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We trod the shadow of the dowrward
hill;

Ve past from light to dark. On the
other side

Is scoop'd a cavern and a mountain hall,

Which none have fathom'd. If you go
far in

(The country people rumour) you may
hear

The moaning of the woman snd the child,

Shut in the secret chambers of the rock.

I too have heard a sound - perchance of
streans

Running far on within its imnmost halle,

The home of darkness; but the cavern-
mouth,

Half overtrailed with a wanton weed,

Gives birth to a brawling broock, that
passing lightly

Adovm a natural stair of tangled roots,

Is presently received in a sweet grave

Of eglantines, a place of burial

Far lovelier than ite cradle:

- from 'The ILover's Tale'
Alfred Iord Tennyson.




Editors Comments.

At one time it had not been intended to produce a Jowrmal in 1973, however, es
will be apparent to the reader, even after having resd only this far, this
intention was frustrated, by the desire to publish ani dispose of ouwr obligations to,
2 vardety of finds, and sites of work, which we have dealt with in 1972. The most
importent new cave found has been Fossdale Beck Cave — other discoveries have been
comparstively minor.

In the last year or so the pattern of MSG work has changed considerably. In the
"garly years" (1966 = 9), virtually every weekend saw partiez of ‘warps, in strange
and varied forms of transport, ranging the Worthern Dales. Many of the early stalwarts
have now moved. or are on the verge of moving, from the area, some uncre or Iless
permsnently, others returning during umiversity and colliege vacations. However,
the introduction of “evening trips”, generally l=d by the Hon, Sec., has led o
much useful work being done, as recerded in the following pages.

Thus Mcldywarp activitiss continue, and new cave is still being found. The
reader will possibly be interested fo know fnat (and possibly frus<rated by the fact)
that an important extension to a wellsknown Northern Dales ca2wve has been made, and
will be fully described, not in this, but in the next, MSG Journal (No. 7). It is
also anticipsted that this next production will contain further details on the
‘Bast Yorkshire' area, and the speleclogical potential of the Isle of Skye.

This Journal is admittedly somewhat thimmer than its two predecessors - however,
virtually the whole contents is ‘meat' (?), packed with speleclogical facts and
figures eto. etc. Contributions; either of fact or frivolity, for future publications,
would be welcomed.
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NEW EXPIORATIONS

Fossdale Beck Cave

(i) Discovery and Explorastion.

The first visit of MSG 1o the Fossdale Beck area, and Wofell Scar, the

gorge where the Beck cuts the Main Limestone, was on the 23rd December 1968,

One or two small caves were found, one 30' in length (Wofell Scar Cave III) on

the B bank of the Beck, where a small part of the stream 'short-circuited' 2

corner of the gorge. On the W side of the gorge a tight tubular crawl was found,

half'—<hcked with stones, and cleared for a few feet, before being abandoned.

This was listed as a "possible dig' and entered, along with the 30' stream cave

and a 20' long dry crawl, ending too low (Wofell Scar Cave II), also on the E

side of the gorge, in the MSG card index of Northern Caves, as 'Woiell Scar Caves'.
It was the 3rd April 1972 before MSG returned to Wofell Scar, to "re-check'

the area, in the persons of Pete Holloway and the Research Sec. Bad weather had

frustrated a walk up Great Sleddale, and Wofell Scar was selected for a visit,

having the merit of being fiarly near the road. Within ten minutes a new cave

entrance had been cleared, on the E side of the gorge (Wofell Scar Cave I),

and LO' of narrow crawl, ending in a choke, was explored. 4 second 1m:[.e vas then

found, directly opposite, on the W bark of the stream, at th: back of 2 ledge half

way up the side of the gorge, and one boulder removed to allow entry. EE'R slid

down the entrance chute and arrived, to his surprise end delight, in a 5' diameter

dry passage leading invitingly off into the gloom, towards the distant sound of

falling water. Thus Fossdale Beck Cave (Upper Series) was discovered.

Subsequent trips revealed a second entrance, snd , after half an hour spent
clearing stones from the tight tubular crawl noted in 1968, another entrance into
further passages and chambers, the Lower Series, which connect in two places with
the Upper Series, although the connections are not et the time of writing passable
by cavers. Wofell Scar Pot, a narrow shaft in a stream sink 200 yards S of Fossdale
Beck Cave, was also opened up, proving to be 110' long and 27' deep.

After the initial explorations several further t¥ips were made to complete
the survey, and attempt various 'digs', without any significant further extensions
being entered.

The total length of the system is now c«1,250'.

(ii) _Description of the Cav
(a) Introduction.

Fossdale Beck Cave is situated on the west side of Fossdale Beck about
3 miles north of Hardraw, wherc Fossdale Beck flows into the River Ure. The cave
system is developed in the Main Limestone, through which the Beck cuts in the
gorge of Wofell Scar. There are three entrances to the system, all within a few
feet of the stream bank, the Main Entrance and Matins Entrance being on ledges
about 20' sbove the Beck, and the lower Entrance ebout 4' above strean level,

The Upper Series of the Cave, reached through lain and Matins Entrances, and
the Lower Series, at present accessible only via lower Entrance, intercomncct at
two points, in the streamway, where perhaps 12' of bedding passage, at present
gravel choked to within €" of the roof, nced clearing to allow a 'through-trip',
and also in the low beddings (G@mec‘tlon Possage) beneath latins Chamber, where
one mud bank prevents one entering the ILower Series from 'the possage below the
19' pitch in the Upper Series.

(b) The Upper Serics - Main Entrance znd the Upper Sireamway.

The Main Entrence is situated at the reor of a wide grassy ledge half way up
the side of the gorge, noticeable in that there is 2 short section of drystone
walling immediately below it. About 10' below the level of the entronce, and a few
feet further upstream, is a very short section of tubuler passage ending immediately
in a choke.

The Main Entrence is a low arch, dropping down & debris slope into a large
(5' dimmeter) dry passage runming westwards (eway from the Beck, into the valley
side). To the l. of this, the debris slope from the entrance contlnues down for
another 10" into a blind rift.

Continuing along the large dry passage, & branch passage on the 1., 3' above
floor level, is encountered, after 15' - this is Pitch Passage. A few fect further
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along the main passage is a rift in the floor on the r. side of thc passage.
This is the Blind Pitch - 18' deep, and climbable, descending to a silt
floor. On the far side of the head of the Blind Pitch, and reached by
stepping across it, is the entrance to Shuffle Inlct.

The main passage continues of roomy waling size for a further 30', to
where it opens into the Upper Avens, developed on & cross=rift running
north-south. The aven cut by the main passage is c.30' high, with at its north
end, reached through a narrower arch, a second, adjacent, aven, cf similar height,
with some weter falling from above. From this sccond aven a narrow passage on
the 1., taking the water, reconnects with the main passage a few feet beyond the
dry aven. On the r. is the low and narrow entrance to CGrimy Gutter Grovel
Inlet, also bringing in a small stream.

The main passage continues from the dry aven, receives the stream frow
the narrow passage on the right, and becomes the Uppcr Streamvay, its height
increasing bo 10', with a vadose tranch developing in the floor of the original
tube. There are some small but attractive formations. 70' from the Upper Avens
this impressive passage abruptly turns l. (south) to run yparallel with the
valley side. The corner (Stalagmite Corner) shows a very fine display of
fornmations, most notably a 10' high cascade. Beyond Stalaguite Corner, the
streamway changes in charscter, steadily decreasing in size, to a hands-and-
knees crawl, and then o narrow sideways squeeze. After this the passage widens
slightly for a further 20' before splitting, with an impenetrably small tube
on the r., and on the l. the stream flowing into a bedding too low to enter =
this could be excavated, the floor being of sand and gravel, and is only
a Tew feet from the end of the Lower Streamway, in the Iower Scries of the cave.
(¢) The Upper Streanway Inlets.

Shuffle Inlet, although cbviously a vadose inlet passage, appears to
carry water only very occasionaly, perhaps having becen 'short-circuited' by
the development of the second, Grimy Gubter Grovel, inlet. iny water flowing
from Shuffle Inlet falls down the Blind Pitch to sink in a silt floor.

The first 25' of Shuffle Inlet consist of a rift €' high but generally less
than 1' wide, suddenly opening into a chamber with a 20' high aven. On the

r. is an impassably low bedding, and straight ahend a low arch (with a second
opening directly above) opening onto a Jjunctione To the r. is o high rift,
rapidly becoming impassably natrow, through which daylight can be seen froun
the strean bank 50' upstream of the binin Entronce, to the 1. is a wider rif't
leading to a final small aven, down which a trickle of watcr falls to sink

in the floor.

The second, and currently active, inlet to the Uppcr Streomwny, is
Griny Gutter Grovel Inlet, which enters the Upper ivens. The name of this
passage was suggested by the name - Grimy Gutter = of a swmall tributory of
Fossdale Beck above Wofell Scar, and also, more strongly, by the naturc of the
passage ltselfs Bntering the possage involves a very tight squeeze around an
acute bend, necessitating immersion in 2' of liquid wmud and water. Once round
this bend, the passage continues as morc straightforward sideways crawling
with, «fter a few feet, a short branch on the l. opening intc the base of zn
aven., 12' up this an impassable opening connects with the side of the aven into
which the inlet debouches. The rewaining 50' or so of the inlet is a2 narrow
crawl, gradually widening and lowering, and ending too low and chcked.

(@) Pitch Passage and Matins Series.

Pitch Passage is a hands-and-knecs crawl ruming south for 30' from
the main passage, to the head of the 19' pitch. To both l. nnd r. at the head
of the pitch are low bedding passages which become choked within a few feete.
Traversing across the pitch, and turning l., through a low section, a
'T'=junction is reached, 15' beyond the pitch. To the l. is a scramble up
to lMatins Entrance, a low opening in the side of the gorge in a rather sinilar
situation to, and 40' south of, the Hain Entrance.

To the r. at the 'T'-junction is a hands-and-knees crawl, gradually
increasing in heighte On the 1. is & nerrow rift in the floor, probably too
tight to descend, connecting with the small chomber in the passages below
the pitch. Oa the far side of this rift is o small inlet passage (in a rather
similar situation to Shuffle Inlet, opening onto the head of the Blind Pitch)
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which beconcs too low within a few feet. The main passage from lMatins
Entrance geins heicht, and beconmes quite well decorated, opening, 40' from the
entrance, into Matins Chember, ¢.20' long, 15' high and 5' wide. 4t the far
(south) end of the chamber a boulder slope ascends to roof level - o little
digging here allowed a squeeze into a very suall chamber, with no further way
on. In the l. wall of the chomber there appears to be the entrance to a passage,
coupletely choked with boulders. Opposite, in the r. wall, is a passage with
a smooth stalagunitc floor, initially roomy, but closing down to become
inpassable after c.10'. This termination is only c.15' from the end of
Stalattic Passage, in the Lower Secrics, which terninates in a rather similar
manner.

(¢) The Passages below the Pitch.

The Pitch is of 19', a roomy shaft in which the ladder hangs free flor
16', to a wide ledge, and o final 3' step down. Fron the foot of this descent
a passage of 'keyholc' cross-section, i.ec. a tube with a floor trench, continues
south, at first 5' high, but with the clay floor ascending, reducing the passage
to a tubular crawl. ifter c.15' two low branch passages lead off on the l.
Continuing, a further 15' of crowl ends in a blank wall, and a tiny "aven"
Jjust large enough to sit up in. un inpassably narrow rift in the wall here
opens into the floor of Matins Chamber.

Of the two side passages, the first is probably too small to enter,
but may be sighted along for ¢.20', hecading towards the stream bank. The
second passage, & low bedding, opens inte a small sandy-floorcd chamber, with
in the roof a narrow aven conneccting with the passage between Matins Entrance
and latins Chamber (see cbove). To the r. of this small chamber is a low
bedding crawl, partly dug out, which can be followed for c.15' to where it
becomas too low, n~lthough digging might well allow further progresse &
heightening con be seen, both to the l., where there appears teo be another
low passage running back towards the strean bank, quite probably comnccting
with an obvious choked flood sink (which takes water in wet conditions),
and straight shead,in a slightly higher bedding at thc end of Connection
Passage in the Lower Series of the cave.

The total length of the Upper Series of the cave is ¢.660', all surveycd
except for the estimated 70' of Griny Gutter Grovel Inlet.

(£f) The Lower Scrics - Entrance Scries.

The Lower, or Tubc, Entrance, is a small but quitec obvious opening on o
mall ledge n few feet sbove the stream. Initially fairly tight (1' high and
z! Widc), the tubular entrance crawl swings l., and opens into a complex
Junction area, littcred with unstable fallen slabs, after 20'. To the 1l here
o small passage lcads back to the stream bank, ending in an impassable fissure
through which a chink of daylight can be secn. The seccond l. passage is a narrow
crawl to a boulder choke after 15'. The nain route turns sharp re. inte a roonier
hands-and-knees crawl running north, parallel with the streem bank, and then drope
3! into a 7' high cheuber, with roomy passages straight ahead and to the l., and
to the r« a low crawl. The passage ahead is Comnnection Passage (see below), and
the crawl to the r. becomeus too low after 25'. The main route on is to the l.,
rapidly lowering to a crawl oncc more. 4 low branch on the r. leads into a roouy
14' high aven chamber, with & very low crowl continuing, heading towards the arern
bencath Matins Chamber. The main passage swings r. after a few more feet, with
two arches on the 1. here giving access to a 12' aven, and then ro ches a 'T'-
junction. To the r. is o tight squeeze lcading back to the 14' aven, to the 1.
is a continuing muddy crawl, 20' long, to a &' drop into a small chauber with
a bedding nrea at floor level, from which two impassably small passages lead
off. At the far side of the chamber is a 6' cliub up » mudbank, followed by =2
slide over a second mudbank, to a 'T'~junction with a larger passage, narking
the end of the Entrance Series.

(g) Comnection Passage.

The passage straight shead at the three-way junction described above is
initielly 7' high, with a vadese trench in the floor below a more tube-like
upper scction. The trench closes in, however, and 20' from the junction the
passege ends “m a wall of loose boulders and dcbris descending from above-
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the survey shows this paint to be more or less beneath the boulder-choked
passage in the 1. wall of lMatins Chamber. To the r. at this point is a low
bedding, turning l. agnin and becoming too low at a constriction, beyond
which is the bedding area re~ched at the end of the passages below the Pitch
in the Upper Series.

(h) _The Iower Streamrmy.

The larger passage into which the Entrance Series opens at a 'T'-Jjunction
is the dovmstream end of the Lower Streamway, the streamway being to the r.

To the 1. at the junction is the entronce to .vensway Series. it the Junction
the stream drops into a choked fissure in the floor beneath the Entrance Series
bassage ﬁnd 1S not seen again in the cave, energing to dayli;ht at the rising
(chokeds away from this point and 75' south of the Lower Entrance.
Upstrean, the streamway can be followed for c.70'. The passage is at first

5' high and 4' wide, obviously having becen developed from an initial bedding
now at roof level. Lis one proceeds upstreasn the floor rises rapidly, and the
passage bocomes a crawl, finally becoming too low after a pool = this point,
from the survey, being Dnly c.12' dovmstrean from the end of the Upper
Streanway.

(1) iwvensway Series.

Turning 1. at the 'T ~Jjunction nentioned sbove, and climbing up over
a boulder, one enters the lasrgest chasmber in the system, at thc foot of the
Great fmen, being 15' long, up to 10" wide, and probably c.40' high. On the
l., immediately upon entry, is a low sandy crawl which may rc=-connect with
the Fntrance Scries passage in the roof of the small chamber below the 6' drop
(see above), but this would probably nced some clearing. The floor of the
Great aven is a boulder slope rising toc the entrancc of the passage beycnd.

At the same height as this, in the 1. (east) wall, and above a chute of
seini-calcited debris, is the obvious entrance to Stalattic Passage.

Stalattic Passaue ds initially 5' high, but the floor rapidly rises,
and the passage closecs to a crawl over a calcite false floor, anidst profusc
formations. This turns sharp l. and drops into a snall well-decorated chamber.
To the 1. this opens into the base of Stalattic Passare ::ven = this chanber
and aven are directly sbove the ¢hamber below the 6 drop in the Entrance
Series, although therc sppears to be no connection between the two levels.

To the r. in the Stalattic Passage chamber is a low crawl up 2 sandy slope,

into 2 low arched poassage with a soft stalagnite floor, and evidence of phreatic
origin in the arches and pierced rock curtains in its roof. Digping would

allow further progress. Lthead, the passage can be seen to continue for at least
15', heading back towards the Metins Chambor area

The main routc forward from the Great iwen is a narrow rift passage, with
a pair of eyeholes on the r. opening into Eyehole fiven, 10' above floor level.
L. few feet further along the passage is a 6' drop to another Jjunction. Running
back beneath the flocr of the passage from which one has Just cntered, is
a crawl which twrns 1. into the base of Eyehole iven, which is of sinilar
heig:t to, although slightly less in floor area than, the Great [.ven, with
which it connccts directly through a high fisgsure, slichtly inclined from the
vertical, and only a few inches wide.

Returning to the junction, the passage on the l. ascends, turns 1. agein,
and bocomes too low, a2ll within a space of 10'. Straijht ahead is the main route,
roomy at first but lowering to a flat crawl over = gravel bank, and reaching
anocther junction after 20%.

Straight ahead at this junction the passage descends again, with a vadose
floor trench déveloping, to a L' drop. Strai ht nhead here, at roof level,
is a small blind caleited chamber. The main passage, at i“loor level, turns
sharp l. as a descending 3' high crawl, to a final 6! deep hole in the floor,

a totally mnud choked bedding at its base - this crn only be 1'=2' above the
level of the rising. In the roof above there is a narrow 12' high aven, and
straisht ashead a rift passesge, becoming muddy and extremncly narrow.-The furthest
point reached herc is only 60' from the rising, and 40' from (and in linc with)
one of the choked passages near the entrence to the Lower Series.
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3 Returning to the final junction, the r. branch is a very low bedding,
with a tight and awkward squeeze over 2 slab, openinj; into the base of the

25' high South Aven, only c.3' by 6' at floor level. There is'a continuings .

draughting, passage at floor level, and digging was attempted here, but boulders

too large to nmove were et after 3' . 10" up the wall of the aven is an opening

just lerge encugh to see through (this could perhaps be enlarged by chemical

means) into an adjecent aven of some size, with a trickle of water falling from

above. The limited view possible suggests that this aven, or aven chamber, is
c«12' acruss, with a boulder floor, and possibly a poassag entering on the

far side.

Total length of the lower Series of the cave is c.590's

(3) Some thoughts on the development of the systen.

“Fossdale Beck Cove is conslderably nore couplex J.T.'l its mor; JholoL;y and
plan than the majority of Northern Dales cave systocuse L manber of possible
stages in its developuent are suggested below.

(1) Original Phrestic Systeu. ” o

The main passagze of the Upper Series, which becomncs ¢ Upper Strecanmwel,
as far as Stalajmite Corner, is evidently a major phre;a.tm tube, apparently
becoming sma 1ler in dinensions eastwards. wnother very small section of this
can be seen (see above) in the strean bank just above the Main Entrance, end
another scction on the east side of the Beck, forming Wofcll Scar Cave II
(the higher of the two small entrances therei, which is a low crawl penctrable
for 20'. Other parts of the systenm are also apparently phreatic in irigin -
parts of the Entrance Series of the Lower Scries, end ivensway Scries.

(1) _First Vadose Stage.

Pre—dating the outting of the present Wofell Scar Gorge, which is probably
post Glaciale. The stream (the pre~Glacial Fossdale Beck) may have entered via
Shuffle Inlet, crossed the main phreatic tunnel, and develcped a ncw vadose
route along Pitch Passage, into Matins Series (matlns Entrance may represcnt
another sink entrance =t this period), into Matins Chamber, and either on
through high level passages now concealed by the boulder choke in Matins Chember,

" or dropping to a lower level there, and through the part-phrcatic passages of
the lower 'Fn'brunce Series, to perhaps risc from the Lower Entrence, or cne of
the nearby passages. The other snall cave, vadose in character, on the east side

- of the Beck (Wofea.l Scar Cave 1, 40' in length) may also be ascribable to this
stage, its appearance sufizesting that it is part of = system- pre-dating the
cutting of the gorge.

(iii) Sccond Vadose Stase.

Vhether this pre-dates or post-dates the cutting of the gorge is ‘not clear.
Assuning the porge is of post-Glacial date, the former is perhaps the most
likely. The strean in the stage (ii) ecave mibratc,.: to & lower level, falling
down the 19' Pitch, and flow:.nr bencath Matins Chanber into, and fur or nodifying,
the Lower Entrance Series.- -

(iv) Vadose Modification of: ..vensway. .S.c?_a¢§.-

There appears to have béen some vadosc. modificationr o the south part
of Avensway Series at some time, probably coeval with the First or Second
Vadose Stage. The avens and some of the passages of Lvenswny Scries are cbviously
phreatic in charscter, and may have developed as 'Fohl Cells' independonitly of
the phreatic and -vadose passagewnys which now-cut then. The vadose stage of the
development of Lvenswny Series appears to have been cccasioned by a stream entering
the present systen throuch the choked.low-level passage in Scuth ..ven, and flowing
east down the final 30' or so of the 'uain passage' of avensway Series, to sink
in the 6' deep pot, also now choked, in the f‘loor, presunably flO"Tlnf' from here
to the rising.

It seeus unlikely that this stredn had any connection with the "“'un
strean', i.e. Fossdale Beck, or part of Fossdale Beck, which is responsible
for the vadose action in the renaind r of the cave. The South .ven stream nay
have been derived from the shakcholes on the fellside directly ebove, or lore
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likely, have been the Wofell Scar Pot water (Wofell Scar Pot is a small

strean sink on the west side of the valley o few Bundred fect away to the

south west). This stresm, although not as yet testcd, apparently fecds the

rising at the mouth of the Wofell Scar gorge, as docs the stream which

currently flows through Fossdale Beck Cave (this has been £1lnor escein tested).
(v) Third Vadose Stoge

Possibly post=Glacial. The development of the prusent streamway,
utilising the encient 'main passage' phreatic tube as far as Stalaguite Corner,
and then following a Jjoint southwards to the head of thc wer Strcamvay,
which probably follows another, smaller, phreatic passagee. This 'short-
circuiting', or rather 'long-circuiting' was accoupanied by, and possibly in
part occasioned by, the developuent of Grimy Gutter Grovel Inlet, taking
the water from the sinks which used to feed Shuffle Inlet. ilso developed at
this latest vadose stage are the presumably iumcture passages which now teke the
strean between the downstream end of the Lower Streamway, and the rising.

(vi) _Present Situation.

Only a very small strean currently flows through the cave, having its
source in Griny Gutter Grovel Inlet, and augmentcd by smaller flows frow
various avens, which appear to merely drain the fellside immcdiately above
the cave. The main inlet stream uay be fed by immature, or half-chcked sinks
in Fossdale Beck = these are not obvious on the surface, but may be in the beds
of pools etc. In flood conditions the passages below the Pitch, Commection
Passage, and parts of the Lower Entrance Scries, may teke water, although this
has not yet been cbserved.

(vii) Problems

The nejor phreatic tube of the Upper Scries (see stage i) appears 1o
terninate ebruptly at Stalagmite Cornmer — therc may in fact be a continuation
concealed by the extensive caleite flows therc.

If Svensway Series can be extended from South ..ven, the currently active
streanway from Wofell Scar Pot (sece stage iv) might be entercd. Digging at
the sink opened a 21' deep clinbable (but rather loose) shaft into o chamber,
with the strecan sinking after a further &' descent in an impenctrable fissure.
A sizeable inlet passage into the chamber at the foot of the pitch, from the
south, ending in a choke of f£ill, accounted for most cf the pot's length of
1101 .

———— o -

Elph Cleugh Cave and Fot.

(i) Exploration.

The Elph Cleugh area was visited on 11 th Decewber 1971 by Jan Arrowsmith
and the Research Sec. 4 small cave in the south bank of Swinhope Burn 200 yards
upstrea_m of the confluence of the Burn and Elph Cleugh was re-located (having
been visited by wembers in 196€), and surveyed - a very winding passage, roomy
in parts, ending abruptly in tiny choked fissures after 70' (named Swinhopeburn
Cave - apparently known to Durhem Cave Club members as Bat Cave). Elph Cleugh
Cave entrance was noted (also visited in 1966) and the plateau above inspected,
the 0.8. 23":1 mile map showing a sink. This sink, a large shake taking a small
stream, contained an open pot - Elph Cleugh Pot (NY 8341 ). The stream disappeared
in wnstable boulders 6' down, but above these a dry passage led to a chaumber.
Attempts at digging the streanm sink caused 2 considersble collapsc of boulders,
so the hole was left to "settle".

‘ We returned to Elph Cleugh Pot on 31st Harch 1972, to find the stream
sink had stabilised somewhat, enough to insert an unwetsuited Pete Holloway,
underran icy shower of water. The shaft proved to choke immediately, so we
decided to fill in the remainder of the afternoon surveying Elph Cleugh Cave
- described in ‘'Permine Underground' as a "smell single passage cave with sone
formations" 300' long.

_ Surveying in, af'ter 70' we came to & junction, main streanmway to l., a
low inlet to the r, which in 1966 Cclin Carson had crawled a fow fleet up, and
pronounced tu. low. Remembering this (and consequently fired with optinisu)

FFR inserted himself in the inlet, grovelled through a tight and low scotion,
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demolished a few chert nodules, and entered Coke Inlet.

Time, and the unwetsuited sufferings of TH, did not permnit conpletion
of the survey, nd this had to wait until January 1973. On New Year's Day, FFR,
Nev Andrews, and Meg Mellors surveyed a further L00' of lain Streanway and lain
Inlet, and 12 days later Grahem Stevens, Chris Pattison and Tony Younger pushed
the Main Inlet to a conclusion, and discovered and surveyed Green E1f Fassape.
(ii) Description.

(a) Location. Elph Cleugh Cave entrance is a rising on the east bank of Elph
Clcugh a fow yards upstream from its confluence with Swinhope Burn, and at the
foot of a small linestone gorge. Elph Cleugh Pot, the main sink, is 350' to the
south-east of, and 85' ebove, the cave entrance, in a large elengate shakehole.
Both Cave and Pot are in the Great or 1Z2-FPathon Limestone.

(b) The Main Stream Passage and liain Inlet. The cave entrance is L' high and Z6"
W:Ltlc 2 crawl thro urrh o few inches of water, after 25' opening up into an 8' high
chamber littered with boulders, with the streeam flowing in a bedding under the r.
wall. Beyond the chamber is a 1'6" cascade, and then a 'T'-junction, with on the
r. Crke Inlet, and on the 1. a continbing easy hands-and-knees crawl for 50',

then turning 1. and gaining & little height, sufficent to pernit stooping. .fter
a further 50' of streamwsy, with several corners, a partisl boulder choke is
reached, which can be ensily cliunbed over, =and then a narrower section, forcing
a crawl in the strcam, but with a dry ox-how on the 1. providing a by-pass.

The streanway continuves, with some guitc good formations, sone unfortunately
broken, with the strean flowing beneath the 1. wall in places. Fventurlly a low
wet bedding is reached, with a dry by-pa=s on the r. i few feet beyond is another
'T'ejunction, with Green F1f Pacssaje to the r. To the 1. is the Main Inlet,
probaitly fed by small sinks on the plateau to the east of the Pot. .t first this
is an easy shingle crawl, toc a wet wallow, and then a tizht low section, becoming
too low after a small "cmmber" with a shingle bank, Jjust over 100' from the
Junction.

(c) Cake Inlet. This commences as an easy crawl, to a sharp bend r., into a low
wet section only 1' high, scon opening into 3' high passage. This provides easy
going for 50', to where the stresm enters from an inpossibly small arched passasje
on the l., with above it "The Cake" = a formntion giving its namne to the passage.
shead is 2 nuddy crawl, turning sharply l. into = bedding chamber, the only way
on being up a steeply sleping little tube, into a snaller chanber, also sloping
steeply upwards, ending in a choked bed!ing.

The total len: th of the inlet is c.1$0', the survey revealing the final
choke to be almest directly beneath the bed of Flph Cleugh, 100' upstrean of the
cave entrance. The epall strenn now entering the inlet nay be part of the surface
Cleugh, and that which originally d: veloped the passape almost certainly wos. lNo
sinks ere apporent on the survace, in the strceam bed or banks.

(a) Green F1f Passape This is the true continuation of the Main Streamway,
and, beyunu a squecm. throu&:h a pool 25' from the Junction, did not 2 wnear to
heve been entered before our visit. Beyond the squeeze, a branch on the r. Decones
too tight after a 12' high aven, where another aven is visible ahead. The main
route 1s ensy crawling to a r. turn, where it suddenly enlarges to 12' high. The
floor then steps up in three cascades, 3', 2' and 2' high, into a 5' high passare
endine in a massive boulder ruckle, only 40' horizontally (from the sur‘vcy) froi
Flph Cleugh Pot. It seens that the choked descending: p:Lssag;e fron the charber in
the Pot may connect with the impassably tight passage beyond the aven on the r.
near the downstream end of Gr en W1f Passaye, whilst the stream from the sink
below the Pot entrance enters in the finsl ruci.le. The nane of the passage is
derived from the fluorescein which had been put into the Pet by the exploring
party prior to their entering the cave, and which was met by thew over an hour
later at the cascades, travelling very slowly. The total len.th of the pnssaje,
which contains scme gquite attractive formations, is 170"

The total survey:d length of Elph Cleugh Cave is now c.800', of which
320' is 'mew passapre'. There scens little 1JI'OSJ_JCC1— of further extensions of any
size, since both Cake Inlet and Grecn FLf Passapge closely approoch the sinks
which feed then, and the Moin Inlet becomes excessively tight and low = less than
9" high and half full of water. L1l three inlct passageas in the cave draught,
showing that no sumps obstruct the air flow through the system.
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(e) Elph Cleugh Fot.

The entrance to the Pot is a circular hole c.l4' across in the botton
of a very large shakehole. On the oceasicn of our last visit (1. 1. 73) this
hole had been theroughly covered over with beams snd stone slabs.

The strean entcring the hole falls c.12' into a rift, to sink amongst
boulders. Half way down this rift a horizontal passage leads off to the
north-west, a crawl over boulders for a fow feet, dropping into a chauber,
beneath the floor of th. shakehole, perhaps 15' long, 12' widec and 10' high,
with a roof of huge ‘hanging death' gritstone boulders. On the r. is an
opening into a rift parallel with the entrance passage, coupletely choked
with boulders, and on the l. side of thc chamber a hole behind a boulder
leads into a descending passage in solid rock, which drops 10' to a choke,
which could perhaps be cleared - there is another drop, of c.4' beyond -
although the passage is very tight, 2nd the roof very unstable.

Total passage lencth of the Pot is perhaps 50', total depth perhaps
2017,

o e — e —— -

Trough Scars Cave IIT

On the evening of 20th Jpril 1972 an NSG party visited Trough Scars
Caves, to atteupt to extend caves I and II. This purpose was frustrated
by impassably low beddings in Cave I, and by the non-existence of postulated
passages in Cave Il. A brief inspection of the gorge upstrean of these
known caves did result in the finding of a short new cave, Cave III, or
Trough Scars Beckside Cave.

Going south from caves I and II, one passes 2 10'waterfall on the Beck,
with on the west side of the streon a collapsed area wgich seens to act as a
suall risinge In the shallower gorge above the fall, on the west side of the
Beck, a very small hole ~t the rear of an undercut bedding was found, and
enlarged, with about 20 minutes work. This allowed nccess to a chauber,
running parallel with the gorge side, 15' long, 6' wide and 12' high.

To the l. (i.c. at the upstrean end) a siall strean cntorcd the chamber,
and turned half r. (looking upstrean) to cnter sn arched downstrean passope.
This - 2' high with 1' watcr - ended aftcxr 15' in a conplete elizle choke.
Upstream was a narrow crawl for 15' to a follen slab ~ a route could have been
dug past this, and at least 10' of passage could be scen echead. However, the
sink for the cave waes found, in & smnll bedding (3" high), only about 20 yards
upstrean of the entronce, in the side of the gorge, thus digging would
not really be worthwhile,

Total length (accessiblc) of this cave is 50', and it provides the only
'active' system so far entered in the gorge.

Maize Beck Caves

These suell caves cannot be claimed as 'new explorations' in the true
sense of the word, as they have probably been entered by cavers before,
but no published description, beyond a brief nention in 'British Caving',
has appeared, asz far as the writer is sble to trace. The caves are anony the
most remote in the Pennines - the easiest spproach is to walk frou Duf'ton
over High Cup Nick. Colin Carson and Pete Holloway made this trek at Easter
1972, and Colin later produced the following description. -

Inmediately downstream from the bridge where the Pennine Way crosses
Maize Beck, is o limestone gorge. On the r. (west) side of the gorge is a
rising from a hole 2' wide and 1'6" high, the rising for Sink Cave II. This
might be entered in low water conditions, or by diverting water away from the
sink. The sink for this cave is 36' t¢ the west and 18' higher - this is very
tight but open.
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I few feet downstream from the sink of Sink Cave II is = choked sink,
which might be dug. .bout 40' downstream agnin is a small dry cave in the
side of the stream gorge - Dry Cave South . This is a hands-and-knees crawl
for 10', lowering to a flat out crawl for 7' to a choke.
LO' upstrean of the sink for Sink Cave II is the rising for Sink Cave I.
11" away from the rising is a tight dry entrence to the cave, and 80' to the
west is the sink for this cave. The estimated length of Sink Cave I is 105'.
in entrance at the sink 3' wide and 2' high leads to & streanway 4' high and
wide. After 36' a cross-joint passage interseccts the streamway and daylight
can be seen to l. and r. The passage then lowers ond is extrenely wet for
most of the remaining 60' with a duck at onc point. The rising is about
2'6" square.
70' to the north of Sink Cave I rising is the entrance to Dry Cave North
I, length 73'. This consists of a singlc passage hetween 3' and 5' in height
and of similar width, being apparently a former stream course. On the
opposite side of the shakehole containing the exit frou Dry Cave North I, 1is
the entrance te Dry Cave North II, a 16' loag cave up te 3' high and 4' wide.
411 these caves, both sctive and dry, seen to have been developed by
the small tributary of Maize Beck which now flows through Sink Caves I and II.

Grange Gill Cave ;

Grange Gill Cave, Wensleydale, wos first visited by USG members on
25th September 1971, the entrance having been noted by Stuart Hodgson on a
walk some weceks previously. The cave is situated on the north side of
Grange Gill (the stream changes name, according to the 0.S. map, as one
proceeds upstream, from Grange Gill to Skell Gill, and Skell Gill to Sargill),
about 200 yards downstreai of the hanlet and bridge of Skell Gill, in a small
gorge formed 1in the Hardraw Scar Limestone.

Innediately inside the entronce, the cave splits into two sinmilar passages,
each c.l4' high and 2' wide, and each discharging a strean. On the initial
exploration the r. fork was blocked by a lorge wedged boulder, within 5'.

The 1. fork enlarges after 10' into a pleasant streanway &' high and L'

wide. iLfter 15' the stream pessage turns 1., and the floor steps up 3'.

To the r. herc, at roof level, is o low squeeze into a bedding chanber with
some formations, c.4' wide and 10' long, beconing too low. The stream passage
continues for a further 10' into a 6' wide 3' high chamber, with sone fallen
slabs. Beyond this the cave shuts down to a bedding 4" high, without any
draught.

Return trips to Grange Gill Cave were made on the 1st and 6th January,

and the 11 th February, all with the intent of foreing the r. hand strean
passage Jjust inside the cave cntrancc. The initial wedged boulder was
denolished, and various minor obstacles beyond have also been dealt with.
at the time of writing c.4O' of passage have boen explored, all tight winding
crawl, as far as a ripht-angled bend to the 1., which, coupled with nore
wedged boulders, provides an awkward obstacle marking the present limit of
exploration. The total length of the cave is c.120'.

Sinks in the stream bed c¢.4100 yards upstrean of the cave probably
feed the cave stream, although the r. inlet nay have a different source.

Smeltmill Beck Cave - a new inlet

On 2nd June 1972 Pete Holloway and Graham Stévens visited this cave,
with the prime intention of attempting to pass the previous limit of
exploration in Shrinp Inlet - in this they were unsuccessful, cextensive
lunp hammering being necessery. However, in retreating from Shrimp Inlet,
a previously unnoticed inlet passage was found, situated on the true l.
(i.e. locking dovmstrean) c.300' upstrean of Cairn Chamber.
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A few straw stalactites were sacrificed in the exploration of the
new passage, which consisted of c.70' of crawling along false floors above
the inlet flow, to a 4'6" cascade, and a further ¢.70' of crawling in the
stream, to a sump - this was probed, but no immediste airspace was apparent.

The discovery of this new inlet came as & surprise, many parties having

passed it without noticing it, in the passt four yezrs. The source of the
inlet stream is not clear, and the passage has yet 1o be surveyed. Two
possibilities for the origin of the stream are thet it might be fled by the
surface Beck (this is somewhat unlikely, since the main sink at the rear of
the limestone plateau generally tekes all the Beck water, feeding into
Keyhole Passage, entering the cave further upstream), or that it might be
a "short-cut" to the Cascade Traverse ares of the main stream passage.
It is intended to survey the passage in the near future.

—— P e o s e . 2 i S

Moking Hurth - Mud Tubs Series.

lud Tube Series, the only major inlet in the Noking Hurth / Hoking
Pot system, was first visited by MSG menmbers on 9th June 1972. The passage
was followed as far as is shown on the 1355 Upper Teesdale Cave Club survey
(see survey of ioking Hurth / Moking Fot in HSG Journal 4, incorporating
NFC, UTCC and MSG surveys), only Graham Stevens being able to pass a wet
squeeze c.150' from the end. The survey is shown as ending inexplicably where
the passage appears to widen - this widening proved to be a small boulder
ruckle. Some manhendling of boulders opened up a tight squeeze on, which
GS did not feel inclined to avtempt without support.

On 24th October a second visit was made, by GS and Colin Carson.
GS managed to pass the squeeze through the boulders, and enter a continuing
narrow rift, 12' high but only 1' wide. CC attempted to follow but became
wedged, in an inverted position, in the squeeze, where he remained for some
time. Af'ter 15' the rift passage turned a right~angl . d bend to the 1., and
after another 15' another corner was reached, to the r., much obstructed
with stal. After some lump hammer work this constriction was passed, with
difficulty, to a further corner to the 1., and a finnl scction of narrow
passage c.1 &' in length, with two more tisht squecres, c¢nding in a choked
and calcited cross-joint, with no way on either obvious or accessible.

Fxit from the extension, and the rescue of the inverted CC from the
initinl squeeze, was accomplished with some difficulty. The total length
of new passage, estimat 4, is c.55'.

The source of the trickle of water in Mud Tube Scrics is uncertain,
and no surface survey has been made =25 yet.

choke

~~ Bgueezes

Kud Tube Series Extension
stal. squecze Sketch Flan (GS)
not to scalc.
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MSG MEFTS LIST 1972
- including notes on minor discoveries and previously umrccorded caves.

1-1=-72. Grahge Gill Cave. P,Hollowey, P.F.Ryder.

see elscwherc,
3+1-72. Caygill Scar Caves, Coverdale. C.Carson, P.F.R.

Several small cave entrances had previously been noted in the
gorge of Caygill Scar, below West Scrafton. One cave, Tom Hunter's Farlour,
has been listed by the C.F.C. as 240' long, and this was exanined, little
apparent prospect of extension. Several other caves were all short, the
longest a 'through trip' of 307, all dry.

4-1-72, Bull Bank Cave, Bowes. J.C.Longstaff, P.F.R.

i small cave entrance hed been previously noted, in the limestone
scar due south of Bowes Castle. 'British Caving' mentions thr e small caves
here — we could only find the onc. 1t proved to be a dry tubular crawl
running for 30' to end in e joint aven 15' high but only a few inches wide.
6-4-72. Warden's Folly Pot and Grange Gill Cave. feHolmes, D.Rackstraw, P.F.R.

Warden's Folly Pot 1s a sink on the west side of Fossdale at
SD863947, «1lt. 1450, sn open rif't proved too tight to descend, but a little
digging opuned an adjacent rift, with &' and 15' climbs down into a rift
chamber with a mud floor and no way on.
€~1-72. Ryhope Caves, Sunderland, CeCo, PoHs, LoH., PoF.R.

Ryhope Cave (as 50' long) wes listed in the first edition of 'P.U.',
but not in the second. Lifter considerable local inquiry we ran the cave -
in fact three caves, and a fourth which has been walled up - to earth in
a railway cutting beside a disused colliery. iagnesian [dnestonec caves, used
as air raid shelters during the last war, quite roomy and dry. & Grade 4
survey was carricd out (see clsewhcre). The third cave, not shown on the
survey, is further west in the cutting, in the north wall, and is a siuple
passage closing down after 30'.
11=2-72. Grahge Gill Cave. P.H., G.Stevens.

See elsewhere.
3-3=72. Hard level Gill Cave. PeH., GeSo

One passage in February Series, left unexplorec - that to the r.
beyond Steve's Squeeze (see #SG Jl.3) proved to end silted up afiter 10'.

31 -3-72. Elph Clcurh arcae. PeHe, «~eley, FeFaRe

See clsewhere.
3-b=72. Tofell Scar. TeH., DeFoRs

The discovery of Fo-sdale Beck Cave. Sec elsewhere.

15-4-72, Wofell Scar. JeD.Cooper, P.He, Colengthorn:, PcFeRe, GoSe
15-4~72. Tofell Scare Colie, FeloR.
20-4~72, Trough Scars Caves. Pelle, MeGellorton, FeFeRe, G.Se

Seec elscwhere.

22-4-72. Wofell Scar.L.H.Beevcrs, CeCec, Poloy Coloy MoGollay VoFoRo
21 =5-72, Whitfield Gill Cave. CeCe, PuHa

This short cave hnd bocn first explored by the Yoredale limestone
Group some years previously. Entrance at SD 9935 on the cast side of the
Gill, 50' upstream of a footbridge, in o thin limestonc bond. Two parallel
entrance passages lead to main passage, with small stream, which flows out
of south entrance. Main passage 100' long, ending in o 12' wide bedding
chamber, possage beyond too low. Mostly crawling, total Jenpth c.d 76
2-6=72., Smeltmill Beck Cavg. PuaHey, GoSe

See elsewhere
9—6'—?2l ﬂ-_@ké—_fl_ﬁ»ﬂurtlla P-H-’ I'\i-G'.Ne, GoSe

Sce elsewhere.
10~6-72. Thitfield Fell FPots. CuC., Pulle, PoFeRo

On Main limestone plateau above hitficld Scar, four small pots
in area of S8D927933, from east to west being (i) Small entrance in corner of
shakehole, 30' shaft, 15' down step off ladder into 10' long chember, lower
15" of shaf't extremnely tight and not descended. (ii) Further south-west,
vut onto the plateau, open 15' deep shaf't. (iii) Near (ii) but at rear of
plateau, large shake taking small streau, 6' drop to wedged block with
pitch beyond. (iv) Three shakeholes further north-west from (iii), large
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sheke teking a stream. Two entronces in base of shake drop into descending
rift 25' long, with third entrance in shekehole side cntering high in
roof. Rift becomes too tight just before head of a further pitch.

16-6-72. Swinnergill Cavesg. C.lMeads, C.Parker, P.F.R., M.Stockwell.

Potdering.

16-6-72. Fosadale Beck Cave. Fol., G.S.
. See elsewhere.
7-7-72. West Scrafton Pot. P.H., G.S., D.Younger.

Sone new passages entered, see report at o later date.
8-7-72._Vhitfield Fell and Maze Holes, Wenslcydale. P.Jchnson, PeoFsR.

Whitfield Fell Pot Gf:j - wedged boulder removed, 16' pitch descended
into a blind rift, downward continuation only 3" wide.

Maze Holes, Litherskew - recently re-opened, SD 899915, description
and grid.ref. in 'P.U.' are hopeléssly out. i peculiar cave, in Middle ILust.,
four roomy chambers, some formations, no other passages, length 150',
depth 29' - surveyed to Grade 5.
15=7=72. lancaster Hole. Polls, MaGoNe; GaSa, De¥e

Digging.
16~7~72. Easegill Caverns. P.He, Gu.S., DY

Tripping.
23=7=72. Layleburn Mine Cave. P.H., G. S.

Inspecting.
26=7=72. Swindalehead Cave. FeFoR., G.S.

Swindalehead Cave IT = the simnall resurgence a few yerds upstrocan
of the main cave = proved to end after 45'-50' in minimal airspecee The
upstrcan end of the main cave was probed - main passage becomes too low and
choked, passage on the r. just before the strean is re-joined pushed, to
connect back to end of‘ c:'mal in area of profusec formations.

" Smn 11 caves in 11 nestone gorge at the very head of the Belah, just
below the conflucnce of Bleaberry Beck and Potter Sike. Longest 25', one
prospect blocked with rotting sheep, all dry. Much digpging resulted in entry
of FFR into 10' long hole, much more digiing to allow extrication.

5-8-‘?20 Iittle Gill Cavese. C.Co, S.Hallidﬂy, PoleRo y

Pottering. Just north of Little ¢ill Hole, 10' above the streaam,
new entrance dug out - narrow crawl nnd 10’ drop into small chamber, crawl
into adjacecnt boulder choked chamber, total length 25'.
15-8~72. High Hurth Fdge Potse Pelley; DeRey; FeFoRe
Two holes worthy of descoription found. (i) 'Romskull Pot' NY 872312 .lt.1650'.
Two c.ntrmcgs, drop into rift charber ending too tight, length 30', depth 25'.
(ii) NY 86631 6. Llte 1650's Near west end of plateaus Small hole in shake
drops into low chamber, with two further 12' deep holes in floor, which conncct
at bottougpDepth 207, length 20'.

16-9-72. Far Grecn & Pots. CeCeoy Pidey, PeF.R., CeScott. i

“Several c open pots on small linestone plateau to east of road at fﬁ
swinit of Ofnop Pass, SD S4094L, ..lt. 1600'. On the plateau is a short row of
shakes ruming north to southe In the northermmost sink/sheke depression were
three open pots, in the southernmnost two, rnd onc (No.iv) midway between. The
six pots are as follows, in order from north to south. (i) Small strcam sink,
open 10! decp pot, narrow fissure drops to head of 18' pitch into blind rift,
total depth 38'. (ii) 4 few feet south of (1) - obvious open 30' shaft, closing
tc impenetrsble fissurc. (iii) it south end of shakchole containing (lj and (ii),
17! pitch into choked rift. (iv) Open 25' deep pot, no way on. (v) Narrow rift
against Wrest side of southernmost shake, 45' pitch, initially very tight, into
small chamber. (vi) .. few feet south of (v), circuler 4' diameter 25' deep
shaf't, to choked floor.

2—_;—?2- _Fossdale Beck Cave. J.D.C., Pu o e

" Sce clsewhere.

24-9-72. sshberry Windypite. CeCey PoFoR,
See elsewherc. wshberry I surveyod.
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30-9-72, Kisdon Area and Aygill Cave. G.M.Davies, P.F.R.
Two small pots on Kisdon Hill, in the Main Limestone, were descended.

Neither appears to fit the description of "Kisdon Pot®™ in 'P.U.'.
(1) NY 902002, In large shake, with stream sink in mud. Entrance under large fallen
slab, 15' fluted shaft to boulder floor. A rif't too marrow to enter drops for at
least another 25', widening downwards.
(11) SD 9049L4k4. In narrow walled field just north of prominent stile. Obvious entrance
in west side of shake, 15' ladder pitch into chamber, further 6' drop into ruckle.

Aygill Cave - NY888003. On south side of Aygill in old quarry above road,
"PU.' quoted length of 20' a gross underestimate, or misprint. Entrance is a small
rising, crawl to 'T'-junction. To r. is narrow dry crawl to base of 12' deep pot,
in stream bank upstrean of main entrance. To l., upstream, is roomy crawl in mud
and water to small chamber, and further crawling, ending toc low. Total length
(o3 | ?O' o

West Stonesdale Caveo. G.Me & S.Davies, P.F.R,

NY 888020, Entrance 10' above stream on west side of gorge, Jjust south
of an impenetrably low rising. Low dry crawl ending in 3' high chamber, length 25%.
13=10=72, Crackpot Cave. R.Evans, M.G.N,, D. & P.Stephenson, G.S.

Attempts at digging final choke = no progress.
2L=10=-72, Moking Hurth, C.C., GsD.

See elsewhere.
11=11=72, Ashberry Windypit. N.Coghlan, J.C.Llongstaff, P.F.R. and friends.

See elsewhere. Survey of Ashberry II commenced.
23=41=72. Windegg Mine Caverns. D.Croucher, D.R., G+3., DoYo

Visit to Pawprint Series, no significant progress, except that a by-pass
to Creaking Boulder Cavern was opened up - the r. fork of the passage leading from
the central complex towards Eyehole Crawl, previously ending in a boulder choke, was
cleared, to provide an alternative, and much safer route into the passages west of
Creaking Boulder Cavern.
8=-12=72, Kirkdale Cave. G.S., D.Y.

Survey finished, see elsewhere.
274 2=72. Carperby Ares. N.Andrews, M.Mellors, J.Mellors, G.M. & S.D., PsF.Rs

Some interesting old mine workings, c. SD 987902 were explored and
surveyed. Thackthwaite Cave was visited and explored for some distance, i.e. wntil
the water reached wellington boot depth.
29-12=72. Aghberry Windypit. H.G.N.,, P.F.R., G.S.

Survey completed.

This list is taken from the MSG log, into which reports of a few trips, and of
surface walks and various work carried out by individual members, have failed to
find their way.
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Scme Recent Work in the Fast Yorkshire Arca.,

Iz d originally, with the ususl blind optimism, been iniended o
inciuds in this Journsl & report, with descriptions, covering all the various
aves, windypits, and other natural underground cavities, of the Bsst Yorkshire
sz = however, quite a number of these have not besen visited or surveyed yeti,
o that that gvandiose project hzs had to give way to a smaller section, with a
ronise cf‘ mors to come in futurs publications. Included here are accounts of
various holes, new and old, which MSG msmbers and friends have visited in the
course of the psst few monthe.

The "caves" of the Fast Yorkshire area -~ the area in question being that
over which the Jurassic Corsliian Limegicne outcrops, a beli m,w*haps 25 miles long
and 3=4 miles wide, along the ncrth side of the Vale of Pickering (fron near

Scarborough wes*wards to Helmsl my,, and an area extending south snd west of Helmsley
for geveral milss - £311 into two guite separate groups -

(i) The ®true®™ limestcne caves, i.s. of vadose or pireatic origin, mostly situated
around Kirkbymoorside, and generally of rather limited extent (Kirkdale is by far
the longest).

(ii) The windypits - slip features developed along the edges of valleys, which

cut througn the Corallian limestone and underlying beds. These are sometimes
classed, rather misleadingly, &= "ootholes”, although none show any evidence of
vadose or phreatic origin, cor modification.
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The comparatively well known, to archeeoclogists at any rate, Eirkdale Cave,
in an old guarry on the east bank of Hodge Beck, sbout a mile west of Kirkbymoorside,
has been the venue of several MSG "evening trips™, led by Graham Stevens. These
have resulted in the cave being surveyed; and the following article being written:-

Kirkdale Cavess Graham Stevens.

Considering the fact that Kirkdale Cave ig an archaeological site of such
fame, it ssems incredible that no accurate s._rve\r or description have been
published, Perhaps it is because most “bone caves"™ are little more than rock shelters
that Kirkdale Cave, with 570" of passage, has escaped attention,

The main cave is well known %o local people, and the amounts of candle wax
and route-finding string bear testimony to the numbers of inexperienced visitors
who have sxplored its easy passages. Iocal legend tells of through trips to Kirkby-
moorsidse, over & mile away,

The caves were discovered by giarrying in 41821 . Subsequently 38' of the main
cave was gquarried away, vefore the quarry became disused and overgrown with trees
and vegefetion., A sketch survey of the cave was published in "Cave Hunting" by
W.Boyd Dawkins in 1874, along with a presentation of ths conclusions of Buckland's
archaeological investigations. This old survey is guite accurate in its receorded
lengths, but 2t is incomplete, and further into the cave the directions are in

error, More recently a brisf description appeared in 'British Caver® Vol. 9 (1942)
and a confused version of this appears to have given rise to the erronecus description
# Pmm Underground”
h criptiog.

Proceed 200° up the road east of the ford across Hodge Beck, and enter the
overgrown quarry on the l. A path leads to the caves. Jave 1II (25° long) has its
entrance 8' above the psth zbout 30 yds. from the road. Cave I (570') is about
30 yds, further cnm agein, slisco 8' up,

ous® Iinzide the entrance the passage forks and the twe routes form =
"figure of 8" circuit, The l route forks sgain (to the 1. ends) and to the r.
iz smother Junction where siraight on is the midwsy lirk with the r. route, and
to the 1. lJeads on. &t the _r:.emt sunction, rs leads to a choked rif't and the r.
entrance passage, whilst 1. leads to Junction Chamber with three exits. The r.
exit is & contimuation of the choked rift : the l. exit leads to warious fissures
and small chembers, evenivally choking. The centrsl exit from Juncticm Chamber
leads to another j‘mc"'iﬂn,, with a long rift on the r. snd a way on tc the 1.
Froceeding along this, four short choked passages on the 1. are passed and the
main passege loops back to emerge from s hole in the floor of the long rift (turn




KIRKDALE CAVE

NGR SE 677860. Al .‘200
Lengths . cave ( : 547,

b

Cave &4 : 23

M3G Gr. 4B JSurvey 1972

2704 Aduond

CROSS SECTIONS

O (=]
o

B E

? (-JB
b

a

r

D

o 10 20 30 40 50 Ft

: o S

E

1 GS/PFR 1972/37|

RYHOPE CAVES, Sunderfand

NGR INZ 400537. Alt. }50

MSG Survey 8:1-72 Lengths. Cave d: 200
ERG Gmde 485 Quarry C.—.wez 40
ScALE ’ Entmnre;{((/ '

i M 25 "DFt ‘ \—_-‘“---
! h--;._ .

PFR 1972




r. for exit).

Most of the passages are of stooping height with muddy pools. The pools have
an abundance of cave fauna and the walls of the cave are liberally endowed with
large spiders. These latter are as pigmented as suwrface species and thus appear 1o
be troglophilic. The cave was fairly thoroughly examined for the legendary route
to Kirkbymoorside but no sign was found. In many of the smaller fissures snimal
prints may be seen, but there are very few signs of any btones in the cave, and
it looks as though, through the years, excavators have done a thorough jcb of
collecting.

At the N.E., extremity of the cave, the top 2' of £ill was found 40 consist of
a few inches of typical fine grained brown ceve mud {(giscial mud) which flecrs most of
the cave; on top of & coarse sandy fill that beceame more consolideted with particles
weakly cemented together to give a soft and sandstone-like materisl. This latter was
coloured with red and ochrous yellow siresks. I would venturs ths thecxy that this
sandy material originated as an impurity in the Corslliien Limestone in which the cave
is formed. There is little sign of the "red loan™ in which +he bones were reputedly
found,

Two items on the archaeology of Kirkdsle Cawe hawe recently appeared in the
Yorks. Philes. Soc. Ann. Repoxrt 1971, but heve not yet come fo hand for comment.
Ed. note - the bed of Hodge Beck near Kirkdale Cave iz normally dry, and grass grown
in summer, the stream sirking in its bed a2t Cat Scar, sbout a mile and a2 half
upstream, and rising at How Keld Head, about half a mile dowmstream, Jjusit south of
the main Kirkbymoorsides to Helmsley road. Presumably the cave represents part of a
former course of the Beck, long abandoned. {s=¢ article "North of the Vale of Pickering'
by S. Hodgson, in MSG Jowrnal 3, 1970).

Two small caves away from the main Kirkbymocrside group have recently been
found by members of the Ampleforth College Venture Scout Unit. These are ;=

Monks Wood Cawve., N.G:R. SE 53??11 o Alto 55050

Monks Wood Cawve (named after the wood behind Ampleforth Abbev) was
rediscovered by the School Venture Scouts, and surveyed in October 1971 . The cave
is situated at the base of a cliff, 20°® north of a ramshackle hut, in the middle
of the wood. The entrance, which may be blocked by leaves, is a low (72") slide
over mud intc a bedding plane. After a few feet this opens to gbout 2' high, and
after 20" it is possible to stand. A 3° climb leads into a transverse fissure 20°
long, running to the 1. At the end of this, and %o the l. again, is the Main
Chamber, between 2' and 6" high, and 15" tc 20° across. Total length of the cave
i8 caf OO“o

Occssionaly, the cave seems to be inhabited by & pair of bats.

Ampleforth Cave. N.G.R. SE 59279 . Alt. 550", ,

This grot=hole hardly merits the title of cave. It lies in & quarry on the
north side of the road that climbs the bank between Ampleforth and Ampleforth
Abbey. The entrance was discovered by the writsr and a friend in June 1972 : =
glide down over a rock glab leads toc the floor of o 12" high fissure. Thiz can
be followed for c. 20° (most of it a hands-snd-knees crawl) to the 1., until it
ends in a choke.

Nick Coghlan.

The Windypits. -
Some Notes in Introduction.

A good introduction to the windypits, their location, mode of formation,
and descriptions of mozt of the major holes being included, is to be found in
an article ("The Ryedals Windypits”) by E.P.Fitton and Doreen Mitchell, in
"Cave Science' Nc. 12 (1950).

The windypits sre generally accepted to be features developed as fissures
in the Iower Oolitic ILimestone and the underlying Lower Calcareous Grit, of the
Coralline series, on welley sides, where siress hos bteen imposed by the
'sgueezing out' of the Oxford Clay, which underlies the sbove mentioned beds.




= A8 e

This process has been recoguised in several arsas, notably the Northampionshire
ironstone field, and term=d "gulling’,

The windvpit fisszures (the name is derived from the fact that, under certain
atmospheric conditions, sirong draughts iszue from thelir entrances) generally run
more or less parsilel with the wvalley zddes, and are found near the topz of the slopes,
sbove the line of meximum gredient.

A few of the windypits are simple more or less vertical fissures, of little
horizontal extent {(®.g. Gowerdele I), but the majority are more complex than this,
most notebly Ashterry. This complexity iz probebly due to the irflusnce of the
bedding and joints in the strats in which the holes are Toried. The 'stepped’
nature of most of the fissures evidences hedding plane control {(this is similarly
seen in Wnitcliffe Scar Caves, nesr Richmond, which are caves akd fLesres Tormed
by similar alinpj.np m the Carbonifercus Main Limestone), Joint =omirel ds
evidenced by the right-anglied corners in some f_i.SE are3, wod aisoe Wy the manper in
which some passages m;dden.@' end in a blark wall (see sketchez),
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If the suite of Jointa which has ccentrolled the opening of the fissures is
not parallel o the valley side, a system of zige-zag plan rasults (ses
Gowerdale IT), Differing 1“1‘[‘1: w:.,,it'ns suggest that mester joints are freguent
and cause large blocks %0 move independsntly and to different degrces. The
Gowerdsle I joint is prcbabliy a master joint,

~ ~Valley side
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Ashberyy Windypit, described 'i'::el,w,, is PT‘OL«Ebly that with the greatest
"horizontal” 1&:’; th pf passuge = 41,05C"'. Twy of the other holes; Buckland's Deer
Park (or Helmsley) Wixdypit, and Antofis Windypit, are of conmsidersble axtent,
and beth are desper tThan éamam*yo Both hsve been explored for some distance
further tham the "Cave Science” article indicates, most notebly Antofts, where
in 1955 a party from Aspleforth Schosl forced Sheir way through a rubbish choke
which had pgreviously blocked the hole 30' down, and fouwnd an extensive series
of fissures, some conteining lmportant srcheeclogicel rempine. Neither of these
windypits have hesn surveyed recently. Halmsley Windypit is probably about 450°
deep, with over 300' of pessage. Antofts has been varicusly estimated at beﬁrvecn
150" and 220" in depth, with several htm:}r-ed feet of passages

The other windypits and fissures not included in the follewing series of
descriptions comprise Smpip Cill Hele c. 120" deep bub of ne great horizoatal
extent, Noddle Exd Hole, " it deep 224 G e2007 1 lomg, and various small fissures in
Peak Scar (including the 100' leng Murten Cave) and arowund Subtton Bank.

G M Davies & P F.Ryder,
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Ashberrv Windvoit.

Ashberry Eﬁ-’*'rdypit consists of twe more or less ssparate series of rifts
and fissuras, with separaie anrrmf-.:;et-, but commected, gbout £0' below ground
level, by a very narrow rift, Ashbosrry :Ef, the desper series, hss besn known
for many y=ars, and is d=scribed in the "Cave Science' srticlie. Ashberry I,
with a smpaller entrance 30° south of t:be gaping crater of Ashberry I, was IiDng
thought to conzist cx‘ gingle charber only, with its nerrow connection with
Ashberry I. However, in 4 *T’1 » & local arcnaedliogical society, d:lggi‘:'.;r in this
chamber, broke through into a further seriez of passages and chambesrs of
considerable exient.

Location.

Ashberry Windypit iz situated im woodlsnd on the =es® side ol Ashber
Hill, on gently sloping ground about 10 below the crast of the hillside
overlooking Rievaulx Abbey.

Deseription.

Due o their complexity, written descrdptions of wind; 9:_ te temd 1o be
inordinately lowng, and not very illuminating, and E‘.ur"fe;;rs £ them provids
their upravellsrs with ebsorbing meatal puzzles. Thes survey of Ashberry here
reproduced shows the plan divided into thiree, #he passzges and chambers being
conveniently divided ints thres different levels {(although there ars no such
distinet geparate levels in asetuality - the :hm. ion is quite arbitrary, merely
for the purposes of the claridy of the sur vayle A fairly brief written cescription
of the main rouhes in the system, to be ugsd in conjuncticn with the survey, is
given here.
Ashberry I. Length 350', Depth 92°',

The entrance ¢rater of Ashherry I is easily sorambled down, no tackle
being raquired, into a chamber,; from which a descending »if't, bclow & small
stone wall bullt by archaeclegists, leads dowrwards. To ths r. is a second
chamber, alsc showing evidence of attention from archasoingizts. In the rcof
of the main descending 1if%t (point "A" on swvey! is the tight connection with
Ashberry II. The mein route srirals down, with various short bmnches, to the
head of a 30" pitch into the Main Rif4. Turning 1. before the head of the piich,
and 1. again through a small hole into a little -::‘.%nmt er (B on "-11::“?8_?) leads to

e d
SO

a 15" clish with (in 4578) a fixead handline - Dowson's Rr\u\,‘- = into the south end
of the Main Rif4t,

The Main Rift is &' wide and 30' high, running north past the foot of the
30° pitcfn, to a ¢linb up muddy Leuldsrs inte a high chasber with some moormilk
on the walls. A shori crawl and an 18" olioh down lsad %9 a further short section
of the Main Rift, closing down fto the north and choksd to the south.

At the scuth end of tne ¥ain Rift, a low passege alt floor level continues
south for o.40'; ending in a choke & few feet short o.; Ammonite Rif'% in Ashberry
II. A narvow rift in the Tlcor of this passags drops a further 10", the deepest
point in the systen.

Ashberry 17, Iength 690", Depth 88'.

The small entrance drops 12°' into 2 roomy chamber ~ tackle is not
essential, but a handline or shoert ladder can he utsed. To the north is the
narrow fisgure comnecting with Ashberry I, to the south a slot at the.- foot of
the chambery wall, draughting s"“crg i, leeding ints me 'new series’

This sliot r:u-urs into & low “eaﬂings which opens into a rocmier crawi,
to a L' drop down inte & low bouldery chasher witn this=e ways on. Straight ahead

#
= 1

is a hole in the flcor {'a' on sm*-fey_‘,-,, and tw the L. & descending passage

(*p*) divided inte twe horizontally by & rock Tridge, with above its entrance

an opening in the roof leading up into a rather largsy chamber, with one other
route out, a descending rift {'d'), Descending hele 'a’, one enters a low chamber
directly below that vhichk cne has just lef’t, with & ro IJ.tL. on through boulder
ruckle intoc & larger chamber with an cbvious 'aven' in the rocf {'e'). At the

top of this, an =sgy 15' colimb, are some chort muddy passeges which scon end.

The chamber at "' can zlsc be reached by following the passage 'b' from

the peint at which the routes divide, and turning 1. at the first junction.
Straight ahead at fthis junction opens into z roomy chamber mmming to the r.
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(entered at 'c' on survey). To the l. a hole down tlwough boulders ("£') leads
back to chamber 'e' through boulder ruckle. Turning r. through the chamber,
and pas: ing a hole ('g') on the 1. dropping into a blind chamber below the floor
of that which one is in, one comes to a distinctive "letter-box' cpening on the
1., into a parallel rift. Turning l. here = very tight = drops intco the low level
chamber again, turning r. leads to a fork, with a low level route to the 1. and
a high level passage to the r. The high level route runs for 30' or so to an
ascending choke, the low level route leads, via a &' deep hole in the floor, to
a small low chamber, somewnat unstable, with a very narrow 15' deep chimney
dropping into Upper Windlet Chamber,
Returning to the 4-way junction between "' and 'c' on the swrvey (Arawing
of Middle levels), turning r. leads into a rift passage, with the passage 'd’
from the first high level chamber entering in the roof. After 20' the rirft passage
opens into a roomy chamber, the way on being down one of the varicus hpoles in the
floor, and then on down a mud slope to arrive on a boulder bridge wsdged across
a section of large rift, c.15' above the floor. A rather tricky climb (*3%), with
some danger from loose rocks, gains the floor of the rift chamber, Ammonite Rift,
named from a prominent fossil in the west wall, c.5% above floor level.
Northwards, Ammonite Rift ends in a boulder choke very near the end of
the low passage which forms a southward continuation of the lain Rif't in Ashberry
I, with on the r., just before the choke, an opening into a parallel rif't rumning
back southwards for 418' to a choke. The main way on is southwards from the foot
of the climb, a rcute through boulders leading into Lower Windlet Chamber, with
on ite east side a narrow rif't descending for a few feet to become toc tight and
choked, from which issues a very strong draught - a sort of wind inlet, or windlet,
from which the chamber is named. Two routes from Lower Windlet Chamber ~ 'i' and 'k!
- lead up into the more roomy Upper Windlet Chamber, sloping up southwards to the
foot of the narrow 15' chimney connecting with the low level passage beyond the
'letter~box' in the series sbove.

The total surveyed length of Ashberry Windypit is now 1,050' - a figure
which will come as a surprise to those who think of windypits as mere simple
slip fissures. As yet; none of the other well known windypits have been surveyed
accurately, but it does seem that there is much more "horizontal" passage in
Ashberry than in most., The length quoted sbove does include some "sloping"™ legs,
since most of the passages are inclined to some extent, which weould make the
quoting of a length corrected to the horizontal, somewhat misleading.

Ashberry Windypit appears to consist of one main slip fissure, in plan
describing two gentle zig~zags. This is best seen in looking at the plan of the
Lower Levels - the north psrt of the iain Rift in Ashberry I runs pretty well
north=-south. The central part of the Rift, and its low southern ectension,
run north-west to south-east; and then coues Aumonite Rift, the "Main Rift" of
Ashberry II, again rumning north to south, to be followed by Lower Windlet Chamber
returning to the north=-west to south-east alignment. The slipping that has teken
place in the formetion of the system appears bo have been not quite at right angles
to the Joints or pre=existing fissures in the rock, and thus a zig—=zag plan has
resulted (ses notes by G.M,D., and his description of Gowerdale II). This sams
pattern of slipping is also seen in the more complex higher levels, with individual
blocks of hillside moving in various directions, not necessarily psrallel to those
above and below, between different bedding planss. In parbts of Ashberry II (see
cross-section) there appear to be two more or less parallel rifts runn’ ng alongside
each other. In parts of the syastem the passage and chamber walls sre covered by
deposits of moonmilk, up to 2" in thickness. It has been suggested, by Grazhan
Stevens, that the development of this deposit; requiring the action of organic
agencies, might contribute to the genersl roitting of the limestone, and cause
enlargement of the cavities, to some degree.

P,F.Ryder.



Win€yvits and Mctis Hole.

Some confusion has surrounded these windypits in the past and although
their "P,U."' descriptions are inaccurate the numbering used in that book is
'.':mm:'i., The heles are in the vicinity of N.G.R. SE 518689 and are reached
track from the bend in the Peak Scar Gill road. Where the track zmer gss
nts open field the wall is followed to ‘!:he left, and the first cross waelil
o the rignt then reaches the side of Gowerdale. No. I pit is in the next field
west, about 50 yds. south-west of the wall corver.

& hols r’o'v-c-red by timbers in the middle of the field is the entrancs to
15 deep rif't, -JhLer'-'= srr no belays for the ladder. After overcoming thisz
tem the dusce:ﬁ: is hardiy worthwhile, and 100' of ladder will reach the
“hom. The first 70 or so is a siraight descent dbsitructed by occcasicnal
Jlder bridges against which the ladder hangs, rather disconcertingly, and
landing is mace on a dead sheep. A short slope leads to a Durthsr pitch ‘“'f‘“:r‘
v 0ii drum end assorted rubbish o the bottom =~ an off-putting dead shesp whokes
oends of the rift end against blank walls.,

Nos IT us a much more friendly hole and ison the edge of Gov*erdalr-’ 5‘.‘.’1 Fdsa
east of the wall corner, within a decrepit wire fence, Again, no belay i
e for belaying the 75’ ladder. The open entrance hole descenGs ©o &n
ribbizsh slope ending at a small hole sbout 20' down. Below this pcint
continues down one end of a plessant chamber 8' wide and 30' long and
light coloured walls decorated by small calcite flows. The landing
smelly due to the proximity of a dead goose. To the right of the ladiexr
anding f _vssure can be followed arvund a sharp bend to the point whers il
out. Cloge to the pitch is & hole down which the remainder of the ladder
12 Ted %o reach the hottom = an earth and mitbish slope leading down to & nigh
fissure pagsage ending in a solid collapse. At the far end of the fissure a

srae 25% above the floor of the f:.:;sure gains a rift which chokes after a
nig o give the hole a total length of 120' and depth of S0'.

Zack on the surfece, Motts Hole can be found 50 yds. east of no.lI, auc
20 wds, down the valley s;s.de;, where an obvious hole is located under e dead
gilver birch twree. The entrance is an easy climb, and from it a wide rift descends
5 and narrowg o a descent through boulders. The way on is a crawl
andy ool and down a steep slope to the deepest point, some 60' below the
The rift closes to & merrow fissure here, and late in 1972 the
ion was pushed by the members of A4.C0.V.5.U. to a definite end, doupling
of the hole to 150°.

fo

Eopry Head Holes.

O the brow of the ztesp forested hillside opposite the ruins of Gmmbr-':

L Cottage just ebove the top of a plantsiion lie these two small holes,
abcut N.G.R. SF 520900, No. I is the more cbvious and is the hole first explored
ry the BSA im 1 949. It commences as an open poi-like rift graced by a eL,e
sheep and & walk down reaches the bottom, a full 8' below ground level. To the

ight s crawl chokes almost jmmed:iate_gy, whilst to the left a fissure descends
211 chamber w*t.‘*h no vwey on = the "unexplored 4' wide rift" of the original
78, The hole is 20° long and 15° deep.
. 55 yds. away to the rorth west, at a slightly higher level, is no. 13,
w1l hols covered by timbers. In one direction a roomy passage chokes, wd in
cther o narprow fissure becomes too tight,

ctts Hole is degcribed, with survey, in the Bradford Pothois Clut
s 3 No. 9. = Autumn 1962 ).

G_'. MeDavies.



- 22 o

Blood Windypit,

Discovery and Exploration,

Josh Hartley and myself made our first visit to Shallowdale in Octcber 1972.
There were no known windypits in this remote walley (which rums north - south
just above the village of Waas), and we were only acting on third-hand inf'ormation
and vague stories of a chamber "big enough to drive & horse and cart around in".
However, we paid a visit on the farmer, who gave us equally wvague directions, and
duly began prospecting on the western side of the valley. Half an howrs l1ifting
rocks, prodding in the undergrowth and dropping stones down likely cwacks brought
its reward as, down a tiny hole, we heard a stone drop at least 20", Time was against
us that afternoon though, and we had no lights anywmy.

Next day, we returned with lights, a rope and a ladder, and in ten minufes
opened a hole big enough to get down without disledging more fthan lLali a ton of
rubble! An awkward climb led down, as we had thought, for sbout £0° into a
chamber, about 12° high and 10" across. A number of craw’s lsad oF7, and one
climb and traverse., Our lights (one Oldham side besm and cne lesky carbide)
were already dim, however, and when the carbide expired and the Oldham began to
flicker ominously, we beat a hasty retreat after an only cursory investigation.

The following day, again, four of us (my exam. studies wers by now
beginning to suffer; boarded our transport (three bicycles) and mads the twenty
minute trip to Blood Windypit, as we had now named this still insignificant hole
on account of the copious amount of blood that had been spattered over the
entrance in the course of our duty to speleclogy. Before going in, we had a
quick loock round on the surface, and, as we were going over o the entrance,
lifted up a lerge rock. Although choked with rocks, here was = potholsr's dream,

a well defined hole in the grass, draughting strongly. After we had dug for a
while, the hole was opened up, and Nick Higgins was the first in. Twenty anxious
minutes later he appeared 30' away, out of the original hole, much to our
surprise.

Over the next few days, a proper blitz took place, eleven visitis being msde,
one at the dead of night, and a couple of surveying trips. The depth we found to be
60*, and the length of passage surveyed 200°, most of it low =nd unstable.
However, we estimate that thare is at least ancther 200" to be swrveyed, and a
great deal of places remain to be 'pushed’. With the preliminary swrvey finished
by mid-November, though, we pulled off the windypit-survey coup of the century:
by working out the heights underground and on the surfsce we deduced that the roof
of one of the bigger chambers must be virtually on the surface., We duly dug around
for a while, and broke through in the right place, this giving ug a 20' ladder
pitch, and the only triple-entrance windypit 2
Description.

The west entrance to Blood Windypit (i.e. the first entrance discovered)
lies amongst boulders in a hollow, at the top of the western side of Shallowdale
(N.G.R. SE 566799). (From the farm, follow the line of telegraph poles up the
hill and then turn right for sbout 50 ydso)a The east entrance (the second one
discovered) lies 32' away, in a grassy patch, to the north-ssst. The third
entrance (the last one discovered) lies, in turn, 20° east of the eust entrance,
in the side of the hill. The latter two entrances are covered by branches and
rocks so that the cattle which roam the hillzide do not fall in.

For the west entrance, a 60' rope, belayed to the large oak tree 25' amy,
is advissble. A 20" climb down leads to the first chamber. From here, a clinb
and traverse up to the right leads into the wain passage, at the other end of which
is thw east entrance. To the left, however; a sgueeze lesads to a rock bridge over
the Main Chamber, 13' below. Care should be taken, on the climb dowm, not to use
the bridge as a hold. From the Main Chamber, a crawl leads toc a Junctiom, with
a letter-box going down to the left, and a fissure off o the right. 4 climb dowm
the letter-box, which is often difficult on the way out for large people, leads
eventually to the Bottom Fissure, 60° below ground (we've done a great dsal of
digging herey; but only with the result of tresking the prongs of two crowbars,
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and bringing much cf the roof down?. The right hand fissure leads into the
Extension Series and Dave Criddle Chamber, into which the third entrance drops
(this area has not been thoroughly ‘pushed'),

Back in the Main Pagsage, a crawl off to the right leads, via Bone Chamber,
back to the west entrance, and two descents off tc the left lead down into the
Main Chamber.

From the east entrance, a crawl down over a rock bridge leads into a
chamber, with the Main Passage coming in up a sloping crawl. No rcpe i=
necessary.

The third entrance is not reconmended for large or clumsy people, as it is
tight and unstable. 4 LO' belay and 20' ladder are needed, and a lifeline is
advised in view of the number of unstable rocks.

The Survey.

Despite the bizarre collection of instruments that wers used in the survey,
it is not quite as inaccurate as it looks (the aithor goes so far as %c claim
grade 4). In relation to the west entrance (which was used as the buss), the
east entrance was 2' out lineally, and the same distence vertically {(checked by
surface survey). The third entrance was 5' out lineally, and dsad right vertically.
General.

Blood seems to be of a different character to the other windypits. Firstly,
it has an upper series very close to the surface (hence the three entrances
which is everywhere very unstable, sharp, and awkwerd, Then, below the letter-bex,
the fissure is completely typical = it is alnmost as if the higher levels have
been twisted and shzaken about, leaving the lower levels as a contrast.

It is perhaps significant that the upper "fault line”, i.e. the
alignment of the upper levels, runs roughly at right-angles tw the valley,
whilst the Bottom Fissure, in more usual windypit fashion, rums parallel to
the valley side.

The hole is also interesting, of course, in that it is a long way from
the other "accepted” windypit areas of Gowerdale and Ryedale.

Nick Coghlan.
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MeS.G. Publications

The following back numbers are available from :
Dr. G. Stevens, 4 Kingston Avenue, Acklam, Middlesborough, Teesside TS5 7RS.
Major items of contents ere shown = (S) indicates that a survey is included,

Journal 4. (May 1971 ). (Quarto, 38 pp. + 7 Pp. surveys : 30 p. post included)
Moking Hurth and Moking Pot, Teesdale (S); Eller Beck Head Cave, Bowes;
Faggergill 1970; Faggergill New level Nine Cave (S); Smarber Beck Head Cave,
Swaledale (S); Keldheads Cave, Wensleydale (S); Windegg Mine Caverns, Arkengarthdale;
Meets Reports 1970 (S); Despest Pothole in Australia; Bluebell Wood Cave, Newton
Aycliffe (S); Kisdon Cave, Swaldsle (S); Hydrological Systems in the Northern Dales.

Journal ? (June 1972). (A4, 30 pp. 4 13 Pp. surveys and insert survey, 47 p. post
included

Eller Beck Hesd Cave, Bowes (S); Eipha Green Caves, Allendale (S);
Eweleap West Cave and Foxglove Fot, Swaledale (S); Fadmoor Caves, E. Yorks (S);
God's Bridge River Cave, Bowes; Jack Scar Cave, Teesdale (S); Iovergill Caves,
Thwaite (S); Priorsdale Cave, Alston (S); Windmore End Cave, Brough (S);
Windegg Mine Caverms, Arkengarthdale (S); Caves of the Allt nan Ieac Valley, Isle of
Skye %4. 41 map and 5 surveys); Meets Reports 1971 ; Khazad=-dum, the Australian
depth record 1971 ; 1ead levels in Gunmerside Gill, Swaledale (S)
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Journals 1, 2 & 3
- are now out of print, but are availsble for photocopying, by arrangement .

Survevs.
- Smeltmill Beck Cave {length 6000°) 35"x 25" _
lithoprint at 50° 5 1" Gr. 4/5C. (20 p. vost included).

Ayleburn Mine Cave, Alston, Cumberland (length 1 mile).
40" x 20" , dyeline, at 100" : 1" Gr. 4/5C (25 p. post included).

Windegg Mine Caverns, Arkengarthdale, Yorks (4000")
18" x 14" lithoprint at 32' 3 1". Gr. 4C ( as issued
with Journal 5). Survey only - (12% p. post included).
Tn addition locse copies of some of the surveys previously published in the
journals are availasble @ 2p. sach. Include & p. postage, regardless of number
ordered.
Hard Level Gill Cave, Swaledale (exe« J. 3) .
Lyrkirk Cave, Weardale, and East Gill Cave I, Swaledale (exo J.3)
Moking Hurth System, Teesdale (ex. J &)
Faggergill New Ievel Mine Cave, Arkengarthdale (exo Jok)
Blind Gill Ievel, Swaledale (ex. J.5).
Skye Cave Surveys €X. J.5
~ The A11t nan ILeac Valley (map).
Beinm an Dubhaich Cave.
Camus Malag Cave.
Uanmh cirn Ghlinn and Claon Uamh.
Uznmh Sgeinmne.
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Any cavers living in the County Durham / Teesside area, who have an interest
in other than purely sperting speleological activities (prospecting for mnew caves,
digging, surveying, research projects) are welcome to contact M.S.G., which is
run as a more-or-iess informal "group" rather than a fully organised caving club.
Meets are generally in the Northern Dales (i.e. Wensleydale and further north) area,
and other areas away from the main centres of speleological activity, meinly
(at the time of writing) on Thursday or Friday nights during most of the year,
and at weekends during the summer; and around Christimas and Easter.

Interested persons should contact the Hon. Sec., Dr. G. Stevens (address
above) or PoF. Ryder (Research Sec.), ¢/o 73 Abbey Road, Darlington, Co. Durhan.




