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Newsletter Statistics

Up to now MSG newsletters have appeared at an average rate
.of ·l a year. This second issue in 1972 brings us one closer to
that record year 1970 when 3 issues appearedl Of course the
cynics would say that the number of issues r-ef'Le c.t s the time
spent writing instead of caving and is thus a measure of decadence.

Comments anci Pleas
The SUBSCHIPTION RViHNDTo'R in the June newsLe t t e r produced

little response and many adherents had yet another free year.
Adherents are members that aren't really since they haven't pan
subs. A proposal is to be made to our AGM to alter the benefits
accruing to 'full members and associate members. It is proposed
that full members receive a free copy of the journal'~ - be elegible
to vote and to receive any other perks that come up f r om time to
time e.g. cheap equipment. Associate members would receive
newsletters (and journal advertsl) and would pay an appropriately
reduced subscription (just to cover costs). All would be eligible
to go on meets and slave a~yfor the greater glory of MSG. ~he

latter category of membership is especially to be cou~ended to
those MoLdys who by the cruel hand of fate have been temporarily
snatched away from the T:lysian Dales. (i.e. most of the groupl).

Group News

1972 will go down in the annals of British Speleology as the
year MSG w9n the £5 prize for the best exhibit at the National
Speleological Confer~nce. We must here record acknowledgement to
A. H. ~ PFR. s and R. D."E. who not only d.e s i gne d , set up and manned
the exhibit but also managed to sell some £15 worth of MSG
publications. (A most lucrative weekend).

R.D. E. also obtained for MSG some surplws equipment, most of
which was sold to members. The following remains ~- (prices in
brackets are those for members who have paid a 1972 ·subs.)

1 large .haversack @ 30p. (25p.) 3 lump hammers @ 30p. ' ( 25p . )
2 small haversacks @ 20p.(15p.) 2 chisels@ lOp. (8p.)
1 x 20" wire lashing @ 20p. (15p.) 2 enamelled water bottles @ 10:p.

(Bp , )

Orders to G.S. Delivery by arrangement.

Whilst on the subject of goods for sale, a further supply
of Ayleburn Surveys has been produced and these are available
@ 25p. Smeltmill Beck surveys are now available at 20p. and
spare copies of Wi ndegg Mine Caverns survey are 12!p. I take it
for granted that you all have copies of the best-selling Journal 5;
this includes a Windegg survey in its bargain price of 40p.
('-iT- 7p. postage). All from G.S.

Journal 5 is proving very pDpular and No.6 is now being·
planned. Contributors get your pens filled and start writing now.

A hoard of MSG Newsletter No. l'shas been unearthed and
prior to its being auctioned at Sotheby's (or othenvise disposed
ofl) paid-Up members may request a free copy from the secretary.

There is no progress to report ori our; ~ccessp·roblems,. partly
due to lack of secretarial action and partly because present levels
of Moldy manpower can scarcely take on new projects when the
current list of unfinished ones is so long.
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The Chairman fulfill ed his tra di tional obligation and
organised t he MSG dinner a t a ho stelry in Bainbridge'. '-Attendance
was some 25 in all wi th guests 'from YU ItT, DLSA and KCC.
Bnt.ar-taa nmen t :i.n cl u ded a .rend e r i ng of Holmes '. '.~at er Mu s i c (being
a recording of AB' s fe e t in the wat e r: of Sir Franci s LeveLl ) and
a few slides. The f i nale t ook pl a ce on the . edge of"Semerwa ter
wi t h fes tive Scot t ish Count r y Dancing . Insufficient incentive
wa s offe r ed to the Chai r man for him t o inQulge in a midnight swim
why not mak e thi s another ex-officio t r adi tion of the ·Chairman?- : .~ ..

A furth~r ba rgain off er comes in t he fO~l of poll-bags.
These arc 36" x 22 ", in transparent p ol y t h ene a nd weigh 30zs.
P rice to subs. payers i s 4p. each a nd t o others 5p~ Postage extra.
Orders to G.S.

CAVINGNSWS

A. MSG News
Fossdale Beck Cave has be en revisi te d. but despi te visual

confirmation of the p oi n t of co nnection of upper and lower caves
a pas sabl e .l i nk was not acbieved and mor e diZZing i s ne eded.
Anothe r aven ha c been found wi t h a s eemingly larg e adj acent one
(as yet unente re d ) guarded by 2 mi ni s cul e po rtals. A fe w mi n or
pros pects r emain here.

Wes t Scrafton Pot wa s the s cene of t wo extensions tog ether .. .·
amounting tos Olne-r20T .On a f u r t her t r i p li ttle prog r ess wa s
made bu t f u r ther s co pe f or extensi ons wa s no ted.

A weekend was spen t in !J.~,~..£2.s t c: r/J;:as~i ll wi th t h e intention
of digging i n on e pl a c e , sur-ve y i ng i n another and r avisi ting a
p os sibly undocumen t ed part of the s ys t em. 1,'/ e dis covered that
such ma r a t hons r equ i r-e fi t pa r t .i es a nd 'l'v8 retired wi. th half a dig
done , no surveying a nJ a .vis i t ~ o t he t hreshh old of the unknown~

Dovecote Cave .i n G;.::Ts c1a l e i s a bou t 300' Long in contrast to
p .u. - 501 -: -.- - - ---..- - . . .

Swindale He~d Ca v e ha d i t s p r os pe cts r educed by half when
G. S. round the·s f i :e-3.ii.l;':jay clos ed ~l o wn to an impenetrable bedJing.
The remaining prospe ct r equires demolition of, a slab.

Crackpot Cav~ was t he scene of a dig championed by P.
Stephenson. No pr ogr ess wa s made so y ourG cruly laid on a cabaret
by getting stuck in a smal l tube. Despite damage to my reputation
I ~~ now able to claim a g enu i n e 5' extension - previou s l y
unenteredl .

Moking Hu r th mer i t s a l i ttle a necd ot e . Our story starts
back on 17-:b-~-1o.-···when G. S. ma de the fi rs t (and only) through trip
from Moki ng Pot. , On t bis occasion the intrepid lone explorer
entered .the mu d t ube .s e r i e s wh.iLs t looki ng fo r the wa y out. The
passag e looked p r omi s i ng . Two yea r s later (9.6. 72.) a party set
out to follo w the f oot s teps a nd knee-p rints of the 1955 party of
UTCC who surveyed this pas s ag e and dep i c t8 d it wi t h an undefinad'
end at a widening of the passag e . Th8 party, wi t h the excepti on .
of G'. S.: (of cour se l ) , were de£ ea tedat a s queeze some 150' before
the end of the su r vey 1 G.S. now on another solo apic found trog
marks corre s ponding t o a bou t 1 , visi t by 2 persons. The end of
the survey wa s a smal l br eakd own cb amb8r f i l ;Le d to a depth of
abo~t 6' wi t b jrunbl ed boulder s. On the right a narrow virgin
rift · led off and boul der clearing l eft a "possible?" squeeze 
deemed unwis e to a t t empt s oLc ,
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24.10.72. wa s a special day in t he log of MSG. Not only
was MoHo pu s h ed to its ultima thule but our Chairman wa s present
(trying to boost his ave r age to 1 trip per month) . . .He excelled
himool f by pass ing t hofi r st s quee ze a nd the ent i re pa r t y (i. e.
both of u~) reac hed t he dig . . Af ter a rock session wi t h a boulder
we had made litt le impre s s i on on the s queeze but G.S. managed
to get through anyway . The chi ef difficulty was t ha t ~he squeeze
emerged 6' a b ove tho f l oor of the rift and you had to do it head
first ( how do you g et out?~). G.S. p r oc eeded round a corner to a

·stal. blockug e aft er a mer e 30' of narro w passag e. C.C. got
stuck in the s qu eez e and was fo und imitating a bat (i.e. hanging
upside down f rom the squeeze in the roof). After rendering
as s istance G. S . r eturned to hamme r the sque eze and afte r a few
anxious moments? sque e zi ng before the hole wa s big enough, managed
to extract a further miserable 25' of s queezes before the passage
effectively fizzled out. The stale s~uoeze had to be reversed
exactly as per entry and the ,boulder squeeze was just possible

.' wi th a li ttle bone bending. Thus the secret of mud-tube inlet
has been revealed - 55' of exceptionally tight and , arduous
s queezes.

, Devotees of ',Vi ndegg will be pleas ed to hear the level is
still accessible . "'-'-Ar 'e-cent trip suggested there is still scope
for a bi t of p ot t eri ng ? dLgg i.ng , squeezing? etc. The bypass to
Creaking Boulder Cave rn was opened up so there is no \"1 no excuse
for not going down.
. Ki r-kda Le Cav e was the s c ene of 2 hou rs a bor t i v e digging.
Apa rt f r dm "-on810\v priori t y p r osp e c t ? exploration and survey are

'.n O\v comple t e and wi l l b e publi shed in ITou r nal 6.
. Whils t i n the N. Y . r~l , area ? MSG have assisted Ampleforth
College v.s. u. in surveying As hberry Wi ndyp i t - the latest
estimate i s that t his i s well 07er 1000' long and still going •

. .

B. Other News
~plefortl~ College v. s. U. cavers have found a' new windypi t

. Bloed Windypit i n Sha l l owda l e estimated at over 60' deep and
. severar.huMred f eet long.

'. Checking N ~Y.r!I.sites in connection wi t h the "Northern Caves"
handbook l ed to a small extension to Motts Hole.

,YU RT have found several more small caves in MeTle rs tang . in
the area of . the'i'±' Summit Cave find. Two are over 100' long •.

C.P. 'C. have found 500' of typical Yoredale cave - "East
Pasture Cave - the resurgence for Bishopdale Gavel Pots.

The press should nevor have been stoppe~l That is the
stop press item in the last newsletter was all a mistake and
Thackthwaite Cave has not been extended. Its length is probably
around 3000' in all.

C. Forei~n Cav~!!Z New~ . . .
ULSA have found a 2000' extenslon t o Sleets Glll Cave?

Littondale en t i t l ed Hypothermia passage it is very wet ending
downstream in a sump and having a side passage almost connecting
with the 'old' caVG.
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Li~t of MSG members

Pleas8 remembe r to notify any changes of address to G.S.
to ensure that "ne Wsletters, etc., don't go astray. '

Jan Arrowsmith, 32 Humber Place, Darlington.
".J ~ "Dav e Atkings, 48 Trafalgar Terrace, Darlington.

Dave Carlisle; Inyanga, Town Head Lane, Austwick, Lancaster.

Colin Carson, 75 Ravensdale Road, Darlington. (D'ton 3468)
John D. Cooper, 10 Ches t er f i el d Rd., ' Wes t Fi nchl ey , London N.3.

Ron D. Evans, 15 Orpington Rd., Park End, Middlesbrough,
" " Teesside, TS3 OPD (M'bro 38018)

Stuart D. Hodgson, 32 Humber Place, Darlington.

Peter Holloway, 19 Park Rd , , Ha.leswor-th, Suffolk, IP 19 8LA.:

". Al an Holmes, 6 SomerSGt Grove, Darlington.
Chris Langthorne, 23 Boxl ey Driv e, Wi l f or d Hi l l , Wes t Bridgford,

Nottingham, NG2 7GQ.

John C. Longstaff , ' Auckland', 153 Au ckl and Rd . , Upper Nor wood ,
London, S.E . 19 .

Mi ke G. Norton, 42 Se~nour Drive, ~agl e s c li ffe , Stockton-on-Tees,
. TeGsside~ (Bagl' fe 782582)

Dave Racks traw, 39 Mi ns t e r l ey Dr., AckLam , Mi ddl es br ough , Teesside.
(M'Bro 85040)

Phil Robinson, Flat 5, 282 Sandy Bay Rd., Hobart, Tasmania 7005.
"P e t e r F. Ryder, Ranmoor House, Shore Lane, Shef·field SlO JAY.

Pete J. Stephcnson, 4 Heild Close, Newt on Aycliffe, Co, Durham.

Graham Stevens, 4 Kingston Ave., Acklam, Middlesbrough~ "Tee s s i de ,
. "" TS5 7RS. (M'Bro 83052).

M. Stockwell, .
D. Tony Younger, 26 Oulston Rd., Stockton-on-Tees, Teesside.

. (Stockton 66316)


