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JOURNAL FIVE, JUNE 1972

In those sad words I tock farewell
like echoes in sepulchral halls
As drop by drop the water falls

In vaults and catacombs, they fell

And, falling, idly broke the peace
Of hearts that beat from day to doy,
Half-conscious of their ‘dying clay,

And those cold crypts where they shall cease.

- from 'In Memoriam', Alfred Lord Tennyson.



Editor's Comments.

411 the usual time-consuming difficulties and delays inherent in

the production, by a very small caving club with little in the way of
financial resources, of a Jjournal such as this, have meant that the
publication date is six months later than it should have been. .ippearing
in June 1972 (at least this last stencial is being typed in June, with
optimism that the remaining tasks can be dealt with within the month),
this Journal is o record of MSG scti.ities during the year 1971 .

In terms of human resources, the Group currently has about a dozen
members, several of whom are only aveilable for caving during university
and college vacations. Nevertheless, a considerable smount of uscful
work has bcen carried out during the year. FPerhaps the nost significant
work is that in the unique Windegg Mine Caverns (which began in 1970 -

s e 'Preliminary Report' in Journsl 4, day 1971 ). slso chronicled are
a variety of smaller new discoveries and 'extensions' in the Northern
Dales area, and in the Allt nan Leac area of the Isle of Skye.

This Journal contains more than twice as many surveys as any of
ite four predecessors. The cover, which will doubtless hove aroused some
reaction before you read this, is as usmal, the responsibility of the
inimitable J.C.Longstaff.

In future, Journals may appear rather less frequently than up to
now = journal production finance and time has seemed to take a rather
inordinate amount of tiume and resources on this occesion. However, a
considerable amount of material has already accunulated for Journal 6 =
Faster 1972 saw over quarter of a mile of new Northern Dales Cave found.
The WSG 'saga of wringing new cave out of the Northern Dales' (thanks to

'Descent' for this quote) still continues seececcess EfR
Credits
Cover artwork seeescas John 'Chop' Longstaff
Duplicating of surveys seeecees Martin (YURT) Davies

Production of Windegg surveys .... Dave Popple

“ords, typewriter, survey drawing.. Peter . Ryder

Words, survey draving se.. Graham 'Crowbar' Stevens
Words, survey drawing ... Pete Jackson

sustralisn depth records (as usual).. Phil Robinson

Index to Contents.

page Nno.
Introduction. 1
Editor's Comments snd Index 2
New Explorations Section - Eller Beck Head Cave/ Elpha Green
Caves/ Eweleap West Cave / Feémoor C ves/ God's Bridge River
Cave/ Jack Secar Cave/ Lovergill Ceves/ Priorsdale Coavef
Windmore Fnd Cave/ “indegg iline Caverns. 3k
The 411t nan Leac area, Isle of Skye. 1 5-g2
Meets Reports 1971. 2325
Khaza-Dun - new .Justralian depth record. 26-27
Blind Gill and Barbara levels, Gumnerside Gill. 26-30

Index to cave surveys included. 20,



bar bighd

ELLER BECK HEAD CAVE

Bowes, Gretadale. . ng.R. Ny 993703

ngf\ﬁ, ¢c. 6507

Le

MS.G. Survey. Gr4s. 1315/71
J.0.Ceoper, F Hollaway, €. Langlhorne
A o i.:m_gstafﬁ, F Robinion | @ Skevans

CROSS SECTIONS

- Q,ﬁ

s %
4
o B
¢ g
8
e 9
b
A

£
f}.
Lo

Aft; <. /2507

| Scule

| o s se bt

|

|

L s P e e R e R PFR 74

e S S i+ o e e

e A il




P L o 4 S i BB

ELPHA GREEN CAVES, <A

; =T e YLkt
Spartylea, Allendale . r(-?~ 3 :'«*
NG.R. NY 846.486; Alt, 190’ ' { J 2 N
" & Ty " - _— J X
Y :
K el ¢ WG s
PENGUIN CHAMBER 4 . o oo -2 s i
P 95 . b ) U
L' /
H A

CROSS SECTIONS

%: E
i e
i
F

s 1 Q&>
s N R%'
Mag N Vi v ' ! ' K? -

e MSG Survey 15/18-12-71 1 - . s
; =g iyl o CRG. Gr.4B. a_|]a cCA S .
' Length; (Y i {= 8 w3 N [] u(_:]
5.0. Hod Z\
A, Hol 5
. har it-u:-r’msJ E
rFR [ i TN
F
i"'$| e N LY | . ‘l’bn' * ! g
E - ] L

P oy :
\ézré
4‘ &

L

Iﬂ.s\e(:.'1 Scale 501"

74
Cr
A

7 i
|

ZAL
4 ' R()‘)
] k- : & FEATHER
y . /14 A 1 Yoo : | iz.ur.. .§‘{'
Ird S X | %
! . 4 - T
. et o . y
S AR | ki .
4 3 Frriia (REEM ', AREY e
b B s A Sy i e
1 ENTRANCE / bt ¢ e pra
e —— 5 / .




NEW EXPIORATIONS AND SURVEY WORK.

Eller Beck Head Cave

An account of the exploration of Eller Beck Hesd Cave can be found in
M,8.G. Journal k. (pe 5-6), but two taske remained to be completed at the tine
of this publication - the completion of the survey, and the "pushing" of
Worm Sewer, a strongly in-draughting and utterly filthy crawl. It was not wntil
30th October 41974 that Grehanm Stevens and Pete Holloway, in a fit of enthusiasm (%)
once more sampled the watery delights of "E.B.H." and finished the work there.

Yorm Sewer, beyond the limit of previous exploration, was found to
continue for a mere 10', before dividing into a choked rift on the l., and
a fissure, teking the strong draugbt, but only a few inches wide, straight
ahead. The survey ("due to the depth and temperature of the liquid
environment unusual problems of communication were encountered, caused by
involuntary jaw moveients" — P.H.) was duly completed, and here appears.

The "main line" is Grade 4, but some of the side passages, only entered by
one thin waterproof explérer (G.S.) are only sketched in (Grade 1), since
they proved either too tight or generally too inhospitable to entice other
nenbers into. Total length of the system is about 650' - a little less then
estimated, but conditions were hardly ideal for an accurate and considered
estimation. '

Elpha Green Caves

This systen (one of the most northerly in the Pennines), on the
west bank of the Swinhope Burn, in the valley of the East Allen, is ascribed
a length of 110' by 'Pennine Underground'. M.5.G. survey in December 137
gave a length of exactly seven times this, with four entrances to the system.

Very brief'ly, the cave consists of a dry series with three entrances,
one (quite tight) in the quarry face, and two in the stream bank just over
the wall from the quarry. One passage in this series, a crawl, on the occasion
of our visit, over a dead and odicus rabbit (hence ‘liyxomatosis Fassage'),
leads to a '"T'-jUnction with the streamway. Downstream, via a low crawl and
a boulder strewn chamber, leads ic 'Ruckle Entrance', a tight squeeze between
boulders out onto the wiver bank (this had to be "grrdened" a little, and may
well be new). Upstream is mostly hands-and-knees crewling along low canals,
well decorated in places, with one notable eroding stalaguite pillar. & duck
is by-passed on the r. via a high level chasber, and a further high level chauwber,
‘Penguin Chamber', is guite impressive in its dimensions (25' long and 15' high)
in comparison with the remainder of the system. The streamwny was followed
to a 9" high bedding, mede rather odious by farmyard debris (Feather End),
proof of comnection with a further hole in the quarry face, much frequented by
hens. At this hole a wet bedding crawl could hove been entered, but this too was
considered somewhat unhealthy. The survey shows o distance of c«.50' between the
two points, but the comncetion is certain, and may well be passable.

e Ll LS S S S

Bweleap West Cave and Foxglove Pote

On the 11 th Septeuber 1969 Colin Carson and Feter Ryder tock leave of
their fellow residents at Winterings to walk up Gunnerside Gill, in the vaguc
hope of finding something new. Amongst a fow small holes noted for future
reference was one half way up a gully on the west side of the gorge of
Gunnerside Gill, in the Main Iimestone, at Eweleap Scar.

It was the 8th Aupust 1970 before FFR returned to Ewelcap, and entered
the suall cave, recched by an easy scramble up the gully. Rother than a mere
rift caused by the slippingz of the rock face —= which might have been expected
fron its position - this was a 'senuine' phreatic passapge, nicely scalloped,
initially 4' high and 1'6" wide. 15' in was a Junction - to the 1l. a choked
tube running back towards the cliff face, to the r. a descending rift



~ which might just be passable for & very thin cever - leading to a piteh
estimated at 15" = 20' deep, and straight ahead a tube, after a few feet
blocked to within a couple of inches of its roof with gand.

The next day, FFR returned with Johns Longstaff and Cooper, and the
lntter, attired in brond new wet-suit, wns induced to enter the cave and
attack the sand choke. Shortly succumbiag to heat (the cave being completely
dry), he rétrented, to be insertcd into rnother hole the remainder of the
party had meanwhile found, in the same gully as Eweleap West Cave, but 15'
higher up. This small slit, behind n Inrge foxglove, proved to drop into
a roomy shaft 35' deep, with 12' from the bottom a chamber opening off,
leading into an nscending choked rift. This new pothole was named Foxglove Pot.

Another year passed, and again PFR, with John Longst ff as "surface party",
returned, with entrenching tool nnd piton hsmmer, to nttack the choke. Half
an hour of digging, ond breakthrough wrs achieved, a squeere up into a tight
crawl floored with laminated sand deposits, sonewhnt consolidated in the
topuost layers with ctileite, and in places washed away below this,., This crawl
continued for 20' or so, before turning shorp 1. into o larger rift, with a
steeply descending flowstone floor. [fter 15' this abruptly ended in a
vertical wall of £ill, with on the r. an arch into an aven chanber, about 8'
in dinometer, and 25' high to where n stendy drizrle of wnter fell through
wedged boulders forming the roof. Lit the far side of the aven was a small hole
at floor level, through which thrownm stones fell for 25' or so. 4 frenzied
attack on the soft flowstone and debris of the floor resulted in this hole
being enlarged to accessible proportions, but o ladder was obviously required,
80 a retreat was made. The phrentic passage, beyond the entry to the aven,
was visible continuing above the silt £ill, but was too tight to follow without
digging the floor awny. The smell pessage obove the Till, well decorated with
straws and small columns, could be sighted slong for 15' or 20', and at the
1imnit of vision did scem to enlearge somewhat = but a lot of digging would be
reguired to get that for.

Five days later, on the 7th Lugust, Chris Iangthorne and PFR entered the
cave, and dragged 50' of ladder, ond ropes, through the tight erawl. The pitech
was lnddered - from o belay more imagined than real, which required the
constant presence of a boot as something of a safeguard. CL struggled through
the tight take off, and descended a 26' pitch into o totally blind shaft,
Thus Eweleap Scar West Cave ended, as the survey made on the way out showed,
115" long and 39' deep. Foxglove Pot was surveyed as well, 55' long and
37' deepe.

The two circular aven chambers of Eweleap West Cave, and the siuwiler
cavity forming the main part of Foxglove Pot, appear to be of the "Pohl-cell"
type, having developed independantly of, and presumably later than, the
Phreatic rifts forming the majority of the Cave, which have at some time
boen virtually coupletely choked with f£ill, ot present being removed. There
is apparently no connection between the Cave and Foxglove Pot, despite their
proxinity.

Eweleap Scar Pot, on the opposite (i.e. emst) side of the Gill, will
be described in a future publication = this ig an interesting little system
compriging three small pitches and a series of small passages, finnlly
opening into an old mine level with dangerously deep mud.

T T T s Wl W wm x e D R . T T o o S pe——

Fadnogr Caves,

The small amount of work dene in Fadmoor Caves, hore described, marks
the beginning of MSG activities in the North York Moors area, the general
prospects in which were discussed in an article by Stuart Hodgson ("North of
the Vale of Pickering") in MSG Journal 3. i survey of Kirkdale Cave has also
been completed, and should oppear in o future publiecation.

Fadnoor Caves are situated in o smell limestone quarry on the east side
of the Fadmoor to Radlend road, Jjust north of the village of Fadmoor, both
entrances being in the south=-enst corner of the quarry. The caves were
first described by R.H.Hayes, in the 'British Caver', Vol.9 (1942), in the
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article "Rycdale Caves " (pp.36-43), along with a sketch plan. Hayes
describes the first cave es ending in a roof fall, and the sccond as being
blocked by boulders 12' in. Evidently at some time since 1942 the cuarry
has been slightly extended, and sections of each cave rcmoveds. —pparently,
co40! of the first cave has been removed (one side of the passage can still
be scen in the quarry face), leaving 110' of cave (from our survey), and

a section, presumcbly that blocked by boulders, of the sccond cave, leaving
an open passage 45' long there.

Cave I has a low entrance ot querry floor level, and is an 'active’
fox lair. The passage is quite roomy, varying in width from 5' - 7', and in
height from 3' - 4', passing a partial roof 21l (which Haves cleared a way
through in 194 ), with a small 8' high joint aven on the l. Crawling past
a fallen slab containing a fossil ammonite 9" in diamcter, thc passage ended
choked by a further two fallen slabs. On the 13th Ocltober 1971 Graham Stevens
led a successful assault on this choke, to be rewarded with access to the
actual fox lair itself, and a totel of a further 6' of passage, to a bend
to the l., where the roof dropped to within 6" of the clay floor. Digging
would allow further progress, but this could hardly be classed as a 'high-
priority' sites.

Cave IT is about 10' higher up the gquarry face than Cave I, and has
an obvious entrance 6' high and 4' wides The initially roomy passage leads
into a boulder ruckle, through which onc can crawl for c.15', to a total
choke, seeningly in the midst of an extensive collapse, 45' frou the entrancec.

The land to the south and esst of the querry sppears to be a very
smooth, gently tilted, plateau, without shoke holes or collapse depressionse.
The two caves run parallel, and could woll join somewhere beyonc the preseht
limits of exploration (which are only c.30' apart). The mode of formation of,
and the eventual destinations of the caves is o problem which has not yet
been studied.

L e . S T N S W+ 4 L W R - ——

God's Bridge River Cave

The God's Bridge area near Bowes has frequently figurcd in earlier
MSG publications. Journal 1 (rnd Newsletter, Auge.l 967) described the ares
giving a sketch plan of the surface featurcs. It also described the God's
Bridge River Cave first explored by Durham Cave Club and extended downstrean
by MSG in 1967. Journnl IT (1968) conteined the MSG survey of the cave showing
both upstrean and dovnstrenn ends of the streamway (thc underground River
Greta) ending in sumnps. Since this time it has becoue apparent tha' the water
level in thesc sunps varied with the weather. Lt the beginning of Septeuber
1971 a visit revealed high water levels, but later thoat month a roport was
received of an wirspace on the downstrean sump. accordingly, on the 8th October
an MSG party visited the cave, and at the proevious dewmstream limit
negotiated a 6' long duck with 3"=4" airsprce leading to a roomy contipuation
of the stream passage. The extension contained deep water which required
swinning, and ended in a.deep flooded rift with no obvious outlet. L 30°

long side possage and an aven contributed to an estinated length of c.180'.

L visit to the upstrean end of the streamway revealed a low airspace
where previously the water hnd net the roof. The duck consisted of §" airspace
for a distence of 3', then n rather intrepid 2" airspsce for 2'. Beyond cbout
60' of flooded joint passages with decep water were found ending in a rift
with water entering well below the water surface, giving little hope of
further extension without diving. These extensions bring the total length
of the eave to around 2,150'.

It is hoped to publish a complete God's Hridge area survey, showing
all the caves, and surface features, at some future date, and work on this
is procceding.



Jack Scar Cave

This cave is situated in a suell limestonc gorge on Hudeshope Beck,
about a mile north of Middleton-in-Teesdale. {: small stream emerges fronm
the east wall of the gorge and above this a cave entrance can be found,
being about 15! above the Beck. : very detailed description of the cave
by H.G.Proctor appeared in 'Caves and Caving', Vol.I No.5, Nov. 1938.

Here, suggestions wore made as to the easiest route, but a precis of
these in 'P.U.' overemphasises then, giving the iapressive commands that
one should not descend to the woter or turn right! The foruer coumand
comments on the narrovness of the stream channel in the first few yords
where casy traversing is necessary; the latter command deprives one of a
visit to the blind aven where the ontrance passage turns lef't.

The gently winding strean passage eventuslly leads to a sandy-
floored chamber having a small annexe with a narrow inlet into which a
waterfall descends. Cliubing up in the armexe and moving forwnrd the top of
the waterfall is reached soon after, and the possage widens to what was
hitherto dencribed as the final chamber. Proctor describes the way on as
too tight after o fow yords, and suggests a "speleologist built on-skeleton
lines" right succeed in getting further. .

MSG being well endowed with skeletons, has made some progress heree.
The suthor, on his second visit to the cave (the first wns made by candle-
light 13 years ago) passed LO' of crawl to a corner wherc the passage turned
lef't and widened a little. 10' of dccorated passage led to another corner
where the passage turned right and resumed its orifinnl direction and
narrowness. sbout 25' of ecrawl, tighter than the first one, led to a
constriction which could not be passed. Lbout 3' beyond the passage
widened slightly and continued tantalisingly into the distance where a
cascade could be heard. .. clinb in the roof of the finnl cheiber leads into
a small passage which runs above the streamway, and is passable flor c.20'
before a slab prevents progress.

On the next visit threc MSG skelctons passed the first squeeze in
the streamwny, and proved that the constriction was not aicnable to
hannering. 4s they retreated the No.l skeleton discovered a roof passage
that could almost be entercde On his fourth and last visit No.i skeleton,
wearing thinner clothes, passed the squecze and cntercd the roof passage.
This proved passable with difficulty for c.i!8' where the difficultics
(tiphtness, projections and sbsence of a floor) made roctreat prudent, at a
point short of the constriction at stream level. On this trip NSG had loan
of a flerret from a well-known Lancashire club. He confirued that extremities
had been reached at both stream and roof level, but his enthusiasn was
greater than his experience, and he entered the hitherto well decorated
grotto at the dowmstrean end of the roof passage.

Thus, progress in Jeck Scer will most probably reguire the use of
explosives. The origin of the stream has not yet been traced, and the passage
tas quite a large cross-sectional area. Presently, however, this area is
largely unade up of height and nost of thv width is impassably norrow.
Presumably, as the passa;e floor ascends, and the number of linmestone beds
in which the passage is cut diminishes, the width shuuld increase, This is
borne out by the lower and wider passage in the middle reaches of the coave.
Thus, there is somc prospect of easier poing, if the present linit can be
passeds The total length of prssage is presently about 450'. '

e ————m e e e - s —_— o o —————




JACK SCAR CAVE
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Iovergill Caves

Lover Gill is a tributory of CLiff Beck, falling steeply into that
valley from the south, having its headwaters high on the flanks of Lovely
Seat, the fell to the east of Cliff Beck, and the Buttertubs Pass. Three
caves are found where the Gill cross the Main Idicestone - the situntion of
many Swalednle caves - and MSG work in the autwin of 1971 included survey
work here, leading to the discovery of significant extensions to twe of the
caves. The easiest approach to the caves is to leave the road at the
Buttertubs, drop down and cross Cliff Beck, cliub the other side of the
valley to sbove Cliff Porce Rising, and contocur round to Lovergill - about
half an hour of rough walking.

Ioverpill Resurgence Ceve

This is the first of the caves found by following the Gill upstrean
(excluding e 15' long bedding cave in a suall gorge in the Undersett
Lincstone), and is on the r. (west) bank. .. small strean, falling over
sandstone ledges to join the Gill, issues frou an inviting door-like

opening in a limestone cliff,

Entering the cave, o Jjunction is met after 10' -~ ahead a boulder
strewn bedding chanber, to the l. the stream inlct. Following the strean,
past an unsteble looking boulder pile on the l., after 25' of hands-ond-knees
crawl a side passage is passed on the r. This, after a tight squeeze over
a fallen block, tuwrns r. along a narrow section, throurh a pool, nnd then r.
again, to Join the bedding chsuber near the centrance, thus forming an ox-bow.

The strcam passage continues as a flat crawl, for a few feet, then opens
into a 5" high collapse chomber. Turning r. through a similar but sualler
chanber, ancther low wet section is met, round a double bend, into a low
bedding. Froi here two ways lead on, straight ahcad a crawl over a sand bank
into a wide wet bedding, and to the r. a narrower wet crawl, both routes
rejoining efter 25' in a 3' high 'chamber' with a sand bank, where onc can
sit up out of the wntcr.

From this ‘"chamber', the only way on is a wide bedding about 1'3" high,
1' of this being cccupied by cold woter. On the 1 5th September, John Cooper
intrepidly lounched himself into this, on his back, nose scraping the roof.
8' of aguatic wallow further on the bedding gained height, o o squeeze up
out of the water onto a sond bank (the lone explorer was uncble to entice the
other half of the surveying team through = and on his sedond visit, to couplete
exploration, he wos again alone, his companion on this occasion having found
the duck too tight, due to silting). The possage then becomes a more-usual
vadose streamwey, 3' high and 2" wide, angling along the joints = progress
here involved some hommering away of chert nodules - to o chamber 6' high,
and of similar length and width. The streamwony contirmes beyond, high enough
to allow stooping in places, post a small fissure on the l. teking part of
the stream. i firther 20' of ensy crawl lends to a low chawber, and a crawl
over and between lnrge fallen slcbs into o hirher chruber, perhaps 12' high,
12" long and 6' wide. 4t the end of this the streowwey lowers to o hands-and-
knees crawl, rather widcr then previously, for o few feet, end then turns
sharp 1. for 6' to a cross—joint, and the final sump - the woy on underwntor
appears to be down to the l. ogaine .

The cave has been surveyed as far os the duck - totel passage length to
here being 210'. John has estimated the total length of passage beyond the
duck as 180', and this will be revisited and surveyed in the near future.
Thus the total length of the Resurgence Cove can be trken as c.400'.

On the occasions of our visits, a ressonoble stremt hes been flowing
fron the cave, but virtunlly no water sinking higher up the Gill, although
the Sink Cave can obviously tokc o lot of water, and this must go to the
Resurgence Cave. The Resurgence Cave is obviously fed by other sinks - these
rre found about 200 yards awny, on the limestone plateau running round to
above Gliff Force. Two stremms sink in lerge shakeholes, one with an open
25' deep rift at the sink which is proboably too tirht to descend. Reference
to the 1967 NG Journnl (orticl: on Cliff Force Cave) reveals thot these
sinks hove becn dye-tested, in the hope thot they might feed CLiff Force (and
provide a ‘'back door' to that sthOi"L), but they in fact resurged in Iovergill.
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Tovergill Sink Cave

Following the Gill up beyond the Resurgence Cave, aftcer a hundred
yords or so, and c.70' higher in altitude, ceve entreonces are found on
either side of the stream in o -small limestone gorge. That on the r. is
at stream level, and obviously can take the stream in flood conditions. This
is the Sirk Cave, 570' long and 55' deep ('2.U.' gives the length as 125' -
it was difficult to see where this figure was derived froi) . 4t lenst 100°
of the total was 'new exploration' in 197 . .

The cave is best described b, means of o survey, being couplex in
parts. Basically, it consists of an entrance rift intersecting three nnjor
cross rif'ts at right ancles, each at o lower level than the previocus one.
The first rift, Top Passaye', is entercd immedintely, after a 6' drop. To
the l. leads to chokcd inlets from the surface stream bed, to the r. to
a boulder ruckle, and an opening into a narrower parallel rift, running back
to join the entrance rift, and in the opposite direction to snother ruckle.

The entrance rif't continues down a rather loose 10' drop - a handline
is helpful but not essential here - to the sccond Junction. To the r. leads
to a choke after o few yards, to the 1., across a choamber at least 40' in
height, leads to a r. turn into o passage parsnllel with the entrance rift,
connecting with the lowest rift.

This rift, the lowest level of the cave before the 1971 extension,
is reached by an easy 15' clinb down ot the far end of the entrance rift.

To the re. is more boulder choke, to the l. a roomy passage (with l. agein the
connection, probcbly too tipght to pass, with the passage mentioned aobove
leading past another high aven-like chamber, an® through a pool, to a

'T' -junction. To the l. here opens into the perallel South East Rift,

100" of interesting pessoge ending too tight and choked after several avens,
which nay be more flcod sinks connecting with the stieam sbove. To the r.

at the '"T'=junction a low arch opens under the wall of Straw Rift, with

a. few fornations (hence the name), ending eastwards too tight, and in the
opposite direction rejoining the main rif't behind fallen boulders in the
aven~like chamber, :

&t the point where the entrance rif't drops into the lowest cross rif't,
a slot in the floor was enlarged by hauuwering away chert nodules, to allow
access to a descending crawl, quite different in choracter to the rost of the
cave. This is obviously o vadose streanm passe e, which acts as the 'drain' of
the system. 4&fter 100' of swmall passoage it ends in a 10' drop into a pool,
above and around which is chaotic boulder choke, emitting quite o strong
dreught. The end of the Resurgeuce Cave, as yet unsurveyed, is probably less
than 100' frow this point. )

This final choke is roughly on the same line - wore or less parallel
with that of the entrance rift - as the boulder chokes which abruptly
terminate all the other possages above running in a NW dircetion (following
the NW~-SE jointing which scemg to control the direction of all the uajor
passages in the cave with the exception of the ¢ntrance rift) - a total of
vix in all. On the surfroce, sgbove this line, is a gully, and nasses of
slipped and fallen lincstone. This all suggeste that there is a fault here,
perhaps throwing 10'=15', which crosscs the strean at the nouth of the porge.

Toverpill East Cave

Iovergill East Cave, or Ceve 11, has an obvious entrance about 6' ghove
stream level on the oppositc side of the Gill to the Sirk Ceve. Burveyed
length is 170" ("P.U.' = 160'). The cave is a phreatic cross rift systen,
similar in parts to the large rifts of the Sink Cave, without the vadose
interference scen in the 'drain' of that system. There is one major rift,
ending to the SE in a massive boulder chcke, "nd a condierable number of side
passages which 21l end quickly, either too tight or choked. There is soue
danger heore from loose boulders.

Iovergill Sink Cave and Ioverpill East Cave are conveniently shown on
cne survey. The Resurpence Cave survey will be published in o following
publication.
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Priorsdale Cave

This major resurgence near hlston has been the scene of much activity
by various clubs ovor the past few years, originally haveing been prospected
by Jack Myers of NEC, and further probed by DCC. These early eff'orts yiclded
130" of cave, above the resurgence,. in which the main stresn was uot seen.

In June 1971 MSG surveyed this short cave, and took a surface traverse
up to Priorsdrle Great Shekehole, 400' awny, a great crater, evidently formed
by collapse, 80' across and 30' deep. It wes postulated (see YURT Report 2,
article by Martin Devies) that this hed been formed by a major collapse on
the streamway, thus intensive activity at the rising, and in the short cave
nearby, was wnlikely to be repaid by access to a "master cave" (using the
term loosely), heading to the Little Gill sinks two miles awny to the south.

However, assoult on the rising, continued, by such parties as the
Grampian Speleologicel Group and the Craven Pothole Club, expending much
effort and "chemical persuasion", without success. It was in November 1971
the University of Newcastle Caving Club visited the site, and cxtended the
cave via a tight crawl which hsd been open and unentered all the tine.

LB, Trewnrtha, the first to enter the extension, writes - "On the
second attenpt I mancged to get through the squeeze, which leads off o short
eravl in the final chauber (not perticulnrly ticht but very nasty if you
are ~bout 6'3" and have size 11 feet). Beyond the squee e it was found that
a way could be made through the boulders down into the Staloctite Chamber =
via a collapsed rif't. ..t this point we came out as only one of us had got
through, and the choke is, to say the least, highly unsteble."

Subsequent UNCC visits saw thc exploration of : bout 700' of passage,
generally trending SE. Beyond the Stalactitc Uhamber - some attractive
formations adorn the flat bedding roof - two routes lend into a very large
(25" high, 50' across) chauber, where a bat has twice been encountered.
Beyond this a hole in the floor and a short passage lond to a 4' drop,
and a 'T'-junction. To the r. is a large passage runiing for 50' to o
nessive and chaotic boulder ruckle, fully 50' wide. This has been penctrated
in various directions, and at various levels, for 30' to LO', but there is
no obvious way on, ond no draw ht. Swrvey has revealed, as suspected, that
thia choke is only 50' from the Grest Shakehole - the prelicted massive
collapse.

However, back at the 'T'-junction, to the l. the stream was net
for the first time, entering from a low inlet on the r., and sinking after
30" in choked fissures. (From the Stalsctitc Chamber a high level gnllery,
through nore boulder ruckle than solid rock, leads to a couplex chcokce near
the surfoce ruckle above the rising ~ the streom is agein bricf'ly seen herec,
just before its emergence to doylipht).

The inlc! was the obvious way on, the "uwain stresn passage", cpparcntly
carrying the full streenm secen at the resurgence. However, instead of the
expected Pairy Hole-type stresaway, this proved to be a very wet crawl,
only 2' high, and of similar width. ifter 80' of dismal going, UNCC
exploration terminated at a very acute and tight bend.

ot this point Ivan Gibson of UNCC wrote to Colin Corson, and a Joint
visit to the cave was arranged. On this, CC nanaped to pass the tight bend,
and reported the passage continuing beyond. The following doy, the Grahan
Stevens - Petec Hollowey duc appearcd on the scene, and GS forced the inlet
for a further 150' beyond the bend (on which or around which, FH becane
stuck, for half an hour or so). The inlet ended wherc the airspace became
unusable, the pessage splitting up into narrow fissures, which all appear
to sunp (there being no draught).

On the 30th Decerber, in wintry weather, CC, GF and Feter Ryder
returned to the cave, and the extension wes surveyed - a total of 886',
making the ttal length of the cave c¢,1,020'. The nost interesting point
to arise frou the survey is that the stream inlet is trending virtually
duc north - whereas the sinks are to the scuth. The streamwny is in fact
heading straight towards lshgill, where the linestone outcrops arc somewhat
nasked by mnine tippings and workings. Varicus explanctions of this trend,
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and of the nature of the streanway, can be suggest.d :-

(i) The cave strean is in fact part of lLshgill, and the systen is
much more locel than was preciously thought.
(ii) The strean is the Idttle Gill water, which has beon diverted

around the massive collapse under Friorsdale CGreoat Shekehole, and has
since the collapse cut itself the preseat rathor innature pessage.

(iid) That, on the occasion of our visits, the Little Gill sinks have
not been active, and the prescnt stream is an inlet from .shgill or
elsewhere. The Iittle Gill water nornally enters at soue other point in
the cave, ns yet not located (possibly in the ruckles near the entrance) .
There is evidence of strean flow in the debris in the Finel Choke,

but this could be explained by the strean that has been observed sinking
in the CGreat Shokehole in wet weather conditions.

The third of thcse surgestions is perhaps the most likely. I think
the Iittle Gill sinks have in fact been tested to Priorsdale (by NEC or
ICC), but on the occasions MSG have visited them, very little of the Gill
has in fact been possing underground.

Thus Priorsdale has at last yielded a respecotable cave, but certainly
not the hoped for major systen, running wost of the way to ILittle Gill.

The very similar sink - resurgence systcn at Blaeberry Burn and Fairy loles,
Weardale, gave hopes that a similar cave to the now inaccessible Fairy

Hole (2% miles long) would exist at Priorsdale. Priorsdele Cave is something
of an anticlinax (albeit & predicteble one, to those who have scen the

Great Shakchole), to the efforts of all the parties who have ~ttacked the
rising. 4 further extension of the cave, at least, cne of any great length,
now secns rather unlikely. :

Our thanks are due to UNCC for allowing us to further explore and
survey their extension to the cave.

Tt should be noted th-t the squecre into the extension is awkwerd
and tight, and the boulder ruckles beyond ar: very unstable in perts,
especially around the high level :allery. Rescue of an injured person
throurh the squeerc would be extreuely difficult.

- —— —

Windmore End Cave

The survey of Vindmore End Cave, one 'of the albatrosscs which
periodically hang around the Group's neck for a while, was comucnced in
1968, and finally conpleted (this coupletion recuired three trips, one
larpely occuped by extracting Chris Lengthorne from the Clarty Gep sguee ze)
in 1971 . The survey is here published, and a brief account to accoupany it.

The cave basically consists of two mejor phreatic rif'ts, not guite
parallel, comnccted by 'Clarty Gap' (the name bestowed on the original
DCC exploration), a narrow 25' long crawl., The main Ceature acbout the
system is that it lies near the rising for Swindale ILots (or, as turmed
by the optimists, the "Swindale Master Cave"), and was possibly at one time
the rising itself. However, the present rising is an impenctrable pool,
beyond a fault terminating the limestone outerop, and Vinduore End hos
yet to yield a way on, despite a story, originating ot the time of the DCC
exploration, of two cavers who, in soile cornur of the systeun, found a
tight route into a strean passage, but had to exit due to failing lichts
before they coild cexplore any further. This inspired the surveyin;, oand
exploration. No strean passapge was found. Water does enter the cave, in
wet weather, at two points (see sur\rey), but quickly sinks agrin in
inpenetrable fissures.

The cave is gencrolly very nuddy, well decorated in prts (in the

‘New Series') s, and ticght and avkwerd in others. The 12' chimney at the far
end of the Main Rift is far easier to descend than ascend. The final
50' or so of the New Scries Rift was apparently not entered by ICC,
but could well have becn explorecd by others before our survey.
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Windergz Mine Coverns

IT-

Iocation and History of the line.

The Windegg Mine Caverns are situnted under the No%W, slopes of
Booze Moor, north of Iangthwaite in srkengarthdale. They werc first entered
by lead miners via rises from Windegg 01ld Levele The level entrance is shown
and named on the 1856 0.8, nap. On the Stang road, about 1% miles above
Eskeleth Bridge, and just past Shew House, there is a bridge over a gully.
In wet weather o stream flows in the gully, bubt upstrean it is grassy
floorcd, and becoues indistinet at the foot of some prominent grassed over
spoil heaps about J— nile from the roed. The original leve. entrance is
found above ~nd behind the tips, and the present acccss, an excavated shaf't,
is about 20' further along the line of the level.

The level was commenced about 1845 by Whitwell & Jagues who also
worked the Stang mines at the time. It was driven to intersect the
extension of the Windepp vein which had alrendy been cut in Weshy Green
level (or Harker's level), driven NoE. frou the hsad of Slei Gill. Orc
was recovered from veins in the llain Linestone in sufficent guantity
to justify the teking ovir of the lease by the Now C.D.Hining Coupany
about 1890, and later by the Stang & Cleasby ilining Company who worked it
until ebout 1910 (Bvidence of this late working in the ninc is the presence
of sticks of "hard" dynemite and detonator boxes. Twe uine agents in thesc
later vears were Willian Peacock and Geo. Harker.

Iocol legend hes it that Geo. Harker, then a suclter, was very keen
on getting the job of Mine Jgent competently held by Peacock. wbout 1500
Peacock had man in Windegg 01ld Level opening up a cross veln somewhere
on the cast branch (see below) which was proving good orce dcanwhile, by
fair neans or foul Horker ot Peacock's job. Peacock in a £it of pique
ordcred his men to £ill up the drift into the vein and wall it up at the
mouth, The mincrs, not liking Horker, kept the secret from him, and
with the closurc of the mine a few yvears loter, the details were forpotten.

Modern history of exploration.

In 1955 the Earby Mine Research Group excavated the present entrance,
a small shaft about 6' deep, into the roof of the level. It entered
beyond the run-in which had occurcd between this point and the criginal
entrance some 20' awny, and explored the adit level. In 1964 Dave Carlisle,
and the Fell,ReG., having heard the legend, cleared out and re-tiubered the
shaft. They followcd the 440' of stone arched level to the First Risc.

Hore the level furks, end on the 1., the east branch, Clay Vein Passage,

runs past several riscs for 770' to a shale blockage. They did not find

the legendery cross vein which (if it exists) must lic beyond this fall,

The other passape from the First Rise continues the line of the entiance
passage, but is lergcr and without arching. It contains knce-deep water,

and runs for 240' to the Sccond Rise. Clinbing this a sizeable natural cavern
was found (since named Carlisle Cavern) and a small anount of natural rif't
passage. & couple of visits were made in 1967, and following these the
entrance shaft was filled in.

In wes not until Septeuber 1970, during conversetion with Dave Carlisle
at the B.S... Conflerence, that MSG hecard of the naturnl cavern. iccordingly
a visit was made shortly afterwards, when half a day's digging re-opened the
shaf't. Lt its foot one slithers cown a mud slope throush a hole in the roof
of the stone arched level., The shaft timberiry and stonework of the arching
had dcteriorated somewhat, but was con "dered adequately saf'e for carcful
progress. Dave Carlisle showed the party the passages known ti hin.

Near the end of Carlislc Cavern Pete Stephenson found an unlikely hole
hidden behind a huge fellen block. Dovm this, a lar:c passage developed,
leading to a nine-way junction. The party pressed on, possing several nore
chanbers ond junctions before returning. In the next few weeks several
different partics, nostly of MSG mewbirs, visited the caverns, and cach
returned with accounts of series of passages everywhere with junctions
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every fow feet. It wos obvious that a systematic appronch was required
with survey and exploration proceeding together. Thus as each survey
session was drawn out it became apperent thot many passapges sinply led
back into the central mazc n~rea, and others led into new arens, and should
be surveycd next. Surveying wes carried out by scveral parties, and tc¢
facilitate this temporary survey stations were mrrked at suitable places.
Mud on the tape usually limited surveying stints to a couple of hours,
and the exploration and survey cceupied sbout 70 man (or wownn) visits
to the caverns, with generally throc persons in each party.

Two prelininary reports on the systen heove been published so
far (RCfS- 1 & 2)-

Geographicel Description.

The conplexity of the caverns nekes detailed description rather
tedious. The pattern of interconnection is best studied on the survey
and this account is intended to suppleucnt the survey, particularly in
the morc complicated areas, or those with spccinl features.

The netural caverns and nine workings hove four places of
interconncction. The least useful of those has been the orc~chute down
the rise connecting Truck Passage to Clay Vein Passage (the east branch of
the level at the Pirst Rise). i descent of this rise has been made giving
a round trip but this canmnoct be recommended as the wminers! platforus arc
unsound and support loose deads,

The other thrce connections are all found by ascending the Sccond
Rise. Here the main Windegg Level turns right, ond at the corner a wooden
ore-chute is situated in the rise. The "Parallel Bars", two baulks of
tinber wedged about 25' opart 5' up the rise, aid the 12' clizb up to
the large minc passage above the core chute. Two snall drifts run off here
and in the wall of the southerly one (on the rirht) a bolt hole for a
3/8 inch rawlbolt was drilled to allow a lalder to be fixec, avoiding the
use of the old tinbers. i fow feet into the passage above the ore-chute
a further rise com be climbed with difficulty for about 15" and loads
directly into the southern end of Carlisle Cavern. Below and beyond this
further rise the mine passage splits and the left branch leads to a suall
chamber whose floor is a nound of clay. To the left a few feet above the
floor a mud sleope drops into the chaaber. This slope may be scaled., and
it doubles breck up a clinmbing rise into the flcor of Carlisle Caverne.
The upper prrits of this rise are wrlled with dends suprorted on decayed
tizbers, and in general this route is best used only for .escent and even
then cxtreine caution is nceded. Below the point of ener:cence of this route
into the small chowber (i.e. on the left on entry from the ore-chutc)
descent of the mound leads into another nined passa;c at the end of which
an ascent of 15' can be made in casy stages into the end of a rift, the
northern continuetion of Durhau Rift. This route has a fow deads in it,
but on the whole provides the casiest and safest route into the caverns.
The direct climb up the risc near the ore-chute is the safest but is
technically difficult, being muddy and sli htly overhanpging at the start.

On the east side of Cerlisle Cavern close to the top of the cliumbing
rise a suall hole in boulders leads to the Traverse Rif't Series. Here a
series of narrow natural rifts open into larger nined passages. 4+ 15' hole
in the floor is crosscd and o wined chalber is entercvds Just bevond this o
mine truck is found, ond past this is the shaft and ore-chute into Clay
Vein Pessoge.

Leading off from the south end of CUorlisle Cavern are a series of
narrow rif'ts which often rcquire traversing at intermcdiatc levels,
being too tight at floor and rcof levels. These connect with smaller tube-
like passages, two of which lead into Durhan Rift, the others all eventually
pPinching out or becouing choked with c¢lay. Treversing is necded in the
south end of Durham Rift and in t e passages SV of Bridge Chauber. Thesc
latter passages both eventually become too tight, but one or two unsafe
areas have been lcft.
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The passages to the W of Eyehole Crawl have only been visited
once, and were surveyed to Grade 2. Steep mud slopes lead down into a
15' climbable pot with a small stream at the botton flowing in a 6" wide
channel. ot the top of the far pnud slope is a boulder chamber whose W
end is highly shattered, ond the pnssages beyond were rapidly p:rchlng
out.

Creaking Boulder Cavern is the tectonic focal point of the system.
It consists of a large chamber on two levels, the upper level being on
top of o massive boulder ruckle that spills cut into the lower level
and into the adjacent passages. Boulder moveauents heve occurcd here while
partics were moving sbout in the vieinity, the direct climb up the ruckle
from lower to upper level not bein; recormencded. Instead the small passage
to the west of the wein slope is safer, but the way into it is a little
circuitous. The western passages lending off from the upper level contain
scne stelagnitec walls, and in one passage some suall animal's pawprints
were clearly seen, but neither of the explorers were eble to identify thcil.

Clog Chamber is reached by a 6' climb out of the chauber to the east
of Creaking Boulderr Cavern. In it are to be found well preserved specinicns
of miners' clog prints in the mud.

The passages in general are mud and boulder flcored, and apart fro.l
scme of the traverses, arc not espieially hard to negetiate. Route~finding
difficultics, and loose boulders and walls however are abundantly prosent
and require extrene coution. & nissed turning ecould lcad one unwittingly
into an unsafe area. Would-be wvigitors are strongly advised to moke
arrangenents through MSG, who can nlso arrange the access permission.

Instly, it should be pointed out that thc entrance shaft tiubering
is now several years old, and was oripinnlly installed on a temporary
basis. The level is in a siate of imndinent collapse and requires shoring
if access is to be naintained. This work is beyond the mesns of the MSG
both financially and in terus of manpower. It seems regretiable that
Windegy Mine Caverns are destined to become inaccessible Jjust as all the
other pine caverns in the Northern Pennines have done within recent yeors.
Thilst the cave itsclf is rather danperous in parts, it is also unigue
in being the only mine cavern in the Northern Pennmine Orefield presently
accessible for scientific study. The effort rcr-ujrccl tc moaintain its
accessibility is small comparcd with that regquired to re-vpen major
collapses, but tine runs short ond cction is necded nowr.

R\zfc,ru,nccs
. Journcl of the British Speleolosical dssociation Vol VI Nob,. Septda 971 .
2). McunGo JOUI‘I’L 1 Hoelie Moy 1971 .

Thc, MSG wish to express their : 'Jprucia’fion to Deve Corlislc for the
part he has played in their efforts at Windeys, He is alsc to be thanked for
providing the history notes on the minc, and detnils on the EiR.Ge
explorations.

Groham Stevens.
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Some thoughts on the Geolory end Speleopeomoryholory of Windegs.
Peter ¥ Ryder.

The mode of formation of Tindepp Mine Coverns presents a variety of
interesting problens. Virtually all the systen appecrs to be totally
phreatic in ori;din (one swall crowl ruwming N from Cerlisle Cavern does
appear to be a morc rccent vadose inlet, but this is an exception). In
most phreatic networks there arc m@.JGL.CthI'J.S of the direction of the former
flow of groundwntcr, i.c. scalloping, but there is little such evidence in
Windegg, what scallops there arc being sparse and indetcrninate.

The most roteble feature of the system, cobvious on viewing the
survey, is the density of the network of possages in o linited areca
In 211, c¢3,750" of cave passoge have been sux vqycck, yet this is ﬁll within
300" of the centrsl maze area (between Creaking Boulder Covern and
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Nineways Junction), and there is little evidence
developnent extended much beyond this.
4n area of limestone on the fringe of the ex

to suzgests that cave

rea of cave develcpaent

cen be scen by following the level beyond the Sccond Liisc for a fow hundred

fcet t0 the Third Risc - a 20' climb inte o high

, level wined passage.

i variety of natural rifts and fissures con be scen from this, but with
the exception of two small chambers, both reached by short climbs above

this sub level, none are larpge enouch to enter.
Reference to the recently republished 0.5.

1":1 mile geological

nap supggests that the Coverns arc situated in a rg.JMt:Lvoly siaall block of

the Main Linestone cut off to the morth and west
account to some extent for the 1Dco.llsc,d develop:
of evidence, however, to sugrest that

by faults = this would
sent. There is one picce

Mndesg Mine Caverns arc in fact just

a suall part of a much larger network. about haif a mile south of the level

entrance, on the liigcstone plateau above Idittle

Windegyg Scar, is Damocles

Hiole (desc ibed, with survey, in MSG Jl. 3). Here a collapsc in a suall
shokehole, well away from eny sinks, allows access to a very short section of
a fine phreatic tunnel, very sinilar to those seen in Wincegge Only a few
feet of this passage are seen, before a seccond collapse ternimntes the ceve,

which is all very unscfe. Total length is 120°,
on finding this that a very extensive fossil sys

and dopth 36'. It was thought
ten must underlic the area

If Damocles Hole and Vindegg Mine Coverns arc port of the same area of

developnent - even thourh they arc separated by

thousand feet of possape nust aveit discovery.
i search of the surface all arcund Windepg

one time we hoped to be able to find a notural e

faulting - then many

hes revealed litt.c. ot
ntrance into the Caverns,

but this now scecms most unlikely, since cave developuent sceus 1o cease
well short of the surfecc limestone cutcrop. Further afield, one or two

small holes were found in Windegs Scor (there is
here = ogain sce MSG Jl.3), but netidng more tha
and none showing the inpressive phreatic

developuent of

Horrock's Cross Cave
n a fow yﬂ.rds in length,
r:LIluLL.f_, and

Damocles Hole. However, therc sre soid to be mntural caverns in Vashy

Green Levcl, Slei Gill (sce above), which cut the
in the now blocked Stang Level, in the valley bottoun

ruming down from Windegy Lun,l cntrancee

Winderg Vein, and also
sbove the gully

Surveying difficulties
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The Caves of the A11t nan Ieac Valley. Isle of Skye Report on MSG work to 1971

Introductiom

In the last year two MSG visits have been made to the Isle of Skye,
following up a preliminary reconnaissance in 1968 (see MSG Journal 2, 1968).
The following report is not a final definitive account, but a record of work
so far carried out, and various new explorations.

Previous Work in the Area ‘

Camas Mzlag, in nart at any rate, and Bheinn an Dubhaich caves had been
explored previously, and the latter cave roughly surveyed (Irish Speleology
Volel Nool.) Northern Permmine Club members had also briefly visited the area
(see NFC newslet*er No.27. July 1968), and explored one short new cave. We
have so far been unable to trace any other references. to the area and the caves.
Some "eavers'" litter found near the Top Entrance to Uamh Sgeimne suggests that a
previous party, or perhaps one person, had been in that part of the cave, but
there is no evidence of a complete previous exploration.

A Desgription of the Areca

The Allt nan Leac valley runs east-west, the stream fiowing westwards to fall
into Ioch Slapin, one of the major Skye sea lochs, about six miles south of
Broadford.

To the north of the valley is the rofgh upland area of Beinm an Dubhaich,
reaching a little over 775', developed on a granitic intrusion. The Cambrian
Durness Iimestone, in which all the caves described are developed, outcrops
along the south flank of the granite, forming a more or less continous belt.
This outcrop forms the lower part of the north side of the Allt nan Ieac
valley, and in places the valley floor. The limestone gencrally dips steeply
southward, and to the south disappears undor Jurassic strata. Various igneous
intrusions occur in the limestone itself, and have interesting effects on cave
development.

To the east of, and beyond the area covered by the main part of this
report, the line of limestone outcrop joins a similar band which runs on the
north side of the Beinn an Dubhaich granite, and the belt of limestone then
swings northward, and runs to within a mile or so of Broadford, and the €oast.
This section forms the ridge of Ben Suardal, reaching over 900' O.D.

Most of our work has been concenirated in the £11t non Ieac Valley itself,
but various walks have b een made over the other parts of the Durness Uimestone
outcrop, and little or no cave development found in them. This is probably
gscribable to the fact that the L11lt nan Leac valley is the only area where
impervious rocks (i.e. the granite) are adjacent to the limestone, and at a
higher level, so that streams can collect and flow onto the limestone, where
they sink and form the various cave systems described. Further north and cast
the limestone forms a ridge between two wvalleys, with 1ittle or no sucface
drainage. . )

The various .aves described in this article are ranged along the
limestone outcrop, from Camas Malag cave in the west, where the outcrop
reaches the sea, and at vorious points along the nortl: side of the valley for
a mile and a half eastwards, to Uamh Cinn Ghlinn - Valley Head Cave = uilere the
Allt nan Leac itself sirks and rises.

Cave Names
' For the caves, opart from Camas Malag Cave and Beinn an Dubhaich Cave,
which had been named previously, we have coined names, and had these suitably
translated into Geelic. These names, with Gaelic equivalents, are:

The Cave of Knives / Usmh Sgeinne

Willowtree Cave / Uamh Cracbh Sheileach

Pit Cave / Uamh Sluic

Slant Cave / Claon Ushm

Valley Head Cave / Uamh Cinn Ghlinn
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MSG Visits to the area

The original visit to Skye, by Dave Atkings and Peter Ryder, was made in
September 1968. FFR explored Camas Malag Cave through from "daylight to daylight"
with a fast-fading Nife cell, and also made the first "through trip" in Beinn
an Dubhaich Cave, enlarging the Sink Entrance with a little hammering. JDu was
briefly tempted underground, but with inacecuate lighting etc. no serious work
or surveyung could be undertaken. The choked entrancc to what later proved to
be Slant Cave was noted, along with other features of interest in the upper
411t non Leac valley. This visit was briefly reported in the 1968 MSG Journal
(No.2.)

Baster 1971

PFR, Colin Carson, and Chris Iangthorne arrived on Skye in a hired mini.
Camas Malag and Beirm an Dubhaich Caves were surveyed on the first full day in
Skye (Monday 12th April). On Tuesday speleological rursuits were forseken, and
the extremely impressive Sgurr nan Gillean, the highest peak of the Borthern
Cuillin, climbed. Wednesday morning saw the NEC find, Willowtree Cave,
"prediscovered", the nearby pothole (Pit Cave) descended, and Slant Cave entered
after a few minutes digging. In the aftermoon CC and CL again succumbed t9 the
lure of the Cuillin, whilst FFR began digging, with geological hammer, at a
boulder choked rising at the head of the 11t nan Leac, and rather to his suprise
opened up an accessible-sized entrsnce, and made the first exploration of the
rather acucous Valley Head Cave solo. The following (Thursday) morning, on which
it had been intended to leave Skye, CC and CL were dragged back to this cave, by
tnles of caverns vast, and completed the exploration, as well as surveying the
270" of cave found.

Scptenber 1971 «

A more ambitious visit had been planned, but due to vehicle failures etc.,
various pecople dropped out, and in the end, on Friday September 3rd, it was
only John Cooper and IFR who arrived at the campsite on the beach at Camas Malag,
in PFR's van. JD4 appeared two days later, to sit in the sun, and this time could
not be lured wnderground at alle Nevertheless, a useful amount of work was carried
oute

On Saturday September 4th Beinn an Dubhaich Cave was extended, in rather
wet conditions, by digging out a choke, into the streanmwey, and f'cv.'ﬂlh:fﬁ‘-ﬂng a further
50! of passage with an impressive charber, to a final impassable bedding. Slant
Cave was more closely exemined, and properly survcyed. Sunday was spent looking
at the Cuillins, this time from the bottom, and on Monday much limestone was
walked over in the Ben Suardal arca, without finding anything. On Tuesday morning
various photographs were teken in Camas Malng, Beinn an Dubhaich and Slant Caves,
and later IFR again walked several miles over remote limestone outcrops, finding
nothing of importance. Meanwhile, JIC had a lock at the lower L11t nan Leae
valley, which really should have been visited earlker, and came back reporting
a limestone gorge and an open resurgence cave. & further brief inspection
(by PFR with & box of matches) in the evening twilight confirmed that this was
"promising", and so agein the return was delayed, and on the following morning
The Cave of Knives was explored and surveyed, before leaving the Isle, and a
vietuslly non=stop 438 mile drive back to Darlington.

Further Vork.

We hope to return to Skye again in the feirly near future. The open and
almost open holes in the 411t non Ieac valley have been explored and surveyed, but
1ittle more than this. There seems little possibility of caves of any great
extent, but several hundred feet of passage may await discovery at o few sites.
Further MSG Journals should contain reports on this.
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Description of the Caves

In describing the caves of the Allt nan Ieac valley, the systems nearest
the coast are described first, working eastwards up the valley.

If one follows the coastal *rack, rumming south from Torrin to Sulsnish,
limestone is first encountered passing above the sea cliffs at the south side of
the sheltered bay of Camas Malag. The track winds inland round o small valley,
containing a strean, the 411t na Garbhlain, flowing down off Beinn an Dubhaich
to the easte. Innediately below the track this stream drops into an obvious open
sinkhole - the upper entrance to Cancs Malag Cave.

Canas Malag Cave

In reality there are two separate caves here, but they are so close
together that they can be treated as one. The stream sinking in the obvious
sinkhole below the trazk flows through the Upper Cave, and resurges over an
igneous dyke, which has obviously controlled the base level to which this part
of the cave could develop. The strean flows over the dyke on the surface, and
imnediately drops underground again into the Middle Cave, which has severa
entrances dropping into the streamway, before the resurgence, which is in the
actual ses cliff. One of these entrances has unfortunately been the repository
of masses of domestic rubbish, and this obnoxious tip effectively chokes the
cave at this point, providing a division between Middle and Lower Caves.

The Upper Cave is the most interesting part of the system, having a total
(surveyed) length of c.400'. The strean can be followed through from the sink
to the rising, the passage at first being a hands-and-knees crawl, developing,
after a flat-out section through a pool, into an attractive 8' high streanway.
This lowers again just before the rising is reached, and the caver has a choice
of two exits, a dry squeeze up over a boulder, or to crawl out with the strean.
There are two side passages of note in this part of the cave, besides a few
snall ox-bows (see survey). The longer of thesec is situated immediately inside the
upper (sink) entrance, and runs straight eheed where the streanway bends l.

This is a low bedding, and forks into two, the r. fork becoming too low, and the

1. branch continuing for perhaps. 40', before becomin: too low and chokeds

The second side passage enters the streamway at a very acute bend about 90"

from the lower entrance, and is 2 tight ascending rift - a thin nan could

probably proceed further than the 15' of so shown on the survey. This could well

be an inlet from the area of low and choked heddings seen in the first side passage.

The stream, after flowing on the surflace for about 30' from the lower
entrance to the upper cave, suddenly falls 20' into an open pothole. Nearby a
small hole drops into 2 passage entering this pothole about 10' down, and a
second hole drops straight into the streamway. The most practicable sntrance to
this section of the system is a few yards nearer the sea, in a large shakehole.,
The Middle Cave i. basically one large passage, divided in places into upper and
lower levels, connecting with all these entrances and the base of the open
pote The lower level of the passage, containing the stream, terminates downstreai
in the above-mentioned rubbish tip, which chokes an open pothole in the same
shakehole as the main entrance to this section.

Assorted rubbish from this tip is scattered throughout the Lower Cave,
which would otherwise be a very pleasant walking-sized stream pagsage, entered
from the rising about one third of the way down the sea cliff - and reached by
an easy scranble. The roomy passage ends upstream in the rubbish choked open
pothole - an exit could be made here, but it would be rather hazardous and
unpleasant. Half way along the length of this section a small passage enters
from the north, in the roof - this was not explored. Total length of the Middle
and Iower Coaves is ©.220', making the length of the system as a whole c.62C'.

On the last visit to Camas Maleg Cave it was found that more domestic
debris had been dumped in the upper entrance to the upper cave, the sinkhole
below the track, too much to be attributed to passing campers. Presunably the
cave entrances, being beside the track, are being used as a tip by a local
community - this is most unfortunate.
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Following the coastal track on southwerds from Camas Malag Cave, after
gbout a quarter of a mile one comes to a bridge over a much larger strean,
the 411t nan Ieac itself, here flowing along the southern edge of' the limestone
outcrop. Above the trock are 2 series of impressive cascades and waterfalls
in a gorge, the north side of which, and parts of thc south, are formed by
the Durness ILimestone (most of the south well of the ravine is of the overlying
Juressic strata). Below the track a further series of cascades falls steeply
into the sea.

Scrambling up the gorge from the track, one passes several small
holes, mostly where parts of the stream pass underground for e flew yards, and
rise again., However, perhaps 100 yards wp from the road, thcre is a tributary
on the north, which rises about 50" up the hillside from *he stream. The
rising itself is a snmall pool, but just above this there is the small but
obvious entrance to -

Usnmh Sgeimme (The Cave of Knives).

The entrance to this cave, directly zbove the pool of the rising, is
a tube perhaps 2! in diameter, sloping quite steeply upwards (with the dip of
the limestone, which is here stceply southwdrs), turning re. and then l. into
a chamber developed on a bedding, about 4' high, and sloping up to a 'letter-box'
at its top end. In the floor of the chamber is a narrow rift dropping into a
lower passage, enitting a strong draught and the sound of a stream.

The 'letter~box', about 3' wide and 1' high drops into a low passage,
running back downdip under the floor of the chamber sbove = with which it
conmunicates by the narrow rift seen in the chamber floor. This passage drops to
a '"T'=junction, with a low bedding on the l., and on the r. a small opening into
a large sloping bedding, with the strean flowing along the lower (i.) edge.

Entering the bedding, the strean is seen to drop into a sump pool on
the 1. This can only be a few feet from the small pool where the stream rises,
Jjust in front of the cave entrance,

Upstream, the streamway continues, over a very jagged floor (the l., i.e.
the bottom, wall, is epparently igneous rock). Lfter 30' or so, the streamvay
turns r., and for a few feet is c.b' high, Straight ahead at this point is a
Jower bedding, opening into a small chauber, with ways on too tight or chcked.

The stream itself rises from a tiny hole under one wall, but the main
'streamway' continues, doubling back on itself, apperently following a higher
level of the same slanting bedding. On the 1, are some good formations, several
colums of c.2' Jjoining floor and roof. After crawling through this passage for
some distance, with one or two quite low sections, the stream is again nmet,
flowing down a Jjagged trench from the top (i.e. 1.) edge of the bedding,
and into small fissures at the botton. The top of the bedding here again seems to
be a thin band of igneous rock, forming the Lip of the 3' waterfall down which
the stream encerse The stream inlet itself is too low, but immediately beyond
the passage can be seen continuing, through deeper water ponded back by the
igneous band ( in areas such as this where the limestone is contorted and steeply
dipping it is difficult to distinguish between sills and dykes), about 3' high.

Just beyond the stream inlet, the floor of the main passage steps up 3',
and this then narrows and ascends more steeply, as a narrow chute. This rises into
a chanber, developed in igneous rock, and rather loose and shattered, about
4' high, Beyond is a short choked passage, with daylight entering on the r.,
through a boulder ruckle.

This boulder chcoked entrance was located on the surface, about 120!
due east of, and 35' = 4.' above, the lower entrance. This could well have been
open until recently, and a few minutes fligging would probably clear it again.

Throughout the cave, the limestone is studded with very sharp siliceous
projections, which have a very destructive effect on caving gear, and on cavers
themselves, hence the name = The Cave of Knives.

The cave was surveyed to Gr.5C, the length of the passage explored being
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270"« Unexplored oddments must add at least another 30%, so a length of
Ce300' can Justifiably be claimed. Time factors did not allow quite as thorough
an exploration of this cave and area as we would have liked.

Following the Allt nan Ieac upstream, ghove the gorge, the valley wideuns,
and develops a much more level floor, for tne better part of a mile. Near the
commencement of this section, a small tributary enters from the north, and can
be followed across the marshy valley floor to its source, a rising from a pool
at the foot of a wall of igneous rock. This is the resurgence of the stream seen
in Beinn an Dubhaich Cave, the main entrance of which lies about 100' away,
further eastwards, and asbout 35' higher up the valley side.

Beinn an Dubhaich Cave.

This system has two entrances, c.i00' apart, ths 'Main Entrance', an open
pothole with a tree growing in it, and the more obvious sink entrance further
east, where a reasonsble sized stream flowing off Beinn an Dubhaich passes
underground, on flowing off the granite onto the limestone.

At this sink, the cave is entercd by a squeeze throuth a boulder ruckle,
opening into the top of another inclined bedding, dovn which the stream cascades.
Descending this, the way on is to the r., into a small chamber, where the strean
sinks in o choked bedding under one wall, On the r., a 1' high crawl emerges
after a few feet under the wall of a roomy chauber, sbout 15' square and 6' high,
with on the r. another inclined bedding rumiing up to 2 choke under a2 surface
shakehole, and similar to that seen below the sink entrance. Both these inclined
beddings have granite floors - the weathering of which gives rise to the red
mud found in the cave - and limestone roofs.

Entering this chamber, on the l. are two small passages, and on the far
(west) side of the chamber a third low passage. The r. hand of the two passages
on the 1. ends immediately in s choke, the 1. descends and turns r., and until
Septenber 1971 ended in another boulder choke, through which the stream could
be heard.

This choke was easily cleared, and a way opened into a small chamber
across which the stream flowed, from a choked bedding under the 1. wall, and
into a low descending bedding under the r. wall. This was followed -~ in the
wet conditions at the time of the first exploration, quite a sporting procedure =
through a low section for a few feet, until the passage emerged in the roof of
quite an impressive chamber, with walls of steeply dipping limestone metamorphosed
to marble along its contoet with the granite. At the foot of the easily descended
10" waterfall dropping to the charber floor, the stream disappears into an
impenetrably low bedding under the south wall, On the r. is a passage, immediately
splitting into two. The r. fork is a choked bedding running up very steeply, and
probably choked under the floor of the chamber gbove, and the l. fork clogses down
to a very narrow wet crowl, which was not "pushed' - it may well be choked after
10' or so. The rising of the cave strecm dis still about 150' from this point,
and it had been hoped that pessable cave night extend for much of this distance.
However, the total length of this 'extension' epproaches 50'.

Returning to the chanber above, the low crawl on iis west side continues,
rapidly geining height, and daylight can be seen shead from the Main Entrance.

On the r. a low opening drops dovm into a muddy chatber, and yet another of the
bedding planes slanting steeply up northwards, on a granite floor.

The main passage, now 7' high, leads on up to the Main Entrance, forned
possibly by the collapse of a section of the cave roof (although it night have been
o sinkhole at some remote time), a squire shaft c.10' deep, and easily descended
by scrambling down the branches of the tree which grows in it. The south wall
of the shaft is formed by igneous rock, running in a band parallel with the valley
side.

On the west side of the open shaft the cave continues, down a boulder
slope, into an 8' high passage again. Lfter 30' a decp tranch in the floor suddenly
develops, giving the passare a 'T'-shoped cross-section. The npst convenient
route to follow is along the wider section at roof lovel, since the trench,
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12" below, is very narrow.

The traverse is easy for 50', to a small chamber developed at roof level.
The upper and lower routes diverge briefly here. The tranch becomes extremely
tight, and the wider upper section narrows to a rift, and descends two 6' drops,
the lower over a stalagnite flow, to rejoin the lower route, which widens again.
The passage, with deep nud on the floor, then swings l. and enters the Terminal
Charber, with 2' of static water, the roof height dropping from 20', where the
two routes converge, to 8'. On the 1. of the chamber a small triangle of airspace
continues above water level, the water deepening to 4' on that side of the chamber.
The airspace does not secem of useble size, and no further exploration was attenpted.
The rising ppol is about 75' away to the south of this point.

The cave, and in particular the relationship of its passages to the
granite/limestone boundary, is described in 'Irish Speleology', Vol.l. No.i.
A grade 2-3 survey is given, which does not tally in soue respects with our own
grade 5c¢ survey, and the description mekes no mention of the mpparent dyke
which forms the south wall of the Main Entrance shaft, or of the similar parallel
igneous band fron under which the cave stream rises. Beinn an Dubhaich Cave
obvicusly offers more prospects for geomorphological study.

The total length of passage is ¢.400', 350' surveyed, and 50' estimated
in the 1971 ‘extension'.

Continuing along the north side of the iLllt nan Ieac valley, eastwards
from Beinn an Dubhaich cave, after c¢.150 yards, a small cave entrance behind
a bush was found. L descending 3' high passage leads for c.25' to a squeeze
over a nudbank into a choked 10' aven, with no real prospect of further extension.
This oddment of cave does not appear to be connected with any active or fossil
sink, being some distance south of the granite/lizestone boundary.

100 yards or so further eastward, and a little further up the hillside,
is a quite impressive open rift c.15' deep, choked at the bottom (a. possible dig),
again unconnected with any stream sink. Continuing up the valley, at the same
level, the next feature of interest is a row of four shakeholes running diagonally
dowvn the valley side fron northe-esst to southi=west. The highest of these is a
wet weather sink, and the removal of a few small boulders in the bottom of the
shake exposed an open hole, the entrance to what is opperently the cave explored
by the NFC members and described in their newsletter:
Uamh Craobh Sheileach (Willowtree Cove)

A descent of 6' through the boulders in the shakehole opens intc a triangular
chamber about 10' long, with at its end a tight squeeze onto a further drop,
of about 12' (easily climbed). At the foot of this is a narrow passage of walking
height, which swings r. and pgently descends, to suddenly end in a blank wall with
a tiny gravel choked bedding at its foot. Total length was c.70', and depth c.30'.

In the lowest of the linc oif shakes running down from Uamh Craobh Sheileach
is a small entrance. leading to a 20' drop amidst boulder ruckle. A way on into
a more solid chamber could be seen, but was not forced, since the whole ruckle
seemed on the verge of collapse.

A further quarter of a mile up the valley, and at about the same level
as this cave, a snall gtresm sinks into an impressive open pot :
Uamh Sluic (Pit Cave)

at the surface this takes the form of a rif't perhaps 70' long and 15' wide
running north-west to south-esst. The overhanging north-east wall of the hole
is formed by the granite, the opposite wall by limestone metamorphosed to marbvle.
The west end of the rif't is easily climbed down to a depth of c.20', below which
the pot takes the form of a vertical shaft c.10' in diasmeter and 20' deep (o
ladder is required). The walls are of vertically dipping narble, and drop straight
to a boulder floor, wherc the stream sinks, without any indication of horizontal
development, at a total depth of c.40's The rising is nearby.
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The last of the sinks on the north side of the wvalley is about 200 yards
beyond Uamh Sluic, and is shown on the 0.5.2%" map. A snall stream drops
into quite a large sinkhole, and sinks in a choked inclined rift. The rising is
about 60' lower down, at the foot of the valley wall. Between sink and rising is
a large depression, where part of the underground stream course has apparently
collapsed. At the "upstream end" of this is the entrance to ;=
Claon Uamh (Slant Cave).

The entrance to this was choked when found, but cdeared with a few
minutes digging. The low entrance itself appears to be formed in an igneous
dyke, and imnediately inside, the passage enters limestone, and enlarges. To the
r. 1s a descending fissure to a sump pool, to the l. an inclined rift rising
northward to a horizontal crawl, for a few feet, dropping “nto a larger passage.
On the l. here the main ecave strnc,m enters via a 3' waterfall from a 6" high
bedding, and promptly sinks in the floor. In wet conditions a second, smaller,
stream flows from the main passage beyond this, and drops into a narrow rift on
the r, a few feet beyond the choked main stream sink. This rif't con be forced by
sideways squeezing, dovn two 3' drops, to a wider section, where.the water
disappedrs into a sump pool.

The main passage continues for 15' or so, about L' wide and 3' high,
Passing a high rift on the r. which : orks, both branches becoming too narrow within
a few feet, and then opens into the base of the final inclined rift, choked 20°
up with unstable boulders and soil., The survey proves this to be the same rif't
as seen in the sink, and only a few feet of boulders and soil can separate the
cave from the surface - a 'top entrance' could probably be easily opened, if
there was any neced of one. The total length of this interesting little ceve
is ¢«130' ~ the igneous intrusions in the limestone appear to have played an
important role in its development.

Betwcen the 'downstream' end of the collapse depression in which the
entrance to the cave is situated, and the actual resurgence at valley floor level,
is a2 short section of cave, Iower Slant Cave, involving a squeeze down between
boulders at its 'top entrance', and a short wet crawl. This section is c.25' long.

Above Claon Uamh the valley narrows, and a high limestone cliff develops
along the north side. The limestone here extends to the south siae of the valley
as well, and there is a small rising south of the main stream - this is fed
by a sink perhaps 100' higher up, on the south flank of the valley, but both
rising and sink are thoroughly choked, and therc appears little hope of an
accessible cave here. A few hundred yards further east the Allt nan Ieac itsclf
rises, from the foot of the northern cliffs, This is Uamh Cinn Ghlinn, dug
out at Easter 1971 .

Uamh Ciym Ghlinn. (Valley Hesd Cave).

The smell entrance, at the foot of the cliff, beside the actual rising,
drops into a small "chanber" mostly occupied by 3' of water and a large boulder.
A duck alongside the boulder leads into a low arched passage running parallel with
the aliff 'up-valley', with about 1! airspace above deep clear green water.

This forks - the l. branch has very little airspace, and the r. branch is a
crawl over some boulders, with chinks of daylight entering from the cliff face.
The two branches rejoin, and a junction is reached. To the r. ends immediately,
and straight ahead is a boulder choke after 15's The 1., passage lowers to a
narrow duck, but running water is audible ahead here, and beyond the duck the
passage suddenly opens into a chamber.,

The main way on here is to the-r., through-a 15' wide chamber with
scattered boulders, and the stream flowing across the gravel floor only a few
inches deecp. The chamber closes after 30' to a2 canal. The height of this wvaries
between 2' and 6', with deepening water, and ending after some near-ducks in
a final constricted sump, 60' from the chamber.
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Returning to the point at which the initial wet crawl opens up into
the larger chamber, on the l. & low passage up a sandy slope suddenly opens into
an impressive chamber - Chantry Chamber - roughly circular in plan, 15' high
and 20' in diameter, with some flowstone decorations on the walls, $' up the
wall a 4' high passage enters - this ends after 20' in a boulder choke. The main
way out of the chamber is on the 1., and is an impressive section of passage
20" high and 6" wide, swinging r. and rising quite steeply to come to a sudden
and disappointing end in a blank wall and a small choked aven.

The total length of Uamh Cinn Ghlinn proved to be 270'. The sink is
about gquarter of a mile away, further eastwards up the valley (the stream flowing
from the upper section of the valley sinks in a shallow choked sink hole - a
little digging was attempted here, without result), and thus the systom cen be
said to have the greetest 'potential' of any in the Allt nan Leac area, as
the sink to rising distence considerably exceeds ‘hat of the smaller systems
along the north flank of the valley.

e T ——— - . i i i S S e e e o e (e S e e g =

Other Caves in Skye

It is intended to organise another MSG visit to the Isle of Skye in
the summer of 1972, to continue work on a number of sites, both in the
Allt nan Leac valley, and in other areas. Reports on this work will appear
in a later Journal.

On the north side of the grenite nass of Beinn an Dubhaich, a small
resurgent cave was found, and followed as a tight wet crawl, for 25' or’
so, to an awkward duck. The potential is not great - there is an obvious
sink 2-300 yards away - but a continuing passage could be szen.

Away from the Durness Limestone, o cave was found in the Jurassic
limsstones (which cover a much greater aren than the Durness Lj.mes’cone)
about three miles east of Broadford., This cavé is obviously fairly well known
locally, and it, and the area around its entrance, is used as a repository
for farm and domestic debris. FFR, in normal gear, crawled 30' or so into
the cave, over a floor composed largely of rusty tins and broken glass, and
retired where an old tea chest was wedged across the passage. Near the
entrance (from which a suall stream flows) was a rising cave, of enterable
size, but having dead livestock in the pool at ite entrance, in sufficent
guantity to deter any thought of exploration. This rising cave is fed by an
obvious sink only a few yards away.

There are a variety of sca caves around the Isle of Skye, and thesc
have been visited and described more frequently than the inland linesjone
systems.

Any further information on limestone caves in Skye would be gratefully
received (at the address below). In such an "outlying area" as this, it is
very difficult to ascertain whether a cave has been previously entered or
not. Thus claiming of "new explorations", except where (as at Uamh Cimn
Ghlinn) the entrance hid to be dug open, and had obviously not been open
recently, is thus made tentatively.

P.F.Ryder c/o. 73 Abbey Road, Darlington, Co. Durham.
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MEETS REPORTS 19M
(411 meets included in the Meets Record File, for the year 1971 ).

24~ . Padunoor Caves i.Holmes, P.F.Ryder, G.Stevens.
Fadmoor Caves prospected and surveyed — sec elsewhere.
7-1=11 .+ Fadmoor Caves C.Carson, J.D.Cooper.
Unsuccessful digging ettempt on the chcke in Cave I.
9/14/16/22/23—1—71. Windegg Mine Caverns C.C., R.Evens, S.D.Hodgson,
J«C.Longstaff, M.C.Norton, P.F.R., P.Stephenson, G.S.
Mostly surveying trips.
6-2~71. Vindegs srea R.E., P.F.R,
A surface walk alonyg Winde;g SCL.rS, nothing of inport found.
13—2—7’ Wlnd(_.rp }.\ume C‘lverns O 5y Rl_--, [ -Ho, PqFoRn
More surveying, and incidents with loosc boulders.
20-2-71 . Caygill Scar and Bob Scar, Vlensleydale J.Lrrowsmith, S.H., P.F.R.
Mostly surface prospecting, Bob Scar caves axplored.
26/27-2-71. Windegg Minc Caverns Jehe, SeHey LoHe, MaGoNoy PoFoRe, G.S.
More surveying, certain compass inaccuracies experienced being later traced
to 4.H.'s patent magnetic steel heluet. |
13"3'—71 . Bob SC&I‘ Ca‘t@g_ C.CI’ .E-A.pHo’ PQF.RO, G‘eMcS&goDC.Vies {ERT)
Both caves are phreati€ systcms, with no evidence of vadose action, and
little prospect of cxtension. No. is 250' long (surv. to Gr.k4) and No.2., 80'.
20=3-71 .+ God's Bridge ssreca PeFeRe, Gedle&SeDe
Surface surveying, a traverse of 1,700' being carried oute
26-3-71 . VWindegg Mine Caverns SeH., G.Se
27-3-M « Eweleap Scar Pot CeCu, Colangthorne, PoFWR ofles Golle&S D,, D, Young .
This interesting PuﬂluJ.L (¥ 939.02)-;-) consists of o wide 20' pitch, and a
narrower blind 18' shaft directly below. it the head of the 20' drop a
scramble up into a rift leads to the head of an 'undersround! 25" pitch into
a chember, from which a sumall streamway, 'l;;rl‘th  parallel ox-bouw, runs for
30" or so to a squeeze down into a mine level - containing very deep mude
This was not explored - the originel, blocked, entrance was at the cliff foot.
3"21"71 . Keldheads Cave O.Ce, C .Lu, P e et
The survey was continuecd.
L-L4=71 . Windegg ilinc Ceverns D oCarlisie, C.l., Bellecbury, GelieDoes Seolloy Colis
A "£inal™ photogrophic and surveying trip.
7-4=71« Eller Beck Head Cave JeDeCe, JeCeLs _
The survey was continued, the trip being terminated by light failurc.
S=L=71. Keldheuus Cave J DaCay GaiiaDey Gole
The survey wa ccmplctcﬁ" (seec Journal 4). :
11/12/13/1 /1 5—1L—71 « £11% nen Leac Valley, Isle of Skye Coa o.,,c._J,,Iu =
See article under 'New Expluratlons .
26-L-71. idslaby JJet Mine, nre Thitby. FeFeRe, Do¥e
In eve.,ning trlp, inspection and survey of ©ld jet workings, N7 850.087,
near Whitby. 4 total of 460' of passagc, Dostlw dry and roomny.
8- ‘?1 v-‘i:'lrrale Can, CFORO, Gouu
Harehope Qu:xrry, now avidly devouring Jzcaob's Well Cave, was VlSltbu, and
also Stanhope Dene, where an old wine in Reahope Burn, in which a genuine
subterranean white rebbit was encountercd, and fraguents of a cave at
NY 988.410 (remnsnts of Heatheryburn Cave?), the longest c.30', were explorcd.
15=5-71 . Great Dun Fell C.C.,, P.F.R-
Lt NY’(OL 322, a littl: digping opened the top of a 5 dl”ﬂut&r heavily fluted
shaft 35' deep, with o way on at the bottom. On L:L‘ttlt Dun F:1l, following the
Main ILimestone outcrop round, 2 sink at NY 703.325 found, where a
hazardous descent of 35' through boulders reached o r:_f‘t choked with dead snu,p.
3-6-71« Faggergill CoC., P.FoRe¢, D.Stephenson.
The Horse Level, and about 100' of the small natural cave cut near the enticnce,
were surveycda.
17-7-71« Sugltwill Beck Cave CoCoy Cali
Primarily a phuto;_rnpnlc tripe The r. branch of Hnllowcen Passage, at the
and of Handwrecker Scries, the 'far end' of the cave, was pushed for o further
20' to where the rift closed in coupletely.
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25=7=71 . Ki:ktlc Cavea D.Racks‘sraw,- GoDe

Surveying trip.
1=-8~71. Dcvis Hole liine, Grlntun. CeCey Cole
Continuation of dll ging activities.,

2-8-71. Eweleop West Cave., JeColiey, PoFoRe

See elsewhers ~ 'breakthrough' at the digs.

-8"'71 « Kirkdale Cave RGEa, GeSo

Surveying trip. :

7-8-71. Eweleop Scar area C.L., P.JF.Re
Exploration and survey of Eweleap Test Cave, and Fuxglove Pot, completeds
8'—8“?1 . {Q’lebu:q_l Mine Cave. Cac o9 JnDoGo, SnH‘u, |55
&\ photograghic trip.

20-8-71. Jdack Scar Cavee ReBey, Gedo

Survey and explorstion - see elsewhere.

21-8-71. ITovergill Covess. deleCo; PoFoRe
Surveying coumenced - see elsewhere.

29-B-71+ Vinde;j¢ Mine Caverns. CcCoy doDeCo, Colo

Photcgraphic trip.

1-9-71. West Scrafton Fot. Beliobson, ReEo, GoSe

3L/ 6/ TE -9-T1 » 411t nen Ieoc Valley, Isle of Skyc. JoDeitkings, JeDeCo, T <Re
See article.-in '"New Explorations' sectione
14.'*9‘-?1 .. CD:LC.L BI'U“_“I'GL s & Oo, Colie
Drau&htlng Hole, NZ 00E. 092, on the plateau NW of Jinglepot Hole, was reburned
to, and proved to cleosc down 15' beyond the previcus limit., This heole. tight,
35' deep and c.80' long, at times enits o very considersble draught, but
there seenms little chance eof following ite.

L-9-71. Swindale Totse Jesiey SoHs, PoHollowaye

5"9"?‘1 . Brbkuﬂ Rl t ,E‘E..-'t Jo‘- og Cuun’ 3 :Ele, Ieﬁ-o, GaL-

To locate this elusive hule, continue west fron Summer Lodpe (Crackpot)
for 1 mile up Bloody Vale, where stream veers off to r. keep l. for guarter
of a mile to stream sink. 25' from streanm sink is pothole entrance, 30!
ladder pitch into rift and chamber, 40' long, unsafe boulders, good stol.
6-9-T1« God's Bricge River Cove. DeRo, GoS.
Water levels were too high to push wither upstrerm or downstream end.
15-9-71 . Lovergill Coves. J«DeCey P.Fohs
See elsewicre — the duck in the Resurgence Cave was passcd.
18-9-71+ loverpgill Cavese. Poeile, sioHoy DaFoRe
4 surveying trip prccoeding the MSG annual dinner at Castle Bolton.
-9~ . _Green Rigg Pot, 7ild Boar Fell. JeDiCey P.F.Ro
Previcus descriptions of this pot are somewhat incorrect — the entrance P;tch
is 33' in a1l (the first 10" climbeble), not 55'. The cnd of the system
a very tlgnt wet crawl, without any draught at all., 25' of low bedding wcre
gained in the oppc-ite dircction to the main passage, at the foot of the entrance
piteh, ending low and Chokcd.
25-9-7M . Grange Gill Cove, Vensleydalee Jeiiey JeDoCoy PoFoRo
Grange Gill Cave, SD 92& 513, was found, a small risin; crve, quite rcomy
initially, end 70' long in all,
30-9-7M1 « chk_Scar_Qave.-P,Hn, M.G.Wg, CeSe
See elsewherc.

840-71 . God's Bridge River Cave. CnCe, PeHoy GoSe
Both upstream nnd downstream limits wore cxtended: — sce clsewhcres
13-10-71+« PFoduoor Caves. PHey MaGelie, GoS.
See eclsewhere.
22-10-71 . Vindegg iiine Cnverns. P.H., G.S.
Yet again.
30-10-7M1. Eller Beck Heod Cave. PoH., G.S.
The survey was Cui}lﬂt@ end Wort Sewcr forced 10' further to where it closcd
coupletely. & total of 3hr 20min, was spent inmersed in this task,
30-10-71« Trough Scars Coves. Jelsy, CeDay, FoF:Re

Various featurcs of interest were noted (i.e. nothing worthwhile ﬂonc)
141-71. Jack Scar Cave. P.H., D.Rs; GoSo

e e e

See elsewhere.
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3-11-71. Hazlebadge ares, Derbyshire. D.Gibbons, K.Orford, F.F.R., M.Stockwell.
Inaugural trip of the small 'Southern Pemnine Branch' - reports on these
activities should appear at scue future date.

10411-71. Hazlebadge arens DeGoy KOy P.FRo, MoS,

12-11-7 . Pricrsdale Cave. C.C., P.F.R., 1.Gibson, R.lce, ...Trcunrtha.
University of Newcastle Caving Club had a fortnight previously extenced the
cave by several hundred feet. Sec elscwhere for full report.

13-11=-M. Priorsdalc Cave. P.Ho., PF.Ro, GoSe

17-11-71 ._Pictor End Ceve, Hazlebadge. MeS., P.F.R.

This interesting ceve-cun-uine was surveyed, 290' long, 45' deep.

27-11-71 . Vindwmore Fnd Cave. P.Ho, P.F.Re

Yet another survey coupleted.

1-42-71. Stoney Middleton, Derbyshire. DeG., J.Hebershan, K.O., P.F.R., i3,
Banforth Hole visited, and the lower (flooded) entrsnce to Carlswoark Cavern
entered, in misteke.

"-l-_ 12_‘?1 N Ell}ﬁll}_c_{u‘@‘:[_'?_- G.Co, PeHo

Digging comuenced at the base of the ‘ouble mine shaft on the strean bank
above Flushiemere House, which in 1967 had been open, and led into natural
passages, and has since partially run in,

8-12-71. Carlswark Covern. D.G., K.0., P.I.R.

11-12-71. _Flushienere. C.C., P.Ho

Digging continued, and then sbandoned, due tc a superabundance of liquid mud,
The shaft is very unsafe.

11-12-71. Swinhope Burn. Jol., PoFeR.

Swinhopeburn Cave, NY 889,342, surveyed, 70' long, no prospects. Elph Cleugh
Pot, so far 50' long and 25' deep, very unstoble, found, NY 831 .34 .
15-12-71 . Elpha Green Caves, sllendale. L.He, P.F.R,

Survey commenced.

18-12-71. Elpho Greecn Coves. Jewey, CoCoy S.H., C.L., P.F.R.

Survey completed

26-12-T1 . Lovergill Resurgence Cavee JoDelo, -.oHe

J«D.C. reached the end of the extension of the cave.

30=12-71. Priorsdele Cave. CiCsy PFRoy GeSe

A seven hour survey trip, made even more ardous by the fact that the road up
to Priorsdale was blocked by snow, and the party had to flounder through snowy
forests to reach the cave,

e . B . . —— —— - = = o -
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Khazad-dun, J-ﬁustralia'n Depth Record 1971 .

In MSG Journal L4 was published an article describing the exploration
of Tassie Pot ('The Deepest Pothole in .ustralia'), which then clained the
Australian depth record at -850'. This exploratiocn was led by FPhilip Robinson,
one of the 'founder nmembers' of MSG, and active with us fron 1966 to Lsuust
1970, when he left England to work as a rescarch chemist in Hobart, Tasu'mlc -
There he Joined the Tasm,nlan Caverneering Club, and has sent back many
reports of their activities. Tassie Pot, a dry, predominantly vertical systenm,
only held the depth record for a few months. '

The successor tec Tassie Pot was an ac ive sink syster, ot first labelled
JF L/5 ( according to the system of recording caves in this, the Junee-
Florentine, area), but, as exploration proceeded, named Khazad-dum.
Exploration took a considerable time, since many attempts had to be abandoned
due to the force of water on the waterfall pitches in the strecmway, but
the systenm was eventually bottoned on Saturday 18th December, 1971, and
Philip has sent the original advance party report on this trip, written
immediately afterwards, which is transcribed below. However, a little nore
information on the system and area (extracted from various previous ‘letters
and copies of the T.C.C. newsletter) will set the scene for this account
of the final assault.

Khazad-dun is a major stream sink, resurging at the Junee resurgence
(a very large rising fed by nany sinks - the cave here is sumped 300' in,
and has been dived for a further 550', and depth 55'), which is 11,250'
in linear distrnce frou Khazad-dwi, and 1,257' lower. The Southern
Hemisphere depth record is at present held by Harwpod Hole, New Zenland,
which is 1,210' deep, and it had beon hoped that Khazad-dum mipht just _
beat this figure. In the exploraticn, initinl difficulties were encountered
with the heavy waterfalls near the entrence, and bolts were fixed to ennble
a climb out of the water. However, a rcute aveiding this was found, via
a 15" scaling pole climb to an upper passage, of walking size to a 10' ladder
piteh, followed by a 100' rape piteh, a climb over locse rocks, and then -
a 92' free-hanging l-dder pltch. L further 70" pitch entered the strean
passage, which was followed dewn to a 95' pitch, rigred 20' away from the
waterfall. The streanwsy, or riverwny, continued for c¢.1,000', 10' wide and
in places 80' hirh. The next six pitches are 2ll wet, but of no rreat lenth,
20', 30', 15', 28', 25' and 30'. & fortnight before the finnl assault, bolts
for belays were ploced at the heads of nost of these pitches. 4t the foat exig
the lost 30' pitch wos = seventh waterfall piteh, of some depth. This point
had been reached in March 1971, and cne member of the party had manared to
descend 30', before being forced back by the volume of water falling. St the
head of this pitch, on the same trip, a route had becn found leading to a deep
dry shaft. ifter this visit, the Tasmanian winter had forced a halt in
the exploration, until December. Plans were to descend the deep dry piteh, in
the hope that it would rejoin the streamway below the final waterfalle...

Acdvance Party Report (Thil Robinson)
P.Robinson (leader), P.Shaw, K.Kiernan, Chris Harris, Gracme Watt.

On Sat. 18th Docember, at 7-00 p.n. the K.D. swip pool was finally
reached at a depth estinated near 1,020' - another .ustralian record. 1t
was a great triumph of teamwork and orpanisation. liuch credit nust go to
the support perty nuibering 15 - 16 during the weckend. Without their help
the attemnpt would have proved utterly fruitless.

The two previous weekends (both wet) saw the cave laddercd to the
-720' level. «n extra 200' of lader and 360' of rope were st clro;. in the
streanvay at -530'. Saturday norning sva nine cavers heading for Khazad-dun
prayin; heavily that the weather would at lest ive us o break. L8 Brian
Cullin and Andrew Skimmer lined the forward tean down the 92' drce hanrer,
Bill ond Tom stayed just inside the entrance to test the telephonc. During
the day this was fixed frow the rain forest canp site to the streninmy
450" down.
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Without tackle the streanway was soon reached. The water was lower,
yet still higher than last summer. The asseult was on. The five waterfall
pitches were descended smoothly, to the last 30'. Here a bolt was driven in,
taking the ladder just behind the fall. This was en unpleasant long cold
wait. This wet pitch is the most unpleasant and exciting of all. :bseils
were fairly swift. Gear was lowered, and 'Brew Chamber', at -840' was
reached. Inmediately the glutton and gourmet society sitorted work, this
sheltered section being a relief from the cold windy streauway (woter
tenperature was 7°C (4L5°F).

The big dry shaft was reconnoitred. The bottou and walls of the chasn
could not be seen, and stones thrown down werc only vaguely hcard. Yet
another bolt was installed for an easy belay. There are few solid rock flakes
or boulders in Khazad-dum. 180' of ladder was lowered, and FPhilip prepared
to descend. Would we pass -1,000' down s
this piteh? At 50'-60' from the top a . L
high waterfall came crashing in 20'-30' 30" . .
from the ladder. The pitch is 125'. pitch | = & B
This waterfall was obviously the one T fqest
on which Kevin had retreated in 70" AR “piteh
March 71, 30' dovm. eerPa ] Iy; ] ' /

. Chris also descended. Very 51 Ll /s‘tcc-p mud and
exclted we pressed on, clambering over L 3 rock slove
boulders to the streamway apain. The f- i ¥
passage is 20'=30' high and wide, Ay
flat-rocfer with sand banks to one side. o
The passage lowered to crawling in e
water, very stranpge, was this Khazad-
dun?. & bit of froth, then a murky
pool 20' across, disappointment, no )
nore pitches, no mnaster cave. The (Sketch by P.Robinson) .
sunp is very deep. : : . T

Returning about = 'a elinb up e hm__-;‘JJEL,P;vT%PE%EQ%iig?ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ
a stcep sand bank led to a crawl, then S, SARIRATOR
a dry upper passage. This was leading over the sunp, but eventually dropped
down to the pocl again. This was traversei to a passage beyond., This is
blocked after 20' by nmud and flood debris. Another small passrope was followerdl
just above the sump for 200'=300', leading upwrrd, unpromaising. This became
tirht and jagged and was not pushed fully.

Returning to the foot of the pitch, an estimatec of 50'-60' vertical
distance was made. & steep slope high up opposite the pitch luodked as if it
led to a large cavern. This would need steps cuttin; in the mud to reach
the top. 4+ good line was appreciated back up the pitch. The 100' dree
hanging section is spectacular, anidst blackness and a feeling of depth.
There were mixed feelings - relief at reaching the botton, and also
disenchantuent about there beinyg neo miles of cave to explore.

The pitches were derigred, and the tackle hsulel back to the basec
of the 70' pitch (450' dowm}. Nine bags were left for the bin support
party to remove on Sunday. The forest comp site was contacted via telephone,
and a belay arranged on the 92' free hanger. This 1ms very much appreciated.

The surface was reached at sbout 2.00 a.n., slter a pleasantly tirin:
14 hour trip. Ve returned once more to the Junee homestend, thonkful that
the support tesnm and not us would pull 820' ladder, 960' rope, 2 telephones,
krebs, slings end bolting gear, out of Khazad-dum lster din the doy. '

LR ]

Y e
> Sump pool.
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Lead Levels in Gunnerside Gill

The various o0ld lead workings in the Gumnerside Gill area have long been
of interest to some members of M.S.Ge, especially so through their proximity
to the Group's cottage at Winterings. Accounts of two of these levels follow,
written for this Journal by Peter Jackson (Editor, Northern Cavern and Mine
Research Society).

Notes on Blind Gill Ievel Peter Jackson.

Blind Gill Ievel lies 2% miles MNW of Gurnerside in Swaledale on the
south side of Blind Gill, a western tributary of Gumnerside Gill, the
entrance lying at NGR NY 9345.0180 at an altitude of approximately 1500 £t
above 0D, ;

Surface Notes

Adjacent to the stone-arched entrance is the remains of a small single
storey shop whose walls are now only standing to a height of about 0.5 m.
The gill close to the level entrance has been culverted, the dump filling the
whole of the gill and there is alsc another dump to the east and south of the
entrance, in Gummerside Gill, prcbebly once reached by a railway on a small
hillside ledge. There are no visible remains of bunkers or ore dressing
facilities. A steep, marrow track comnects the level entrence with the track
from Gumnerside to Blskethwaite Smelt-mill.

(Ba. note - the keystone in the entrance arch to the level bore initinls
and a date, somewhere around 1750 (2). This carved stone was removed, probably
in the early 1960's.)

Underground Details.

The entrance crosscut to Blind Gill vein initially runs approximately
WSW for LOOm. in a straight line. The first 34. . of the crosscut are
stone-arched and the section up to 6m. from the entrance has collapsed, holding
back water for a considersble distance along the crosscut, which is made to
generous horse-level proportions of at least 2.25 ue high and 1.25 me wide.

LOO m. from the tail the crousscut turns towerds the 87, passes a rise
on the south side, cuts Blind Gill vein and passes the west side of the vein
at 5 me. from the rise. At the point where the crosscut cuts the vein a
collapse has occurcd and immediately above this point a blind rise goes up
for about 8 me. To the SE of this peint a drift rums along the vein 4.9 m.
above the horse-level for 13 m. to a run-in.

Northwest from the base of the blind rise a drift runs for 115 n. to
a run-in. There are numercus small stope workings and higher drifts in the
vein, none of which run for any distance, and 30 m. fron the rise there is a
crogscut to the NE which ends at a forehead in 11 m. The level sole shows
signs of subsidence in many sections. Approximately 10 m. from the run-in a
crosscut runs north for about 14 m. and cuts a string perallel to the main vein
which is followed by a drift for 42 w. to a forehead, with small stopes above
the level en route. Close to the forehead crosscuts run IE and SW ; the SW
one ending in a forehead and the NE one cutting ancther string parallel to
the mein vein which is followed NW for 25 m. t0o & run-in rise passing another
rise at 9 m., on the west side, which gives access to small workings. & drift
off the NE crosscut ends in s sump about 8 m. deep vhose extent is nct known
by the author.

From the base of the blind rise where the entrance crosscut cuts the
vein, a crosscut contimues in an irregular S¥W direction for about 115 m. to
a forehead, passing at 4 m. a susp on the south side which is choked at
a depth of 2 m. , and a drift from the head of the sunp runs for 10 u. in
a SE direction to a run=-in.

Geological Notes.

The entrance crosscut is driven in a plate bed which is probably the
plate below the Undersett (note - the Undersett being a separate bed to the
Undersett Limestone, which is lower in the 56quence], and cuts the Blind
Gill vein which is striking approximately NW. The west side of the vein is
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a limestone and is probably the Main Limestone. The vein is acconpanied

on its eastern side by a zone of linonitized rock extending for varying
distances from the vein, in which the majority of the vein workings are
driven. When followed to the north the vein degenerates into & series

of parallel strings which show up to 20 mm. of caleite where seen in the
crosscuts, but no other ninerals hnve been seen. The stope workings wander
about the limonitized zone in a haphazard fashion, gencrally sbove the roof
of the level, but it is apparent that in some areas the vein has been stoped
below the level and backfilled. Some of the workings are probzbly in small
flat replacenents.

Mining Bguipmnent.

The majority of the rails and sleepers have been rcnoved from the
workings but odd lengths rewmain and are of 'T' section. & wooden kibhble
in an advanced state of decay lies in the mein crosscut west of the vein,
and 1s accompanied by short lengths of galvanized air pipe. 4 small iron
w edge has also been recovered. Two wagons which (1) in 1962 were standing
where the main crosscut cuts the veln, are not now visible.

Comuent.

The well engineered entrance crosscut contrasts with the poor nature
of the vein and lsack of any well developed orebody and it is probsble
that Blind Gill Ievel was a failure as a mining venture, further evidence
for which is supplied by the lack of remains of any surface plant.

Historical Supplement.

I have been unable to find any details of the history of Blind Gill
level, in published literature. However, onc rcference (2) supplies soue
useful information. In 1864 the Blakcthwaite Co. held the mining lesse of
the area to the west of Gunnerside Gill, and this was wourd-up in 1867.
The -.D. Company, formed in 1873, included Blind Gill ILovel in its loase,
and some work was being carried out in the level from Priscilla Ievel by
4 men, in late 1875. In 1876 good ore was found at a rise in the level and
men transferred from elsewherc to work it.

The continuation of the entrance crosscut to the west of the vein
is referred to as Reynocldson's Crosscut, driven between 1896 and 1898 as
a prospect for veins to the west of Blind Gill vein, and, as is cbvious
underground, was a complete failure,

A plan of 1892 (2) shows that both sumps were driven as rises fron
Priscilla level, = vertical distance of 40.34 u. (22 fothoms).

A Counent on Freservation.

It is beyond my understanding why 2 certoin group who profess to be
interested in mine preserveation, have left their initisls at the forchead
of Reyucldson's Cresscut.

References
(1) S.H.Jackson, MSS., Calverley.
(2) P.W.Crobtree, Sir Francis Minc, Pt.1 . Ceve Science V., 33, p.1-18. 1963

These notes are based on a visit to the mine of ALth March 1972,

i Note on Barbara Ievel

During 1964, whilst carrying out a ficld dnvestipgation of the wines
in Gumnerside Gill, it was found that the entrance to Earbara Level vas
blocked. This level lies on the east side of Gunnerside Gill at N.G.Re
NY G42.006., at an approximate altitude of 1450 ft. above C.D.
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The blockage at the level entrance was caused by screc material
which had come down from the adjacent scar formed by the Main Limestone,
and had evidently not been disturbed for many years.

On the 1st November a return visit wes nade in order to excavate
the entrance, and this was relatively easy as the scrce naterial had merely
filled the entrance, and had not caused a collopse.

On the following weekend, 8th November, tiic level was explored and
surveyed underground. The level is driven in the llain Limestone and runs
in & straight line, as far as may be explored, in rn spproximate eastward
direction. 35 yards from the entrance is a rise on the north side, which was
unclisbable. Adjacent to the rise, on the south sile, were two short
side levels which had both run~in within a couple of yards. 42 yards from
the risc, the level was arched for 17 yards, followed by a short unarched
section of 5 yards. The arching commenced again, dbut further progress was
stopped by a complete block, in 2 yards. This block was caused by large
blocks of limestone, associated with clay, dropping from the rcof, and is
not a recoamended dig.

Adjacent to the entrance, there are several clay-filled joints
crossing the level, some of which have been utilised by rabbits. Rails
and sleepers have been removed from the level.

In order to secure the entrance, large stones were placed in the
hole, and the scree pushed over them, so that access could be
accomnplished relatively quickly if ever necessary.

Personnel,
Excavation and exploration were cerried out by 4.D. and C.FP.Benn,
with S.H. and P.Jackson.

Peter Jackson, May 1972.
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Index of Cave Surveyc in this Journal.
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Priorsdale Cave 10-11 Windegg Mine Caverns
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Dark, deep, and cold the current flows
Unto the sea where no wind blows,
Seeking the land which no one knows.

- from 'Plaint' (Fbenezer Elliott 1781 - 1849)



