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SUBSCRIPTIpNS
The l ast newsl~tter (Dec.1972) .spoke of new subscription r ates

to be: 'i n t r odu c e d a t the AGM. Since we didn't hold an AGlYl , the new
\ .. ' 'r a t es for 1973 are now fi xed at 25p. · for associate members and

. 75p. for full members. Associate members get newletters + use of
~lSG , library + miscellaneous perks. Full 'member s get a free copy
'of the Journals as well. Journal 6 will be out very soon. Orders
'( or full subscripti6ns)to G.S. now. This newsletter demonstrates
.wha t incred.ibly g ood value for money lVISG membership is . So non­
payers be wa r ne d , if you don't . cough up the subs. you may miss out
on future 'epi s ode s of our epic ' an t i c s in the N. Dales.

SURV1TYI NG & PROJrCTS

On the surveying scene we have purchased a new Suunto compass
so there is no w no excu s e for postponing or abandoning survey
p r-o j ects.

PFR is 'undertaking a study of the subterranean kor-s t f'e a tur-e s
of East Gill, Svvinnergill, Cunne r-s.i.d e Gill and Hard Level Gill in
connection wi t h his course. Soon we should know all the answers.
Wher e, doe s Botcher Gill go? How did Kis don Cave get there?Where
di dHLG Cave resurge?

SH continues his project, surveying the Arkengarthdale Mi nes .
He hopes to · produce a practical guide ~o the physical characteristics
of .t he. mines. .Mi ni ng historians usually seem to enthuse about
production statistics neglGctin~ the: features of .mi ni ng that can be
seen by ex;ploration. I personally must conf'ess to being rather
baffled by many of the features seen down mines and would appreciate
information that can be related to examples in p.l.ac e s tbatcan be
€xplored. .

Devis Hole survey is our major survey project a t the moment ­
Se e below• . . '

, . An MSG contingent is visiting Skye this Easter
it in the n~xt newsletter.

: '

PERSONALIA

r ead all about

. .

AH has now moved to Northamptonshire and C.C. will be moving to
T'xeter 'in S8p t ember . On the credi -t side, PR (Noz) may : be .r e tu.rru ng
to this cou~try later this year, where he is 'pl anni ng ,"t he first
"Wha.Le ta.iL" descent of the l;'.Tintering' s S. S.~. C. (For ne w members
this stands for Super Severe Earth Closet). See his article below.

M. Stockvvell' s a ddress vva s missing from the list of 'membe r s in
the last newsletter; his hoilie addres s is 44 Station Road,Honley,
Nr. HUDDERSFIELD HD7. 2LL. He is the SUSS Hut war-den so anyone
requiring 'a cc ommoda'ta on near Castleton should c·ontac·t him, c/o
.SUSS. Two new members are ' Steve arid Brian who live ' in Newcastle

' T~ei r· . ex~lo~ts are described below~ We also welcome - Chris Patti~dn,
a 'member of BUSS who lives in. Darlington, Dave Croucher who is'
p'r-es errtLy at Middleton st. George and' Nev Andr ews a member .or BACC -
aridULSA. .

CAVING NE'NS

a) Northern Dales
Elpha .Gre en Cave s ~ Steve and Brian have made ~ the first through t~ip
from Feath<?r End to the recess in the quarry f'ace . They, describe it
as absolutely foul wi th bi ts of decayed chickehs 's t r ewn about and
the air and water somewhat odiferous. They :c oncLud e that the
original' c on't i .nua.t i on of this pas aag e has been quarried away.
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E~J?h Cleu.gE. Cave was the scene of another epic in very cold .
weather. This time Chris Pattison led into the lo~·~~tc~awl·~t the

. ·. · ' ol d ' end. 3" of wa.t'er in a 10" pas aag cd IGd to a squeeze (l) into
. a small chamber. Beyond the passage continued the :s am'e hei ght but
. wi ih 3," of. air and wou.Ld need digging to get into anyway; There
was a slight in-draught at this . point. On the way 'ou t the main
Ln-sdraugh't wa s found branching L at a place. previously noted as ' a
slringLe c.hoke . A 2' high passage was . followed to a squeeze which,
after digging, . was passed to about 140' of new passage quite high
and roomy with 3 cascades and ending at a frustratingbouilider choke.
Fluorescein preViously put in the sink above the cave was met here
gicing the ' passage its name Green Elf Passage - not to be confused
wi th 'Rlpha Green: The survey of all the cave appears in Journal 6 -
order your copy nowt '

Keld Heads Cave . The folly of publishing provisional surveys is now
apparent. Keld Heads side passages have been on our action list
for 2 years and .on recent visits, N..A. and GS found about 5-600'
of .new passage. , On the ,first visit the side passage near the 6 11

cascadG. previously entered by JDC wa s found by NA to continue for
.a bou t 200':•. . He returned as he suspected he had entered known ground.
This 'was very astute for he had in fact entered the passage Leadi ng
off from Doubting Castle previously visited 'by GS having squeezed
thro' the boUlder fall that GS stopp ed at. This find significantly
alters the picture 'of 't hi s part of the cave. As we had insufficient
time for surveying,further probing was done downstream of Doubting
Castle. ~,'!hileNA .br-oke "into a: boulder chamber GS found a duck which
bypassed the'old "sump". ,The sump is in f'ac t va r r a ther- des:perate
'du ck wi. t.h a few inches of a i r-apa.c e , A streamway ani several muddy
passages were found, 2 /.ending in shattered boulder falls wi th roots
growing through the walls a nd on mud banks. We would seem to be near
the surface in the gull ~y S of the 'cave ent r anc e . The survey will
reveal allJ . .

Whitcliffe Scar Caves were visited by DR and GS and a 60' extension
found-ln WSC 2. These caves a re very reminiscent of ~i ndypi t s and
a survey is ne eded as they present some strange features. On the
subject of Wi~~~~ts GS found a new one in Gowerdale, 10' long '
and 3' deep :-~ff.O-tts hole was explored and does .not require any tackle.
This is another s i .te in need of surveying ' (and . extending? ) ~ On this
v i s ; t · in early January all' 4 ''J!i ndypi ts were exuding foggy clouds .

. The 'eu r'f'a c e was .f r ozen soli d a rid .the ai I' wa s a bi t hazy. .

Devis Hole Devis Hole ' l ev el ran in about '1965 and . dig:~ing has .t aken
place intermittently since then. PFR and MD si; arted a shaft and this
work was continued by.PS, DC, . CL, CC and AH. The shaft missed the
level by a few inches. Last year .P FR, MS ' and JH visi tect. the. shaft
arid. found the level .accessible but badly silted'. .. TheY · dug out some
of .thefill reaching ' Et more substant;ial fall about 50' in. . In.
February GS, DAY and DHC went to 'continue the dig and were amazed
to find a howling draught ~nd 't he fall breached by 2 old drums, the
sGcond of which is only 15" in diameter with some 'protrudi,ng 'bolts
and an awkward rock that effectively prevent anyone of above average
build from getting through. Once through, the main feature of ,
interest to us is the natural caverns. These are reallY'incrediple
in their complexi ty, 10 't i.mes worse than iVindegg. , Surveying has
commenced and about 1000 I completed .to date. A circuit 'cl os e to the
perimeter was surveyed and left '56 en t erab.l e passages ' to be '.t i e·d· in.
Not all the passage has been s een yet but the current' estimate is
at least 2000'. Like ~indegg they are confined to a~elatively.
small area. 'The caverns are' not new di s c ove ru e svjhavang been
previously explored thoroughly prior to the collapse; ' We have

'.'



subs equerrt Ly learned t~J.nt ~,)C a n d YN1LG 0:i?0ned u p the Lcve l.. They
point . out 8 nd " YfO confirm the hig hly dangerous s t .at. e of . thc mine
:I;) '::I,S8 2&8S ;-"11,1 ' timbers, not sur p r.i e i ng in 2 ,200 year ol ll level,
In addi t i on ~ on the most re c ant visit the first :~art of · tha 'level
after the drums S:J:.)[[lS to have b ein floo ding sev er-eLy in only. medium
wet wea t.he r-, J? os 8i bly cu t t i n: off the entranc e oraw'l , Tb.8se
c onda 't i cns' O, r ;.;; likely to p r-omot c furthe r c ol.La jis o -s o finishing
t h e ' survey ha s . high priority. .

Stub bi ng Bigg _C2>V(~ ~ T:::all ~j rs tang ~ is a 500 I long r-osu r genc e cave
~r6uncrby-~·ytfjIr:r:--~-T-J1:e wa t e r (;)l:'.l ():rgi ng sinks 8..g,J, i n t o f' e od the S.tubbing

" Higg inlet in Su:.~'1ji1i t Cc:;,v:j • . (':rbi s Latt e r ha s bGJl1 survey e d for
1200' wi t h a bou t 500' s till to g o ) . SRC starts as a 40' fl~t-out we t
(Yr t,Yil ' '8n t ::)r i ng 8.. j oint- c ontrvll e :l wa Lk i ng' si z, :.:; st r camway \vi th
s om..3 s ~Gal an '.'1. en d s [.\':JIup t l y ' ,:i t h t h.) s t r-oam entering from a 2 11

b e dLing , Unont or-abLe av ens a t thi s :p oi n t a r-e appa.r-errt Ly di r ec t l y
b e l. owvthe sink wha ch is 200 I di r8 c t f'r-orn the entranc e. (GS
ob s ;)l'ves that a fa ctor .of ,2i- in pass age l ength/direct length seems
very c ommo n , ef mm a n d Wasl-.'.fo11 Ca v e ) . ,YU RT , 1181')ort III
s chcduLe d for July wi.Ll. ha ve d e sc r ip t i ons an.l sur-v e y s of t he s 8
:fj_nd s ,

Gi ngl i ng . 'YGt Sink has bc on ext (~ nd ~;c1 by
be-8"n -Ioiin"cr"c;"6n~Y{:]c't i ng "·;li t .h t h 8 old cave
eitinsions were f ound in dry woat h e r .
r i s k th~t exnl orat ian i s inhibit ed.

]\TOVI }~T!·.ti.D (I N •••• 0 Cl • Cl 0 Cl Q •

J'D? C. A new crrt r 'anc e }E~.s

,:,n J some , d own s t ream
They p r es en t s u ch a flood



, Ver.:t.~cal £~.Yi...~in Australia 1973. Philip Robinson,
Vice pz-es LderrbIl'asmani.an Oaverneer-ang Club.

, ' and M. S . G.
. ." .

Virtually all deep potholing in Aus t ::a l i a these days is done by single
rope techniques. Abseiiing and pr-uasdk drig wer e i n troduced back in 1 970 by
certain Sydney "heavies" (as they' are c a Ll.e d c y t h eir local' ini'eriors).
This wa s mainly for expedi tions to New Zea Lan d., to the high a l p ine kars t
thereof. Uni'ortunately, ma i n land Aus tralia has ve::y few de ep caves,

"Odyssey" at '- 485 ' is the deepes t , The r e s t a re f'c und in t h e s mall island
of Tasmania. Khazad-dum at -1 05)+I , Ls no. 1 wi -Ch 1 2 wa t er fa l l s . Dur-an' s
Bane is another entrance to , t he system yli t h pitches of 70', 90', 180',
120'and 220'. This wa s fully explored 0~1. ,J a11 31st 1973 to, provide a
fantastic round trip. 2nd is Cauldron Pot, - 802 : , also explored in January
1973, with 135',50' ,48',36: '; 45 : and. 1115 1 v-a .terfal l s . 3r d is Tassy Pot,

-758' (140', 90', 243' pitches, dry) . " , "
The advantages of S.R.Ta trips i re obvious: speed) lack of effort in

the way of manhandling gear, e t c . Pitches bc () ~]n~e sma l ler . Just before I left
Britain in 1970, the thought of hand.Lf.ng a 200 ; fre e pitch on a single rope
was crazy to me - now it is aecond mat ure , -\,rit:".. adequat e equipment and
exper_~~~ any length pitch can be man a ged ; Ropes us ed here have been
non-stretch terylene, sheather, s p innaker cc~d . thi s has tyro sheaths with
approx. 5000 lb. breaking strain - i t i s ir.f ini tely b etter than ordinary
nylon caving ropes. The American Blue Wat er is now b ecoming popular. At
7000 lb. breaking s trairi, low we i ght , strong sheath, n egligible stretch
etc. :Lt is close to t he ideal prussiking r-op te , Of c ours e .• rope protection
on S.R.T. t r i ps is highly .impor-t.a rrt , HLas t ic t:J.bing a nd canvas bags are
used to avoid chapping and abradin g over r oc k edges n Damage by ascending or
descending devices is negligible compar-e d to that f rom t h e Limes tene itself.
For abseiling, "Whaletail" desc ender-s , ar,d/ or L3.P? el r acks are used, the
latter having a variable number of movi n g c~rs t o co~tT9.1 the speed of
descent. The "Whaletail" is cons t r-uc t ed f'r om a .Lumirri.urn, amd acts as a better
heat sink, resulting in Leas -wear ,

For prussiking jwnars are f'avcuz -cd , Mos t cavers ha ve their own 'system'
dependant on the pitch, e s g , whe ther it .i.s a Long free drop, or against the
wall. I use an ascender box for ', 00' + f'rce a.rc~js., wn.ich keeps one very
vertical. The "inchworm" system ha c r, j ,::.; , . : .'. ~, S ":~r'::'l~~ ,' e C', high on the chest,
:the chest and sit harness being c oub i.ned , T:-::.(~ s ~·c ')J+d ;j1.1.ii.'ar i s independant
on slings to bo th -f'ee t , Many .id e.xs were dei:lo:,1S -C r 2. t ed a t the Jan. 1973
Australian Speleo. Federation b i.ebbi.o.L c cnf'ez-enc e in Sydney.

The next step is New Guinea -deepes t cave in the, southern hemisphere
is Bibima Cave, -1620', at Kundi.awa (exp lored micl -1972). Wor l d depth
records are possible in this very mysterious p~rt of the Commonwealth.
Remoteness, expense, jungles and many other pr cb13ffis have to be surmounted •
.An Australia-New Zealand expedition i s p Ianncd f'or- A'!..1gus t 1973.

Meanwh i l e I look forward to perhaps r 6p cating s ome of the old Yorkshire
classics by S.R. T. Juniper Gulf, Mer 8c,il l and Ga:9:L."g Ghyll ma in shaft?
Jumaring / abseiling has certainly r-ev i.ved my i nt er es t in potholing again,
or "vertical caving" as the Aussies call It.
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Sdme:...th6u,gh~on ~he 11other }ime§.t~ea~~~the ~2!t~.p..a..s t . PFR

,or

~ere are three ma j or , stratigraphically quite separate, areas of
limestone s trata- in North East England. The Carboniferous limestones of
the Pennines are the most important (both areally, economically, and from
a caver's point of .v i ew) . The s econd area is that of the Perruan Magnesian
Limestones, outcropping over a wi de aEea in eastern County Durham (and
forming .all of the Durham coas tline. The third limes tone area, of more

limited extent, is that of East Yorksire - the Corallian limestones -
read Journal 6 for more thoughts on this. .

The Durhwn magnesian limestones have yielded a few caves, 'and rumours
of more. Mos t of the caves so far known are small (e s g , Bluebell Wood Cave
a t Newton Ayc l i f f e - 130' long), but local rumours tell of much larger ones.
One story is of a subsidence somewhere nenr Seaham opening into a Lar-ge
natural passage wh i c h was f'o Llowed for half a mile before opening onto the
coast via a s ea cave - now alas blocked by the tipping of industrial debris.
Another (1 have seen a newspsper cutting dealing with this) cas e wa s in
the same are a in 1 955 (?) when a subsudence opened a 90' deep natural
shaft into a large passage explored for a few hundred f eet, terminating
in mas s i ve collapses. So large natural caves do exist i n this area - it's
just a Cas e of finding them. 1 have had a recent poke at sea caves at
Blackhall Rocks, in the hope of finding evidenc e of ' 11natural" (i.e. s tream­
cut or phreatic, as opposed to sea cut) 3assages - one cave does show some
interestingdovelopment about 15' above beach level, although nothing can

be followed very far. This is at approx NoZo473390 - there are actually two
caves here, the larger a series of passages riddling a small headland,
s even entrances in all, about 475' of p assage (yes we surveyed it ). The
smaller, a f' ew yards further north, has a 15' diameter circular entrance
15' above the bottom of the cliff - mos t s trange. Below this large orifice
is a .small cave entrance, at the cliff foot, leading to the base of a
chamneyvup into the cave above. The 15' diameter errti ance chamber closes

down immediately to a passage a t first 5' high and 2' wi de , gradually
descending and lowering, to suddenly end, 3' in height at this point,
just over 100' from the entrance chamber, having dropped 11' in this

distance. The re~ular cross-section of the passa ge suggests that it might
be artificial - if so, 'who wou l d cut a level in this strata (no mineralisation
is apparent) in such an unusual place? However, one, undoubtedly natural,
passage in the nearby larger cave, does show sliailar characteristics -
some degree of development at a higher level than the ma j or i t y of the cave,
Les d.irig into a small passage r-u-nang into the cliff - however, in this case,
only 30' long. .'

.An inspection of all sea caves in the Seaham area migh t be wor t hwhi l e
for members who find themselves in this region. The sinks and risings in
some of the Danes of the coastal area '- e.g. Hawthorn and Castle Eden Denes ­
could also repay attention.

The limestones of the Jurassic succession in East Yorkshire outcrop
mai.n.Ly along the N side of, and at the W end of, the Vale of' Pickering.
North of this are the North York Moors an d the Cleveland Hills - pleasant

upland country, cut in sandstones and shales. There is something here
of interest to the speleologist - a scatter of old ironstone and alum
workings. At Christmas John Cooper and r.yself had a look at some old
alum mines near Kettleness - entered from a s mall terrace cut in the sea
cliff, r eached by a rather precarious scramble directly ab ove a 100' sheer
drop. The underground wor k i n gs were not very extensive - a few hundred f eet
of roomy flat-roofed chambers and passages - but they wer e notable in the
formations they contained - a bizarre s election, quite different from those
found in the caves and old mines in the Dales - jet black stalactite
curtains, pools of · shining black crystals, brilliant oranges and reds in
stal flows, 6' long straws - well worth a return trip to take photographs.
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Another s el.-ies of old mine s ,]<~ ':; mil:.c ;-: :l:,-;. t h i s ca s e - have been
looked at near 1l.i s l ab y - the e rrt r'ance u ;,<C;:: ,-I t EZc:;:.:~;:~87 (approx). 450' of
passage VIaS surveyed hc r e, 8.n.jn-ter3st::.,:" c2: i,litel~cC~;llec ting series of small

levels a nd workings , YIi -er" t wo enJ~ !'ances c'(, ' ap ar t, all quite dry' and easy
(apa.rt·f) :·om two pools. of a l i t t J.e mor-e .tht\l:' "c :o,kl e dept h ) . .
."- , ' Movangjsoirth ·~·~1.to t b.e ·a r e ;:!. of: the C().j~2.1 1i?_,·~. 2.imestOl"feS 'and oo Lites ,
a 'c oup l e of visit ::.'i '·s i n c. ,.::' 't.:·:',~cG le';2.nt sec -c5 cnsyf J mJTl'la16 went to press

· d ecez-v e c ommerrt,' "" tT :Lcj,:b ymo~)1'3 ide, Mf'mor Va le c aves ·were · r evisited, and
·a ' t hird member of the group j worthy this t ime of' t he name "cave" wa s uncovered,
in t h e County C01.1Ylc i l Yard r··ib"b i sh t ip , e n ' the eas t, s i Q-e of t he valley (at
N.G-oR. SF69686/j ) (c.'uves j. Bc ii, obv.i.ou s en t rances on t t he-wes t side of the valley,

· are 1 5 1 and 8' Lon g r esp e c tively ) . Cey e "iii cons i s ted of a slide down a slope
of odi.ous dcbri.s i n t o a 5' high passage of n ice cr-oa s -e ec taon, very Kirkdalian
in char-a cce..r , Leada.ng to a small cr oes j o int a vc n , then LowerLng to a t ' high

muddy b edding cr awJ. to a seconcl8 1 :higi"l ave::l;with some n i c e (for E . Yorks)
stal. B ey ond t he bcdd.irig wae vconpl .eb eLy c h ck e d and stalled up. To the r., just
at the f oot of t~}C en'~::~uL::~ ' s l Cfe,w2", a' JOVi open i ng b l ocked :by r-ocks ,

wm.c h o o u Ld p erh:ljJ:! b e . dL:. i~ ." ·t h er G 1:: een.s 1;0 ':x ': ,s ome s ort of passage continuing
b e y on d • . To t ell ~:..en.g'Llof t h :Ls, eave :i s jJ 2rhap~3 SG f . ' .• ..' ' . .

. 'i'h e .Hi ver Door:" , flowing 'thr-ou ~h Rav er.swyke Park, 1 mi l e eas.t of
K~; 'kb)" ;-YJ')rside, W 2.3 a=L.so -r:is ited' ~ . the term :flowing f i s correct only after
wet we 8.-::;hcr, i t s cems .. t:1:1.e r i ver b cdwa a ib one dr-y and partly grass grown.
W.:; \vc,J.~ed ups t r-eam t o find tlie r i ver si:nkhlg .i. cL a pool at , SE 708875,
t h '.:;:l d own to Ke.Ld Hea r] , a t SE: 7 1885,5', one of' ~:he Il10s'c. i mpressive risings I
have s c cn anywher ev- suppos ed t.o c Los e do wn '\ ,y i~; but One .c an ' t verify
t .hi s 'ty 3 t ::,r.dinG cnvche '0a~1k p e ering ' in. :::r~, 1,'/2,3 weari.n g we Ll.Lng'tons , so we
a t t cmp be d to err t i.c e .her- in, but as tile wa t e r- i s }~. f .dee p we. didn't succeed.
A r eturn vis it, :1.:.:1 dry conditio!:',s , 'vvith vlc.:'.; --s'".it$ ; migh t no t be was t.ed •

. i, short d.i.s t.a nc e upstrea m f"J:'om ~h(; .I' i, j :V~[; , · j~), a cliff on the '1~r side of
the dry riv::;r beds we if'ound vt h a e a v s ~: ;' in Ra venswyke iPark'" ) mentioned by Hayes
in ~lce 'B r i tish Caver ' as k nown to L ...ce 2.s as 'i ";Un e Mou'th .:.. an obvious 4'
diD,me t er circu lar e rrtr-ance 1 5 : abov .; -che .'C j.v e ....' b ,:~d. 'I'lri.s vJ'a s dry , and was
en -cere d wi.fh. ent hus..uasn. L.ftc r 30'~ 0~_'cll1),s i2c3 i;} and passage size· decreased

. cona i.dorab Ly _. t h e c a v e rc Lc s cd t u C~ ~.:I ho6.cli::g, 2cE G. tlie party exited, feet
· f'Lr-s t r "Pl'dlv p ur-su ed 'ny' " '"1''''''' [ : '' and ·'-c c·t l' l '· CO ') l'C' ''r-, .L u . IJ ~ C..l._ ,. .~ l..:...L 1::J v !~ I. c _ .,-_ ': . o!- <:'.... c.~ ..!. ...... J .:. ....) ......~ ;. ...... .t ll ,. "

I :'Js l-' , :::.: t i cn of a l l t h e v",L'.e.Ys and gorge .s .o::"'Ghis area would doubtless
· r eveal some nore ,snle,ll - o.- . lQ2~.s2r _. caves, .Inspe c t a.on of the many smal l old

quar- r-i.e s vir:.ich do t t:Cle I an(l3 cop 8 might a lso. p rove i'rui tfu l - Padmooz- Caves
are i n such a q....larr y" Recerrt Ly T was on a Geolo gy f'Lo.Ld trip i n the Scarborough
area , and vv-;-:~s en.gaged i n mapp irig ti1.e ou tcrop of t h e C'olite (- li.m e s tone) around
Hack ncs s ~ only -f OlD:' ;;::, l os f'r -om Scar-box-ough., I n p Laces minor- s o l u t i onal features
were abvi.ot:s., 3.:::2.d i n Sil]/QO Quarry ' (N. Go R o ::::8958317 ' - r eached by a cart track
from the h "'';jjle t of SiJ:pho , ~ mi .l..e N of H:..WkL'3 33; ~';h[; ~ 'o ld quar r y ' shown on
·t he 1" map) fDl...'rld 2 . s r::a:p . cave :- h e r e r.::;:f' erro,"', t o / \vi';~h charac ter i s t i c
or i gina J.i t y ;. a s Si1rh o.;Q·:.l2..}-,'r:1 C:.v e ,o rr-!l.C C[,",1'8 :::.p:xl:-c:n.tly consists of a low
Fadm oor·-t yp e passag8.,'per·haps5·~ vlide , Q:_:chencumberedwit h clay banks and

fallen s la".Js o Accessib le l ength proved to b e 's. mere 10 1 , but from this
point (i.n theligh-c of a c a I"}Jide lamp which V18.8,,,-i. 0 t h e t ime emi t t ing an
bXY;,or car'boxy"-ace tyleTle t;:lpe fiaffi e ,' ·ha v :L."J..[( b een f uelled wi t h lemonade

inS t ,3o..d oi water :. wh i c h was not, a va i J.able =i.,):.~[d l:l ) at l e ast 15 1 of continuing
pass a ge CO l-lId 08 se.eno T1No or t:Yc8C h ')ut's of s 2:Ga":ja t ±on , with crowbar, trowel,
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Smeltmill Beck_Cave - A problem answered, and some that are not.

,;. reading "Smeltmill Beck Cave - a few problems" in the MSG newsletter
for January 1970, in a summary of the sinks feeding the cave, one comes
to the following:

"the sinks along the plateau south-east of Smeltmill Beck - including
quite a reasonable stream sink behind the Transport Cafe. It can fairly
safely be said that these do not enter the cave".

- in the light of recent wor k I must re',Tite the last sentence of the
above quote, omitting the "not". A new inlet was found some months a go by
Graham and Pete Holloway, on the r. of the streamv.ray proceeding upstream.
In their description (neither of them having b een in the cave before) they
mislocated this as being 300' upstreillfi of Cairn Chamber (having misidentified
Cairn Chamber, as a bend in the passage 250' downstream of its actual position,
and despite the f act that Cairn Chamb er is notable both for its na ture as a
chamber, and in its possession of a large and obvious o::d.:ml). Initially it
was hypothesised that the new inlet might be a 'short cut' to the Cascade
'l'raverse area.

However , on the 16th of Mar ch , an evening t r i p hy Graham and P.FR saw
the passage surveyed. The true position is exactly 50' upstream of Cairn
Chamber, in the r. wa l l - a narrow rift running back parallel to the s treamway
(Le. south-eastward), beyond Cairn Chambe r cor n er , and ru:'ning "off the edge"
of the survey. The passage is at first a narrow cr-avr'L, wi t h the s tream in a
very narrow fissure 4'-5' below the accessible section. The floor then steps
up , and one crawls along in the stream, over a nicely goured boulder, to t he
abrupt t ermination of the passage in a sump. Crouching in the 3' deep wa ter ,
one can f eel a very low continuation at floor level, not of negotiable size.
This point is 150' from the main streamv.ray.

The qu-s t ron arises, where does the inlet s tream come from? The sinks
behind the Transport Cafe pr ov i de the only answer - the passage has crossed
under Smeltmill Beck, and cannot be derived from there. The passage does show
fairly good development, but pe r hap s not as much a s mi gh t have b e en expected
considering the amount of wa t er and the distance to the sinks. The sudden
sump jng is rather a surprise - one mi ght have expected (or feared), considering

-t he nature of the other pa r t s of the cave, quite a few hundred feet of small
twi s t ing va dose streamway in the inlet.

What prospects of extension does S.B.C. still hold? The possible final
figure of .10,000' of passage suggested in the 1970 newsletter is s till a long
way off - passage gained total now stands at c.6,400'.
Prospects r emaining are :

(a) Shrimp Inlet - a constriction (mostly stal., but lump-hammer resistant
stal.) needs chemical assistance to enable its r emoval. Beyond, crawlablc
passage continues - wh er e to? There could be a considerable length of passage
here, probably "tight and nasty".
(b) Halloween Series - the f ar end of Handwrecker. - The "proDising" r, branch
proved to close down to nothing. The 1. branch, however, has been thoroughly

looked at only once, by Colin (who has now doubtle ss forgo tten all about it)
- so perhaps this could do wi t h another inspection, and survey ? There ~

a draught coming from somewhere round here. The sink is some di s t ill1ce away.
Thin waterproof cavers may enjoy this, especially ones who haven't been

before.
(c) The High level Inlet in the Rift - (" where exactly is it ? I've never
b e en able to find it") - FFR, 1970 news Le t t er , I still haven't found it.
( d) New Passages in the Ducks - now appear somewhat unlikely - the main
route t hr ough v.ras checked by Graham and FFR on the recent visit, and nothing
found. The apparent" side passage" on the survey isn't - it is mere l y a cross
joint.

So our own S~B.C.,friend-of-long-standing, still pro~ices more passage,
but it wi l l not be found ea s i l y . The old days of wa lki ng miles along open

s tr'eamways are gone - but the remaining 3,600' may f all to r esolute hard
men in the Group. Wh er e are they?
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