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In those sad words I took farewell  

Like echoes i n  sepulchral h a l l s  

A s  drop by drop the water f a l l s  

I n  vaults and catacombs, they f e l l  

And, fal l ing,  i d l y  broke the perce 

O f  hearts tha t  beat  fron day . .  to  . &y, 

Half -conscious of the i r  'dying clay, 

And those cold crypts where they s h a l l  cease. 

- from ' I n  ibIer.iori,m', Alfred Lord Tennyson. 



Editor 's  Conmen&. 

1111 the usual tine-consuaing d i f f i c u l t i e s  end delays i i i e r e n t  i n  
the production, by a very small caving club with l i t t l e  in the m y  of 
f inancia l  resources, of a journal such as this, have meant that  the 
publication date is  s i x  months l a t e r  than i t  should have been. i~ppearing 
i n  June 1 972 ( a t  l e a s t  this l a s t  s tencial  is bein? tyi3ed i n  June, with 
optimism that  the remaining tzsks can be dea l t  with :..iithin the month), 
t h i s  Journal is  a record of LEG a c t i  . , i t i e s  during the year I 971 . 

In  terms of human resources, the Group currently has a'aout a dozen 
members, several  of whoia zire only avcilable f o r  caving during univcrslity 
and college vacations. l\levertheless, a considerable anount of uscful 
work has b ~ e n  cczrried out  during the year. Perh~ips thc nost s i p S i c c m t  
work i s  tha t  i n  the unique Yindegg Ih!ine Caverns (which begail i n  1 970 - 
s -e ' Preliminary Iieport' i n  Jc-a-nc?l 4, kiay I 971 ) . Also chronicles are 
a variety of smaller nem discoveries and 'extensions' i n  the Nortncrn 
.Dales erea, and in the A l l t  nan Zeac area of the I s l e  of Skye. 

This Journal contains more than twice as  m,my surveys as any of 
i t s  four predecessors. The cover, which v r r i l l  doubtless h.ve aroused some 
reaction before you read th is ,  is  as usaal, the responsibi l i ty  of the 
inimitable J .C  .Longs ts.f f . 

I n  future, J-ournals izay appear rather  l e s s  fleequently than u> to 
now - journal production finznce 2nd tsne has seemed to tako a rather  
inordinate ,mount of t ine and- resources on t h i s  occ~s ion .  However, a 
considerable ari:oimt of material h3.s alrezdy accunulc.ted f o r  J0ur1~~1.l 6 - 
: E s s  t e r  1 972 saw over q u ~ x t e r  of a n i l e  of new Northern Dales Cave found. 
The LiSG 'saga of wringing new cave out  of the Northcrn Dales ' (tkznks to 
'Descent' f o r  th is  quote) s t i l l  continues . . . . . . , . . . P f R  
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N E W  EXPKRAT10NS ANE SURVEY I{!-. --- --- 
E l l e r  Beck Head Cgve 

A n  account of the exploration of E l l e r  Beck Heed Save can be found i n  
M.S.G. Journal 4. (p. 5-6), bu t  61lro tasks remained to be completed a t  the t ine 
of t h i s  publication - the completion of the survey, z i ~ d  the "pusl?ingt' of 
VJorm Sewer, a strongly in-draughting and u t t e r l y  f i l t h y  crawl. It was  not u n t i l  
30th October 1 971 that Graham Stevells and Pete Hollo-~ay, in a f i t  of enthusiasm 
once more sampled the watery del ights  of "E.B,H," and f inished the work there. 

TTorm Sewer, be;-ond the l imi t  of previous exploration, mas found to  
continue f o r  a mere 1 0 ' , before dividing into a choked rift on the l., and 
a f issure,  taking the strong dra~:~ht ,  b u t  only a few inches wide, s t r a i$ i t  
ahead. The survey ("due to the depfn and temperature of the l iquid  
environment unusual problems of co~nmunicction vfer e encountered, caused b ~ r  
involuntary jaw movements" - P,H,) was duly completed, and here appears, 
The "main l ine" is Grade 4, bu t  some of the s ide passages, only entered by 
one thin waterproof explerer (G.S .) are  only sketched i n  (Grade 1 ), sFnce 
they proved e i the r  too t igh t  o r  generally too inhospitable to  entice ofner 
members into,  Total length of the system is a700ut 650' - a l i t t l e  l e s s  than 
estimated, but conditions were hardly idea l  f o r  an accurate and considere3 
estimation, ...................................... 

This system (one of the most norJiherly i n  the Pennines), on the 
west bank of the ST-cinhope Burn, i n  the valley of the East Allen, is ascribed 
a length of 1 1 0 ' by ' Pennine Ciider groundr . 1\11 .S ,Go survey i n  Tkcember 1 971 
gave a length of exactly seven t ines  this, with four  entrances to  the system. 

Very br ie f ly ,  the cave consists of a dry se r i e s  with three entrznces, 
one (quite t igh t )  i n  the qmrry  face, and t7Jw i n  the s trean bculk just  over 
the wall  from the quarry. One passage in th i s  s e ~ i e s ,  a cravjl, on the occ;asion 
of our v i s i t ,  over a dead and odious rabbi t  (hence ; ~~jrxorilr?tosis Passage' ), 
leads to a ' T r  - j k c  t ion  with the s~f;rear~i~~m-y~ Do~m trem.1, via  a low cr-,awl and 
a boulder strewn chamber, leads -b 'Xuckle Entrance', a t i gh t  squeeze between 
boulders out onto the ~ i v e r  bLmk ( th i s  had to  be "gc-i-dened" a l i t t l e ,  and may 
wel l  be ne7~). Upstream is mostly hands-mil-!mees c r ~ ^ ~ ~ r ~ l i n g  along low canals, 
wel l  decorated i n  p k c e s ,  vnL\ one notable eroding s-tzlagliite p i l l a r .  A duck 
is by-passed on the r. viz  c high l eve l  clm~iiber, an& a fur ther  high leve l  chu!ber, 
'Penguin Chamber' , is quite inpressive in its diiiiensioils (25' long ;>.rid 1 5' high) 
in comparison with the remainder of the system. The s tl-ea.rI1way was follo1:~ed 
to  a 9" high bec?ding, made ra ther  odious by faninjnrd debris (peathe$ ~ n d ) ,  
proof of connection with a furJ&er hole in the quarry face, riiuch frequented by 
hens. A t  t h i s  hole a met bedcTbng crawl could have been entered, but  t h i s  too I-ms 
cansidered somewhat unhealthy. The survey shows a distance of c .50' between the 
trim points, but the connection i s  certain, and rnay well  be passable. 

On the ,I I t h  Septer~3er 1 969 Colin Carson ,md Peter Ryder took leave of 
t h e i r  fellow r e ~ i d e n t s  a t  Xnterings t o  vmlk up Gunnerside G i l l ,  i n  tne vague 
hope of finding sometliin- new. imongst n feu s m a l l  holes noted f o r  f u t ~ r e  
reference ~:?.s one half tfi~?.jr up a gully on the west s ide  of the gorge of 
Gunnerside G i l l ,  i n  the Main Li..nles-i;one, rt Eweleap Scar. 

Ii I ~ S  the 8th 2lu?,ust I 970 before PFR returned to Eweleap, and entered 
the s:iall  cave, recched by cln easy scramble up the g ~ l l y .  Rather than 3- mere 
r i f t  caused by the slj.lgin:i of the rock face - which might have been expected 
fron its posit ion - t h i s  was a 'zenuinef phreatic passage, nicely scalloped, 
i n i t i a l l y  4' high and 1 ' 6" wide. 1 5 ' i n  v a s  a junction - to  the 1. a choked 
tube running Back 'io~mrds the c l i f f  face, to  the re a descending r i f t  



- which ~ i l i & t  j us t  be passable f o r  a thin czver - l e ~ d i n g  to a pi tch 
estimated a t  1 5' - 20' deep, ,and s t r a i a t  aheni a tube, a f t e r  n few f e e t  
blocked to within 9. couple of inches of its roof with smd. 

The next day, PFR returned with Johns Longs t d f  and Cooper, ,-ad the 
a t t i r e d  i n  bmnd ne~: vet-suit ,  v ~ s  induced to enter the ccve ?ad 

attack the snnd cholce. Shortly succumbilg to hect (the cave being completely 
dry), he rGtreated, t o  be inser ted in to  ~ a o t h e r  hole the reniainder of the 
par ty had ne,m.rhile found, i n  the same gully i?s Ev~eleap iTiest Cnve, but  15' 
higher up. This smnl-l slit,  behind - h g e  foxglove, proved to drop into 
a roony sl?rLft 35' decp, with 1 2 '  from the bottom a chczber opening off, 
leading into an >wending choked r i f t  , T h i s  new pothole was rimed Foxglove Pot. 

h o t h e r  year passed, and again PFR, with John Longst-ff as  "surface p,?rtyU, 
returned, ~ 5 t h  entrenching too l  qnd piton hmaer, to -tbLck the choke. Ihlf 
a n  hour of digging, pad breakthrough -VJ?-S achieved, a squeeze up in to  2- ti$t 
crawl floored with LnriiEted sand deposits, sonevrhclt consolidated i n  the 
topuiost Layers with c d c i t e ,  and is pb-ces p.n.she6 away below th is .  This crax?l 
continued f o r  20' o r  so, before tmning sharp i.. into n L ~ g e r  r i f t ,  vrith a 
steeply descending flawstone f loor .  2 f t e r  1 5' t h i s  abruptly ended in a 
ve r t i ca l  vvall. of f i l l ,  ~ v i t h  on the r ,  an arch in to  an avcn c h ~ ~ ~ b e r ,  about 8' 
in diameter, rad 25' high to  where a s tendy d r i z ~ l e  of m-ter  f e l l  throupb 
wedged boulders forrling the roof. A t  the f a r  s ide  of the aven was a ~1ila11 hole 
a t  f loor  level,  through which thrown stones f e l l  f o r  25t o r  so, L frenzied 
a t t n c ~  on the s o f t  flowstone ,and debris of tbe f loo r  i.r.sulted i n  this hole 
being e& rged to accessible proportiolzs, bu-t a ladder ms obviously required, 
so n r e t r e a t  was made. The ph-en.tic F1?.sszpe, beyond the entry t o  the aven, 
was vis ible  continuing above tihe s i l t  f i l l ,  but ms too t igh t  to  follow without 
digging the f l o o r  away. m e  s m r l l  p,?sso,c abovc the P i l l ,  wel l  decoratecl with 
s t r a w s  :lad s n a l l  coluums, could bc sipbte6- along f o r  15' or  20', ~ & d  a t  the 
l i n i t  of vis ion did see]? t o  enlr-rge soilievht - :)ut a l o t  of digging v:ould be 
required to  get that far .  

Five days l c t e r ,  on the 7 th  L u ~ u s t ,  Chris Langthome ,and ElFTi entered the 
cave, and dragged 50' of ladder, ,and ropes, t h o u &  the t igh t  crawl. The pitch 
'inzas laddered - from a belay more inagined than real ,  which required the 
constant presence of a boot as  something of a sdeguard. CL struggled through 
the t i @ t  W e  of f ,  &and descen&ed a 26' pi tch in to  a to tn l ly  b l ind  s h ~ f  t, 
Thus Eweleap Scar ?Test Cave ended, as the survey made on the vmy out  showed, 
1 1 5' long and 39' dt:ep. Foxglove Pot was surveyed as  well, 55 ' long and 
37' deep. 

The two c i rcuhr  aven chambers of B1e1ec.p West Cave, zncl the s i~~i ibx 
cavity forriling the main pa r t  of Foxglove Pot, appear to be of the "Pohl-cell" 
type, b v i n g  developed indepen&mtly of, and presumably l a t e r  than, the 
phreatic rifts f o r ~ ~ i n c  the na jor i ty  of the Cave, which have a t  some time 
bc en v i r tua l ly  co~lpletcly choked with f i l l ,  r t  present being removed. There 
is appzrently no connection between the Cave 2nd Foxglove Pot, despite thc i r  
proximity. 

Eweleap Scar Pot, on the opposite (i.e. east)  s ide of the G i l l ,  w i l l  
be described in  a fu ture  publication - this is an interest ing l i t t l e  system 
comprisin~_ three si.lrrll pi'cches 2nd a se r i e s  of small passages, f i n a l l y  
opening into an old mine leve l  7 ; r i t l l  c7m&crousl;r decp mud. 

The small amount of ~jrork dsne i n  Pad-noor Caves, here describeC, marks 
the beginning of MSG ~ c t i ~ i t i e s  i n  the North :fork lvloors area, the general 
prospects in which were discussed in an  carticle by S t m z t  Hodgson ( " ~ o r t h  of 
the Vale of Pickcring") in NLSG Journal 3 .  i- survey of Kirkdale Cave has a l so  
bccn conpleted, and- should cppe~u' i n  2- future publicaJcion. 

Fadnloor Caves a r e  s i t m ' e d  in L ,̂ ssncll Zinestonc quarry on the east  s ide  
of the Fadnloor t o  Radbnd roall, jusJc north of tne vi l lage of F~~dnioor, both 
entrances being i n  the south-ezst corner of the ciwrry. The caves were 
f i r s t  described by R,H,Fhyes, in the 'Br i t ish Cever', To1.9 (I 942), i n  the 





a r t i c l e  "Iiychle Caves (pP.j6-&3), along ~*,ritn a sketch plan. Hayes 
describes the f i r s t  cxve ~s ending i n  a roof f a l l ,  and the second as  being 
blocked by boulders 1 2' in. Evidently a t  some t ine  since 1 942 the quarry 

been s l i g h t l y  extencled, sections of each cave rer-loved. Alpparently, 
c .@' of the f i r s t  cave b.s bcen removed (one s ide  of the passage can s t i l l  
be s cen in the quarry face), leaving 1 1 0 ' of cave ( f ron our survey), and 
a section, presuillably that  blocked by boulders, of the second cave, leaving 

open passage 45' long there. 
Cave I has a low e n t r ~ n c e  2 t  a_~c"rry f loo r  lsvel ,  an6 is an '?.ctivet 

fox lair, The passage is quite -son;, varying i n  ~miC1.th from 5' - 7', and i n  
height f m n  3' - .!+I, pessing a p z r t i a l  roof f a l l  (which Ha-res cleared a mray 
throu* in 1941 ), with a small 8' high joint aven on the 1. Cramling pas t  
a f a l l e n  slab containing a f o s s i l  a~ilionite 9" i n  d u r ~ e t e r ,  the passage ended 
choked by n fu r the r  two f a l l e n  slabs. On tne 1 3 tli October 1 971 Graham Stevens 
led a successful assaul t  on th i s  choke, -GO be rer~arded ~ ~ 5 t h  access to  the 
actual fox lair i t s e l f ,  and a t o t r l  of a fur ther  6' of passage, to a bend 
to the l., where the roof dropped to ~ v l t h i n  6" of' the clay f loor .  Digging 
~voulcl a l l m  fur ther  progress, bu t  th i s  could hardly be c l ~ s s e d  as  a 'high- 
pr io r i ty t  s i t e .  

Cave I1 is  about I 0' higher up the quarry face  than Cave I, and 
an obvious entrance 6' hi& grid 4' wide. The i n i t i a l l y  roomy passage leads 
in to  boulder ruckle, through which one c m  crawl f o r  c .I 5', to a bkLl 
choke, seeclingly i n  the m i d s t  of an extensive collapse, 45' frola the entrcance. 

The land to  the south and ep-st of the qwxry appears to  be a very 
smooth, gently t i l t e d ,  ph.teau, ~jvithout shake holes o r  collapse depressions. 
The two caves run pp-rallel, and coulc', wdll join soine7-rhere beyonc the preseSlC 
limits of exploration (which axe only c J0' spat) . The mode of for.r;lntion of, 
,an?. the eventual destinations of the caves is  2. problem which has not yet  
been studied. 

Godt s B r x e  River Ccve ----- . -- ---- 
The God's Bridge area nenr Bo~ires has frequently figured i n  e a r l i e r  

MSG publications. Jourm-1 I (pad Newsletter, zlug.1 967) described tLe are2 
giving a sketch p h  of the surface fertxwes. It also described thc Gocif s 
Bridge River Cnve f i r s t  explored by Durlml~ Cave Club extencled downstrcm 
by MSG in 1 967. Journtt.1 I1 ( 1 968) contc?inec'i thc dSG survey of the cme  shaving 
both upstream and d o v ~ n s t r e ~ ~ l  ends of the stremivray ( the underground River 
~ r e t ~ )  ending i n  sui~ps. Since th i s  time it bs. becom apparent thz-', thc water 
Level i n  thest  s mps v-vied with the wecther . i t  the be~innine; of Septer~ber 
1971 a v i s i t  revealed high vn.ter levels,  bu t  l ? t c r  thnt    no nth a report  was 
received of an t,irspace on the cio~imsti-ew~ surq. Iccor:'-inply, on the 8th O c t ~ b e r  
a n  MSG p,zrty v i s i t &  the cave, and a t  the provious do-~mstrcam l i l z l i t  

negotiated a 6' long duck with 3"-4" airspcce lcadinl; 'LO a roomy contiiyxtion 
of the strean passage . The extension conbLnecl deep via-ter which required 
swirnning, and ended in a dcep floodecl r i f t  no obvious outlet .  30' 
long s ide  p~issnge and an aven contributeci to an estiilateii length of c -1 80' . 

i; v i s i t  to  the upstrem end of the strexiway revealed a lox1 airspace 
where previously the water k d  ilet the roof. The suck consisted of 9" airspcce 
f o r  a d i s  tznce of 3' , then :: rnthcr intrepid 2" airspcce f o r  2' , Beyond zbout 
60' of flooded joint passages vaitli dcep water 3ircr.e founcl ending i n  a r i f t  
~ r i t h  water entcring well  below the vmter surface, g2ving l i t t l e  hope of 
fur ther  extension 77.6 tliout diving. Thes e ex tens ions brinp, the t o t a l  length 
or the cave to  around 2,150'. 

It is hoped to publish a colilplete God's 3ridge nrea survey, shoving 
a l l  the caves, and surface features, a t  soue future d ~ ~ t e ,  and work on th i s  
i s  proceeding. 



Jack Scar Cave 
---.-- 

This cave is situated in a smzll linestone gorge on Hudeshope Beck, 
about a mile north of Middleton-in-Teesdale. iz s n a l l  streard ernerges from 
the eas t  w a l l  of the gorge above t h i s  a cave entrance c~an be found, 
being about 1 5! above the Beck. L~ very deb i l eC  descri,jtion of the cave 
by H.G.Fmctor appeared in 'Caves and Caving', Vol.1 )To .5, Nov. I 938. 
Here, suggestions wtre m~de as to the eas les t  route, bu t  a precis of 
these i n  ' P,U, ' overeinphasises ther.1, giving the i l~press  ive camnanck that 
one shoul i  not descend to the tmter o r  turn ripat!  The forlier cor~inan6 
comments on the narrowness of the s t r e m  ch,annel in the f i r s t  f evii yu-ds 
where easy traversing is  necess~vy; the l a t t e r  co~ilmnnd deprives one of a 
v i s i t  t o  the bl ind aven where the entrcvlce pnssage turns l e f t .  

The gently ~vinc'Ling s t r e m  passrge eventup-lly lea& to a sandy- 
floored chamber having a small annexe with a m r o w  i n l e t  into which a 
water fa l l  descends. Clir~bing up i n  the ,uu?exe a d  moving fommd the top of 
the waterfal l  is rezched soon a f t e r ,  the ?assage widens to w h a t  was 
h i ther to  described as  the final chmber. Proctor describes  he way on as 
too t i g h t  ,after 3- few yc;r<s, ~ n d  suggests a "speleologist  b u i l t  on skeleton 
lines" r i i ~ h t  succeed i n  gett ing fur ther .  

MSG being wel l  endowed v-ith skeletons, has mcide soue progress here. 
The suthor, on h is  seconcf visit to  the ccve (the f i r s t  T-LV-S 1il~2de by candle- 
l i g h t  13 years ago) passed 40' of crp-wl to  a corner where the passage turned 
l e f t  and widened a l i t t l e ,  10' of c l e c o ~ ~ t e d  pcssage ler!. to another corner 
where the passage turned r igh t  aid resueci  i t s  original direction an6 
narrowness, About 25' of cravl, t i gh te r  than the f i r s t  one, led to  a 
constr ic t ion which coulcl. not be passed. :,bout 3' beyon2 the passsge , 

widened s l igh t ly  and continueci tantalisingly in to  the r?istance where a 
cascade could be heard, clinb i n  the roof cf the f2.iV-l chazber leads into 
a s n a l l  passcge which runs above the s t re~ .m~:~y,  ?ad is passable f o r  c,20t 
before n slab prevents progress. 

On the next v i s i t  three i\BG skeletons the f i r s t  squeeze i n  
the s treillnway, and proveil tha t  the constr ic t ion was i10 t a - i ~ ~ b l e  to  
ha:!iLiering. As tipley re'c~eatecf the 3To ,I skeleton discoverecl a roof passage 
that could alniost be entercd. On h i s  fourkh and 2:s t v i s i t  No .% skeleton, 
vrea ing thinner clothes, passed the squeeze and entered the roof psssage. 
This proved passable with ~ W f i c u l t y  f o r  c .I 8' where the diff  i c u l t i , : ~  
( t i .g~tness ,  projections ancf absence of a f loor )  made r e t r e a t  pruden-c, a t  a 
point short  of the constriction 2t  strecam level. On this t r i p  MSG ha& loan 
of a f e r r e t  fro2 a well-known Inncashire club. He confir1~1e~- that  extremities 
had been reachcc? a t  'oo th  s t r e m  and roof level, 5 u t  liis enthusias1.1 :ias 
greater  than h i s  experience, 2nd he entered the h i ther to  well  decorated 
grotto z t  the dovmsti-em1 en? of the roof passage. 

Thus, progress in J x k  Scar w i l l  nost  prob~.bly require the use of 
explosives. The or igin of the stream h2.s not yet been t r ~ c e ? ~ ,  wid the passage 
kas qui te  n cross-sectiom-1 area. Presently, hovvcver, t h i s  nsea is 
Largely 13ade up of height and laos t of tl-n wiath i s  impassabljr m-rroTu. 
Presu~ably, as  the passa:,e f loor  ascends, and the nui-iber of linestone beds 
i n  which the pnssage is cut  diminishes, the width shuuld increase. This is  
borne out  by the lower and wider p.)-ssage in the iAlic?dle reaches of fne cr?ve. 
Tnus, there i s  sorie prospect of eas ie r  going, if the present l i r n i t  can be 
passed. The tofx-1 lenzth of p~ssc-ge is  presently zibout 450'. 





Lover G i l l  is a t r i b u b r y  of C l i f f  Beck, f a l l i n g  steeply hto that 
val ley from the south, having its heads-mters h i& on the f Z a s  of Lovely 
Seat, the f e l l  to  the eas t  of Cliff  Beck, a ~ d  tlie Buttert&s h s s  . Three 
caves a re  found where the G i l l  cross the Ahin Liaestone - the s i tua t ion  of 
many S~.r~aledale caves - and MSG work i n  the autv.i!ili of I 971 included survey 
work here, leacling t o  the cEscovery of signi.ic,ant extensions to hro of the 
caves. The eas ies t  approach to  the caves is to lezve the road a t  the 
Buttertubs, drop davn and cross Cl l f f  Beck, cliub the other s ide  of the 
valley to  above Cl i f f  Force Rising, 2nd contcur rounil t o  h v e r g i l l  -  bout 

an hour cf rou* .~,~nlking. 
L o v e r ~ i l l  Resur~enc e C?-y_e- 
= s- -- 

This is the first of the ccvzs found by f o l l m i n g  the G i l l  ups treara 
(excluding a 1 5' lonz bedding cave i n  a sl.iall :;orge i n  the Undersett 
Iiinestone) , and is on the r, (nest)  bank. LA s n a l l  s treail, f a l l i n g  over 
sanclstone ledges to  join the G i l i ,  issues fro:.i zn inv i t ing  door-like 
opening i n  a limestone c l i f f ,  

Entering the cave, 2 junction is  ue t  a f t e r  10' - ahead c. boulder 
s t r e m  bedding chanber, t o  the lo the s trecm i n l c t ,  Folloviring the s t r e ~ : ~ ,  
pas t  an unstable loo!cing 'ooulder p i l e  on the l., a f t e r  25' of handsead-knees 
crawl a s ide passage i s  passed on the r. This, a f t e r  a t i gh t  squeeze over 
a f a l l e n  block, turns r. a l o n ~  n narrow section, throuzh a pool, and then r. 
again, to join the bedding cha.aber near the entmnce, thus forming an ox-bow. 

The strsm passcge continues as a f k t crawl, f o r  a few fee t ,  then opens 
in to  a. 5' hiph collapse cklulber. T u r k &  r. through a si?iib.r but  si.ialler 
cha,iber, another low vet  sect ion is met., round a double bend, in to  a low 
bedding. Fro11 here h-lo tmys lend on, s t r a igh t  ahcad a crawl over a s<md bmk 
in to  n wide wet bedlc'ting, and to  the r. a m-rroxver wet crawl, both routes 
r e  joining s ~ f  t e r  25' i n  a 3' high 'chcmberl ~ i $ h  a sand bank, where one can 
s i t  up out of tlie vrntcr. 

Froin th i s  ' c h ~ ~ ~ b e r ' ,  the only T j J a j T  on is a v"5de bedding about I ' 3" high, 
1 ' of th i s  being occupied by cold olater, On the -T 5th Septe~iiber, John Cooper 
intrepidly bunched hiiiself into tnis ,  on h is  bnck, nose s c Z x g i n ~  the roof. 
8' of aqmtic vW~.1loiv fur thcr  on the bedding gained height, $0 a squeeze up 
out of the mtter onto c sznd bank (the lone explorer ms w b l e  to  entice the 
other h ~ l f  of the surveying teem throu;;h - F-nd on h i s  s&ond v i s i t ,  to  co~.iplete 
exploration, he 1-.ns again alone, h i s  conpanion on th i s  occasion havin~; found 
the duck too t ight ,  due to s i l t i n g ) ,  The pnssage then becomes a more usuzl 
vadose s treml~rc0.y~ 3' high anci 2 '  vide, angling along the jolnts - progress 
here involvecl sor.le he~i ier ing a ~ m y  of chert  nodules - to  a c M b e r  6' hi.?$, 
and of sir,iihr length Land vridth. The s k c a i ~ ~ ~ y  continues beyond, high enou& 
to allow stooping in ph.ces, pcs t  a sun11 f i s su rc  on the 1. taking par t  of 
the strecan. f ; s the r  20' of epsy crrLwl le9.6~ to :x lmr ch:ubcr, ,and n crzwl 
over end betweefi h r g e  f a l l e n  sip-bs in to  9. h ~ ~ h e r  chr~.lber, perlicCys 1 2' hi&, 
1 2' long and 6' wide, A t  the end of th i s  the stre.li.ir:cC;r lowers to  2 hmc?s-aacl-- 
knees crawl, ra ther  wider then previously, Yor 2- f en  fee t ,  mid then turns 
sharp 1. f o r  6' to  a cross-joint, oad the f i rml  SUY-I~J - the wt~ j r  on undcrv~q-ter 
appe~zrs to  be down to  thc 1. again. 

The cave been surveyed a s  f,?r ,2s the duck - tok-1 passage length to 
here being 21 0' . John has estir.lated the tok.1 lc.n&th of p?,ssnge beyond the 
duck as 1 80' , and 'chis w i l l  be revisitecl ?.nil survcyel i n  the n e x  future. 
Thus thc bbl length of the Resurgence Cave can be t ~ k e n  as  c .&00' . 

On the occcsions of our v i s i t s ,  a rep-som.ble s t r e a l  hrs been flowing 
frox the cave, but  virtu-rl ly no v ~ ~ t e r  sirilcing higher up the G i l l ,  clthou,~& 
the Sink Cave cnn obviously t,&c a l o t  of miter, :mci th i s  nust go to the 
Resurgence Cave. The Resurgence Cave is obviously fed  by other sinks - these 
?re found about 200 ymck ? - ~ - y ,  on the liiiestonc ;,iateau rurning round to  
3-bove Cliff  Force. Tr-x, s tre:?ils sink i n  Lnrge sh:ikeholes, one vcit;? 2a oyen 
25' decp r i f t  n t  the sink which is prol~~.bl:  too ti:bt 'GO cl-escenc'~. Reference 
to  the I 967 KEC Joum2.1 ( m t i c l :  on Cliff  Force cave) reveals thc t  these 
sinks havc been dye-tested, in thc hope th?t  they , n i & t  feed Cl i f f  Force (2nd 
provide a 'bnck door' to  that syste:l), bu t  they i n  f a c t  resurfec' in h v e r g i l l .  



Lo=e Sir& Cc.ve -. . 
Folloxxring the G i l l  up beyond the Resurg-eacc Cnve, zf t e r  n huncked 

yards o r  so, ond c .701 higher i n  ziltitude, ccve entrs ices  are  found on 
e i the r  s ide of the strc.<m in r small lhiestolle gorge. That on the r. i s  
a t  strean level,  <md obviously c m  take thc s t rean in flood conditions. Tnis 
is the Sink Cave, 570' long m d  55' deep ('1,~. gives the lensth as  I 25' - 
i t  was d i f f i c u l t  to s cc vJhcre tlnis f i p r c  I-as derivcc ~ 1 v i i i )  . A t  lens t 1 00' 
of the to-k.1 I ~ S  'nevi exploration' i n  1 971 . 

The cave is  bes t  clescriber'~ b; means of a survey, being co:~plex i n  
parts.  Basically, it consists of zn entrznce rift intersect ing three najor 
cross rifts a t  r igh t  'an( lcs,  each ?.t a LOT--er l eve l  thm thc previous one. 
The f i r s t  rirt, Top Passa, e ' , is  entered imnedictely, c f  t e r  a 6' drop. To 
the 1, leads t o  chokcd i n l e t s  from the surface strcc7ii bed, to the r. to  
a boulder ruckle, cad mi openin:; i n to  a narrower pa ra l l e l  r i f t ,  runi:ing back 
to  join the entr'ance rift, 2.nd in the opposite I l i xc t ion  to  mother  ruckle. 

The entr,ance r i f t  continues dovm a ra thcr  loose 10' tlrop - a h,ancZine 
is helpful but  not esseli t ial  here - t o  the second junction, To the r. lends 
to  a choke cz f  t e r  =. f ~ 7 7  yc^r&, to the l., ncross a chmbcr a t  l e a s t  40' i n  
height, leads to  a r. turn in to  a passzge p a r a l l e l  776th the en t rmce  rift, 
connectins with the l a w s  t r i f t  . 

T h i s  r i f t ,  the loves t l eve l  of the cave before the 1 971 extens ion, 
is renchecl by m easy 1 5' clirdb dozrm a t  the f,?r end of the entrmcc r i f t .  
To the r. is more bouldcr choke, to  the 1. n rooLly passngt (with 1. again the 
connection, probcbly Coo t i g h t  to pass, wit11 the passagc, oientioned abovc) 
leading ppst mother  high aven-lfi~e ckm5er, mC'- through a pool, t o  a 
'T' -junction. To the 1. here opens in to  the pp-ral-lel South B r s  t Rif t ,  
I 00' of interestin:. p,?sscgc enclinl, too tit;ht and chokcd a f t e r  several  avcns, 
which !.lay be more flood sinks connec tin& vnth the st, e m  :-3ove. To the r. 
a t  the ' T'  - j~mc  t lon a low arch opens under thc, r-rp.11 of S t r ~ ~ i r  Ri f t ,  riith 
a few forlnntions (hence the mule), enc3i.n~ eashrcrds too  t ight ,  and i n  the 
opposite direct ion r e  joinink the ,lain rift behi id f a l l en  boulders i n  the 
even-like cha ;b e r  . 

Lt  the point where the entranct r i f t  S3-ops into tho lol~rest cross r i f t ,  
a s l o t  in the f l o o r  vms enkrgect by kLzl:rderinc m-irt=y cllcrt nodules, to allovi 
access to  c dtsceni'iing crav~l, qui te  different  i n  clip.mctcr to  tlie r u s t  of the 
cave. This is obviously a vxdose s k e m  p:lsse;d, which acts  :IS the 'i'znin' of 
the systen. After  100' of s:.:all yc-ssqe it cuds i n  a ; 0' drop in to  2- p o l ,  
above and around which is chaotic boulcler c h ~ k e ,  emitting cpi te  :I. strong 
draught. The end of the Res~r j ence  Cnve, 2s yet unsumycd, is probably l e s s  
than 1 00' fro'.  t h i s  point. 

T h i s  f i n a l  choke is roupJ1ly on the s2~1e l i n c  - :,lore o r  l e s s  p a r a l l c l  
with that 01' the entrmce rifJc - as  the boulcler chokes which abruptly 
terminate n l l  the other p?-ssn:;cs above runinin& ii? a br,i 3iirection ( f o l l o 7 ~ n g  
the Mi:-SE jointing which seens to  control the d ~ e c t i o n  of a l l  the ,in jor 
passages in  the cave with the, exception of the ~ n t r ~ u l c c  rift) - a to t n l  of 
s i x  i n  all.. On thc surfzcc, e-bove th i s  l ine,  is  a plly, and- uasscs of 
slippecl. and f a l l e n  l i ~ e s t o n e .  This a l l  sug~;;.st,c that th(;rc is a f a u l t  here, 
perhaps throwing -1 0'-15', which crosses t h ~  s t r e r~n  rt tlit, rlouth of thc ;,:or:,e. 

bvcrp:i 11 E&CrLvc= .. . .* 
Lovergill East Cnve, o r  Crve 11, h'as =an obvious e n t r ~ ~ n c e  about 6' above 

stread l eve l  on the o-py~osit~, s ide  of the G i l l  to the Sink Cave. Suveyed 
lenkth is  1 70 ' ( ' 1 ' - 0 ' ) The cave is L phrentic cross r i f t  S ~ J S  tc,r, 
s iLi iL~r i n  p m t s  to tlic l ~ r g e  r i f t s  of the S i l k  Cave, v~ithout the vadosc 
interference s(.en in the 'drain'  of t ha t  sys tern. There i s  one major r i f t ,  
enc?in[; to the SE i n  a nassive boulrler choke, * ncl a con3.ierable nulber of s ide 
prssages which p.11 end quickly, e i thcr  -too ti:$t or  choked. Thc r c  is  sunc 
dangcr lierc f roi.1 loose boulders . 

Ioverg i l l  Sink Cave cad Lovcrgill Erist C2.v~: a re  conveniently shorn on 
one survey, The Resury;~ncc Cave survey v r i l l  be published i n  :I f o l l o ~ n : i ~  
pub l ica t lon  . 





Priorsdccle Cave - *.------- 
This nnjor resurgence ne,w ihlston has been the scene of much ac t iv i ty  

by various clubs over the pstst few years, o r ig ina l ly  hawing been prospected 
by Jack Myers of NE, and furtfier probed by M=C . These ear ly  e f fo r t s  3iclrled 
130' of cave, above h1e resurgence, in which the main strecvii was iiot seen. 

In June 1971 ;ISG survcyed th i s  shor t  czve, ~ C L  took a surface traverse 
up to Priorsd? l e  Great Shkehole, 400' am-y, a great crater ,  evidently formed 
by collapse, 80' across w-d 30' deep. It rr~s postulated (see YURT Report 2, 
a r t i c l e  by Martin DP-vies) tha t  this kc? been formed by a major collapse on 
the s-treamcy, tlius intensive activiGr a t  the rising, an2 i n  the short  crve 
nearby, m.s unlikely to  be repnid by access to  o "master cave" (using the 
tern loosely), heading -to the L i t t l e  G i l l  s inks t w o  ciiles amy  to the south. 

However, assaul t  on the risin:;, continued, by such par t ies  as the 
Grcmpi,m Spe1eologic~-1 Gyoup and. the C r ~ v e n  Po thole Club, expendins much 
e f f o r t  ,and 'cheilical persuasionn, 1-~ithout success. It was in Novenber 7 971 
the University of Nevfcestle Caving Club visitec'. the s i t e ,  mnd extende? the 
cave via a t i gh t  cm-wl which ha$' been open and unentered a l l  the time. 

A,B.'&e~~,~xtha, the f i r s t  t o  enter the extension, %mites - "On the 
second attempt I 1 ~ 1 ~ . ~ e d  t o  get t1rroui;h thc squeeze, which lea& off c. shor t  
craT 1 i n  the f insll clmliber (not per t icu l~ . r ly  ti:&t but very m-sty if you 
a re  -bout 5'3" =and have s i ze  11 f e e t )  . Bcyond -the squee e it vms found that  
a way coulci be nzde through the boulders bvrn in to  the Sta12uctite Chmber - 
via a collapsed rift. L.-t t h i s  point lie c m e  out  as only one of us had got 
throuph, and thz choke is, to say -the l e s s t ,  highly unstable ." 

Subsequent UNCC visits saw the exploraij on of 3out 700' of passage, 
generally trending SE. Beyond the Sti-&.ctitc (:;ztu.iber - socle a t t m c t i v e  
fornations adorn the fb.t bedding roof - two routcs le9.d into a very h r g e  
(25' high, 50' across) char.~'~er, where a b c t  1p.s bvicc been encountered. 
Beyond this a hole in the f loo r  ,andS a shor t  pnssagc lc:..d to  a 4' drop, 
,and a 'T'-junction. To the r. is a Lo,rge pcssage m i ;  iizg f o r  50' t o  c 
m-ssive ,and chaotic boulder ruckle, f u l l y  50'  ice. This b.s besn penetrated 
i n  various d i ~  ec tions, m d  a t  mious levels,  f o r  30' t o  40 ' , but  tnere is 
no obvious vmy on, cnd no C7rtiuL ht.  Swvey has revealed, as suspected, that 
this choke is  only 50' f miAl the Grer..t Sh,ikehole - the pre2ictec5. mrssive 
co lLzps e . 

Hov~ever, back a t  the ' T" -junction, t o  the 1. the s t r e m  was ne t  
f o r  the f i r s t  time, entering fro11 a low i n l e t  on the r., cad s i n k ~ n g  d t e r  
30' i n  choke2 ~ i s s u r e s .  ( F ~ O ~ I I  the S b L - c t i t e  Cha1l'oer a high leve l  gallery, 
through nore boulder ruckle tb-n so l id  rock, lead? to  n c o ~ g l e x  choke near 
the swi'ace ruclcle above the r i s i n z  - the s t r e m  is rgain b r i e f l y  scen here, 
just  before its encrgence t o  dayll&t).  

!he inlc ' ,  T-ms the obvious vay on, the "uain s t r e a l  passage1', c$parently 
carryin:: thc f u l l  strcnn seen a t  t l e  resurgence. 307-~evcr, ins t e ~ d  of the 
expected Fniry Hole-type s trea.ltay, t h i s  proved to be a very wet crawl, 
only 2' high, 'and of sirnil- t ~ i d t h .  X t c r  80' of ciis~.inl p;oinc, mTCC 
exploration t e r ~ x h z t e a  a t  a very acute ~ n d  t i ~ ; h t  bend. 

ilt t h i s  point Ivan Gibson of UECC \r,mote to  Colin C,?rson, xncl a joint  
visit to thc  cave vms ,arranged. On this ,  CC r ~ ~ m ~ - e d  to  ass the ti&t berd, 
m d  reporte cl the passage continuiiir be yond . The f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  dcy, the Grzhcs:~ 
Stevens - Pete Hollol-ray d-uo appccred on the scene, ~ n d  GS forced the i n l e t  
for  a fym ther  1 50' beyond the bend (on ~prhich o r  around- 77hic41, ESI becme 
stuck, f o r  half nn hour o r  so). The i n l e t  endec? vvherc the ~ . i r space  becme 
unusable, the passai,e s p l i t t i n s  u2 into nurow f issures ,  which a l l  appear 
to SW.I~  ( there bein:; no &aught). 

On the 30th De~er~aer ,  i n  v in t ry  weather, CC, Gc ,zn& i'cter Ryder 
returnee? to  the czve, ~nc"  the extension VJF.S surveyed - PL total of 866', 
adchi; the tQtal l e n ~ t h  of the cavc c.1,020t . The icios t in teres t ing  point 
to ca2ise frolll the survey is that the s trtxi i n l e t  is  trending virtu?.lly 
clue north - whereas the sinks m e  to the scuth. The s 'crcarr.-.i3r is i n  f a c t  
heading stmi:&t tornxck I-shgill, v~hcre the 3.Llestonc outcrops ,are sone\vhat 
i~aske2 by liline tippings m d  workings . V,r r ious  expbnr. 'ii ons of 'his trcnd, 



and of the r ~ t u r e  of the s t r e ~ ~ , l ~ ~ ~ a y ,  c2n Be su~: ;es td  : - 
(i) The cave s t r e m  is  i n  f a c t  p2st of a'Ash:;ill, rnc'. the system is 
nuch more loca l  th,w v m  preciously thought. 
(ii) The s trecm is the L i t t l e  G i l l  v%ter, which has been diverted 
caround thc massive collapse under Biorsd2.le Greet S m e h o l e ,  and has 
since the collapse cut i t s e l f  the preseat mthc r irnrncture passage. 
( i i i )  T b t ,  on the occasion of our v i s i t s ,  the L i t t l e  G i l l  sinks &ve 
not been fictive, an? the present stream is  an i n l s t  frol.l ~ ~ s l i ~ i l l  o r  
elsewhere. The L i t t l e  G i l l  water rLor?;lall~r ertej-s ? t zo..le other point i n  
the cave, as  yet  not located (possibly il. the ruckles near the entrrnce). 
There is evidence of s t r e a l  flow iil the 2elsris in tl:c F i n d  Choke, 
but t i is  coulc~ be elxpl~.ined by tine strc,m Limt hcs becn observed sinking 
in the Grcnt ShrJcehole in vret weather coliditioils. 

Tne th i rd  of these su:  stion ions is  perhqs the most l ikely.  I think 
hie L i t t l e  G i l l  sinlcs have i n  fp-ct been tested to  Priorsdale (by NH: or  
EC),  bu t  on the occ?~sio,ns SSG h.ve v i s i t ed  the~~i ,  very l i t t l e  of the G i l l  
has i.12 f n c t  been passing under,c~owzd, 

Thus Priorsdale has a t  k.st yielded a respectable caTre, bu t  cer tainly 
not the hoped f o r  i ~ a  jor sys tel.1, ruining lL1Os t of the v:c-y to  L i t t l e  G i l l .  
The very sirnilav sink - resurgellce systcs  a t  Bhe3erry Burn ,and Fc-iry Iioles, 
? J e ~ c h l e ,  @vc ho-)es tha t  a sii3ila ccve to the no-cr ~ c c e s s i b l e  Fairy 
I-iolc (26 miles lent,) v~ould e x i s t  a t  f i iorsdale  . &iors?~c?le Cave i s  soi,,ething 
of 2.n a n t i c l i r i , ~  (a lbe i t  a predickble  oile, to those vho have seen the 
Great Shakehole), to the e f fo r t s  of a l l  thc p m t i e s  vtho k?vc <-ttx-ckec?- the 
rising. L fur ther  extension of the cpve, a t  leas t ,  one of pay ?rea t  leilgth, 
now s e ~ l l s  ra ther  unlikely. 

Our th,anks are 6ue to U\TCC fo r  a l l o ~ - J i n ~  us to ~UL-ther explore and 
survey t h e i r  extension to  the c ~ ~ v e .  

It should be note6 t h  t the squcc-e into tile extens ion is  z ~ - b c s d  
TALI t ight ,  and the bo..lder ruckles beyond a r t  very unstable i n  p~rts, 
especinlly aromd the hiyh l eve l  , alli,ry. Rescue of m injure?- person 
throuph the squcene ; ould be ~x '~ rc !~ le l~ ,  d i f f i c u l t  , 

~,ii~indmore End Cave -.*-..---- - = -- r~- 

The survey of 1.7indiylore End Cave, one 'of "Le albatrosses which 
periodically h,.~ng ca.round the G ~ o v . ~ ' s  neck fo r  a ~ithile, T:J.ZS ~orn~iionced in 
1968, and f inal ly  completed ( th i s  coi;ipleti011 required- tlu-ee t r ips ,  one 
Large l y  occuped by extract ing Chris Icngthorne i r o n  the C l?.rty GP-p s quce re ) 
i n  1 971 . The survey is  here published, 2nd a. Sr ief  ~n_ccomt to  3-ccoapany it. 

The cave basical ly  consists of -tu:?o i i . 1~  jor phrentic r i f t s ,  not quite 
paral le l ,  connceted by ' C b x t y  Gap' (the &?rile besto~~~ccl. oil t'ne or ig ina l  
E C  exploration), .a n a r r o ~ ~ ~  25' long cr~iv~l.. The main Teature about the 
systern is tha t  it l i e s  near the r i s i n g  f o r  Si,vin&le 2ots (or, as t~:rraed 

- -  
,,ilnc'Lcle master Cave" ) , cad vms possibly a t  onc tielc by the optiilis ts, the 'I ST- ' 

the r i s i n g  i t s e l f .  However, the l>rcsenJc r i s i n z  is an i.n!;penctrable pool, 
beyond a f a u l t  terriiimLtin~; the linestone outcrop, and TTinCiuore End h s  
yet  to  y ie ld  a v t~y  on, 3espite n story, origins-ting c.t the t i u e  of the EC: 
exploraticn, of t i70  cnvcrs who, i n  sone cornt:r of the systeiil, founc? 2 

t igh t  route in to  a s t rec?~ passage, but  b-d t o  e x i t  due to f a i l i n g  1i;:;hts 
bcf ore they co:~ ld explore m y  further.  This inspired the 'surveyin(;., nn2 -. 
exploration, No strcai.1 passzge was founc'!, Y!?ater does enter the ccve, i n  
viet v~eather, a t  ~ Z T O  points (see survey), bu t  quickly sinks age. L i n  iin 
ililpenetr* l e  f i ssures  . 

The cave is  genc;rc.lly very muddy, wel l  decorfxted i n  p: rts ( i n  -Uie 
'New Series ' ), 2nd- ti$t and ~-~bv~-rc? i n  o-thers. The .I 2' chi-nney at  t l ~ e  f n r  
end of the k i n  R i f t  is  fcq-r eas ie r  to. descericl than ascend. The final 
60' o r  so of the Nem Series R i f t  mas apparently not enterecl by E C ,  
but coul2 v ~ e l l  have becn explore*. by others before our survey. 





Location 3~1~1 E s  t o ~  of the Mine. -= =--- = ---*- ----= 

The I"5ndegg Mine Caverns 2xe situated under the N.T?!. slopes of 
Booze Moor, north of Irungth~mite ii~ ~.Arkengcarthdale. They vvere f i r s t  entered 
by lead miners via  r i s e s  from Winde~g Old Level. The leve l  entrance is sl?o7?,m 
<md m e c ?  on the 1 856 0 .S . nap. On the S b a g  road, about I 3 rililes above 
Eskeleth Bridge, 2nd just  past  Sklc7.v House, there is  a bridge over a g111y. 
In  v e t  wecthcr c s t r e a l  f lovrs i n  the ~ u l l y ,  bu t  upstrcm it is grassy 
f loorcd, and bcco::les indis t inc t  a t  the foo t  of soixe pror~iinent ppsscc1 over 
spo i l  heaps shout 3 mile from the ro2d. The o r ig ina l  l eve l  en t rmce  is  
found above ?.nd behird~ the t ips ,  ,and the present access, czn excavated shaft ,  
is   bout 20' fur ther  along tne l ine  of the leve l ,  

The l eve l  v n s  con~~lenceci &out 184.5 by \ f i i t i~~elJ  & Jaques who also 
vvorked the Stzing nines a t  the tkle.  It ms &riven to i a tursec t  the 
extension of the ',Yindegg vein which had alrec.dy been cut  i n  'Vs~hy Green 
level  (or Harki-r's level),  dxiven N,E. fmi :~  thc hznd of S l d i  G i l l .  Orc: 
was recovered from veins i n  tne k i n  Lir2i.s tone suff icent  quantity 
to jus t i fy  the taking ovi:r of the lecse by the New C .Il,LTining ConipLany 
about 1890, ,mi! h-ter by the S t m g  & Cleasby 2.iSii.n~ Coi~pany who worked i t  
u n t i l  about I 9 0 (~vidcnce  of th i s  Lzte ~;;rorking i n  the nine is the ]?resencc 
of s t icks  of "2Lvdtt 6 p x a i t e  and debi~p-tor boxes. 9~~0 ~ ~ i n c  a g e ~ t s  in these; 
l a t e r  years were l V i l l i m ~  Pencock ancl Geo, Ihrker. 

Local legend 1w.s i t  tha t  Geo. &rkcr; then s si.iclter, I~ES very keen 
on getting the job of Mine A.:.gent co~;~peten-tly held by Peacock. About 1900 
Peacock man i;? Windcgg Old Level opening 7q3 a cross vein sonet~hhere 
on the cr,s t branch (see below) which was proving good ore. I;iean~vhile, by 
f a i r  mans or  f o u l  Ikrker &;ot liencock, ' s job. Peacock i n  a f i t  cf pique 
ordered h i s  aien to f i l l  up the clrift into thi: vein tvall it  up a t  the 
nouth. The nincrs, not l i k i n g  'rIz.rker, kept the secret  fron hiu, and 

the closure of the mine a f ~ T T  yecars k t e r ,  the c lc tn i l s  were for::otten. 

b,iodern his  tory of exploration. -- ----- 
In 1959 the Earby hike Research Group excav=~tcc? the present en t r~nce ,  

a s 1 ~ ~ 1 1  shgt about 6' deep, into tile roof of the level.  It entered 
beyond the run-in which hati occurcd between t h i s  point a id  the orlgim.l  
entrance sornc 20' a~my, 2nd cxplored thc nd i t  level.  In I964 Dave Cnrlisle,  
and the E.!I.R.G,, having hema the legend, c l c ~ ~ r e d  out m d  l-e-tiliibcrcd the 
shaft .  They follo7iirc d the 440' of stonc archL i l eve l  to  the F i r s t  Rise. 
Hcre tnc leve l  fii-ks, ~.nd on the l., the en-st brLznch, Clay Vein Passz~e ,  
runs past  s e v e r d  r i s c s  f o r  770 ' t o  a s l ~ . l e  blocki?.,ce. They did not f ind  
the l cgcncbr~~  cross vein ~rhich ( i f  it exis ts)  rnust l i e  beyond t h i s  f a l l .  
Thc other pcssai;e fron the, Fi,rst Risc continues the l i n e  of the en-h ~mce  
p ~ ~ s s a s e ,  but i s  Ir.r;cr and without sxchinc;. It contains knec-deep vrater, 
and f o r  210' to the Second 2 I s e  . Clii.lbing th i s  a si7cr7;blc n?.tural cavern 
vms fowd (siiice ncned G a r l i s l * :  C~-vern) 2nd n s r ~ ? ~ l l  .mount of n z t u r r ~ l  r i f t  
passage. A couple of v i s i t s  vlc,re n ~ d e  i n  1967, Pnd f o l l o ~  Ing these the 
entrance shp-ft was f i l l e d  in .  

In I J ~ S  not u n t i l  September 1970, during coi~versrtion with Dave Cnrl is le  
a t  the B.S.A. Conference, that IbEG heard oi the ixtur2.l cavern. LccorcXngly 
a v i s i t  vms ~iindc shor t ly  d t e m r d s ,  when half 2. b y '  a d i l g i n ~  re-aliened the 
shaf t. At its foot  one s l i t he r s  c'o~-~n - mu3 slopt  tlirou:;l? n hole i n  th~ :  roof 
of the stonc zrchc ( i  level ,  The shr-f t ti)-ibcrir:, and s t o n ~ i ~ o r k  of the zrchin; 
had de t~ r io ra t c i i  sooievvhat, but  vrcs con 'dereil acleqw-Ccly safe  f o r  carcfu l  
propress. Dp-ve C m l i s l e  shmred the party thL: passnges lcnovm ti h i ~ l .  

Nccr thc end of Cnrl is lc  Cavern Pete Steplienson founc? czn unlikely hole 
hidden behind a huge fn l l en  block. DOT-m- tl-iis, a l a r  c lJ?ssn(i;e c?cvcl~ped, 
leading to a nine-1-23 junciion. The p2rt;r pressed on, pc?.ssinl; several  1.1ore 
chmib~rs m d  junc t lons before rch-;lii?ze In the ncxt f CIV weeks several  
different  p a t i e s ,  lilos t l y  of bEG !;le~ib, rs , v i s i t ed  thc cnv~rns ,  PLLC'L each 
rcturnec' lr?i t h  accounts of s cr ies  of passages dveryzhcrc irith jui~ctions 



every f cv~ f e e t ,  It ~ ~ m s  obvious that a systerlatic approach vms required 
with survey 2nd exploration proceed in^ t o ~ c t h e r .  Thus as each survey 
session was drawn out it  becalie a-ppnrent tht m,wy passay;es si11ply led  
back in to  the cent ra l  rmze -rea, and others l ed  in to  new areas, m d  sliould 
be surveyed next. Surveying VE-s cur i ec i  out  by several  par t ies ,  m d  to 
f a c i l i t a t e  this temporary survey s ta t ions  were m-.rked 3-t suikble  i~lnces.  
Mud on the tape usually l i u i t e d  surveying. s t i n t s  to a couple of hours, 
'and the explom.tion and survey occupied about 70 ~ilcn (or ~firroiii?.n) visits 
t o  the cnverns, vrith generally thrce persons iiz e3ch party, 

Tvfo prelirainzvy reports on the system hz-ve been published so 
f a r  ( ~ e f s .  1 & 2). 

Geo ,qraphical Descr i.?;,ion,. -..- 
The cor.iplexity of the ccverns r.iakes detailed description ra ther  

tedious. The pa t te rn  of interconnection is bes t  studied on the survey 
this account is intended to supple~.ient 'che survey, p a r t i c u k r l y  i n  

the more co~lpl icr ted areas, o r  those with spccir.1 f eatmes. 
The ~ = t u r a l  caverns cn?~ I J ~ A ~  morkin,r.s four  ;.laces of 

interconnection. The l e z s t  useful  of these 2 ~ s  been the ore-chute dovm 
the r i s e  connecting Truck Passage to  Clzjr Vein Passaee (tne east  brcach of 
the leve l  a t  the F i r s t  ~ l s e ) .  descent of this r i s e  k ~ s  been made ~ i v i n p  
a round t r i p  but  tliis cannot be recol.uiiended a s  the tiincrs' phtfonis are 
unsound and support 100s e < eads . 

The other  thrce connections a r e  a l l  found by ascending the Second 
Rise. Here the nain l-fin&eg Level turns ridit, end fit the comer a wooden 
ore-chute is s i tua te2  in the r i s e .  The ' '&ml le l  Bnrs", h o  baulks of 
timber wedged ahout 24' ?-part 5' up the r i s e ,  o id  the 1 2'  cliiib up to 
the Large mini. passage zbovc tlie ore  chute. ?tvo s ~ ~ n l l  ck i f t s  run oTf here 
and in the v m l l  of thc southerly one (on the ri! h t )  a b o l t  hole f o r  a 
3/8 inch rawlbolt \liî -s d r i l l ed  to allow a hc'der to be f ixec , nvoiding the 
use of the old ti,ibers. few f e e t  into the passage nbove the ore-chutc 
a fur ther  r i s e  c m  be clL,ibc< ~ ~ 6 t h  d i f f i cu l ty  f o r  about 15' 2nd leacll 
d i rec t ly  into thc sout!icrn en?! of Cnrl is le  Cavern. Below r?nd beyoncl. t h i s  
fur ther  r i s e  the ,,line passage s p l i t s  pad the l e f t  branch leads to  n ~1.1311 
chaciber vrhose f l o o r  is a I-1ounc1 of thy. To the l e f t  a f e ~ i  Pcet ebovc the 
f l o o r  a 1.1ud slope drops into thc ci1~.1.15er. Tliis slope 11ay be scnlcd, cznd 
it doubles b-clc up a c l i~ i~bin i  r i s e  in to  the f l c o r  of Carl is le  Ccvern. 
The upper p- r t s  of this r i s e  2xe v ~ . l l e d  with dc.?ds sul2.lortecl. on decayed 
t i i~bers ,  an? in genercl t h i s  route is bes t  used only f o r  .escent <md even 
then extreiiie caution is neeced. Belo~~r thc point of erier: ence of th3s routc 
in t c  thc sclnll ~ h ~ ~ 2 b e . r  (i.e, on thc l e f t  on er?'cr:r fro,: the ore-chute) 
descent of the ,ilound lea& into another miicd p a s s a , ~  a t  the end of which 
an ascent of 1 5 ' c'an be made i n  easy s tnges irl'co the cnd of a r i f t ,  the 
northern contlnucztion of Durm~ R i f t .  This route hcs rx few cieads i n  it, 
73ut on the v~hole provides the eas i e s t  mC1 st7.fes t r0u-L~ into thc caverns. 
The d i rec t  clli.ib up the r i s e  near the ore-chute is t1.e sa fes t  but  Is 
technically d i f f i cu l t ,  bein[; nudCy ~ n d  s l i ,  h t l y  ov~rllanl;ing a t  thc s t a r t .  

On thc ens t siGe of Cxrl is le  Cavem close to the top of tlie cli,ibing 
r i s e  a s n a l l  hole i n  boulders leads t o  the Tr~.verst. R i i ' t  Series. I-Iere n 
se r i e s  of narrox7r nnturnl rifts open in to  L ~ r g e r  ~ i ined  pcssages. 4 5' hole 
i n  the f loo r  is  crossec? 'and c. i:lned cilcu,lber is  entert?~. Jus t  beyon? th i s  n 
nine truck is found, 2nd p:,st t h i s  is  the shaf t  ,and ore-chute into Clay 
Vein Passage. 

Leading off f r o ~ ~ i  the south end of 8inrlislc Cavern are  a se r i c s  of 
narrow r i f t s  which of ten require traversing a t  inter~iccZir.ti levels, 
being too titht a t  Tloor 'and roof levels.  These conn-ct with smaller tube- 
l ike  passages, h ~ o  of v~hich lecd in to  Durhv~ Rif t ,  the others a l l  cventw.lly 
pinchin& out o r  b e c ~ ~ l i i i g  choked with clay. Tr?-versing is  needed i n  the 
south end of k-h,u-l R i f t  and- ii? t e p~ssages  S'I of Brifige CbL:.iber. These 
& t t e r  p~ssco.ges both e v e n k i l y  become too tip,ht, but  one o r  two u n s d e  
~zro~.s have been l e f t .  





The passages to the of Eyehole Crc?-gu~l have only been v i s i t ed  
once, md were surveyeG- to Gmde 2, Steep rnud slopes lead down into a 
1 5' clir~ibable pot vi.th, a small s t r e m i  rt the bot'co1.i flowing in a 6" v&de -- 
channel. L t  the top of the f ,~.r i x ~ d  slope is n boulder chm21ber whose '::T 
end is highly shatterec?, 2nd the pcssc~ges beyond were rapidly pinching 
out. 

Cre'iking Boulder Cavern is the tectonic f oc31 point of the- system. 
It consists of a kxge  chmber on tsio levels,  the upper l eve l  being on 
top of n massive boulcler ruckle tlmt s p i l l s  cu t  into the lower leve l  
and into the adjacent passages. Boulder novci,l~nts h.vc occurcd here while 
par t ies  were 'moving about i n  the vicini ty ,  the  d ~ e c t  clii.ib up the ruckle 
fron lower to upper. l evc l  not behi ;  recorinencled, InsJ~cad the small passage 
t o  the west of the l a i n  slope is sLafer, bu t  the way into it i s  a l i t t l e  
circuitous. The x~es tem passages lezding off from the upper leve l  contain 
sorne s hhgril i  tei. walls, <and i n  one pz.ssagc s one s l a c l l l  ~ m i ~ l n l '  s p a y ~ r i n t s  
were c lear ly  seen, but  izeither of the cxrlorers v~ere pble to ident i fy Vi?ci:?. 

Clog Chamber is renchei? by a 6' climb out  of the chai~ber to the e2.st 
of Cre,iking Boulder Cmern. I n  it 3xe to be founS, wel l  preserved specincns 
of miners' clog pr ints  i n  tile nuC. 

rn  he passages in gen~r2.l ,are nud 2nd boulSLer floored, and npLrrt  fro:.^ 
scine of the traverses, 2rc- not espc.cially hmd to  nc gotiate.  Route-f inding 
d i f f icu l t ies ,  ancl loose bouXcrs ?ad v c a l l s  however ,are abundantly pr,:sent 
and require extrene =.ation. 2% nissed turnin;; could load one unwittingly 
into 'an unsefe Pxea. T510uld-be v i s i to r s  curt: s tronsly cdvised to lil&e 
a rmgencn t s  through P,EG, who c ~ a  also Prrange the access permission. 

i t  should be pointed out th.t Vnc entrance shnf t  tiiAibering 
is now several  years old, was 0ripArm~l1,v instnlieci on a teii~por~xy 
basis.  Thc l eve l  is i n  a s t a t e  of ii;li.~inent col-l~<>se <and requires shoring 
i f  access is t o  be r-mintained. This worlc is beyond tile means of the IvEG - 
both f inancial ly  2nd i n  terns of finilpmfer. it seems regyettable that  
?Vjnclegg Mine Cciven~ nre destined t o  becone im-ccessible just  2.s a l l  tnc 
other cline c ~ ~ v e r n s  i n  tlze northern Peimhes done ~ v i t h i n  recent; ye?.rs* 
T v % i l s t  the cave i t s e l f  is  ra ther   ranze zero us i n  ~ r r t s ,  i t  is a , h o  unique 
i n  being the only xiile cnvcril in tlie 1~;orthern Pennine Orefield presently 
accessible f o r  sc i en t i f i c  s t ~ d j . ,  Eie e f f o r t  required to maintain its 
a c c e s s i b i l i t ~ i  is  snail cor,lpc?sod with e l a t  rewir~d to rc-open major 
calk-pses, bu t  t ine runs sliort 2nd zction is m:ccied m:r. 
~.tfgrcnces~ 
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t'l~kno'ii'ii~le?~~~;,"nt 

The MSG wish to express t h e i r  q~precirtJ.on to  i)avc: Czr l i s le  f o r  the - 

he has I~!2.;red ir t he i r  effozbts a t  l'Tin?e;;,;, He i s  a l sc  to  be t h & c d  f o r  
providing the histor:;. notes on the  line, xnCL detn i l s  on the E.ii.R.G. 
explorn-tions . 

G r o h i i i  S tcvens . 

Sone thou~h t s  on t1?&-G,e,o,1p~-~;iC _Spe>~oy;eogorp~$~--o~ xincem. - . - . ,  ---- - 
Peter  F Ryc?.er. 

The no& of forn~atioil of -l'iaGec;,g Iviine Crlverns prescnts a variety of 
interes  t i n s  problens . V i r t u c ? l l ~ ~  a l l  the sys tcn appe2.r~ to  bc. t o t a l l y  
phreatic i n  o r i  in (one s u a l l  c r m ~ 1  sui1ning N from C,arlisle Cnvcri-i docs 
aiJpe,ar to be n l~lorc recent vadose i n l e t ,  but  t h i s  is ail exceytlon). In  
tios t yhreatic nc -b~orks there a re  indicntions of the ciirection of the i'orner 
flow of poundvn.ter, i.e. scallopinL, but thcre is l i t t l e  such evidence i n  
!Irincle&~$;, l i ~ ~ t  ~ c 2 ~ l l o p s  there a r e  b e i n p ;  sprrse  an6 ind-etcri.li~'tate. 

The most 1 o W , L  f entu.re of the sys tem, obvious on vic~vin(, the 
survey, is the densitjr. of the neb-rork of pzssn:ss in a lir~lited- <u.er. 
I n  e l l ,  c -3 , 750' of ccve pass-::e been surveyed, ye t  t h i s  is al1- within 
300 ' of the cen-Lrcl ,,laze crec (be-bveen Cre-*in:; 3oulder Ccvcrn nncl 



Ninemys  unction), cad there is l i t t l e  evicei~ce to suggests that  cave 
develop~nent extended rnuch beyond this.  

in area of linestone on the  .fringe of th 2ren of cave devclopiaent 
cen be seen by following the level  beyon? t h e  Second 2isc  f o r  a few hundre6 
feet,  to  the Third Rise - a 20' climb in tc  a higll level  inined p&sage. 
;L vs~riety of m-tuml rifts =and f i ~ s u r e s  c m  be seen froiil this,  but with 
the exception of two srilxll chariibcrs, both reached by short  cliilibs above 
thls  sub level, none m e  hr:;e enou::h to enter,  

Reference to the recently repb1is:ied 0 ,S ,. 1 " :I mile geological 
m2~p suggests that  the Cz.,verns arc sitxatcd i n  a relat ively siliall block of 
the Z\!Iain Lk-lestone cut off to the r ~ r t h  and west by . faul ts  - this  vroulsl. 
account .to seine extent fo r  the 1ocnlisc.d dcvelopaent. There i s  one piece 
of evidence, however, to sug;gest that  17Jii11?e2;6 Mine Caverns LVC; in f a c t  just 
a ~ r ~ 1 a . 1 1  part  of a riluch l<arger network. ;;lout hzif a lilile south of the level  
entrance, on the lirilestone pb-te~.u above I i i t t le  T:findegg Scar, is Emocles 
Hole (desc ibed, with survey, in iG3G J1. 3 ) .  Here a collapse i n  n snn l l  
shzkehole, well a?i;i~.y fror:i any sinks, allows access to n very short section of 
a f ine  plrreatic tunnel, vcry sil; .~ikx to those seen in lSVin~Oeg~. Only a few 
f ee t  of th i s  passage ,arc seen, before a second collapse terr1linates the ccve, 
vrhich is a l l  vzry  unsr5'e. Total length is 1 20 ' , ,and depth 36 ' . It T~JO~S t h ~ i ~ ~ l l t  
on finding th is  that a very extensive f o s s i l  systei? nust undtzlie the x e z .  
I f  Ikmocles Hole  an?^ -;Jbdegg !dine (22-verns are  part of the s a x  <area of 
developnent - even thou~h  they m c  sepa-rc-ted,by fau1tli.n~ - then may 
thouszYlil f c e t  of p? ssege aus t ~ + 7 i ' , c i t  discovery . 

Li ssc,vch of the surf rce a l l  around :.!rindezg hns revealcd 1i t t .e .  *'at 

ox:e time vie hoped to be ~ b l e  to f ind a m"tural entrance into the C~-vcrns, 
but th is  now si-cns iiios-t uillikely, since cave developnent si:eiils to cease 
well short of the sur-i'~.cc l-ine->tone outcrop. F ~ ~ r t h e r  afielcl,, one or  TO 
sna l l  holes mere found in !T.?i.nc?e~c; ScpX (there is  Horrock's Cross Cave 
here - again sce IVlSG ~ 1 . 3 ) ~  but notlling nore than c few j~.r&s -. in length, 
,wd none sho~ving the irilpres s ive phrc-ntic deve1opi:lent of idindczg m~l. 
Ihnocles Hole. Iiowever, therc pre scid to be n~'i;uml caverns i n  %-shy 
Green Level, S l e i  G i l l  (scie ~.bovz), urhich cut  thc !irin?-ei<g Vein, ax3 also 
in the nov: blocked Slang Level, k1 t h e  vzlley 50tt0iil Koove the ~i ;uuy 
mming C ~ L O T ~ ~  f roa :.-dind-egg Lcvcl entrznce. 





The Caves of LIe R l l t  nan k a c  V a l A ,  - ------=.-- - = ss- 

Introduc+= 
I n  the last year ~ J O  MSG visits have been made to the I s l e  of Skye, 

following up a preliminary reconnai ssance in 1 968 (see hEG Journal 2, 1 968). 
The following report is  not a f i n a l  definitive account, but a record of work 
so f a r  carried out, and various new explorations. 
Previous -- 

Camas Malag, in ?art a t  any rate, and Bheinn an Dcibhaiclz caves had been 
explored previously, and the l a t t e r  cctve rocp$ly surs-eyed (fr ish Speleology 
Vo1,l No .) Northern Pennine Club members had also briefly visi ted the area: 
(see NFC newsletter No -27, July 1 968), and explored one short new cave. Vie 
have so f a r  been unable to trace any other references. ?n the area and the caves. 
Some " cavers' " l i t t e r  found near the Top En tmce  to Uamh Sgeini~e suggests that a 
previous party, o r  perhaps one person, had been in that part of the cave, but 
there is no evidence of a complete prex4ous exploration. 
A Desmription of the A r ~ s  
7 h e  A l l t  miTh~=c valley rum eas t-wes t, the s tream f iorving wes tcvards to f e l l  
into h c h  Slarpin, one of -the major Skye sea lochs, about six miles south of 
Broadford. 

To the north of the valley is the ro8gh upl,md area of Beim an Dubhaich, 
reaching a l i t t l e  over 7759, developed on a granitic intrusion. The Cambrian 
Dwness Limes tone, in which a l l  the caves described are developed, outcrops 
along the south flank of the granite, forming a more o r  less continous bel t ,  
This outcrop forms the lower part  of the north side of the A l l t  nan Leac 
valley, and in places the valley f loor. The limes tone generally dips steeply 
southvmrd, and to the south disappears un&r Jurassic strata.  Various Fgneous 
intrusions occur i n  the limestone i t se l f ,  cad have interesting effects on cave 
development. 

To the east of, and beyond the cirea covered by the main part  of flis 
report, the l ine of limestone outcrop joins a similar band which runs on the 
north side of the Beinn an Dubheich grmdte, and the b e l t  of limestone then 
swings nor thwd,  and runs to  v&t;iin a mile or so of Broadford, and the doas t. 
This section forms the ridge of Ben Suardal, reaching over 9CQ' O.D. 

Most of our work has been concen-mated in the A l l t  m n  Lcac Valley i t se l f ,  
but various walks have b een made over the otner parts of the Durness 'knes 'cone 
outcrop, md l i t t l e  o r  no cave developmenJc found i n  them, This is probably 
ascribable to the f ac t  t l e  L l l t  nan Leac valley is the only area where 
impervious rocks (i ,e.  the granite) are  adjacent to the limestone, ,and a t  a 
higher level, so that streams can collect and flow onto the limestone, where 
they sink and form the various cave systems described, F r t h e r  north :md east 
the limestone forms a ridge bebeen tom valleys, with l i t t l e  or no surface 
drainage. 

The various saves described in this  ztrticlc are ranged along the 
limes tone outcrop, from Cmas h'lalag cave in the west, vvhere the outcrop 
reaches the sea, and a t  v~ r ious  points along the nort?! side of the valley for  
a mile 2nd a half easbvards, to U a n h  Cinn Ghlinn - Vc-lley Head Cave - where the 
A l l t  nan Leac i ts elf sinks md r ises  . 
Cave Names 
=----- 

For the caves, ~ p a r t  from C'mas Mahg Cave and S'einn an- ihbhaich Cave, 
which had been nariied previously, we h v e  coined names, =d had these suitably 
trms1-l-kd into Gaelic. These names, with Gaelic equivalents, are: 

Thc Cave of Knives / Uamh Sgeinnc 
ViJillotvtree Cave / Uamh Cr,obh Sheikach 
fit Cave / h h  Sluic 
S b t  Cave / Chon Ujhcl 
Valley Head Cave / Uamh Cinn Ghlinn 



MSG V i s i t s  to the area 

The original  v i s i t  to Skye, by Ihve Atkings and Peter Ryder, was made i n  
September 1 968. PFR explored Cmas Iv1a.lag Cave through from "daylight to daylight" 
with a fas  t-f ading N i f  e cel l ,  and also made the first " through tr ip" in Beinn 
an Duibhaich Cave, enlarging the Sink Eiztrance with a l i t t l e  hammering. JIL was 
b r ie f ly  kempted underground, -but  with inaCecr~mte lighting etc. no serious :mrk 
o r  surveyung could be undertaken. The choked zntrance to  what l a t e r  proved 
be Slant Cave was noted, along with other features of in teres t  i n  the upper 
L l l t  nan Leac valley. This v i s i t  was br ief ly  reported in the 1968 MSG Journal 
(NO .2 .) 

EIFR. Colin Carson. and C h r i s  kingthome arrived on Skye i n  a hired m i n i .  
Camas ~ a l &  and Bciim & Dubhaich caves were surveyed on the f i r s t  f dl day in 
Skye (hionday 12th April). On Tuesday speleological pursuits mere forsaken, and 
the extremely impressive Sgurr nan Gillem, the highest peak of the Blorthern 
Cuillin, climbed. Wednesday morning saw the NFC find, 'Jillovrtree Cave, 
I? rediscovered", the nearby pothole (Pit cp-ve) descended, and Slant  Cave entered 

a,fter a few minutes digging. I n  the afternoon CC and CL again succumbed W the 
Lure of the C u i l l i n ,  whilst EF% began Zigging, 1~5 th  geological hammer, a t  a 
boulder choked r i s ing  a t  the head of the L11t nan Leac, and rather to his  suprise 
opened up an accessible-sized entrance, and made the f i r s ;  exploration of the 
rather acueous V ~ l l e y  Read Cave solo. The following ( ~ h u r s d a ~ )  morning, on which 
i t  had been intended to leave Skye, CC and CL were dragged back to this cave, by 
t?les of caverns vast, and completed the exploration, as well as surveying the 
270' of cave found, 
September. I 971 . 

JL more ambitious v i s i t  had been phniied, but due to vehicle fai lures etc.? 
various people dropped out, and i n  t h e  end, on Friday September 3rd, it was 
only John Cooper and EFR who arrived a t  the campsite on the beach a t  Cmas Malsg, 
i n  EF%'s van. mA appecwed two days later ,  to  s l t  i n  the sun, and th is  time could 
not be lured underground a t  a l l .  Nevertheless, R useful cmount of work wds carried 
out* 

On Saturday September 4th Beinn an Dubhaich Cave m.s extendedl in rather 
wet conditions, by digging out a choke, into the stremAm~-, Land fa: lc~5ng a further  
50' of passage with an impressive char.iber, to a f iml  iqpassable bedding. Slant 
Cave was more closely e~~mined ,  a d  properly surveyed. Sunday m ~ s  spent looking 
a t  the Cuillins, th ls  time from the bottoi~, and on Itionday much l inestme was 
walked over i n  the Ben Suardal arca, without finding 'anything. On Tuesday morning 
various photographs were W e n  i n  Cmas Makg, Be inn an Dtibhaich and S h t  Caves, 
and l a t e r  PFR again walked several iniles over remote limestone outcrops, finding 
no thing of importance * Memvhile, JCC had a look a t  the lower Lilt nan k a c  
valley, which rea l ly  should have been vis i ted  earlEer, cad car.le back reporting 
a limestone gorge and an open resurgence cave. h further brief inspection 
(by IFR with a box of matches) in the evening twilight confirmed that  this  was 
"pramisin$" and so again the return was delayed, and on the following morning 
The Cave of Knives was explored and surveyed, before leaving the Is le ,  and a 
v i ~ ~ l l y  non-stop 438 mile drive back to  Darlington. 

-* 
We hope to return to Skye again ill the f a i r l y  new future. The open and 

alriiost open holes i n  the k l l t  m i  Ieac valley &ve been explored and surveyed, but  
l i t t l e  more than this.  There seems l i t t le  possibi l i ty of caves of any great 
extent, but seveml  hundred f e e t  of passage may await discovery a t  a few s i t e s .  
Further MSG Journals shoulcl contain reports on this.  





In describing the caves of the A n t  nan Leac valley, the system nearest 
the coast are  described f i r s t ,  working eastwards up the valley, 

If one follows tine cocstal  track, running south f m n  Torrin to  Suisnish, 
limestone is f i rs t  encountered passing above the sez c l i f f s  a t  the soutli? s ide of 
the sheltered bay of Canas Malag, The track winds inland m - i d  a small valley, 
containing a strean, the L l l t  na Garbhlain, f lo~s ing  down off Beinn =an Dubhaich 
to the east. Immediately below the track this stream drops into an obvious open 
sinkhole - the upper entrance to Canc.s hlalag Cave, 

C a r ~ a s  Malag Cave 

I n  r e a l i t y  there are  tvm separste caves here, but  they are  so close 
together that they can be treated as  one. The s t r e m  sinking in the obvious 
sinkhole bclow tne track flows through the Upper Cave, and resurges over an 
igneous dyke, which has obviously controlled the base level  t o  which t h i s  par t  
of the cave could develop. The strecan flovis over the dyke on the surface, and 
imlediately drops underground again infa the Middle Cave, which has several 
entrances dmppjn:, into the streLzmvmy, jefore the resurgence, which is in the 
actual  sea c l i f f .  One of these entrances has unfortunately been the repository 
of masses of donestic rubbish, and t h i s  obnoxious t i p  effect ively chokes the 
cave at, this point, providing EL division between Middle and Lower Caves. 

The Upper Cave is the nos t interest ing pe r t  of the systen, having a t o t a l  
(surveyed) length of c.400'. The s t r e m  can be followed through from the sink 
to the rising, the passage a t  f i r s t  being a hands-and-lcnees crawl, developing, 
a f t e r  a f l a t -ou t  sest ion through a pool, 2-nto an a t t r ac t ive  8' high s t remmy.  
This lowers again just before the r i s i n g  is reeched, and the caver a choice 
of -t;wo exits,  a dry squeeze up over a boulder, o r  to crawl out with the stream. 
There are  two s ide  passages of note in this  p a r t  of the cave, besides a few 
small ox-bows (see survey). Tne longer of these i s  s i tuated im~~iediately inside the 
upper (sink) entrance, and muns s t r a igh t  ,ohe?d where the streanvmy bends 1. 
This is a low bedding, and forks in to  bwo, a le  r. fork beconir~g too lovr, m d  the 
1. branch continuing f o r  perhaps & O f ,  before becornin: too low and choked. 

. The second s ide  passage enters the streanmy at  a very ncute.bend about YOs 
from the lower entrance, ~ m d  is .?. t i gh t  cscending rift - a th in  1.1~a.n could 
probably proceed further  tkm the 1 5' of so shown on the survey. T h i ~  could well  
be an i n l e t  from the arsa of' low and choked beddings seen i n  the f i r  3 t side passage. 

The s t r e m ,  a f t e r  flowing on the surface f o r  about 30' from the lower 
entrance to the upper cave, suddenly f a l l s  20' into an open pothole. Nearby a 
small hole drops into a passage entering th i s  pothole about I 0' do.cm, ,and a 
second hole drops s t ra ight  into the s tremway. The nost practicable s n t m c e  to 
t h i s  section of the sys teril is  a few yaxds nearer the sea, in  a large shakehole, 
The Middle Ccve basical ly one large passaze, divided in places into upper and 
lower levels, connecting with a l l  these entrances and the base of the open 
pot. The lower level  of the passage, containing the s t ress ,  terminates do~mstreai~l 
i n  the above-mentioned mWdish t ip ,  which chokes an open pothole i n  the same 
shakehole ns the main entrance to t h i s  section. 

Assorted rubbish fro~il t h i s  t i p  is scat tered throughout the bvrer Cave, 
which would otherwise be a very pleasant walking-sized s t r e m  paasage, entered 
froc, the r i s ing  about one th i rd  of the way d m  Kie sea c l i f f  - and reached by 
an easy sera-ible. The roomy passage ends upstream in the rubbish choked open 
pothole - an e x i t  could- be made here, but it v~ould be rather  hazardous and 
unpleasant. H P . ~  v e y  along the length of th i s  sect ion a small passage enters 
from the north, i n  the rvof - this was  not explored. Total length of the Middle 
and Lower Caves i s  c .2201, making the length of $he sys tem as  a whole c , 62C' . 

On the last visit to Cmas Ma1,-g Cave it vms found that more doinestic 
debris had been dumped in the upper enircuce to the upper c,o-ve, the sinkhole 
below the track, too riiuch to be a t t r ibuted  to yassing cam;jers, Prssrnlably the 
cave entrances, being beside the track, a re  being used as  a t i p  by a local  
community - t h i s  is most unfortunate, 



Follov~ing the coastal  track on southwnrd,~ from C m s  Malag Cave, a f t e r  
a3out a quLvter of a mile one cones to a bridge over a much larger  stream, 
the bl l t  nan Leac i t sew,  here flowing along the southern edge of the limestone 
outcrop. Above the trock a r e  a se r i e s  of ii;lpressive cascades and waterfalls 
in  a gorge, the north s ide of which, ~ n d  parts of the south, are  forriled by 
the Dumess k l e s t o n e  (most of the south m-11 of the ravine is of the overlying 
Jurassic s t r a t a )  . Below the track a fur ther  se r i e s  of cascades f a l l s  steeply 
in to  the sea. 

Scraiiilbling up the gorge fron the track, one passes several s m a l l  
hokes, mostly where parts  of the s tread pass undersound f o r  a few yards, and 
r i s e  again. However, perhaps I00 yards up from the road, there is a t r ibutmy 
on the north, which r i s e s  about 50q up the h i l l s i d e  from +he streani. The 
r i s ing  i tself '  i s  a s n a l l  pool, but  jus t  above th i s  there is the s m d l  but  
obvious entrance to - 
Uamh Sgeinne (The Cave of Knives). 

The entrance to this cave, d i r ec t ly  czbove the pool of the r is ing,  is 
a tube perhaps 2' in dianeter, sloping quite steeply upwards ( w i t h  the dip of 
the limestone, which is here steeply south~~drs) ,  turning r. and then 1. into 
a chamber developed on a bedding, about 4' high, and sloping up to a 'letter-box' 
a t  i ts  top end. In the f loor  of the chamber is a n a r r o w  rift dropping in to  a 
10we~ passage, emitting a strong draught ~ .na  the sound of a stream. 

The 'letter-box', about 3' kide. a d  I ' high drops into a l o w  passage, 
running back d&p under the f l o o r  of the chamber above ' -  with which it 
communicates by the narro1-r rift seen i n  the chanber floor.  Tihis passage drops to 
a ' T ' -junction, ~ ~ 5 t h  a low bedding on ?he l., and on the r. a small opening into 
a large sloping bedding, with the s trean f lo~v5n.g along the lower ( 5 .  ) edge. 

Entering the bedding, the stre'm is seen to drop in to  a s u p  pool on 
the 1. This can only be a few f e e t  from the onal l  pool whe?e the s t r e m  r ises ,  
just  i n  f ront  of the cave entrance. 

Upstream, the streamway continues, over a very jagged f loor  (the l., i.e. 
the bottom, mll, i s  cpparently igneous rock). L&fter 30' o r  so, the strem?;ay 
turns re, and f o r  a few f e e t  is c.6' high. Straight  ,ahead a t  this point is a 
lower bedding, opening into a small charniber, with ways on too t ight  o r  choked. 

The strean i t s e l f  r i s e s  from a tinJr hole under one w a l l ,  but  the main 
' s treamvmy' continues, doubling back on i t s e l f ,  apparently following a higher 
l e v e l  of the same s h n t i n g  bedding. On the 1. are  some good f ~ r ~ ~ i a t i o n s ,  s e v e ~ a l  
columns of c.2' joining f loor  and roof. aftei-  crawling tkrou&- this passage f o r  
some distance, with one or .two quite  low sections, the stre,m i s  cgain net, 
f lo~ving down a jagged trench from the top (i.e. 1,) edge of the bedding, 
and into s n a l l  f i ssures  a t  the bottom. The top of the bedding here again seems to 
be a th in  band of igneous rock, fornling the l i p  of the 3' m t e r f a l l  dovm which 
the s t r e m  en-c;,?s. The stream i n l e t  i t s e l f  is too low, but imedia te ly  beyond 
the passage can be seen continuing, throu@ deeper ponded back by the 
igneous band ( in areas such 2s th i s  where the 1Laestone i s  contorted and steeply 
fipping i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to distinguish between sills and CQkes), about 3' high. 

Jus t  beyond the s t r e m  in le t ,  the f loor  af the main passage s teps up 3', 
and th is  then narrows and ascends nore steeply, as a narrow chute. This r i se s  into 
a chamber, developed in igneous rock, and rather  loose and shattered, about 
4' high. Beyond is 2 short  choked passage, with daylight entering on the r., 
fhrough (I boulder ruckle. 

This boulder choked entrance vms located on the surface, about 120' 
due east  of, ,and 35' - 4&' above, the lower entrcvlceo This could well  have been 
open u n t i l  recently, ,and a few minutes laigging vmuld probably c lear  it again. 

Throughout the cave, the limes tone is  studded tvith very sharp sil iceous 
projections, which have a very destructive ef fec t  on czving gear, ancl on cavers 
themselves, hence the m e  - The Cave of Knives. 

The cave was surveyed to G r e 5 C ,  the length of the passage explored being 





270% . Unexplored oddments ;n.~s t add a t  l e a s t  another 30t,  so a length of 
c.300' can just i f iably be clajmed. Time factors  did not allow quite as thorough 
an explol-ation of th i s  cave and area as we would have liked. 

Following the A l l t  nan k z c  upstream, above the gorge, the valley widens, 
aid develops a much more level  floor, f o r  the be t te r  p a r t  of a mile, Near the 
commencement of this  section, a small t r ibutary enters from the north, and can 
be followed across the m~rshy valley f loor  to  its source, a r i s ing  from a pool 
a t  the foot  of a nail of igneous rock. This is the resurgence of the stream seen 
i n  Beinn an Dubhich Cave, the main entrance of which l i e s  zbout I 00 ' away, 
fur ther  eastvfards, and a b ~ u t  35' higlkter up the valley s ide ,  

This system h ~ s  two entr,a.nces, c .'i 00' apart, th3 'Main Entr,ancel, a n  open 
j?othole ~ " 5 t h  a t ree growing i n  it, and the nor? obvious sink entrance fur ther  
east, where a reasonable s ized s t r e m  fla-ring off Eeinn rn Dubhaich passes 
underground, on flo~ving off the gr,mite onto 'che limes'cone. 

A t  t h i s  sink, the cave is entercd by a squeeze throuth a boulder ruclcle, 
opening in to  the top of another inclined bedding, dovm which the stream cascades. 
Ilescending this ,  the way on is  to the r ,, in to  a small chamber, where the stream 
sinks i n  n choked bedding under one vmll, On the r., a I ' hi& crawl emerges 
a f t e r  a few f e e t  under the wall of a roomjr cl:arober, about 1 5' square and 6' hi*, 
with on the re canother inclined bedding r w ~ l i n g  up to a choke under a surf ace 
shakehole, and similar to bOt seen be lor  the sink entrance. Both these inclined 
beddings have granite f loors  - the uiieatiiering of which gives r i s e  to the red 
mud found in the cave - and l i iestone roofs , 

Entering th i s  clmber,  on the 1. are  tvfo srncll passages, and on L'?e f a r  
(west) s ide of the chamber a th i rd  lav passrge, The r, h,md of the two passnges 
on the 1. ends iiimediately in z. choke, the 1. descends a d  turns r., mnd u n t i l  
September 1 971 ended i n  another boulder choke, tl?rou& which the stream could 
be heard. 

This choke was eas i ly  cleared, 2nd a vm.y opened in to  a small chamber 
across which the strean flowed, f ron a choked bedding under the 1. w a l l ,  and 
into a low descending beddin,? under tlie r. vd"z~l1. This was followed - in the 
wet conditions a t  the time of the f i r s t  exploration, quite a sporting proceduxne - 
through a low section fo r  a few fee t ,  u n t i l  tile passage emerged in the roof of 
quite an impressive c h ~ ~ l b e r ,  w i t h  -mils of s teeply dipping l ines  tone m ~ ~ o r p h o s e d  
to marble along its wr,t~.ct  w i t h  the g n n i t e .  A t  the foot  of the e3sil-y descended 
10' waterfal l  dropping to the chmber floor,  the strecam disappears into a n  
impenetrably low bedding under the south v ~ l l .  On the re is a passage, i i~ilediately 
s p l i t t i n g  in to  two. The r, fork i s  a choked bedding running up very steeply, and 
probably choked under the f loor  oi' the chzuiber above, ,and -the 1. fork closes down 
to a very narrow i n n e t  c r ~ ~ ~ i r l ,  which vm-s no t ' pushed' - i t  may well  be choked d t e r  
10' o r  so. The r i s ing  of the cF-ve etrea;. is s t i l l  about 150' from this point, 
,and i t  had been hoped tlmt passable cave night extend f o r  ruch of this dic tance. 
Hov~~ver, the t o t a l  length of th i s  ' extension' 8-pproaches 50' . 

Returning to  the chamber above, the low cr~-wl  on its west s ide cmtinues, 
rapidly gaining height, and daylight can be seen ahead fron the Main Entrance. 
On the r, a low opening drops d.own in to  a nmddy chaiiber, and yet  'another of the 
bedding planes slanting steeply up nortliwards, on a granite f loor .  

The main passage, now 7' high, leads on up to the Main Entrance, forned 
possibly by the colh.pse of a section of the cave roof (althou* i t  night have been 
a sinkhole a t  soinc renote t ine) ,  a s q u v e  s h ~ f  t c .I 0' deep, and easi ly descended 
by scrambling down the branches of the t r ee  P-liich g m v ~  in it. The south 1~~111 

of the sh,dt i s  forr.ied by igneous rock, runnkg in n bmd pa ra l l e l  with the valley 
side. 

On the west s ide of the open shaf t  the cave continues, dovm a bodder  
slope, in to  an 8' high passage again. l i f te r  30' a deep tranch in the f loor  suddenly 
develops, giving Athe passacie a ' T' -shape$ cros s-s ec tion, The ups t convenient 
route to foliovr is  along the wider section a t  roof lcvel, since the trench, 



1 2' below, is very narrow. 
The traverse is ensy f o r  50f, t o  o sinall chamber developed a t  roof level. 

The upper evld lower routes diverge b r i e f ly  here. The t m c h  becomes extreinely 
t ight,  and the \cider upper sect ion narrows to a rift, a d  descends two 6' drops, 
the lower over a stalagmite flow, to r e  join the lower route, which widens ago-in. 
The passage, with deep mud on the floor,  then swings 1. 2nd enters the Termi~lctl 
Chamber, with 2' of s t a t i c  water, the roof height dropping froril 20', there the 
two routes converge, to 8'. On the 1. of the chmber a sclall tr iangle of airspace 
continues above water level, the ~ m t e r  deepening t o  4' on tha t  s ide of the chamber, 
The airspace does not seem of usable size,  mi? no further  exploration was atteilpted. 
The r i s ing  ppol is  about 75' awe-y t o  thc south of this  point. 

The ceve, and in par t icu lar  t he  relationship of i ts  passages to the 
granite/limes tone boundary, is  described in ' I r i s h  Spe leology ' , Vol .I . No .I . 
A grade 2-3 survey i s  given, which <oes not k l l y  in so;,le respects vsith our own 
grade 5c survey, and the description  lakes no mention of the ppp=vent dyke 
which forns the south w a l l  of the Flhin Entrance shaft, o r  of the similar pc-rallel 
igneous band f ron under which the cave s t rem r i ses  . Beinri rn Ixzbhaich Cave 
obviously offers  more prospects f o r  geomorphological study. 

The t o t a l  length of passage is c .40Ot, 350' surveyed, ~ n d  50' estimated 
i n  the 1 971 ' extension' . 

Continuing along the north s ide  of the L ? - l t  nan Leac valley, eastwards 
from Beinn stn Dubhaich cave, d t e r  c.150 yp.rds, n s n a i l  cave entrance behind 
a bush was found. A descending 3' hi$ passage leads f o r  c .25' to a squeeze 
over a nudbstnk in to  a choked 1 0 aven, w i t h  no prospect of furthey extens ion. 
This oddinent of cave does not zppear to be connected with any act ive o r  f o s s i l  
sink, being sone distance south of' the ganite/li.;lestoneestone boundmy. 

100 yarcs o r  so fur ther  eastmrxrd, cmd a l i t t l e  further up the hi l ls ide,  
is a quite impressive open r i f t  c .I 5' deep, cholced a t  the bo t ton (a possible dig), 
again unconnected with m y  s t reaa  sink. Contii1uin.j: up the valley, a t  the s:ar~lestonee 
level, the next feature of in t e res t  is  a row of' four shakeholes running diapcmaily 
down the valley s ide  fron nor th-eas t to south-wes t . a le  highest of these is a 
wet weather sink, and the removal of a few s,,lall b o u l e r s  in the bottom of the 
shake exposed an open hole, the entrance to  what is  q p a r e n t l y  the cave explored 
by the N E  members and described i n  the i r  nevmlettcr: 
~ & h  Cmobh Sheile>,c& (~i l lovr t ree  ~z-ve ) 

1% descent of 6' through the boulders i n  the shakehole opens intc a t r i m g u h r  
chamber about I 0' long, with at i ts  end a t igh t  squeeze onto a fur ther  drop, 
of about 12' (eas i ly  c lhbed) .  A t  the foo t  of th i s  is a narrow passage of walking 
height, which swings r. 'and gently descenh, to suddenly end i n  a b h k  v r a l l  with 
a t iny gravel choked bedding at  its foot. Total length VIES c .70', and depth ~ ~ 3 0 '  . 

In  the lowest of the l ine 01' shc&es running down fron Uamh Craobh Sheileach 
is a small entrancs* leading to a 20' drop amidst boulder ruckle. k way on in to  
a more so l id  chaJliber could be seen, but w a s  not forced, since the thole ruckle 
seemed on the verge of collapse. 

L further quarter of a mile up the rn-lley, and a t  about the sar~lestonee level  - - 
as this cave, a small stream sinks into an impressive open pot : 
Uwh Sluiq (P i t  cave) - 

At the surface this takes the form of a r i f t  perhaps 70' long md I 5' vide 
r unn ing  north-west "c south-eas t. The overhanging north-east wal l  of the hole 
is formed by the granite, the opposite ~ m l l  by ,limes tone metamorphosed t o  marble. 
The west end of the rift is eas i l :~  climbed do~,m to a depth of c .20', below which 
the pot takes the f o m  of a v e r t i c a l  shaft c ,I 0 ' in dime t e r  and 20 ' deep (a 
ladder is required). The  rails are of ve r t i ca l ly  dipping mcrble, znd drop s t r a i @ t  
to a boulder floor,  vrhert2 the stream sinks, vzitnout m y  indication of horizontal 
development, a t  a t o t a l  depth of c .LtO ' , The r i s i n g  is  nearby. 





The last of the si6ks on the north s ide of the valley is a5out 200 yards 
beyond Uamh Sluic, and i s  shovnl on 'che 0 ,~ ,2&" map. A s i n a l l  s t rean drops 
into qui te  a large sinkhole, ,and sinks i n  a choked inclined rift. The r i s ing  is 
about 60' lower dovm, a t  the foot of the vclleg wall. Betvreen sink and r i s ing  is 
a large depression, %>here par t  cf the undei-sound stream course has apparently 
collapsed. A t  the If upstream end" of t h i s  is -the entrance to  ; - 
Claon Uamh (s lan t  Cave). -' - 

The entrance to  th i s  vms choked when found, bu t  caeared with a few 
minutes digging, The la-J entrance i t s e l f  appears to  be formed in an igneous 
dyke, and immediatePj inside, the parsage enters limestone, and enlarges, To the 
re is a descending f i s s u r e  to  a sump pool, t o  the 1. an inclined rift r i s ing  
northward to a horizontal  cra~vl, f o r  a few fee t ,  dropping 'nto a larger  passnge. 
On the 1, here the main cave s t r e m  enters via a 3' water fa l l  from a 6" hi& 
bedding, and promptly sinks i n  the f loo r ,  In wet cmr~ditions a second, smaller, 
stream f l o i ~  from the main passape beyond this, and drops into a narrow rift on 
the r, a few f e e t  beyond the choked main stream sink. This rift c'an be forced by 
sideways squeezing, down two 3' drops, to a wider section, where the 
disappegrs into a sump pool. 

The main passage continues f o r  15' o r  so, about 4' wide and 3' high, 
passing a high rift on the r . which orks, both branches becoi~ling too narrow within 
a few fee t ,  ,and then opens into tne base of the f i na i  iztclined r i f t ,  choked 20' 
up with unstable boulders and s o i l ,  The survey proves t h i s  to be the sane r i f t  
as  seen i n  the sink, and only a few f e e t  of boulders and s o i l  can separate the 
cave from the surfcce - a ' top entrance' could probably be eas i ly  opened, i f  
there was an3- need of one. The t o t a l  length of th is  Interest ing l i t t l e  ceve 
is  c.130' - the igneous intrusions i n  the limestone appear t o  have phyed an 
important ro le  in its development, 

Between the ' downstream' end of the collapse depression in which the 
entrance to the cave is situated, m d  the ac tad resurgence a t  valley f Loor level, 
is  a shor t  section of cave, Lower S lant  Cave, involving a squeeze down between 
boulders a t  i t s  'top entrance', and a short  wet crawl. This section is c -25' long. 

Above Chon Uamh the val ley n a r r o v ~ ,  m d  a high lir~les tone c l i f f  develops 
along the north side,  The limestone here extends to  the south s i ae  of the val ley 
as well, and there is  a snlall r i s i n g  south of the main stream - t h i s  is f ed  
by a sink perhaps 100' higher up, on the south flank of the valley, bu t  both 
r i s ing  and sink are thorougllly choked, and thcrc appears l i t t l e  hope of an 
accessible cave hcre. A few hundred yards fur ther  eas t  the A l l t  nan k a c  i t s e l f  
r ises ,  from the foot ~f the northern c l i f f s ,  This i s  Uamh Cinn Ghlim, dug 
out a t  Eas t e r  I 971 . 
Uamh Cinn Ghlinn. (valley Head cave). -------- 

The small entrance, a t  the Yoot of the c l i f f ,  beside the ac tua l  r i s ing ,  
drops in to  a small If cha&erf' mostly occupied by 3' of water and a large boulder. 
A duck alongside the boulder leads in to  a low arched passage running p a r a l l e l  with 
the d l i f f  'up-mlleyt, with about l 1  airspace above deep c l ea r  green water. 
This forks - the 1, branch has very l i t t l e  airspace, ,and the r, branch is a 
crawl over sone boulders, with chinks of daylight entering from the c l i f f  face. 
The two branches rejoin,  and a junction is  reached, To the r. ends irimbdiately, 
and s tl-aight ahead is a boulder choke a f t e r  I 5 ' . The 1. passage lowers to  a 
narrow duck, but  running water is audible ahead here, and beyond the duck the 
passage suddenly opens in to  a chcmber, 

The .main way on here is to the . r ., through * t? 1 5' wide c1iai;ibcr with 
scat tered boulders, and the stream flowing across the gravel f loor  only a f cw 
inches deep. The ch,wiber closes a f t e r  30' to a canal. The height of this varies 
between 2' and 6', with deepening vmter, a d  e ~ d i n g  a f t e r  some near-ducks i n  
a f i n a l  constricted sunlp, 60' from the chamber. 



Returning to  the point  a t  which the i n i t i a l  wet crawl opens up into 
the larger  ch,mber, on Lye 1. a lot-I passage up a sandy slope suadenly opens into 
an impressive chamber - Chantry Chmber - rou&ly c i rcu lar  i n  pLm, 15 '  hi& 
and 20' i n  diameter, ~~5th some flows tone decorations on the vmlls . 9' up the 
w a l l  a 4' high passage enters - t h i s  ends a f t e r  20' i n  a boulder chbke. The main 
way out of the chamber i s  on the l., and i s  an impressive section of passage 
20 high ,and 6 ' wide, svringing r. and r i s i n g  quite s teeply to come to  a sudden 
m d  disappointing end i n  a bl& and a small choked aven. 

The t o t a l  length of Uamh Cinr~ Ghlinn proved to be  270' . The sink is 
about quarter of a mile away, fur ther  eastwards up the val ley (the s t r e m  flowing 
from the q p e r  section of the valley sinks i n  a shallow choked sink hole - a 
l i t t l e  digging was attempted here, without resu l t ) ,  and thus the system c m  be 
sa id  to have the grectest  ' potentialt  of any in the A l l t  nan Leac area, a s  
the sink to r i s i n g  distance considerably exceeds \hat of tine smaller systems 
along the north flank of the m-lley, 

Other Caves i n  Skye 

It is intended to organise another MSG visit to the I s l e  of Skye i n  
the summer of 1972, to continue war-k on a number of s i t e s ,  both i n  the 
A l l t  nan Leac valley, and i n  other areas. Reports on th i s  work 7 ill appear 
i n  a l a t e r  Journal. 

On the nortli s ide of the grCanite mass of Beinn an Dubliaich, a s m a l l  
resurgent cave was found, and follotved as a t i gh t  wet crawl, f o r  25' or  
so, to an a1,vkv~ard duck. The potent ial  i s  nbt great - there is  an obvious 
sink 2-300 yards away - but  continuing passage could be s3en. 

Avrcy from the Durness Liiilestone, 9 cave was found i n  the Jurassic 
lim2stones (which cover a much greater are? than the Durness ~imestone)  
about tk-ee miles east  of Broadford. This cave is obviously f a i r l y  well knovm 
locally, and it, and the area around i t s  entrance, i s  used as  a repository 
f o r  farm and domestic debris. PFR, i n  normal gem, cr,o.x- led 30' o r  so into 
the cave, over a f loor  coi3posed lcargely of rusty t in s  and broken gLass, and 
r e t i r ed  where an a l d  te?. chest  ~ m s  wedged across the passaze. Near the 
entrcvlce (from which s 9 a l l  s t r e m  f lows)  was a r i s ing  c ~ v ~ ,  of e l~terable  
s ize,  but  having dead livestock in the pool 2.t i ts enircnce, i n  sufficen-t; 
quantity to  deter  any thought of exploration. This r i s ing  cave i s  fed  by nn 
obvious sink only a few y,ards away. 

There a re  a varlety of sea cavcs around the I s l e  of Skye, and these 
have been v i s i t ed  znd described more frequently than the inland lu,ies$one 
systems. 

Any fur ther  information on limestone caves i n  Slcye would be ,gratefull-y 
received ( a t  the address belo~f)  . I n  such an "outlying nrea" as  this, it i s  
very d i f f i c u l t  to ascer tain whether a cave has been prcviously entc re.' o r  
not. Thus clnirning of "neri explorations", exces-L where (2s a t  Uamh Cinn 
~ h l i n n )  the entrance h-.d to be dup open, nn(3 had obviously not been open 
recently, i s  thus made tentatively.  

P.F .Ryder c/o. 73 Abbey Road, D~rl ington,  Co. Durhanl. 





A l l  meets included in the Meets Rccord Fi le ,  f o r  the y e a  1 971 ) . 7=- 
2-1 -71 . Fadmoor C a z  L .HoLn~s, -D.F,Ryder, GoStevens. 
Fadnoor Caves prospected and surveyeL - see elsewhere. 
7-1 -71 . Fadnoor Caves C .Carson, J.D.Cooper. 
Unsuccessful digging attempt on the choke i n  Cave I. 
9/1 &/I 6/22/23-1-71 . winde,cr Mine Czverns C .C . , 8 .Ev?ns, S .D.Hod;;son, 
J.C .brigs t a f f ,  M,~.Norton, PsPoR., P.Stephenson, G.S. 
Mostly surveying t r ips .  
6-2-71. Findear; are?- R.E., P.F.R. 
1; surf ace walk alon,: Vinde: g Scars, nothing of import found. 
1-2-71 . 1,irindeap- ivline Caverns C .C ., ROT., F .H,, P.F.2, -- 
More surveying, m d  incidents w i t h  loose boulders. 
20-2-71 . &gil l  Scar and Bob S~ar,-~~~ensleyda.le J.iirrowsmith, SOH., P.F.R. 
Mostly surf ace prospecting, Bob Scar caves explored. 
26/27-2-71 . TJinZepp -- Mine - Caverns -- J.L,, S.E,, L,H., MeGoNo, PoF.R., G.8. 
More surveying, certain compass inaccuracies experienced beipg l e t e r  traced 
to A.H.'s patent m a ~ e t i c  s t e e l  helnet, 
13-3-71 . Bob Scar Caves C.C., i~oH. ,  P.F.R., G.l~!.&S~B-vies [YURT) 
Both caves a re  phreatik systcns, with no evidence of vadose action, and 
l i t t l e  prospect of extension. No.1 is 250' long (surv. to ~ r . 4 )  and  NO.^., 80' . 
20-3-71 . -- God's Bridge Are& P.FoRo, G.M,&S.D. 
Surface surveying, a traverse of 1,700' beinp carr ied out. 
26-3-71 . 7- SOH., G.So 
27-3-71 . Eweleap Scar -- Pot C.C,, C.hngthorne, P.F.R., GeMo&SoDe, D.Young. 
This i n t e r z t i n p  pothole (NP 939.024) consis ts  of ?. wide 20' pitch, cancl c? 
narrower bl ind 1 8' shaft  dircc t l y  below. A t  the heac? of the 20' &-op a 
scramble up in to  a r i f t  leads to  the hea? of' an 'underfround' 25' pi tch i n t o  
a chgmber, from which a sldall s t r ~ a l l ; ~ . y ,  with a pa-rnllel ox-bum, runs f o r  
30' o r  so to  a squeeze down in to  a nine l e v e l  - containin:- very deep mud. 
This was not explored - the o r i p i m l ,  blocked, entrmnce viias a t  the c l i f f  foot.  
3-k-71 . Kel2hen-ds Css C .C , , C .Lo, P.F.R. 
The survey v n s  cont in~e?~.  
4-4-71 . lRrindegr y;inc C z v e ~  DoCarlisle, C; .C , , B. Lleobury, G,hi.D,, S .ii., C ,Lo 

"final" photographic ,znl surveying t r ip .  
7-4-71 . E l l e r  Beck Hea? Cave JoDoC. ,  J.C.L. 
The survey was continued, the t r i p  being ter;;lin,?tcd by lipAt f ~ i l ~ i .  
9-4-71. & e ~ e _ a d s - C ~ e  J.D.C., G.i{!.D,, G.S. 
The survey was "co.dpleted" (see Journal 4). 
11/12/13~14/15-4-71 . n k c  V a e , I e o f  CoC.,C.Lo,PG~oR. 
See a r t i c l e  under 'JYeG%Xi310ra t ions ', 
26-4-71 . Ais -= L t b ~  ----- Te t - Mine, - --g--eL?P&ay. PeF ,X,, D o  k'. 
Ln evening t r ip ,  inspection ,mfi survey cf 012 j e t  vrorkcings, iT7 850.087, 
near :'hitby. -1 t o t a l  of 460' of p?ssagc, mostlj~ dr:r 2nd roomy. 
8-5-71 . Yenrc'ale C,C,, P.F.R., G.S, 
Harehope Qu2rry, now nvi3. l~ devour in^ J ~ c o b  ' s Vela Cave, TVCS v is i tec ,  ?at! 
also Stanhope Dene, whi>re zn old 1.1ine in PLecahope Burn, i n  viihicli a :;enuine 
subterranean white rab'iit allas encountcn d, C m c i  fxaglents of a c?-ve a t  
NY 988 .&I 0 (remxnts of Hentheryburn Cave?), the longest c -30' , .:rere explores. 
1 5-5-71 . Great Dun F e l l  C .C., POFOR, 
iLt NY 704,322, a li l tl, digi ing opened the top of n 5' dialdeter heavily f lu t ed  
sh,aft 35' deep, with no w2.y on a t  the bottom. On ' L i t t l e  Dun 17,- 11, follavin: the 
Main Limestone outcrop round, a sink a t  NY 703.325 was found, where a 
ha7carclo,,s descent of 35' through boulc?ers recched n r i f t  choked with clenci sl~cep. 
3-6-71 . Laggergill C oi;o, P.F .RC, DoS tephenson. 
The Hcrse Level, and about 100' of the sii~?~ll natural  cave cut  ne,w thc cnh-nce, 
were surveyed. 
17-7-71 . Sneltr-,211 Beck Cave C,C, ,  CoL. 
Primarily a photopraphic t r i p ,  The r. branch of Hcllovirc.en I%-ssage, a t  the 
,anc3 of Hnndmrecker Series, the ' f a r  end' of the cave, xms pushed f o r  2 fur ther  
20' to  where the r i f t  closec? i n  cozpletely. 



29-7-71 . &i;-kcialc CcLve. D.Rackstrav7, G,S , 
Surveying: t r ip .  
1 -8-71 . Lcvis Hole Mine-, Grinton. C .C . , C .L. 
Continuation of digging a c t i v i t i e s ,  
2-8-71 . %eleap l~?est Cave, J.C,Lo, P,P.II. 
See elsetinere - 'breakthrough' a t  the dis.  
6-8-71. Kirkdale Cave ROE,, G.S. 
Surveying t r i p .  
7-8-71 . Bnreleap Scar a,rz-a C .Lo, P.F .,Re 
Exploration and survey of Eveleap 'Tiest Cave, ,?nd Foxelove Pot, conplcted. 
8-8-71 . Lbleburn ---- ~ine-cavS. . C.Co,  J o D o C o ,  S.H.., CoL0 
il ph~tographic t r ip .  
20-8-71 . L c k  Scar Cave. R,C,, L .So 
Survey and exploration - see  elsewhere. 
21 -8-71 . Lovc,rrill Ccres . J . D o C O ,  POFOR. 
Surveying corilmenced - see elsewhere. 
29-8-71 . ~~rinde~~;~~&~~-Ca-ver~,. C oC e ,  J *C o ,  C *Lo 
Photographic t r ip .  
1-9-71. VlrestS-crc,fton Pot. B,Dobson, R,E,, G,S, 
3/4/5/6/7E -9-71 . &1fC m n  k a c  ValleyP -Isle- ,o,f-S,kye. J , D ,i, t k i n p  , J. D ,C o, I? ,F OR * 
See a r t i c l c  i n  'New Explcra t ions ' section. 
4-9-71 . CoJ.Brgw Lrea . C . C . , C ,Lo 
Draughtin8 Hole, IT2 008.092, on the plateau IF'' of Jinglepot Hole, was i - e t ~ r n e l  
to, and proved to close dom 15' beyond the previous lbit. This hole. tiibt, 
35' deep and c -60' ion: , a t  t i m s  a:its 3 very considerable dr?.u;J~t, bu t  
there seems l i t t l e  chance of follovrin:. it. 
4-9-71 . 3srinLio.Ie ?,o$s. J O-rl , S ,E. , P,Hollox~~y. 
5-9-71 . a_r%k.cn R i ;  t POL. Jail o ,  C ,C, , S o l i o ,  P,H,, C ,Lo 
To locatc t h i s  elusive hole, cor~tinue west froiri Sun.,ler b d p e  (~ rzckpo t )  
f o r  I mile up Bloody Vale, where s t rex  veers off to r. keep 1. f o r  qwxter  
of a mile to  streaii sink. 25' from stremi sink is pothole enJcr,ance, 30' 
ladder pi tch in to  r i f t  and chcmbe,-, 40' long, unscfe boulders, good st2.1. 

6-5-71 . god' s Bri-d~e R~ygr- Czve . DoRq, G-S 
:P?atcr levels  were too high to push wither wpstrerm or dovmstrem end, 
15-9-71. Lovergill Caves. JoD.C., P,F,T. 
See elsewilcre - the duck i n  the Resurpence Cave was passed. 
18-5-71 . L o z r p i l l  C a a .  Fo;Ie, L,.H,, I'aPoR. 
A survey in^, t r i p  preceecling the ILSG zrmu3.1 iiinncr a t  Castle Bolzon. - 

- " i l L  Eoar Fell .  J.D.C., l , F , R O  21 -9-71 . G r e e n  Pi;- - .  Pot, -_ _ _-a -_- 
Previous descriptions of t h i s  pot a re  somewhat incorrect - the entrance p i tch  
i s  33 ' i n  a l l  ( the f i r s t  I 0' c l i i~bable) ,  not 55' . The cnc? of  he s y s t ~ i ~ i  is  
a very t ight  wet cravl, without any drau~rht a t  ,211. 25' of low beddin:: wire 
gained in the o p p ~  i t e  direct ion to  the main passZ..ge, a t  the foo t  of 'chc entrCLncc 
pitch, endin&< low and choked. 
25-9-71. gr?nge G i l ~ ~ c ^ p e , ~ ~ n , s _ l p @ ~ l . .  J o - ~ o y  J,D,C., P,F.Re 
Grange G i l l  Cave, SD 92.L. 91 3, ws f ound, a small risin: c- ve, quite root,iy 
in i t i a l ly ,  and 70' long i n  a l l ,  
30-5-71 . Jack S C ~ .  Poho, !floGoNo, G.S. 
See elsewhere. 
8-1 0-71 . ---- God's Bri6gi.e -= -Cave. Coca, PeROJ G.S, 
Both ups t r cx i  v ~ c l  downstream l i n i t s  were extended - see elsewhere. 
13-10-71. F&xoor C I ~ E ,  P.K,, iii.G,T<,, GoS. 
See elsewhere. 
22-1 0-71 . Kinde (rp iiii_ne C-ve-r_ns-. PA, ,  G, S o  
Yet again. 
30-1 0-71 . E11er 3eck Hres-c Ce-ve. TOEo, GOSO 
The survey was completed, -.nil 'fiTor~l Se~~7c.r forced 10 '  fur ther  'GG whcre it closcd 
~o~ i lp l e t e l~ r .  A t o t a l  of 3hr.20min. VYIF-s spent i,lnorsed in th i s  
3 ~ - I  0-71 . Zrouph SCC.I-S C?==. J,IL,, C .&y, POFOR, 
Various fen tu-ts of in t e res t  were noted (i . e , no thing worthwhile done) , 
1-11-71. Jack ----- S C ~  Cave. Pofi*, D.R,, G.S, 
See elsewhere. 



3-1 1-71 . g'i~ia&adge -qea ,  Derbyshire, D,Gibbons, K,Orford, POFOR., M,Stockm?ell. 
Inaugxal  t r i p  of the s n a l l  'Southern Pennine Branch' - reports on these 
a c t i v i t i e s  shoulc?. appear a t  scnc future &te. 
1 0-1 I -71 . Hazlebad~e ares.  D,G., K ,O , , P.F .R, , h1.S 
12-11-71. k i o r s d a l e  cave. C.C,, POFOR., I.Gibson, R.Lee, ~ A . T r ~ ~ c ? ~ t b .  
Universitv of Newcns t l e  Caving Club h2-d a f c r tn i rh t  l?reviously extended the - 
cave by s ivesa l  hundred feet .  See elsi.vvhcrc f o r  f u l l  report. 
1 3-1 1 -71 . &-axve. PoH., POP ,Re,  GoS 
17-11 -71 . Pictor En9 Cc..ve, &~,1eb,as~, ivies., PoYoRo 
This interes   tin^ cave-culli-:.line was surveyed, 290 ' lon:.,, Lb5' deep. - - - 
27-1 1 -71 , Pinanore --- Fnd Cave. P.H,, PoF ,R 
Yet a n ~  ther survey colLip l e  t e  6, 
1 -1 2-71 . Stoneg ididdleton., -- - D e r a h i r e .  -- - D O G o ,  J.I?abersh&n, KoO., POFOR., ides a 

Bamf c r t h  Hole v is i tec ,  an? the lower (f looded) entrance to C~xlS~vark Cavern 
entered, in mistake. 
4- 12-71. Elu,s&effiere. C.C,, PoHo 
Digging comi,lenced a t  tlie base of the c ouble mine shaf t  on the skeczlil bnnlc 
above Flushieinere House, which in 1 967 hc.6 been open, ,ad led into m t ~ a l  
passages, and has since p x t i a l l y  run i n ,  
8-12-71. Car-swark Cr?vern. DOG., K-O., P.F.R. 
1 I -1 2-71 . -- Flushienere. - ---- C .C., P,H, 
Digging continued, =an; then ~~bandoned, due to a su-i~er~.bundance of l i q ~ i d  nu-~?, 
The shnf t is very unsafe. 
11 -1 2-71 . Swinhope -- - - -= Bum. --- =-= -. JA., PoFoRo 
Swinhopeburn Cave, NY 8C9,342, sul-vtyed, 70' long, no prospects. Elph Cleu&- 
Pot, so f a r  50' long znd 25' deep, very unstc^;ble, found, NY 891 .341 . 
15-12-71. E-qen Caves,-da&e2 ii.H., POPOR, 
Survey commenced. 
1 8-1 2-71 . Elpllc Grecn Cnves. JeLLD, C .C ,, S ,He, C .Lo, PsFoRo 
Survey c o ~ ~ p l e t e d  
26-1 2-77 . Lovergill Resurgence C n s .  J,D,C. ,  
J .D.C, reached the end- of tlie extension of the cave. 
30-1 2-71 . ~r'r,o,~:,s&",le CO-ve. C . G o ,  P.F.E., G-So 
ii seven hour survey t r ip ,  made even nore ardous by the f 2 c t  that the roaa UP 
t o  Priorsdale was blockeC by snow, an?. the party had t o  flounder thrcu* sno7q 
fores ts  to  reach the cave, 



Khazad-dm.?, - s u % n  3epth Record a7J ,  

I n  MSG JOLUTLE~~ 4 was published an a r t i c l e  describing the explorntion 
of Tassie Pot ( '  The Deepest Pothole i n  I,ustralia'  ), which then clz.irLled the 
iius t ra l icm depth record a t  4 5 0  ' . This exploration uvas led by Philip Robinson, 
one of the 'founder members ' of YGG, and act ive with us fr6n I 966 to  kukwt  
1 970, when he l e f t  England to work as a research chemist i n  Hobn'c, Ta~i,l,ania. 
There he joined the Tasmanian Cavemeering Club, a d .  h2-s sent  back r o b y  
reports of the i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Tassie Pot, a clry,  predoninantly v e r t i c j l  S Y S ~ ~ L ; ~ ,  

only held the depth record f o r  a 'f e ~ ?  months . 
The successor to  Tassie Pot vms an ac . i ve  sink s y s t e ~ ,  a t  f i r s t  Lo-belled 

JF 4/5 ( according to the systern of recording caves in this ,  the Junee- 
Florentine, area),  but, as explorc tion proceeded, 1lraiile6 Khazad-dm. 
Exploration took a cons i2er~ble  t ine,  since many attenpts had to  be ab~mdoncd 
due to the force of water on the water fa l l  pitches i n  the streca11i~e-y, but  
the system was eventually bo ttoned on Saturchy I 8th Decer~ber; 1 971 , -and 
Philip has sent  the or ig ina l  advance party report  on this t r i p ,  mi-i ,kn 
ii,iinedi,ztely af ten-mrds , which is trmscribec? below. However, R l i t t l e  I:iore 
information on the systeni and area. (extracted from v u i o u s  previous . l e t t e r s  
and copies of the T,C ,C . newsletter) w i l l  s e t  the scene f o r  t h i s  account 
of the f i n a l  assaul t ,  

Khaznd-durn is a rxnjcjr stream sink,, resurging aJc the Junee resurgence 
(a very large r i s ing  f eci by m,znJr sinks - the c?.vc; here is suixped 300' in, 
an6 hcs been dived f o r  a fur ther  550' , and deptn 55' ) , which is 1 1 ,250' 
i n  l inear  d i s  t:i.nce fro;.] Kh&zacl,-2Llu;;, a d  I ,257 ' lower. Tne Southern 
Hemisphere depth i-ecor?. is a t  present he12 by HanvppZ! Hole, Nevi Z e r ~ ~ ~ n d ,  ' 

which is 1,210' deep, an6 it ha6- 3 ~ c n  hoped that Khazad-dwii mig$.t j W t  
beat t h i s  figure.  In the exploration, i n i t i n l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  were encountered 
with the heavy vv'~~terfa1ls near the entrcnce, ;?ad bo l t s  Ticre f ixeG to em.ble 
a c1G.b out of the 7 ~ ~ ~ L 1 t e r .  Hov~ver, a route avoiding th i s  ITSUS found, viz 
a 1 5' scaling pole clir;.ib to  an upper pcssage, of ~ j ~ l k i n c . :  s i z e  to  e 1 0' lin-6der 
pitch, followed by a 100' rthpe pitch, a c l i zb  over lcjose rocks, c?.ncl fnen ' 
a 92' free-hanging; k.dder pitch. i; fur ther  70' pi tch entered the styean 
passape, which 113s followed dcvm to ,n. 95' pitch, r igred 20' ?"~~,ay froci the 
waterfall .  The s trea~.r,~.y,  o r  r i v e r ~ y ,  continue6 f o r  c ,I ,000' , 1 0' wicie ?ail 
in places 80' hifill, The next s i x  pi-tckes c re  c l l  wet, but  of no ::reat len;:;th, 
20', 30', 1 5 ' ,  25', 23' and 30' , A fortni; :ht  before the f i n a l  assault ,  , b o l t s  
f o r  belzys were p12,ced a t  the he?.& of most of these pitches. ~'-t th-ic foot  :jf 
the l z s t  30' p i tch  7;ras .?. seventh v~a te r fn l l  pitch, of soilie depth. This ~1o5n-L 
had been reached in !\$arch 1371, and c;le nzmbei- of the pwty had nz:.ur:eC- to  
descend 3O', before being forced back by the volmie of va ter  f2llirl.2;. ILt the? 
head of t h i s  pitch, on the sane t r ip ,  a route ha2 becn founZ. leai:.irili; t o  a G-cep 
dry shaft .  Lf te: t h i s  v i s i t ,  the Tascinnian winter h ~ d  forced a hEIJc in 
the exploration, u n t i l  December. P1,m were to  6-eacend the d-eep dry pitch, i.n 
the hope that it would r e  join the s treari1~~ay below the f in2.l wate~Tal l .  . . . 
ii$.vance Pa r t~ r  Re o r t  - ---- ( ~ h i l  ~ i c b  inson) 
P.Robinso1lq?<a2%: P.Shaw, K .Kiernan, C h r i s  Harris, Grcieoe ;Rtt. 

On Sat. I Sth Dcceabor, a t  7-00 p .la, the K.D. s u ~ p  p o l  7!irafts f inal ly  
reached a t  a depth estinated near 1 ,020' - another iAm trp-lian record. It 
was a great triumph of te,mwork an?!. orzanisc?tion. Much c red i t  must go to  
the support party r~w~ibering 1 5 - 1 5 during the weekend. 1'Kthout the i r  help 
the attempt would have proved u t t e r l y  f r u i t l e s s .  

The tv~o previous weekends (both wet) sav: the cave LaCdered. to the 
-720' levzl.  An extra 200' of lc*.:c;ler ,mil 360' of r~il3e were st:-ckei:. i n  the 
s trec~~~r:ay a t  -530 ' . Saturday norniny- ST.: a nine cc.vers heacing f o r  IhzaCL-dwii 
prayinc heavily tha t  the met-ther ?;;i:.ul?~ a t  l n s t  : ive us n break. Ls B r i m  
Collin and Anckem Skinner l ine2  t h r :  f o ~ i r ~ ~ c ' c  teal & ~ v n  the 92' cjrce hm:,:cr, 
B i l l  and Tom stayed jus t  inside the entrance to t e s t  the telephone. D ~ r i n z  
the day th i s  ~3-s fixed. fron the rain fo res t  c u ~ ~ p  s i t e  to the s tret.i:!r;ay 
450' down. 



Vithout tackle the streanway was soon reached. The vater  tins lower, 
yet  s till higher than las t sunner . The a s q ~ u l t  ms on. The f ive  vfc-terf a l l  
pitches were descended smoothly, to the last 30'. Here a b o l t  was driven in, 
W i n e  the ladder jus t  behind the f a l l .  This was En unpieascht lony; cold 
w a i t .  This wet pi tch is the   no st unpleasant m d  excitini. of all .  Abseils 
were f a i r l y  swift. Gear WP-s lowered, ,and 'Brew Chamber ' , a t  -840' ms 
reached. Imiediately the glutton and ;ourmet society s t a r t ed  work, t h i s  
sheltered sectioi? being a re l ie f  from the col?. windy s trearmay ( ~ m t e r  
tenperatwe was 7OC (45O~). 

The b ig  dry sh?.ft w a s  recannoitred. The 'ootto1,l 2.nc walls of the chsn 
could not be seen, a d  stones thrown dovm were only v a s e l y  hemd. Yet 
another b o l t  vras instel led f o r  an easy belay. Thcro a r e  fetr so l id  rock f k k e s  
o r  boulders in K h a ~ a d - d ~ ~ .  180' of laP,der vms l o ~ ~ e r e d ,  an$- Phil ip  prepare?- 
to  descend. 'J!ouldl we pass -1,000' Zown 
th i s  pitch? i:t 50' -60' froiil the to;? n -?, 

w. c, 
,' 

hiph waterfal l  cane crashinp i n  20'-30' 301 , \ .-/* ? 
from the L?.$kier. The pi tch i s  1 25' . pitch +_ , .. 
This waterfal l  was obviously the one ! 125' ,// 

on which Kevin hed retsezted in 70' I / i)ltch,/ '  
March 71, 30' down. i '  

t7m t e r f k l l  I '  ' 
Chris also iescended. Very ' I steep nud sad 

excited we pressed on, clmberinp over L' 7 : /  rock sl3;~e boulders to the strecav\~ay again. The i + 

passaFe is 20' -30' high and wide, , ' l l ,  I' 

f la t -rocfer  with sand banks to one s ide.  I 

The passage lowered to  craxrlinp i n  , +.A --- L 
/-/ 

water, very stranpe, was th l s  Khazad- 1c y7' -.. sui.1p pool. 
dun?. i z  b i t  of f roth,  then a murky 
pool 20' across, disappoinhent, no 
nore pitches, no nfister cave. The (sk2tch by ~ . io3 inson) .  
sump is very Geep. 

Returning about * $2. cliixb up 
Sketch Section of ths F ina l  Pitches __ _-- -, . - =  -- *- - _=-  - 1 =/- - C---  

of, ~*-.z'F.Gzd&+ 
a s teep sand bank 1cG to  c2 crawl, then =- 

a dry upper passage. This vins leading over the sump, b u t  eventually ckopped 
down to the pool again. This was t raversci  to  a iJcssagc beyond. This is 
bloclced a f t e r  20' by mud- and floo6. debris.  i"inssther small passpge T J ~ S  follo~ve?~ 
just  above the sump f o r  200' -300' , leadinj: up7id1;7rd, mproi:.lisinp, This becrne 
t i ~ h t  and j a ~ y e d  and tvas not pusheZ f u l l y *  

Returning to  the foo t  of the pitch, an estiiilatc of 50'-60' v e r t i c a l  
distance was nade. ii steep s l ~ p e  hiph up oppcsite the pi tch lc.;olced as  if it  
led to a la.rpe cavern. This ~voulc': need steps cuttin;  i n  +he mu6 to reach 
the top. 1; good l ine  was e;ppreciatGi back up the pitch. The .100' Gxee 
hanring section is spectacub.r, a ~ l i d s t  bhclmess 2nd a f e c l i n ~  of depth. 
There vrere nixed feel ings - r e l i e f  a t  reachin;; tile botton, an$. a l so  
disonchantiaent about there being no miles of cEve '20 explore. 

The pitches were d e r i y  ed, the tackle h-uleL back t o  the bnsc 
of the 70' pi tch (450' down). W i n e  b a e  tmre l e f t  f o r  the hi?; support 
party to remove on Sunday. The fo res t  calp s i t e  ~vzs contacted v i r  telephone, 
and a b e l ~ y  arranged oc the 92' f r e e  h,anger. This I-TS very ~ u c h  apprecictecl-. 

The surface was reached a t  about 2 -00 a.n,, o.f'ter a p l e n ~ ~ w ' t l y  tirili!~: 
1 4 hour t r ip .  Te returned once more t o  the Junce h~mes ter,:?,, t-ul that 
the support tern ,and not us ~vould p u l l  820' L~?~der ,  960' rope, 2 telephones, 
krabs, s l inps ,mil bol t in?  ge,ar, out of Khazcd-duii h t e r  ia the cky. 



Gad  Levels i n  Gunnerside G i l l  ---. -. - --=*- 
The various old lead workings i n  the Gunnerside G i l l  area have long been 

of in t e res t  to some members of M.S.G., especially so throupJ1 the i r  proximity 
to the Group's cottage a t  Tfinterings. Accounts of two of these levels  follow, 
writ ten f o r  th i s  Journal by Peter Jackson ( ~ d i t o r ,  Northern Cavern and Mine 
Research ~ o c i e  ty) . 
Notes on B l i n d  G i l l  Level Peter Jackson. 

Blind G i l l  Level l i e s  2; miles NNT" of Gwinerside in  S~valedale on the 
south s ide  of Blind G i l l ,  a western t r ibutary  of Gunnerside G i l l ,  the 
entrance lying a t  NGR DTY 931t5 .GI 80 a t  an a l t i t ude  of approximately 1 5C0 f t 
above OD. 

S u f a c e  Notes - ---.-- - .-=- 

Ad-iacent to the stone-arched entrance is  the remaias of a sinall single - 
storey shop whose walls are  now only standing to  a h e i g h h f  about 0-5 m. 
The g i l l  close to  the leve l  entrance has been culverted, the dump f i l l i n g  the 
whole of the g i l l  and there is also another dump to  the east  and south of the 
entrance, i n  Gunnerside G i l l ,  probably once reached by a railway on a small 
h i l l s ide  ledge. There a re  no vis ible  remains of bunkers o r  ore dressing 
f a c i l i t i e s .  ii steep, mrrovr track connects the leve l  entrence with the track 
from Gunnerside to  Blakcth-mite Smelt-mill. 

( ~ d .  note - the keystone i n  the entrance arch to the leve l  bore i n i t i : ~ l s  
and a date, somewhere around 1 750 (?) . This carved stone ~vas removed, probably 
i n  the ear ly I 9 6 0 ~ s  .) 

Undergow-d De t a  i 1s . -,.- ----- - --* 
The entrance crosscut to  Biind G i l l  vein i n i t i a l l y  runs approximately 

FETJ f o r  400m. i n  a s t ra ight  l ine .  The f i r s t  34 la. of the crosscut are  
stone-arched and the section up to  6m. frorn the entrance hns collapsed, holding 
back vtatcr f o r  a cons ider~ble  distance along the cmsscu'~, ~v~ i i ch  is made to 
generous horse-level proportions of a t  l e a s t  2.25 12. high 2nd I -25 m. wide. 

400 m.  from the t a i l  the crosscut turns tovc'~.~ds the S?'V, passes a r i s e  
on the south side,  cuts Blind G i l l  vein and passes the vfest s ide of %he vein 
a t  5 m. from the r i s e .  A t  the point vdiere the crosscut cuts the vein a 
collapse has occured and immediately &ove th i s  poink a b l ind  r i s e  goes up 
f o r  about 8 m. To the SE of t h i s  point a d r i f t  runs along thc vein 4.9 rn. 
above the horse-level f o r  13  111. to  a run-in. 

Northwest fron the base of the bl ind r i s e  a 6zift runs f o r  1 I 5 rm. to  
a run-in. There a re  numerous srilall stope workin~qs and higher d r i f t s  i n  the 
vein, none of which run f o r  any distance, and 30 m. fron the r i s e  there is a 
crosscut to  the hrE which ends a t  a forehead i n  11 m.  The l eve l  sole  shows 
s i p s  of subsidence i~ many sections . ilpproxinately 1 0 m . from the run-in a 
crosscut runs north f o r  about 14 m. and cuts a s t r i n p  pcc:callel t o  the nzin vein 
which i s  folloived by a d r i f t  f o r  42 i i l ,  t o  a forehead, with small stopes 2-bove 
the leve l  en route. Close to the forehead crosscuts run i\E :md S W  ; the S'?! 
one ending i n  a forehead and the P E  one cut t ing another s t r ing  pa ra l l e l  to  
the main vein which i s  followed W?? f o r  25 m. to  a run-in r i s e  passing another 
r i s e  a t  9 m., on thc west side,  which gives access to  small workings. A d r i f t  
off the crosscut ends i n  a s w ~ ~ p  about 8 ro. deep ifrhose extent is n ~ t  ~ I I O T , . ~ ~  

by the author. 
Broil the base of the b l ind  r i s e  where the entrsnce crosscut cuts the 

'vein, a crosscut continues i n  an i r regular  SW direct ion f o r  about 1 1 5 m . to  
a forehead, passing a t  4 n .  a s m p  on the south s ide which is  choked a t  
a depth of 2 ijl. , and a d r i f t  from the head of thc sump runs f o r  1 0 jll. i n  
a SE direction to  a run-in. 

Geo lopica1 Notes . - 
The entrance crosscut is  driven in a p la t c  bed which is probably the 

p la te  below the Undersett (note - the Undersett be-ing a seperate bed to  the 
Undersett Limes*qne, which is lower in the sequence), zs~d cuts thc Blind 
G i l l  vein which is s t r ik ing  approximately NTNT7J. The viest side of the vein is  





a limestone and is probably the Rfain Li~iestone. The vein is acconpanied 
on i ts  ezs tern s ide by a zone of lirilonitized rock extending f o r  v~xy ing  
distances froin the vein, in which the majority of the vein vmrkings a re  
driven, When followed to the north the vein degenerates into a se r i e s  
of pa ra l l e l  s t r ings  which shovr up to  20 m. of c a l c i t e  v~here seen i n  the 
crosscuts, bu t  no other minerals have been seen. The stope workings wander 
about the lirnonitized zone i n  a haphazard fashion, gencrally above the roof 
of the level,  bu t  i t  is apparent tha t  i n  some areas thc vein has bee= stoped 
below the l eve l  and backfil led.  Soi~e of the workings a r e  probably i n  small 
f l a t  replacer~lents . 
Mining Zsuipment , 

The majority of the r a i l s  , ad  sleepers have been r c ~ o v e d  from the 
workings but  odd lengths renain and a r e  of ' T' section. i= wooden kibble 
i n  an adv'mced s t a t e  of decay l i c s  irl the main crosscut west of the vein, 
and is accornprnied by shor t  lengths of galvanized a i r  pipe. A sillall i ron 
w edge has a l so  been recovered. 'Itw wagons whicl; (1 ) i n  I 962 were s knding 
where the main crosscut cu ts  the vein, a re  not novr vis ible .  

Coiniiient . 
The well  engineered entrance crosscut contr:-sts w i t h  the poor nature 

of the vein and l,n,ck of ,any well  developed orebody OQIG it is g r o b ~ b l c  
tha t  Blind G i l l  k v c l  was a f a i lu re  RS a mining venture, fur ther  evidcnce 
for  Which is  supplied by the lack of rennins of ray surface plant. 

----A Histor ical  Supplc~ilent,. 
I have been u n ~ b l e  to  f ind  any de ta i l s  of the h is tory  of Blind G i l l  

Level, i n  published l i t e r a t u r e  . However, onz r ~ f  crence ( 2 )  supplies s o ~ ~ e  
useful inforii.lation. In 1864 the Blakrthmite  Co. held the nining lecse of 
the area to  the west of Gmersi2-e G i l l ,  end th i s  w a s  vrow-4-up in 1 867. 
The ..D. Cor,lpany, fonled i n  I 873, included Blind G i l l  L ~ v e l  i n  its lease, 
and sorne work v ~ m s  being carr ied out i n  the l evc l  from P r i s c i l h  Level by 
4 men, i n  k i te  -1 875. In  1876 good ore rvns found a t  a r i s e  i n  the leve l  and 
nien transferred from elsex~rher~ to  work it.  

The continuation of the entrance crosscut t o  the mest of thc vein 
is referred to  as  Iicjm~ldson' s Cro~scut ,  <ctriven bebvcen 1 896 and. 1 898 2.s 
a prospect f o r  veins t o  the west of Blind G i l l  vein, and, as  is  obvious 
underground, was a colnple t e  f a i lu re  . 

Jr, plan of 1 892 (2) sho~vs that  both sum_ss were &riven L?S r i s e s  froiii 
P r i sc i l l a  Level, 2 ver t i ca l  d is  trance of Lt.0.34- A. (22 fc" tfio~ns) . 
ii CoiLment on Preservation. -- .--- -**-- c- - - -- - 

It is beyond my understanding ~i~hjr a certr,in group ~ ~ h o  profess to be 
interested i n  mine preservation, have l e f t  t he i r  i n i t i ~ l s  a t  the forehead 
of Rey~ioldson's Crosscut. 

References 
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These notes are  bzsed on a v i s i t  to  thb mine ~f 4th h1arch 1972. ------------------------- 
ii Note on Barbara h v e l  -- . --." --.---- .- =-- 

During 1964, whilst ccirrying out a f i c l i  investiljation of the ~,lines 
in Gunnerside G i l l ,  it was found th.t the e n t m c e  to 5-.r-bars Level 1:~s 

blocked. This leve l  l i e s  on the east  si?e of Gwznerside G i l l  a t  NoGoRe 
YE 91+2.005., 2.t an approxio~atc a l t i tude  of 1 Lk5O f t .  2.bove @,Do 



The blockage a t  L5e l cve l  entrance: was caused by scree: material 
which had cone do~m from the adjaccnt scrr formed by the :Viain Limestone, 
and hzd evidently not been disturbed f o r  many years. 

On the I st  November a rcturn v i s i t  was nzde in  order to  excavate 
the entrance, and this was re la t ive ly  easy as  the scrce clatcrial  had r-lerely 
f i l l e d  the entrance, an2 ha6 not caused a colb.,se. 

On the follorving weekend, 8th November, the leve l  v~zs exi-dored and 
survegea underground. The leve l  is ckiven i n  the Main Limestone and runs 
in a s t r a i g h t  l ine,  as  f a r  as  may be explorez, in -n approximate eastward 
direction. 35 yards from the entrmlze is a r i s e  on the north side, which mas 
unclinbable. Adjacent to the r i s e ,  on the south si?-e, were two short 
s ide levels  which had both run-in within a couple of yards. 42 yards i'rorAl 
the ris,, the leve l  was arched f o r  1 7 yards, followed by a shor t  unarched 
section of 5 ~ ~ 2 ~ ' d . s .  The arching cormenced ngain, 3u t  furtiner 2rogcess mLs 
stopped by a complcte block, in 2 yards. This block ?-$as caused by l a r ~ ; e  
blocks of lhes tone ,  associated with clay, dropj3inr from the rcof, and is  
not a recoliimended dig. 

Ad jaccnt to the entrance, there r s e  sever--..i clay-f i l l e d  joints 
crossing the level, some of which have been u t i l i s ed  by rabbits.  Rails 
and sleepcrs have been removed froin the l e  (e l .  

In order to secure the cn i r~nce ,  large stones were placed i n  thc 
hole, and thc scrce pushed over them, so tha t  nccgss could be 
accomplished re lk t ive ly  quickly i f  ever necesswy. 

Pers onne 1. --- 
Excavation snd exploration were car r ied  out by L.D. and C .P.Benn, 

with S.H. and P.Jackson. 

Peter Jacksoa, rday 1 972. 
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Insert .  

Dark, deep, and cold the current f lovm 
Unto the sea where no wind ~LOTTS, 

Seeking the land which no one kr~ows. 

- from 'p la in t i  (Zbenezer E l l i o t t  1781 - 1849) 


