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Greenhow H i l l  

During the  ea r ly  summer of 
1964, John Rhodes, Keith VcBride 
and Martin Davies spent th ree  
months working i n  Cook's Dig, 
Stump Cross Caverns, with no suc- 
cess a t  all.  Saturday Ju ly  11th 
happened t o  be a par t i cu la r ly  ho t ,  
sunny day which coincided d t h  
John not being around t o  i n s i s t  
on working Cook's. The other two 
made t h e  most of t he  sunshine by , 

going t o  look a t  a sha f t  c r a t e r  
about 100 yards ea s t  of Stump 
Cross. DigL~ing i n  t he  f loor  of 
t he  c r a t e r  revsaled bones, boul- 
ders and fragments of flomstone 
and gours. It seemed l i ke ly  t h a t  . 

t h e  sha f t  had connected with a 
cave, especial ly as a number of 
passages i n  Stump Cross were- 
pointing d i r ec t l y  towards it. 
Also, t he  shaft  had every a p p e a r  
ance of being r a i l e d  off  a t  so l i d  
and f i l l e d  i n  above t he  
l i k e  maay others i n  t h i :  
The following day CookD !nded 
against  a so l id  wall and the  obv- 
ious th ing  se2med t o  be t o  d ig  t h e  
shaf t  , 

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it wzs 9p.m. on a 
Sunday evening, and ' with no time 
t o  do any timbering, t he  shaf t  
had t o  be l e f t .  Inevitably there  
was heavy r a i n  the  following meek 
and t he  boulders and mud ran i n to  
t he  4 f t  gap under t he  tim'oers. The 
timbering nas removed and work 
s t a r t e d  again on a 5 f t  by 3ft  
sha f t ,  aligned more o r  l e s s  corr- 
ectly.  

' From August 29th, ' Rick Parker, 
John, Reith and Ear t in ,  who mere 
on holiday f o r  a for tnight ,  spent 
a f u l l  meek on timbering. This 
nas a l l  ca r r ied  t o  t he  shaf t  on a 
pram rescued from the  loca l  t i p ,  
as  the  only other t ranspor t  a t  
t h a t  time consisted of a Honda 
50 and an a i l i n g  1949 BSA Bantam, 
The second week was much more 
successful and despi te  v i s i t i n g  
other areas,  t he  depth was doubled 
t o  28ft.  Rails  were l a i d  at  t he  
top so t h a t  kibbles could be 
landed on a bogie and moved away 
from the  shaf t  t o  be tipped. An 
e l e c t r i c  b e l l  was i n s t a l l ed  f o r  
signall-ing and Rick, mith h i s  
charac te r i s t i c  ingenuity, dev- 
i sed  a band brake f o r ' t h e  winch 
out of piecss of wood, n a i l s  
and old drive belt ing.  

Levels III The Shaft.  
Re-Op ening . 

A meek l a t e r  work began on the  
d ig  and slowed as . t ime was spent 
on ge t t i ng  timbers, a hand winch 
and threelegs.  The top of the 
shaf t  was mainly loose bould-ers 
and timbering these  of-? took up 
more time. 3y -mgust 16th so l i d  
limestone had been reached a t  a 
depth of lof t .  Unfortunately, t he  
o r ig ina l  shaf t  had been consider- 
ably l a rger  than t h e  new 3 f t  
square shaf t  and there  was a l so  
a 45O misalignment betwezn t he  
two. L%en more unfortunate was 

Work coiitinued s tead i ly  u n t i l  
by 3eptemb-r 26th t h e  de-0th nas 
34ft.  Martin found a hole on t h e  
ea s t  s ide  of t h e  shaf t  and s l i d  
dom in to  a l eve l  a t  a depth of 
38f t  from the  co l la r .  This was a 
d r i f t  driven eastwards i n  t he  
vein f o r  about 3Oft t o  a dead 
end. A t h i n  s t r i n g  of galena i n  a 
b a r i t e  matrix was seen i n  the  
rccf  of a l o f t  s tope,  but other- 
n i s e  the re  was little sign of 
minerals. The s t r i n g  had been 
p a r t i a l l y  washed out a s  one v a l l  
of t h e  l eve l  was natural .  



Next day Keith mas digging 
and, as expected, found a corres- 
ponding leve l  on the  other s ide  of 
t h e  shaf t ,  B l a rge  poised boulder 
i n  the  e ~ t r a n c e  t o  t h i s  was some- 
thing of a deterrent ,  but event- 
ua l ly  John plucked up t 5e  courage 
t o  sau2eze underneath, Be'rond 
mere upper and lower d r i f t s  i n  
t h e  vein, both re joining i n  a, 
few yarrJs i n  a small chmber rrhere 
t!ie drive had finished.  

On October l l f h ,  John found a 
d r i f t  l o f t  long on the  eas t  s ide  
of t he  shaf t  with a small natural  
chamber a t  i t s  end. This mas 45ft  
down, On thn same day, Tony 
Cansell, on a r a r e  working v i s i t ,  
found a hole leading down on the  
opposite side. This had a number 
of loose boulders aroun6 it and 
t he  boulder slo?e below sezmed 
unstable,  l i a r t in  was volunteerecl 
t o  go down and emerged i n  a 
l eve l  a t  a deDth of 5 A f t .  I n  t he  
rocks on t3e  f l oo r  nas a small 
t i n  v i t h  a liinged l i d  - ~ e r h a p s  
a candle t i n  - and f ingerpr in t s  
of the  lead miners could be sexn 
i n  a clay pocket ir one m l ? ,  
ilh ênd on the  f l oo r  mere four 
beaut i ful  cave pear l  nests .  The 
leve l  extended. only 20ft  be~rond 
these  t o  where t he  dr ive  had 
ended, B small l eve l  i n  t he  roof 
a l so  ended mithin a f en  yards. 

The weather got more dis- 
gusting as  t he  Greenhow vvt;iter 
drew on. Jorking i n  blizzard-s did 
nothing f o r  morale, but by the  
beginling of Jmuary t h e  sha f t  
aas  63ft de9p with what apqeared 
t o  be the  begixiing of another 
l eve l  going off  the  vest  side.  
Juring the  fol 'oving month l t t t l e  
was done, although Joim and Tony 
made one descent and dug a t  the  
west sid3. Serious digging re- 
s t a r t e d  on February'14th. l Iar t in  
went dovm t h e  shaf t ,  dug a t  the  
unpromising o a ~ t  s ide  and had 

f i l l e d  s i x  kibbles  when a hole 
apyeared i n  t he  aud and boulder 
f loor .  A s t rong draught blem out 
and within 20 minutes t he  hole 
rras enlarged suf - ic ien t ly  t o  allow . 
a man down, 

Wearing a l i f e l i n e  i n  case t he  
hole was a t  the  top of a stope, 

4 

i,arti.n s l i d  down i ~ t o  a char~zber, 
He shouted f o r  t h e  others t o  cnme 
down, but e x ~ e c t i n g  it t o  be only 
another shor t  d r i f t ,  th2y de- 
clin2d,and so he s e t  off  t o  ex- 
p lore  elonc. Across the  boulder 
f l oo r  of t h e  chamber was a slope 
dam in to  a l e v d  heading east- 
wards, This was Aft high and had 
51' of water on %he f l oo r  over 
s leeper  holes vhich could s t i l l  be 
seen, After 3Oft it turned north 
and erldcd i n  a clay f a l l  which had 
come out of a jo int  ahead. A hole 
over clay t o  the  r igh t  opened in to  
another l eve l  with a semi-circular 
roof agd a f loor  of sharp lime- 
stone'fragme-7ts. After 7Oft the  
l eve l ,  now drith paci~vra1Ls on 
e i t he r  s ide ,  turned r i gh t  up a 
ca lc i t ed  slope and ended i n  a 
f l a t t i n g  bed a ferr inches high. 
This, presumably the  G i l l  Fla,tt- 
ing, contained ba r i t e  and no gal- 
ena could. be s e w .  

?:artin r e t u r ~ e d  t o  the  foot  of 
t he  shaf t  a f t e r  digying t he  clay 
choke partmay along t he  l eve l ,  
f inding it would not go caaily.  He 
was about t o  shout up t o  the  
others when he noticed a hole i n  
t he  roof of the chamber, This had - 
been cut  by t he  miners through 
t h e  f l o v  of s cave and a low 
natural  nassage led off .  A crawl 
over mud p m t  smashed formations 
led t o  a f l s t -ou t  sect ion over 
ca lc i t e .  This quickly opened i n to  
a climber 12f t  mide and 6 f t  t o  
l o f t  high. On the  f loor ,  i n  crack- 



ed mud, mas a dog's ske l e ton ,  t o  
t h e  g r e a t  mszement of t he  ex- 
~ l o r e r .  The chamber ended a f t e r  
5 0 f t  rrhere mud on t o p  of a l a r g e  
boulder fz l l  n e t  t h e  roof .  5ome 

K roqf l e v e l  crawls  were noted and 
on t h e  v e s t  s i d e  of t h e  ccvern s 
h o l e  over  bovld?rs  opened i n t o  
znother  chmber .  % i s  ended a h o s t  
imriledistely i n  znother  c a l c i t e d  
boulder  f a l l .  The formations i n  
both chambers had been smashec? by 
miners ,  who had dug a ho le  through 
t h e  c a l c i t c  f l o o r  i n  one  lace, 
f o r  no obvious reason. 

I :x tFn  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  su r f ace  
nhere t h e  o t h e r s  mere somemh-.t 
a g i t a t e d  by t h e  lnngth of tLme 
taken t o  explore  &a t  they  thovght 
woul;! only be a io t l ie r  s b o r t  l e v e l ,  
Everyone descended i n  t h e  evening 
t o  t a k e  photoCyraphm and do a pre- 
l iminary survey. The ho le  a t  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of Dog Czvern nea r  t h e  
f o o t  of t he  bouldsr  s lope  was 
blocked by a rock, This  -.as re- 
moved but  t h e  crawl turned  r i y h t  
im.lediately and becme  too  small, 
Yeith l lcSride succeed~i?  i n  hw11n- 
e r i n g  in;o e r i f t  jOft south of 
t h e  s h a f t  f o c t  b u t  un fo r tuna te ly  
it was choked wi th  boulders.  

West Level. 

i 

Next Saturdzy John Yhodes 
and K a r t i n  navies  vent  down 
Valent ine  Hole and were joined 
by Tony Camsell j u s t  a s  they  had 
dug through i n t o  a l e v e l  headirrg 
v e s t  from t h e  s h a f t  foo t .  This  w a s  
a crawl over  rocks covered with a 
l a y e r  of  red-brown mud and ended 
where s tacked  6eads formed a 
t h i c k  wa l l  acres,? t h e  l e v e l .  The 
roof  h e r e  was n a t u r a l  and t h e  
s i d e s  mere s l i g h t l y  f l u t e d .  1: 

small  cave passacye on ti le l e f - t  was 
choked wi th  sand a f t e r  5 f t .  

The b a c k f i l l  was removed and 
It vas p o s s i b l e  t o  cont inue i n t o  
a s tope  con ta in ing  s tacked deads. 

A may under t h i s  was c l e a r e d  
through deads a!ld a small  k i b b l e  
mas found i n  tl7.e process .  John 
nns voluntcersd  t o  p through 
and s e e  i f  t h o  s tone  was as bad 
a s  it 1ool:ed. Bltk(mg11 t h e  timbers 
s u r p o r t i n g  t h e  d-ead-S were r o t t e n ,  
t h e  rocks apnenr3d t o  5e  wedged 
and 3iar t in  f ol loved  through, leav- 
i n g  Tony on t h c  s h a f t  sid-e t o  d i g  
ou t  t h e  s tope  i f  it f e l l  i n .  The 
l e v e l  soon en tered  another  dr iven  
a t  r i g h t  anples  i n  a c r o s s  vzin. 
I t  ha6 continued ahead but  was 
blocked by a run. 

To t h e  r tg l i t  t h e  l e v e l  i n  t h e  
c r o s s  v e i n  ended a t  a mu6 r u n  
af ter  2 0 f t ,  bu t  it continued t o  
t h e  l e f t .  Yalking through mud and 
crawl ing  over r i p p l e  marked sand, 
which ind ica t ed  a f low i n  t!ze d i r -  
z c t i o n  t l ~ n y  r e r e  travel!. ing, t'ne 
p a i r  cane t o  a branch going off 
t o  t h e  r l g h t ,  Th i s  ended i n  a run  
of  boulders  a f t e r  1 2 f t ,  S t r a i g h t  
on t h e  l e v e l  widened f o r  some way 
and f u r t h e r  on t h e  roof l i f t e d  t o  
l ' j f t ,  j u s t  beyond which m s s  a 
t o t a l  blockage. Tb.is was formed by 
l a r g e  s l a b s  of  t h e  c a l c i t e  ve in  
vhich had become detached a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  s o l u t i o n a l  ac t ion .  They 
had o r i g i n a l l y  been timbered o f f  
and though a draught blew out  and 
sho t  marks ind ica t ed  t h e  l e v e l  
had been d r iven  from t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e ,  no  ay through vas at  a l l  
~ o s s i b l e .  , 

Back i n  t h e  chamber a t  t h e  
s h a f t  f o o t  work begm on c l e a r i n g  
a backfil1.ed l e v e l  heading n o r t h  
benea-tli t h e  cave f l o o r ,  Rork 
stopped a t  a l e f t  bend where t h e  
f l o ~ x  had been broken through t o  
r evea l  a n a t u r a l  roof  above. 
Dig7;inq continued t 5 e  next  day and 
cventual'y Tony had c l e a r e d  t h e  
last rocks and cran led  i n t o  a 
l eve l .  The d r i v e  had stopped 
about 8 0 f t  from t h e  s h a f t  and 
a l thoug l~  t h e  cave had continued 
beyond it :gas much t o o  lom and 



s h a t t e r e d  t o  en-ter. iA cl.ecorat.?d 
c r a n l  rm above t h e  roof of t h e  
l e v e l  and t h e r e  nas a small r i f t  
aven on t'le south  s ide .  This  
contained a r e l i c  c e l c i t e  f l o o r  
and a m a l l  p 3 t  which was du:? out  
:?or 4 f t  but  n e r e l g  continued 
choked and t o o  smal-7. t o  g e t  down. 

Af te r  some more d i g  - i n &  a t  t h e  
inud choke iri t h e  e a ~ t  l e v e l  every- 
one re turned  t o  t h e  sur face .  Zick 
P a r k ~ r  na$.e t S e  b e s t  asccilt  a s  h i s  
t rouse r :  f e l l  ~ O I T I  1 5 f t  up and he 
did. t h e  remaining 5 " f t  o? hands 
and knces - no t  recom~iended on 
$ p e n c i l t  rungs! h f t s r  t e n  minutes 
clin ' t>ing he  emerged r ~ i t ; ,  b lc  ed-ing 
knees,  s aea t ing ,  cv.rsj.ng and n i t h  
t r o u s e r s  a-'G ankle  l e v e l ,  present-  
i n g  3x1 miazing s i g 3 t  t o  t hose  on 
t h e  s u r f  ace,  

Joycc. i i l ?~ leya rd  and ?Tautin 
Davies surveyed t h e  h o l e  on t v o  
days a t  :,;sts+,er, l eav ing  t h e  e a s t  
l e v e l  nnd t h e  d r i f t s  i n  t h e  s h a f t  
s t i l l .  t o  do. Tvo nezks l a t e r ,  - .- t ! ~ r t l n  m i z t  down oil a >loni'.ajr 
a f te rnoon and ~0ISpleted tl?e si?.rvey 
i n  a f i v , ~  I1z01~r t r i p  - mith tlne 
a s ~ : i s t z i c e  of a t r i p o d  f o r  t 5 e  
t a r g e t  lamp and rocks t o  hold  t h e  
t a p e  dom,  

As it mas obvious t L a t  t h e  
tlrn7o?ring i n  t h e  top  lOf t  of t l ie 
s h a f t  :~ov.ld not  l a s t  f o r  ever  and. 
a5 t r i ? ~ e i _ ' ~  nz re  alrea$-y tiironi:ig 
rocks d o m ,  it was ?ccided t o  
wa l l  t op  t o  mdre it s a f e .  
Unfortunately,  t h e  f i r s t  ledgzs 
were l s f t  down xal! it va:- t5er.e 
t h a t  r p l ~ t f o r n  he?. t o  be ma6e t o  
w a l l  f r o ~ i .  By t h e  nid?.le of  June,  
John I'ihocl.es and i l a r t i n  Dnvies liar?. 
?u t  i n  a concre te  p13tforra re -  
in forced  by R:>Js and n i n e  r a i l s ,  
'Tailing bez,m using s tone  bx t  
a f t e r  only a f e a  cou-rses t h e  clif-7- 
i c u l t y  of matchigg s toner .  t o  g e t  a 
reasonable f i t  WLS r e a l i s e d  and 
anoth5r concre te  ped was poured 
t o  l e v e l  t h e  t op  of t h e  stone- 

rorlr. ' . l z i s t  t h i s  r a s  done s nould 
m s s  nade f o r  ? r ecas t ing  concre te  
s 5 a f t  s e c t i c n s  an$. one s e c t i o n  n s s  
ca- t .  This ~ o u l d  have been exce l l -  
e n t  i f  it had. no t  Seen r a t h e r  %. 

heavy t o  hand-le and crwfibly ?ue 
t o  lack  of  rei: iforci:ig,  

327 now it was t h e  midi'.lc of . 
6uwet and it was r e a l i s d .  t h a t  
t 5 e  work mns goiqg r a t h e r  slowly. 
For tunnte ly  a s u i 9 ~ l y  of c o n c r ~ t e  
b r i c k s  was feu-nd and n i t h  -2ie 
in-~a111.able a s s i s t a n c e  of John 
Cxnsel l  ar,C h i s  long-suffer ing 
mini  van, about 1,500 of t h e s e  
mere t r a ~ s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  s h a r t .  
? i t h  them t h e  remaininy 1 4 f t  of ' 

rrall-ing 1:;las complete6 i n  a month, 
mith var ious  t w i s t s  t o  avoid. 
t i n h e r s  and a d 5 i t i o n a l  re inforce-  
rneyzt a t  i n t e r v a l s .  The t o p  ha?. a 
concre te  pad _~ov.rec!. around it and 
a door mas ?u t  on t o  d e t e r  
- t r i p ~ ~ s r s  who walk over from Stw-p 
Cross from throwing rocks dom.  
This  i s  not  locked, of course ,  
bu.t it i s  secured by a nut and- 
b o l t .  Eonever, it seems t o  have 
t h e  des i r ed  ef:'ect. 

On S q ~ t ~ m F ~ r  21 s t ,  John 2nd 
!!artin dus  a-t tb-e c l ay  f a l l  a t  t h z  
no r th  end of  t l ie c ros s  vein.  Con- - 
d i t i o n s  n c r e  r e v o l t i n g  a s  it mas 
necessary t o  r eve r se  f o r  2 0 f t  on 
hands and lrnzes through 6;' d?e-g 
mud t o  g e t  r i d  of a:y of  tlic c l ay ,  
. \T  ,,!o w q j  on wa-. found and t h -  d i g  
was no-t 10-Bod a t  again u n t i 1 ' J u l y  . 
17th 1.96~;~ vhen Toily C s n s ~ l l ,  
John R:rod3:: and Ia r -b in  Davies vent  
dot-n. 'The c l z y  choke su.ccl-u~bed G 

C ~ a i r l y  r a p i d l y  and a h o l e  l a p s  

opened :l.pvzurd.s i n t o  a ~ i c ' e  j o i n t  
f r o n  uvl-j.ch t h e  c l ay  f i l l  Izcd 
col!a,psed t o  block tyie l e v e l .  
After  cn ly  1 2 f t  t h e  roof  rlrop')?6. 
be lov  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  clny.  This  
was dug un- t i l  a ho le  rourd  a 1ar;yc 
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rock had been made. The rock mas 
of an imsovably large  type and 
there  seemed t o  be l i t t l e  chanCe 
of ge t t i ng  through immediately, 

a u n t i l  it vss  noticed t h a t  the  roof 
was sand, John enlarged the  hole 
and s l i d  through i n to  the  l eve l  
which was floored wFth water and 
deep mud. h f t e r  about 4Oft the  
mud ended and a l o f t  long cross- 
cut  was seen on t he  rig%t. I n  
f ron t  tlze mai-i l eve l  end-ed i n  s 
sand choke vrhich was dug fo r  a few 
yards aithou-t success. 

Text week the  d ig  i n  the  sax3 
U choke vas continuad by Rick 

Parker, John Rhodes and Xeith 
:~cBride, Rick's l m p  went out ss 
soon a s  he got d o ~ x  and f o r  t he  
r e s t  of tlze day he r e l i ed  on 
r e f l ec t i on  from h i s  toe$h, f resh ly  
cleaned with Xjax, After two hours 
t h e  candles which were providing 
l i gh t  along the  d ig  began t o  
g-utter a ~ d  die. ; ;ei th9s g2s cig- 
a r e t t e  l i g h t e r  would only burn 511 

above t he  j e t  and it mas obvious 
a l l  was not nel l .  Bad a i r  mas 
deduced and a r e t r e a t  was made. 
John and Xeith contiilued digging 
i n  the  mseks following but were 
unable t o  make rapid advance due 
t o  the  two hour time l im i t  mhich 
nas imposed by t he  build up of 

V C02, 3y t he  end of August a number 
of large  g r i t s tone  boulders i n  the  
roof and ' in  f ron t  s t o p ~ e d  fur ther  
progress, as  they were too large  
t o  move, The a i r  had become fresh- 
e r  and it i s  pos-ible t ha t  a c i r -  . culat ion had been established i n to  
t he  north level .  A fo r tn igh t  
l a t e r  John and IIart in surveyed 
the  northern sect ion of the  cross 
vein. 

On December 3 l s t  1956, Tony 
Cansell s t a r t ed  a d i g  a t  the  top 
eqd. of Dog Cavern. Bftor 8 f t  of . 
mud had beon dug out it was found, 
a fo r tn igh t  l a t e r ,  t h a t  it ended 

i n  a shat tered limestone wall. A t  
t h e  same t h e  t he  passages i n  t he  
roof of Dog Cavern were reinvest- 
igated. The eastern one got too 
low a f t e r  6 f t  and could be seen 
t o  continue t o  a narroT r i f t  head- 
ing upmards. The western one, 
reached by lesping across v i t h  t he  
ass is tance of a vell-placed shoul- 
der,  t -nned l e f t  almost k~ : ed i a t e -  
l y ,  A s n s l l  hole i n  t he  f loor  
dropped back i n to  t h e  s ide  of Dog 
Cavern but the  passage beyond was 
only 4,' high, v i t h  a c a l c i t e  f l o o r  
and nmzrous fornztions. After- ' 

wards, t he  r~ud choke heading north 
 fro^ Cast Level was dug t o  a d-ead 
enc. The f i n a l  t r i p  was on Jan- 
uary 29th 1957 t o  t he  ~ 0 ~ 1 t h  end 
of t h e  cross  vein, The choke was 
studied and could be dug l;ut a 
tremendous amount of work mould- 
be necessary. 

The cave i.1 Valentine i s  only 
a few f e a t  hig2er than Clay Level 
i n  Stump Cross Caverns. It no 
doubt re?resents pa r t  of the  o ld  
upstream cogtinuation of Clay 
Level and should cxteqd even 
fur ther .  Dog Cavxn owes i ts  s i z e  
t o  a boulder f a l l  and t h e  r e a l  
way on has bean Southaest Cavern. 
The choke a t  t he  end of t ha t  
cavern i s  very heavily ca lc i t sd ,  
and bearing i n  mind other boulder 
chokcs i n  the  area,  i s  probably 
of considerable length. The leve l  
i n  Crow Vein was driven north- 
wards and must have come from 
morkings i n  Slackli i l l  Veiri, a few 
hundrnd f e e t  t o  the  south, To thc  
north,  Cross Vein i s  t he  sane vein 
seen i n  t h e  roof of t he  I?inersq 
Chamber i n  "Jump Cross and the  
l eve l  may have been driven a l l  the  
way there  and possibly beyond. 
7xtensions t o  the  mine morkings 
could be nade and might brnak i n to  
more caves, but a great  deal of 
work would be involved. 

Martin Davies. 
- 7 -  



n::t a r 
s onto 

L .L?. 

BLOOD POT -- 
H i l l  

r ,171 i  ... s po t  i s  Sz l ieved  t o  have 

been f i r z t  explored 5y t h e  C?C 
about 10 :'ears a.go, %ut  20 d e t a i l s  
were publ ished,  The en t rancz ,  
BC-X SA 091638, i s  F11 a l a r c ~  
shakehole with s l imestone block 
i n  t h e  cag t r a ,  .,:, small  h o l e  
~ . g a i ,  :@l id  limestone s i d e  
open a ledge  above a 7Tt 
drop, A I ,  L I I ~  bot-born of  t h i s  t h e  
way i s  obvious under a l i p  of rock 
~ n d  l e s s  obvious u r ~  Setncen 5oul- 
d e r s  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  The roc,f a t  t h i s  
p o i n  maer: of jmwc - 
d e r s  

rard nanoeuvre over a 
bould?r ,  wi th  o n e s s  head inches .  
away from t h e  i n s t a n t  dea th  r o o f ,  
makns it p o s s i b l e  t o  hang over 
t h e  f i rst  ? i t ch .  This  i s  an easy 
f r e e  climb of  30f t h e  boul- 
d e r  - 2 4 f t  from t' ? l i p  of t h e  
p i t c h ,  A l edge  on m e  e a s t  s i d e ,  
8 f t  from t h e  bottom, con ta ins  a 
p o t  about I f t  d i m e t e r  choked 4 f t  
down 

f l t  t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  p i t c h  a 
h o l e  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  lead-s i g t o  
a small  p a r a l l e l  s h a f t  m i t 5  2 

?d boul  

. - - - - . . 

DISCOVEE 
IN 

STTJLIP CROSS CAVE32JS ---~- 

Far  Upper Stream Pas-s_?~e - 

On junday _Irovenber 25th 1957 
Kei th  IIcZride, l l a r t i n  and Roger 
Davics vent  t o  t h e  end of t h e  "ar 
Upper, i n t end ing  t o  b v i l d  a dmi: 
and b a i l  ou t  t h e  i n l e t  s u ~ p .  TTVO 
buckets  mere used bu t  made no 
a ~ p a r e n t  d i f n e r m c e  t o  t h e  v a t z r  

6 f t  po t  i n  t h e  f l o o r .  The second 
p i t c h  i s  reache2 by a s h o r t ,  muddy 
crn~.vl under a r e l i c  c a l c i t e  f l o o r ,  
'Ae belay i s  a n a t u r a l  rock eye 
on t h e  edge of t h e  5 f t  ?o t  and a 
5 f t  bel2,t- and 5 0 f t  lac?-?er a r e  
nececsary. Ths lad?.er hangs . 
e;;zi:.~st t h e  s i d e  a? f i r s t  ana 
s i n k s  i n t o  t h e  nu6 s o  t h a t  30 

foothold  can be gc It i s  b e s t  
t o  s tand  o;? a mlin~ ze  on t h e  
op-aosite s i d c  of tl.~;: U I L ~ Z ~ ~  t o  g e t  
on t h e  l ady ' c r .  The n i t c h  i s  i n  n 
rift arid i s  agai;ist  t h e  s i d e  f o r  
a l l .  45 f t .  There 5-s s ledge 7 s f t  

L 

f  ron t h e  50-htom, o ~ p o s i t c :  which 
a ho1.c i n  the oast - i c 2 1 1 ,  t oo  
snxll t o  ge t  through, oBens i n t o  
e ~ a r a i ' . e l  s h a f t  choked a t  t h e  
s m e  l e v e l  a s  Y l c  main one, ;.l'!le 
f o o t  of  t h e  p i t c h  i s  9 S f t  below 
nnor  l e v e l  - 22f t  beloor t h e  ent- 
ranee, a-r,d v a t e r  t r i c l r l i n g  $.cm 
t h e  p i t c h  disa,pyears i n t o  a 2; '  
mi$.e f i s s u r e .  Yne f l o o r  i s  g rzve l  
and t 5 e r e  i s  ~ i r t u a 1 1 y  no room 
t o  d-iq, 

Another p o t  7Tkiic17 i s  s u p o s e d  
t o  have 'becn e ~ l o r e d .  a t  t h e  sefie 
t h e  i s  Snare Po t ,  a few shake-. 
ho le s  t o  t h e  r ~ c s t .  This  i s  reputed. 
t o  have been a 2 5 f t  p i t c h  i n  a 
f l u t e d  s h a f t ,  b u t  t h e  en t rance  i s  
noa s o l i d l y  %locket! by bould.ers, . 

\ 

l e v e l  and th2 a t f m v t   ss given 
UP 

After lot2king a t  a f i s c u r e  
which l i e i t 5  ha6 been dig;.ing and 
mhich a l s o  sunped, Tioz?r s z t  o f f  
o v t  r n i t l ?  t h e  b.jcI~?ts v h i l e  t 3 e  
ot l ier  two f ollowed, surveyi-PC. 
Roger s tud ied  soce s i l t s d  up sid-e 
?assages an6 notlqei! an  i n t e r e s t -  
i,ng one a t  t h e  qor-bh 2nd of 
Calc:b7 S ' J r in res ,  It 17as a c r a ~ l  
incl ine$.  domnards  f o r  about 8 f t  

vas  n e a r l y  blocked r ~ i t h  mud. 
Lucltily t l l e re  m:ts ;just enough 



roon t o  s e e  a rsasoaable-s ized 
passage 5eyo:ld. .As -the c r m l  u - s  
s l o p i n s  it wzs zasy t o  l:ic!c r:xd 
lolm i n  f r o n t  x ~ d  z f t c r  l i v ?  min- 
u t e s  Xogzr shoved. enoirr$ Zo!m t o  
be a % l e  t o  s l i d c  i n .  

A t  th.?; o the r  :?ni?. o f  .::%c c r a n l  
a ru.1 slo:,e t o  t l ? ~  r i&- t  6rolsned 
i n t o  a .zr1,2ll s t r e w .  :)as,sarre ..bout 

iligl-!.1 an<. v idc  ~;.Sitln irt of 
~~.q,t,~?r. "I' t 5 e  l e f t   as a S~LT-;~ bu t  
:b-(?ad t h e  pss:-:s.ye contiriucd, Bfar- 
i n s  to Vile r i g h t  encl n ~ ~ r r o r - r i n , ~  i-'c 
?7a:-; follomec? l o m s t r e m ?  f o r  5 " f t  
t o  a lefi;  \end, .:f.ter E L  d.ur;!c under 
:;, rock f l s k e  t'le passai;? c5anged 
i n t o  a bed.5.ig.g ? lane  I f t  wide, 
2 f t  h igh  and. 10-ft  long, Thi~ 
chs-1.ged ag3in i n t o  L., r i f ?  Aft 
'r~i>;h, -- I f t  wic7.e and n s a r l y  5 n l f  
fu l l -  of v a t e r ,  Xo.-zr r c t u r x d  t o  
t h e  3ot-horn o r  t h e  cr5,rrl z:~d x o t  
. . 
..?,rtis 2nd T<eiYi?, rrho !lad S-:.st 
silrv:?ycd t o  t h e  t o p  of F t .  

c* ,~urveyFng co-ntinu~c? a l o ~ i z  t h e  
~ x t e n s i o n  and i n t o  rift. Re i th  
ncrit alolig t h i s  ~ i t 5  tl?e t:?pe a:nd 
Z O T J . ~ ~  it t o  be 15f-L long  t o  a 3:' 
a i r space ,  Dei:?g dissu::.d.eb frorn 
furt!ier pl.shin,g by j-ce-cold r?e! t 
r r : : t - . r ,  it was c2ncide.6 t o  go o:?.t. 

i f t - ! r  k i n . ?  d r 2 m  ~ J J I  tl- 2 scr- 
vey sho-:led t h e  c~';e:isio:: t o  5e 
9 0 f t  long. A l t h o u ~ ~ ~  5he f i l i a l  r i f t  
had olily 3" czirsna,cc it c o ~ l d  be 
nor th  anotl?-.r lool: t o  t r ~ ~  ?ni! 23-L 
t h r o u ~ h  t o  <:h2 ! c n o ~ , ~  lo???r sectrio:? 
o f  stream passagc. 

-,!liile s ~ ~ ~ v a g i n i ;  Zci!?dner Cav- 
.?r!i on 3uqday Dec31:13er 3r6. 1957 
K,?ith I'lcBric!e and If:srti.a : l>avie~ 
loolred c7.t t h e  bov.lG.er cho!;e near  
t 3 c  end of t:?e c h ~ s ~ b e r .  This  had 
Seen dug i n  t k c  p a s t  by Jack ?re?- 
m m  5.nd J o b  2hodes and probzbly 
by otSers .  h drau,T?t vas  Slowing 
ou-t aid. it s e m e d  t.o be q u i t 2  a 
pror:!ising p l ace  f o r  a d ig ,  Xy 
,aturdajr Decec~'~?r i?,tk Job& 

Rhodes, lz+& & f k d c  E n %g and 
:Tic:??rous ot?cr  l sboc r  c m p s  i:? 

3 3  

': t1?;-'19 Crone, a?,?. rearlnearo!-: C~oir 
t l e  ,?.e,?y sonth. John, Xcl%h and 
t42e Davizs b ro thc r s  %??an mork on 
t h e  $3.;. 2nd ??.:>X'; day ?:c??. rr;ach";! 
a f a u l t  zoix f i l - l e d  r ~ i t l ?  shat- tnred 
bou lds r s ,  l oose ly  calcitc6..  

. - 

.! 2xt nec!.:efid t7.e saxc t e x i  anil 
xicl: Parkcz conti?und thq 6 . i ~  . 
," f % e r  Cl?rist;l?.s cnl2r t k e  Da,viesi S 

v e r e  u_vlc?er-rou_fli_d on 3oxing Day. 
Tl?riy s p e : ~ t  a l l  -the -Cuiz~c t r~ i inc r  L, ., t o  
ncve v e r y  yrzCarious 1 a r ~ ; e  boul- 
+er  i n  t h c  roo f ,  ,7:7!3ic21 ? v e , ~ t u s l l y  
s u c c v ~ ~ % c d  t o  d r a s t i c  t r c s t n e n t ,  
The m!iolc roof mac r3ndqred. un- 
sta5l.e 3g this &,rC vas l e f t  t o  

. - 
s ~ t t l e .  ; , 'ext day Xei th ,  John and 
-. 
j-toger z z r e  s t i l l  on hol iday  and 
continue?. dig,iii.:, Za l f  hour 
s ? ~ i f t s  rrere worked .zt Ycc f a c e  , 
JO?X? and ?!o.yer having t o  c l e e r  
0 7 ~ 3 . t  tlre rrnc!? fro;.! tlze roof f a l l  
be fo re  :Ceit? col-~.l< s t a r 5  m r k  on 
t t . e  rocks i:i f r o n t .  it 2p.n. Jolm 
move<- i n  an< s e t  t o  vor!: wi th  a 
5 a r  l oose r ing  rocks an6 l o ~ - ~ r - r i n g  
tl:e f l o o r  1evi.i on t h e  ri ght  hsnd 
-.,irl.e, ,337.- s l ~ ~ t ; t . ? r ? d  l i nee tone  was 
calcit-.i!. and t:?e roclts v e r e  v e l l  
jx i::cC, 

+ -l 2 . 3 0 ~  .v. ?o,:er tool< over 
f o r  h i s  second s h i f t  and a f t e r  
cIe?.rliriy .-:or?-. rocks from t h e  f l o o r  
ln.e begzn cIea,rS.;?g nore  from i n  
: ? r ~ - ~ i t .  *,?<.,.;ed ancl c a l c i t e d  lwr,ps 
of li;-?estolne nrclre ?reer! m i t l i  t h e  
ba r  2nd n h i l e  t h i s  rias be ing  done 
a n i c c s  of  rock f e l l  ou t  and re- 
vealed a m a l l  ho le  wltl?. vh2,t 
1001: I.ilie a t i : n ; r  S'"?.c:i-~,-: p l m ?  
on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  Y l ~ i s  mas t h e  
f F r s t ;  open space mith a r;olid roof 
find sj.3.e si3cc: t??e f a u l t  z o m  had 
been :nterod 8ft 3aclc. I t  Tas p . n -  
L: .L,l..larlv - . ,  z x c i t i n g  f o r  John ~r!?.o 
17a3 stacki:?_g a,t, t??e back b-.:?.ind. 
. - 
~ ~ e F t h .  ancl cov.lc! no t  s2e  v5at vas 
g o i ~ i q  on. 5 f t e r  a few :?lore savo::e 
je rks  mi-th tll.7 5 a r  another  ho le  
o-~ened U:), t h i s  t i l?hc:  wit11 conple te  



b l a c k n e s ~  a t  the o t h e r  s ide .  
This  was too  much f o r  Jolln, 

vho puehed madly ~ , z s t  Kei th  and 
Roger t o  g e t  a b e t t e r  look. I t  
was now 2,55p,rn. and a s  soon ss 
John had been persuaded t o  p 
back Roger s t a r t e d  en la rg ing  t h e  
hole .  A s  h i s  eyes got  used t o  t h e  
dark he ccix3.d s e e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
of  t h e  rift i n  f r o ~ t  - p o s = i b l y  it 
was only an ex tens ion  of  t h e  known 
r i f %  a t  t h e  end of Reindeer? T,?ith 
I:citll b r e a t h i n g  domrl Roger7s  neck 
and John a t  t h e  r e a r  going v s p a r e v  
t h e  ho le  quick ly  got  b igger  and i n  
a cougle of r c i n ~ ~ t e s   as l a r c e  
enongh t o  g e t  througli. 

Roger ad jus t ed  h i s  lam? sad 
an -~o~mced  t h a t  he  m s s  ready t o  go 
thro l~gh.  John, t7ho h8d. becn work- 
i n g  by candle  l i g h t ,  was bzck i n  
Reindeer Cavern with Kei th  f ran- 
t i c a l l y  t r ~ r i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  carb ide  
lamp 9oing and t o l d  Roger t o  wai t  
a l i~inutc  ~ 1 5 i l e  h e  vas ready, 
Af te r  wa i t i ng  15 seconds Roger 
c rav led  througb and stepped up on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  f a l l  i n t o  a 
chamher 3 5 f t  long, 2 3 f t  wide and 
s f t  t o  8ft high.  The main f e e t u r e  
vss a b e a u t i f u l  flomstone s lope  
occupying most of -the no r th  s ide .  
?here mere seireral  uxusual blue- 
, v c y  gours n i t h  rus t -co lourd .  
s p o t s  i n  t5en .  Other fom-a t ions  
nern  a l~vadant .  Roger shouted back 
t h a t  it was a f i n e  cham5,?? snd 
Iceith and John rushed throngh. 
Af t e r  about f i v e  u i ~ u t z -  of am- 
szcd c r i e s  they  ~7en.t back t o  
Pa t e l eg  t o  g e t  Tony Cansel l  and 
? ; a r t i n  Davi e s  , 

The l a r g e r  team ae;it dam- 
a f t e r  a g l lpcd  t e a .  Fiar t inPr;  first 
r eac t ion  on e n t e r i n g  t h e  chamber 
was t o  dash (on  t i p - toe )  around 
I bhe gours and d isappear  among 
boulders  :.~t t h e  w ~ s t  s i d e  i n  a 
f u t i l e  attem?t t o  f i i d  r nzy on. 
Gnor!;e G i l l  and Barbam Eagley 
a r r i v e d  i n  normal gear  t o  look a,t 

t h e  ex tens ion  t o  t h e i r  cave. 
George rc ined  a p a i r  o f  gloves - 
a C h r i s b a s  p re sen t  t h e  d-ay before! 
Photogranhs vrere taken  and I ic i th  
and Roger dug a t  a co l lapsed  h o l e  
i n  t h e  f l o o r  ~ h i c h  d i d  not  go. 
John and I;ar-tin had m e a n ~ ~ h i l e  d.ug 
i n t o  a f a u l t  c?lamber a t  t h e  t o p  of 
t h e  u l ~ s t a b l e  e a s t e r n  bould-er s lope.  
Th? drauzht  which had bcen f e l t  i n  
t h e  d i q  blew up a smal l ,  heav i ly  
c a l c i t e d  p o t  i n  t h e  B% corner .  
i l a r t i n  got  through a small  h o l e  i n  
t h e  top  of t h i s  corner ,  f o m d  only 
a s h o r t  c a l c i t e d  r i f t ,  and had 
consid ? r a b l e  dif"icu1-ty i:i g e t t i n g  
ou t  ag.;in, 

.:i,?ith and t h e  Cansel ls  h2,d now 
l e f t  75 th  deceased lanpa,  The 
o t h e r s  ha.6 only 14- good lamys be- 
twe:m t'2em b u t  t11.c Davies b ro the r s  
d i d  a survey heforc, leaving.  

B Useful Survey Check. 

Tno days l a t e r ,  on Fr iday  
29th,  a l o t  of mork had been pu t  
i n  a t  t h e  c a l c i t e  choked p o t  and 
T0n.r was a'ole t o  pas s  it. .'i flax- 
s t o n e  s l o p e  l e d  d o m s i p  ( h e r e  
about 25-270) f o r  lo f t  t o  another  
choked p o t ,  Two boulders  i n  t h i s  
>roved i m ~ o v a b l e  and it w a s  l e f t  
u n t i l  t h e  fol loming day f o r  E ~ i t h  
t o  pu lve r i s e  tlim with a ',?amler. 
I-Ie 6.rop~ed d o m  a f u r t h e r .  h o l e  
i n t o  a smal l  chamber which a l s o  
s log td  d m d i p ,  A nuddy tubc  
lead-ing on down nas c h o k ~ d  wi th  
mud a t  t h e  f o o t ,  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  
Kei th  r e t r e a t e d  with l m p  trov.ble 
and F?-L t h s  Davics S ,  who had j u s t  
a r r ived ,  R boulder  choked f i s s u r e  
i n  t h e  s i d . 3  of t h e  chamber a a s  
foun4 t o  be d r a u ~ h t i n g  s t r o n g l y  
and tl1r: r e n t  of t h e  a f te rnoon was 
spent  a t t a c k i n g  it. Zy l a t e  a f t e r -  
noon it ?:as p o s s i b l e  Por a contor- 
t i o n i s t  of nodera.tc a3ilit:r t 6  
look d o m  in-to a small passage,  
bu t  nu.!!\?rous boulders.  ;--rere s t i l l  



i n  t he  nay. A s  they showed no in- 
c l ina t ion  t o  move, t he  diggers did - out,  a f t e r  l o t i c i n g  t he  rumble 
of a stream. Vartin was ce r t a in  
it nss t he  Stump Cross stream but 
t h e  ever optimist ic Rhodes was 
convinced it could not be. On 
Sunday 3Jst John and Keith went 
down t o  t h e  draugbting f i s s u r e  
and established a voice connect- 
ion with a par ty  who were passing 
t h e  end of Rais t r ick 's  Cavern i n  
t h e  lower level .  ?lhile they con- 
t inued attempting t o  get  dom the  
f i s s u r e  - unsuccessfully - Icartin 

L 

Davies, Harry Long and t he  Brook 
brothers went t o  the  end of 
Ra is t r i ckqs .  They found the  conn- 
ect ion t o  be e i t he r  up a f i s s u r e  
o r  along a cra-n1. Eoth ways met 
i n  a small chamber a t  t he  top of 
t h e  f i s sure .  h crawl blocked with 
boulders led  o f f  but about l o f t  
alo3g ICeitht e l i g h t  could be seen 
shining on t he  f loor .  

The comect ion was proved and 
a very useful  survey check had 
been found. There i s  l i t t l e  chance 

of making a quick way out a s  the  
rift  a t  t he  bottom of t he  l ink  
would be ton t i g h t  f o r  most people 
and a l o t  of work moul? be needed 
t o  c l ea r  boulders blocking t h e  
may, I n  any case, such an easy 
route mould inevitably r e s u l t  ig 

t h e  dest ruct ion of the  formations 
i n  Link Chamber. 

Although it had been thought 
before s t a r t i n g  t he  d i g  :',?.at t he  
nater  Lad original1.y flowed up 
Reindeer Cavern and continued 
nestsards a t  t he  sxne love1 t h i s  
i s  noa knom no-'; t o  have been t he  
case. ;,Jh?>-b f e 7  f lo  .:er::s the re  a r e  
i n  t he  extegsion L:Aicet? -Slat 
water flc-e4 dom t o  t:ie end of 
Ra is t r i ckPs .  It i s  apwarent t h a t  
t he  preserit lid<, with small pots  
connecting l on  bedrling planes, i s  
only the  umer  sect lon of a much 
l a r g l r  passage f i l l - ed  by a boulder 
f a l l .  Link Chamber i t s e l f  is  a lso  
t h e  r e su l t  of a blocl:fs,ll and 
has never ~x t exde2  31r-b4r_er t o  t he  
west as rras origir,sll:r l~oped. The 
extension i s  16Oft lony. 

FLO+F':,'T> IP 
STUIlP CROSS CAVE+ 

Torrent ia l  r a in  on December 
9 th  1965 vhich a lso  m e l t d  a gres t  
deal  of snow resul ted i n  t h e  nors t  
f loods i n  P a t d e y  Bridge f o r  a 
cons ide rab l~  number of years. On 
December 12th four members were 
a t  Stump Cross and were t o ld  by 
George G i l l  t h a t  a par tv  of school 
children mere down on t h e  9 th  and 
had been stopped by r i s i n g  water 
a t  the  foo t  of Reartbeat, As t h i s  
point  is  abont 5 O f t  above t he  
stream i n  a cave not noted f o r  
flooding an invest igat ion seemed 

Roger Davies, 

des i rable ,  
Eartonqs Folly,  an old d ig  

&ich had always been dry, was a 
black, f rothy s u ~ p .  There nas 
evidence t ha t  mat??? had been f l o p  
ing  i n  ?he Cut, a lso  normally dry, 
and. a t  IIcartbnat t h e  mater had 
been a5 l e a s >  6 f t  above the  top 
of the tu5e - 2,bout 55f t  above t he  
lowest s t rean  leve l  i n  t he  D i s y -  
ected Area. f i r t h e r  i n to  t he  cave 
f ro th  narlcs znd deposits  of peaty 
mud ,c1=cmeC t h a t  t he  system below 
Zeartbeat had becn flooded t o  t h e  
roof i n  most places. Rais t r ick 's  
Cavern mas arl exception t o  t h i s  
but even there  t he  f ro th  l i n e  mas 
b f t  up t he  m l l .  Eeaven had becn 
flooded t o  t he  roof a t  t h e  beg- 



i nn ing  and mater had extended 
h a l f  vay a long  t h e  normally dry 
passage. The Far U n ~ e r  Stream 
Passage had been f u l l  t o  t h e  roof  
f o r  i t s  r h o l e  length ,  

Tho f l o c d i n n  was caused by t h e  
stream backing up from t h e  lomest 
smp,  i n  t h e  3 i s s e c t e d  Arca, which 
hay formerly been dived t o  a narr-  
OT r i f - t .  I t  seC,ms very l i k e l y  

t h a t  t h i s  r i f t  has  become p a r t l y  
blocked by s i l t  washed down from 
t h e  f a l l  a t  t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  
Par  Upner Stream Passage. Unless 
t h e  p re s su re  of 5 5 f t  o f  mater has  
c l ea red  t h e  sump thr:re c o ~ l d  be 
every chance of Yle sane  t h i n g  
happening again. Sa fe ,  dry caves 
a r c  not  always what t hey  seem t o  
be. 

l':IOT\JGO GILL HOLE 

Extensions in 
the 1964 Series 

!,-Eter doill;? some s c a l i n g  i n  
L'nd?er Cavern Tony Canse l l ,  Iceith 
FcBride, John Rhodes and ?,:artin 
h a d i e s  vent  i n t o  t h e  domnstreani 
yLssage t o  loak a t  an unexplored 
i n l e t ,  The en t rance  vas  over a 
xudb& 70f t  f r o a  Vein Cavern. 

Beczusc of dry meathcr t h e r e  
mas no mater '  emerging, which was 
just BR ~ 2 1 1 ~  a s  crawl l e d  t o  
a dry sump a f t e r  40 f t .  L f t e r  a 
f u r t h e r  20 f t  a mine l e v e l  mes en- 
countzred r m ; ? i n g  X-!;:' a c ros s  t h e  
passage. To t h e  l e f t  was a lar?ye 
run   fro^ Bel?.?  s Shaft and t o  t h e  
r i g h t  t h e  l e v e l  mes rL1.q a f t e r  
20f t .  

Kei th  2nd Tony ~ 7 s i t e d  i n  the 
l e v e l  while  J o b  ancl I r a r t i n  vent  
on. A f l a t  c r a v l  over shingle l e d  
t o  t h e  t o p  of another  dry  s m p  
where John decided t o  wa i t ,  A t  
t h e  foo t  of t h e  s lope  a sharp  
behd under a bar rage  of mud lumps 
f a l ? . i ng  from t h e  3-00f l e d  t o  s 
t i g h t  squeeze. This  oye:~ed l n t o  a 
mider but  t i g h t e r  s e c t i o n  with a 
rock f l o o r  nhich eaond before  an- 
o the r  dr:r swnp vas  reachecl.. !it t h e  

bottom was an  even t i g h t e r  rocky 
squeeze rendered r a t h e r  unpleasant  
by a l a r g e  pool ac ros s  ';he f l o o r .  
k r e t r e a t  was made a f t e r  explor ing  
about 150f-t of nen passage. 

John Rhodes and t h e  Davies 
broYcers took advantage of  a s p e l l  
of dry weather t o  pas s  Swnv 3 in  
t h e  upstream passage and v i s i t  
Roof Cavern. S t e r  admiring t h e  
formations they  were about t o  
contiiiue when l i a r t i n  Davies not- 
i c e d  a h o l e  behind a boulder  i n  
one wal l .  Gcyond rres a f l a t  crawl 
i n  a beddin:. p lane  nit:? e x c e l l e n t  
gours and small forna t ions .  Tmo 
squeezes over  sh inq le  l e d  t o  a ,' 3 f t  dro? onto a le2ge  i n  a l a r g e  

paszage - t h e  streara pas .  2ze 
a%ove t h e  climb i n t o  Roof Cavern. 
The stream formerly flowed through 
Roof Cevern which i s  now nea r ly  
choked n i t h  sh ing le  a t  t h i s  po in t .  
The l eng th  of t h e  ex t enn '  a lon  was 
about 7C)f-t. 

July 17th 1957 - G i r a f f e  Passape 
--a -- ---v. 

The Davies b ro the r s  m d  
George C h a r t ~ r s  ( TJYF9lij passed 
Sump 3 and attempted. a c l ~ b  i n t o  
a passage on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  This  
was 2 0 f t  LT.? i n  t h e  r o o f ,  t h e  bo t t -  
om 7 f t  bning up a grea3g rock 



slope. A ladder was hung over a 
rock point  several  f e e t  below the  
opening and a f t e r  the  other two 
had f a i l ed  t o  do so, Floger ran up 
l 3 f t  of ve r t i c a l  flowstone with 
ease. Ile explored 50f t  of crawl 
t o  a const r ic t ion where the  c a l  
c i t e ' f l o o r  came within 5!' of t he  
roof. There were some h e l i c t i t e s  
ancl dry gours, The ladder mss re- 
belayed t o  a s t a l  and l e f t  f o r  
t h e  following day nhen ICeith 
i;cBri.de and i iar t in  Davies re- 
turned, did a r o u ~ h  survey a~ld 
f a i l ed  t o  p a s t  the  const r ic t ion,  

Giraffe Passage rras rev i s i t ed  
a for tnight  l a t e r  and fu r the r  work 
was done on t he  t i g h t  section,  The 
following Tuesday evening the  
Daviesls vent down and succeeded 
i n  ?%ssins  t he  squeeze, which was 

t i g h t  enough t o  necess i t a te  re- 
moval of helmet and lamp, t o  a 
fu r ther  20ft  of passage, This div- 
ided and ended i n  a mud choked' 
chamber snd a descending crawl, 
again p a r t i a l l y  choked with cal- 
c i t e .  80 vork has been done s ince  
as thc re  is  a l o t  of c a l c i t e  f l oo r  
t o  remove before t he  expected 
connection mith a crawl near 
Judsons S Cavern could be made, If 
done, it mould provide a route 
in to  t he  stream passage betneen 
3m.ps 3 m d  4 i n  normal weather. 
I n  very met conditions t he  stream 
would be running and the  landing 
c?cni.!l t he  l 3 f t  p i t ch  mould be i n  
a l o f t  deep pool, swnped both up 
and down strean. Thz extension 
VKdS about 70ft long, 

Kartin Davies. 

A Eydrological Problem 

On September 16th 1967, 
Keith iic3ride ayld ILartin Davies 
went in to  :.Zglinqs Bole and suc- 
czedcd i n  extending it by 200ft. 
On t h e  ray out,  t he  volume of t he  
stream disappea,ring i n to  t he  choke 
a t  t h e  lower end of t he  cave was 
ncted. After surfacing, t h i s  was 
compared with the  mount of na te r  
enter ing Tom Taylorv s Cave, ~ h i c h  
proved t o  be merely a t r i c k l e  - 
c l ea r lg  only a - f r a c t i o n  of the  
Cgl in9s  stream. Cbviously t he  
.:'oalinss -+2 natcr  cm-e out elsewhere 
- but mhcre? 

A meek l a t e r  t h e ' s m e  team 
returned t o  the  area ,  intending 
t o  push Egl inPs  s t i l l  fu r ther ,  
Sefore doing so they decided t o  

look i n to  How Stean Gorge fo r  
t he  ult imate ou t l e t  of the  
YglinP S water, !Talking up from 
the  road bridge, they had not 
gone f a r  before Keith saw a 
wate r fa l l  coming out of the  c l i f f  
on the  l e f t ,  Thc -aster emerged 
from a small cave and nas fo~md 
t o  sink 5OOft away i n  the  bed of 
Tfhit Beck, There was no sign of 
any ac t ive  o r  abandoned ou t l e t  
f o r  Eglin's,  The r e s t  of t he  day 
was spent i n  and around Vhit 
Beck Cave ( see  page 20). 

On September 30th, heavy r a in  
caused Kow Stean Gorge t o  be i n  
flood, Hazel Close Cave, although 
damp, was surveyed and a surface 
survey was done from thcre  t o  
Tom Taylor ls  Cave, n f t e r  t h i s  
mas conpleted a spr ing which 
l iar t in  had noticed marked on t he  
SE' 0.5. map was sought. Looking 
over the  wall into the next f i e l d  
t o  t he  eas t  a stream w:>s sccn. 
Closer i n v e ~ t i ~ y a t i o n  shomzd t h a t  



it came out  of a shs t5ercd  nass- 
age l f t  h igh  and yB1 v ide ,  flomed 
ac ros s  t h e  sur face  f o r  3 0 f t  and 
sank among s e v e r a l  o ld  t r e e  
s tunps ,  Removal of f l ood  d e b r i s  
a r o ~ m d  t h e s e  revealed t h e  t o p  of 
3. f i s s u r e  t a k i n g  t h e  stream. Thz 
l a r g e s t  t r e e  stump looked iraov- 
a b l e  v i t h o u t  h e l p ,  so  Re i th  and 
?:ar t in  l e f t  t o  cont inue t h e  sur-  
f a c e  survey t o  Eow S t e m  Tu.mel, 

Another Open FIole 

On Saturday October 7 th ,  
mors su r f ace  survey pas  done 
v h i l e  vraiting f o r  Iceith t o  a r r -  
i v e ,  As t h e r e  ld7a,s s t i l l  no s i g n  
of  him at 9p.n., Tony Canse l l ,  
Roger and E a r t i n  Davies s e t  o f f  
f o r  t h e  stream s ink  - a l r ezdy  
be ing  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  f e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  'Lon Egl inf  s H o l ~ ' .  Af t e r  
f i v e  n i n u t e s  a rock end tvo  t r e e  
stumps had been removed t o , r e v -  
e a l  t h e  t o p  of t h o  f inoure ,  d o m  
~ h i c h  t n c  stream cov.1.d be seen 

7 7 fa l l in !?  onto bouldsrs .   artin in 
descend-ed and fou-nd a passage 
l e a d i n g  o f f .  Tony joined him and 
they  s e t  o f f  t o  explore ,  re- 
t w m i n c  a f t e r  10 yards v~hen they  
real ised.  Eoger toas no t  foll .oning, 
Having cbnvinced him t h a t  t h e  
en t rance  vould n o t  f a l l  i n  a l l  
t h r e e  s e t  o f f  again. 

The f l o o r  of t h e  5 f t  h igh ,  
18" mid-e passage mas 3 f t  below 
t h e  sur face ,  The stre:m cascad-ed 
d o m  boulders  belom t h e  en t rance  
h o l e  ~ n d  then  ran  i n t o  a t rench  
i n  t h e  f l o o r ,  This  b e c m s , t o o  
na r ron  a - h o s t  i ~ m e d i z t e l y  , but  
a t  roof l e v e l  t h e r e  was a hands 
and knees c r a n l  on ledges.  This  
a l s o  d i d  not  l a s t ,  f o r  a f low of  
water from a 61' mide f i s s u r e  
widened :he t r ench  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
t o  enzblc s idenays malking i n  t h e  
stream. The passage turned  sharp  
l e f t  a long  another j o i n t  and 

becme  broader  a f t e r  an i n l e t  
en tered  from t h e  l e f t ,  A r e l i c  
c a l c i t e  f l o o r  and a dese r t ed  
oxbow were seen below t h e  bedcing 
p lane  roof .  

Iin opening on t h e  r i g h t  rev- 
ea led  an  o l d  gour f l o o r  and a 
b l o c k f a l l  mhich t s rmina ted  a des- 
e r t e d  i n l e t .  The gour f l o o r  con- 
t i n u e d  d o m  a 3 f t  square passage 
t o  r e j o i n  t h e  streamnay round 
t h e  next  corner ,  oppos i te  t h e  end 
of  another  i n l e t  on t h e  l e f t  
s i d e .  i?head mas t h e  rumble of a 
m a t e r f a l l ,  

The F i r s t  Climb 

The stream began t o  f l o v  
more r ap id ly  i n  a passage abor t  
2 f t  v5d.e wi th  a bedding p lane  
roof covered wi th  l i n e s  qf ca l -  
c i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  lumps of f r o t h .  
The passzge becane h ighe r  and 
narrower u n t i l  t h e  strearfl f e l l  
do7,m a po t  9 f t  deep. S tepping  ' 

ac ros s  t h i s  i n t o  a dry  pzssage,  
t h e  roof of vhich 7?vas s h a t t e r e d  
and had roo f s  coming through, a 
drop was i m c d i a t e l y  encount- 
e red ,  fl s t r a igh t fo rward  c l i n b  
of 9 f t  landed i n  t h e  streaui, 
which f l o ~ ~ e c ?  out  of a met crawl 
from t h e  f o o t  of  t h e  w a t e r f a l l  
and r a n  o f f  round blackened g r i t -  
s tone  9cannonbal l ss  2nd a l a r g e  
l imestone block, The roof low- 
ered t o  et and it was necess- 
a r y  t o  crawl f o r  a s h o r t  m y .  
The s t r e . m  had c u t  dam more 
s t e e p l ; ~  than  t h e  3' d i p  of t h e  
bedG.ing p lane  roof and a f t e r  a 
cascade i n t o  a pool  a t  t h e  ent- 
r m c e  t o  an i n l e t  on t h e  r i g h t ,  
it became poss ib l e  t o  nzlk again,  
The passage continued with c h e r t  
bancl.: more prominent i n  
t h e  : ~ a l l s  and occas iona l  s t r a s s  
an:? f lons tone .  Af t e r  a sharp 
l e f t  bend t h e  passage continued 
beyond a squeeze p a s t  a lc&ge. 
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