
'Ir.i.s is a. ~enujne s pec i.men of' that r :::.1.'e and oas t occas r ona.L of occaaaona.L
';' .1.ihli.:.:a.tion~' , t h e I.:S~ NEWSttT1ER. Its fur:.,-:ose is s t :co.i[):1ti'orr:ard, to ini'orm the
s ca ttez-ed tribe of mo Idywa rj.s and fringe moLdywaz-ps .wha't each other have been
<iolll,g, er a t Leas t what zep or t s have filtel 'cd b ack to the a c ting sccretary,

G:caha ra Stcvens , the official Hen S ec, and holder of t he grcat crocbar
of office, r....'3..S b een absent from t he helm of the Group for a 'jrear new, all-Tied
to a SG.0.1y uncaverncpho Ious di::d;rict of Spain by his "l"10r1-:. Howevcr-, from the
10th December 1978 he (and. famil~r) wi ll be back in, Lii dcU esb r ough .

Tne ycar has scen no spectacuJar ESG discover i es of any gr-cat size :"
we ar e s t i l l awaiting a folJ ow-up to Clii'f Force . However-, there have b een a
fair number- of trips , and a lot of useful r.o rk done. Another ferr non ths , and
p erhaps one or two mor e sizeable caves found, and JOTTJ&\.L '12:r'T wi.Ll, b e on the
slipl,ay .

So, wha t has happened warpwi.se in the last y ear or so?

In the I:orthern lliles.
In SY!A.I ;;<;DALE several new caves, none of any great size, have b een

found in ar-eas which we thought vie had prettJ' well covered. previous1y:-
S-':AIESill.t; CAVE, at Keld, Via s r'ea.Lly a b it too obvious. 'J:11-:;re are t ...;o

en tranc es at t he foot of the clii'f on the north side of' the S-.-,ale , one on
ea ch s.ide of the foo tbr ddge by wh i ch t.~e Pennine ~hy crosses the river.
'I'he entrances must have been seen by hundr-eds of p a s s er s by, but no repol~t

of' wha t lay v:i t !1in has ever filtered back to us. 'Ibtal passage Length
b e t ..·.-ee n the entrances waa c.f50 ' , vlith a choke haJi' ilay along 1-!h i c h could
b e see n over but no t passed bodily - digging wou .Id soon alter this, if it
was thought wo r-thwhd.Le ,

EbST GilL POT vrus listed in the old ' Pennine Under-ground" , but coulC.
no t b e f ound when the area wa s checked ever f'o.r 'Eor thern C2.ves'. However',
3. fz-cah browse aIong the shakeho Les high on t he east f'Lank of the Gill
reveaI cd a grassy hole wi th a slight ti..'1kle of falling v'a t er beLow, A
brief excavataon showed the grass y floor to be resting on r-ust.ing t-in ahee ts ,
covering a de ep hole . Exp J.oration l'r oved this to be t he mi s Gins j-o tho Le,
and survey r evealed t he depth to be exac t.ly t l-:.e quo ted c1.ep t.'l1. , 96'. Tl:e
"boulder choke" rerorted as term:i..!".ating the ho Lc turned out to b e the 'L1.'3 1~1

Fcbb l e floor, !"~ r.Dpe of extens ion.
E.AST GIIL CAVE yielded a l i ttle more p a s s a ge , A despcrat e and optiiJistic

d.ig at the dovrbs t .ream Limdt - a 10\'1 graveEly bedding, resulted i n 25' of
unp Leas arr t cons tricted ]?rogress, but no hope beyond that , However- a. .
p revtious Iy unno ticed dry inlet led off the top of a 10 t aven a little
f'ur t ..her- back up stream, and this -";ra.5 for ced for 70' , to a s quee ze l eading
back into the e rrt rance passa.ge of the cave only a few feet froo oz.;',rlight .

IOVERGIT.L STI:rK GAVE also yielded a c oup l e of' short ex'tensions ,
gaLned basica.lly by the pz-operia i,ty of' Arthur Cbampion to ascend vertical
or overhanging wa lli , aided by miscellaneous me t a Ll.Lc hardware . Beaz-pd,t
Series contained a verjT·tight 15 ' p i tch . Totallensth new s tu:rf 'l 50 ' or so.

S;!INNERGIIL RESURGENCE CAVS in East Gill bricfl~r rai "cd our hopes'I of gc i;; t ing into something big. T'ne southernmost of th.e three r i s i ngs , :"
bringing wa ter from S....linnergill Sinks over a mi l e avray, :Ls from a beddirig

I in solid r'oclo into wh i c h the 'writer (pride) forced his way , Inside it
opened into a mor e sizeable crarzl, and ended at a choke after 40' - judcied.
to be very near the surf'ace , Several days were sperrt on a dig to try and
ge t i n f rom the aurf'ace , into a continuation of the cave , but all the



expen -i ture of effort proved frui tless. Ar-thur mangled his hand ',',-1. i:h a
croYibe..:c ana, had to be rushed to !fu\':es for .'3ti tchang u1:->, "I!hich :;;roved a
b:::.icf c.iversion.

In S'fOGKDAIE i','e made a. couple of f::i...r>..ds. RO',"'.;}T1!'E3 HZA CLVZ, near
t Le wes t end of Row Fot HOles (a long lirie of rocky shakes end s tnaLl, sanka,
':;:i th a ff ',", sma.L), holes, nothing mor-e than 25' long or deep) was rzi.de open, .
'\ GL' of rift l'3.SS:::l.Gc, roooy in par-ts with sorae smaL), formations.
G:..T.U,.J:?:;Y GIIL CAVE was firs t entered by a v,arE in 1969 - one snovry morning
StuD.rt Hodgson Y.ras induced to enter, '!/i 'th :0r omi s es of hundr-eds of feet
of paasage , He retreated cold and dripping, observing fha t it ended in
2. b Iank v.a .Ll, 10' in. Howevez- by Septembez- 1578, doubtless due to the
high rate of solution of Limes tone by Swa Ieda.Ie rra ter, it had e Inar-ged
to a 10':! a i.r-spao e we t crawL, which Richar-d Gibson nobly forced througl;
a squeeze ana over a tottering boulder z-uckLe into mor-e roomy p2.Ssabe.
Cn the second, su:cvey trip the boulder rucl:le caused some nasty moments-,
however; a second entrance was dug out a little further ups tz-eau v:hich
avoids the entrance grovel end the choke. Total Length c.200'.

Fur-ther north, a long wa.Ik on the no r-thern f'Lanks of Cro::s :?ell
revealed a fen little caves but no thang of any length at all. The
Errington brothers and Consett contingent have been busy in the
Nor-thern Northern Dalcs as .....rel1, their nos t notable ache i vemerrt being
their d i&.;.-ing out 170' of choked passage in their dig in Stanhope
Dene , proof that once you really start digging it .b ecome s ps:,rchologic!?l1,y
im}ossible to stop.

At :2Lt:m:m.::illE UJlms the Ca verns remain inViOJ2~te , desp i tc 5 trenuous
efforts. The Late.rs t of these have invoivcd descending an old shaf' t; 200'
deep , but all in vain.

Back in 1'Tearclale, SliTIEU1llID CL'SUC-H POT was f'ound, with the aid of
a local f'arner-, and wa s 30' deep and 60' long, Geoff Tryon being "Ghe sole
ex.r.:;lorer/stLrveyor, th~ only one tobra.ve the presence of a very deceased
sheep.

III Derb~jsl1ire.

Several evening trips from Sheffield have been nade to weI'L knOVJIl

P eak District caves. I:'E:P.P..YFOOT CAVE provi ded a fev/ hours of excess ave'Iy
nruddy and constricted entertairunent, and P8 one of those t-rips, of'110
grea t consequence, which is thoroughly enjoyable at the t ime as we.Ll, as
afte~.ards - a superb little cave.

The only useful 'project' which has 'been carried out in Derbyshare
has been the thorough i...'1Spection and surveyang of Bp.IG~'!TGAm GAVE, near
J,i8otlock. A maze of solutional rifts (reminiscent of Devis Hole), tilted
through 30° leads down to a series of slanting bedding chambers, ending
in sand and mud chokes. There are some [ ;00 0. formations in parts, and
smoked inscriiitioJ:JS left by t'owd man - several . in the 1700's and one
of 1536 - at first this \'13.S thought to be a. forgery, but on closer
inspection it seems that it may be authentic. Total length of the cave is
1,0£0' and depth 80'.

In South Yorkshire.
HERHE liILL CAVE. at Maltby, a cave which has the virtues of being

only 15 minutes drive from Sheffield, being situate only a fevr yards
from a fish and chip shop, and being completeJ,y dry, has z-eceaved a
few visits. SUndry digs and thrutching episodes have added perhaps another
150' to the previous length of 400'. The cave has been sadly vandalised
and defaced by local kids, and. noises have been made to the appropriat.e
bodies about conserving it, but as yet nothing has been done.



r--------------- ;; - ----------- -,.

Ca ~l1c Isle of Skye.
At Autumn half terra Arthur Chanp.i.ori, John and. r.;a.sgic :r'lc':.'itt and the

:=:':J,o.crs s !xmt a week at Broadi'ord, and mana ged quite a bit of usef'uL caving,
nes?i te the damp wea ther ,

'r:.?JTtE CAVE, a sink opened by the GrafJpian S.G., above 'l'orrin, was
~us::ec. for another 60', to give a total length of 80'. Claustral'hobic
througr.cut , BEll-1-T F1'J DUBP..AIOH CAVE Vias visited and ti1.e recent GSG ExtensIon
surveyed; and about 100' more plssage found as weLl, - total length now 575' •
.7-..:st C~;l~osi te the top entrance of Uamh Sgeinne, Ar-thur- forced his v:ay into
a 9" jagged bedding whach disgorges a small stream - IET'm.RBOZ CAVE. Th;i..s
02..-"e 60 ' of low pas s a ge . In V_AFSY HEAD CAVE the boulder ruckle squeeze at
the end. of the high level pasaage from Chantry Chamber (which had even
re·c,ellec. Graham Stevens) was r ·assed by both Art.htU~ and. John, but only gave
ano~her 35' of cave, to final-looking chokes.

The bes t find. of all came right at the end of our time on Skye.
I~ Jurassic Limes tone, remote from civilisa.tion, and vzi.de open and awaiting
us, we sttimbled on the ALLT f[A. I-'..'\.JRTE CAVE, an open' s i.nk ,

~1.e stream ~oes dO\~l in boulders at the bottom of a large rocky shL~e,

and a low level passage nearby rOLL~c~ a cou}le of corners and chokes. up
:"n tr.e side of the shake a larger gallery Lower's to a short craw'L, ana. then
~'1. 18' :pitch into a big (by Skye s tandards ) chamber-, Descending passages re~;ain
'the stream, and dm',TIS tream are two chambers wi,th really good f'orrna tions, the
"test on Skye. The streamway ends too low, but there are var-ious oxbows and
!-,i ~h levels, whach haven't b een pz-operIy looked at as yet. Total length must
be over 500', although not all of this has b een surveyed.

Further GO\'J1.1. the hillside, in the Jimestone gorse of' the Allt na Pairte,
......~s 7!IT.D CAT CAVE, a bedding vri, th bones and pawpr-arrts , 60' long, and the
very aqueous resurgence, only uns umped by our digging, 40' long.

Sketch Pl'3.ll of Allt na Pairte Co.ves
(from survey, but not to exact scale)
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·J Ol"Rl.' iAL NlliE - is still available! Ql\1LT 50p+ 17p postage.
The ideal Christmas present for your friends and neighbours, jammed

with new exploratior..s, surveys and interesting articles. Hea.rrie Beck Cave
and Pot, Cliff Force Cave, pots on Great Dun Fell, Aylebu.rn Mine Cave,
Flushiemere·and HudgilIburn Mines, and more •••••• available from Chris
Langthorne or Pete Ryder (addresses overpage).

-------------------------------------
NEW YEAR 79. Are you coming to Winterings for the traditional celebretion?
Round about the New Year we should have three or four Northern Dales trips,
contact CL, PFR or GS for details. Join the SPEARHEAD wresting S:&::RE~

from the BOWElS of MO'ffiER NAT(JRE etc.



Sheffield 666729

. Sheffield 584182

now at Mvumi Hospfta.L, Ps OvDodoaa., T/U·YZAlUA.

301 Upperthorpe, Sheffield ss
22 Nether Edge Road, Sheffield.

1 '!he ROYT, Spark Eric-ce, Greenodd, Grange over Sands, Cumbria.

Jolm Carver,

Arthur Champion.

Chris Chiltern.

-\, .

_Moldywarp-:'Address List Autumn 1979.
The below people have mostly been on more than one MSG trip during the

year, others are moldywarps of long standing so they couldn't really be omitted.

Teeside!Darlington/Northallerton.

John Dale. -7 2 Hampden Street, South Bank.. Cil.eveland.

Stuart & Jan Hodgson, 37 Cockpit Hill, Brompton, Nortballerton, N.Yories.

Chris Iangthorne. 17 Hurrtez-shaw Way, I.ongf'ield lane, Dar-Lington, D'ton 5E5745
Graham Stevens. 4 Kingston Ave., AckJam, Middlesbrough, Cleveland. lI'bro 83052

Sheffield area.

Pete Allison,

Sheffield 336392

Sheffield 669388

Sheffield 350927

Ruth Ellis. now at I.S.H., 229 ce, Portland se., London W1:N 5HD

Richard Gibson. 2 Sherwood Ave., Bcawsby, Doncaster-,

Tom j.iegar..y I 49 Waller Rd., Sheffield s6

Pete & EJ.aine Ryder-, 147 Heavygate sa., Sheffield S10 1~F

Geoff TT"Jon, 1 6 Little Common lane, Sheffield S11 • .

Austin lfTatson. 11 Eyam Rd , , Sheffield 810

Consett • .

Dave Errington.

Kei th Errington.

Barry Hunt. (Rev)

295 Durham Rd; Eo.1. Consett, Co , Durham.

3 Clarence Cdns , , B'lackhd.Ll., Consett.

Church House, Aynsley Tee. Conse trt ,

Consett 505435

Else~':here

Dave Atkings (cottage warden) 5 Larchwood Grove, DunderLand, Sunder-Land 226161

John &: j~aggie Flev!itt, 39 Oakfield, P.yde ':',"ood , VfC:y' J]·TG, surrey.

Alan HoImes , 13 Station Close, Riding Mill, l·Yortlu.unberland. Riding Mill 41+3

Roger 3: Eelen Cooper. 10 r!oodk i r k Close, VTedgewooa. Farm, T1.U1Stall,
Stoke on Trent. Stoke on Trent 85183

Keviri So Iman, 12. Tavis':wll1k Rd , , Jesmond, Newcastle.

- ' Les Eov!e. 24 ' Thornley Close, Broompar'k, Durham •
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---.. - - ...:. _OCIIC.-

~""-----'"

.".':


