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The Moldywarps Speleolosical Group. G -STEVENS ,

he 1. S.Ge. was formed in the autumn of 1966, by the mutual consent:
of several parties, all sharing a common interest in speleology.
The especial interest of the Group is in the caves and potholes of Swaledales
and further north -~ an area so often wriitten off as being of little
consequence ("contains a few isolated caves") - by authorities on
speleology. In recent years many new caves have been discovered in this
region, and it is one of the few areas in the British Isles where the
entrances to unexplored cave systems lie open, awaiting discovery, without
the tedious proceedings of digging deep shafts, or remcving tons of rock
with hish explosive.

The name of the Group must demand a little explanation, as to its
derivation. The temm ‘loldv\‘arp’ is from Yorkshire dialect, and refers to
a mole. In this context it was used in a derogatory fashion on the
pioneer speleologists of some sixty years ago.

The expeditions of the Group recorded in this first report are,
with one exception, to caves in Swaledales This is purely colncn.dental
and futurae meets will be at caves in other parts of the area-'
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The Role of Geoleozy in the Detection and Bxploration of Caves
S A T s

in thc Northern Dales.

All major caves, with thc cxception of short sca-worn caves, shallow "caves"
behind waterfalls, and man-made mines, under:round quarries ctce, are formed in
limcstone strata, by the solution action of watcr charsed wiith various acids,
principally carbonic, derived from atmospheric carbon dioxidc. Other acids are
derived from the peat and soil throush which the water passes before rcaching
the limestonc. ]

The famous caves and notholes of the Three Peaks area, in western Yorlshire,
arc formed in the Great Scar Limcstonc, in nlacos over 600' thick. In Svaledale,
and the arcas further north, the senlogical position is somewhat different, with
no such sreat develomcnt of limestonce The major limestone of the Northern Dalcs
is zeolozically younger than the Great Scar Limestone, and occurs in the so-called
'"Yoredale Series', a succession of alternatin: shales, sandstones and limestones.
The major limestone is lmovm as %he Main Limestone, and though rarely 100' thick
(av 80'), contains many interesting cave systemse _

In Swaledale ané further north the Main Limestone zencrally outcrops at an
altitude of 1000' -~ 1700' on the valley sides, of'ten forming a prominent scar
or crag, e.ge Whitcliffe Scar, near Richmond. Generally there is a pkateau above
the scar, with short turf, and often develonment of typical limestone features
such as shake holes, and clints-and-grykes. lMany streams, flowing from the high
moorlands, sink ofl reachins the limestone, and appear azain at its foot.

These streams occupy caves in the limestone on their cubterranean courses, and
these caves may be entersd at the sinlz, or at the resurgence, or occasionaly by
dry entrances now forsalken by the streams Crackpot Cave in Swaledale (see report)
is an exzmple of the last type, with the actual resurgence of the stream now
being impenetrable due to recent rock falls, but a small faissure nearby leading,
at length, into the strcam passaze. Examnles of caves entered at their stream's

resurgence are Elph Cleuzh, in ¥Weardzle, and Jack Scar, in Teesdale. Blue John Hole

in Birkdale, in Uoper Swaledale, is a strcam passa-e entered at the sinke

" Not all caves in the limestone owe their orizin entirely to flowing water.
4% a time when the limestone strata lay below the water table, circulating water
dissolved out tunncls alons jolnts, and planes of weakness in the rock. This is
knowm as Phreatic develo ment. At a later date, when the iater table fell %o a
lover level, running water often utilised, and modified, these phreat ic passages.
The tem Vadosc develooment s applicd to this action, often secondary. Some
phreatically devcloned caves have never beeon
modificd by vadose zction. In many caves,
however, both forms of action have nlayed
a part, and this can be¢ secn in the cross-

section of the siream passage (sec diazram) Phreatic
- a roughly circulzr phrezitic tube with a tube'
deep trench cut alon; its floor by later
stream action. Passaes of this form are
prominent in wmany caves, notably TJacl: Scar.

Running water seems %to have played
little part in the formation of some cavces .
in the area considered, notably some cross-
Joiat systems, with ramifications of Stream-cut
Passacs, wany interconncering. These were {Vadosc)
developed phreaticslly alon: sets of joints trench

in the limestone, runnin- rou-hly at ri-ht
anzles to cach other. 4 1Jood example of such
a system is seen ia Mol-ing Hurth, in Upper
Teesdale. 4 small stream in this cave has apparently caused little modifieations
AnoFhhreross-joint systaa, ¥hitcliffe Scar Caves, shows no indication of over
boin s vooupied by 2 cébironma
Various geolosical featurcs, if corrcctly recommised, can help in the
detection of unlmnowm caves, or cxicusions of known oucs. Dry nassarses, of typical
stream-passa.c sc@bion may indicate a former strcam which has now migrated to a
Lower level. Ilizh shnfisy or avens, in the roof of 2 stream passaze, or 'active!
@ve, may conucct ith udoer levels, now deserted by the stbreame
Io cove~hunting, a geolo;ical ma) should be used to find the position of the
Hain Limestone, as it is herc that most caves will be found. The Underscts
Limestone, a silicoous bed some 20' - 30' thiclk, occurs beclow the Main Lincs tone,
and may also fom a scarp foiture. Caves are found in this bed, but are not




Geological lMaps of the Dales are somewhat hard to obtain, excecpt the
i" 'Alston shect', rigcently re-printed, and covering Upperfleardalc and part of
Tecsdale. For other arcus, the most rccent map ¢f a uscful scalc (1") obtainable,
and then usually only in Refcrence librarics, is about one hundred years old,
hand paintcd, and often very inaccuratc. ‘

Geology is tho foromost of the many scicnces inseparable from Speleolcepy,
and zcolozical knowlecdge is ossential for the caver whosc ambitiong rise higher
than the mere following of previously explorcd, mapped and documentcd cave
systcmse
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Reports of Expeditions. }

Expedition to Kisdon and Fast Gill Caves, Keld. 29+ 10. 66

Kisdon Caves

The half-collapsed mine level entrance, which leads into Kisdon Cave,
was found in a hollow bechind a pgrassed over minc heap, just Ne. of the
Keld - Crackprot Hall track, -some 200 yards to the Fe of thc prominent barm
on the east flank of the Fast Gill valley. The Grid Reference given in
'Pennine Underground' (895.012) indicates a site to the west of East Gille
The correct Reference is 899.012. The actual entrance is a small hole leading
dovn into the mine level, beside a silver birch tree.

One slides dovm this hole into knec-deep vater, in a lead level
rumning Ne Low cavc entrances on either side of the level were found after
what seemed much more than the 100' given in 'P.Us.'. On the re (E.) side of
the level, beforc the cave entrance w@s reached, there is an impressive
stalagmitic growth on the wall of the lcvel, composed of bright orange mud.

The entrance on the rohand side (B.) was eontered first, and led over
boulders into a low chamber with 'Earby Pothole Club 1957 1962' carved on the
wall, A crawl over a dry sandy floor lcads into a second small chamber, then
a long climb up a sandé slope into a larger clamber, c.20' high. A hole on the
wall hl;h on thce 1. was examined, and proved %o lead into & 4ight muddy crawl,
which was not forced. On the re a larger opening leads into a fourth chamber,
with dripstene and small stalactites. From here the cave continued as a
winding muddy passage, o"idcntlj by its cross-scction a former streamway.
Exploration was concluded stherc the passage became so tight that there would
have bcon no room to turn around.

On the l. (W.) of the mine level, one slides down a slopc of jagged
stones under a low arch, then crawls into a large chember, c.8' high, with
no apparcnt practicable continuation. '

Continuing up the mine lcvel, a few yards after the cavc entrances, on
theo 1. a tizht littlc passagc led to the foot of an avon.

The lcad lcvel itsclf continucd for some distance further, in a straight
ling, with tovnrds the cnd, intercsting formations, such as a calcitc icc-like
crust over pools on the floor, and nests of cavec pearlse The level ended where
the roof had armargntly collapscd.

East G111 Cavese

Two caves werce oxplored in East Gill, both on thc We bank rather morc ;
than half a mile above Fast Gill Falls, whcre the strcam Jjoins the River
Swalcs : 1

The first cave cntered, apparcntly not mentioncd in 'P.U.'; has a doublc
cntrance, divided horizontally by a limcstone slab, which one can either
crawl undcr or overs This lcads into a winding crawl, of typical "strecam~passage"
section, which aftcr about 50' drops dovm into a large (c.8' high and w1dc)
passago running roughly parallel with the bank of the Gill, containing a
small strcam. To the r. (upstroam) the passagc continucd for scveral yards
before suddenly cnding, whore the strcam cntered from a narrow fissurc, and
daylight could bc scen from the bank of the Gill through an impassably low
bedding plance

Dowmstream, the passage cnded aftcr three or four yards in a blank
wall, with the strcam vanishing undcr thce wall on the le, and narrow fissurcs
on both sidcs tcrminating at thc bascs of hizh avens.

The sccond cave ¢xplored in Bast Gill, about a hundred yards further
upstrcam, is apparcntly that mentionecd in 'P.T. ', but onc may question whether
both lenzth (225') and gradc (1i.C.) given therc may not be undcrestimated.

The cave is in the form of a cross-Jjoint systome The gencral form of plan
and passage scction arc reminiscent of Moking Hurth, in Tccsdalce

The cnitrancc vassagc, in a promincnt fissurc in the cliff, is a
hands-and-lnccs crawl in mud and watcr. Straight ahcad 1s soon blocked, but
a passagc to the re is hizh cnoush to pemit walking, to a 'T''~junction, wherc
dayliht can be scon throu h a narrow fissurc to the re., and the passage to the
1. continucs for a fev yards casy walling, until a very low passazc caters on
the re, and ui?&l”ht ahcad the clay Floor riscs to rcducc the passage to a flatb
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sidc passagcse

Rcturning to Keld hizsh along the Ee sidc of Bast Gill, scveral sinkholes
werce noticed, onc of which must be Roscbush Pot, mentioned in '‘PuU.!

Party: J.Coopor, NeEdwards, BsPcaurt, S«Pcaurt, P.Robinson, P.Rydcre

SKEICH MAP OF TIHE
EAST GILL AREA.

Bxpedi%iba fb.Craékpot CaVC,'LOVfROﬁh , 12 11. 66.

The cntrance to Crackpot Cave (also knowa as Fairy Hole), is found on
the west side of Summcr Lodge Beck, about a quarbter of a milo south of Summer
Lodge Farm, which is somc two miles south-wcst from Low Row.

Until rccently therc werce two cntrances to the cave, at thc foot of a
limestone cliff, with the strcam from the cave amerging from the scrce below the
cliffe A rccont rock fall has completcly blocked the larger northcrn entrance.
This cntrance, which had been unsafe for somc timec, lcd down. a boulder sippe
into a singlc large caverm, with the strcam flowing across. its floor.
Ramifications of small bcddinz planc passages, many interconnccting, led off
from this cavern, with ong, difficult to find, opening into the stream passago
part of the cave, now rcachcd via the smaller cntrancce

The enirance to the cave is a narrow fissurc, down which onc slides into
a low boulder strevm caverne In the furthest corncr of c¢his a holc betweon
boulders lcads dowm into = flat crawld At the cad of this crawl (only a fow
yards long), onc drops dovm into a somewhat largcer passage on the l. The passage
straisht ahoad from the crawl is blocked affer a short distancce. 'Orze continucs
along a low tunncl, littorcd with boulders, and with occasional changes of
dircction, containing muddy nools througzh which onc must crawl. Aftcr somc
distancc, this passagc opens into a chamber about 6! high, with straw stalactites.
At the far cnd of this chamber, onc dcosccnds a short slopc to tho dovmnstrcam end
of the stream passagce '

To onc's re the strcam vanishcs under a rock wall, to the l. the passago
continucs upstream, and straigzht ahcad across the strcam is the cntrance to
anothcr passasce '

Upstrcam, the strcam can be followred for a considerablc distanco, through
hish and wide caverns, with very finc stalactitc and stalapmitc formations, and
the strecam flowing boncath piles of larse boulders, altcrnating vi th narvower and
lovicr scetions, with thc strcam rushing over a clean limcstonc floore In the
final larpe cavern of this section is 2 caleibte Pillar ininine fManr fn smaf

.
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This opens into a very large cevern, the floor of which is a boulder slope, with
numcrous stalagnitese From the hipghest point of this bouldor floor, onc can climb
down a rather loose slope into a low caverns To the 1. is a muddy passage a few
yards longe To thc re onc cnters another scction of the strecam passage, upstream
of tho sump, similarly dccorated to the scctions further downstream, but somcwhat
lowere The rc-cntry into the strecam passage flatters only to decieve, and after
a short distance the stream {lows from undcr an apparently impenctrablc boulder
slopce 4 small passage opcning on the l. as onc faces the cholco, was followed
for a few yards up a mud slope, to its temination beneath a small aven amongst
loosc boulders. Crowbars lying herc suzgest that attempts are being made to
force a passage.

On the retumm. journcy the party explored the passage opening opposite that
frou which the stream passage was enterced. This was followed by walking for
some distance, until it ended where mud banks met the roof. It is said to be here
that the crawl from the former Ne entrancc enters..

In the parts of the cave necar the dovnstream end of the stream passage
an irrezular dull thumping can be heard, which must be of hydrolozical origin,
above the sound of the rushing water.

The party werc undcrground f{or somc two hourse

Four groups of sinks have beon proved to feed the Crackpot stream, by

water testing with fluorescein etc. Thesc are :-

Whifasido Sinks. N.GeRe 980s 957
Beozy Hill Sinks. NeGeRe 945¢341.
~ Whirley Gill Sinks. NeGeRe 9734934
Woodale Sinkse NeGeRe 994938

An intoresting point to note is that the latter three groups are all on the
Wensleydale side of the surface Wensleydale - Swaledalo watershed.

Of thesc sinks, only Whirley Gill has bcen entered, and explored for some

1,000%. Hooker Gill Sink, of the Whitaside group, (lmown as "Shooting Palacc Pot")
seems a Promising site for a dige

The distance of the sinks from Crackpot Cave, aud the size of the resurging
stream, suggest that if the boulder choke terminating the cave could be passed,
considerablc further lengths of cave passage woculd be accessibles

Party ; GeN.EBdwards, P«B.Peaurt, S.N.Peaurt, V.Perkins, S.Porter, P.Robinson,
P.F. Ryd GTe

Expedition to Jack Scar Cave and Hudeshopc Becks ' 19« 11. 66+

On Hudecshope Beck, a little over a mile above Middleton-in-Tecsdalo, is a
narrow gorge with limcstone cliffs overhanging tho streame. This is Jack Scar,
and thc cave, well known locally, is found on the south sido of the strcam,
opposite an old quarrye. The ecntrance is small, bubt prominently in view, being
some: 15" above the bock, and with the strcam from the cave emerging a fow feet
below it, and forming a small waterfalle

- On entering the cave, aftcr a few yards one comes to a Junctiom, with %the
main passage beading away to the 1. and a narrow opening straight ahcade This
opens into a small, roughly circular chamber, at the foot of a hizh aven, with
no othcr oxit.

The main passage continues for some distance with a typical !'key-hole!
cross=section, consisting of a tubular tununcl withh jagged limestone walls,
along which onc scrambles, with a deep and narrow fissure in the floor, in the
depths of which ruis the strkam. A fow yards from the junction iz a sharp turn
to the r., with to the l. daylisht visible throush a narrow passago running back
to the cliff facc. Continuing upstrcam, onc passes bencath some small avens
drizzling water, and then the lower part of the passage widens until ono can
wall in the strcame Gradually the height of the passags diminishes, to around 3%,
and then the passzage suddenly opens into a small but hish chamber; with a dry
gravel bank beside the stream, and names and initials of various datcs carved on
tho wallse From here therc is a choice of $wo routes forward, cither by crawling
on liands and lmcecs beneath the low arch throush which the stroam cnters the
chamber, or by the dryer but much morc tortcus method of climbing tho aven at
tho end of thc chomber, and squcezing through a narrow fissurc, at grave risk
of tearing onc's clothing on sharp limestonec projecctions and fossil corals.

Bnth roubes converse where the strcam passage bends sharply to the l. and again
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of tlie cave, where the stream falls into the narrow rift cutting the passage
floore At the hecad of tii. waterfall the passage turns sharp ro again and opons
after a short distance into a second smoll but high chambers The stream passagc
continues from this is a straisht courso 2s far as one's light can penctrate,
again of 'key-hole'! section,; but so small and ti-ht that reversal from 1% would
have been extremely difficult, and it was deemed unwise to try and force it any

furthere.
In the last chamber one can climb up an aven for some distance, into another

small passage, apparently running directly over the upstrecam passage. This proved
too tight aftcr a few yards.

Towards the upstream ond of the cave a band of fossil coral (Dibunophylluwm)
wag founde The corals have resisted crosion, and remain protruding from tho
Passage walls and roof.

Uppcrs Hudeshope Bocke

After Jack Scar Cave had been explored, two possible caves in Upper
Hudcshope Beck, noted previously by members of the roup, were investigatcde
Both proved disappointing. The first, a small stream passage (natural?), opening



from the levele On the mine tip at the entrance to the level scveral intcrcesting
minerals can be found - uartz (2ood crystals), Fluorspar, Galcna ctce

A short distancc further up Hudeshope Beck, on the cast side, 1s a very
larpe rising from bclow a small cliff. The p4°~Qrc is little over a foot high
and is mostly occupicd by a rushing stream. & few feet in the air space diminishos
even further. In very dry weather (2t thc time of the visit it had been rﬁinimg
for somc +1mo), one mizht bc able to Torce this risin> by crawling on onc's
backe The sizec of the stream sugzests a major eavo, but therec is no sink of
couparable size in Upper Hudeshopes

4 large recof Tfallafter some 200 yards terminated the exploration of the
lead level (lknec-dccp water), beside the ruined house (NeG.R. 942.298) on tho
east sidc of the becks

Expedition to Hard Level Gill Cave. 26« 11. 66.

The entrance to the cave was found on the east bank of the Gill, a few
feet below Hard Level Gill €&¥e Force. The cave is unusual in that it is fommed
in the Undersett Limestone (the only other cave in this horizon in the area is
tho Hope Level Four Fathom Liine Cave, at Stoanhope).

Directly bclow the entrance, ce.3' hi-h an? 2' wide, a small part of the
Gill sials in narrow fiscurss. At the end of the entrance passage, about 10' in,
onc descends a narrov vertical fl“”UTu, c. 10" deeps This fissure continuscs back
under the entrance mssage, where Wator enters from the sink, and immediatly
disappears undcr rocks. Inwards, the fissure, rather tight, 6pens into a small
and low chamber. To the 1. the strcam @ppears apain, flowinz down an impassably
narrow passage, and to the r. is z somewhat larger cthber, with daylisht
entering throush an impassably narrvow fissurc runnincg baclt to the bank of
the Gill. On the far side of this chamber a low opening leads down an earth
slope into a large passage runuing east-west, about 12' wide and 6' high, its
floor much encumbered with larrc boulders. To the re (”Pst} the passaze is soon
silted up, and must connect with the low silted cave in the bank of the GillL
(see plan)e To the 1. the passize divides, onc branch o low bedding plane
cholked with boulders, thc other a small tunnel of 5 size necessitating hands-
and=kneecs crawling alternating with flat crawling, and containing shallow poolse
In wet weather this passaze \nvurently takes a st“edm, flowing into the cave
(eastwards).

Following this small passapc, after some distance rhere is a branch paszage
on the 1. This itself soon bifrucates, straisht ahead being a flat crawl, witin
occasional fissures in the 1 Loor, becoming impr ssably low where 2 stream can be
heard - probably that sinlkin: in the small chamber nearest the enbrancce To ths
re is 2 tight passage, then a narrow chamber, and 2 low passage with water in
a *treanch' alon: its floor but wide clean rock ledges on either side,
eventually Jjoininz the 'stream passaze' in a small chamber. Ths 'steam passage!
can be followed further castiards, past two very Low branches on the re - tho
first lcadinz into a wide but very low passage, becomin: too low, the sccond
blocked by bouldcrs almost immediatly - until a pile of' rubble prevents further
accesss The passage continues in a strai:zht course as far as one's lizht can
penetrate, but too ti ht for projress. ¥

The lay-out of the cave can best be understood with the aid of the
sketch~plan reproduced here, whiciiy, based on memory and a few notes and compass
directions, is in no sense an accuratc survey.

The cave contains uo stalactites, dripstone, or other typical formatiouns.
Nodules of chert have resisted erosion and stand out from the walls as small
blaclish pro jections. Leaves, straw and other debris fpund in the further
reaches sugzest that the cave may be liable to flooding.

The descriptiou of the cave ziven in '"Pennine Undersround" seems very
inadequate. Possibly the zrade (Moderatc) and certainly the lenzth (150’)

given therc are underestimateds The total lenzth of all the passazes in the
cave nmust come to somethinsz over 350'. In the description given it is stated
that the water sinking in the cave reappears in the mine -~ doubtless the

nearby Hard Level, which the marty did not have sufficent time to investigate

Party: J.Cooper, NeEdvaris, Je.Longstaff, B.Peaurt, S.Porter, V.Perkins, P.Ryders -

Party =t Jack Scar : SePocaurt, S.Portor, P.Ryder.
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medition to Swinnergill and Kisdon Caves, 3. 12, 66.

e

The Tirst scction of the party ap-rocched Swinnergill by the Crackpot
Holl troelz from Xeld, on = fine :lorning, with the Upper Swolodale hills under
2 light covering of snow. Swinancrgill flows into the Swale from a spectocular
gorge, with thce only track up tho velley high on its west flank. At the heod of
the gorge, sone helf ¢ ilc upstrern from the Swrle, Eaost Groin joins
Swinnergill, ond the ruins of Swinccrgill lead siicltinge milil steond en the
tonﬁuo of lrnd betweon the twe beclis, A zhort distonce further up Swinnergifl
the strean flows out of ap iowrossive ravine in the vein Linestonc.

Following the st-ccny up, tho »orty found thrc:- sizll coves on the r.
(cmst) bank of the Gill. T were o sscble for some 30', the third
was sonciihat shortor. The rorg soncoaat ot itz hezd, w1tn the strecan
falling intc it ¢z the wateric i nrergill XKirk, The cove of that neone
opene ot the bosc of the clifl on the west side of the foll.

Swinniersill Kirvls enve consists of o gingle wasage, which con be
followed by cuﬂy weliiing for sone é50', whentho passcge suddenly closcs down
to ¢ tight crowl, which c'n bc followed for o £ yarce furthcr until the

c

aur
water necte the roof. The runs in ¢ dircction just wecst of north.
A =201l strooii, probably

]

wet weathc - there is plentiful flood
dcbris in thc cave - runs i: the cove, end 1ls scid to rosurge in EBast Gill,
over o 2ilce further west. is i

the cov  acntioned in 'P.U.' (length 210
gradc E.C.)

On thc west banl of the Gill, sone 30' downstreon fron the woterfoll,
o #ocond erve, not tepticned in 'P.U.', mnd coparently

Lidl

is the entroanco

2 (R
undocuncntad, ( zlthourh o uged £lrantbulbs indiecto o provious
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teminated, the water sinkin: in a debris-choked beddinz plune (thlS stream
presumably also resurzcs in Bast Gill)e Upstream from the point of entry, the
strecam passa;e soon s»lits up, and all three passapes end or become impassably
tiht after a few yards. On the opnosite side of the stream passapge to the point
of entry, a few yards downstrecam, iz 2 small branch passage. This is a very low
sandy crcwl, which turns re and then l., and then ends too low some 25' from tho
stream pzssagze. The stream passage contains some pleasant formations, notably one
caleite ledge frinzed -/ith orange stalactites, in the dowvmstream section of the
stream passazcs

The total lenzth of this cave must be
to su;-est a higher than 'iloderate' srade. To dictinzuish it from the less
intercstiny cave beside the waterfzll, the name 'Swinnerzill Cave' is sugmested.

Returning townrds Keld, the second section of the party were met at the
entrance to Kisdon Cave (fof a full description of which see earlier report).
ALl possibilities of extendins the cave wers checked, and proved somewhat
disappointing. The furthest reachcs of th: cave contained 2 small stream,
emer in> from one impenetrable fissure, and soon disappearing in anothers

] The main passaze, 2 few yards on from where exploration was terminated on

the previous visit, becomes impassably narrow. Various small side passages all
close down vithin a .few yards, with the exccition of that opening hipgh in the
wall of the larsest chomber in this part of 5ie cave (on the east side of the
mine level) This is a very ti:ht and muddy crwl trendin: uphill, which was
forced by S.Peaurt and P.Robinson for a considerable distance, untll it became
so low that the exbraction of an explorer who had bccome wed-ed between the
floor and the roof a few inches above, would have bcen v1rtu311/ impossible.

The aven in the short nassa-¢ openin: off the mine level a little further
in than the two cave entrances was climbed by J.Cooper, and proved to close
dowm to imbenetrable fisszures after some 30'.

The total len th of Kisdon Cave does not seem to come to the 850' quoted
in 'P.U.' (unless perhaps the lensth of the mine level is included), and although
in the further reaches extremely muddy, and with a roof of questionable safecty,
the cave hardly semms to merit a zrade hisher thea 'Difficult', or Jjust possibly
'"Wery Difficult'e.

around 300°',

)

Party (i) Swinner-ill: J.Lon:zstaff, S.Psaurt, C.Robinson, P.Robinson, P.Ryder.
1) Joined at hl don Ca"e' J.Coonc B Pecaurt, V,Perlins, S. Portcr.

ia e o a P ._...h...“.' AL | T e e e e e e —— s

”
-~
\,

1 Lot S

[ m——
o

‘ <
il ‘t ' J S
wedunteogr L : ‘
] v P
i i 7 "‘ - £ g !
S 'm 5oy 1 £ 1
£ i 4 < 1
. el Fage e i
. = Tree — i S i
; ) i R e 3 |
.S ) » - L=
] ! ;-
¢ 5 , - - }
,! ‘.' Y V0 T s e 1 "-1": ) §
i i e " 1 .
il o e
4 oo {
! | ,_. {
i P : ; ; 1
‘! - ‘ < 4 . i
S /‘.\- . K / 1
Y o AR . ¢
L S =S s 20k I i
i - o S5 { i
—— _ ¥ £y L [
7 x | \ H
‘_} 0 - .
- I " - - 4
ST B = =3 £
L. A TRy = - ;
. ‘_' N 3 . ‘: 3} y B \‘ ' i
£ # Q° e A or® -y ;- }
Al = - - 2 ey & v :
J 2 .‘_:‘ . o < - ;
o ,.l"’/v < ol T & - . . M
P = - . . pa - = % ;
- VY e (8 . sz 2
Voay T o 2ty Ol o W ' :
$ 2l Fd 1 1 5
“ Y s Ko ;i 3 b ;
i . Y R F b i E: ;
2 o~ F 9 - i
H LS a St H L £ i
B | = ) <} ] A H
A - - s H ‘
i @ ) .,"{Li : ! \ i
- o SN & : i
' —_ - i 2 F 4 3,
: Fiicm : \
H . \ ; i
i v S \ = F A A
' S S = " > ."; : % N,
i e o & ¢
H s e 3 " g {
i L i 1 . SN \
‘ - Thae . :.?; \ i . s b i
<1 . 2f W =N i .
CR “ ) Mo g S i

and there is no difTiculty



cave $irL Lyoo.
That makes people crawl into holes in the ground, to cmerge several

hours later covercd in mud, dripping wet, yet insisting that they had enjoyed
it? Out of curiousity I Joined the Moldywarps o a cavin: expodition to find
oute ; )

i The clothes you wear should be the oldest you can find, unless you have a
boiler suit. You cannot lool. clesant when potholing, but it hardly matters
as you cannot see anything for more than a few feet most of the time. The
caves werc situated in lovely countryside, and the particular ones we went down
were near Keld. Therc was a layer of snow which outlined the crags an d hollows
of the hills and the sun shone brichtly as we made our way up the hillside to
Swinnergill. There werc scveral holes in the hillside which were possible
passageways. The procedure is that one of the zroup crawls into onc of the
holes to scc if it "goes". If it does we all follow. The hole was decidedly
forbidding, and as thc others disappeared one by one I began to chungo my
mind, but the only alternative beinz sittins in the snow by myself for the
next few hours awd watching nizht fall, I went dowm anyway. It was much
waxmer wderzround, as the temperature stas coustant all the year round (or

so I vas told), so that it wam in the winter, and cool in the summers
Once underpround your eyzs beconc coussomed bo the dark and your

imncdiate surroundings being only dimly ii-ibeds There arce many tunnels,

some so low and marrow that you hardly have room to move along them, then
suddenly opening out into lar;e caverns, wiih the roof hizh above. There are
tunnels leading from hedes in rock faces, tunnels from gaping holes in the floor,
tunnels you think you cannot vossibly squeeze down, but manage to somchow.

One comforting thou;ht is that if you manaze to pet into an awkward position,

you can somehow contrive to set out of it.

There arc three important points to remember while crawling underground,
to lkecep your heil low so as not to knock yourself out on the roof, to
carefully watch the boots of the person in front, and not to kiclk too hard
with your ovm feet lest you injure the person behind you.

The caves contain fascinatings formations, stalactites and stalazmites
of all sizes, souc forming columns between floor and roof. In some places %Lhe
floor is strewn with crystals. It did not seem that we were undercround
for long, but the actual time was several hours. I had not suffoered from
claustrophobia, the roof had not fallen in, and I had enjoyed caving much
better than I had imagined I woulde

——
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