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There are two prime mot i v e s behind the i .ssue of this
newsletter. The firts and most important i s the publishing
of the saga of Gregory Cobble. The second is that it makes
members appreciate the excellent value they g e t for their
subscription shortly before the Hon. Treasurer makes
his demand for next year' s subs!

There is of course quite a lot of caving news our
less ac~ive and estranged (?) nlembers might like t o read
about.
Publications 0

MSG- J ou r na l no.4 has now been publi s hed and plans
are being made for Journal no.5. If you haven' t bought
your copy of no. 4 do so no w (fantastic value @ 25p . from GS)
Now is also t he t ime to put pen to pape r and contri bute to
no.5. Remember all contributors get a free co py.
Caving Ne ws

Re c en~ work has been more by way of cons olidation than
extension.
Fadmoor Cav e has be en visited on three oc ca s i ons du ring the
year; the ITr st vis i t (AH,PFR, GS) p r oduced a su rvey , the:
second ( CC ~ JDC ) pr oduced mu ddy knee s (p oer things ) and
t he third (PH, MGN, GS) produced a 5' ext ens ion after 80
mins of bou l de r moving ~ The fo x was not in r s si dence on
this last occasi on.
Wi ,ndegg Mine Cave rns survey ha s been comp l eted , Twenty
trips have--13een recorde d , some' 56 man. ( or woman) visi t s
plus those made by AH (et al?) on 25 and 28/~0/70 fo r
which t here are no accounts in t he log . From the ~e c ords

available the line-up in the Wi ndegg Stakes i s a s follows
(surface trips in brackets) ~ _.

GS 8 , CC 6, PFR 5 (4), SE 5, ltH 3+, RFJ 3 (1) 0 CL 3, MGN 3.
The sur v ey wi Ll. be published i n Jo urnal 5 ,- p La c e y ou r order
now.
Jack Scar Cave ha s be en extended by som8 75 : 2nd a survey
done. T-he extens i on invol ves 7" a qu e e z. es and ·~ight wet
crawls. The total length i s about 420 '-
Lovergill. Caves - survey and new expLor a .tc. cn ha s taken
place with more still wa i t i ng to be done .

The upstream and downstream sumps i n God 's Br i dg e
River Cave have been pas sed (CC,PH,GS ): rev·8iiLi.ng 250 '
of new paE:s ag e . .;., .

Newcas tle Univ , 8peleos passed the aque az e at the
end of Priorsdal e Cave and found a f ew hun6r ed f ee t of
new passage-.-·Tliio further t r i ps r-esu'Lted in a S C011 e of
Old Cave 130' , Newcastle c. 375' and Moldys c . £]\25 : , a
total of 630'. The squeeze is about 8" high and lea ds to
large collapse chambe rs~ ruckles, and an a ctiv e we t tube
with a desperate fUr-bend, deep water and EBl-I·-type
passage leading t o a sump. Merrta on of 1I:BH hrings u s to the
next item. The survey of BBH has been f inishe d" For an
eye-Vii tness account of the eprc-trip r ead on 0 , . , 0 •

"I'he completion of the survey, and th~-; f'o rcLng of
Worm Sewe r , a r e the t wo most urgent te.sks ­
ne i t her wi l l be pl ea s an t , bu t both are essent i a l .
Eller Be ck Hea d ma y go a lot further yetI!

_..~ . August 70 MSG N/L
Due to EBB's magnetic personali ty i t was no t until

14 months later that its dankest rece sses were again
violated. A party of five took the road f rom Bowes , but

(continued a few pages further on)



Gregory de sceuded the stairs, looked into the
living room, and saw them. There were about ten. Their
huge velvet covered. bodies shone in the light of a great
glowing 'pi e ori the floor. They had pointed semi-human
heads horribly adorrrBd with long hair, spectacles, and
moustaches. I~ si~nce they stood, no longer needing to
communicate with spoken words. Before he knew what was
happening, on e of the great figures was grabbing him.
Oh no! oh no! Gregory went into a dead fain~•... ..' , .'

It was warm and' ,suruiy when he cane to by the roadside.
A few white; pastry crumbs still clung to his beard, but
he did not notice them.

The End.

Eller Beck Head Surveyed: (continued from before)
the mor e informed ,members scurried away to Trough Heads,
laughing openly.

Graham S and Peter H started their survey from The
Corner of the Flies and proceeded inwards. During this
'fulfillment of a moral obligation' a certain quantity of
water was encountered. DUe ~to the depth and tenperature
of t his liquid environment unusual problems of communication
were encountered, caused by involunatry jaw movements.

At length (we should know, we measured it) Disillusion
Way was reached. This was mentally converted into a Drill ,
Hall for wa rmi ng - up exercises. Then , GS leading, the mu4­
choked end of the glutinous Worm Sewer was inspected. ,
Some minutes work with the entrenohing tool rev8aled a
way on '- aC'cordingly GS pushed on-, Unfor tuna't eLy the
unique f astening of his wet suit diverted n cubic feet of
liquid mu d down into his nether regions. Insult was added.
to injury when the passage fissure d out after only six f~et.

At this we returned, mumbling. '
So, the survey will be published in the next journal.

For details of -t h e novel v ocabulary f'cundme ce s ea'ry on this
occasion please send an S. A. E. to the MSG librarian.
Other News.

The BSA Conference was a notable success dr e largely
to the Dnmense popular demand for the CC/PFH Le ctur-o on ,
Recent Discoeries in the No.rtnern Dales.

The annual dinner was held ~~Castle Bolton and
an excellent meal was enjoyed by all~ Afte~ a br~ef slide
show thirstier members adjourned to a different brand.

An expedition to Skye has resulted in many surveys and
a report to be published 'in the next Journal. .
Proliferation. '

The Teesside arm of MSG has become a little more '
self supporting" and the most recent addition to our ranks
could be described as the Derbyshire leg ~ recruited by
PFR at his new abode in Sheffield.

Graham S. - Librarian.

DerbIltshire branch - so far a few tentative afternoon
visits to the HazlebadgePipe Vein ,cav es and mines near
BradwelL 'Pi c t or End Cave (not mentioned Ln." Caves of
Derbyshire) was surveyed to 290 I . ' ' For .f u r t he r work doubt1.ess
read later.



Through the: de1;Jris of t he fallen' ceiling he came to the :t9-ble,
and blew the dust and fucvft nble ..cobwebs from the a.rticles -on it.
Ji.n old rapidograph; an .unus cd jske-tchpad, several.enamel mugs, a knif'e,
wha t appeared to :be a mo.rrriit c\ Jar, a broken bamboo flute, and THE BOQK
OF THE MOlE. . ' . "

Eagerly Gregory: took the ' book, ' and cr-awLed into his 's l eep ing bag,
too exhaus ted· to ' rcad,~ ;i t,:i.mmeq.ii:ltely'~ He fell into a very deep sleep
at once, but distan:t.:,volces iritruded onihas peace; along v'lith snatches of ·
mid twentieth century musac .. Th~ voices become c Iea.rer and figures .
appeared, the Mol People of many many years ago. The co.t-tage became
full of light and noise, crackling frying pans, the la:ughing voices
of the young, the old bamboo flute. 'Gr e gor y recognised some 'of the . '
tunes, Mr Tambourine Man, Strawberry Fields and others • . .' :.

: Gr egoryawoke Wit~. o, .start; " the '
i:/l:. .. .. sinister words lilt's your tUrn ·to·. . '
(. /\1 \ . clean the earth closet" ringing . in
; I \ .
I · , \ , , his ears. It was still dark; but a

/ .' t -, \ . shaft of moonlight lit up :the 's ma l l
, I I upstairs room .w!';ter e Gr egor y h ad .

, ......-:~.~:::-::- :<_ : .. '. ~-C_ ! / ' .. , decided to s Leep , :Feeling uneasy and
::, '--.-- .----.- "- -.- - -'.-_-.. '~. restless now he lit an old gnawed

cand~-s--tUckl·t~m-;.~·:tini bo.i;tle ~ and began to r~ad the archaic
handwri tten pages of the. book of ' the Mole ~ .

For . hours he ,r qn.d, engross od by' the spell of' the.wor-ds, Bit by
bit Grefory recreated .a pictUre 'of'the dead tribe, how it 'grew from
a handful of strange outoasts , and the .long struggles aga.inst the
Invaders, and the hunch-backed 'Mo l e Killer, who. was. :j,.ndest'I'llctibJ"e
and was eventually wa.Ll.cd up in the earth closet •. J'tte pressures became
greater, and the . Irrvader-s came closer, un tri.L the day came when ' the few
remaining Moldyvvarps ' ceJll e togetherfor :a:grea~ meeting, "and pledged ' to
meet but once -a year in their beloved hous e . Leaving Wmterin~..·thE:iY, '
descended to the village .a t the f'oo t cif the Gill for the first time ID

..... . .... .
lilany years. , . . :

However', u!JknOVID ..to them', a great metamor'phosd.s .had come over theine
The villagers fled in their.' doaens, until only..thel.andlord P~t and
his wife remained. They were f ed the Sacred Pie of Truth, . and left in
silence for eternity. . .

Frightened and disillUsioned the Moldywarpsreturned tip .the Gill,
knowing they could never 'r c t urn to the outside world • .For weeks they "
waited in the house, until .one. by one they .l ef t of'and arifted across' ·the
mOd'rshigh above the va.LIeya, :f':i.na.l l Y descending into the damp 'frien:tlly .
passages they knew. .50 well. . ' ' . . '

' .. . Almost .pandck ang, Gregory .crone to ·t h e unbelievable conclusion.
It was the night of .the anilUal ' gatherin'g of the Warps t But' it couldn f t
ber 'That had been over Et hundr-ed and 'fifty years. ago. What about Mad .
Pat? he thought. Spare part sur-gery? he f'eeb Iy suggested tOhimseJi\. ...
No sooner had these jumbled thoughts flown through hi's mind thana
distant flute was heard, and the sharp twang. of..a guitar-like instrument.
They were comfng; .' . ' . . . . . ...

Vibrations filled', the air, 'as Gregory sensed 'the approaching throng.
His vacuum-formed mand Was unable to comprehend such ·thiJigs,. as : p.~ gazed
out of the 'window but saw no thfrig...· . . "
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The next morning Gref,'Ory set off up the Gill, passing the
rusting shell of the last Percava.Is -bus . now laid on its side in
the fasts tream. T.h,e patb thro~gh the wood wa;': novf.-over-grown wi, th
brambles and was barely ' a.isc-~rrrible·• . The deeper GregOry werrt anto
the dense vegetation the ' stiX):riger':-the sense. of d~:solation.and gloom. .
became. Suddenly, ~ he .came 01:1t.into the open, and became' the firs t
man for many years to . Look upon . the Los t . Lends of the Warp t

The narrow floor of 't he ' va.Lleywas bou.ldervs trewn; the ' foaming
torrent rushing through. ~ t ~ .G-r~goryl s -eye followed the wi.ndang: ana. "
treacherous track climbing tip ' +.0 the 'sk y l ine , end beyond. For e.wha.Le
he res ted by the s br-eam and consul~ed the old . ' .
Moldywarp books, trying. to ascertain his ,exact
position r-elatavo to the ancient gathering
place. Yes, he 'was c.er;tain he was nearing his
goaU .

JiS he picked ··his .waY7~throu~ ·t he ·many
rocks by the Gill; asuo many had .in' years ,
gone by, Gregory' did ot feel alone. The
dark ominous hills, he felt, were ' closing.. .
behind him, tro.pping him,~ .Fo7:- several hours '.
Gregory was . forced to· ahe Lter- in a hollow
behind a waLL from a .heavy downpour. Sitting
there, his mind VIDS beset by. primitive ' and unnamed fears. And when the
rain stopped, he felt .lilce. .the only man left on earth. . ...

By the time Gregory 'wa s on his way again it was dusk, ·and·.dark
formd wr-i, thed slowly behind the ncw--f'aLl.en walls, andnmongs t the .
remains of the old barns.•.. He was 2. "mer e ten minutes walk 'awny f'rom -
the old home of..the Mole People. Breathlessly, he s.tood n.t the top ..' . . .
of the hill, mid silently .l ooked at·· the solid outline of Old"Winterings • . . ".
He approached the . decaying go..te, Unopened f'or- over' Cl century, "and . _. . . . ' . '.:":
tentatively entered the over-grown: field in front of 'the his toric place . :

As he lookedupon , rtne crumbling hcus e, it seemed as if' the ...
deepest of the shadows moved, aridvtany spots of light became .
extangui.shedvfn the darkness. Time had eaten ':into the old house, and
the peeling white .. doorvcoLl.apaedvas ,GregoJ;'yl s hand touched the door knob.

Once inside, by' the light of; h.i.s ' tor ch , Gregory looked ·at what ...
he had dreamed of for months ~ 'Cobweb s covered eve.ry'thang and mice ecurr-i.ed
everywhere. ·.The first room he explored had a stone floor; now cover-ed in
green slime and fallen ' plaster. Exotic fungi decorated the wallqand:: ' .
rotten beams, and for a terrifying Lns tarrt Greg;ory mistook ther.enla'in:s .
of a rubbersui t for a manihang'i.ng ftom the rai'ters. Everything ' seemed '
to disintegrate at D. touch, rope ladders 'wh i ch woul.d not support a mouse, •
great antique .chaar-s noW skeletons of thin wire. In the . little ' f L'\ gged " ".
kitchen the door of the ·foodcup'boo.rd fell n.way like wet ,pn.per# reveaJJig ;:'
a foul mess of 'mor e fungus, old tins and bottles •. .Ari ancient.pick,ledbniort
peered out from .a ..cobwebbed jar; urmoved -by vbhejl.i.ghb ·it; :had not seen for '"
decades. . _, ' . . - .

Grf/gory moved on. P.? the living .rQo~ . ; ·The carpet Was long .gone, . . .. . -. ', r;

devoured by the damp, and the -f l oor boards would soon follow • . There st;i.ll
remained, clinging-her:oidally to the wall; a copy of the f'amed, Mold~~:
suevey of SmeLimill}?eck Cave, and a rgro teaque.Iy p.right pink survey .of .:. '
Hard Level Gill Cave 'was 'p r es er ved' ill its khaki fiti:rn·e. · ... ..

, : .' .



_,The I.egenCl_9£. th£..I:?~:tl~:!?:~~ of . the W~
and

_Grel?P~s~;;'ch f9F.. ..~th.
John C. Longs taff •

The time ~ some years hence. The hero - Gregory Cobble.
One day; whilSt browsing in an old l~hby bookshop, Gregory came

acIYJSS s ome ancient manuscripts, concerning "aoldywarps'", Being f'Luah;
having j u::'.t received the first installment of his- college grant, Gregory
boughb all the Moldyvro.rp Journals and hurried home, enthralled by the
primitive charm of the strange covers. Before long he was engrossed in
the wr.i, tn.ngs , and soon came under the primeval spell of the Northlands
~d their secrets.

Of course, the word "moldywarp" was known to everyone from the
much-used metaphor "sick as a no Idywarp'", but few knew of the derivation or
real meaning of the word. Gregory discovered that a race of almost human
crea~urcs, believed to be descended from moles, once lived in a land

far to the North, deep in the hills, and recorded
'j" their unique experiences in crude booklets, several
~W< of which he now poss ess ed ,

/!(I~J ;' ..~ Ignoring the jests and laughter of his friends,
"( .:, '- ' )' ;!--._./ \~~ Gregory set forth,' l eaving his university course in
\<\ ,'};-" '-/ mining engineering, to find the LOst lands of the
\~\ ' \ .;- t. Warp, and driven by a strange and ominous f'o.roe ;
~ " ' . ~. Some d'lys La t er Gregory arrived in a little

·~t,<\!jJ;\ grey town mentioned so often in the writings, and
' \ . at once fell into conversation wi.th some of the

. li \ old ones ; 1I0M I've heerd of yon moldywarps; in
. j} i"" fact me grandfn.ther once found one of their hats in..' "" 'Ll- ""-. n. jaumble sale ,.;. fetched £1 20 when he sold it",

... " '- ,< ) said one;'
Soon Gregory was heading west, spurred on by the knowledge that he

was very close to the ancient gathering grounds of the Waz:ps • .A day later,
and ac ou t seventeen mi l es from the town, Gregory found himse.lt', exhausted,
midst the tumbled overgrown ruins of a s ma.Ll, villn.ge which lay o.t the foot
of Q rocky gill. Uneasily he explored the mysteriously deserted buildings;
and everr t uaLly came upon an ancd.ent sign, which at once sent Gregory's head
spinn:ing wi l d ly . "This is itt I'm here •••• The King's Headt"

FuLl, of excitement and anticipation he burst into the bar of the
apparently empty hotel:' where he was shocked by the sight of two filthy
cowering figures in a far corner, gibbering uncorrtroLlab.ly; Soon Gregory
was able to calm the two crazed old outcas ts, and discovered that they
were Mad Pat and his wi.fe, one time tenants of the King's Head. He to Id
tham of his quest, showed them the journals, and asked what they knew.
11They came far in the pas t, and made us ea.t the pies t 11

With that Mad Pat and his wife ran off, leaving Gregory even more
mystified and not a little frightened. However-ihe was far from ready
to give up. He decided to enter the Gill, after he had had a good
night' ;: sleep'.
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