mine workings on Windesg Scar, Arkengarthdale. The lecturer, Dave
Carlisle, vas approached later, and offered to lead a party into Windegg
Mine to examine the Caverns he had found a few years previously when the
mine had been re-cpened by the Earby Mine Research Group. A little digging
was again necessary to enter the workings.

That first visit confirmed that there was indeed a very extensive
natural system under Windegg Scar, as we had suspected from our observations
in Damocles Hole (see MG Journal 1969/70 - "the fine passage so briefly
seen suggests that a very extensive fossil cave system must underlie the
area"). A succezsion of later visits saw the exploration and survey of,
while not quite thé 'everlasting nctwork' hoped for after the first visit,
what proved to be with>'5 doubt the most complex and intricate system
yet surveyed in the Nerthern Dales. In tho opinion of some members, it
is also the most dangerous system in the area. _

Whilst not ¢f quite such an exteont as the now inaccessible Silverband
Mine Caverns, Windsgg shows a pgreator complexity in a smaller area.
Virtually all the eave is contained.in a block of limestone 300' square
and 50' thlck - yet thore is almost 4,000' of passage, much of it large,
and some sizeable chambers. Therz are a wide variety of types of passage,
ranging from rifts over 40" high, followed by traversing 20' up from
floor level, to collapse chambers of cross-section 15' square. There is
very littlc, however, in thc way of bedding plane development, and the
system is almost to%ally phreatic in origin. The mode of formati.a of this
peculiar, apparently ic-lated, raze-like system, poses many questions -
for oxamplc, why all the parallcl rifts of Windegg seem to shut down and
become too tight, wore cr less along one cast-west line, while a third of
a mile further south a brief scction c¢f a similar well-developed rift
is seen at Dimocles Ilole. The full topographical and geological
descriptisn wirich is being prepared should also include an area reporte

The dangers ¢f the gretca, both in the natural caverns and in
the 0ld mine worlkings, kave been so impresscd on some explorers and
surveyors trat they will rot be forgotten for quite somo time. Dave
Carlislc on one ocoasion male a rather precipitous descent of one
30' rise in tho wine worldngs, acconpanied by an assortment of rotting
timbers and ironvork In another pars of the minc the effocts of carbon
- dioxide ccroentrations were noted with interost, and caused tho
abandonment of a survey tripe. In the Caverns, whibh lic about 30' above
the main part of the mine workings, Mcssrs. Ryder and Longstaff, in
what is now tcrmed "Crealsing Boulder Cavern", found 40' of boulder
ruckle, cn %op of which they were standing, start to creak and groan -
the chamber being hurricdly vacated. This arca has changed considerably
between visits, ard sccus on the verge of a massive collapsc. Thoso
who consider tha* e% the present day cave development by collapse is
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an extremely slow process, and that collapse features now seen are
generally of ﬁs}derablel“_p,gg,‘ would have their ppi,p;lqng dragtically
: -e- d L . .~

altered pﬁ'&” ‘g“ ' iéfgoﬁ&_igatﬁppg;w:tj;r{jwiniégg-‘mine Caverns.

r -~ [ = e e X s : : '_"fﬂﬂ'.'}
Ity d;}” ’ioped,” ag’ exploration proceeded, that a natural entrance
from "ThE" ?"‘r? aie An'te the g&%{”@igﬁﬁbe opened up, but at the.moment

this sedhs 2 rehidte possibility. ' system s

is overlain by a considerable thickness of grit and shaleés, and

natural cave never approaches to within more than a few hundred feet of
the surface limestone outcrop. Host of the previously recorded "mine
caverns" in the Northern Dales have similarly been remote from the surface
outcrops of the limestone (e.g. Silverband, Flushiemere, Hudgill Burn

and probably ILunehead), and all these are now inaccessible to the caver
due to the collapse of the mine levels which ran into the cave systems.

It seems that this fate may befall Windegg before very long - the first
50! of so of the mine level by which the cave is entered is in a rather
shaky state, and consolidation would entail a lengthy and expensive amount
of work, somewhat beyond the resources of 3G,

: The complexity of Windegg Mine Caverns is such that our survey .
and exploration proceeded together, to ensure that too much work was not
expended on passages which, as seen when that section of the survey was
plotted, merely reconnected with a 'known' part of the system. Over a
dozen surveying trips have been necessary to produce the Gr.4 survey
now almost complete. A few small and unimportant parts (such as the chamber
and passages so unsafe, and apparently sbout to collapse, that only GS
would go in them) have been drawn on to Gr.2. The main limiting facdor
as to the amount of passage surveyed on each visit has been the muddiness
of ,the tape, rendering it unreadable after a couple of hours surveying.
There is virtually no water - clean water, anyway - in the Caverns, and
for such purposes as refilling carbide lamps a return to the mine workings
at a lower level has had to be made..

At the.time of writing, our work in Windegg is still incomplete.
Regarding . this, the hazardous nature of the system, and various problems
of access with the landowner, L would ask any readers to respect this
cave for the time being - there is little to interest the 'sporting'
caver anyway. It may be possible in time to make some arrangement for
visiting parties, if the level can be consolidated.

——— e —— —— ——————— ————— — —— —

The arge of the system so 85, FUVEYERs .

Keldheads Cave - Conclusions (Continued frow page 14)

About a quarter of a mile ncrth of the cave part of a small stream
sinks in wet conditions (c.SE 072.921). This could account for the small
inlet on the r. near the cave entrance, although a more likely rising is
the small cave (too tight to enter) just below the Redmire-Richmond road
at SE 075.920. :

The stream rising from Keldhcads is sizeable at times, but only a
fraction of the size of a very large rising a quarter of a mile to the south,
c.150' lower (SE 077.913), which apparently comes from a collapsed mine
level, There is a smaller rising a little higher up and further west, from
an impenetrable bedding - probably connectec with the main rising. The size
of this rising, which is probably from the Undcrsett Limestone, is quite .
comparable :with the largest Northem Deles risings. '
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MEH‘S REE’ORTS- March to December 1970.

(Tlus Moets. LJ.st is not comprehensive , One or two meets, mostly on Graven,
are not insluded)s ..

7-3=70s_Swintnexsille Jelirrowsmith, S.Hodgsony Pe I‘.Ryderu '

Some sbrveyinz was carried out - the Gill was sinking 100ydss below the Kirks
21=3~70, Hard Level Gill. - see postscript, Journal 3.

27=3~70. Barningham Moore J..., C.Carson, J.Cooper, P.F.R.

Near” Barninzham village, at NZ 077.098., a small stream sinks and rises-in a-thin
Imste bande In the dry bed between sink afid rising is a small cave ents noticed
by _G.C. and P«FeRe the previous Christmas day - this leads to the streamway after
10%, downstream too tight, upstream a too tight bend after a further 15'. -
30-3-»70. Cotterdales SeHe , PeFeRe, Jo Wedderburne

A‘cave was found in the Main Lmste jorge in Bast Gill (Cotterdale House Gave?) »
at ce NY 8314956, a roomy ent. above a rising, 4' high streamway for c.120%,
ending too low, apparently Jjust a subterranean ox~bow to the Gill.

31-3—70- Swaledaleeds. is 5 Ce Ce » P.F.R.

An 0ld level was dug into on Green Hills, south of Healaugh(see small aurveys)
and showed 'some small nate riftse. Surveying at Hard Level Gill eontinued.
1=4~T70s Kisdon Caves J.C., P.F.R. -
Survey commenceds :
3=li=70. Teesdale. J.C., J.Longstaff, P.F.R. .

., previously noted ns::.nf at Stonygill Head, nre Middleton was revisited.

40 ydse W of the impen. rising (NY 932+ 267) ’is a small cave - with permission
(this is a water supply) this was entered, and 30' in a small wall partly °
removed to revesl a 'T'=junction with a streamway - the Stonygill Head water -
unfortunately, close and open jointinz of the lmste had caused massive collapse,
and both upstream and downstream quickly ended in hopeless chokese Total length
of cave c+70's Later a small cave at Low Ravelin = too tight 20' in -~ was
visited, and then Firestone Level, Hudeshopes _

W?O. Kisdon Cavee J-.h P. FQR- G-o Stevenss

Survey concluded, see article by G.S. S L
18"&"700 thberry Wlndypits. J-.Xl. S.Hl P. F.R. s Vet
This proved a quite interesting and sporting“ , albeit muddy, little system-
Length perhaps 250'. Published descriptions are very inaccurate.

2-5-70s Smarber Beck Heade J«L., P.F.R.

On this occasion only the first 15' explored - see Naw Explorat‘.l.ons.

6=5=70s Moking Pote Jelie, PeFaRe, GeSe -

See New Explorations.

9-5-70._ Bearsett Risings S.H., P.F.R. :

4 rising from the Hardraw Scar Lmst., which Brian Heys of NPC told uss At~
first sight very promising, a little digging revealed that blasting would be
necessary tb force entry into the cave (SD 857.917)s Impen. sink + mile to Be
14~5-70. Jacob's Well Cave, Frosterleye Jele, PeRay, PeFeRe, GeS.

A ‘néw'ents = tight - was found 30' NE of Juarry Entrance, dropping after 12
into the first small side passage on the 1. as one approached Flood Rising
Seriese The upstream end of the Stream Passage was also inspected, but 'no real
prozress made. 4t this time the system remained intect, but since then ‘it-is
reported that much has been quarried away - Weardale quarries olalm yet another
cavee. dilﬁﬂ&
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16=5-70. Duecrkey Beck.S.H., P.F.R. R SR R LA &

A Main Lmste. gorgo at SD 846.841. was inspected, and a fow small holes enterad. -

The ris:l.ng cave at the dorge foot is a 20" crrawl t6 a loose chamber with

chinks of daylight entering from the shake abbdve, and a very low wet ‘crawl

going ‘on. The sink is ncarby. A 'llt’*t:le further up ‘the gorge 4s an 8" doep pot .

leading into a small cave ce 30" long. The day was’ concludcd with a- walk in

the Sod Hole Gill arca. i ‘

; 23"5“709 SOd--»H.OlG Glll! J .ﬂo, G C- Jr Go Pp .Ro 4 ns

The :Main Lumst.. platecau, was followed Se f‘rom Sod Hole Gill -and round to Sarglll.

A .few open. holes were found, . uni’ortunatcly all choked or too tigh.t; ce25' dqwme

27=-5-7Qs Saxrgill.C.C., S.H., P.I.R.

An open hole was found at Sarblll Head, but again choked 0.25' down. Weat S;i.dg
Pot was found (scc VLS. Review 1), thc ents ‘being in a-very unsafe ruckle.. .i;
.F.R. dgscended, and ascertaiped that therc is no way on above water from the_

final sump c:l'l.*.:srrﬂf)e:r,l even shough conditions were abnormally dry, The ente was

blocked with boulders, since the ruckle is very unaafea and could. easily run 1.n,

30-5-70. Eller Beck Head Cavee Jeie, PeFeRe * - i RS L ST

A long overdue rcturn. See Now Exploracblons. ' ' g T
6=6=70. Eller Beck Head Cave. J- .- , Re«Bvans, P.Ray, P-Robinaon, P-F-R- G-S»-___

See New Explorations - surface .-.-urvey was alsO' cerried oube- Vv oo ‘-..

13=6=70. Swaledal. .Gs Jele, S.H., P.T.R. & bopsacatlo, G

The Syinaergill risings in Bast Gill, Keld, wore inspeched, and somae time,,, L

spent in.excavating a tight rift in fhe Gliff a¥ove, which closed down £ter

12's The small rising cavé further upstream, on thé éast bank, Just belqw, and

epposite East Gill Cave 1, was explored, and proved to be c.30' long, all ' .

. narrow Japged craw'l“, enc 1n,; “too tight, the stream presuhabdbly of local: origin.

... Faggergill Was thcr: visited, ani P«.R. e¢ntered Now Level, to inspect

the tight hoa.e in thc Ploor mentioned in thﬂ ULS.: 'Explorations Joumal'

This was not in fact tight at all, and a streammay below was' entered,. ’l‘he :

following day Petc Stephenson and: Dcrelz Taylor, who were in residence at. High

Faggergill, explored the remaindey of thls cavc -~ seg- New Explorations. ,_

17=6=70. Moking PotePeF:Rs, GaSs .

See Now. Bxplor&t-:lfons,a Chest er, Silte Cave wms “'ns*‘lected by P- F.R¢ (sea small

surveys page) = .sirde 1a,st v_..sitcd BiCC had lowered the water. ‘level, and -

allowed access to another 40' of low wet crawl, making this little eave 0-80'

long, ending %oo, tight. It 1s 1ntorest1ng thay this-.cave, the resurgenge of..

a system running parallcl to and quite near Moking Hurth, is totally difforent

in character from that sys stem, being developed on bnd&lng planes and nqb an..

joints. R
20-6=70, . Stang. axrca. L. Becvers, Q.H., C.Lzngthorne, -P. P.R; Kl s

Hope Edg,c Pof(1iZ.030. 075) proved t¢ bé 20% deep and cholceds Horro&ﬁ Gross

Pot. (at-the Cliff foot Lelow HQI'I'DG1xS Cross Cave -. sad Journal-3) was

desconded, and proved to dpen inbo & short scries of old mine world.ng,a, e

rather unusual, ahd with a totals length.of ¢120% . - ¥

27-6=70» . Fagg ergill Néw Tevel Mine Caves Jelis, CoCe, DeTaylor, "S.H. Py F.R.

:The cave was surveyed - sump diving (free) attempts faileds B o0 st
7'?700 F&err_& 111 NOW’ LCVQl I\-‘Ilne G'aVGa- Jelie y Ce C-. C-L- PeFeRe .. Jlbepe, L

Survey. completcET a diy at ?:he upstrcam c:holce caused !Lt to oollapse and

totally block tkec passages’ i .
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14+7-70. Eller Beck Head Caves C.C., CsL., P.Robinson, GeSe, ReEe, PsFeRe.
New Exploration, survey, and water testlng activitiess =~ - - RO o)
18-7-70- Priors dalﬁt Je ity S He.. ’ P.P. Rl Goe S- JITJ-
Once again no pro*reas was made at the end of the caves The cave was surveyedl
prOVIHg to be 132%.long. For a desquption of the drainage, see YURT Report '
2, and notes in MG Journal 3. :
24~7«?O. Paggerpgill. Jelie y PeRe, P.F'R.
Tip Foot and Sloat llole lovels wero visiteds
. 25=7=70s Littondale. Jele, S.H., P:Re, P.FeR
Litton Rlaing and Litton Pots, and varlous “promlslna" goles nearby'were
: inspected on a surface walke
29=7=70 Smarber Beck Heads G.S., P Rq &ZP F.W. aurfacc.
Sec New Explorations.
1 B-?Ot Ll‘btondale. SoH.- CtLo P. R- P- -Rt ; ..
All the "promising" holcs prevzously noted pfvved hopeless, as uaual.-. :
8—8—70._Gunner31de Gill, Jeis, S.H., PJF.R.
Several Tevels and natural holes were looked ate Botcher Gill Sink failed to
yield to an assault with hammer, shovél and Stuart's garden rake. Botcherside
Pot, a highly fluted, choked 21' deep shaft (NY: 936.005) was uncovered and
descended. Bunton Hush Cave (see small surveys’ aheet) was explored = 30'-long
to a loose strong 1y draughting choke - this little cave is in a remarkably
similar position in Bunton Hush to Friarfold Hush Cave in Friarfold Hush- (see
Journal 3). Various holes in Bweleap Scar were alao probcd.
9~8-70. Eweleap Scars J.C., J.L., P.F.R. ' ’
Unsuccessful dig in E”elcap nest Cave, Foxzlove Pot found. ‘
15=8=70. Kisdon Caves Jei.s P.FeR., GiS.
inother unsuccess.ul dig. Lahdy chel, 200 ydse -B of Kisdon Cave was visited.
On the return Journey he‘dnoada Cavc was "found" '
22-8-70, Keldhcade Cave. J.d. P.FiRe
See New BExplorations.
25—8-?0. Houghton-le-Spring, J-.., J«C., W.Laverick, J«Le., P.F.R.
4 trip.to investipate various natural holes and rifts on the brow of the
Mggnesian Lmst. escarpment north of Houy; ~hton-le-3pring, in the half mile or-
so to the eas’ of the cutting on the Durham to Sunderland roade

.+ + 241l ‘the holes found, seem to be natural slip features, almost identical to
the North'Yorkshlr "Windypits", parallel to the escarpment. -The area is very
interesting to the peomorpholosist, but all the holes: were vegx lopses Descents
of a few were essayed (i.c. J.C. waa lowered down them), ‘but the unstable
nature of the walls, floors and roof's would have made full exploration suicidals
The deepest hole = depth estimated by -dropped - atonas - could be over 100‘ daep.
Others are certainly 50" +s
27~8=70._Keldheads Cave.J.C., P. P.R., GeSe.
"29"8"700 ‘abgdale. J-..u Cs Co » Ss H. s PeI"e Ra
© A walk into the arid va tos of upper Apeflale in'a vain “search for the ainka
for, Keldheads. In a deop hush at SE 013.949 a semi-natural "cave" was found,
80' long (see small surveys sheet), emitting an icy cold draught — it was a
very hot day. In Harker Level, a roomy dry mine in Cat Soar, a few natural
rifts were found, near the entuance. S e T A=A
3970, Kcld}:-._e_a_ds CavesCeCo, SeHe, Jolis, PeFuR., GeSh :
5=~9=70. .iyieburn line Caves Jsle, CeCs, SeH., P.FeRe
4 photographic trip, successful for once.
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49-9-70." Fell's’ End Pots. SiH.; P.F.R., Joife ' ° - ¥ e e o
Several holes south of the foad at Hollow-h111 Gross‘were inSpected. The main
pot is quite impressive, though 30" less deep (from ocur Gre3 survay) than the
4960'.CP¢ Journal (p.jShJB) states. Nevertheless, at 120', this is one of the
deepest pots in the Main Lmst. 1st pitch, from a dry shake nr. a stream sink;
can be done with 25' ladder belayed from a rock spike 10' below the actual ent.
The 2nd pitch, on the 1. at the foot of the 'ladder, is an easy 25', the 3rd; -
directly below this, is a 60' into 'a blind rift, with a rather tiy ht initial-
section, The survey is reproduced here, alorg with that of another. of the-daeper
Main Lmste. pots of Upper Swaledale, Great Sleddale Pot (briefly mentioned in’
Journal 3, first explored by NPC). Further reports ‘on Sleddale should appear laters

-10—700 hCldh@&dS C&VO. Jo C. P. F:Qc ’ Ge So :

o 10-70. Devis Hole Mine, Grinton. GeMe and S.Davies (YURT), P.F.R. _ .
A diz negr the collansed mine ent. was tentatively commenced. 25 S
3=410-70. .lston Jred. J.C., .i.Holmes, J.L. '
Caplecleugh Low, and Tynebottom Levels were V131ted, minerals collected.
1'0—10-700 Fellﬂ BEnd .rea. C'D&y, J-L- PeFaRe i -
4 surface walk, without regult. dhere do Fells, End Pots resurga?.
10910-70- Kingsdale haster Caves Sell., Ge8., J.We
4 touria'b tI'lpo
11-10-?0. Windegg Mlne Caverns. D.Carlisle, G.G., J'Hi P.Stephenson.
See New Explorations. ,
17"‘10"70- Cross ?Ot S'ﬂ.ndalen Ptl‘oRo GeSe
23-10-70. Cross Pot, Swindale. C.Cs, LT , PoFeR., G.Se
A rough survey of the system - 220' long - was mada. _
25/28/25/31 ~ 10, 6/7-11-70, Windegg Mine Caverns. B - R
Various cxplowator} and survey trips. 4 :
15—11-704 Devis HOle lLLne, Grintone. DoCt’ SOH- JdeLis ’ PcFoRl’ P'IS'D L
Dipging continued.
21 11-70a Keldheads Cave. C.C., S.H.
It had been intended to continue the durvey, but the "duck" was virtually
sumped1 -and 1n the prevalent. weather conditions it was thought unwise: to ge :
any further. . surface walk revealed nothing of interest.

.-_721—11-?00 Gunner"ld& Glllt e He ) JoLo :
Several levels inspected, unsuccessful dig in Barbara Hig h.Level attempted.
J__-“-!12"'70- Bluebcll n!OOd Caves Jds! ;Cllors, P F R# 2

See New Explorations.

4=12-70._Bluebell ool Cave., Je.li., G«S.

S=12«70s Crosspill. Garrigill, and ashgill (Teesdale) JeLs, PeFeRe
Several levels werc examined in Crosszill, none of any lenzth, and one or two
small cave ents. proved to quickly close in. In .shgill, a small cave was
noted in Green Scar (NY 80L.360). .4 tubular crawl runs inte the cliff on"the
W side of the small Main Lmst. zorre, and becomes too tight after. 25's However,
qﬁgve the cliff is a .small pot 10' deep, ending in an impassable slit, from
which. a #pqal connection was- established with the cave - a perfect minature
example of .a "throuzh system".
12=12=70. Windmore End Cave. R. E., P.F.R.

The survey was continued, gnd various observatlons mad e
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15-12-70» Harker TLevel, ipedale. J.C., P.F.R.

A return visit to Harker Level ESE 03&.9&1), to reinspect the various natural
rifts, bearing in wind that the level is said to have cut large natural caverms,
and that only a few yards from its entrance is a possible sink for Keldheads,
over three miles-away. The first natural rift (the whole level is in the Main
Lmst) is o the 1., 30' in - a fluted 30' high aven. .bout 60' from the ents
is 2 rift on the -, , entered by a squeecze-up a wall of 'deads' under a huge
poised -la' « after abous 2' this closes to 4" wide. The only other enterable
rift focund s abeut 1000' in, on the r., where a very small fissure was
enlargcd to allow a ‘leiboerbox' mqueeze into a natural aven, c.«25' high,
closing in.o% top c¢nd bottom, the entry being about: 8'. from the floor, with  :
a strong vovuaed drevcht - scope for cave peomorphologistse The level ends in

a total fall 460 pz-~cs from thc cnt., with one branch, on the 1. Just beforc
the end, chelzed wi%h clay aftor about 30'.

Anout 5xu’ mnbo Ehs Level 2 small bat, which proved very aggressive when
disturbed, vw.s fo;na, han ing on the roof. "The only other place M: members
have enfougquud bats in the Northern Dales is in Hilton Mines, Hardside Low
Lovole I
19=12~/0 Wirdepg Minc Caverns.

25-12-70 Hulashope, CeCo. JeL., PoF.R.

After Leinz turned wway from Fircstone Level, Low Skears Level, on the W
bank of' the Reok just belov Jack Scar, was partially cxplored.

28-12-7Q, Huleshopce AeHe, J.L., Co L., P.F.R.

Low Skoars Level wacz cxh?crcd rorce fully, without climbinz any rises. The
main l-rel crive ¢rds atber 4625', bub there are extonsive side passages, with
some C""e1¢ % cave pea~ls and cAlciﬁc floore.

NOTEB - Eincc thesc last two meets it hds been learncd that all levels in
Hudeshope arc sunposcdliy '@ut cf bournds' to unauthorised visitors, duec to
insurance uatters with the corsary which is at the moment re-working some of
the mincss There 212 also .pparc':ly acsess restrictions to all other mines
in Tecsdale rorth < the river - c.g- "lushicmerc. Plecase make full enquiries
before visiting %iis area

T O R S S -
. .

Caves ond Mirgs 1n Teardale _ond Toosdale - dccess and Quarries. !
L% socis _thay  cavor:s Who “requent the Teesdatc and Lower Weardale arcas
have beon ﬁ;:JlVCd ol & far srector proportion of their haunts, by access

restrictions and Q":r":c';,'n'r activity, than in any other part of the Dalecs.
dpart from the cirronb proLlcns mentioned above, obthor sites affected are-
Fairy Hole - Fustpulo, forumerly 23 miles long, much now destroyed by massive

quarry:.g, 21 dsepite proxiscs of aceess from the quarry when it opened,
now apparcac’y 1°1%1e hope of' what remains of this fine system bein; re-opcned.
Jacob's ‘IC[LW BV - {sec 133 Jourmal 3 for survey and description) - now

reported o Lo mortly tharried awvay. Nearby Harchope Quarry Cave totally
disappecared o ,.c 7 years agoe

Hope Lievel llinc Cave. - latest reports arc that this lovel is now thoroughly
blocked by a concrete wall, owners scem uncooporative, so another 2000'+ cave,
of bolh scicntific and sporting merit is lost to the caver. “
Sowan Burn Cave. - the stream passagc part of this systom is a water supply,
and should iot. b2 or vered, the dry rift scrics is however opene

01d Levels-~ with (e cu.r“nt intercst in rc-opening old minecs, many old levels
arec now cleco-d o saveis: Pad feclin: amon; owners has boen causcd be the

gatoes on levels g% chﬁhead bein; broken open by 'persons unknown'.




e 2 B e

Thc Dccpcst Pothole in australia.

(Phlllp Robinson, onc of the "original" loldywarps, and a loyal mecmber
throuthout the Group's four yecar hlstory, loft England in carly .ugust 1970
to' commence work in Hobart, Tasmania, and promptly bccamec involved with
caving. Sincc then I have r0001aca froqucnt letters describing extensive
new systems found by P.R.’ and friends in Tasmania, the most sirnificant of
which is Tassic Pot in the Florontinc Valley arcae The following article
is taken from two of his letters, the first part a zeneral description of
the Florentins Valley and its caves, the second from a later letter dealing
with the trip that bottomed Tassie Pot and claimed the depth record - P.F.R.)
Junee -~ Florentine.

Tie action arca of recent trips. This is a large limestone area only
60 milec from Hobart. Gordon Limcstonc, Ordovician again, it occupies a belt
45 milzs by 2 miles in the Florentinc Valley, also extendin;: east to Maydena
(Junce area). Densz forest makes oing difficult. The area is uninhabited
but has an cxtensive network of roads (?) - land rover tracks - as it forms
the principal timber supply for the Australian Newsprint kfillse. The Junoce
area has relisf with crecks ;oings under;round around 1300' above the principal
resur;ence - Junee Cave. Cave syctems of depth up o 1200' are possiblce
The Fio:rentlro area has lower rzlief, with a number of horizontal systcms
w1th.uood decoration. The wost ahcctaculqr is '"Welcome Strangcr Cave'e
A few of the caves : -

Bone Pit: Depth 350" with lon; lzdders, no water, numerous bones.
Fvanhco*to ¢ Cave: Approxs 3000' of passa-e, depth c.60', ~ood decoration,
outsta: "'1 4 lﬂf:Silanl ; .
Gt;wii‘ v’ '*éf Cubjoct %o sucdion floods, 560' deep, no ladder dropsd

——— e — o S cw iy e

Many gicw Wwoims
Junce Cave: 1nmcnsc resurgonccl lust be a tremendous cave beyond the sumpe
Passagc blocked by sump 300" in, dived for 550', depth 55' (not bad for
non c: vc-dlxuld.frhcy were »or'lf-cd afterwards and vowed ncver to cave arain)
Pillenoc~'s C-vor 325" deep with 170" ladder which can be by-passed.
Rift C.-¢i £001Ll glream, depth b;j'.
Satan’s Lair: Sorics-of-pitches nceding 9 30' ladders, depth 450' approxes

cry laz;e chamber with waterfall enterin; through the ceiling.
Wclco g Strenser: over 4 mile, very rood formations.

" Other goodics beiny cxplorad -

JEMJQ ~ 320' deccp appro:e with 170' ladder pitch, onds in a low wet
erawl off a <ramber,
Hairygoat Hole: Depth 200', 1000' lom:, 2 x 10', 30' and 50' pitches,
* dry, drauzhting, cuds in a dig through a choke - promising.
JP 4.5 v Enorncus sink, impossible amount of Hp0 to climb cven with a
wet suits Dry entrancc via two £0° drops leads to water aaaln, necds a
rig to avoid water. Deep shaft the 3rd pitch.
Cenldrod Pot: Impressive, watcr thunders down shaft. Can sce 100' below?
Wot suit Jjob? Water probably neceds diverting.
Tassic Pot: - 150" “éntrance pitch lecads to 90' pitch, 80' chimney and
finally a 120' pitch undcscended. Dry and dead pot risht next to the track.
We will be there soond Could bec a deep onc this, 450' at leaste




),

A1l those pots must lead into the Junee resurponce. A vast amount of water
comes out there, 5' deop, fast flowing and impossible to stand or swim in
., during winter. Some disagrce - the bush is so dense, it is quite likely
that resurgences exist we knownnothing about. This area could kecp one
busy caving for a lifctimc. Jn interest in desconding decp shafts and
penetrating 1mponctrable ‘bush is essontial.
The Dopth Record.
. Near midnizht on Saturday November 14th a party from tho Southern
Caving Socicty bottomed Tassic Pot at -800'. I was lucky cnouch to be
with the tcam on the 17 hour trip (previous rocord - Mini-Martin, 720'

by Tasmanian Cavernecering Club in ‘

1967). i

The first man descended the 150' |

..eatrance shaft at about 4-00 p.m. on ’
Saturday. The scven man tcam were soon | TASSIE.POT.
prossin; down with tackle. The sccond | Grade 1 31'!0'501'1' P.R.
pitch, 90', and the 70' chimncy werc i 1st pitchs

descended. We found oursclves aftcer S —— g
a fow more climbs in a sizeable < _ =100
chamber with a deccp chasm off onc ﬁ{\

lowered over and John Morley prepared

to descend. Soon his usually audible
voico had disappeared, and we were

left wonderin . His abscnce from the | \J‘\k .
end of the rope when it was hauled up | Glory Holc'
suggested ho had bottomed it - 270" | Chimney \‘ I

side. 300' of wirc ladder were
l\ 2nd pitche

-200'

rope had been used. I tied on, and —
descended steadily, the ladder was i \ ~300"
twisted, caught and heavy, the climb W “GOOdeO
awlomrd, At -140' a narrow 2' wide Chamber
Ledge provides a wolecome rest. A * ( 50' shaft.

candle was lit below, and John could be —
secn vaguely in the darkncsse ~-400'
Continuing down an cverhang is
roachod, and the last 80' is frec- I.Sig
hanging in a very large chamber. At Pitchs
~260' thc bottom was roacheds I -

climbed up a slope and Jjoined John. The -500"
About 20 minubes lator Arthur Clark Ledge
had Joined us. The altimeber recad
-640' and the cave went downs

~ We climbed through some loose ” :
roocks and dowm a scrics of short =600
unstable drops. Betwoen tho big pitch
and the bottom arec many loosc rocks,

and carc is necded in the descente Morocl ;
Wo gingerly descended, down, downe. —Rassagoe f .
Where was the bottom? At last it i =00
levelled off and we walked for 100! /
| »--—--""“:J/
,ﬂ-d'
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or so. The passage lowcrod and a squcezo was encountereds Eagerly the

altimeter was read, -820', thé record!, casily. We shook hands and felt very
pleasced. The dcpth was latcr amended to 800%:20' to allow for error in the
aneroid. Arthur decided this wasn't enough, ‘and- proceeded to force the squeeze.
John followed and a further 30' of passase was found - another cave was entered,
another stream, but no way on. The bottom had definitely becn reached.

The return was carecful, and the big 260' pitch planneds We ascended
without mishap. Somc excellent lifeolining by Chris, David, Graham and Kevin
was very much appreciated. Also, on the surface, John McCormack linin; on the
150' entrance shaft had a very long wait. Once up the big pitch we were as
good as oubt of the cave. The entranze 90' and 150' ladders seemed like
chicken fced. We wers on the surface at dawn, Sunday, weary and jubilent.

Phil Robinson, T«CeCo

The MSG Cord Index of Northerr Deles Caves.

Briefly mentioned in the last MSG Journal, this card indox has at the
moment 149 ontriocs, cach card rcferring tn a cave, pothole, or site of
intercst such as a major rising or sink. Some cards cover [roups ‘of caves
or pots, such es Swindale Dots, or Sod Hole Gill Cavese | |

Bach card is colour coded to an area, and “ives the rid reforence,
approx. altitude, datc of first cxplora +1cn, len: -th, dcnth, survey and
othor information on the #‘te concerned. . list taben from the Index is
lodged with the Durizm Cave Rescuc Crgzanisation; since the majority of
the indexed sites have not been included in previous works of reference
such as 'Pennine Underpround'. Broken down into the arcas referred to by
thc oolour coding, thc number of sites listed is-

Alston arca 9
Weardale 17
Teocsdalce 2L
Valc of Eden 30
Swalcdale 39
Wwensleydale 30
total 149

It is hoped to commence a similar index rcferring to the major
mine workings in the arca - this would be particularly valuable to the
CseRe0. as old mincr, from their nature and number, prescnt perhaps more -
of a dangier to inexpcrionced novice 'speleolo;ists' than do Northern Dales
Cavess Such a card index would however take a rreat deal of compiling.
Any uscful information on old mines which would help in this should be
sent to the MSG: Minc Exployation Group Scerctary, .ilan Holmes, viae
6 Somerset Grovc, Darlington.

4 third MSG Card Index, on theo caves and 'windypits' of the North
York Moors arca, is Dbecing compiled by the Group Librarian, Graham Stevens.
The main Index is held by mysclf, thc Nescarch Sce., and will be shown to
any interestcd pariy.

Pcter F Ryder.
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THE SON> OF BEOWARE

One of the lesscr known Anglo-Saxon poems is the brief but magnificent
epic describing the oxploits of Beowarp, a semi-logendary hero of the
Dark Ages. The poom is written on vellum, mainly in Roman letters, although
some runic characters arc present. The title is wholly in runic, which
suggests a link between the magical powers of the runes and thc hero.

Beowarp is belieyed to have beon a warrior-king who lived in the
eighth century A.De -in a great hall known to have existed in Djarrlintun.
So far as is known he had another hall at Wyntirr Ings, in the west of his
domain. He was the lcader of a group of young warriors callod the Moull
Diwarps among whom were various prominent men of the day - Colleoyn, son
of Car; Peytirr, the ridor and John, of the long staff. Other than these
facts we know little, although one can only speculate as to what their
descendants might now be doing.

BMFPRRL

( BEOWARP)

1e Hoear now the song of Beowarp the warlord
Killer of dragons and scourge of the southe

In the bright mcad-halls of Ullsa and Crai Ven,
Bradf jord and Pen-nyn, brave warriors all,

Fear lay on those who oncc had been joyful

When messengers came with grim tales of plunder -
"Gone arc the caves and zone all the potholes,
Wrenched from the hills by the great dragon Mmendip,
Borne all away to his lair in the sun-lands".

2 Then did the kings send swiftly a message
North to the wild-lands where Beowarp dwelt,
Called for the slayocr of dragons to aid them,
To win back their caves and break the beast's spell.

Beowarp came and with him his warriors -

Brukk the invincible and tho bolf Yurtt.
Southward they strode to the land of the dragon
Came to the cave where the firc-worm, Mmendip

Hid with his plunder behind a grecat wall.

Beowarp thundcred "Yield, foulcest of oreatures,
Yield that your miscrable life might be spared.”
Nought said the dragon who thus was commanded,
Who would with his flickering flames have devoured them,
But threw out the bones of a cave he had stolen -
Calf Holos/Brow Gill, beloved of all.
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3e Then was gfreat Beowarp mightily. angry
Carved on tho cave-wall decath-runes for thc beast
Donned he thon grimly the rune-hclmet, T cxolex,
And his dark armour, of ncoprenc wrought,
Grasped hard the runepick Stoncdeath, the digzer,
Smote long the rockpile, burst widc the wall.
Down  bore the dragon with fire about him
“Fearless stood Beowarp safe in his wet suit
And drew the charm-compass Suunto, the slayer,
and swift spoke the bind-runes, holding the beast,
Then unlcashed tho war-tape Fibron, the knotted,
And soon was tho hell-worm with granny-lknots girded
Quenched was his firc and broken his powers

Forward bold Becowarp strode into darkness

And lighting a carbide he saw the vast cave-hoard,
Larger than legend, all caves lay before him

Then, sundercd their bonds, the northern langs took them
uack to their homes in the hills of the Pennines
Returned to their shakcholes the pots that were stolen
Scnt back the lecaders in pcace to their kingdoms.

Lo ind calling on Yurtt and Brukk to come with him
Homeward in triumph rodc the brave 3cowarp,
Back to the ;reat hall in distant Djarrlintum,
Bearing his prize - the caverns of Mendip
Which he distributed throughcut the Pennines
So that the men of the north ecould enjoy them
And long sing the praiscs of Deowarp the fearless,
Slayer of dragons and friend of the cavers.
Martin Davies.

New Explorations -~ imarber Beck Head (continued from page 10).

ig. a-sma}l cave enL_,.._nce, dropping to join the stream, which is here
sinking into a tiny slot to reappear at the foot of the cliff a few
yards away.

PFR donned gear and entcrcd, finding the passage swift.’ly closed
to a tight jagged sideweys crawl in 6" cold water. After 15' his cell
jammed, and a large piece of the wall detached itself and fell on him.
Mr longstaff, on the surface, did not scem predisposed to come in and
rescue the explorer, and a painful guarter of an hour was spent in
reversing the 15' of passage to the entrance. It was now 2.30 a.m.,
visions of a vast new system had faded, and the party stumbled back
along the fellside to Winterings. :

On the 29th July PFR, Phil Roblnson and the Stevens returned to
the cave. Graham Stevens was inserted into the cave, and the remainder
of the party departed to dig out a sink a short distance below the cave,
where the stream disappeorcd underground again (finally resurging 2-300
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yards further south). The dig revealed an open hole which promptly
collapsed before entry could be made. The resurgence is impenetrable.

: Meanwhile, back in Smarber Beck Head, GS passed the squeeze
15' in, and, destroying boulders and pieces of the walls with his
trusty crowbar and lump hammer, crawled and quarried his way for a
further 40' or so, along a triangular sectioned passage with a shale
band, through which the stream had cut a trench, in the floor. He was
stopped by a large fallen flake which did not succumb to the hammer or
bar. The next section of passage may have been too tight to be passable
in any case, although a small cascade was visible 15' further on.

Thus Smarber Beck Head is at present 70' long, all tight crawl,

with just enough room for a small person to t n round about 20' in,
A short distance west of the impenetrable main sink, in a shakehole,
is Smarber Pot, a 30' deep shaft choked at the bottom.

BIUEBELL WOOD CAVE, Newton Lycliffe, County Durham,

(This cave was found by John Mellors, of Bishop Auckland Cave
Club, and explored by him and GS. John has contributed the following
account).

The cave is situated at the south-east end of Bluebell Wood, a
disused quarry. The entrance, betwcen the roots of a large tree, was
found and dug out by the writer in July 41970, and subsequently explored
as far as the second squeeze with another member of BACC. Operations
were suspended until December, when on a visit with Graham Stevens the
cave was extended for a further 50', and surveyed.

The entrance squeeze leads into the roof of a narrow rift passage.
After about 20' this is partially blocked by a roof fall. The roof here
is very unstable, large boulders being stuck in the clay. Beyond the fall
is a chamber, with a drop of 2bout 6' to the floor followed by a steep
- ¢limb up 2 .silt bank. This can be avoided by traversing across the
chamber, but care should be taken in the choice of footholds as the rock
. is very soft.

From the top of the bank a narrow passage leads on to the second
squeeze. This can be partially avoided by crawling over the top of the
squeeze and traversing over the 15' drop until the passage is wide enough
to descend. 4 rope belayed to a steke in the silt bank is helpful. Under
the silt benk a narrow passage leads to a small chamber. The passage ahead
is partially blocked by another silt bank, but at its foot an easy 10'
crawl leads to the final chamber. In wet weather there is a small inlet in
the roof herc. fhead is a silt choke, with a passage above the scene of
an unsuccescful dig, ending completely choked. 4 lower passage has also
been partially cleared, but is extremely low. A way on can be seen, but
several feet of digging are necessary tc pass the constriction. _

On the west side of the quarry, on the opposite side of the Middridge
to Newton Aycliffe road, is a smell cave too tight to enter, possibly a
continuvation-of the main cave, cut across by the quarry. '

The cave is in liagnesian Limestone, and is thus a comparative
rarity. Although probably of solutional origin, and now generally dry,
in times of flood the quarry fills and the cave acts as a sink (flood
debris is evident within ~ the cave apparently completely fills).

W.J.Mellors.
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Kisdon Cave, Kcld, Swalecdalo.

'"Pennine Underground! docs not score very highly for its description
of Kisdon Caveoe The cave is cntered from a mine lovel whose cntrance is
situated at NeGeRe NY 899.012. From Kecld follow the path to the river,
cross the footbridge and continuc to the bridge over Bast Gill , Jjust
abovo the watcrfali, whore a bridleway is mete. Jdcross the bridgo, the
bridleway is followed T'or about 300 yards to where it levels out and a
gato is roaclicde On the lcft, juﬂ+ beforre tic pate, is a prassed over
mwine tip, and behind this, about 50! from the trﬂcL, is the partially
blocked contrance to a sionc arched minc levels

The level, 4' wide ard 6' high, is cnbored by sliding down a mud
bank into aboui a foot of watere Tbc watcr gradually gets shallower,
becoming mud. and finally-give: way to a rock floor.frhc stonework runs
for about 037« 2227 {=om the cubtrance the level has cut a natural passagce,
and squoezes thooush boulders lead off lef't and righte 45' furthor in, a
hole in the ieft wall of the level leads inbo the bottom of a natural
aven, and beyond the floor of the level contains dried out gour and crystal
pools. The cnd of %l2 leovel is recached 635' from tho entrance at a
substantial fall ol shalec.

The longest poriion of nabtural pascarc is entered by climbing
down boulders on thc right of the level (on catry) into a low chambers
A crawl along an iubercsting pacczage with sides of layored silt, sand and
clay lcads into a chamber combaining a large bank of sandy fille. Beyond,

a steep climb up n hanls of 711l leads into Fault Chamber in whioch the
near vertical faul®.ploie lol't wall contrasts with the sloping wall
"opposite. High on ths 1cf4 of Fauls Chamber a climb up the wall leads
into tle mud .tube deseribhed below. The other cxit from Fault Chember is
a roomy rif% paszage leading to a chovt crawl. Beyond, a small stream
has ocut a vadose trencr In tlic {loor of the passage, a small tube

oxbows on the lcft =nd a larpos branch oxbows on the right. The strcam,
often dry, onbers from a very gmzll choked inlet on the left, and tho
main passagc cnds at a choke “n a 20" hizh rarrow rift in shattered rocke

The mud tube leading off from Fault Chamber is entered ¥ia an
awkward climbs The fir:ch part ascends very steoply, and has in it a
tight clbow bonds The slope leovols oul, anﬁ thcn the tube descends
8lightly. Conbraniing with tls sandy £1l). the rest of the cave,
the flooxr of tho %Yube conzists of sblcly C'ﬂv voich tonaciously prips
anything vhich Youches i% rather lilc a coibact adhesive. Since the
height of the tube (about 15") nocessitates flat out crawling, progression
is very streonous and reoting only makes meliers worse as the clay moulds
itself to the clobtling, cud thore is insulflcen’ room to got froc before
continuings The pausage alzo appears to closo in at cach bond, but on
arrivinz it is then found to continuc furthers On my first visit my
main ccncern was whethor I would find a tu ning space at the end
The "cnd" was roached after pacsing two features of interest in the
roof, onc a 6' tall narrow rift, and tho other a 2' whirlpool pocket.

In a small chomber a narrow rift wiil: virgin mud floor ran on and
scemed to open oub bayond a boulder The sirong draught in the tube enticed
onc forward, bus tho rift was foo narrow. Turring round in the chamber
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required only mild contortions, and the recturn journcy was slow and
exhausting,.thoush fortunately not very far. The total length of the tube
is a littlec over 100', from the sketch survey made (more accurate surveying
of this passagc would be virtually impossible). The highest point of the
tube is around 50' above the floor of the minc level wherc the cave is
ent crode. vt ¢

The portion of the cave on the left of the level (on entry) is
entercd via a small hole at the top of a boulder slope lecading down into
a sizecablc chamber: On the left a low crawl lcads off, but cventually
becomes too tight wherc the passapge is lar;cly filled with flowstonce
At tho far cnd of the chamber two avens ascend, showing signs of wator
entry, and being blocked by loose bouldcrs a short distance upe These
avons and the one already mentioned on thc left further along the level
would seem to indicatc hipgher level doveclopment, which is also suggested
by the opening out of theo rift at the cnd of thc mud tube.

Thus cnthused with the prospect of enterins the "upper scrics" an
attcmpt was madc four months later to diy the rift at the cnd of the
tubee "Dipging" in the accepted sense of thc word proved impossible, as
the entrenching tool once embedded in the clay could hardly be removed.
However, by tearing out hunks of clay and rocks with thc hands the wider
lower part of the rift was entered for about 6's .hecad the upper part of
the rift was definitely too tight and view of the lower part was obscured
by a boulder and clay bank. Having prun out of space to dig the clay and
stack it in the confined space, the di; was abandoned. In view of theo
absence of evidence of a negotiable passagec beyond or bclow the clay
bank, the effort required to dig scarcecly scems worthwhilee .n attempt
at. a vocal connection betwecen the disjer at the end of the tube, and
the remaindor of the party shouting up the avens in West Chamber proved
fruitless. . ;

The length of natural passaze is alout 750'.

Some Thousrhts on the Orisin and Development of the Caves

Kisdon .Cave offcrs many challenging problems which scom to defy
most of thc simple theorics of cave [ encsis and developmente A1l I am
able to do is to proscnt some facts, thcorics and obsorvations and
hope that s meconc might ho inspired to make a morc dotailed study.

The cave is thousht to Ye in the liain Limestone which in this
arca dips jencrally westward between Swinnerpill to the cast and Bast
Gill to the west. Corrclation is madc difficult however by the existonce
of extensive faulting. Situated 150' above the River Swale, the cave lics
remarkably closc to the valley side. It bcars no relationship to any
present surface featurcs, such as valleys or catchment arcas. The main
cave ;ives the impression of beins part of a comparatively dircct '
hydrological system, in that thc cave consists of a singlc tunncl father
than a complox Joint nctworle This latter might be oxpected from a
slow phreatic flow with long residence times underground.



The decposits in the cavec descrve commente The mud tube scems to
be in the fill stage of phreatic decvelopment containing its original
clay, whercas the lower passazcs have had the clay partly removed, and _
largely obscurcd by the sandy fill, probably of rglacial origine This fill
has becn partly rcmoved, lecavin, the opcn passazes now known. This
rcquires scveral distinct stares of water flow :-

(a) A phrecatic flow forming esscntially the wholc of the caves

(B) abandonment of the upper lcvcls, and the partial removal of the
clay fill in thc lower levols.

(c) Glacial-infﬁlling of'thelactive lower levels.
(a) Ro-oxcavationVof the f£ill in the lower lcvqls{

(¢) Complete abandonment by water flow (excentlnr the present very small
stream necar the ond of the main passage).

The hext problem is findin: the water for thesc stagese The
ncarest hydrological system of any size is that connceting the sinks
in Swinnergill at 1400' O+D. to the risings in Bast Gill at c.1250' 0.D.
These risings arc very immaturc, and scarcely do justicc to the impressive
karst scencry, and well developed caves at Swinnergill Kirke They are
regrettably at-a hisher level than the passages in Kisdon Cave (which
range from about 1085' to 1150' 0.D.), which rather spoils any theory
of abandonment of upper levels for lower active oncse.

Perhaps the cave was formed at a time when the landscape was so
totally different from thc present day scene that correlation with the
present landscape is meaningless. This scems unlikely in view of the
maturity of the prescnt surface forms. So we can ima_ine the cave
undergoing phreatic -development carryin; water from Swinnerzgill towards
Bast Gill. Vrater may well have lLecn flowin- up the avens in West Chamber,
and going along higher -levels to a resurzence (the main passaze of the
cave shows massive scalloping, thoush no recal indication of direction of
flow can be determined from it).

Development of a lower level passagec (perhaps the stal. choked
passage off uest'Chambcr) would -Tesult -in drainage of the upper serics
and the abandoned resurgence could be obscured by screc from ;laciatione
If glaciation now blocked the sinks off after partially filling the cave
with sand and other fluvioglacial dcposits, thon deepening of the
Swinnergill valley could perhaps expose a new block of limestone allowing
development of a ncw system in the samc beds but scparated by faulting
from the old cave. Lastly we nced 2 flow of water to remove some of
the sandy fill,, and form the vadosc trench scen ncar the end of the
cave. This flow could have come in from the oriinal sinks before the
postulated original sinks before cutting down lcft thom high and dry
(and presumably bur1ed undcr scrccﬁ :

(continucd parc 36)
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Some thoughts on the ma;or hydrological systems and associated caves

in theé Yoredale Limestones of the Northern Dalcs.

Introduction. .
The concept of major hydrological systems, bearing no relationshi
to surface topography and watersheds, in the Yoredale Limestones of the
Northern Dales, was first established by Myers (Refed1) in 1963. He cited
a dozen or so instances of systems comprising major risings fed by sinks up
to three miles away, often on the opposite sides of surface watershedse.
Tho-c}assic cxamples of thesc situations arc Crackpot Cave (the main feedor
of Summerlodge Beck, a tributary of thc Swale, three sinks being on the
Wensleydale side of the surfacc watecrshed, and the fourth on the Swaledale
sido) and Cliff Forco ( a similar pattern, a Swaledale resurgence fed by
sinks in valleys running down into Wenslcydale).

It is diffiocult to definc exactly what hydrological systems can bo
classed as '"major' - presumably thosc which cither cut boneath a surface
wat ershed of some importance, or have a considerable sink to resurgcnco
distance. '

The Caves.

It seems beyond reasonable doubt that the majority of the systems
described in this articlo will have cave development to an accessible sizo
bver much of their lengths. The only onc of thesc systems as yet oxplored
over tho gréater part of its undergraund course - the Weardale Fairy Holes-
yiclded two and a half miles of passage, and the furthest point reached
in that was still around a mile from thc sinks. is lamented clsewhere,
this finc cave has fallen prey to quarrying. Leaving aside Fairy Holes, and
following the bypothesis (usually roughly correct) that the average '
Northern Dales systcm has threoo times the length of passage as the straight
line sink to resurgence distance, onc can assumec that the twenty or so fairly
probable systems hore listed should cventually yicld around one hundred miles
of cave. Of this 'grand total', very little has so far been oxplored, 1500'
of well decorated passage at Crackpot, 1700' of less plcasant cave atb
Whirley Gill, 2000' or so at Thackthwaite Bock Cave, about 5100' in-all at
Aylchburn, and clscwhere little more than oddments, some admittedly very
intercsting oddments, a few hundred foct in length. The new discoveries
of Eller Beck Head and Kcldheads Cave should also figuro in this 1list, .
although neither system is as yet fully understood. -

It is truc that Northern Dales caves present some problems to
exploration peculiar to the region - boulder chokes caused by the collapsc: |
of thinly ‘bedded limestone, usually at resurgences, and the fact that many.
sinks becomc too tiglt - but thoy also lack some of the difficulties
expericnced in other caving regions, such as long sumped zones and deop
pitchess Tho noxt few yecars could well soc the explqoration of some very
oxtensive syst oms. .k
Water Tracing.

Of thc ten systems listed by Myers (all in the Asladigg block - this
article, covering the Northern Dales as a whole, includes the Alston
block, i.c. north of Stainmore, wherc gcological conditions arc virtually
the same), four have been proved with fluorcscein tcsts, the othors assumed
from dip of strata, comparablc volumes of wator at sink and rising otoce
Little testing has been done since, and most of the systems suzgested here
still recquire definitive water tcsts. Fluorescein is rather prohibitively
costly to a small group such as M3G, and the activated charcoal detcctors
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used for this dyec scém to suffer somc adversc offccts from peaty waters -
However, MSG are hoping in thé necar futurc to ‘experiment with other tracing
agents, and to run a scorics of tests, the results of which will appear
in future publications. _ :
A mcthod of tracing hydrological systems without rcsort to dyestuffs,
most of which have scrious drawbacks, such as sprcadin: alarm and despondency
among thc local populacc, or thc possibility of missing the dye if onc does
sit by all likely risings night and day, can be used where the sink occurs
in the bank of a surfacc strcame This can be blocked off, or alternatively
the whole stream diverted into it, and thc suspected rising watched for a .
deereasc or incrcasc in flow. This mothod was uscd by NPC some years ago
to prove the Little Gill to Priorsdalc connection.

The Individual Systoms.

The various systcms arc described working from cnslcydale northwardse
Those previously described by Myers (Refs1) arc only briefly noted, cxccpt
where rccent work in tho arca merits a mentions The systoms are listed
under the arca in which tho rising occurs:-

Wenslegydalcs

(i) Howden Lodge - Waterforthe

Sinks at Howden Lodge SE O43.846, at 1300' to Watcerforth SE. 061.850 at 1100',
fall of c.200' in a little over onc mile. Not tested but probable.

Cave at rising c.60' into boulder ruclkle.

(ii) Cragdale Head Systeme : :
Rising at SD 921822, sugsested sinks in Thoralby Common arca (SD 9lp-. 814.-.) )
Sco Ref. 2.

(iii) Fossdalc - Hearnc Bocke

Sinks on W sidc Fossdalc, cege Woffcll Scar Pot SD 863.956. at 1600' to
Hearne Beck Cave SD 851.945. at c. 1450'. Fall of c.150' in about onc milc.
Suggested. secms probablce Cave at rising c.50' long.

(iv) Thackbhwaitce

Sinks at c.SD 985.932 in Boldon Beck at 1375' to Thackthwaitc Beck Cave

SD 987.914 at 1200'. Suggested (Rofe1)e.

(v) Apedale - Kcldhcads Caves

Sink on 4pedalc Beck at Cat Scar SE 035.944 at 1300' to Kcldhcads Cavo

SE 076.916 at 900', a fall of 400' in Jjust over thrcc miles. Suggosteds
There arc other risings in the Kcldhcads arca which may derive from the
samec postulated systom..

Also sinks cege SB 021,947 at 11;00' on N flank Apedale to Kcldheads, a

fall of 500! in over four miles. Suggosted but sce Swalcdale (iv) |

Swaledales

(1) Sargill - Cliff I‘orce.

Sink SD 879,932 at 41730' in Sargill to Cliff Forcec SD 874960 at 1500'
Testod (Ref.1) Also probable sinks at West Sidc Pot SD 887.933 (Rof‘._“j - o i
37' deep, 175' long) and in Pike Slack arca SD 873931 _

(ii)_Whitey Gill .- Oxnop Rising. | :
Sink SD 916,943 at 1690' din Whitey Gill to Oxnop Rising SD 929,955 at
14,90', Tested (Refe1.) Also probablc sinks on the Swaledale side of the
watershcd at Routin Gill and Mason How Top (SD 917.960) Suggest:cd (Refel) .
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(iii) The Crackpot System. Ve
Whirley Gill Sink SD 974.933 at 1525' to Crackpot Cave SD 963953 at 1300'
tested (Refed.)
Beozy Hill Sink SD 948.943 at 1670' to Crackpot. T ost od (Rcf.1.)
Woodale Sink. SD 993.938 at 1580' to Crackpot. Sugrosted (Refeds)
Hooker Gill Sink SD 980.957 at’ 1575' to Crackpot. Suggested (Refs1s)
Recent rumours and rieports of a sizecable cave at Hookor Gill Sink are
unfounded. Therc is a tisht pot around 60' deep (Rcf. 2.), with no passagese
(1v). Apcdalc - Copden Gill.
Sinks in XApcdalc c.ge SE 0214947 at 1400' to mine lcv~ol in Cop den Gill
'SBE 049+970 at 950'. Suggested (Refe4s) but sce ucnslcyd‘alc (v) The mine
lovel, from whkich a considcrablc =;trc'm1 issues s is completcly blocked
after a fow hundred fccts
(v) Swirdhoergill - East Gill. o -
Sinks at Swinnecrpgill Xirk NY 911.012 at 1400' to Bast Gill Risingsy
NY 898.020 at c.1250', a fall of c.150' in Jjust over a mile. Testcede
Myers (Rofe1.) comments that this flow scems too small to have developed
caves of *any size - howecver, the two caves at the sink, Swinnorgill Cavo
and Swinnergill Kirk, show pood dcvclorment. Kisdon Cave at NY 899.012
and alt.1150' could possibly be 2 fossil part of the same system: (see .
clsewhere in this Journal).
(vi) Hard Level Gill - Porc Gill. : ‘-
Sigk at NY :9635.007 alt.1375' in Hard Level Gill to risings in Fore Glll
C.NY 998, 012. Sugaesy -"’ only = the system has heen interfered with by
minings The valley o Fore Gill, wheré the sug;csted rising wasy now
only has a smell strcam, bus scems rather large o be dccounted for by
the pres:nt flow of wator. The water sinking at Hard Lovel Gill Cave now
rcsurges {rom a nearby mine level. Cave 700! + .n.o'ng. In the Undersctt
Estratl graphically the samc as the Four Fathom) Lim'os‘bono.'
vii) Littlc Punchard - Groat Punchard.
Sinks at NY 953.035 alts 1500 %o rising by bridge in Gpecat Punchard
NY 961.044 ait.1350', a fall of c. 150' in Just under one miles
Suggost ed (RC‘fa 5¢)
(viii) Faggeriill = Roughton Kelds o
‘Blacksike Foot Sink NY 991.085 at 1430' to Roughton Keld NY 965+ 071
" at 1240', fall of 190" in just over onc and a half miles. Tested by MG
49704 Othcr sinks in Fafrfcrglll obviously feccd the same systcme -
Also Jinglepot Hole NZ 009.088 at 1525' to Roughton Keld, stmggastcd,
but. scc Tcesdale (1) Jinglepot Hole has been testod on various occasions,
but always without a positive result, local risings, however, now secm
unlikely. Varlous pots and caves in PFaggergill, sce Refe2s and clsewhcre
in this Journal. :
Teescalc . = 1 , '
(1) Jinglepot Hole - Bller Bock Head.
Jinglcpot Holc NZ 009. 088 alt.1525' to Eller Bock Hcad Cave y 993.103
at ¢+1250', a fall of ©.275' in about amilec and a half.- Tentatlvely
suggesteds Sce clscewhere in this Journale
. Vale of Eden .rca. .
_gthc areca west of (ho Bderr is not 1ncTudcd in this summary = S0C Refe 7o
i) Swindale Pots - Pool Rising.
Sinks e.ze NY 819,161 at 1400" to Pool Rising NY 831164 at 1175', a fall
< ¢ Ce 225‘ in Just under tvo milos. Sugy cstcd, scems probable. Sce Refebe
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(ii) Amber Hill Rising Systcms
Rising at NY, /61. 222 altec. 1400', sinks in Marne Gill, ceNY 767.207, alt
ce 1600's Tested (ch.B.), other sinks in Siss Gill cte. This systom is
unesual in being: in the Mclmerby Scar Lmst., ncar the basc of the |
Yoredalec Scries. Small pot (Siss Gill Pot) nr. sinks.
Weardalce
Ilj Blaeberry Burn - Falry Holoc.
Sinks at NY 928 347s altece1300" to rising at NY 945373« alt.c.1200'.
Testcd, sce Refeie and Refe1(a)s Holes at sink too tight after a few foet.
(ii) Sally Grain - \'ellhopc.
Sink at Sally Grain NY 801. 391 alt.1925' to rising in Wellhope NY 813409
al. ce 1700'. Suggested (Refele) but sce 4laton Lrea (i)s Cave nre sink
320' lang, ends too tight.
(iii) Harnisha Burn - Bollihopc. -
Sink of Harnisha Burn at NY 9 7.546 alte 1025' to mine level at Bollihope
Shicld NY 998.348 alt.850's Testcds Original resurgence unknown, probably
further cast in the Bolllhope Vallcy.
Alston lLrcae
(i) Priorsdalc System.
Sink at Little Gill NY 779391 alte«1875' to Priorsdalec R:l.s:l.nb NY 779+ 411
alts1650', a fall of about 225' in about onc and a half miles, testeds
Various small caves in Little Gill and noar Priorsdale Rising (Refe5.)
Sink at Sally Grain NY 801391 alte1925' to Priorsdale, suggestod, but
sce VWeardale (ii).

If Sally Grain flows to 1ollhopo, other sinks must account for the
volume of water at Priorsdale as well as Little Gill.
(i1) Ayleburn - Saffron \cll..
Sink at NY 730.499 altece 1100' to Saffron WVell, Barhauzh, about threc milcs
to the north-west, and 350' lower. Suggested (traﬂltlonal) Various other
small sinks about two miles west of Jylcburn probably Jjoin the system
For the caves at Ayleburn scc RefeSe

‘This list is by no mecans cxhaustive, a considcrablc number of other
systems probably existing in both the Main and other limestoncs throughout
the Northern Dalecs. MG have noted a vamoty of 'problcmatical' sinks and
resurgences, which must bc connccted with 'major! systcms as yet
, untracede Descriptions of four of thesc puzzling sites follow - I would

be pleascd to hcar from anyonc with knowlcdzec or suggestions which might
holp explain thcsce
Four Problems.
Swalcdale ~ Botcher Gill Sinks

NY 9360006 4lte4450's | major tributary of Guoncrside Gill sinks in-its

bed 'in a llain Lmst. gorge. The amount of water sinlking varies, but- the

sink has been known to take virtually the whole Gill under flood conditions,
the strcambed continuing virtually dry down to its conflucnce with the’

main valley. The limestone apparcntly dips south-wostward. There arc no
risings of comparablc sizc in Gunncrside Gill, and it has been suggested that
the stroam enters old mine workings, but atain, no suitably large rising
from a‘level has yet beocn located. Prelitinary surface walks around the banks
.of the Swalc from Ivelet to Swinnerpill, wherc a rising might be oxpcctcd,
have revealed nothing, so no real suggestion can be madee The sink in
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the stream -ank at Botcher Gill is too tight and silted up, and a nearby
pot chokes 20' down, so hopes of entry from'this end of the system arc
not gsreate . : '
Valec of Edon - Mouserill Sink.
NY 853¢119., alt.1375". it timecs, Mousegill, quitc a large stream, sinks
entirely in its bed in an impressive gorge in the Main Limestone, although
it is not cledr from a “rief inspcction whether the water enters this
bed or the underlying Four Fathom Limcstone. On thesc occasions the bed of
the Gill is dry all the way down to its conflucnce with the Belah :
(at NY 826.130), provins that the rising cannot be locals Following the
Main Limestonc northward from Mousegill, round towards Stainmore, more
smaller sinks arc found, which also do not appear to risc locally (%)
The limestonc, as far as can bc¢ madc out from the mid-19th century.
O0sSe 1" Geological Map, appears to 2ip' [tntly' castward. It is just posgible
that Mouscrill and the other problematical sinks in the Sarras arca flow
eastward downdip to the next exposurc of the limestonc - God's Bridgece
The Greta herc sinks and riscs-twice, ang thc -reator part of its
underground coursc is still uncxplored, so an under;round tributary could
oxist heres The straight line distancc from MHousegill to God's Bridge is
in the region of seven miles - so this suczestion is rather a long shote .
Tecsdalc - The Hudeshope Rising. o
In the remotc valley of Upper Hudceshopec, above the scars and hushes of |
the disusc? Coldberry Mine, is a shallow ifain Limestonc corge, with on
the cast Lank of the strcam, at the mouth of the corge, a sizeable. riging
(NY 9394305., alt.1300'). The wator cascades déwn over the shale which here
underlics the limestonc, from a Tow gave entrances This is entcrable, but
only 20' in splits into tubes which arc too tight to follow. ..\ scarch in
the gorge revealed no trace of a streambod ‘sink which would account for
this rising, although such sinks can bh¢ very hard to detect - but it should
be noted that the rising 'floods' in wet conditions, as it would not do
if fed by a sink in a surfecc strcam bed. s
Looking further aficll, the obvious answer would bc sinks in the. ...
.-hcadwaters..of Flushi-emerc Beck, coNY 910, 317, at” about 1500'. .in inspection
of this arca showed no active sinks, althourh there were several places
where in wet weather conditions some watcer coull well pass undergrounds. ..
The lost Flushiemerce liine Caverns lie in the lain Limestonc between
Flushiemcre and Hudeshope, and provide morc evilcnce that a hydrolozrical
conncction may exist. ' '
weardaleo. - Sowan lBurn Cavc.
This well known cave (NY 998.380., alt.875') is a sizecablc rising, the
sourcc of' thc Sowan, or, on older 0.S. maps, Sound Burne There are no
obvious sinks on the hillside a%ove the cave (which lics in a buttross of
limestone lcft hetweon two (isuscd quarrics), and the most likely area
for sinks seams to he around Newlandisde (NY 976.376., alt.1000'), although
I belicove a scarch here by NPC somc ycars a.o rcvealed nothing.. Between -
Newlandsidc and Sowan Burn another of \'cardale's piant modern quarrics
is avidly Jevouring the Main (or, in .lsten Blook tcrminology, Great)
Limestonc sandwich, and could perhaps soon cut this postulated systom.
The fact that Sowan 3urn Cave is now necd as a water supply complicates
the matter for cavers and watcr-tracers alike (althourh access is allowed
into the dry rift scrics of the Cavc). It scoms likely that Sowan Burn
Cave is the downstrcam cnd of another major hydrolo;ical systcom.
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There arc a varicty of other 'problematical' sites lmown to 1MSG mambers
throughout the Northern Dales. In some caves the situation has heen so
much altered by lead mining that it is very Jifficult to rcconstruct
the original hydrological system - onc instance is Hard Level Gill.
Hope Level liine Cave is a similar casc, with thc cave now draining into
the minc level which cuts it, and the original resurgcence unknowme The
South Tync Level at Garrigill has a very strong stream flowing out,
which might be connocted with the sinks in Dry Burn two miles or so to
the wosteeess and to describec all thesc possibilitics would make this
article overlong.
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Kisdon Cave (continﬁed'from"pa;e 30).

Onc last thouzht concerns the alrupt change in the dircction of
tho cave at the crawl a short distancc “cyond Fault Chambere Perhaps
the main passa;c continuiced in its previous northpcastorly dlroctlonL |
and is now hurlcd boncath the fill. ={ros

Graham Stcvcns.

—

The Kisdon Cavc Survey

This was complcted .in two leisurely trips of four and secven hours
on the 1st and 4th of Aipril 1970. The minc level and 'main line' of the
cave werc surveycd to Grade 5, with Filron Tapc, Suunto compass and
“bnoy Levele On the last 50' or so of the main passagc the level was not
used - the passage is fairly horizontal, and low muddy and awkwarde
The mud tube and low filthy crawl off ‘'cst Chamber arc from Grado 2
skctches by GS, lepgths measured by body-lengthse The jround surface
rises steeply above the cave, and there scem no relcwant surface detailse
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