


M O L D Y W A R P S  S P E L E O L O G I C A L  G R O U P  

J O U R N A L  S I X  

Easter 1 973 

We trod the shadow of the do~~mard  
h i l l ;  

We past from l igh t  to dark, On the 
other side 

Is scooptd a cavern and a mountain hall,  
Which none have fathom' d. If you go 

f a r  i n  
(The country people rumour) you may 

hear 
The moaning of the woman and the child, 
Shut in the secret chambers of the rock. 
I too have heard a so& - perchme of 

streams 
Ruarning f a r  on mitlin i t s  inmost h a l k  , 
The: home of darkness; but  the cavern-- 

mouth, 
Half overtrailed with a wanton weed, 
Gives b i r t h  to a brawling brook, that 

passing l ightly 
A d m  a natural s t a i r  of lzmgled roots, 
Is presently received in a sweet grave 
Of eglantines, a ulace of burial 
Far lovelier than its c r adk  : 

- from ' The b v e r  's Tale' 
Alfred h r d  Tennyson. 
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Fossdale~eck Cave 

( i ) Discovery -*.- and _ E - a a s $ =  
The f i r s t  v i s i t  of MSG to the Fossdale Beck area, and TYofell Scar, the 

gorge where the Beck cuts the Main Limestone, was on the Z3rd December 1968. 
One o r  tv~o small caves were found, one 30' i n  length (wofell Scar Cave 111) on 
the E bank of the Beck, where a small part  of the stream 'short-circcuited' a 
corner of the gorge. On the W side of the gorge a t ight  hibular crawl was found, 
half-choked with stones, and cleared fo r  a f ev? feet,  before being abandoned. 
This was l i s t ed  as a 'possible digt and entered, along with the 30' sfream cave 
and a 20' long dry c r a ~ ~ l ,  ending -too low    of e l l  Sczr Cave 11) , also on the E 
side of the gorge, i n  the MSG card index of Northern Caves, as 'VoZell Scar Caves' . 

It was the 3rd April 1 972 before hiSG returned to Tofell Scar, t o  "re-check" 
the area, in the persons of Pete Hollrnmy and the Research Sec. Bad weather had 
frustrated a w a l k  up Great Sleddale, and Vofell Scar was selected fo r  a v i s i t ,  
having the merit of being f i a r b  near the road. Within ten minutes a new cave 
entrance had been cleared, on the E side of the gorge  of e l l  Scar Cave I), 
and 40' of narrow crawl, ending in a choke, mas explored. A second hole ~-ras then 
found, directly opposite, on the W bank of the stream, a t  th back of r ledge 'mJf 
way up the side of the gorge, and one boulder i-emoved to allow entry. B R  s l i d  
down the entrance chute and carrive& to his surprise and delight, i n  a 5' diameter 
dry passage leading invitingly off into the gloom, towards the distant sound of 
fa l l ing rmter. Thus Fossdale Beck Cave (upper series)  was discovered. 

Subsequent t r ips  revealed a second entrance, and , af te r  half an hour spent 
clearing stones from the tight tubular crawl noted i n  1 968, another entrance into 
further passages and chambers, the Lower Series, which connect in places with 
the Upper Series, although the connections are not a t  the -time of ~ r r i t i n g  passable 
by cavern. Wof e l l  Scar Pot, a narrow shaft i n  a stream sink 200 yards S of Fossilale 
Beck Cave, ms also opened up, proving 'to be 1 1 0' long and 27 ' deep. 

After the i n i t i a l  explorations several further @ips were made t o  com~d-ek 
the survey, and a ttempt various ' digs ' , without any si@;nificant f ur-fher extensions 
being entered. 

The t o t a l  length of the sys tea i s  novr c .I ,250' . 
(ii) Description of the Cave 
(a) Introduction. 

Fossdale Seck Cave is situated on the west side of Bossdale Beck about 
3 miles north of Hnrdraw, where Fossdale Beck flows into the River Ure. The cave 
system is developed i n  the Main Limestone, tbough which the Beck cuts in the 
gorge of Vofell Scar. There are three entrances to the system, a l l  w i t h i n  a few 
fee t  of the- stream bank, the Main Entrance and Matins Entrance being on l e d g s  
about 20' above the Beck, and the bvrer Entrance about 4' above s t rem level. 

The Upper Series of the Cave, reached through &in and Uatins Entrances, d 
the h e r  Series, a t  present accessible only via bwer Entrance, interconnect a t  
bto points, i n  the streramway, where perhaps 12' of bedding passage, a t  present 
gravel choked to within 6" of the roof, need cleLvin:.; t o  allow a 'through-trip', 
and also i n  the low beddings ( ~ ~ n n e c t i o n  p3ssage) beneath blatins Chamber, where 
one mud bank prevents one entering the bwer Series from the passage below the 
19' pitch i n  the Upper Series. 
(b) - The Uper Series -Main E-qQzxce end the UpperrrS treLm-A 

The Main Entrance is situated a t  the re- of a wide g a s s y  ledke half 17my uis 
the side of the gorge, noticeable i n  that there is a short section of drystone 
m l l i n g  immediately below it. About 10' below the level  of the e n t r ~ i ~ c e ,  md a few 
f ee t  further upstream, i s  a very short section of tubukx passage e i d - i n g  irnmedri?-tely 
i n  a choke. 

The Main Entr<nce is a low arch, dropping dovm a debris slope in to  a lmge 
(5' diameter) dry passage running westwards (away from the Beck, into the m-lley 
side) . To the 1. of this,  the debris slope from the entrance continues down for  
another 10' into a blind r i f t .  

Continuing along the large dry passage, a branch pcssage on the l., 3' above 
f loor level, is encountered, af tcr  1 5' - th is  is Pitch Passage. A f exv f e e t  further 



along the main passage i s  a r i f t  i n  t h t  f loor  on the r. s ide  of the passage. 
This i s  the Blind Pitch - 1 8' deep, a d  cliiabable, descending to  c s i l t  
f loor .  On the f a r  s ide of thc head of the 731inS Pitch, 3nd reached by 
stepping ncross it, is the entr,a.nce to  Shuffle In le t .  

The w i n  passage continucs of roomy waling s i z e  f o r  a further 30' , to 
whcre i t  opens into thc Upper h v e i ,  developed on c cross-rift ~ l l m i i l g  
north-south. The aven cu t  by the main pcssage is c.30' hi*, vlith a t  its north 
end, reached through a narrower arch, a second, adjacent, nvell, of s i m i l a r  hei@t, 
with some w ~ t e r  f a l l i n g  from above. From t h i s  second aven a narrow passage Ol? 
the lo, taking the water, reconnects w i t h  the main passage a few f e e t  be~rond the 
dry aven. On the r. is the 101; and narrow entr'mce to  Grimy Gutter Grovel 
In le t ,  a lso bringing i n  a small stream. 

The main passzge continues from the dry aven, receives tht: strean fro111 
the narrow passage on the right,  and becomes the Uppbr S t r e m a y ,  i ts  he i@t  
increcosing to  l o ' ,  with a vadose tranch developing m the f loo r  of the original 
tube. There are  some smell but a t t r ac t ive  fomations. 70' from the Upper Avens 
this iiupressive passage abruptly turns 1. (south) to run -1pma1Lel with the 
valley side. The corner ( ~ t a l a g n i t e  corner) show-s a very f ine  display of 
formations, most not2bly a .l ,Ot high cascade. Beyond Stalagmite Corner, the 
s trcarnviay changes i n  character, s teadi ly  decreasing i n  s ize,  t o  a hands-and- 
knees c r a ~ ~ ~ l ,  m d  then a narrow side17mys squeeze. Lf t e r  th i s  the passage midens 
s l igh t ly  f o r  a fur ther  20' before sp l i t t i ng ,  vvith an impenetrably small tube 
on the r., and on the 1. the strcam flowing into r, bedding too lorn; to enter  - 
t h i s  could be excavated, the f loo r  bcing of sand and g-cvel, and is only 
a few f e e t  f r o m  the end of the Lower Stream~~ay, in the lower Series of the c,n.ve. 
(c) The Upper S t ~ a ~ i - m y  In le ts .  

Shuffle In le t ,  althougii obviously a vadose i n l e t  passage, appears 
carry m t e r  only very occas~omly,  per&ps ht~ving been 'short-circuited' by 
the development of the second, Grimy Gutter Grovel, i n l e t .  imy w t e r  flovvin~ 
from Shuffle I n l e t  f a l l s  down the Blind Pitch to sink i n  a s i l t  floor.  
The first 25' of Shuffle I n l e t  consist  of a r i f t  6' high bu t  generally l e s s  
than 1 ' wide, suddenly opening into 2 chamber Tdth  a 20' high aven. On the 
r. i s  ,an impassably low bcdding, ,and s t r a i g h t  <ahead n low mch ( w i t h  n second 
opening d i rec t ly  above) opening onto a junction. To the r. is n high rift, 
rapidly beconing iinp?-ssably nakrotii, through which daylight can be seen frola 
the stream bank 50' ups trc,un of the i'iinin Entmnce, t o  the I. is a wider rift 
leading to a f i n a l  small 2-ven, doxm which a t r ick le  of water f ~ - l l s  to sink 
i n  the f loor .  

The second, and currently nc'cive, i n l e t  'GO the Upp~r  S~CPL~YJJ ,? .~ ,  i s  
Griiny Gutter Grovel In l e t ,  which enters  the Upper Lvens. The name of t h i s  
passage tms s u a e s t e d  by the name - Gririiy Gutter - of a si~lnll  t r i b u t ~ ~ - y  of 
Fossdnle Beck above Waf e l l  Scar, and also,  more strongly, by the of the 
passage i t s e l f .  Entering the p - s s a g  involves a very ti&t squeeze wound an 
acute bend, necessitating immersion i n  2' of l iquid inud 'and ~vo.ter. Once round 
th i s  bend, the passage continues as norc s t raightfom~~ard sideways cm-wling 
with, d t e r  a few feet ,  a short  branch on the 1. opening into the base of 2a 
aven. 12' up t h i s  an impassable opening connects with the s ide of the aven into 
which the i n l e t  debouches. The re,l.airinp, 50' o r  so of the i n l e t  is a narrow 
cr'1~1, gradually vvidening m d  lowerin[;, cud ending too low and chcked. 
(d) Fitc&asayjen$-vlmS&s. 

Pitcli Passage is a hands-and-knees cr?.v?l running south f o r  30' from 
the fi~ain passage, to the head of the 19 '  pitch. To both 1. :md r. 2t the head 
of thc pi tch are  low bedding p2.ssages which becocle choked within a few fee t .  
Traversing across the pitch, pad hnrning l,, througl a IGW section, a 
'T '  -junction is reached, 1 5' beyond the pitch. To t h e  1. is a scramble up 
to  Matins EntrLance, a low opening in the s ide  of the Corge in a ra ther  sh ihr  
s i tuz t ion  to, and 40' south of, the iiain Entrance. 

To the r. a t  the ' T1-junctidn is a hands-,and-knees crtiil,  gradually 
increasing in  height, On the 1. is a narrow rift i n  the floor,  probably too 
t ight  to descend, connecting with the small chaliber i n  the passzges below 
the pitch. 01 the f a r  s ide of this rift is 3 small- i n l e t  passogc (in a rather  
s i m i l ' a r  s i tua t ion  to Shuffle In le t ,  opening onto the head of the Blind Pitch) 



which becomes too 10vi within a few fee t .  The main passage fmn Matins 
Entrance gains hei: h t ,  ,and becomes qui te  well  decorated, opening, 40' from the 
entrance, into Matins Chmbcr, c .20' long, 15' h i @  and 5' r.ride. A t  the fcx 
(south) end of the chamber a boulder slope ascends t o  roof l eve l  - a l i t t l e  
digging hcre allowed a squeeze into a vcry slap-11 char,iber, w i t h  no fur ther  vmy 
on. I n  the 1. w a l l  of the c h a b e r  there 2-ppem-s to be  the entrmcc b c? passage, 
completeljr ch~ked with boulders. G-pposite, i n  the r. wall, is  a prssage w i t h  
a smooth stalagr,iitc f loor ,  i n i t i a l l y  roony, but closing dovTn to become 
impassable ~ Z t e r  c.10'. Tnis tcruination is  only c-15' f ron the end of 
S t a l a t t i c  Passage, in the I;ov~er Series,  which teni-tes in a ra ther  s i m i l a r  
manner. 
( e ) The P a s s a g c ~ b b e ~ o ~ j J t h e  P i  tch. 

The Pitch is of 19', a roony sh,dt in which the ladder hangs f r e e  fo r  
1 6 ' ,  to a wide ledge, and. 3 f h r ~ l  3' s tep down. kroix the foot  of t h i s  dcscent 
a passage of 'keyhole' cross-section, i.e. s: tube r&th a f l o o r  trench, continues 
south, a t  f i r s t  5' high, bu t  T-Z~ t h  thc c lay  f loor  ascending, reducing the Passage 
to a tubular cravrl. After c .I 5 ' b m  low branch passages lead off on the 1. 
con ti nu in:^, a fur ther  I 5' of cram1 en& in a bl?nk w a l l ,  m d  a t iny  "aven" 
just  large enough to s i t  up in. L L ~  inpassalsl~r narrow r i f t  in the w a l l  hcre 
opens into the f loo r  of Matins Chanber. 

Of the tvio s ide pnssagcs, the f i r s t  i s  probably too s m a l l  t o  enter, 
but may be sighted along f o r  c .20 ' , hcading towards the strc.ml bank. The 
second passage, a low bedding, opens inJco a small s,mdy-floored chamber, with 
i n  the roof a narrow aven connecting with the passage be-heen htatins Cnhmce 
and ~Jat ins  Chamber (see cbove). To the r. of t h i s  snail chamber i s  a low 
bedding crawl, pcvt ly du-6 out, vjhich c m  be folloxied f o r  c .I 5' to where i t  
becomc:s too low, -1tllough digging mi@t wel l  allow fur ther  progress. LA 
heightening can be seen, both to  the l., vrherc there F.ppears to  be x c ~ o t h ~  
low passage running back towads the s t r e w  bank, quitc probably c o m e c t h g  
with an obvious choked flooC sink (which takes water i n  wet conditions), 
and stmi$ h t  ahead, i n  a s l igh t ly  hi@er bedding a t  thc end of Connection 
Passage i n  the bvver Series of the cave. 

The t o t a l  l e n ~ t h  of the Upper Series  of the cave is c.660'~ a l l  surveyed 
except f o r  the estinated 70' of Grimy Gutter Grovel In l e t ,  
(f ) 'I'he Lower Scrics - Tntranc e Sgr,ies, --.=---- -- P 

The bv,rer, or TLibc, Entrance, is a s n a l l  bu t  quitc obvious opening; on c? 
-11 ledge r few fec t cbove the s t rear~.  I n i t i a l l y  f a i r l y  t igh t  (I ' high ,und 
2' wide), the tubular e n t r ~ q c e  crawl swings l., and opens into a colnplex 
junction area, l i t t e r e d  mi-th unstable f a l l e n  slabs,  a f t e r  20' . To the 1. here 
a small passage leads back to the stream b d ,  ending in an inpassable f i s su re  
through which a chink of daylight can be seen. The sccond 1. passage is a mrrolr 
craw1 to a boulder choke a f t c r  15'. The main route turns s:harp r. in to  a roorllier 
hands-and-knees crawl running nort,?, p a r a l l e l  ~ 5 t h  the strean bank, cud then 6xopz 
3 ' into a 7' hi& chan'oer, with roony passqes  s k n i g h t  ahead md to  the l., ,and 
to th3 r. a low crawl. The passage ahead is Connection Passage (see below), and 
the cra7:l to the r. becozlcs too la-? a f t e r  25'. The m a i n  route on is to  the l', 
rapidly lowering to  a crawl oncc, more. il low brmch on the r, lends in to  a rooilly 
14' high aven chamber, w i t h  a vcry lomr crc".v~l contir?ujlig, headiilg tovmrds the are? 
beneath Matins Chmber. The main passage swings r ,  nf t e r  a f evi more f ee t ,  1~5th 
two arches on the 1, here giving access to a 12' nvcn, and then r e  ches a ' T t -  
junction, To the r . is 2 t igh t  squeeze l e a a n g  back to the 1 4' men, to the 1. 
is a continuing muddy cravvl, 20' l o n ~ ,  to a 5' drop in to  :, smnll challiber v~i-th 
a bedding -rea a t  f loo r  level, from vrhich -t-r-70 inpassably small passages lead 
off .  A t  the f a r  s i6e of the chamber is a 6' climb up - m~&~ulk, fo  lla-?ed by a 
s l i d e  over a second mudbank, to  a ' T' -junction w i t h  a lLzrger pcssage, 1:l~zkinG 
the end of the Entrance Series,  
( g )  Connection Passage. 

Thc passage s t r a igh t  ,ahead a t  the three-way junctiojz dcscl-ibed above is 
i n i t i a l l y  7' high, mrith n v z d ~ s c  trench in  the f loo r  beloi-. a more tube-like 
upper section. The trench closes in,  hairever, and 20' fron the junction the 
passnge encb - 7 2  a w a l l  of loose boulders ,and debris descending from above- 



the survey shows t h i s  @in t  -to be more o r  less  beneath the bouk-kr-choked 
passage i n  the 1. w a l l  of idctins Chamber. To the r. a t  t h i s  point is  a low 
beddinp, turnin: 1. agnin ,md becofiling too low a t  a constriction, beyond 
which is the bedciing ,area re?ched a t  the end of the passages 'uelw~ che Pitch 
i n  the Upper Series.  
(h) --- The blver - . - ---- S treanrrn~. -- *=- 

The larger  passage in to  vmch the Entrance Series opens a t  a 'T'- junction 
i s  the dovm trean end of the Lower S t r em\~ny ,  the s trccunvv.a y beiq: to  the r. 
To the 1, a t  the junction is  the entrance to -~vensway Series. AAt the junction 
the s t r e a l  drops in to  a choked f i ssure  in the f l o o r  beneath the Entrance Series  
passage ,and is not seen a;.ain i n  the cave, energing to dayli, h t  a t  the r i s ing  
(choked>, 1 40' av~ay f 1-0.2 th i s  point cnd 75 ' south of. the Ioxer Entrance. 
Upstream, the strcaii~~my can be followed. fo r  c.70'. The passai-e is a t  f i r s t  
5' high ,and 4' wide, obviously bLvin;: bten develo2ed from a_n i n i t l a 1  bedding 
now a t  roof lcvel.  Ls one proceeds u12strean the f loor  r i s e s  rapidly, and the 
passage k c o n e s  a cmxril, f im-l ly  beconing too low &ter  a pool - t h i s  point, 
from the survey, being only c.12' do~xmstrea~ from the end of the Upper 
S tr eamvay. 
( i )  Lvensp~x Series.  

Turning 1. a t  the ' T' -junction nentioned r-bove, and cliinbiniq up over 
a boulder, one enters the la rges t  chariber in the system, a t  thc foo t  of thc 
Grcat hven, being 1 5' long, up to  1 0' wide, and probably c .40' high. On the 
l., imnediatt l y  upon entry, is a lm; s,mdy cra~\rl 7i)rhich nay rc-connect with 
the Bntrnnce S ~ r i e s  passage i n  the roof of the small chailber below the 6' drop 
(see above), but  this vrould probably need sofile clearing. The f l o o r  of the 
Great ~iven is a boulder slope r i s i n g  to the entrancc of the passage beyond, 
A t  the saile hcight as this,  in the 1. (east)  ~ m l l ,  q-nd above a chute of 
seiili-calcite2 debris, is  the obvious entrrnce to Sta la t t i c  Pcssage. 

S t a l a t t i c  Passa2e &s i n i t i a l l y  5' high, but  the f loor  rapidly r i ses ,  
and the passage closcs to  a crawl over n ca lc i t e  f nlse floor,  a l id-s t  profusc 
fornations . This turns sharp 1. sad c'rops in to  n s n n l l  well-decorzted cham13er. 
To the 1. th i s  o p n s  into the base of S b . h t t i c  Passa: e --ven - t h i s  chmber 
and aven are  d i rec t ly  cbove the Ghibe r  below the 6' drop in the Entrencc 
Series, althouy& there ~ ~ p p e a r s  to be no connection between thc b o  leve lse  
To the r. i n  the S h l a t t i c  Passage chaiiiber is  a 101--r crawl u~ r sL2ndy slope, 
in to  n low arched prssa::e with a s o f t  s t ? .h@i te  f loor ,  an6 evidcnce of phrcatic 
or ig in  i n  the nrchcs pad pierced rock curta-ins i n  i t s  roof. Digl,ing vmuld 
a l lo~v  fur ther  progress. Ahead, tne IJassaXe c m  b~ seen to contii~ue f o r  n t  l e a s t  
1 5 ' , hc ading b~ ck tovexds the ilctins Char,lbi.r area 

The main routc forward fron the Great Liven i s  r. narrolr r i f t  passage, with 
a pair of eyeholes on the r ,  opening into Eyehole Lven, 1 0' above f loor  lcvel.  

few f e e t  fu r the r  along the p a s s a p  is n 6' drop to cmothcr junction. R m i n ; ;  
back beneath the f loo r  of the passage, fron rhich one has just  cntcmd, is 
a cravv'l vrhich turns 1. into 'che bcsc of Eyehole imn,  which is  of s i i l i h  

hei.iJ-t to, although s l i ~ h t l y  l e s s  in f loo r  area than, the Great Aven, with 
whicch i t  connects d i rec t ly  through a h i g h  f issure, sli:,htly inclined frou Wle 
vdr t ic r l ,  and only a few inches wide. 

Returning to  the junction, the passage on the 1, agcends, turns 1. cgnin, 
and bccomes too  lo^, 211 within a space of 10 ' .  S t re i ;h t  ,&cad is the main routel  
roolily a t  f i r s t  but  lowering t o  a f l a t  cr~.~-i l  o v ~ r  F- g c v c  1 'tank, and reaching 
another junction a f t e r  20 ' 

Strpight ahead a t  *is junction the passage descends again, with z v a h s c  
f loor  trench developing, to  n 4' drop. S t r a i ,  h t  ;.head here, a t  roof level,  
is  a s n z l l  b l ind  ca lc i ted  chamber. The main passagc, z t  f loo r  level,  turns  
sharp 1. as a descending 3' hich crawl, to a f i n a l  6' deep hole i n  the floor,  
a to ta l ly  mud chdked bedding a t  its base - th i s  crn only be I ' -2' above the 
l eve l  of the r i s ing ,  In the roof &ove them i s  a m o x v  1 2 ' high avcn, and 
s t m i ; h t  ahead a r i f t  passzpc, becoriling muddy an6 e;\trencly narrow. The furthcs t 
point reached here is only 601 from the r is ing,  ,and 40' from (<and in  l i n e  116th) 
one of the choked passages necm the  cntrmcc, to  the Lou;rer Series.  
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Returnin;; to the f i n d  junction, the r, bmnch is  a very low bedding, 
with a t igh t  and awk?v;i-rd squeeze over a slab, openin:, into the base of the 
25' high South i~ven, only c.3 ' by 6' a t  f loor  level.  There is  a continuingj 
dmu&ting, passage a t  f loor  level,  and digging was a t t a i > t e d  here, but boulaers 
too large to move were 1.1et a f t e r  3' . 1 0' up the wcll of the aven i s  a n  open- 
just  k r g e  enough to see through ( t h i s  could p e r b p s  be  enlarged by cher-lical 
means) in to  ,an adjacent aven of sane size,  with 2 t r i ck le  of water fal l in:  froin 
above. The l imited v i m  possible suggests that  t h i s  aven, o r  aven c h ~ ~ ~ l b e r ,  i s  
c -1 2' across, with a boulder f loor ,  and possibly a ponssn: entering on the 
f a r  side,  

Total length of the b w e r  Series  of the cave is c.590'. 

( j ) S z  >&o,ygh,t_s-s__o~~ th& deve1.puient,,offf'~ee ,sz&. 
F o s s ~ e  Beck' Cnve i s  considerably nore co!:plex i n  i ts norphology a d  

plan  than the ria jo r i ty  of IJorthern @les  cave sys t  er,ls. nurilber of possible 
stages in its developnent a re  suggested below. 
(i) Ori;.inal l?&-eatic Systen. 

The main passa,>e of the Upper Series, vihich becolilcs 'Ac Upper Skea17?ay, - - - - 
as  f z r  a s  Stalaci~lite Corner, is evidently a major phreatic t&c, c?-iji5~?rently 
becoming smaller i n  dinensions eas t v m d s  . ;+no ther  very s n a l l  sect ion of th i s  
can be seen (see above) i n  f i e  s t r e w  bank jus t  &ove the Main Entrance, end 
another section on the eas t  s ide  of the Beck, forming Vof e l l  Scar Cave 11 
( the higher of the two s m r l l  entrances there), which is a low crawl penetrable 
f o r  20'. Other par t s  of the system are also apparently phreatic i n  i r i g i n  - 
par ts  of the Entrance Series of the Lwer Series,  and ll~~nsvucby Scries.  

F i r s t  Vacbse Stace. ( i i )  - "  -- -- 
Be-dating the cut tin^ of +he present Vofell Scar Gor~e,  which is  $robably - 

post Ghc ia l .  The s t r e m  (the p r e - ~ G c i a l  Fossdale ~ec lc)  may have entered v ia  
Shuff l c  Inlet ,  crossed the 1, lz i .n  phreatic tunnel, and developed a ncw vadose 
route n l o n ~  Pitch Passage, in to  Matins Series (Matins Entrance may represent 
another sink entrance P t th i s  pried), into Matins Chaiber, and e i the r  on 
through high l eve l  p a s s a p s  now concealed by the boulder choke in Matins Chs~ber, 
o r  dropping to a lower leve l  there, and through the part-phreatic passages of 
the bwer Entrance Series, to p e r h ~ ~ p s  r i s e  fron the Lovrer Entrance, o r  one of 
the nearby pnssnpes. The o t h ~ r  s : ia l l  czve, vaGlose in cLv8-c.terJ on the wLst s i d e  
of the Beck (Vof e l l  Scar Czve 1 , 40' in lcnc:th) rday also be ascribable to  this 
stage, its appearance su.';:k6stin,r; t h a t  i t  is  par t  of R systen.i3re-datinl; the 
cut t lng of the gorge. 

( i i i )  Sccond Vadose Stace. --. - 
W'hether th i s  pre-Sates or  post-dates the cu t t ing  of the gorge is not clear.  

;~ssurning thz porge is of post-Glacial  datc, the former is perbps the most 
l ikely.  The s t r e m  i n  the s tace (ii) cave migrates t o  a lower level,  fall in^ 
dovn the I 9 '  Pitch, 'and flowing beneath &tins  C1mLLiber %to, ,and fur ther  nodifyin&, 
the Lo'cver Xntrancc Series. 
( iv)  TT&dos --. e Modif =- ---- ice .- t i o ~  g ~ ~ L ~ = ~ ~ X  F.e~ix-5,~~. 

There appecrs to  b v e  b6en s o u ~  ~ ~ c l o s e  1,lodif i ca t ion  o the south par t  
of l~vensway Scr ies  at soi,le t ine,  probably coeval with the F i r s t  o r  Second 
Vadose Stage. The avcns and sone of the wssages of Avenswny Series  ,arc obviouly  
phreatic in charzcter, and may have developed as  ' Pohl C e l b '  indeperdaItly of 
the phrectic and dvadose p-.ssngetvr,ys vhich no?-7 .cuJc theLl. The vadose stage of the 
development of Avensrv.~ Series appems to hevc been occasioned by 2 strcLm enter in:: 
the present systen throu; h the choked low-level passage in SouJch ,-veil, ~ 6 .  f lo7iiring 
eas t  down the final 30' o r  so of the ' . ~ a i n  1?nssage1 of ;.vensWay ser ies ,  'co ~i:*ik 
i n  the 6' deep pot, a l so  nonr chaked, in the f loor ,  pies~lc?bl;T f l o v ~ ~ t ;  fmiil here 
to thc r i s inz .  

It seem unlikely tha t  "cis s t r e m  hr?d m y  connection with the 'main 
streml' , i.e. Fossdale Beck, or p a r t  of Fossdale Beck, which is  responsible 
f o r  the vadose action i n  the rcmaind-r o i  the cave. The South' l ven  stream nlay 
havc been derived from the shakcholcs on thc felisi.de d i r ec t ly  above, or  illore 



l ikely,  have been the WofeU. Scar Pot v~cter  (Tof e l l  Scar Pot i s  a small 
strean sink on the west s ide of the val ley a f ev? 3jundred f ce t  ~ - I X T L C ~  to  the 
south o ~ s  t) . This s trearil, although not as yet t e s  tcd, app~ren t ly  f eecls the 
r i s i n g  a t  the mouth of the Vof e l l  Scar gorge, as  docs the s t rean which 
currently f lms throu;h Fossdale Beck Crve ( th i s  has been flllov cscein tested). 

Third Vadose Sta,?e (v) ---.---A 
PossiS l y  pos t-Glacial .  The developnent of the prcsent s trealvmy, 

u t i l i s inf i  the ancient 'main passage' phreatic tube as far as  Stolagxlite Corner, 
and then-following a joint south&& to the head of the LoX7~er Strem%*b'ay, 
which probably f ollov~s mother, smaller, phreatic passai;e. This ' short- 
c i rcui t ing '  , or ra ther  ' long-circuit ing' IW accolnlxnied by, cud possibly i n  
par t  occa~ione?~ by, the  dcvelopnent of G r h y  Gutter Grovel In le t ,  Laking 
the water from the sinks which used to  feed Shuffle Inlet .  Also developed at 
th i s  h t e s  t vadose stage a re  the presunably kiili?-ture ps sages  vhich  no^? i rke the 
stream between tht ,  downs trecvil end of the Lower Streiull~ay, ,vlcl the r i s ing .  

(v i )  Present Situation. 
Only a very srilall stream currently flov~s throufh the cave, &vi]ng i ts  

source i n  Grii~y Gutter Grovel In l e t ,  and auprilentcd by smaller flours fro;.! 
various avens, which app,7r to merely drain the f e  l l s i d c  ii.~~lecLately above 
the cave. The main i n l e t  s t r e m  :,lay be fed by ir.liili?.ture, or half -choked sinks 
i n  Fossdale Bcck - these a re  not obvious on the surface, but nay be iul the beds 
of pools e tc .  In flood con?itions the pyssages belo~.. the Pitch, Connection 
Passage, ,and par t s  of the ~ T ? I ~ L  i:ntraace Series, nay tcke v~ater,  a1thoui;h this 
has not yet been observed, 

(v i  i )  Pr ob lerns 
--= 

The :nr jor phrcatic tube of the Uppr  Series (see stage i )  a p p e m  to - - 

tr-rminate abruptly a t  Stalagmite Corner - thmc may i n  f a c t  be n continuation 
concealed by the extensive c a l c i t e  flovs there. 

If ~.~vcns~~~ro,y Series can be extended fron South Lven, the currently active 
streamway from '"of e l l  Scar Pot (see s b g e  i v )  might 3e entcred. Digging a t  
the sink opened a 21 ' deep clir,lbp,ble (3ut rather  loose) shaft  i n to  P- chmnber, 
with the stream sinking a f t e r  a fur ther  6' descent in an iiilpenetra12le f issure.  
fl sizeable i n l e t  passage into the c h a ~ h e r  a t  the foot  of the pitch, from the 
south, ending in a choke of f i l l ,  accounted f o r  nost c.f the pot 's  length of 
110'. -------__--------_----------------------------------------------- 
E&h -.- Cleu* r=-.=.--.- Cave and Pot . 
(i) Exploration, 

The Elph Cleugh area was v is i ted  on I1 t h  Decernber 1 571 by Jan AArrowsmith 
and the Research Sec. A small cave in the south bank of SvJinhope Sum 200 yards 
upstrean1 of the confluence of the Burn and Elph Cleugh was re-located (having 
been v is i ted  by illembers i n  1966), and surveyed - a very winding passage, roomy 
i n  parts,  ending abruptly i n  tiny choked f i ssures  d t e r  70' (named Sm5nhopeburn 
Cave - apparently knovm to Durham Cave Club meriibers as Bat cave). Elph Cleugh 
Cave entrance was noted (also v i s i t ed  i n  1966) the plateau above inspected, 
the O.S. 2gt:1 mile map showing a sink. This sink, a large shake taking a small 
stream, contained an open pot - Elph Cleugh Pot (NP 891 3k-l ) . The stream disappeared 
i n  unstable boulders 6' dot~m, but  above these a d r y  passage l ed  to  a cha-iliber . 
Attempts a t  dieging the s treaq sink caused a considerable collapse of boulders, 
so the hole was l e f t  to  "set t le" .  

Ye returned to Elph Cleu& Pot on 31 s t  llcrch 1 972, to f i n d  the stream 
sink had s t ab i l i sed  sorieviihat, enough to i n s e r t  unv~etsuited Pete Holloviay, 
undercan i c y  shower of vater .  The sha f t  proved to choke immediately, so we 
decided to  f i l l  i n  the remainder of the ,afternoon surveying Elph Cleugh Ceve 
- described i n  'pennine Undergroun3' as  a " s n r l l  s ingle  passake cave with some 
f or:nationsW 300' long. 

Surveying in, a f t e r  70' we cane to  a junction, main streaL1x-my to l., a 
low i n l e t  t o  the r, which i n  1 966 Colin Carson had cra~riled a few f e e t  up, ,and 
pronounced t c  low. Remenbering this (md consequently f i r e d  with op-tiilis!.l) 
PI3 inserted hiri~self i n  the in l e t ,  ~ m v e l l e d  through a t i g h t  ,and low7 section, 







demolished a fern chert  nodules, nnd entered C&e In le t .  
Tine, and the wnwetsuited sufferings of EI,  did not perni t  conpletion 

of the survey, qnd this hr,d to p i t  u n t i l  January I 973. On New Ye~x'  s Day, m, 
Mev Andre~m, and i\leg ;~+Iellors surveyed a further 400' of lvIain Strear.lway o n d  Ihin 
In le t ,  2nd 12 &ys l a t e r  Gr,a.hatii Stevens, Chris Pa-ttison ,md Tony Younger pushcd 
the Main I n l e t  to  a conclusion, and discovered <mi sumrcyed Green Elf Passa~e .  
(ii) Descr&p~~ti~. 
(a )  t i  Elph Cleugli Cavc entrance is c- ;-isin2 on the e a s t  bank of El:.ll? 
Clcu~,h, a f c w  ym& upstre-  fro*.^ its confluence m i l k  S~ljnhope Burn, ~a?. a t  tlle 
foo t  of a small 1ir.lestone gorge. Elph CleugA Pot, the m a i n  sink, is  350' to the 
south-east of, -nil 65' cLbove, the cave entmnce, in n l ~ r g e  e l o n p t e  shakehole. 
BG t h  Cave m d  Pot a re  i n  the Great o r  I 2-Pathors Lilllcs tone. 
(b) -.- The -- idain -- r - S t ~ p ~ ~ - E a , s , s ~ ~ e - ~ + & - i ~ ~ ~ ~ i p ~ , I _ ~ & e > ~ .  w 

The cave cntrance is 4.' hi:$ md 2'6" 
v~ide, 3 cr3wl throucyh a few inches of wnter, a f t e r  25' openinp; up into czn 8' high 
chamber l i t t e r e a  w i t h  boulders, with the s t r c m  floxain;, in a bedding ~mc?cr the r. 
~~11 .  Beyond the cha~lber is  r 1 ' 6" cascnGe, znd  thcn a ' Y' -junction, v ~ t h  on the 
r . C n k e  Inlet ,  and on the 1. a continuins easy h?ii&-and--knees cra:vl f o r  50', 
then turning 1. nnd gpining c l i t t l e  heigjht, suff icent  to p e r ~ l i t  stooping. After 
a fur ther  50' of s trea~ls~,my, with several  corners, a pLartinl boulder choke is 
reached, ;~rhich can be ensily cliriited over, .n?. then a narrower sec-tion, forcing 
a crnwl i n  the strcax, but  with n c?ry ox-how on the 1. providing a by-pass. 
The s -ts:~arn~~r?-y continues, ~ ~ 5 t h  some quitc yo02 f orn,?tions, sone unf oi-tunately 
broken, with the stre0.3 flowing benerth the 1, vmil in plnces. Vven*-lly a lox:; 
wet bedding i s  renchec?, with a cky by-pat-s on the r. ;L few f e e t  beyoncl, i s  mother 
' Y' -junction, with Green Elf '  Paasn! .e to  the r. To the 1. is thc i\liniil Inlc'c, 
probn;:ly feci by snr,il sinks ox the plateau to the ens-t of thc Pot. ;.t f i r s t  t h i s  
i s  an easy shingle c ro~r~l ,  to  a wet vfallovr, m c ? ,  then a ti:;ht lox? section, ?secoiiiin;.; 
too low a f t e r  a s n a l l  ! 'chzber"  with a shingle bank, just  over 1 00' fron the 
junction. 

(c )  _C,??-Ap&.&. This coianences as  an  easy ~rs ;~~l ,  to a s I ~ E T ~ ~  bend r,, in to  EL low 
wet section only 1 ' hi@, soon opening into 3 ' high pnssage . This provic'Les easy 
going f o r  50', to  %vilere the s trczril entcrs fro12 an iupossibly siA1all arched psaa:;e 
on the l., with above it "?'he Cake" - a fornntion givinz its nTiDc 'co the i=ssnge. 
Aezd  is a n~c?~dy c r m l ,  turning sharply 1. into ,-. bedding chmber, the only ~ ~ a y  
on being up n steeply slcpin;., l i - t t l e  tube, in to  a siAialler chamber, a lso sloping 
s teeply upi:rm&, endiny i n  a choked beciciin:,. 

The t o t a l  lcn: t h  of thc i n l e t  is  c.1$0', the survey revenlinc thc f ina l  
choke to be alnc;st clirec'clj~ bcnoath tb  bed of Xl>h @leu(.,h, 100' u p s t r e ~ ~ ~ l  of the 
cave entrance. The cnnl l  s tref-:: now ei:tering thc i n l e t  ~ i ay  be p a r t  of the surface 
Clcugi-1, ar1.3~ thczt ivhich ori;:in,?lly dt ve lopd  the ;jnsscFe alncjst cer ta in ly  v~3.s~ RO 
sinks ?<re .a.pprrent Gn tlic suri'ace, i n  the s tri:mii bed or 5nnks. 

(d) G ~ g p  BBV- ~ ~ g ~ ~ p .  This i s  the true continuat ion of the 2kin S trei?,r,i~~~t'.j~, 
?nd, beyond n squeeze throubh n p o l  25' fror.: the junc t i~n ,  clid not ?,year to 
hzve been entere?. before our v i s i t .  Beyond the squeeze, a brafich on thc ro  bccoi:~es 
too tig;ht a i ' t t r r  a. 12' high aven, vihcre rriothcr r,ven is vis ible  ~"hea?~. Thc main 
route is  ersy crawlin;; to n. r. 'curn, where i t  sv.dC:enly enlrxges to  4 2' high. Ili?c 
f loo r  then s teps up i n  three casca<cs, 3 ' ,  2' ~ i i d  2' 21i;--h:, in to  a 5' hsl:,)~ yassa::e 
end in^ in a massive boulder rucklc, only 40' horizontally (fron the sur-vey) froi.1 

Elph Cleuyh Pot, It seeris t1w.t the choked Sie~cen~iii i :  LlasscZe f'ro~n the chzz~?aer in 
the Pot nay connect i~,%th thc jl;~passably tii;lit ppLssaze bcyond thc Even on the re 
near the do~~qistrean enL of G r  en Plf Passni:c, w h i l s t  the stroan fro111 the sink 
below the Pot entrance enters in thc find ruc i le .  ?'he nmne of the passage i s  
derived from the fluorescein vd3ich hc?d been yut into the l?ot by the e q ~ i o r i n g  
party pr ior  to  the i r  entering Yne ccve, pad which vias net by -Lheril over XI  1 1 0 ~  
l a t e r  a t  the c,?scn$.es, t ravel l ing very slo~jily, The t o t a l  1en:-,th of the p:'ssz;;:e, 
which contains sane quite a t t r ~ ~ c t i v c  formations, i s  I 70' . 

Tne t o t a l  survey: .Ll length of Elph Clc,u~h Ccve is nos:? c. 800' , of wliich 
320' is 'new pnssape' . There scens l i t t l e  prosi~ec t of further exJcensl.olls of any 
s ize ,  since bo th  C?kc In lc t  and C-recn Flf l'asszge closcly n;~proncli the sinks 
which f e d  them, and the Miiain In l c t  beconcs excessively tiy:lit an& 1 0 ~ ~  - l e s s  t i ~ ~ n  
9" h i ~ ; h  and L l f  f u l l  of 1-rater, 211 three i n l k t  passahens i n  thc cave &c?u[:lit, 
showing that  no smils obstruct the s . i ~ *  f lo~v thi.ou:::h the SJTS ten. 



(e) Elph Cleugh g ' .  
The entrance to  the Pot i s  a circular hole c .&' across in the bottom 

of a very large shakehole. On the occt..sion of our last v i s i t  (1. I .  73) t h i s  
hole had been thoroughly covered over with be,ws 2nd stone slabs. 

The s t r e u  entcring the hole f a l l s  c.12? in to  a r i f t ,  t o  sink anongst 
boulders. Half way d01im th i s  rift a horizontal  passcge lczds off to  the 
north-west, a ~r3li1l over bouldcrs f o r  a few feet ,  dropping in to  a charibcr, 
beneath the f loo r  of th- shakehole, perhzps 1 5' loi~g, I 2' wide and I 0 '  hi@, 
with a roof of huge 'hanging deztht g i fx tone  boulders. On tile r. is an 
opening in to  a rift pa ra l l e l  with the entrance passage, cornplc t e ly  choked 
w i t h  boulders, m d  on the 1. side of t h c  char;ber a hole behind a boulder 
leads i n t o  a descending passnge i n  so l id  rock, which drops 10'  t o  a choke, 
which could perhaps be cleczed - there i s  another drop, of c .4' beyond - 
although the passage is very ti&t, 2nd the roof very unstable. 

Total passrge l e n ~ t h  of the Pot i s  perhn.ps 50t, - t o t a l  dcpth perhaps 
20 ' .  ---------------------------------------_------------------------------- 
Trouah Sees Cave 112- 

On the evening of 20th zLpr i l  1972 an  2llSG party v i s i t ed  T r o w  Scars 
Caves, to  attelilpt to  extend caves I and 11. T h i s  purpose vras frustrnted 
by impassably low beddings i n  Cave I, and by the non-exis tcnce of postulated 
passages i n  Cave 11. i"i brief inspec t ion of the gorge upstreax of these 
knovcn caves did r e su l t  i n  the finding of a short  nev7 cave, Cave 111, o r  
Trough Scars Beckside Cave. 

Going south fro11 caves I 2nd 11, one passes a 1 0 ' ~ ~ a t e r f a l l  on the Beck, 
with on the west side of the strec.1 T collajjsed 'area w ~ i c h  seells t o  R C ~  ?S a 
si.iall r i s ing .  I n  the shallower g o r g ~  abovc the f a l l ,  on the wes t s ide of the 
Beck, a very s n ~ l l  hole P t the r ea r  of e n  undercut bedding was S.~-~iid, rnd 
enlarged, v ~ i t h  about 20 ninutes work. This allowed clccess to  a c =:l.iber, 
running p a r a l l e l  with thc gorse side, 1 5 ' long, 6' wide m d  I 2 hl@. 
To the 1. (i.e. a t  the u2strea.l end.) a s . . a l l  st rear^ entered the chcuber, 
and turned hnlf r. (lookin?, upstrea.1) t o  cnter  zn czrclzcd+ dovmst~~x. l  passage. 
This - 2' high with 1 ' water - ended aftL.: 15' i n  n co11~11cte ;tw--1e choke. 
Upstrecam was a narrov: crawl fo r  1 5' to  a 1"-iilen sWl  - a. route could have been 
dug past this ,  2nd a t  l e a s t  10 '  of passaze cou-ld be scen ~l i~ac?.  IIo~~ever, the 
sink f o r  the cave vms found, i n  a s n c l l  bedding (3" hi*), only  bout 20 yards 
upstrean of the entr-nce, i n  the s ide of the gorge, thus digging would 
not r ea l ly  be vmrth~vhile. 

Total length (acccssiblc) of this cavc is  50', and i t  provides the only 
' nctive' systen so f<m- entered i n  the gorge 

Maize Beck Caves -- - -- - - - - -.--- 
These sinall c~"~ves  ~ ~ m o t  be clcincd as 'new cx~~lo ra t ions '  i n  Lhc 'cruc 

scnse of the word, as they have probably been entered by cavcrs before, 
but no published description, beyond a b r i e f  nention in  ' 3 r i t i s h  C:rvingl, 
has appeared, as  f a r  ns the tvriter is  able to  trace. The caves a r e  &-long the 
most reinotc i n  the Pennines - the eas ies t  ?.12pronch i s  to  walk fro11 W t o n  
over High Cup $Tick. Colin C,wson m d  Pete Holloxray made this trek a t  Easter 
1 972, and Colin L ~ t e r  produccd the following description. - 

hrnediately do-xnstrenn fron the bridge where the Pennine KTo.y crosses 
Maize Beck, is 2 liinestone gorg-e. On the r. (west) s ide of the Larye i s  a 
r i s i n g  f r ~ ~ ~ i  a hole 2' wide and 1 ' 6" hip&, the r is ing f o r  S$-+, g:'t~~e-_I_~ This 
might be entered in  low m~c.ter conditions, o r  by diverting vfa-tcr 2.1-ray frocl the 
sink. The sink f o r  th i s  cave is 36' to  the west 2nd 1 8' nigher - t h i s  is  very 
t i i h t  bu t  open. 





J'~ few f e e t  downstream from the sink of Sink Cave I1 is o choked sink, 
which might be dug. Lbout 40' Ciov~nstrcm spin is  a s n a l l  dry cave i n  the 
s ide of the s t r e a l  gorge - Dry Ca~e-~South . This is  n hands-and-knees crawl 
fo r  1 0' , lowering to a f l a t  out cra~rrl f o r  7' t o  a choke. 

40' upstrean of the sink f o r  Sink Cave I1 is the r i s i n g  f o r  Sink C?+J"eA. 
I1 ' away fron the r i s i n g  is a tip-ht dry entrmce to  the cave, and 80' t o  the 
west is  the sink f o r  t h i s  cavc. The estimated length of Sink Cave I is 105'. 
LLII entr,mce a t  the sink 3 ' wide and 2' high lea& t o  a streunvay 4' high ~ n d  
widc . iif t e r  36' a cross- joint passage intersects  the s trea,lvay and daylight 
can be seen to 1. an2 r. The p a s s q e  then lowers pnd i s  extrellely wet f o r  
most of the renaining 60' with a duck a t  onc point. The r i s i n g  i s  2.bout 
2'6" square. 

70' t o  the north of Sink Cave I r i s i n p  is the entrcvlce to  ~.-~&yYe_TJ,o,rr?fwn 
I , length 73 ' . This consists of a s i n ~ l ,  pnssage hetween 3' and 5' in hei:;hi 
and of sjl11ila.r width, being app~zen t ly  a fomcr s-treaii course. On the 
opposite side of the shakehole containing the e x i t  I"roi.1 Dry Cave North I, is 
thc entrance to Dry Cave >iorth IC a I 6' Lon: cave u;? to  3' hi& and 4' wide. 

A 1 1  these caves, both activo and dry, seel.1 to havc Been developed by 
the small t r ibutary of i'laize Beck which now f101-TS throu& Sink C-.ves I 'and 11. 

Grange G i . 1  Cave 
Grange G i l l  Cave, Wel?sley&le, ~ 2 s  f i r s t  v i s i t ed  by IvBG members on 

25th Septeaber 1 97? , the entrance having been noted by Stuar t  Hodbson on a 
~~ra lk  sorle vreeks previously. The cave i s  s i tuated on the north s ide  of 
Grange G i l l  (the s t r e m  changes m ~ e ,  according to the 0 .So nap, as one 
proceeds upstreal, fron Grange G i l l  t o  Ske l l  G i l l ,  and Skel l  G i l l  t o  s n r g i ~ ) ,  
about 200 yards doms trcaili of the haule t mc? bridge of Skel l  G i l l ,  i n  a. snail 
gorge forr~e? i n  the HcZrdrav~ S c ~ x  Linestone. 

hmediatcly inside the entrance, the cave s p l i t s  in to  4x70 similar passages, 
each c.4' high and 2'  wide, and each discharging a strecm. On the i n i t i a l  
exploration the r . fork was blocked by n l x g e  wedged boulder, w i t h i n  5' . 
The 1. fork enkrges  a f t e r  10'  into a pleasant streixc11:rc?-y 6' hi& and 4' 
wide. iif t e r  1 5' the s treacl prsscge turns 1 ., and the f l o o r  s tells up 3 ' . 
To the r, here, a t  roof level,  is  n low squeeze into a bedding chamber with 
some forilations, c.4' wide ?-n6 10' long, becorning too low. The stream passage 
continues f o r  a fur ther  10 '  into a 6' wide 3' hi* ch~~nber ,  v r i t h  sone f a l l e n  
slcbs. Beyond th is  the cave shuts down to  n beddin! 4" high, without any 
draught . 

Return t r ips  to Grange G i l l  Cave were uade on the I st aid 6 t h  January, 
2nd the I I t h  Februnry, a l l  with the in ten t  of forcing the r. hLmd strecam 

passage just  inside the cnve entr2nce. The i n i t i a l  wedged boulder ~r,s 
denolishea, ,and various minor obstacles beyond havc 8-1s o been dea l t  with. 
ilt -khe time of v r i t i n ~  c .40' of p?ssagc have been explored, a l l  t i g h t  winding 
crr2?i7;l, as  f a r  2s c ri, ht-aii&led bcnd to  the l., which, coupled with more 
wedged boulders, provides an awkcmrd obs*.cle i~ark ing  the present l i r n i t  of 
exploration. The t o t a l  length of thc ccve is  c .I 20 ' . 

Sinks i n  the stream bed c.100 yaros upstreail of the cave probably 
feed the cave stremi, althou& the r. i n l e t  nay ,have 2 di f ferent  source. 

Smeltmill Bezk C7.v~ - a nevi inLe t --. -- 
On 2116. June 1972 Pete Holloxvay and Grahaii Stevens v i s i t ed  th i s  cave, 

with the prir,le intent ion of a t tenpt ing to  prss the previous l i m i t  of 
e q l o r a t i o n  i n  Shrimp I n l e t  - i n  this they were unsuccessful, extensive 
lump hmrnering bcing nccesscry. Ilo~vever, i n  re t rea t ing  f ron Shrk-12 h l e t ,  
a previously unnoticed i n l e t  passage v n s  found, sih1lete6 on tha true 1. 
(i.e. looking dovrnstrem) c.300' upstrcnr?, of Cairn C b l b e r ,  



A few straw s t a l a c t i t e s  were sacr if iced i n  the exploration of the 
new passage, which consisted of c .70t of crawling along f a l s e  f loors  above 
the i n l e t  flow, to a 4' 6" cascade, and a fur ther  c .70' of cravfling i n  the 
stream, to a sump - this was probed, b u t  no immediate airspace was apparent. 

The discovery of this nem i n l e t  came as  a surprise, Elany par t ies  having 
passed i t  without noticing it, i n  the pas t  four  y e z s .  The source of the 
i n l e t  stream is not c lear ,  and tne passage has ye t  to  be surveyed. Two 
poss ib i l i t i e s  f o r  the or ig in  of the stream a re  t42-t i t  might be fed  by the 
surface Beck ( th i s  is somewhat unlikely, since the main sink a t  the r ec r  of 
the limestone plateau generally takes a l l  the Beck ~:~ater ,  feeding into 
Keyhole Passage, entering the cave fur ther  upstream), o r  tha t  it might be 
a "short-cut" to  the Cascade Traverse area of the main stream passage. 
It i s  intended to survey the passage i n  the near future. 

Noking H u r  t h  - Mud '$i@_e, Se?$-e-sA -- - - - --- " -We-  

Idud Tube Series, the only major i n l e t  i n  the i\;oking Hurrth / iioking 
Pot sys tern, was f i r s t  v i s i ted  by I E G  meribers on 9th June A 572. The pnssq;e 
was followed as f a r  as  i s  sho~m on the 1 355 Ujjper Teesdale CEVC Club survey 
(see survey of aloking Hurth 9/ Moking l o t  i n  I\liSG Journal 4, incorporating 
NE, U E C  and MSG surveys), only Grcahm Stevens bcing able to  pass a ?set 
squeeze c ,I 50' from the end. The survey i s  shown as ending inexplicably where 
the passage appears to widen - this  v~idening proved to be a small boulder 
ruckle. Some manhandling of boulders opened up a t igh t  squeeze o r ,  which 
GS did not f e e l  ii?clined to  attempt without support. 

On 24th October a second v i s i t  vms made, by GS and Colin Cnrson. 
GS aamged to pass the squeeze through the boulders, 'and enter  a continuing 
narrow r i f t ,  1 2' high but  only 4 ' vide. CC attenlpted to foj-lovr bu3i became 
wedged, i n  an inverted position, in. thc squeeze, where lie remained f o r  some 
time. After 15'  the r i f t  pessage turncd 2 right-an;,]_ d bend to the l., and 
a f t e r  another 1 5 ' mother  corner vas rezched, to  thc r . , much 05s truc teS1 
with s t a l .  After some luap hammer work thls constr ic t ion 1-m~ ;~assed, 7.Jith 
d i f f icu l ty ,  to  a fur ther  corner to the l., 2nd a fiz-1 scct ion of narrow 
passage c.I? '  i n  length, ~ j i t h  titlo more ti: h t  squec~es,  ~~ld-in: i  i n  a choked 
and ca lc i ted  cross- joint, with no xvay on e i the r  obvious or accessible. 

Exi t  from tne extension, and the rescue of the invcrted CC from the 
i n i  t i n 1  squeeze, was accolnplished with some dii'f i cu l ty  . The t o k l  length 
of new passage, estliilet d, is  c .55' . 

The source of the t r i ck le  of water i n  Mud Tube Series is  uncertain, 
and no surface survey has been made 2s yet.  



MSG --- iiG3XTS LIST 1972 
- ~ncluding notes on ninor discoveries and previously unrecorded caves. 

1 -1 -72. Gr,ahge G&,Zl-e-. P .~ollouvtly, P .F .Ryder. 
see elsewhere. 

34-72. Caygill , , ,---=Y Scar C,?=ves - Coverde-leg C .Cnrson, P.F.R. 
Several sna l l  cave entrances had previously been noted i n  the 

gorge of Caygill Scar, jeiovl 'Jest ScrL7fton. One cave, Ton ~ u n t e r '  s P~~r lou r ,  
has been l i s t ed  by the C .I.C. as 240' long, an& th is  ~3.s emilimd, l i t t l e  
apparent prospect of extension. Seveml other cnves v.-ere a l l  short, the 
longest a ' tcrouph t r i p , '  of 30r, a11 dry. 
4 -1 -72. B&l---C>ve, Bo-yy~. J.C . b n g s  tdf, P.F ,R a 

small cave entrance hcd been previously noted, in the l b e s  tone 
scar due south of Bowes Castle. 'British Cavingt mentions t l ~  e srnall caves 
here - we could only find the one. It proved to be s dry tubular crawl 
running fo r  30' to  end i n  a joint aven 15' high but only a fevi inches wide. 
6-1 -72 . ITrardenf s Polly Pot and Grcn,c<e GiJJA-. A,f-loIaes, D.Rackstrav~, POP OR. 

'TTarden' s Folly Po t IS a sink on the west s ide of Fossdale a t  - 
SD663947, ~d t .  1450'. An open rut proved too t ight  to descend, but a l i t t l e  
digging opt nr,d rul adjacent rift, with 6' and 15' cliubs dotvn into a rift 
cha:,ibcr with a nud f loor and no ~jjczv on. " 

Sunderland. C-C., P.H., I L O H O ,  POFeRo 8-1 -72. R~hope Cnv~, - -  _ _ _ --_ 
Ryhope C2.v~ (as 50' longJ was l i s t ed  i n  thc f i r s t  edition of 'PoU o ' , 

but not i n  the second. considerable local  i n q u i r ~ ~  we ran the cave - 
i n  f a c t  three caves, ,and a fourth vihich hrts been v ~ ~ l l e d  up - to  earth i n  
a railvay cutting bes iGe a disused col l ie ryo , , i a ~ e s i , ~ l  JLlestone caves, used 
as a i r  ra id  shciters Curing the l a s t  Td~ar, quite rooL13r and dry. Grade 4 
survey was carried out (see clse~vhcre). The third cave, izot shorn on the 
survey, is further west i n  the cutting, i n  the north v m l l ,  and- is  3 s i ~ l y l e  
passage closing SLo~~~n a f t e r  30' . 
1 1 -2-72. Grphge G i l l  Cave. P.H,, G.Stevcns . 

See e1se~~:hcre. 
3-3-72. Hard -------- Level G i l l  Cme. P,H,, GeSo 

One passage i n  Febrmry Series, l e f t  uncxplorec? - that to the r. 
beyond Steve' s Squeeze (see IJSG ~ 1 . 3 )  proved to end s i l t e d  Ui3 ?.fkr 10' 
31 -3-72. Elph C1cui ih~~rca .  P.H., -,.H., P.F.R. 

See e1se-r- here. 
3-4-72. 1&fg&lyk.c.-r_. L'.H., P.FoR. 

The discovery of Fo-sdale Beck Cq-vc.. See elsewhere. 
1 5-4-72. Vofcll PC-  Sc~z , .  Z.D.Cooper, P.H,, C.hagthornk , PoFoRo, GoS o 

I 9-4-72. '"'ofell S c x .  C.L., P,P.R. 
20-4-72. -- Trou~qh Scars ----- Caves. P.Ho, i\( .G,Norton, POI? .Ro , (2.S 0 

See else~vhere . 
22-4-72. :Tofell Scer.L.H,Beevers, C.C ,, P.H., C,L,, II,G,T~T,, 7'eFoRo 
21 -5-72 . 7-P-v 

"'hitfie12 - = G i l l  Cave. C .C ., P.H. 
This short cave hr,d bc,cn f i r s t  eq lo r e6  by the Yore&& Limestone 

Group some years previousl~~.  Entrcace a t  FD919935 on the east side of thc 
G i l l ,  50' upstrean of a foatb;idge, i n  r thin liiileston~ b:md. TVV-o p a - l l e l  
entrance passages lead to main passac.;e, xliifh sna l l  strenil, which f l ~ ~ r s  out 
of south entrance, Main passrge 100' long, en6-ing i n  2. 12' v&3e beltding 
ch2;nber, pcssagc beyond too lovi. Mostly crr?~rrling, t o t a l  lenrth c.170'. 
2-6-72. S ~ n ~ l ~ s i l l  Beck CRV~. P.H., G.S . 

See elsewhere 
9-6-72. k k i n p  Hurth. P.H., bt.G.N,, G,S. 

See elsewhere. 
1 0-6-72. " ' h i t f i e l u e E o t s O  C .C., P.H,, Po3'oRe 

On &in Lines tone okLteau above "h i t f i e ld  Scar, four small D O ~ S  

i n  crea of SD927933, froi; enst to west being (i) Smcll entrance i n  c o r k  of 
shakehole, 30' s k ~ f  t, 1 5 ' 60v.m step off laddcr into 1 0 ' lonp: cbnber, lower 
1 5' of shclrt extreuely tight ~ n d  not descenc'icd. ( i i )  Further south-west, 
out onto the phteau,  open 15' deep sh,nft. ( i i i )  1Jee.r (ii) but  n t  rear of 
plateau, large shake takinp sn,n,ll s t reui ,  6' drop to ~iireS-ged block with 
pitch beyond. (iv) !l'hrce sh&eholcs further  north-viest froiil ( i i i ) ,  large 



shake taking a stream. TVm entr-nces i n  base of shake drop in to  desceding 
r i f t  25' long, with th i rd  entrance i n  shalcehole s ide entering hip& in 
roof. R i f t  becoi>es too ti&t jus t  before head of a fur ther  pitch. 
16-6-72. SwAnnerail& Caves. C.Afleads, C.Pcarker, P.F.R., A4.Stockwell. 

Po thering. 
1 6-6-72. Fossdale Beck Cave. P.H., G.S. 

See elsewhere, 
7-7-72. Yest -- Scraf ton_zg&. P.H., G.S., D.Younger. 

Souc new passages entered, see r e ~ > o r t  a t  a l a t e r  date. 
8-7-72. -- % i t f i e l d  F e l l  epd Maze Holes, l?en+cg&le. Pa Johnson, POFOR. 

Thitf  i e l d  F e l l  Pot - r i i T F L  wedged boulder removed, I 6' pitch descended 
into a b l ind  rif't, do~vnward continuation only 3" wide. 

Maze Holes, Litherskew - recently re-opened, SD 89991 5, description 
and grid.ref. i n  'POL . ' a r e  hopelkssly out, ii peculizr cave, i n  Middle IrAlst., 
four roolily chambers, some forraations, no other  passages, length I 50') 
depth 29' - surveyed to  Grade 5. 
15-7-72. LnncasterHole. POI-I., hi,G.N., G.S,, Day. 

Digging. 
1 6-7-72. Easegi l l  Cavcrng . P.H., G.S., D,Y. 

Tripping. 
23 -7-72. i~yleburn kine Cave.. POI-I., G.S . 

Inspecting. 
26-7-72. ~ + n d , z l e h e a d ~ a ~ e .  P.P.R,, G,S , 

S~yinGc.lehead Cave I1 - the siilall resurpence a few JTCX~S  u9streara - 
of the aain czve - proved to  en? a f t e r  45'-50' in ninirml nirspa-ce. The 
upstr~cia end of the 1.1ai.n cave vrm pmbcd - nnin passage becomes too lovr and 
choked, passage on the ro just before the strean i s  re- joked  w h c d ,  to  
connect back to end of c c m l  in area of profisc  forr~ations.  
29-7-72. Bee- Tl_eG Ctlves . C.C., P.Jo, P,F.R, 

Small caves i n  liriestone gorge a t  the very hcac? of the Bclc2h, jus t  
below the conf lucsnce of Bleaberry Be&  ad Potter  Silce. Lon;.est 25 ' ,  one 
prospect blocked with ro t t ing  sheep, a l l  dry. I.Iuch di:lt:in:: resul ted in  entry 
of PFR i n to  1 0' long hole, nuch nore dic,,ing to allow extricntion. 
5-8-72. L i t t l e  G i l l  Caves. C .Go,  S.Hallida.y, 13.F.Ro 

Pottering. Jus t  north of LittJ-c G i l l  Hole, 10' ?-bow the stream, 
new entrance dug out - n ~ r r o w  cmvrl 2nd I 0; Crop into s,i?-ll c h d e r ,  craw1 
into adjsccnt boulder choked chzraber, t o t a l  1enj;t;h 25'. 
15-8-72: H,i@Hsth Fdge Pots. P.fi.,-D.R., P.I..~. 
Two holes worthy of description found. (i) 'Raaskull Pot' ITY 87231 2 2,lt.I 650' . 
Two entrances, drop in to  r i f t  charaber ending too t ight ,  l e n ~ t h  30') dei~th 25'. 
(ii) NY 86631 6.  A l t .  1 650'. Near west end of plateau. Small hole in  s b k e  
drops in to  low chamber, with two fur ther  1 2' deep holes i n  floor,  which connect 
a t  bo ttott Saepth  20 ' , length 20' . 
1 6-9-72. Eg-%r,e-ep Pots. C .C., Po J., POFOR,, C .Scott. Q 

Several open pots on s,;iall l i i~cstone p k t e r u  to  eas t  of road a t  :we 
su1,ini.t of Ohop  Pzss, SD 94094.4, k l t .  1600'. On the l~ la t ezu  is  a shor t  row of 
shakes running north to south. In the northernnost sink/shdce depression were 
three open pots, i n  the southernrilos t two, ~n5! onc (NO .iv) midvmy be-tcveen. The 
six pots are  a s  follows, i n  order f ron north t o  south. (i) Snal l  stream sink, 
open 1 0' dccg pot, narrow f i s s u e  drops to head of 1 8' ijitch into b l ind  rift, 
totni. depth 38' . ( i i )  i"L few f e e t  south of ( i )  - o72vious open 30' shL.ift closin; 
tr. kpenetrable  f i ssure .  ( i i i )  L t  south en2 of shakehole c o n h i n i n ~  (i) 3.nd ( i i ) ,  
1 7' pi tch into choke2 rift. ( iv)  Open 25' deep pot, no viny on. (v) Ncrrovr r i f t  
apains t West s ide of s o u t h e m o s t  shzke, 45' pitch, i n i t i a l l y  very tip;ht, illto 
s n a l l  chamber. (vi) few f e e t  south of (v), c i r c u h r  4' diameter 25' deep 
shaft ,  to  choked f loor .  
22-9-72. Foss&&eB.epk3xe. J.DoC,,  P.ToR. 

See elsewhere, 
24-9-72, ~~~h ,b~~~yJ '$p .yp , i&.  C.G., PoFoR. 

See elsewhere. ilshberry I surveyed. 



30-9-72, Kis~~q-Ar- ea anddAy~l_lL-a_veO G. 61 .Davies , PoF .R . 
Two small pots on Kisdon H i l l ,  i n  the M a i n  Limestone, were descended. 

Neither appears to Sit %he description of "Kisdon Potm in 'P,U.', 
( i )  RY 902082 In 3a.rge shake, with stream sink in mud, Entrance under large fa l len  
slab, 4 5' f luted shaft boulder floor, A r i f t  b o  nssrow to enter drops fo r  a t  
leas t  ano$her 25*, widening downu7ardsO 
(ii) SD 904944. In narrow walled f i e ld  just north of prominent s t i l e ,  Obvious entrance 
i n  west side sf shake, 4 5u hadaer pitch into c'namber, fwtl ier  6' drop into ruckle, 

Aygi l l  Cave - NY888003, On south side of Aygill in old quarry above mad, 
vP.U,P quoted length of 20° a gross underestimate, or  misprint, Entrance is a small 
rising, crawl t&t Tg -jmctian, To r, is narrow dry cratol to  base of 1 2' deep pot, 
i n  stream bark upstream of main entrance, To l., upstream, is roomy c r a w l  in mud 
and water ts small chamber, and further crmling, ending tao low, Total length 
~0170' o 

West --------- StsnesdaGe Cave, G.H, & S.Davies, PoFeR, 
EY 588020e Entrance 1 O 9  above stream on west side of gorge, just south 

of an impenetrably 1ov rising, LOW dry crawl ending in 3Q high chamber, length 25'. 
1 3 4  0-72. Crackpot Cavr, ReEvans, MoG.No9 D. & P,Stephenson, G.S. 

A-btempts a"c1ggirig f i n a l  choke - no progress, 
24-4 0-72, Moking H t . ~ t & ,  COG,, GOSO 

See elsewhere, 
4 4 1 - 2  , Ashberry 'flinddypif N,Coghlan, J o C  .Longstaff, P.F.R. and friends . 

See elsewhere, Survey of Ashberry I1 commenced, 
23-11-32. Ddegg Mine Caverns, D,Croucher, D,R,, G.S., DoYo 

V i s i t  to Pa~vpsixht Series, no significant progress, except that a by-pass 
to Creaking Boulder Cavern was opened up - the r. fork of the passage leading from 
the central complex towards Eyehole Crawl, previously ending i n  a boulder choke, was 
cleared, to provide an alternative, and much safer route in to  the passages west of 

' prn 0 Creaking Boulder C ~ J ,  
8-1 2-72, Kirkdale Cam, G,S,, DOYO 

S m e y  f irtished, see elsewhere, 
27+ 2-72, Carperby Area, N o A w d r ~ ,  f~,Mellors, J.Mellors, G,M, & S ,D., PeFoRe 

Some interesting old mine workings, c, SD 987902 were explored and 
surveyed, Thaekthvaite Cave w a s  visited and explored fo r  soine distance, i,e. un t i l  
the water reached nellington boot depth, 
29-4 2-72. Ashbe- V5nd;ypit. Fd,G,N,, P,F,R,, GoSo 

Survey comp%e%ed. 

This l is t  is  taken from the MSG log, into which reports of a fetv trips, and of 
surface walks and various work carried out by individual members, have fa i led  to 
find their way, 



-- . " _; .t C . i g  , ..- Y s L t l  - tk8.5 1 ~ 3 2 ~ 1  * .  bJ. in& aptL'zism, Been is,",cdeZ to 
. - 2-rp.k32~3 .: L:!3, :!.je ,....-+, .; 2 ,a 4o q , , .  ,4,..,. .--- G.,.,~ - 7 a. r.i3:per-i;, -xk'i%~ desc.~i..p$k~ns, C U T T T X . ~ ~  .the *E~~~~~CIGLIS 

r?, r " - ... nx:es, tx:~c~r, i .~~~ 1- :a, axid. 3 3ter ~ : ~ . t o r a l  ~uzzdsrg~~md- ca~ri.t$es, of %lie E a s t  Ycrkshire 
ersu. - brcxqrqr~-,i.erP rj:~.L'i;o a >?:~m~cer GX" t,:hesz have m.ot been visited or smveyed ye-t, 
so $kJa%.t t:~,. '; ?p.:,i.-1z.e pra jacx !?b~3 ?,9d Lo give Y W ~ T  "so a smaller see-f;i.~:x, wit.PL a 
gmni.ae of ~ 0 r 3  'ca cone in. , f ' :~h .rz  pl ib l i~a .+; i~ns  ke>~ded  here sxa aec3?o-iXi%s OR 
a.~rir=r:% ;9%a:%;3, n e s ~  sx!6 oxd, xh.ich J!@G ~ e i ~ i b e r ~  an6 f r i e ~ d s  kEve visites 52 tihe 
@swrse :3f !.-T)gs-i ~ ~ E T J  X l + 3 3 % ~ 5  

F I..i~., lafl a 'k~t.~j.e.al;~' the Xas"l;~:rkahire =see -- the area kc:. p~estio?~ .'being ".,hat 
over rnChic5 the eT;;dg.ass 5-c CoraZ:k2.an Xm?3 %em.? o~teropa , a 'h el'< pe:~kaps 25 K% kes l a g  
w"r::.a 3-4 milas wB&, a l ~ n g  Ch.; ncr-gt~ side of ff?de 'Vale of Pic::~:erilig f ."x-on n.em7 
Sca~bors~egb r q a s k w d ~  %a i3ehs1ey), and m~ a r e a  exP,e.:il-bg $3,3~~?h ~ i l . 2  wesk 6f lEiehsley 
pi>., acTsera.i rtailes - $313. kct;o -~,TRQ q~~d-3,e s@palc;ete g7:~;q-i~ : - * 27 
, . 
(i) n3.e " .traae" :~5..ir;eu$cna caves, I ,e , sf vadase LIT pix-ez.tle or5,prn, :rvx,%:Ly situated 
aro1;ad. K i r k t ~ ~ ~ o o r s i d d e 9  s:nd generaLPj of ra%her liirL5-tc4 extznf (9i.r:!:3a..3.le 5s by f a  . - \ ?,ne Icnges t ,; , 
(ii 1 Tr~e m5~;.2. : : . iy~ts  - s1.i~ featanes devel.operi along the edges of ~a1~lcy-s~ ~vi.1ick: 
GI:'L ,%hrc>ug:c. tta Cc;@d.:l:ian Hj.mes.e,on.cn ~~Ae?~l ,y ing  %e&, These are sc+raetininres 
z k%ser+d, ra?iib.e?? F .~ .B  i . e ~ 6 i . ~ , g 3 ~ , y ~  8 s  Rp~?ih~16s1\  aa.'itJc.ough n.orke shiv g_~y evidence of 
vadoae L ~ Y .  plz*i?a--k.i.~: o ~ i g - ~ ~ ~  GF :3o,$ifica t i ~ j 2 ~  

~ ~ t ~ n p w n t ~ v e ~  vl;eHb knzvr.il, ?x3 arohaeo%ogis ts a4 sa'k., K5rkdaPe Cave, 
9n ar s:'d q3xmy an the east %ax? of Zc-rlgr: Beck, about a m i l e  m-est of Ki_rZrbp~orside, 
has been tkir veme ;I several il!ISG+ ''o-~*a~i_rlg t r 6 - p ~ ' ~ ~  le6. by Gralmnr Stevcus, These 
nsve  resudC,rd irk .r,F:e 3i~-;9 Delng ?wTve;~ed, ~ n i i  t h ~  fo31~srizg ar t ic le  being mitten:- 

Kirkd3.i'd.e C a ~ s s  ,> -------- -..---- -=:., GP&~ S te ve.?~, e 
, "  GQIIS S.da;r..i --.-a n c~ -$.:r:e feet tr?a i: Kirle.&-Is C a ~ e !  is a a.rcheologicaL s i k  of s-a.ch 

..-. - f a-e, :i 4:: 9eemd ii:~c:redx.b iie Z;:r& t no EOC~~-Y~-~ ;$  s ZCTT~?;~ is? d.esi=rip ti03 halie bees 
_pub.7,.is4adq L3zrhaps i?; i s  ~becausp:  as% "bone cavesm a r e  'XCN',Ee mare %'9in ,rc?ek shelters 
.the t Kirkdrs.La Ga.ire:, witXj. 576 32 passage, has escaped at te2.tion. -. Zaa main. caevc=, is well ~nrnm. to Ir?caJ pcopl.e, 82d the movz.%s af candle wax 

. " 
ra:Jte-f":g.nd* ";zm.~zg bear tee.. t:imo~?;j -ko *ihe nu~xbers of f nax~?crie:~eCI -cis i tors 

w ~ C ?  &v'"@ t?~2fja~):r~'d 599 4RSp F8SS8g€?S b c a x  a..egC?ld %elh of t - k ~ l l g h  trips t0 Kirkby- 
m.rjo?r.a~da, over a. ~.-Ble k 5 v ~ y ,  

Tkie ca:rta V T C , T ~  2i.sc~tsered by qizL~r;ia.g in "i8Ef.r . SGoaequent2.y 38' or' .h\e main 
oa:i;.e  PIE^ qusmied av~8.y~ bef'are the qwmy $ecaiie disvsed &a.d o T a e s p m ~  w i k h  trees 
arid vegc~t,z:\icmQ A ske7;ch sl:rvey sf -i&e cgve was published j j z  eHCa8~e ?i'~m.t*l.g" by 
B ,Boyd Tk:nk5na in $81'4, al.ong .idi~i.th 8 ~rescr~tazian of %he eoncius ions sf B~lckland' s 
a:schaea logical* i r i ~ e z  - t r ~ g ~ ~ - t 3 ~ c i ~ ~ d  4ki3, 0 ld amve y is quite e.cc.ws.te 29 its recorded 
lengths,, Sut zt ' J,.S - :,=.riaomp'i.eta, " e.n.6. fv.r~kiae.~ in'lo th2 caxfr: $he direct;iolzs are in 
error  ., '!$;re r~=".en$;3~.:;- a . b r i& deszzn$p.i;i83 appeared j ~n  'Br i t i sh  ;7aver0 '401, 9 (1 94.2) 
~ $ 3  a :33,&x,;?3ed ~ e r s i a ;  ,sf '~k.S.s a p g e z s  to h 7 ~ e  gi.~en r ise  ,to tha erroce?n7&c; description 

'"'~gni;z.,e Y:;.de-r.g~oi:~-~1.-1."~ ,, 
Cresc.-irj",io;r;o --.-,-- 

x?roceed 2&j61,1 -d-, +LC . JAZ road east 3f %he Turd acro~s Ec=3d.,se Beck:, ax?. m,tes the 
.-. . over,gro~ry"1. q;a~-r;'l; t x 1  +'- .L..Ya .- R,, A path l eak  %la Che c.avF:wr S a w  .;I (25-0,n) ha.s its 

esw *..-. p.-.i-. 8' B:~~YF.,E %I12 p5;t.h idbm-? i5O 3-3s ., f'ros. t h e  rokd, C a v e  I (57Cla 3 is about 
30 yj.s3> f?~j:rf..h.?~:r :?n ap-S:.;., ~.i;.33 so  3p, 

. 2 ~ s $  3-.sl.,:,:,ri.d:. ,:.he ez-crax~ce paae3ge fo rks  r?xid. t3.2 tm z ~ ~ x t e s  f,arrn a. 
m f S g ~ x ~  h9f :j7' ~ ~ h r ~ ~ ~ . 5 ~ ~ t ~  T'?;;l;l rcir,-i;e f~$&a agn.i2, ( b ~  ,Qxe lo en&) k%l;i Ele r, 
%a s:i::irj t;xyp Qv&~c $?:S 3-c t~%c?.rb s S';~EP~?:,$ GL~, IS dvpa.3- li.& mi t% .the r K"? X+OTJ~ eo arid 
J ' to %h8!a X, ;I,~:.W<G:; 2:5, A<& t2~e next ,rr~c"t.om., so ;Isa:Zs tg a cb.uked rift m d  the r, 
aalra:nr.r: pehss~~ige w%:ikst It j3.ea2s ta 97..~r!r!e%ioa Chnbe r  w i t h  Ymee exits ,  T3.e ap, 
ex i t  8,s a o o c $ ? .  aP $he tlh5:eii rkf t : %he 1, exi.6, leads Ls 7ipa250~~s fissures 
axxt3. saal B akambers, ~~~entzll,a?~l:~ oht3'ki~g. TtLc f::entral exit f XVB, 2~mct loa Chnabes 
l e a d s  ts ~ x ~ % : ? ~ . s s  j~~s;~~z~t%o.in, viiSi;ki. a dmg rarif t on the  zJ, mj! a m y  ox %xe 1, 
F'z.o~ec3in.g a?lcm,g :Yrd.n, f:?ouz 3hcl~t  ch~k:ad ypasagm on tb? 1, are passed and the 
m a i n  Paasegz 9.aaps ba,& to merge ~ P O E  a. h o b  in 3xe f l c ~ r  of the Isnc; rift (twm 





ro for ex i t ) ,  
klost of' the passages w e  esf s t o o ~ k - ~ g  height with m'c;c?.dy pr3r02.s~ The pools have 

an abundance of cave Pap- and the w a l k  of -the cave m e  lzbed3.y  endowed w i t h  
large spiders, These are as pFgmentad as surface spec5es and khts a~ppem +,Q 

be 'kroglophille , The cave was fax& ~ o ? ~ o a & l ; f  examined for the legendary mute  
to Kirkb_wroorside but .ria sigm m s  founddo In i n ~ q y  o f  "dze smaller fiss7xes enims; 
prints mag be seen, buL %here w e  very few sips o f  my bones i n  the caveg an6 
it Bmks as though, thzough the yeam, e x c a ~ a b o ~  hwm don5 a P,I?omugh 2~'k;p ~f 
collecting, 

A t  the NoE, extremity sf khe cave, Tap 2%f fill was famd. %3 ~3~insLsf; of 
a few inches of ty-p%cal f im grained brom cave zud (ghc i a l  nudl m3n&ch f lcors most of 
the cave, on top 0%" a coarse sandy fill that b-cane rrsre comollidbted -trjLh pax*tichcs 
weakly cemented together to give a sof t  arid s ~ ~ d s L o ~ e - ~ ~ k e  ~staLessa'P, 'Ej.5~ 2.a%Ce~ was 
colou-ed w i t h  rea arid s c h * ~  ye11~w s ?;re&s, T VT~J",~.?. u . ~ r i b x r e  ti12 -b.eo:cUy -Zlk t %??is 
sandy material originated as ern kj?uxi-ty in ";he C ~ r a i L i ~  T5-rnes%o:j.e ~~d25-ck cave 
is f omed, There is 1St t8e sign of the 99 red Bom* LE. P T ~ ~ G " :  +?it9 b;iae~ w e r e  repxtedly 
f omdo 

%Q jCela;s L ~ L T .  apchaec7,1gy cf Riri:3.s7?i:: c? -:p Zy;n,q .7tykr l7=.iiar?fd. :( l? t?le 

Yorks, R i l a3 ,  Soc, AXQ, RSSG;"~ IgT:, 35-c h z ? ; ~  mf ;et cozie t o  9nc2z.d- f o r  e;;-liil%t, 

Ed, note - the bed of R~dge. Beck =ear Kirkdale Cave i s  -wma%ly dry, whd grass gram 
i n  summer, the straam sinking i n  its bed a% C a t  S c a r ,  about a mile m d  a haLF 
upstream, and r is ing a t  Bow Keld Head, &bonk R mile dovm~%rearrz, Just south sf 
the main Kirkbwmoorsi& to Helmsbey PO EL^, Ps3aunably the cave represents p~x9"% (I):? 5- 

former course sf the f3eck, long abmdoned, (aye w-k2cPe Bllorth ~f "the Tale of' I i ~ k e r i n g '  
by S ,  Hodgson, i n  ?SG Jowp7a.l. -5, 1970) 

DI---o----------~~-----~>-----------~-~-.-~---~,-~~~---dlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCO-dlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCOdlCO~dlCOdlCO m - -mi  

Tws srnall caves away from the main K;.rkbyaccrsfde group h%ve recentiy be5n 
found by members of the Arapleforth Gallege Tienl;?xa Scou t  U n i t ,  Z?lrse are ;- 

Monks 'hod Cave, TJoGoRo SE 597714 Alto 550" a 

Monks Wood Cave (nan.ed d t e r  %he woad behind kaplefo~th  kb%ey> T~PR 

rediscovered by the School VenOarc ScouC,s, m d  surveyed jn Oc%ciSer 1 " B5e ce."b"e 
is situated a$ the base of a c l i f f ,  20Q n~rth of a ranshackbe hut, m .the aidd3e 
of the wood, %e entrmca, which may be PPocked by lesves, is n Xm (a?) ~ l i d e  
over mud into a bedding p h c ,  After a f WT f e e t  %his apem about 2O higJz, had 
a f t e r  20' it is g ~ a s i b I e  to abnd,  A cEt~5: Pea& into a %ramverse f isswe 2G0 
long, d n g  to the 3, At Dhp end of this, and ta the 1, again, 5.s t h e  ?,kin 
Chamber, between 2'' and 6w kgh, and Lf 5"kJ 20'' across, ToSxi1 len&.h ~f PZie save 
is colQKaQo 

Occasionaly, the cave seem to be i n *kh i t ed  b ; ~  a paqk of B a t s ,  

Ampleforth Cave, RoG,R, SE 59273 AX%, 550°, 
This grot-hole 'hardly merits %he t i t l e  of esharm, 1% lies ul a gwry on LIe 

north si6e of %he road that climbs %he be bckweer. hp l e fo r th  a 6  AmpHeP~rth 
Abbey, The entrance was Bismvered by the  mrj-&-r and a friend 5x1 21.e  1972 2 a 
s l ide  down over a rock slab beads t~ %he floor of a 1 2' .high fissure, This ca? 
be followed for c o 20' (mast, of iC, a ~ d s - ~ d - ~ ~ e ~ ~ s  c m w 1 )  fx~ t h e  I,, uzz.tib 2 t 
ends i n  a choke, 

Nick Co,gAhn, 

The Wind.y-pi%s . 
gme Notes i n  Ira-tpf&~ctiox3, 

A gmd fmireductiox~ €m Tae v i d ~ i % 3 B  kbe-ir Iocfatiaan, made sf forna%ihzks,, 
and descriptiam of maat of t h e  ffiaJor holes being inc>c?.ded, is trz be f~wtd. LQ 
an a r t i c l e  ("Dke ~3~etia;ie ? & . n h d - f l i t ~ ' ~ ]  by E,P ,F~C;~OR axid I>crear, hTitcheU, 
'Cave Scienceo XSc, 7 2  ("19%~)~ 

The xlrrdspits art. ge~~r~ . . lZy  acczpt& -!-i;s be f e a k w e a  developed as f i s s w ~ c  
i n  the h w e r  Q o l i t i c  Lim~stoone an6 the renderly5ng LDITCI" CZaIcare~us G r i t ,  o f  ?ha 
Corall~ir-e aeries, oxl .ve ;ley sides, where s%ress h8s keen imposed by 
Osqueezing outw of -&he m ~ r d  C l a y ,  ~7Plich ~~~*ZezI i e s  f i e  abcCde mentione2 he&, 





inordim kQ7 lo::ig, ap".tj. ~xr', +# gr~,:;.l>- 611:~:i i1-j~. il;dxtg .- s s;;.~-jey:: .r;;e;c 2;..~.ai fi:? 
t he i r  LZ~P~:CV~ l..ke9;:~ ~ri-CQ kt a:;.& i+ng :?r.e:,~ta:l ~ ~ 1 2  ~ 2 - e ~  , Ti13 ;:,~?:~riey of ksiY,? crz.y hest 

. *  . 
regsod-uced s % ~ . ^ o , ~  %lie .j>azx ur:k-xded i:xto sZzsse, ?her passriigcs a.nd c h a ~ b  trs being 
c0n~eniznt.3-y c?i~;id.cc: j:;iP::; fi!ire~ d,:-ffe-r-eni; I e v t L q  (aX",;?o?igt f c i ~ ~ e  ax-:: no swh 
dig tinct sspa.ya$e 2.e.i.e~~; ar, 5:z:Li f-v - -&p ,:2%.;~53 iori is 9ui" exttrtraq~J merely 
for fnc p;rga~~".~ OF ,f3;e ~ b . ~ " i - ' ~  ,. . * elf tkl.e slx7r5-rj, d A . > a - 2  .c c?..~s.l;f - Fr 3-ef ~ i r i  tt en 6escri~i;ion 

~ . -  
of '6he m a k  @ou:yes i s  t,Gi:i?: s;:,%te,x, *tic. Se :A?~& j-5 r;on,$~~?il:-ti~;?,: 9%-a the swpjey, is 
given hest a 

7- Ashbtsr,y LT, kslgth 3 5r11' , dep j;F> 92 ., -- - " mae en$-l-a3,*",- ;,r,?- tL:y-  c,f A;&Jci~;:rxy i IS es.zi2y ~~: r%~i>le '3  d ~ ~ a ,  30 tackle 
" .  . - a t:r5 -F-'-,- 

., - b e i ~ g  .~acp.tired,, I x i t C ;  , . . i .m T~VL~;,C?A a ~ . ~ s c F - s ~ < ~ : x ~ ~  ::-i;xZkg beloqv a sr12.l 
stone wax2 b u i l t  by ~.-r:l-&.eol.::;i:is%3~ ;.e.a.-; r 2 ~ ~ r f ~ ~ v g ~ d ~  TO %Q s- 8econG 

,, .. &&m%er9 % 130 :3h0~ii".g g.~;.;kQ~ac;~ ~f 3 -? ; t .~ , . : : j .=kf~  from azl-z%:fico 232gi3 7,:,e, b. ?.h.~? F C I O ~  

of th.2 main descen.ding ;:m:.f% ( p o . i ~ t  A' .JE. s~~-\ i .e~: i  IS -L%e h.?g:?:..t cor~~ec: ti.05 tvi+A 
= ,. AsElbemy I1 , The rna5.a a-oslte, sr i : r - ~ ~  2.3 c ' c t > ~ ~ p : ~ ~  -pn-c.a ~~~~~2 sh';?,yZ. 7nm.?nzh.e~ -ha the 

- .  head o h  agC' 34.tch k.Lc -k%e !&<s i??:?*, , Z'a~!~:p(!..g 2, - br3:f;jre %?.sEc~ 3% the pitch, 
I., agz2.n tipox&-( a s . i ; z ~ ,  ?,.ni:s z ti.:t.a.~" ~?$2th'31' f YFR Ofi: S T . P T ~ ~ )  l e a k  to 

E 7 5 c Lj>!n% w.j. a\. ( i.11 , ,-- ;;':A,) ,* a f fir.& h.!.:ixLij,2j:1e - D3~7:3;.323 RI?.II$- -. I.l<:o Q:e saw&- end 
of the Ma.2~1 Rxft, 

- - *  $fain R i f t  in .i:13c si-iz?. ; i / '  ?.i.grt, ~;~:-~~l i~r ig  :2..cl*.t:?. padat Yn.3 f ~ o t  cf -Eze 
.. , 3.3 ' pi tch ,  to a r;a.a:.m'b 2); rn1.~4d;y Sculc'1t5j~~, in-kr; a hi&-; c ;?g~Ttes  .r.ifih saxe moomi& 

on the ~a:La A s&or% ~ 3 1 " ~ ~ : ?  x3.C:! etnn 'j 8 "..::~.SS"C. dz~,m Xesd -L:I a f~r'chey skcrt section 
of the Main R S t ,  cl,ca:i.c.g 2,ss.y. tci i ~ o r t h  ~ 3 x S .  (;:h~kcd -La tiie S O - J . ~ ~ .  

&it ctie sou.t,h rnc". of Cri% % % i x i  Ri&z, 'r :,LQTV psssegc: a-L floor level  continues 
S B U ~ ~  far ~2 ,&aq, e~l~9fin.g $ ~ i  3 ':,",&a B. f..7ir sh..ost of pI!rn1035.$~ RlZ't k l j b ~ r y  
11. A ~ s i x ~ g i ;  riff; %fi -i.k,e t3dc~cl~ C? :7.$>15.~ p1rh9~age $ - ~ 3 - p  a rn-rn";he3: 1; 2 , -31% aecpest 
point in the  s ~ s t e r f i  

,;, 9 A s ~ I ~ E ~ Y - ~ ~ ~ ~  h~.gtJ::; 6pCj 9 SCF~:?. Si> o 

22e aalal: erilt.rznce &p>ps 2 qfn"2 3 reany ;r::'lmI'sea - ta;,dz:l.@ is 
esaen.l;l&l, hu", ~B.,~T&~",~x!J"L: <>r B i i ~ ~ 4 ;  %tj?C4-zr. i 3 e ~ i  tse ::,~.lefi., T?c +&e rier-kh $8 the 
narrow ~%SS.LL~S: c : n ; m ~ n ~ ~ t j  livr B.s% e;nrz I2 'ti> 9;:: ~ a - ~ y b h  ~e 820-h 2.t the fcm% of 

t>b;{af?:r; v&Llq :j-ng kL*~z ~ 2 % ~ ~ ~  - ?. . >-,e,E.defig &:;+!p:s .k;?,e ' 2.1e\~~ fiiAes ' * 
m ~l.o-t,  &~-,i.ps 3nh,a a o r ?  2eo6.Jng9 v?h,i~k, fisexB 2 x $ ~  x-oowXes cra~lrl, 

9 > to a 4' &op 60973 DXC : l~i i r :  ba<:$r:ie~y 3haiiba::: ~ . i ? ; k  thx-te nays or,, S tmlgllt &ad 
5,s a. hole %n ffie ~'J.ocs: (Qa' :xi s . i . i ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ) ,  a::~.d t ~ :  th.2 9, a C:~~~~C=T.(C~LYL~ passa.ge 
( 'b ' dkgi&& iLyikc -Liy<> :~.~~:~2.y(3yi~;2:~~b-f 337 ~ i -  F'.& kiy'5.d- j+), .;~i'ikk~ 8-bs.oe j,"cz; e n k r a ~ e  
an aperL.j,g;,g in the r ~ a f  2-e~d5.g ?i.p j.;?.<:.~ a  trier h ~ ~ g ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ , w C ~ t i e ~ , ~ i i ; k i  a15 other 
=,yoUte r,.uf;, a 2c- , . - A , C . . L \ ~ ~ , A ~ ~  .-, - -J+ .- -4 d. -:.A "a';- t2 j , "59 ,I * , " .\xs~er1:2ir~,q h0:ibe ir a 33.e E ~ ~ E Z ' S  a LOW' chamber 
dj~,c.%:~,j~ he l c ) ~ ~ ;  ihs.5 ~.-2..j OX-, 8zyAe has 2 7 ~  t, 7 ..,., ,.., witk b ~ " r r i ~ t e  on -~~xQ'E$'~ boulder 
ru;kIle i 9 . t ~  2 l.ccge3r. & ~ - D c ? . -  ?rj.itb 3% ' t :&~i . i r . ;~  " d ~ , ~ z C  &; t&.e rscf ( p_ ) , A t  +&e 
top of $hisg em. et't8sy ? T o  cl.fakr sze some ~h2r.2; x i ,dd~ - z s s & g ~ 3  mhi.123. SGOE end, 
The cht;i~c.;;c st "aQ?a .s  ~ 1 . s ~  lie z:t%dche2 hiy foZ2~xrrlr~g %he p&YS8gB '3' ~ ; T O I ~  

.the po in t  at ~hicF.  f;?~e rcu'ies ZFi~ i -de,  a~,cI -:.Gz-iing 3.. , a% the f i rs t  ,j.w-c-tioz. 
S traigh.t shead et. +%is jx~ni??c=kS,c:~n cpenz :k::$>~ 5 rnOmsF ,>h,a~!,be,- ~ ~ E K L ~ S  to -i;hc rn 
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(entered a t  ' c on survey) TO the a hole dovm through boulders ( ' fw 1 leads 
back to  chamber e Qhrough boulder ruckle, T!xning r . through the chanberg 
and pas: b g  a hole ( * gP ) on the lo ikopping in to  a b l ind  chamber b e b r  the f h r  
of tha t  wfich one is in, on? comes t o  a d i s t w t i v e  * letter-boxD opening on the 
l., into a p a r a l l e l  rif to Turning 1, here: - very t i g h t  - drops in to  the 1017 3.evel 
chamber again, turning r, leads to  a fork, with a Low level roxte to  t he  md 
a high level  passage to  the r, The higk l e va1  route runs f o r  30' ox sc t o  an 
ascending choke, the 10~7 level route lea&, via a 6O deep ho2e i n  the Tltoor, t&, 

a small l m , ~  chamber, somwhat unstable, wi+h a very m r o w  1 49 seep chiar l~y 
dropping into Upper V i ~ d l e t  Chmber 

Returning to  the &-way junction between 'b' and OcD on the a u r v q  (dr't)r~r;*ng 
of Middle h v e l s ) ,  turning r. Leads in to  a r i f t  passage, with the passage 'dQ 
from the f i r s t  high leve l  chamber entering in  the roof,  L f t e r  20' r!da.6; passage 
opens in to  a roomy chamber, tne way on being dmm one of the 1~3ri8:~ k3Xes ki %he 
f loor ,  and then on d m  a mud slope t o  arri'i'e on a boulder brid5e *~i23.g33. across 
a section of large r i f  %, c ,I 5' above the f loor ,  A ra*er trick;? cXt? (' ,'i ' ), vith 
some danger from loose rocks, gains the f loor  of the r i f t  chamber, An!i:o:.li"c R u t ,  
named from a prominent f o s s i l  i n  the west vtll, c,5? abo-ae f loo r  leve l ,  

Northvards, Ainrnonite R i f t  ends i n  a boulder choke very near the end. of 
the low passage iiihich forms a southward c o n t i n ~ a t i o n  of the Baia R i f t  5.n Ashberry 
I, with on the r., Just  before the choke, an opening in to  a p a r d l e a  sift rrmiing 
back sou tha rds  f o r  18' to  a choke, The maln m.ay on is sout"nwar6s from foot  
of the climb, a route  tkcugh  boitlders leadir~.g in to  b v e r  Findlet  Chmber, \-rith 
on i ts  ea.st s ide  a narrow rift descending f o r  a few fee's to become too tight a d  
choked, from which issues a Ysry strong draught - a s o r t  of ~t?ind i n l e t ,  o r  mindlet, 
from which the chamber is named, Two routes from bwer  Win6let Chamber - ' ig an6 'kg 
- lead up in to  Yne more saomy I - p e r  Windlet Chamber, sloping up sou-!2nmr& to  the 
foot of the narrow 1 5' chLxney connecting with the lo?s l eve l  passage beyoi!.d the 
' l e  tter-boxq 5-3 the se r i e s  above, 

The t o t a l  surveyed. length of Ashberry Windypit is now 1,050Q - a f igure 
which w i l l  come a s  a surprise  to those vjho +&ink of vindypits as mere sf-mpie 
s l i p  f i ssures ,  A s  yet, rmne of the other wel l  knoxm -vindapits hase been s*xr?seyed 
accurately, bu t  i t  does seex +ha+, these i s  much more tqhorizonta~'.'" passage in 
Ashbemy than ir, most , The length quotec3 above does include some Ws l ~ p i j n l ; ~  legs, 
since most of the passages a r e  inclined t o  soxe extent, which ~ e u l d  ndke "Ae 
quoting of a length corrected to  the horizontal, somewhat misleadinga 

Aahberry Vindypit appears 'GO consis t  of one main s l i p  f i ssure ,  %I pb 
describing two gentle zig-zags, This is best seen in looking a t  the 2b.n of the 
Lower Levels - the north p e r t  of the idail? R i f t  i n  As!?5erry f r-azs pre t$y ~e3-3  
north-south, me central. 1)zr-b of t h e  R i f t ,  a:21 its lots. siluLhem eetersionB 
run north-wes t to  south-eas t* zni: the3 C C J ~ ~ ~ S  hrnon5te R S ,  tke " E 4 ? i ~ .  X5A'"E;'' of 
Ashberry I=, again  ~ ' ~ ~ u i j - ~ g  north +a south, t o  3e follo~-red by b w e r  I"lint3let C b b e r  
returning to  the north-~r~est to so-ath-eest a l i p e n t ,  The slipping ' cha"cm~ taken 
place i n  the formation of the system, appears to  Im-re been n.ot qus.-l;e a t  rrig11-t angles 
to  the Joints or  pre-existkng f i s su res  i n  the rock, and thus a zig-zag p3a has 
resul ted (see notes by rJ,!d,D,, h i s  description of Goverdzle 11). Th5s sane 
pa t t e m  of slipping 5s also seen in the no?-e cornplex higher levels, 1~5t:ri hdi-aidual 
blocks of h i l l s i t k  moving in various directions, i10t necessarily pare1191 ?a those 
above and below, be t.;:ecn d5f f went  bedding planes. In pw%s of Ashbr3:my TI (see 
cross-section) therc a_npeer to 5e %PO nore o r  l e s s  p a r a l l e l  sifts sWw'l-,g aloi~gside 
each other., In pa r t s  of the syztes the pzssage and chamber 1~18lls m e  ca-%?ere3 fsg 
deposits of moon.ikk, up to  2" i n  ihickliess, IC, 3~3.5 been suggested, by G r a i l  
Stevens, that  the de~~elopment of t h j s  d e p ~ s i t ,  requirhg the action of o r s i c  
agencies, might cont r i ib~te  2;0 the gcneral rctt5ng of the b e s t o n e ,  3x6 cmse 
enlargement of the ~ a ~ i t i e s ,  t o  sorne degree, 



.%a L9rri.e oo~fi~~t9jion has ~&,~07&~3.ded these w i i ~ t b y - p i t s  in the  past asld zi-%~~:.)ugl: 
;-I- _<:, :LY: "?,IS, Qdc3crlptiaris are h~ec;~r,zLe the nunbering used i n  that  q30ok 533 
- .., , 

7 0,.:,;,pi.7~::3 a ?.:?.e holes w e  i~5 ti:e - g i c i ~ ~ ? ~ Q ~  of N .G.go SE 51 6889 and are x-eazFiec;i. 
#., .. 7 .....: :.J..T~ r : ~  Prisr::k f f = ~ m  .f,)?..e 'send the Pe&: Scfir GS11 roado Where the track cm;-.?g?:? 

.S 

i ,,.. .,.? L ,.; -. 2::: rjx>en field t h e  ~-&lj l  is fo:l1ov?ed to the I&%, a d  the fks t  cross I~@.::.." 
. .. .$#.: ,- t-7.. ~::,.&AT~ %near .yeaeiaIes %fie s ike  0.P &>werdale, %a. I p l t  is in the next f ?;el& 
i . 3  w.;.:u;, sib~.snk YJ -57& , so:~th-*,ves t of' ",he wg.i.1 c o r ~ e r .  

A hela c.-.07~rered by Lb'iaers in tkk8 m$ddLe of field is the estra'cc,?; 
T i  .,'... ., ., ,_ .:, :iecp ri.t'%, an6 there STr  no belays for L%e kdder,  After o.aercomhg $!I~s, 

*. 
.- .., *... , ... -, ;., ..* .LC !:I .";3np desca~t is hax-dl~ wcx-t;qwh.ile, ani! -f 00 of ladder w i l l  reach t2ie 
9.. - .- .L* 2 % ~  f j - ~ ~ t  qOa ~r so i s  a s-Lrai&-k descent o5s-tructed by o@cas.ic:r&'l - 
-.. %..),$.,: , -.,,& ,iPT& .,- 'I,', ,.- ,T>": <,,:2.ges + -  ~ga ins  t which -&he Xz~33.e~ F a n p ,  rather diaccsncer t'inglh;.r2 :?;:A& 

,- 

r, ,-,!:?.-.13:::g; 5.9 made or, a &ezd sheep, A short slope Zsalls ts a ~IE~w;.  p2.+~?:. :l;;.?:r 
~ - 

:%I?, n3.d &-:~a?, s-nd assorted r-dYbbsh "i;o f&e bo-tbn; - an off-pattizg bac? 3ktijt:;::g ?.;~.G?<:F?, -- 
r2,,- -?; ,:?ni$~ ;af -$ke ... a rZJ, end against bl&& mIb. 

?I:;,, 22 .,,q ,,. izL mare f~:e&1y h~2.e s d  &,QD the edge sf P d w e r k S e  5';') ~ & 2 ,  
?:. .:$,,*:+ ;, <-:. .,) k, ,> -va.ll. c c z ~ ~ e r ,  rvithia a d..scx*eplt sire f erne, 4gah, ~ K I  belay 9.s 
?+. %.JL fL .., '; gi77 k. .a.e fos be.:T~-yj,r.g tl?,e 75 .13cl33e.-. me open en-trance hole descents tr: L.F. 

:,:+:.,-L'~, I.,,.. ;rltit-L ~ > ~ . ~ - l  1. ,Fvc. .,43bish s1$1'pe ending ;I% a snail hole about 2'3' ~CWKL. Below this pci:~"L 
.,<.I,:+ ;j,:t.ch ::..e:2.k:siLies dc.m one er~d of a plea.sa";harnbe.r 8' ~Yide and 30 ' Z.05.rg ::IcL~. 
. ,  . .- - ;y-. m i . k  .. ,- C:b .Ligkt c3bm-eI? ~rnL2.s d ~ c ~ r a t e d  by saa l l  calcite flm, The ?~~1351:~.g 
., ).:.. - :I.F. 534~ ri g;r;;6al.:Lz d.ue -&e pr.oximity 9" dead @use, TO rim of rb.e b.:?.%":~ .: ,:j1~3t.;.8~1?~d:..~g fi:s~:pt: C ~ . X X  be f ~ l i t ~ r e d  ar.gttd- a s-2 bend +a %he point  idrae'~~? 2.k. 

r.n;.:?;ee t-..:~,?;,, C:igse t o  the pi-i~b, is a. ;hol,e dm~z 37hj-ch the remainder of the b4d$:? 
:1..3 Ceb& '50 se:ach tJxe b@i;i;orm - ebw.kh a~.2 mi'r:bi&, slope leading ~CVTII a. ?.ii~$. 
* .. l.,,.,, * .  . .. : .,,&L.G ,ps.,esage eajding 5x1 a sol id  oslLi:ps.j, A% the far end of the fissiare 8 

,> .- 
t,~ir:,~'?r.s :., ;! q.T>vye the f l o ~ ~  of tkLe f $-ssl+re mi,% a rwt  777kch chokes af -he:.- a 
,:; ", . .:.,y; r,.(kw-7,;3t;; - , . ..,.,...,u ":;a gi.7, the ha2e a t o  fa?:. .ler~.g$h of : 2C k d  depth of 90' , 

7.; . .  ;.. .- ,k QSX *Fie surface, 240tts lb le  em be f o -a~d  5(? yds, eas t  of n1;,31, ?:I;<: 
';.;, ( ~! 

x,; .s:-y< a - d dl;)~wi 4;p.e -ij-aXey sidea ~nenl'e an O%V?~OTJS hale is locate6 u ~ d e r  c. d.ea.2 " .  
s..i:l.i?er errch -i:zcee The cn'.,ras;ce is an easy ~ l i i i b ~  from it 2 pride rLft 3.e?3~32ri%~ 
~2z.3 i:s$:-;;:-z;j afi+. m ~ y ~ ? i m  &sceri,t I;b~yv~xgq g ~ ~ l & r s  ,, me gm-y on is a ~y"~3.1~~;. 
,. .,-.. * - -6 . -:, e .:,:SSX:>.<?~ sal and d m ~  a steep s,';oge: &T the deepestppoint, some 60' DE.ALTT ?:;:3<2 
.-..- .,, -. ..> .,.* ..,= 

I-. L..I 6 ? .i4ne ;Y~C.IP; c.los39 -kg a w~n-raw f 5sswe bere, azzd l a t e  i n  ? 972 +h.c 
.,,, \ l . ) . .n"  ,~ 
-.k..,.:. .,,  no.^-.. V:EM p9.;?i4j:ed by rner,l%ers of .B,C ,V,S ,U, t o  a definite en6, tic~&?dz-;. 

. . 
.J 

-!.: i.:.? .llei:g-i.!:. l? to j 5) fi 

( J ~ ~  +:-, :A 3 L,CW -,-, of' the 8t;ee-p foreeked k i l&ide  opposite the n ~ h ~  of C;C;U%C 
" .. " ,.< . -, -, ('.',.. .> <; .:I?.. J,,.,2%ge , j ,ust  above the  f ~ p  GI? a plants i.on lie these two s i n a L l  hole?, a t  
;;?,c?.;.": N,G,R, S F  5509î 3i0 NG, 1 2s fp.e more obvi013~s =d 5s the hole firs4; e ;~ l :~se?  
i y ths 2?nq2L i-9. 19?45~ T% commences as wa:i ope= ;?ok-lLke rift graced 3y a. 35al 
: : , k ~ r ~  ax:d a walk ~katm reaches %he Do"i.c,m, ;s. f u l l  8' below g ~ ~ u n d  leveS, "PC> ,t2-:e 
,.,.., ??, , , .. is., . . : t s $c~svm7rJ.. chokes a?~most bme35.a-beiy, ~ , v k i k t  t o  the l e f t  a fissure descamB 
' .,. .-, , @ .., - ,A %.' --A ; .- 6k~Sl i~er  wi..G;h p1.0 iv9.y' ~a - the "':w.explored 42 wide r i f t s '  of ~?LC:, cxasi.gs~?;d. 
,+ .‘,- ,. , n-... L ,... -A- , , T13.e b2.e is 20 VLmtg a.ltd 4 -5 5eep 

*. 
X:::so >:.; yd ,~ ,  a ~ m g  tu the EGSY~ wes tp a t  a s l ight ly  higher levei, is zio , J-31, 

T - .  
+. ::;!.;rtl:1. !::,-:it: c;et.ered by 'cirnkers o m  d i r e c t l ~ n  a roomy passege chokes, 321~: i~? 
, , .. 
.,,., .,,? r: rp. .....,,A *..- ,?, ,... LA& ..< -.--.- r uw f ~SSTLIX %CCOL?L~S $OCB t l&?tl 

; .- 
,,%.,;;$, ,9:rc,ltu% - ~ c - t % s  &la $s &sc;ri%ed, ~ 5 t h  s~xvey, 5.n t h e  Bradford I r 'Qkh~:~t  ~z?!:~k. 
0 - .  i - : j ~ ~ ~ - ~ < , ~ . c  - 7:7<2_3a, i3 No, 9 ,  - d7.~$39il_r 1962). .L- 



Discovery and Explorationo 
J ~ &  -%ley myself' made ow. first v i s i t  t o  Sh.alb~~&%Ie i n  o@hbe6 1 9720 

There were k n ~ m  windypits in this remote ~?3llc?y (li'lhic'ir runs ECW &h - south 
jus t  above the v i l h g e  of wass), and we were oxlay zctiEg O,ri %h.*d-hd ~ c r m a % i o l l  
and v a s e  s to r i e s  of a chamber "big e%:ou@ t o  Crive z h o ~ s e  ard i.lraoWkf. ,at o 

However, we paid a v i s i t  on +he farmer, wha pTre  3s e q a l - ~ r  v2,4;e dfrec"clm, and 
duly began prospectkg on the i ~ ~ e s t e r n  s ide  of the ~ralley, -&X WL ~ G U W  L i f t k g  
rocks, prodding i n  the undergrowth and dropping stones 13133~~ 1.5hl;j cracks b~-oU&t 
i ts reward as, down a t iny  hole, we heard a. a tone r f y  a? Icsis?; 2C" Tine  i q s  agajllSt 
us that  afternoon though, and w e  had no l igh t s  %nyw:yo - .  

Next day, we returned with l ights ,  a rope aqd a k3?.a?:, z:20 :s: ;:e? mi!lutes 
opened a hole b i g  eraugh to  get down vrjlt11ou-t Ctisledgirp, *aar-:: %.hi?:. !,fj.J2 rl ttan of 
rubble! Am awhvard climb l ed  down, a s  t.ie had tbbtr2gWic, f ~ s  a% >:i t 25' &T t,; - 
chamber, about 1 2 high and 1 0 across , A num5es 09 ~::."-."-WB .'Y *,e qii .-::-- , r?,!? ons 

-, - 
climb and traverse, Our l i gh t s  (one Oldhain s ide  be%! wad c ~ e  Eb?e~<z cl.ar':5iltz) 
were already din, b'wever, and when the car%ide expired a,+ 6?.?-dL~a. began to  
f l i c k e r  omiazsusHy, we b e a t  a hasty re t reac  after an. only s7msoq7 - k ~ e s t i ~ " c o ' n ~  

The f o l l o ~ g  day, zgain, f o m  of us (my exm . ~ . t u d i e s  7i'ere b;;~ nurr 
beginning b suffer,  boarded o w  transport  ( three bicycles) and mad$ the tven-ky 
minute t r i p  to  Blood Tiindypit, as we had norr named t h i s  s f i l l  izui,qcificmt hole 
on account of the copious amount of bZood t h a t  hs-6 been s p a t 4 ~ r e d  over tne 
entrance i n  the course s f  our duty t o  speleolsgy, Bef~x-e gobg 2,?., fvs h8d a 
quick look round on the surface, and, as  ??e =ere g o k g  CTT~X- "kt3 the en+-mince, 
l i f t e d  up a large rock, Although choked ~ i t h  rocks, here tqms a p 1 3 ~ 0 k r ' s  &em, 
a wel l  defined hole i n  the grass, draughting s tsong.1.~~~ After had dug for a 
while, the hole was opened up, and Nick Higgins was ?he f i r s t  5~~ 9ve:riJ;y anxiouus 
minutes l a t e r  he appeared 30P away, out OR the sr ig in3l  1102~e~ ~ ~ " i c h  $9 oolw 
surprise ,  

Over the next f e ~ r  days, a proper b l i t z  faak place, elm-en v i s i t s  benng mde, 
one a t  the dead of night, and a couple of s~jr%-ey%r,g t r i p s ,  L%e de?$h me  fts-ad t o  be 
60 ', and the length of passage surveyed 2Q0 O, m ~ s  t of 2% IOV: and w~s takX.e, 
However, we estimate t h a t  there is a t  l e a s t  a ~ ~ t h e r  209' t o  5:: surveyed, and a 
great deal of places remain t o  be q p s h e d n ,  Vith the p r e l k m m ~ r  survey f inished 
by mid-November, though, we pulled off the w i n d ~ i C , - s - m e y  cssux, of the century: 
by working out thi! heights underground and on the smface we deduced % h " c t e  roof 
of one of the bigger clhmbers m u s t  be v i r t u a l l y  on the s -dace ,  ail* dug axound 
f o r  a while, and broke through in the r i g h t  place, fkks g%vi,rlg us a 20Qdder 
pitch, and the only triple-entrznce windypit f 
Description. 

The west en'crance t o  Blood ISJindypit (i,e, the first entraace discapered) 
l i e s  amongst boulders i n  a h o l l ~ ,  a t  the 9;sp of the meskm, s i d e  of SA%llmdale 
(N,G,R. SE 566799). (prom the f m ,  follow the l i n e  of "=&graph poles UI, the 
h i l l  and then t u r n  r i g h t  f o r  about; 50 yds,), The east  entrance (%e sacsxd one 

, b eas to The W d  discovered) l i e s  32" away, in a g a s s y  patch, fa the norel-- 
entrance (the last one d-iscovered) l i e s ,  in turn, 2GC eas t  4F %he east  meg",rmce, 
i n  the s ide  of the h i l 1 ,  The l a t t e r  t w  entrances a re  covered by brarches and 
rocks so tha t  the c a t t l e  which roam the b i l l s i d e  de n ~ %  fall Ssz, 

For the west entrance, a 60Q rope, behyed ts the h r g e  o.a.7~ tree 25' amy, 
is advisable, A 2OV cl-hb dom leads to  the f i r s t  ~zhzmbear, From, here, a c l h b  
and traverse up ts the r i g h t  leads into the !,lain passage, at the o?her end of which 
is tkbW e a s t  entrance. To the l e f t ,  however, a squeeze ha& a rock bridge over 
the Mak Chamber, I 7'' below, Care should be taken, on the clh3 aOm, &it %2 use 
the bridge a s  a holdo From the Main Chamber, a crawl leads 20 a f-unction, w i t h  
a letter-box going c?om to %he l e f t ,  and a f i s s u r e  r f f  %a the r igh t ,  A c&ib down 
the letter-box, which is often d i f f i c u l t  on the m y  out f o r  large peo$l.e, leadis 
eventual-ly to  the Bottom Fissure, 60Q below gro.md (vre%e & K A ~  a @%a% dm1 of 
digging here, bu t  only with the r e su l t  of breaking *the proags of kws crwitsas, 



an6 bringing rowh of the roof d m ? ,  The r ight  hand f issure leads 5nk the 
Extension Series and Dave Griddle C b b e s ,  into which. the third entranse drops 
(this area has not been thoroup;hly 'pushedQ), 

Back in the bl i lak  P~asezge, a crawl off to  the 1-4&% lea&, via Bone Chamber, 
back to the west entrance, and two descents off ia the l e f t  lead dom ir,b the 
Main ChamSes. 

From the east entrance, a cmvl 601m over a rock bridge Leads into a 
chamber, with the Mzin Passape con5ng i n  up a sLopling carz~l,  No r q e  is 
necessary. 

The third eatrance is n o t  recornmended for large or c1ultisy per;t;?ie, as it La 
t ight  and uns tabLeo A W u  belay an6 2.3' kidder are needed, 83:d a l i fe l ine  is 
advised i n  view of -&e nuiber of w t a b i e  rocks, 
The Surveyo 

Despite the  bizarre clsllection of 5astruinen.t~ t-%S 1wt~z5 :~"":td i,rz the survey, 
i t  i s  not quite as inaccurate as it looks (the aithor g ~ e s  so i'z a2 fc ckim 
graCe 4)- In relation to the west entrance (svhich,  as 13.5~3 a3 "khe TIC-S~), %he 

I east entrance was 2.O ~ u t ,  lineally, and %he same dis-tance ws:c-T.i@a:..La$ ,c:hecked by 
surface survey), The third entrance v?as 5' 63ut i k e ~ U ~ o  =C? de3.5- ~ 1 g h t  -ver%icaUjr. 
Genera lo 

Blood seem to be of a different character to +;he other nir,i&pits, Pirsi;ly, 
it has an upper series very close to the s-mface (hence the three e g t m c e s )  
which is everywhere very wGta-ble, sharp, an5 ~X=~I(:JJPZ~, Tjnen, Delov- the letter-bcx, 
-he f issure is  co~ple te ly  ty-pical - i t  is  aluost 2s L* tlis higher %eve& have 
been twisted and s W e n  about, leaving the loves levels as  a contrast, 

It is perhaps significant -that the upper "fault  linevs, ioeO the 
alignment of the ugper 2-efie3, ~ U L Z  rou&ly a% right-angles t;r, the valley, 
whilst the Bottom Fissrare, i n  msre ?33ua3 win&mit fashion, r7m pak"aDe1 to 
the valley side. 

The hole is also in-teresting, of course, in +&a% it is a Ion9 tmy from 
the other B9a~cep-ker3Q' windspit areas of' Gor;.er&le and R;re&le, 

The f~1PQwhg back numbers are available from : 
DrO G o  Stevens, 4 Kings%sn Avenue, AckBfem, Midd1esboruugh9 Teesside TS5 p. 

Major items of contents w e  shorn - (23) in0icatas f h t  a sw-i7ey is -hcluded, 

Journal 4. (Pay 1971). (~uarto, 38 pp. + 7' p ~ .  swreys  : 30 8- post included) 
Moking H u r t h  Iitakine; Pot, TeasdaXe (s); Ellex- Beck Head C m e ,  Bmes; 

Faggergil!. 1 930; F a g e r g i l l  mew Ievel Nibe Cave, (s) ; Snarber Beck Head Cave, 
Swaledale (S); Kelaeads Cave, Fensley&le (s); mindegg Mine Cavism-s, krkengarthdale; 
Meets Reports I 970 (s); Beeges-t Pothole ia Awkal iu;  B~ue73ell Food Cave, Newton 
Aycliff e (s) ; K&&n Ca.ve, Svraldale (S) ; PIydrolog5cal Sys terns iE the Northern Dales. 

. ( J U ~  4 9729, (A&, 30 pp. + .i 3 -pp. surveys an?. inser% s e m r ~ y 9  47 p0 post 

El ler  Besic. Bgad Cave, Bovres (5) 4 E?-pha Green Ca~res ,  Alhn.&"ae (s); 
Ewehap West Cave PaxgXove B t ,  *ledale (s); Fadnaosr Ca~v'ee, E, Y~rks (3); 
Godo s Bridge R i ~ r e r  Cave, BOWP~B; J86k Scar Cave, T e e s U e  (s); b v e r g i l l  Caws, 
Thmi t e  (s) ; Marada l e  Caw, A h  $an (3) ; W-bdmwe End Gave, Bmugh (s) ; 

Mine Caverns, Arjkesn rthrlale (s); Cavss of khe AXlt m n  Keae Val&;% Isle of F '1 map and 5 surveys, , Ides ts Reports I 971 5 Khazad-dwn, the Bus kaUan 
depth record 19-34 ; h a d  levels i n  Gu3anersidt: Gill., S~valedale (3) 
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Jomals 1 , 2 & 3 - are now out of print,  but a re  available f o r  photocopyi~g, by arrmgement, 

Surveys 
- Smelbil3. Beck Cave (length. 6000q) 35"x 25'' 

(20 p , post 

Ayleburn line Cave, A l s  tsn, Cumberland (length ? mile). 
40'' x 20'' weline,  a t  18Qq : lt9 G r 0  (25 p . post included) , 

'flbdegg M i n e  Caverns, Arkengarthdale, Yorks (4000' ) 
x 1&~9ii-thoprint at 32q : It'. G r Q  242 ( as issued 

w i a  Journal 5). Sum-ey only - cr 2s p , pos t included) . 
I n  a d d i ~ o n  l m s e  copies of some of "the surveys pre;ious* pub1isked k~ Ckie 
j o w m k  are available @ 2p0 eachQ Include 4 p ,  postage, regapdless of xj_*nber 
ordered, 

Eard k w e l  Gill Ga-se, SwaaLedale ( e x e  J. 3)  
Lyrkirk Cave, !Yeardale, and East  G i l l  Cave I, Swaledale (ex. JJ) 
Moking Emth System, Teesdale (ex, ;,it) 
Faggergill  Eew I eve l  Mine Cave, Arkengarthdale (ex. J .4) 
~ ~ i n d  ~i.11 Level, Swaleiiale (exo J 05) . 
Skye Cave Surveys ex, Jo5 - B e  B l l t  nan h a c  'Jaliley (map). 

Be% an Jhbkaaich Caveo 
Carnus Malag Caveo 
U d  cim G h l h  m d  C L O D  Uamklo 
Uamh Sgeime, 

Any cavers l iving -h the Co%xr-~ky Durhrrm /Y Teesside area, niho !have an Lntsrest 
i n  other -khan purely sporting speleological a c t i v i t i e s  (prospecting f o r  new caves, 
digging, s u r v e D ~ g ,  research. pro Jects) are welcome to contact ?d0S .Go, which is 
run as a rnsre-ar-less informal "group'\rather than a fu l ly  orgaraised caring club. 
Meets are  generally in t21.c Berthern Bales b e e ,  Wensleydale and further  north) area, 
and other areas away fssw the main centres of speleological ac t iv i ty ,  main137 
( a t  the t h e  of writing) on Thursday or Friday nights during most of the year, 
and a t  weekends during %be smrner, and around Christmas and Easter , 

Interested psrsolls should contact the Hon, Sec,, l k c  G o  Steveris (address 
above) o r  P,F, Ryder (~esaa rch  Sec c/o 73 Abbey Road, Darlington, Coo Darham, 


