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Tho M.8.·G. \78 S formed i n the autumn of 1966, by the mutual consent.
of several parties, all sha r-i.ng a common interest in speleology.
The especial interest of the Group is in the caves and potholes of SWaledalo
and further nor-th. - an area so often \"rri'vten off as beinG of little
consequence (" contain.,,; a few iSDla ted caves") - by authorities on.
speleology. In recent years ma ny ne' .' caves have been discovered in this
region, a nd it is one of the f ee:: areas in the British Isl es where the
entrances to unexp'l.ored cav e sys t ens lie open, aYiaitinG discovery, ....zi.t hout
the tediou[; prooeed i.ngs of digging deep shafts, or r-encvIng tons of r-ock
Hith high explosive.

The name of the Group must aemand a little e)~lanation, as to its
derdva t Lon, The t erm 'rJoIdyriTarp' is from Yorkshire dialect, and refers to
a mole. In this context it was used in a d erogabory fashion on the
pioneer speleologis ts of some sixty years ago.

The expeditions of the Group r-ecor-ded in this first report. are)
wi.th one exception, to caves in SwaLeda Le , This is purely coincidental,
and f'utur-o meets Hill be a t caves in other parts of the area.
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Phr- ea t i c
f tub e I

Stream-cut
(Vadoso)
trench

.-!!~e--B.'.?~9 of Gco~op:y in the Det ection and TIxplornti onof Cnves,
in t h e Nor thern Dales._.._-----

All ma jor- cav es, wi th t he exc ep t ion of short sea-worn c av cs , shallow "ca v os "

bchi.nd wa t crf'a LL s , and ma n-m ad o mines, und cr- vr-ound qua r-rd.e s cb c, , arc form ed in
limestone strat~l, by the s olution a ct Lon of wat or- char.',cd '.:i t h various acids,
principally ca r-bon i.c , deriv ed f'r-om a t mosphe r i c oa r bon dioxid e. Other a c i ds 'arc
d or-rv od from t he peat a nd s oil throu [:h whi ch the Via t er p.:lSSCS before r-ca ch'ing
the limest one. .

The famous caves a nd p ot ho Les of't hc Three Peaks area, in wes t er n Yorl:shire,
a r e f o rmed in t h e Great Scar Limeston e, in :J13 c es ov er 600' thicb In Sva Leda Le ,
and t ho areas further north, the ,~~ e ol os:icJ. l pos i, tion is somewha t different, with
no such 3r ea t d ovo Lopnc rrb of limes 'Gone. The ma jor limestone of the North ern De Lcs
i s :3. c ol o.~ica lly yo unge r- t han ';jh e Great Scar Limeston e, a nd occurs in the so-rolled
' Yoredale Seri es', a s uqCGs sion of a lte rnat in2 shn lcs , s a ndst on es a nd limeston es.

Th e major lime s t on e i s ltno...n DS '~he Iilo. in Idmcs t on e , a nd t hough rerel y 100' bh.i ck
(a '! 80' ) , con t a i n s many int erGstin :"~ cave syst ems.

In Si'iQledol o a na f urther north the Mai.n Limestone ,3Gnc ro.l l y outcrops a t 2n
altitud e of 1000' - 1700' on the vall ey sid es, often formin g D. promtn ont scar
or crag, e. 8 ' Yn1itc~.iffo Scar, ri ea r Ri.cbmond. Gen erally there is .J. pbteau DboVG'
the scar, wi.th short turf, a nd of t en developmen t of t ypical limestone f eatures
s uch 3 S s hake h oles , and clints-nnd-[';r'j lccs. Many streams, f'Lowi.n g f rom the high
moorla nds, sink oft reachin ~,;, the Limcsc one , a nd appca r a z;pin a t its f oot .
Th es e st reams occupy ca ves in t he Lirnestone on their cubb er-raneo n couz-so s , and
those roves may b e ent c r-ed a t th e sin!:, or .'1 t the r esurgence, or oc oas i.onaLy by
dry en t ra nc es now f'o rsn kcn by the S'c:cc1m. Orackpob Cav e in Sv.aLed a Le (see report)
i s a n exc mpLe o f bh o Las t t y pe, ~: Jit h the actual r esur.e;ence of t he stream now
be i.ng i mp enetrable du o to r-ec cn t rock f a l l s , but .:1 s mall f'ns s ur-e n earby l ea dine;s
ri 'b Le ngbh , i nto the s t roam pa s save , BJOm91 es of ca v es e nter ed a t their st r eam IS
r esurgonc e a r c Blph Cleu,7p, in "([cd rcl ::: 1e , a nd J <lclc SCQr, Ln Te cs dale. Blue J ohn. Hol e
in Birkc1ale, i n U~)per SwaLeda Le, is [l st:~Gam }?assn ,:'e ent er-ed a t the sink.

, Not all ca v ee in the l:Lmest one owe t h eir ori.:~in entir ely to f'Lovri.ng Ha ter.
:it a time when the limeston e s t::u '(;2. l a y b oLov. the wa t er table, circulatinr; wat er-
dLs s oLv ed ou t bun n c Ls aLon j joints, a nd ;?LJ.n lJs of woakn es's in the rock. This is
known a s P hr-eo t Lc d cv e Lomcnt , J~ t a La t e r da te , when the i .B '(;sr ta ble fell to D

1 0Y/er l evel, r-unrri.ng wa te r o f ten util is ed, a nd modi f ied , th es e phr-ea t ie pa s sages ,
1'he t e rm Va do s c d ev o'l opmon t ~ s a p pl i.cd to t hi s o c t Lon , oft en s econda r y. Some
phr oi':d;ically d ev cLopcd ca v os have n ov ez- been
modifi ed by vado ao v. c bi.on , I n H1 J. ny ro ves,
ho~ev 0r, bo t h form s of action ro ve play ed
a part , a nd this c3. n be s e en i n the c r oss­
section of bhe s t r-eam pa s sege ( SCG di.arram)
- Cl roughly ci. r'cu.Ic r- phr-ce t Lo tube pi th a
deep trench CU'C a Lon it s fl oor by l at er
s t r oam a c t i on . Pas s aves of 'ch i s f o rm a r e
prom i nen t in ma ny cav es, u ota bLy .Ta ol; Scar.

Running \ "lD.t er s eems 7:;0 11£1vEJ ;:-> layec1
little port i n t he f'ozmat i.on of s ome roves
i n the a rea consid e ~e d, no tably s ome cros s ­
j oi~t systems , ~~~h ramificati ons of
}XI s sa ;:,!:-:s , 1:1Dny Ln t cr-conn ocr t ng. Thes e liIC:CC

d ev elop ed ph r-oa U ce lly a Lon . s ets of j oints
i n t he limest one, runnin':: r-o uv hl.y 0. 1; ri ~ht

a n :;lc s t o oa eh cbher-, 1.1 ,10od oxamp l,e of' such
a syso en i s s een i n Molri.ng Hur-th , i n Upper­
Teesdalo• •; sma Ll, et r-eam i n t :lis CClV 0 has :l?rn r cl Jt;l y ca us ed l i tt le mod.i.f'Lc e t i.o n,
J\ not-hbrcr os s-joi n 'l; sys t on , ":{l1i 'cclif .fc Scar Cav ca, shrn;,rs no inn:i,..09.t~_Qn of: ev or

b o .tu ,:: u u u up·i.c.;1 boy Q. .c tJ~-C~ l:l ...

Vario us z:co l a::,i ro l f'cc t U Y'CS , i f co r rect l y r eco ,,:n i sGc1 , can he Lp in the
d ct ect Lon of unknown O'lV OS, or cxtcue i.ons of kn own on es. Dr;>' ·'x l S S 3. ro eS , of t y nical• _ ~ ._ J.:

s t r0'.1m -p3SS.':l;,',G GccStion may Lndi.ca t o .:1 forme r s t roam whi.oh ha s nO\1 migr ::l ted to [\
Lowoi- Lev oL. lI iJh sli:.:iftsr,J or Dv ens , i n the ro of of D s t ro£\m p~lssa ::,o , or ' a ctive'
Cflve , may COI1l Jcct \ 'i t h uy) cr l (::v (;ls , non dcs61'to(1 by t he stTo,J.m.

I n co v c-·hunt i n ,:' .:I a [';00 1 0; i('..D. l J;['l~) sl10uld be used to f ine] th e; ) os i t:lon of t he
lI::lill L i!!lcst o~(;t a s i'b i s ~lGrC' t ha t "los t; Cf.1vcs ',d.l l be found . The Unc1ers ctt
LiJ:lcston c, a silicoo us bed s ome 20' - 3 0 ' t hicl:, occUrs bc 1 uJ the l'iIain Lir:ic; s t on o,
and ln D ~; , t180 f o n 1 a sc:.lr"~) f o,) tu r c. C,IVOS aro found in 'i; hi s bed, but [11'0 not
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Gooloeic-3l Ilaps of tho Dales a r e somewha f hard to obcaan, except tho
1" '1l1ston sheet', rGccntly rc-printed, and cO"lo:-,inc; Uppcrwca rda Lc a nd part of'
Tccs·dalo. For other arcu s , the rno s t r ecent map of' a usoful sco Lc (i") obtainable,
a nd th en usua Ll.y oril y i n Ref erenc e Ldbra rd.os , is about one hundred YCQ r s oLd,
hand pa Lnt cd , a nd of t en v ery Lnaocurc t o,

Gc oloSY is t h o foromost of the many scienc0s inse~lroblc from Spcleolc~y,

a nd :3c ol a ,;::i ca l knowLodgc is oss on t La L for the rover whose ambit ion s rise hiBh cr
t l~n the mere followin g of previously explored, mappe d a~d docum ent ed C1ve
sys terns.

Block Di8. e:ram of Co bypi.ce L Dales hillside
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Reports of Expcd i.t Lonu,

E:x:pedit~on to Kisdon and East Gill Caves I Keld.

Risdon Cave.

29. 10. 66.

I~'
I

The l~lf-collapsed ~ine level entrance l ~TIich leads into Kisdon Cave,
was found in a ho l.l ow behind a 2::rBssed ov cr- mine heap, just N. of the
Keld - Crackpot. Hall track, 'some 200 yards to the R. of the prominent barn
on the east flank of the East: Gill valley. 'lZ"le Grid Reference given in:
'Pennine Underground' (895.012) indicat es a sitG to the west of East Gill.

The correct Reference is 899.012. The a c t ua l entrance is a small hole leading
dm7t1 into the min e level, beside a silver birch tree.

One slides down this hole into kne e-d eep " la ter, in a lead level
runnin g N. L01ii cav e entranc es on either side nf the level '::ere found aft er
what seemed much marc t han the 100' given in 'Po U. '. On the '1'. (E.) side of
the level, before the cave en t r a nc e -,-.'8.S reached, there is an impressive
stalagmitic growb h. on the ',,-all of the l evel, composed of bright ora nge mud,

The entrance on thc r.hand side (E.) ~~ s e nt er ed first, and led over
boulders into a 10"\".' chamber wi.t h 'Earby Pothole Club 1957 19621 carved on the
1i~11. A cra~l over a dry sandy floor leads into a second small chamber, then
a long climb up a sandl slope into a l arGer chambe r-, c. 20' high. A hole on the
wall hi .:3h on the 1. \"la's examined, and proved to lead Ln to ,» 'eight muddy crau1,
wlrioh wa s not forced. On the r. a larger openin,::S leads into a fourth chsmbcr-,
with dripstcnc and small stalactites. From here the cav e cont-inued as a
wi.nd.ing muddy passage, ev id cn tly by its cr-os a-e ocb i.on a former stream..."ay.
Explora tion ...ia s concluded \7h er e the pas sa go became so tight tha t there woul.d
have bean no room to turn around.

On the 1. (N.) of the nin0 level, onc slides donn a slope of jagged
stones under a Low arch, then crawl,s into a Lar-go chambcr-, c.8' high, with
no apparent prc cb i.cabl,c continuation. .

Con t Lnu'i.ng up the mine level, a fow yards aft er the cav o entrances, on
tho 1. a ti ~1t little paSS8. S C led to the foot of an avon.

The l oad 1 cvol itself continued for some distance further, in a straight
lino, with to'\;'lrds the cnd , interest ing forrna tions, such as a calcite ice-like
crust ov er pools on the f Loo r-, and nests of cave pearls. The level ended wher-e
the :coof had a r ;')arqntly collapsed.

East Gill Cavcso

Two caves were explored in East Gill, both on the W. bauk rather more
than half a mi.Lo above East Gi l l Falls, whe r e the stream joins the River
Swal.c,

The first cave entered, apparently not mcnti.ontd in IP. U. ':; has a doubl.o
entrance, di.vi.c cd horizontally by a limestone s Lab , which one can either
crawl und cr- or over. This leads i nto a -::i ndi n[!; crcwl., of' typical "stream-passago"
section, whi.ch after a bo ut 50 1 drops down into a large (c.8 1 high and wi de)
passage runrri.ng roughly parallel ':;i th t he bank of the Gill, containing a
3:;]a11 stream. To the r. (upstream) the passage continued for sev er a l yards
before sudd on.Lv endin c: ~ wh er e the stream en t er ed f r om a narrow' fissure, and
dayLi.ght; co uld b e see n f r-on the bank of the Gill through an impassably 10..t
bcdd.i.n g plane.

no...vns t r-carn, the pa s sage end ed a f t er three or four ya rds in a bl.ank
Y,~11, wi.t h the s t r-cam va nishing under the waLl, on the 1., and nar-row fissures
on both sid es t crrrri.na tin g a t the bases of hi ::;h av ons ,

The s econd cav e c:cpl orod in Eas.t Gill, abou t a hundred yards further
upstream, is a ppar-cn t Ly t ha t mentioned i n 'p~ U. " but one may question wnct hcr­
both lcn,-::th (225') and 2rad c (ri.C.) gi ven there may not be underestimat ed.

The cav e i s in 'che f'orrn of a cross-joint sys t om- Th e general form of ~lan.

and passage section arc remi ni s cen.t of };Iokin ,s Hur t h, in 'I'co sd a Lc-
The cnt r a n c c pas sa .::r, 0 , in a pr-omi.n on t fiss ure in the cliff, is a

handa-e nd-dm c cs ora v.L in mud a nd ','la t er . Strai:) 1t a hea d is soon b.l.ockod , but
a pas sa g e to the r. is h.i gh on cujh to pcrrn.i. t '.lalldn2: , to a. 'T'-junction, whore
dayli ,:;ht ca n be s een t hr-ouIi Cl nar-row f'Ls s ur-o t o the 1", and the passa ge to the
1. c ont i.nu co f or a 1'0'.': ya rds ea s y ,cliJ. lld. ll ,~ , until a v ery la',', pas sa go ent eJ::'iJ on
t he r . , and s t r a i (,,;h t a hca d t h e c'l.a y f loo r rises to r ed uc e t he pa s sa gc to a flat
.... ~__ .._ , m :~~ ... ~ -_'""' ... ... , ~ ..:1 .(.l _~ _ _ ~ . ~ ._ ...... ..:1 .., ....,,': 1 ..... ..1 ...... .(.lJ- ...., _..... ~ , ·...i.~ . ... +& _ ..__ -I:l ........... .l.. m\..... ~ ...... ~ .... _ . . ~~ ,....
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s ide pas sa gc s ,
Rot urn i.n > t o Keld h i oh a Lon z t h o E. sic1 c of Ea s t Gill, scvcraL sinkholos

were; no tri ccd , ~ne of wl1i c h' -'mus t b~ Ro sebush Pot, mentioned in 'Po U. '

Party: J.Coopor, N.Ed,mrcJs, B.Peaurt, S.Pcaurt, P.Robinson, P.Ryder.

I
. i
,

SIOOCli MAP OF THE
EAST GILL ARBA.
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l

n~cditj.on t o Crackpot Cave 1 Lo \,; Row.
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1L~ 11. 66.

Tho entrance to Ore ckpot Cave ( als o known a s Fairy Holo), is found on
th·::, wes t sid e of S ummer Lodgo Bec k , abou t a quar-tor- of a milo south of Sunmer
Lod ge Fa zm, 'which is some t wo mi les s ou t h-west from Low' Row.

Until r ec ently t here YfCrC two cn t ra ncos t o the cav e , at the f oot of a
Ltimos t on o cliff , wi.bh the st r eam from t he cav e cncr-gi.ng from the s c reo below the
cliff. A rec en t r eel: f all ha s cornp'Lc t c.l.y b.Io ckod the l argc:"1 northern cnt r an ce,
This entrance , whi.ch bad been unsa f' o fo r some time, l od down, a bould er sippo
into a s i n gl,o l a r g e cav ern, wi.t h the s tream f'Lowi.ng a c ross . i t ::; f l oor .
Rami f i cations of smal l bcddin.3 plane pas sagcs , many Lnb er-connoc t dng, l ed off'
from t his ca v ern, wi.t h on c j diffi cu lt t o f ind , opening int o t he s t ream pa s sa go
part of tho ca v e, now r-eached via the smaLLe r- on t ra no c,

Th e cnr r a nc c t o the cave is a na r 'rov. fi ::;sura, down whi ch on e slides into
a Low bould er strewn cav crn - I n t he furthest co r ner oi' chis a ho le between
boulders l ea ds down i n t o ;:. f la t cr~f"-il: .At t;110 end of this crawl, (only a i e«
yards l ong), one drops do wn into a sornowha t larg er pas sag c on t he 1. Tho pa s sa go
st ra i ::;ht ahead f rom t h o cr awl, is bLockcd after a shor t distance. 'Onc continues
a long a l ow t unne l .• li t t ar ed v;i t h boul ders , a nd 'Ji th o cc a s i.ona L changes of
d i. r-c cb.i on., con t a Lrri. n g muddy ~')ools bhr-ough whi ch on o mus t c rawl. Aft er some
distancc, 'l; r..:i s passage op ens into a cha mbo r- a bou t 61 high , wi.th s t r avr stala c t i tes .
At t he fa r end of this cha mber, one d es c ends a short s lope to tho downs t r oam c nd
of bh o s t r ea m p,sssa8c. .

To ono 's r . the s tream va nishes under a ro ck wel1 1 , to t hc 10 the paas a g o
co nt i nues ups t r-carn, a nd straiJht ahead a cross t h e s t r ca rn i s the on t ranco to
another pa s saoc-

L. ' _ '

Upst r eam, the s trcan can be fo llcr:red fo r &. cona i.do ro blc c1 ista nee , t hrough
hi ,·!Jl and wi.d c cav c rns , Yli th very fin: s t a La ct Lt o and s tu lac;mite f'orma t Lons , a nd
the s tream f'Lo-rin g bo noc th :'ilcs of l ar-:;c bo nLd Gt'S , a Lt crna t:i.n~ ':.6. t h nar-rov.cr- and
Lovrc r- s ccti.ons , wi.t h the st ':"C[ll;l rus bit ~ :3 ov er a oLo an Lirncab on c f loor. I n thc
finul l ar!,;c c uv orn of this s ection is '.1 oa Lo.it c i:rLlJ"'1'" ini n oi n er f'1()n11 i : " , ..,..., ,, .p
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Thi s opens i n t o D. very la r;~o ccv cr n , t he f l oo r of wh.ich is a boulder al.opo, wi t ,h
numerous s tab i]ni t cs. From thc highes t ' point of thin bo ulder floor, on o can climb
d own D. ra ther loose: s l ope i nt o i.l 10Yl cavern. To t he 1 . is a muddy paa sag c a few
ya rds Long , To t h e r. on e on ters another sec t i on of the stream pa s sago, upstream
of tho s ump , _ s imil ,)r ly dccor a ted to t he se c t i ons f ur t he r downstream, but somewhat
lower. The r o-ent r y into the s t r ea m pas sa ge fl~tters only to clecieve, and after
a s hor t di s tance the stream I' Lows from under a n a ppa r ent l y i lJlpenetrnblc boulder
slope . 1~ sma l l pa s sa go opcll~_n <~ on the 1. os one f aces t ho choke, Y13. S f'ol.l.owod
for a few ya r ds up 3 mud s lope , t o it s t ermina tion beneath a smaLL av en amongst
loos e bo ul.dcrn . Cr-owbo rs l yine; ·hero s u28est bha t at tem pt s are being made to
forc e a passage.

On tho rot urn journ ey t h e p:ir ty expl or'ed the pa s sage opond.ng opposite that
from which tho s t r-eam pa s sa g c wa s entered. This was f'oLl.owod by wa.Lkirig for
some d Ls ba nc o , unt i l i t ended wher-e mud banks met the roof. It is said to be here
t ill t the cr-awl from the f or mer N. entranc e ent e r s .

I n the pa r-t s of t he cnv e nea r t h e do wns t r-eam end of the stream pass ago
an i rreJ ular cl ul.L thumpin g con be hoa rd , whi ch must be of hyd roLogi.ca 'L origin,
a bove t he sound of the r-ushf.ng Y/a t el".

The party "'''rc undc r-gro und for s ome two hours.

'T .* 1.

Four gro ups of sinks hav o bean prov ed t o' f eed the Crackpot stream, by
~ate~ t es ting, Y-ath fl uoros cc i n et c . Th os e are :-

Whita s iuo Sinl~s. N.G.Re 980~ 957.
Boozy Hi l l Sinles. N.G.Re 945.9'41.
Yrnirlcy cm, Sinks. N. G. R. 973.93 1.,..
Woodale Sinks. If..G.11. 994.938.

,An intoresting p oi nt to not e is tha t the La t t er- three groups a r c all on tho
Wensleyda le s ide of t he s ur f ace Wensleydale - Svalcdalo .mtershoa.
Of thes e s i.riks , on ly TIhi r ley Gill has be en cnt er-cd, and explored for some
1, oo Ot. Hooke r Gill Sink, o f bhe \711ita s ide gro up, (I mown as "Shooting Pa.Laco Pot")
s e ems a pr-orn.i s i.ng s ite f or a die;.
Tho di.eba no o of the einks from Crackpot Cave, a ud the size of the resurging
stream, s ugges t that if t h e boulder choke ten ni '1a t i ng bho cav e could be passed,
considerablo furt her lengths of ca v o, pas sag e wcul.d be a c ces s i bl e e

Pa rty j G. N.Ed\-,ards , Ps BsPea ur-t , S. N.Pea LU~t, V.Perkins, S.Porter, P.Robinson,
P. F. Ryder..

E:>'-11co i t io n to J-ack Scar CaVe a nd HUd eshopo Beck.

On Hud cs h opc Beck, D. l ittle over a mile a bove :Mida l e t on- in -Tee sda l o, i s a
nar-row 80rge wi.bh limeston e clif fs ov cr-han gi.ng tho s t r eam. This is J a ck Scar,
a nd t hc cav e , wel l known l ocal ly .. i s f ound on t he s outh. s I d 0 of the stream,
oppos ite an old qua r ry'. The ent rance is smaLl., but promi nen tly i n Vi G" , being
s ome 15 t above t he beck, and wi t h the s t r-oam from the cave en:'.:;rv.ng a few f eet
below it, a nd f'o rrni.n g a sma ll wate r fa l l ..

, On ant erinG the cave, af't cr- a few ya r ds one comes to a junctiol1;, wi t h J~ hO"

main passage be:hc1in3 away to t ho 1 . a nd a na r-r-ow opening straight ahead. This
opens i nt o a small, rou3~l1y circula r d umber, a t t he fo ot of a hi,3h aven , yli th
no other oxi-":;.•

Tho main JXl.SS8. e;e contLnuca f or SOfI1CJ d.i.s t a n ce 'wi t h a typical I key-hole'
cros s - s ecti on , conais t Lng of a t ub ular 'cun l1?l \,1 th ja gged limeston e wa'Ll.s ,
a lo ng whi ch ono scrambles , with a dee p and na r-row f issure i n t he floor, in t he
d epths of vrhi.oh rLt'lG t he s t ream. 1l. fOYI ya r ds from t he junc t i on i s Do sha rp t urn
t o the 1". , wi.t h to t h e 1. dayli ;:ht visible; throu,:;h a na r-row pa s sa go r unndn g ba ck
to t ho clif f fa cc , Contin ui n ;:.: upst ream, one pa s s cs be noa t h some smal l av ons
driz 2li n8 v/at er, a nd then t h o Lower- pa rt of t he pas sago wi dons until ono ca n
yvo. l k i n ":; he s t .r- cam, Gr aduall y t he hc i.ght of' t ho p3ssa e;0 diminis h es, to ar-o und y "
a nd then the pas aa go audd onI y opens i nt o Cl smal l but hi ,Sh chamber, with a dry
s ravel . bank be sid e t h e s trepl:I:; and names and i nitials of va r ious dates cazv ed o n
tho wal l s . From her e ther e i s a choi ce of' :\iVIO routes f'o rwa r-d, ei ther by crawlin.c
on hands a nd kn cc a ben ea th the l ow arch t hro ugh whi.ch the s t r-oam en ters the
ohambcr, o r b;,' t hc dr ycr bu t much mo r c t ort cus metbod of ctimbi ns t he av en a t
the cn d of the chambcr-, and fJqucez in! ~ throup;h a r1[\1'ro',:1 fissure, at s r av o risk
of iica 1'i ns ono ' [J clothing on s ha r p l i mes t on e ~)ro;je ctiotls a nd fo ss i l C01'8.1s.

nn t h rn ui;ns ~~wurrye whor-e t he stream '!Ji'lGSa f( e bends s ha r-pl.y to the L, and 82ai n
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Skotch :hfap· of
.Tacl;: Scar Cave.

of che cav e , whe-re the stream f'a Ll.s into the nar-row rift cut t Lng the passage
floor. At tho hoad of tl:._ yratcrfo.ll the passage turns sharp ro 8.gnin and opens
after' a short dLssa noc into a second small but high chamber. Tho stream: paaaag c
continues from this is a straisht courso as far ns one's light can penetrate,
again of 'key-hole! section, but so small a nd ti::-,ht t ha t reversal from it would
have been extranely difficult, nnd it was deemed uuwiso to trj and force it any
further.

In the Las t chamber- one C8n climb up an aven for some distance, into another
small passage, apparently r-unrri ng directly over the ups tz-cam pas sa ge, This proved
too tight after Cl fc,,' yards.

Tov;ards t hc upstream end of tho oav o a: band of fossil coral (Dibunophylloo)
wa s found. The corals have resisted erosion, and remain pr-o t r-udi.ng from tho
pas sag o walls and roof.

Uppe r Hnd oaho pe Bc ok.
----lli't0i0; 'ck sC;X: Cave Lod been cxpl.or-cd , t wo possible cav cs in Upper

Hud c ahopo Book, noted previously by members of' the ,T o uP, Vlere invcstisuted.
Both proved (lisappoil1t in[~ . The first, ::l sm a l.l, strC3TT! pas s age (rot ureL1) ~ op ond.ng



from t he l evel. On t h e rn Lno t ip ~ t t h e cn t r-an.cc to t h e l evel several Lnt c r-cs t i.ng
nti ncrn.l, o C8n be ' I'oun d - lu3rt ~ (.300 d c r-ys t a Ls ) 1 Pl.uor-s par-, Gal e n:1 et c •

.::l short d.i.sta n cc i' urt h cr- up Ilud eehop c Be c k, on tho oa s b s id e , i s a v er y
I nrr::o riGin,:::; f rom below 0. smaLl. cliff. The P::lSSrl 3 C is littlc over Cl foot hi[~h,

a na is mos t ly occupie d by ') r-ua h i.ng s tr -oorn- , ~~ f ('u f eet in t he ~:lir Sp3 CC diminishos
eve n, further. In v er y dr y woa t hcr- ( 9.t t h e time of the vi s i t it ba d been ra i.n .ing
for s ome timc) , on e mi ,-:ht he; a bl e to f orc e this :d s i n,: by crcwLi.ng on ono ' 5

back, The size of t ho stream S U[T, ::~cs t s !l ma j or cave, .b ut there i s no sink of
compa r a blc size in Upper Hud eshopes :

~ l ars e rc0f f3 11af ter s ome 200 yard s ter.ninat ed the explora t i on of t ho
l ead l evel (lme e-d cc'p w:l t er ) , besid e t h e r uined ho use (.N.G.:=t. 942.298) on t h o
east sid e of t4~ beck.

Bxpedi Hon to Hard LcvGl Gill Cave. 26. 11. 66.

The en tran c e t o t ile c:r J IJ \f'1 S f ound on the cas t bo nk of t ho Gill, a f m-,
fect be l ow' Ha r d Level Gi l l ~ Fo r-ce- The ro v e i s unu sual i n t In t i t is fo rmed
in the Und er-s et f L'imcs t on o (t he only o th ,)r ,C::1V e in this h or-Lz on in the area i s
tho Hope Lev el Fo ur Fathom l,~ir:: e CDVC, El t ~3 t -,nhope ) .

Directly be Low the cnc ranc e , c. 3' hi: l"]. :::n ': 2' wi.do, D. s1;1·311 P-J.rt of th e
Gill s i.nks i n nar-row f'Lssuros, Ilt t h e end of' ' t h e en t ran c e p3sS'3 8 e , a bou t 10' i n,
ono des cend s a na r-row vert i cal f iss ure , c. 10' deep . This fis sure conb i.nuea ba c k
und er t he on t z-anc e rr.s s8ifc , wher-e u:~ tc: r ente rs f rom the sink, a nd Lmn cdi.a t Ly
di sappoor-s unde r r ocks. ImT__n~j s, the fi s sur e, rn t h e r ti~ht, ope ns into 8. s mn11 ,
a nd 10'.'i c harnbcr-, To the: 1. [;116 s t :"'G.J.m ~~p oa rs Cl ,Tlin , flo\vi ne; down o n :impo.s s ::i.bly
narro~ pnssQ8e , and to the r . i s ~ sOQe~h~ t 1~r0er cl~mber, \nth dayliGht
entering t hrc ugh on i r,lIYls s :1bly no r-r o w f issure runnins ba ck to t ho ba n k of
the Gill. On the f o r s i.de o f t his d u mber ~ l ow opening Lead s down an eart h
slope i nto ' :l l iJ. Y.I!e pas so gc r-umri.ng ea at - wes t , a bout 12' wi d e and 6' high, its
floor much en c umbe r-ed wi.t h In r,;~~ c bould ers. To the r. (,",est) t h e pa s sa ge i s so on
s;i.lt ed up, a nd mus t conne ct wi.t.h the: 10Y, silted cave in t he bank of t he Gil:;'
(SC G plm::l) . T o thc 1. the 'p:''1SS;,i:,',e divides , on o bro nch 0 Low bcd d i.ng phne
choked ',lU ll. boul der s , t h e othor n smal l t un nel of Cl s izo ne cessi ta t i ng hclna s ­
an d -ekn ees cra w.l.Lng 3. ltGrml t in ~£ ';;·i t h. f la t cr-awLt.ng , a nd 'contnin i nz a ha Ll.ow pools.
In wet v ca t hor- t his p::tSS3 ,"';C .:\ pyc r en t l y t3h:es a s br-eam, f' Lowi.ng into t he O:1V O

( ea s t""iards) •
Follo·.;in;.-; t his smu Ll, r:\?1SS'l [~C , a f t er s ome d i.s t ancc <he re i s a branch pa s sage

on the 1. This i t s elf' soon bi.r' r-uce t es , s trcli;:ht ahead bei.ng a fla t; cravl., wi t.h
occas Lona L f i s s ur e s i n the floor, b e conri.ng ir::lp:: s se bLy low whor-e a s t r-oam ca n be
h oard - pr oba bly tb.':lt s l n ld.n. i n t h e sma Ll, chambe r n ea r-es t t he ent r-a nc e, To t L'J
r. is a t ight pas sa g o , t hcn. ,1 na r-row cha mbe r-, a nd a 10\"; pa saagc wit h wa t er i n
a t trench' a Lon v i t s f loor but wiClo o.L oc n rod: I Gt:; s es on either s ide ,
ev ent ually j ai nin:': the' s t r-eam pa s sa C:je ' Ln a 8:;):).11 cha mber. ThG 'st ;~c,-,m p.i as a ge '
ca n be f'011 0'.70d f'u rth or- e.vsbv.a rd s , pas t t wo ve ry l ow b ra uches on tho r. - t ho " !

f i rs t l e Cl din ;::- i nt o 0. ':iid r; but very 10'01 lX1 S S :).f~0 ) be comi.n; t oo low, bho s econ d
bl ock ed by boulde rs a lmos t .inrn cdLa t Ly - until 0. pi l e of r ubb l .e prev ent s f urther
a cc ess . Th e passago oon t Lnu os i n a s trni :) 'lt co ur s e 3 5 fa r as one ' s li:::ht ca n
penetra te , bu t to o t i ; ht for pr o:,;r es s .

Th e l a y-out of the cav e can bes t be undc rc boo d wi.t h the o i.d of t h e
ake t ch-cp.l.a n r eproduced he re , y,h .i. O;l , based on -nemor y a nd a fe';; no tes a nd compass
dir ections, i s i ll no s ense a n a c c urc t o survey.

Th e cav e conba i.ns :1() sta Lo ct Lt cs , drri.pab on e , o r o ther t y pi.coL forma tions .
Nodules of cho rb have res i s ted er os i on and stand out from t h e wnL l.s a s smal l
b.LackLa h projectio ns . TJ cav Gs, s t raY;" a na o '(;11er cJebris f p und i n t h e f urt he r
r each e s sU32,est t'::..':1 t t h e C:1V O rany be liublo t o f l oodi n,s.

Th e dcscription of th e CDVO ::;i v en in ''Penni ne Under,::ro und " s e ems v ery
i na d egmto. P os s i bly the ,;sr n de (Hod ero t e) ,:-t nd cert ninly the l en s t h (1 50 1 )

Gi v en there a re undc r cs timo.ted. Th e 'co t a l 1en3:th of a l l t h e pnsSD36S in t h e
cav e must C0111 e t o som othin r,: ovor 350'. In t he doscription .::;iV Cll i t i s sb t eo
t hD t the YlCl'(; Cr sitl l~it1 ,a i n t~le 03'10 rcappe~\ rs i n the mine - doul)'(; l css t h e
nea rby Hard Lev el, which t he ~)[J rt y did not ha v e s uf ficc nt time to investi Ga te ~

Party: J. Coopcr , N. l\d \~,u rl~s , J '.Lons st a f f , B. P caurt, S.Porter, V.PorJdns, P.Ryoer.

P a r t y " t J[i c l ~ ~Jc:)r : S cPc~:L1l~t, S.Port or, P.Rycl (Jr.
m __ . ._ _ ... .... ..... __.L. '-= .... ..l·l~ .. ............. ,-. .. ., ; , ~.-,,1 )""... , _T _ l l _ I~~:l.'-; ,.. rr ~._
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Th e f irst s oc t t on o f the ~; L~:ty r:.p :'.r o ,:,cn<:::d 3winrwreill by the Cr-ackpot;
Hc L 'l t.r- r.ck froD Kohl , on ::-: fin e : JOJ~ i.l. in [": , 1.7i th t he U~) ~'; er SrrD, lc:dc.lo hil l s under-

n l i Ght covcr i.n r; of sriow , SVl i n nc r e:il 1 £ 10':.'5 Ln t o t ho S'."Jc.l c f r-ora a s poc t a c u Lcr­
Gorgo , wLt.h t.ho on l y t r-r.clc up t ho vr.L l oy i1 i G!1 on its ;': 0 8 "1; f l C:1l';: . At the hoad of
tho Go rce , 80 ,10 ;:12.1£ c: :~ i lc U) Gtr c', :', f,:'O ::l t h e 8,',.- 10 , Ec s t Grcin join s
3\'1 i n 1'1C1'5i11, rmd t ho r-u l n s o f Suin::o!'[ill 1 0 :ld ~;:1C-l tinrc :'"i l l s t.'::nd on the .
to!1[.Uc o f . 1 :,-n~tJ.2c t'-. ;.' ccn t h e tr!O b o cks • A :::hort Gist['.~co furthor up Srti rm o1'ei1l
t hc · ~'t rG :C.l",~ :('10\".'8 ' out 0:<: m: L.: ' ~ :::- ~';:;:;ivc r c v Ln o in the i.ic.in LL.:ost onc .

FoLlovri.nr: the: s t ~ C':-~:J up , t h c · : ;~"rty f 'o und t hr r .' 8::1::. 11 c cvc s an the: z ,
( e'-,s t ) b ank o f t ho Gi ll. 1\ !0 ei t;:;.()8 ;~· \-,r r-o ;." 5:3:-.010 for 80:'10 30', the third
\7nS GOL1C·U!1G.t s ;."!or t o r . '~l1 CJ r:OI'r:c ~,,7 i ·:lcl"). S 0o ::'1e ~-.' :lC!.t rrt i t o h ocd , ~l/ i t h the s t r oan
fo.11 ine: t n tc i t C: o the '"'l,~tor ;:C:.l l of S\'!inr:cr c i11 Kir k . T!1o c r.v o o f th2t ncno
op ens et t he b~ sc o f t h e cl i f f on tho vcat s i d e of tho f o.l 1.

S\'/im ';CTr;i ll I( irlr: c r.vo c o n -L ct ':1 of et Ein g l o :.,r. 3 s 2 f,0 , wh Lc h c c n b e
"' ,f0110\'/cd by c C'sy ':!L' E~ in[ f o r GO :',O 6;]0 , whon t h r: P::1S ~}C.Eo s udde n ly e Lo a c z dovrn

to r, t if~ht cr:: ~rJJ., wh Lc h C ' n b e fo l J. O'.'/ C(~ f o r :::. fOr! yc,rc~.s f u r t ho r- u rv t t I tho
wc t c r ncct c the ),,· oof . The PC':' ~;8['l.EO L' U ! ! S i n r. ~} j, 1'cct i on j U 3 t wo c t of nor t h .
A s::][I.l 1 G t,~ (:; C'. L:, ;;:r o o['.b l y l Cci'COl' i n ',Jo t wer.t hor- - thoro i s ,:.l lcn t i f u l fl ood
d o br Lc i n t h e c a v o - r u n n Lrrto t h o CC-,v c , en ( ~ i G G.:-:i d to ;:- C8urco in Ea s t Gill,
ove r ". :·.:i l c fU :i.·t hCl.~ \'I C~t . Th.i ~c; L~ t h e c r;v ::Jcil'c i on od i n tp ..LJ.' (l e n c t h 2 1 0 ' ,
[r~;::':.o E .C.)

On the ~ost b~n~ o f t~e Gi l l, ~O! ~ 30' d~".'nstrcnD fra n t he ~~ torf~ l l ,

. "h r "' n '"' , ~ ~ 0 ' '' ~ - , ,", " . -,n, '.·,,' n ~ " ,. t ....- .,. " ,.,,~ ., j - 0 ' 1--' U' ~' d ~. , '.'\ ~ r·' t 'l --,1 8 L:. . ... l.;.. _ p l,.. .1. (" ~ l. • •,,, ._ . ...... ..L. ... .. ,:~. '~ · ........ Il .H":. _ " .VC , dO 1• • • L"LC.l. C .._.. ; ·~. ; _.t . ~ et , •• n \...~); . ur __ll .)

und ocu n c rrte.a , ( ? 1 th.::u [ l l :":. C c..t:L!l :: !1.( i. U ,:1 C '-:'~ 1 1: ' :.: :"!b '_t J.b s inc~ic ~::.t \ : ~\ f1 rcv i C)u ~

c~~:-:\ J. :J j~" .t t o n ) . Tho on t r-r.n c c i~ S:.1t".l J. , ~D:: l c r/.:~ s i ~lto r, f l ~:~t crr.w'l , vlh i c h :~f t Ci'"
~-, .·. ~ ..... r ..... ..... _ ...~ ,. ~ _ .' ''' '-. (")n ' · .: .-



by \"'.~a l.l(ll1 .!j 'liO a smEll.l. UU U :l .L .:.:.ll o.; ' ~_'''"~V J.. , .. '"v ... ~ v • • _ --. - _ • • • ~. - . _- .r

t (3Iuinat cd, the \"l·:Jt e r ai.n ld.n. i n ,,\ d ebr-i.a- oh oked beddill .:'; pLane (t his stream
p r-esumo bl.y o Ls o r-es ur-j cs in lbst (J:i l l ) . Ups t r-ca m f'rom the :.)oi nt of ent ry, the
s t r-eam pa asa je soon s ;Jlits uP, ond :111 t hr-ee pn:; sa ,:·es e nd or become imp:lssably
ti . ~ht a f'bc r a f' ow y3rc1s. On t h e op:)os i t e sid e of the at rea m pas sa ge to tho po i n t
of entry, a f c-.,; yar-ds downs br-cam, i s '.:1 small brunch [nssage. This is a vc!'":! 1 0\7

sandy crow.l, wlri.cn t urns r. and t hen 1., an d t hen ends too low so me 25' from t ho
s t r-eam pas sa ge , Th e s t r-cam P::' S s:.1 ::~ e contains some p'Icasarrc f orma t i ons, notably one
ca Lo.Lt e v Ledge frin . ~ed ·,;it h or~ll] :~e s bc La ct Lt e s , in the dovms t r-oa m s ecti on of t he
stream pa ssaG e.

The toto 1 l en ~;,t h of t his rove must be :J round 300', and t here is no difi'icul ty
to s u.: ·'.est Cl ~li ::,.hGr t ha n ' i:'iodero. t e' :--ra d e. To d:'-" tin ,uish it from the less

....~... '-- ..-
interGstin .::. cave besid e t he ·:!Clt erfu. l l , t he name 'Sv-,rinner2.ill Cave' is SU!?:Ees t ed.

Returnin2tOy,rr:rds KeLd, the s econd s ection of the pa rty wer-e met at the
entrance t o Kisdon Ca v e (for ::\ f ul l des cr-L p t i.on of wht.c h s ee curlier r eport).
~al possibilities of e xt ondi.n > the cave wer-e checked , a nd proved somewhat
dLsa ppcd.ntLng- The furthes t ::-e3chcs of t he ca v e contained a small s tream,
eme r-:..in ~: f r om one i nlp en et r .:lble f issur e , a nd so on dl.sa ppea r-Lng in an ot her-,

The mai n paasnre , a f ew ye rds on from. ','[her e exploration was be mri.na t ed on
the previous visit, become s Lmpas sa bLy nCl T: :,";{· Var i ous s rna L l, sid e pa s sages a ::' l
close d oi.n -;d.t h i n .) .f' ev, yo r ds , wi.t h t he exc crc i on of' that opening h.i.gh in tho
waLl, of the l o.r.03est chamber- in this part of' ;, !Ol'~ ca ve (on the east sid e of the
mine LoveL) This is a very ti.) lt a n d muddy cr y:...l b r-endi.n> uphill, whi ch was
forced by S.Penu:r1; and PvRobd.ns on f or a c ons i d erable d i s ta nce , until it became

.. so low' tInt the extraction of an expl ore r who ba d become wedred between the
fl oor a nd t he roof a f ew i nches above , would 113v e been v i r t ua l ly i r",?ossible.

The av en in t he short ::10.8 80 " (; opon l.n. off the mine level a little further
i n than t he t~ ·;o o:1 V C ent ro nces wa s climbed by J.Cooper, a nd prov ed to closo
down to impenetrabl e f'Ls surcs afte r some 30'.

The boba L Len t h of Kisdon Cav e does no t s e-m to come to the 850' quoted
in ' P, U.' (unless pe r ha ps t he Lcnrth of t h e mine level i s included), and a ltho ugh
in the further r-ea ch es ex t reme Ly muddy, !;) no wi.th a roof of questionable safet y 1

bhe ca ve hardly s c ans t o mer i t El. J ::-a de hi ,:'.hcr t hs n 'Dif ficult', or j ust possibly
'Very Difficult'.
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. Gave LTJ. I'J. J..'j ;) ,) .--- - _ ._ - ---
IVhnt makes people c rawl i nto hoLes in t h e ,~ ro un.c1 , to cm cr go sev eral

hours l at er cov er-ed i n Dud .. d r i pping \Ve t , y et Lns i.at Lng t ha t t hey had en j oyed
it '? Out of curiousity I j oin ed t ho MoIdywar-ps on a cav i n.; expe dit i on t o f ind
out.

The clot hes you wen" should b e the ol des t y o u can f ind, unless you hav e a
boiler suit. You ca nnot 100L d e;:o.nt when pot ho Ldng , but it hardly na tt ers
as yo u canno t s ce anythin~ f o r more t ha n a f e:..t f oet mos t of t he time. The
caves wer-e s'i t ua t ed i n l ov ely co unt r ysid e, and the pa rt i cular ones \'10 werit d own
v,ore near KeLd, Thcre ·..-0. 8 Cl l ayer of s now whi.ch out Li.ncd t he cro gs a n d hollows
of t he hill s aD(2 t h e s un shone br i fj'l tly .::I S VIr:... mad e our \:a y up t h e hillside to
S\7innergill. There wer-o s eve ra l holes in the hillside whi.ch vrcr-e p os sible
pas sa se\73ys. Th e proced ure is t hat one of t he Er o up crawls into one of the
holes t o s cc 'i f it "[';008 11

• If it do es vre [\1"1 .f'oLl cw. The ho le was decid edly
forbIidding, and as the others df.sa ppea r-ed one by on e I began t o cha nge my
l~ inc1 , but t h e O:1Jy a Lt erna t i.v o bcin ,':. s i t !:. i n ," i n t he snow by myself f or t he
next f'ew hou rs all~l Yi:J. tcbin;:· ni [-:ht f'a Ll , I \"len t c10YiTI a nyway - It was much
warme r und er;:,.ro und, a s t hc b empero t uz-o St."! } S conata rr t a Ll, t he y ea r round (or
so I ·' i3S t .old), so t ha t it rzarm i n the ', ;:i. ;1r.jT ~ and cool i n the summer.

Onc e und cr -zround yo ur eyes b ec ome . ;.>.;':1;"' :; omed t o the da;vk and yo ur
Lmncdi.a te a ur-r-oun d'i.nca b ci rig only d imLy li. ~~ ~lij ed, There a rc many tunnels,
some s o Low an d norrow t ha t yo u harxl .Ly h~1 'J () r o om to mov e a Long than, then
sudd enly opening ou t i n t o 101',::;6 cav orns , vrit h t ho roof hi2h a bov e. Therc a r e
tunnels Lea di.n ., from ho.Le s i n rock f aces, tunn e.L s from Ga pin ~-: halos i n t he floor,
burmeLa you think you cann ot poss i bly squeez e down, but mana ge to somehow.
On e comf'o r-tLn r- 't hou iJ.h i; i s t hat i f yo u rnn nave t o ,';et into an awkward position,
yo u can somehow c on triv e t o ..:':e t out of it.

There are thre e Lrnp or-banb point s t o remem be r ,"mi le crawlin.3 und er-gr-ound ,
to kee p your h erA2 1 0·,'; so a s no t to knock yours elf out on t he roof ~ to
carefully wa t ch 'th e bo ots of the, person in front, a nd not to ld.ck to o hard
wi.bh y our own fe et l es t yo u Ln jur-o the per s on b ehind yo u.

The ca v ca contnin fa s o.inabi.n « f orma t ions , stalactit es and s t n Laam.t cs
of a l l siz es, s ome f orming columns bc t wsen flo or a nd I80f. In some places ',;:;,e
floor is s t r-ewn wi t11 c rys t n Ls , It di.d no t s eem t oo t we wer e under-ground
for l on g, but HlC a cbua L t i me wa s sev eral ho ur s . I had not suffered f r om
claustrophobia, the r oof had not fa l l en in, a nd I hnd enjoyed caving much
better than I had i magin ed I 'Would.
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