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.. Various items of news prompt the typing of this newsletter .. the third this year
(a ' record).
, Item .1 - the BSA conference - went down very well, and Vffi S enjoyed by all
who att endedv -Lectiur-es wer e most int eresting, and we had our a VID display stail,

:~~ch went off fairly enough. Optimistic hopes that we vroul d sell many £ worth
, ~f Journals and surveys were unfounded, but a few went - plenty of copies of
uou:rnal III and the Ayleburn and Smeltmill s urveys still ~.o .be..sold; : if 'you; ' ,
~ear reader, haven't already purchased copies. , " .
\ Item 2 - the third lire annua'L vdi.nner- ';. ;yve,!1t d.oYvn, .very 'wel l , on Sept. 2E)tl1"
September, about . 25 people attended, with; :a s ,;wel l ;:a s ;'warps a,nd as soci.ab es, . ...
;r-epresentatives .of ,Gr ampi an Speleological Group, *,C ,'and YUBT. Brian Heys' . ..
~lid es oL~he .~l3itial .exp l or at i qns o{several .Nor t her n Dales systems were . . .
g~cel;t.ent ; v~th many of Silverband ~lin~ Caverns and Ffriry·Hole~ places now
alas lost. .. "" .
\''"I t em -3 - Recent. MSG vvane. The fr~tful period of n ew explorations goes on
and ou '] Gunners:ide Gill'h8,s 'yie-idedFoxglove Pot. and Eweleap Yles t . Cave, both
smaLl., out very interesting -sp eLecg eomorphoIogd.oa'Ll.y, . , . . ~' , . . . '
, Kisdolil Cave has been vabandon ed for the time being; .but- on the ;' day of its,
abandonment , the ret urning par ty found Kel dheads Cave, near -.Pr-esbon-under--Scar-,
Wens l ey da l e .- a very little YJ1m-ID, but , not "new' cave, c. 300~ . -l orig.; '.:A .c 'loae. . '
~nspeetion of t!4s hole, fortu·nat ,ely '.yery near a road, revealed a' :promsing q~g,

whi.ch after -ha.lf' an' hour's wor k yielded the biggest MED- breakthrough so far tPis. .. , . . , . . ~ " " .. . . .
year .;. ·proba,bly over 11000' of new paaaag e- Unf'or-t unat e'ly it 's rather r-ough going-
!!iost ,IY·;hands..;and-lrnees over a sharp floor, but not quit c as bad as' E-:":"r B-lc
H"",-d Cave, which, shamefully, no-one has .jr-et.urned too yet. ,
. . - ,. ',At Houghton-L:e-Spring, an evening tnp on 25-8-70 revealed a series of
fascipat .ip'g slip feat ures on the crest of the IvIagnes i an Limestone escarpment,
ald,n to the North Yorkshire V-li ndypit's . There are several open holes of "some ­
depth, all fright eningly loose. Descents of t wo were essayed; for the first 20'
or, so, but quickly abandoned. The dee.pest of all - possibly 150 ' -.: looks ' as if
it might be worthwhile car-ef'ul.Ly a t t empt i ng a descent - although still very
~ha~~ ' ,.

Back 'in the Dales, a 100kat ',Apedale r evealed a possible sink for Keldheads,
~hrei'~~d a half miles from tfutt resurgencc, . wi t h nearby an int cresting natural ,
rift ; in. old..mi.ne wor-ld.ng s , so f'ar' unexpf.or-ed, ~_.: : On the south side of t he road .
~t, Hollow Mf~~ Cross (Tailbrigg), Fells End' Potwaa deac cnded - t~his is one or :~ ?-e
deeper pot s in the Madn Lmstl, 120 I deep ( certainly riot 150' as a ..,CPC J our na l

:tat eS6n~ of those holes vie.;y e had up our sl'eeve ' (~~r a new mast er cave when~.- t ho- ·
thme was ripe to produce'~~~L Cross Pot., Swincfal<2, has had' Graham S. inserted ,i n
it, and proved to end a fuLl 5' beyond our previous limit of penetration in a
3" square hole tIlqroughly' :' bi ocked by an ancient.. dccaying ;"rcl llIjgt on boot. Dead
sheep in plastic bags in the open pot make a ' 's 6f t landing for.;:p'Gbplo who fall ' or
Jamp off the final climb. A marathon (2 hour) excavation by the combined forces of
~ and YURT (i.e. the vvri t er and 1mf t i n) failed to. r e-open the collapsed Devis
Hole lu ne in Cogden Gill. Faggergi]l has heen r eceiving some attention as we~l,

~ostly from the living room ~vindow of Pete S's man~ion there. So has the top of
Great Dun Fell (Colin), where ;an olusivehole was located... .
, ~ Ayleburn Mine Cave Extens:Lon has at last been photographed (Colin) •
•••••••••••• and then, there's the new system on Anonymous Fell, whi ch vd l l keep
us busy through the wi nt er months with exploration and survey. It is vvise not to
mention its locayion here (erst this document falls into hands or ears for which it
was intended not) - for the very good reasons t ha t wc haven't finished exploring
it yet, and it is reportedly extremely unsaf ( in parts. Eno ugh said.

We vd l l be occupied for quite some time



Item 4 The ~!m lane Exploration Group. This .a t '..:1~:st ~h6·Ws signs ' of getting
under way, in the hands of Alan H.~..cnow' of Bede Oollege, Durham) and new
member Dave Carlisle J~_oYm Head Lan o, Ausbwi.ck, Lancaster), 'who has already
done a ·. ~~9nsid-erabl e amount of work in Swaledale l:Iinos. Yfith our base at
Winterings, and Pete Stephenson's place in Faggergill, we arc ideally
situated for Hine Research i10r lc•

..' (r hear that one of the old mines at Nerrt head is nOYI virluaUy operating
as a 11show cave" ~ wi.t h 8uides showi.ng parties round" of coursq"::f~r 8:, 's ui t abl e
fee. This also brings to mind Jan's story of . a local caver taking novices on
expedd.t Lons down Cross Pot 11,. of all places ~ 120" 'long and5Q' . doep- a 5 minuj:;e
trip for most), for the princely sum of 5/- per head. Anyone o.:f ?- .materialistic
nat ur-o could easily accumulate funds ~for lvID of course) frorn "s'uch a source•••

:. " ' . " . ,

It'em 5 Surveys.
It is undoubt edly the perogativc of a cavi.ng club which discovers a

new system to survey that system - this goes ,dthout saying, so it has been
said. Mm have a full set of' surveying equipment, sufficient to provide a

'Gf ag e 5 survey of any system. We have just acquired a Suunto Clinometer,
't hus rnaki.ng the Abney Level redundant (w'hich wi.LL cause few tears). Any caver

" 'ot her than the common-or-garden 'tripper' or 'sporting .caver' ·...ought b.o be able
t 'o 'survey, or at least take part in a sur-vejd.ng party. It. is rumoured that
in some caving clubs cavers discover new caves, publicise them, bask in the
glory, and then forget about . them, never doing a survey. .. ."

' . "" Then , in the year-s to come, no-one knows which parts of .t he. cava have
.r: beenrexp'Loz-ed previously or not. Geomorphologists know nothing of what the

cave is really like, apart .f r om some inarticulate description in an old club
'. ~burnal•. The C.R.O. ·, ~'vheri call ed out to rescue some unhappy party 's t uck down

.: ·,;t'l'iat. pa:f<i;icular hole, have no idea of the 'points of difficulty" easiest way
in, typ'e "of passage they will have to take their ,equipment through, etc• . All

, through there being no survey.... . . . '
,I n': '~t he 'early days' of Northern Dales ' Caving, 's orne.' s'arveys wer-e produced

which. 'mg,y now need r-e-dcd.ng - rather primitive by modern standards. These
S"UPv6ys-~ero carried out in tight wet and m~iserable caves by cavers vvithout '
,{etsui~,s, wi.t h notebooks they desperat ely tried to keep dry, prismatic
c6mp~~~~s, which forever keep steamQng up, and Abney levels. They took
cori's.iqerable effort. Today, many cavers have YfGt-suits, greatly off'setting
the unpleasantness and danger of prolonged immersion in cold water. They have

: ,~terpJ:-'(Jof not epads which function equally well above or .beLow water,~nd. a~e ,
a-t housand times better than ordinary note paper. They have Suunto compas'ses ,",
mald.ng bearing t aki.ng much easier and quicker (a better Lns br-umern for too o ave
surveyor- could hardly have been devised). ,And now they :even have Suunto " '
clinometers! The ~angs of the anti-surveying boggle have been dravmJ (to
GradcV5B.). Surveys are fun J surveys arc informative J Surveys are the
fulfilm6nt· of a moral obli~ation to other speleologists.

, Th e next :MS:} Journal wi.Ll, contain surveys of Eller Beck Head and
Keldheads Cave as well as of the dry and easy stuff'. 1.11 who partake in these
undertakings will receive~ true to bID principles, a gleam~ing copy of the ' ,. '
survey they have helped on for their vmll. A truly satisf'ying thing to look
on. A personal contribution to Speleology •

Help is needed

From YOU
t hankyou,

.. , " . '
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The Tasmanian,Branch ;L :: . . . .: .' . .

fhil: .{Nos) .:Ro.b~ps,On., :a ;founder...member o.t' lE, ,,~hci· .servcd lo~ally f.rOm"
the fi~s~ :€v er .::-;varpt .r i P . 'J.Ci.s~?n) ,t .o.,.: com~?n.c.~~g thf .Elier ~.eclc..He·ad .:surv.ey~. :
(p1.eas·e come .. .hnme ra nd f.im.sh~p)., has. clTlJ,.gr¥J,t.(,ld ~o Tas.mama ~ :and ..prO"!!lpt~y
start ed caving .t here.-: ;H:o,;Lloy.s excer-pt's from"-some ·.of .hi. s 1:?t t er.s, yvpich ar-e.
addressed !Dear :Mo~dys ' ~ ' ;':J • : , . .. . ... . :: . . ' : ... :. .. . ' : : : . . " \

~T he-: hazards her-e-ar-e g,~~ ting to ,the caves. bhr-ough the Bush. ' The coui:lt:~:V
is mountainous wit h thick veget atLon, 1\ big chopper and,? 9~~nsari .ar-e . of'b en
assentia~. Nor ma l l y wc ' '\Ta.lk.for ;'(:levQr.~l·~our~ .bef'or-e coTIjipg .- to a " cave- Track
cutting into an··area· :i .s :comm~p. · - · ·lqt ~ ..R.f.· r ed · tape is iai~~ If yo~· .:~ray from
the tr~clc.;by. orilJ'-··a few yards it is ~~~y. to be lost. Several peopi·~.. ·~y.p
disappeared in the past and not been found. ' ''' , .. " • ..

They (Ta-smani-an...ca:I.Lers). hav.c. .no..:wet..sw.i.t.s.J .a.n.q.. J .lJtG. .p;ig, ca'rbi c1 e Lamps­
Remember Gel's big lamp - theirs arc biGser and stronger. The light is g ood
though. ..Accumulators .ar-e .unlcuovvn., · ·-theyhave smalLerve'Leot rd c ~~g!l'ts, -dry; <Ells,
for wet: .things. Wet. pi~ches are ' a harArd .wit h this. gear••• \ \ / ':.. :.>..:~:!:.:~..:. ' , '~ .::

. ~' ••• I am fed· up "nth. trees at t ·1):c:.. : ._:. r: ,// . . '

n:oment?lla~m .t:refes :hesPohci a l l Y. Th?re :p.re · . ' . .-J~r..' /' '~ '\' - /\ ../
Just nu a.ons 0 t em ere cover-ing . > , l:.:\ i .,,~='< ~ )~

all the hills•. I would mUCh. prefer. to r ."':::.://~~?_,~;, r:;'m-{:~~"
walk up Trow GLll·-t.0 .G.•G.• ..:wJ..t .h . la .bJ..g. ..._.. . "7T:> ':-'::::~'--"' ~ '> .... .. .. ;': ~_.. ,. /'
pack .than .s:r: end an. hour bush walking. ' . /"/~//" \ <~;;7/./

. .'- .Th e .pr osp ect s. are so t r-emendoua . '///.'.1 '" ··t, .// .!

that it ~eeps 'yo~ ~oing. · Last week we ..:2~>~ .'. .!'::S~ . :-/;',
r et urned.tt o J.F..X••, .t he pot I . . / __/ .... .'5-.. ' :> , .: /'/

mentioned in the last letter (a .new . ::;:{ ....?--l.~'~~:'; .~;~;
find 2000' Long and 250' deep, . . /// ,.' ~'(.~ (; . / -;/. .
previously explored t o a pitch wher e ' .. --;;~/ i·(.=.;t-f ;/" . _.
they ran .out : of t ackle). The 50~ drop .~,.' .::t:~. I../\~~-~..;....
t ~ned out to be near 200' 1 I wa s '<;~. ' .~~.:t:.I " .F7;::--:--
1ined down and found. a. 60' dr-op to a '/'~ . \'\ _ J<--/ ,;--;
ledge,. .a 12' climb, then down a 50' ~<> \,0.~.) ~'/;---/
wet pit'ch to the bottom. The rO?k -..~s .. -:///~. " . ..:;:;;; .
s r at t y :- :rotten-:-:and .kept fa~l~ng a.n ' /~" -:~~{0~ '
small b~t~ .on t.op 0: -.me. Tho Hay on .. :/:~S' { '.\\J»"
was too h Ght.· I c.Li.mbed back up ',20 ' , . . ... . >~/. ;:. ! ,;~ \...~:>;:
traversed onto a ledge, and found //\ :::'" <':"r(" ; ' />".
~a~~~~~~ '~~~f · ~~t. 8~' ~~~:~ ~ \p:~, •. thU.S >;;)'..~~\~6)1':~!;
JOJ:;ned: : ;bY i rNoel~ a . maf.nl.and caver, . and. .. --:/ . , </
we peered over feeling wet and /~, . ::,,-<.:
miserable. Ladder wa s lowered and we <:/2'/ ><---:.
prepared to descend. The rope was not //.~. " :-- ~ _ " ' "
long enough however and the chap / -: . . ///
lining 100' a bove us woul d not tie " ' :~>-::~__~'~<: .
anot-her rope on .. Frustration 1 ~<~..:. -::>.=,,/ / ;' ,
It was impossible to linc from the . . .. . / , ! j ,~' ~ " ~// ..

Pr ecarious ledge wc wer e both on. Wc .":", >/<\. " l :~':+" ,/ .// , '
• .. . .. .. , , I '~ ' « ) . /

ret urned unhapp~~y fc~hng : very c!Jld. //'l" ..~..~'...F', ./; .
Oh .for my wet - s m t J ~n:o d~d I sell my' :~:- ,( :!':f''''.;.:~~~~~' ,ij -.

. accumulator and wet - s .m t to? I . am . .// ' t ~~\·'. ·:~~L/...<
paying 6/- a :trip for ~ry Oat.te:dcs / / ;< '1. ~"q~t: k><",.. <:
and .wea r i ng dry Gr ot s . :.'v7e returned on />/':~J 'p.. . ~. r( 1... i(:

.,S ul1da Y 4th Oct8ber with..all the club's . '»~:-R --: :~0~"
ladde::- (320' Qnl~) • .180' was thrown do-..m //;.1 /I .: .) >:<"':' .:>. ;~ ..
the b~g shaft. B~ll (the tallest caver . :' ...' '.:". . l / ) ..... It '; ;.'/:
in ..:\ us t r a lia a~ 6'..7~:1) and I desconded.. .. . ... . <.<'~<\ (=J >,~<. . <.: .
60'. There I , h?Cq. him d01"'11 the rest .. :./..;,\:~.~)'~ ~)/ .... . ,',
of tho way. The ·tnp Via s Smly to ./.>t( ,CO " ~ ;/./ . ..
conquer this ·bit :pitch. It may havo ... /A . !:~ .\>~ . ':..-'..'." l '

been 300' - we only thouGht it 50' "~~.'):. .H B'/; '. :',' "'.;:'
initially. ~ucld..ly, 170' from the top <<:>. 'SJ .%..
he dropped . ~nt o a p ool of water and .:.; .:. ';/- / j.. v.. ·. J .. ; . . :...::':....
had bottomed it. ~';. large chamber ........ _... ·/··:-f · '- ~-' :-' :..1 '-. -- :- • •-:--.- -- ---;-:-:- - -

followed, then a flat tiGht wet crawl which by himself"h<r (1ild! ·not· ·ptislh:·~~·fitl~.:it
goes on••••• Depth of limestone is 1300' sC?~:her? is a fa~r way t~ go.

/ -- / '~'I V.//<.,;,' t i 1/ -<
~:;;;)\ s~'~
~ ' w · .'/ ( u ~,~.
' / 1 " .// ' .
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There are many .' holes unoxp'Lor-ed in. this rC[;ion. Wc descended tyro on Sunday ffi

well. One ,v'as' ·a :·30' shaft, ft,q_La£' fallen trees be;Liove it .o r : not :,: ·.~it)i,cl:l . , .,. ~ _: ..: . ·
fissured out~" ',Anothcr hoLe, W9l::it" ·- a 12' ··drop leads to a ,:.ffi.llci'ng pasaag a, a.L : ~'·-·"· ' · · · '

12' Ladd ervpd t ch to .a cha:mber, ,<further sloping pas.S,ag e" a:.20'pitCh - 'then a ' .:' ,. '
big drop - 100' (?). It is dry; big; and draughtinf(.Billdescendcd30' to a ·:. , '"
'Ledg evand e'stirriatccL~not.!lOrdrop of 50". He also free climbed another 12'.' down
'i n another direction to find a sloping crawl - .a nd van ot her- '30' pitclli···There : :. .' ,' "
are drops·all.over the~plac~~"Yfe are '150 ' ' bel ow the surface arid still goi ng "
strong hi ' 't hi s ' one, e - • .~. . . . .. •" '.' . , " ' . ' .. .. ' .. . : .. :

(Further exploits pf Messrs. 'Robi.ns on and CQ! wi.Ll, doubtless 'app ea r .
in future newsLet t er-s, 'I'm 's ur e" Phi l would appreciate l6ttersfrbin any
mo.l.dywarps ..-ms ' address is Fl,at .5, ~82 Bandy Bay Road" Hobart·" Tasma.nia, . r :

Postcode 7005). ' ' . , • ' . " .. . . .. . . . '
, ~ • I ' ... . ,. . . . • ". •

. . . . ; ; : ' . . . " .

. ~ -----------~------~------------------~-----------

1flINl' RRIN}S somehow ret~a'i;s with' us. Some repai~ work and g a r d eni ng has . "
'be en done, mostly by the worthy JCL et al. The mice have moyed back"inside
·aga i n for the winter (it is really only f:il.ir to ask t.hem for hall the renq •..
Dave }.t lcing s has returned intact from driving a bus ar-ound the Orient, and ~ :;, "

is home at weekends (4B Trafalcar Tee. Darlington) .. ~ •.
• , ": :: P: ,' .

-----------------------------------...-----~~--:----------- " ,.!• •':' : ..

Snippets :Evil YUBT are treading gr i evous l y close ,to warpland wi.t h their
'f i nd of the 1500' Summit Cave on ~mllerstanG' just on the 'west side of the
road, and in the Undersett Limestone. Knowing Ilmllerstang (i~ E!. ' Jirr~ling
Sike Cave) I hope it's mostly low wet crawling. . "

Craven seems fairly quiet - OPC have added another 190" or so in . ,(,
'd ep t h to Pillar Holes on Newby Mos s , another ·quar t er irii·l c .of' passage has been
found in Pippikin Pot, and Ng;. have found a 95' deep: half 'iJiile long through : ..
trip in Dentdale called Nettle Pot. . ' .

In the remote limestone ar ea s north of the Lake Distrj:ctlhearthat KCC .·
have bot through at Haltcliff Cave, where a river . sinles to·.resUr'Gc 4- mi.Lea . " .. , ,'~
away, but the cave ' is s o far 70' deep and 600' long. l.no'th'e'r way-out .a r-ea " ';;.:
yielding sizeable caves. ' What about all the limestonoin Norf htmber-Land-nor-b h-,
of the Newcastle-Carlisle gap ? Lnd the limestonos of the Pennines north 'of
Hartside Height . (places like Loo Gill" and Cro;:;linWat er, aria Scar-rowmanwi.ok
Fell) . : . , " " ;: ' . , ... .,.

: ' nd Farlam Our-rd.clc, and Watcher's Hill, and the high felIs~vest of .
Alston? " ". . . ' . ; " · l . . .

'There's always the coming years" for those of 'uswho'~r.hll remain'.'.

:MEErS LISTS
Some of tho suggested meets in the

last newsletter :hav e met, but others
remain, still waitinG-

Hard Level Gill.
Flushiemere (I have ,~lked over

the area and located the shaft)
Windmore End Cave.
Great Sleddale (I suppose that'll

have to wait now until next summer)
Swinnergill• .
Smoltmill.

1.nd of course, those tyro surveys
awaiting completion.

The flare of interest in the Ryedale
area seems to have died down (Stuart)
why? Windypits 'c'oul d provide some dry
and fairly warm wi.nt er trips, and the
North York Moors are very pleasant
terrain for ;surface waLka,

..
. -'. !".

~rti~les ahdCbmmet:lt ~or future
tlJewslat t ers are ·wel c ome• .

P F R.
-. '.. '
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