This publication can-be deseribed az pariterenort, snd nert-neslctibers
Althoush it concsains brief accounts of 8% activities betwesn Novembsr 968
and April 419369, it is in nc woy a substitule for a Jouvrnal - all MSG werk
in this period will be more rul.ly doalt with io the 1999 Jomnal, wiich should
appear in Decembera

Already this year = before the major variod of cave hunting and finding
in the surmer - we have made one major nizcovery = a very long exbtension of
the Aylebum liine Cave. As this report "zoes o press" exploration is incomplete,
but already about a mile of new passage has becn exnicreds The Avlebura
discovery will not come as news to many wro :cad this Repori = there has beem
some previous, rather uafortunate, publici‘“v. The 1SG Committee here olfer their
apologies for this, and take the oppaortuni%y of asl:inig all clubs %o Dlease
respect our find for the next three or fou:r months un,ll we can finish
exploration and surveying. The Christmas *6) Jourwal, we hope, will ccntein
a full report and survey of the systems

Othcr recent MSG work has resulted in a few mindry finds -« %herc erc a
few small surveys in these pages. The J S's Wlcil Curvey has besn completed,
and should appeaxr in the next Journal. sly valora 34 duss, the cave
system - 1,000' long, will have bcen H 2vyied away, wnlch iz rathcr a piiy.

The second major MSG 'event' of thc ycar co lTar has been fthe acquisition
of a field research centre, the cllmax o’ 11 She eoftage ccmmi.ttec's planse
The c. co have not yct rcleased to the public tuc exnct tivvation of thair
discovery, but a sketch of it appecarz below -
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Those who “7ish %o stay at the centre will PdV a small overnight fce -~ which
. will be slightly 1nchaucd for non-members of the Group. The MSG 'Cave and
Mine Rescarch Centre'is situate within cowfortable wallzZing distance of scveral
of Swaledalcs' morc intercsting cave systoms, and idecally placed for the
MEG's activitics as reczards miles of old mine levele Whilc there will incvitably
be a special amount of attention pzid to Swalecdale caves in the next fow months,
it is hoped that therc will be no relaxation of activities in Gretadale,
Tecsdale, ‘lcardalc, and the .lston and Valc of Eden arcas, where the coming
months may well scc at lcast onc more major discovciy.

In the matter of surveying, 1t has been suggested that the MIG purchase
a Suunto clinometer (of similar design to, and as casy to read as, the Suunto
compass we alrcady possess)e This would cost about £8 odds , bub ¥ 0uld be a
vast improvancent oun our borrowed dbncJ lovcl - cach rcading w1th which #alan
about two minntes. Man T haees -
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boen comncuooiy one of the intenticns in this beins that it will. provide
good surveying prectice for uumbers, being within casy reach of Daxlingten-
Unfinished cave surveys arcHLG, ¥indmorc End, and Ged' Bridge.

Ve are plcascd to welcome scveral new memhers to the Group, and remind
various pcople that subscriptions arc still duce New members arc Leslic
Beevers, John and Janet Arrowsmitih and Joan Fnightg all of whom have
particivated in MSG activitics within the past fow weckse

Contentse

Editorial and Contcntse
The JAyleburn lilne-Cave Extension = a prolimirary rceporte

Reports on recceat MSG activifies, including surveys cof Fash Gill Gave 1,
~ Blizd Gill Eola ond Round Bill Pcbe

'The Continuing Saga of Punchexd?, ncluling a survey of Silver Birch
Pot and 2 skctch map of the arca.

'A Cautionary Tale' ~ a contributiorn wlhich was partly not writ%cn by the
Hons Scce, who nwufortimately had o writc the rest
of this rvweris It wight have been thicker, much
morc rcadat™e and infinitecly more intercsting had
some other mcomber considercd writiug souacthinge
However, this mcans uc=-onc clsc will gei free
copies, which is rrobably 2 good *hing {with the
exception nf courze of the Hone Trcasurer, whoso

brainchilic 4hils 1i%erazy extravaganzan was.

Various illustrations by Mcssrs. Longstaff and Ryders
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THE \YLEBURN MINE C.VE EXTENSION.

: This major discovery was made shortly before this Report 'going to press',
and the follow1ng report must ncccessarily be of a prelln1nary nature, since
‘exploration is wot yet complote.

Background.

The .yleburn Mine Cave was discovered as long ago as 1780, by mincrs
making a 'rise' from ylecburn Level. They entercd a roomy stream passage,
through which flowed water which sinks in the bed of Ayleburn, and rises at
Barhaugh, over 3 miles away and 350' lower. Tius .yleburm is one of the major
hydrological systcms of the Northern Dalcs, and can be compared with Crackpot
and Fairy Hole, Wcardalc.

In 1951 Brian Heys wrotec an article, with survey, in 'Cave Science',

- . describing the cave.as 600' long, ending upstrcam in a boulder rucklc above

a 6' vaterfall, and dowmnstream cnding "at a low wet bedding cave"

‘Later in the 41950's the Durham Cave Club forced a .ay through the boulders
above the waterfall, and cntered a roomy- upstream passage, gradually lowering,
wmtil, after sevcral hundred fect, it became too low - this point cannot be
very far from the main Aylcburn 51nks (Whlch arc not obvious on tho surface).
T At some timc some party found and cxplored .iylcburn Caves, in the north
, bank ef the Burn, near thc sinks. Thesec caves, a few hundred feet in length,

- cannot be far from the.upstrcam cnd of the Mine Cave, but no conncctlon scems
passable.
Thus, until reccntly, the cave, entercd by a vcry dlfflcult 30' climb:

up a rise 580' from the level entrance, a 15' crawl and a lcose 15‘ descent,
. consisted of ce 600" of dovmstream passage, gradually becoming lower and more

.constricted, a long rocemy chamber below the waterfall, and the Durham extonsion
. upstream.

The MSG Extension.

On Easter Monday (7s469) an MG party entered the cave, with %he
avowed intention ef cxamining the downstream cni, of which the exact nmature
could not be detzimined due to conflicting reports from various sources.

Affer proceeding downstrecam, at first walldng, and then scrambling over
fallen blocks ani crawling through water, the "low wet bedding cave" was
.reached - this jis only three or four inches high, but on the 1. is a dry
tube-like crawl, into a very small chamber. From here two vays on presented
themsclves, a bedding planc at roof level, c.3' above the stream, and, at
floor level, a coutinuation of the tube, extremcly tight.

Af'ter about an hour of chipping with the sccretary's geological hammer,
the reof bedding was enlarged enough for Colin Curson. to be inserted - who
proved it to be a decad end. Colin then attempted the continuation of the tube,
and, divestcd of helmet and cell, and aided by physical and vocal cncouragement

. from behind, finally squeczed through into a chamber beyond the squceze, and

this proved to be the break-through which we had wanted.

Beyond the chamber, Colin followed a hands-and-kaces crawl in a gontly
descending passage for an estimated 350', before coming to a sccond squeeze,
this time round a weodged blocke Lacl of timé and companions dictated a return
from hcrc, to Messrs. Langthorne and Ryder, who were sitting happily in a
shallow pool in the tiny chamber on the upstrcam side of the squeeze. Colin
needed assistance to get back through the squecze, and emerged having lost
his trousers, and with wlit rcmained of his wet-suit hanging round his waist
like a pocled baranae Unfortunately no-onc had brought a camerae

Enquirics revealed no evidence of anyonc having passcd the squsezc
before, so it was an optimistic party that returned on Saturday, 19th April,
en a day of finc and scttled weathers Colin had rcturned to university,
but it was hoped that Stuart and Leslic Beevers would fit the squeeze.

Chris Langthorne cscorted them to the squeezo, whilc the secretary, trcasurer,
and Lcslcy Worth sct about surveying along the shakeholes between Ayleburn
. Minc Entrancc, and surveying iAylcburn Caves

The cxploring party managed to pass the squecze = Chris rclurning to
sit in the Burm in the sun ~ and pushed on downstrcam. The second squceze,
from which Colin had returned, was also passed casily. Beyond the hands-and-
knees crawl continued, stcadlly descendung, with occasional small chambders,
cascades and crawls over bouldcrse The passage gradually gets larger, to
c.6' wide and 5 - 12! high. ..\fter a considerable distance the strcamway
suddenly changes character, to an impressive rift passage, up to 6' wide,
and very high (up to 50'). There are deep pools at the right-angled bends



in the passage. There are scveral sizeable side passages, and at one point
a high leovcl ox-bow, an almost circular sandy passage-6* hiph, provides a
by-pass to an impassably tight rift on the strcum. .

The rift scries continucs for scveral hundred yards, before the passage
becomes lower and widcr again, with more fallen rocks and occasional wet
crawls. Eventually tho sump chamber is rcachcd, almost circular, with c.2'
of airspacc above deep still wnter. Stuart cstimated that he had covercd about
a milc from the squcezc, but such cstimates arc difficult to make accurately.

—- T o —— —— e e e e e S o G S et G O

Wo hope that othcr clubs will respect onr new cxtension for a few months,
until exploration, surveying, and scientific work arc completed. i full report
and ‘survey should appcar in due courses : i

It should bec noted that the .iyleburn Minc Cave is now probably the
longest accessible cave in the Northern Dales (and the most-nertherley cave
of any size in the Pennines). It is quite probably thc most severe and ardous
system north of Craven, and apart from its ¢xtreme remotcness from popular
caving areas, the systecm will only appeal to a small, slightly warped, minority
of cavers. Only the smallest cavers can enter the extension - and there secms
to bo little hope of cnlarging the squeezc. jidditional detorrents are loose
boulders, long wet crawls %a wet-suit is, of course, esscntial), and a risk
of flooding. Most of the dovmstream cxtension appears to flood very severely -
therc are hardly any formations - and a slight risé in stream level would make

- at least ono of the squcezes impassable. '

From the extension, rescue would be impessible.

Even the "old cave"is not free from hazards. .n incident which occured on
‘the Baster Monday trip will illustrate this. At one point in the passage
between the entry from the mine level, and the squeezc, one .climbs into a
passage c.8' above the strecam, to avoid an impassably tight section. Returning
up the cave, Chris missed the climb up, and crawled up the.lower Streamway -
and was rewarded by a rock fall, trapping his head owmd~awis. The rest of the
party, to whom orly his boots, srotruding.from the narrow rift, were visible,
could not offer any.by vocal help. Fortunately hne managed to extricate himself
after a few minutes, suffering only bruises and the loss of his (borrewed)

- lamp. . 3 . -

The \yleburn Mine Cave is now undoubtedly S.S.C. L
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Reports of MSG Msets November 1968 - April 1969.

2/11/68. COVERDALE. S.Hodgson, C.Langthorné, J.Longstaff, P.I.Ryder.

Due to extremely wet weather no caving could be contemplated. The entran,ceu of
Slape Gill Caves, recent YURT finds, were inspected.

4/41/68. _ASKRIGG AREA. -S.Hodgson, P.T.Ryder. .

A return was made to a previously discovered cave entrance in Arngill, only to
" find that the hillside had collapsed, blocking the entrance. The sinks near |
Whity Gill (SD 917.943), feeding Gxmop r151ng,Swa1edale, were 1nspectcd but
offered 1little hope of penetration.

16/11/68 HARD LEVEL GILL ARFA. J.Longstaff, P.F.Ryder.

Barras End Level was explored, in the hope of finding a way to Barras End Ifine
Caverns, but after a little over 2000' a series of roof falls were met. The
passage was draughting, but eventually became horribly unsafe, and a retreat was
beate A Grade V survey of Hard Level Gill Cave was then commenced. .

3C/11/68. HARD LEVEL.GILL AREA. J.Longstaff, P.F.Ryder, and G.M. and R.Davies.
A little cigging gave access to Old Gang Cave, length 30'+. (YURT)
More surveying work in H.L.G. Cave. '

7/12/68. GUNNERSIDE GILL. J.Longstaff, P.F Ryder.

Barbara, ‘fatersykes and Bunton Levels were visited, and other sites of interest.
14/12/68. _JACOB'S VWELL .CAVE, FROSTERLEY. C.Langthorne, P.F.Ryder.

Yhich provided an 1ntcreot1ng trip, in an unusual cave, quite easy. .
21/2/68. JACOB'S WELL CAVE, FROSTERLEY. S.Hodgson, A.Holmes, P.F.Ryder... -
Surveying - 840' of passage covered, more 4o go (in dry weather) .
25/12/68._FOSSDALE. S.Hodgson, P.F. tzyder.

Two caves, 20' and 30' long, found in Woffell Scar, and, at SD 863. 953,

Round H111 Pot found and explored, 30' deep and 60° long.

24/12/€8. GUNNERSIDE GILL. C. Carson S.Hodgson, P.Robinson, P.F.Ryders
Involving a hair-raising trip along an ice-covercd track above a 300' drop in
Colin's car, and the- discovery, cxploration and survey of Blind Gill Hole, ,
NY 935,019, 92' long and 36' dcep (sec survey), and BEwclcap Scar Cave and Pct. .
26/12/68. HOPT Lovel INE CAVE. C.Carson, J.Cooper, C.Langthorne, JeLongstaff, .
Attempts were made to cxtend the system P.Robinson, 2. Rydcrs '
upstrcam, but only 10' of passagc could be gained. Attempts 'dovmstrcam*® ,
amidst boulders and much mud, wecre less conclusive.

~0~0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 1969 0-0-0-0~0-0-0-0-0-0~
1/1/69 STOCKDALE C.Carson, S.Hodison, P.F.Rydcr.

A lot of snov-fillcd shalies, two impenctrable risings, and a very Wct, cold and '

severe cave, An Grainy Gill, which Stuart cxplored on his own, c.10' 1ong.

11/1/69. FAGGERGILL. S. Hod zson, P.F.Ryder, G.M. Davics (YURT) i

A natural cavc was found 200" intc the MAin Horse Level (NY 990.071+), and

explorcd for 30' to a muddy pool. 3loat Hole Level was explored with mtcrest

and Roughton Xeld viewed with pessimism.

14/1/69. HOPE LEVEL IINT CAVE . S.Hodgson, P.F.Ryder.

An unsuccessful attcocmpt to 'push' the dovmstrecam end. '

26/1/69, 1/2/69, 8/3/69, 8/4/69. ARKENGARTHDALE. J.K.Arrowsmlth L.Beevers,

S.Hodgson, A.Holmes, J.Knight, J:Longstaff, P.Robinson, P.I. Rjder-

See somc later report for the fruits of these activities, amidst raging bl 1z'7ards

decp snow and immovablc 'loose'! rockss So far, in a remotc vallcy, two pots have -

been found, neither of any great size, but we arc still optimistice ‘

15/3/69. L_,NC_xSTE{nJ\SIGILL « J.D.Atkings, LeBcovers, C.Carscn, Je.Knight, PeRydc:-.

A joint ISG/RUCC mcct, the first 'outside' meet of t‘nc ycar, and most enjoyablce

After the trip, the partj became involved in a rescue from Ifercgill Holes and

spent most of the night on Inglcborough, in a blizzard. )

5/4/69. E.ST GILL C.VES, KELD. C.Carson, J.Cooper, S.Hodgson, P.Robinson,

It had becn intendcd to visit Swindalc Pots, but these were found PoF. Rydcr.

to be full to their brims with snow. The fnorc southcrley of East Gill Caves -

Bast Gill Cave 1 - was visited, survecycd, and slightly cxtcndcd. The 1ength. is

ce 360" (sec survey). Fast Gill Cave IT was also visitcd {c.300' long). :

7/&/69. AYLEBURN MINE CAVE. J.K..irrowsmith, C.Carson, C.Langthornc, P.Rydecr,.
Sec clscwheree. . Je\WVeddcrburn.




8/4/69. FiGGERGILL , S.Hodgson, P.Robinson, 2.1 Ryders -
: The cave ”“CVlOUSly noted in the Main Hor<c Level was again v1s1tod. The
upstrcam passagc was spouting a huge watcrfall, and obviously uncntcrables The
muddy pool ‘'downstrcam' was partly drained, and Stuart inscrtcd, to prove that
the passage was hopclcssly chol:cd 5' beyond. A1l the shakcholes along the cast
flank of Faggcrgill were full of snow, and many werc taking sizeablc strcams.

17/1./69. NORTH ST.INIORE. L.Becevers, S.Hodgson, P.T.Ryder.

- A fow tight holes on the 11mestonc platcau cast of Smeltmill were inspected
and entercd, but all proved to closc down after a few fcct, gcacrally amongst
massos of rottlng shecp rcmainse. B s S

' FAGGERGILL - In the aftcrnoon, two dlgs were commencede

19/4/69. YLEBURN. L. Bccvcrs, J.Cooper, CsLangthornc, S.Hodgson, P.Ryder,
: Sec clscwh clucw%uro- . LeWorth.

Various walks in search of ncw caves, by various mcmbers, arc not
recported upon hcrc, although somc have provided venues for further mectse

-O-O—O-O—O-O—O-O-O-O—O-O O- ' :vfj“wﬁfj'
Bast i1l Caves, Keld. - ’ T oaes

Procecdlng up East Gill from Xcld, the first sitc of spclcologlcal
intercest is a triplc rising on thd cast bank, which is probably the watcr‘from
Swinncrgill Cave and Kirk. Two of the three risings arc from boulder ruckie -
.cvidently someonc has bcen trying to dig here - but the third, most southerley,
is from-a-low bedding, which sumps straight away but mlght bc diggable in dry
weather. Continuirg northwards, therc is a second rising from the cast bank
ce15' ‘above a pool and small watorLall on the Gille This rising (thu sinks arc
probably local) flows from a tight twisting passage, which, in damp condltlons,
becomcs somcwhat dangcrous after a few fect, as thc watc~ tcnds to back up in.
front of the -explorcr.

The first cave on the west bank, East Gill Cave I, is cvidently a sink
in wet conditions, and should not be entercd if there is any danger: of thg Gill
_.risinge. The cntrance is divided into two by a horlaontal Leaf  or. rocks About
30" Aowd thé cntrance crawl is a low branch on the r. Both this and the main .
entrance crawl lcad to a suprisingly” ‘large stroam passage - 5'-wide and 4-10"
high, which ‘suddenly .ends upstréam very near to the bank of the Gill - daylight
can-be secn through a small holec. .\ feow yards downstream of the cntry of the
main entrance passags, the large strecamway suddenly cnds in a blank wall, : with
to the re and 1. scremblcs up into rift avens. That on the le-is cs50' high,
and climbablc for c.30' to wherc a sizcablc inlct passage can bc secen but not
entereds Therc is rumoured to be an _upper cntranco to thls cave, and, if thig

oxists, this.must be-tho wey to it.:
o Bencath thc cntrance to the 1. aven, the small strcam flows into a wet
_ 'f’at—out' bedding, which quickly beccmes higher, to a small chamber, with a
passage on the l. with threc 12-15' avens. Downstrcam, two small passages, onc

a dry. ox-bow,-.lgad on..-It was herc that a 1littlc digging gave access to a 1little
more- higher passage, bcfore, at a cross-rift, thc stream flowcd into a 6" high
boddlnb- Both sink and flSlng for this cave are DrCQumably Tocal, though ncither
is obviouss

Not :far.to. the north of this: cavc, hlgh in- tho bar 'z 51dc, el t1gh and
damp (drlnvlnc) entrance drops inte a rift cave c.30' long, rcmarkable nnly .
for, 1ts attractive formatlons, in contrast “to the other longer.cavese

* Bast Gill Cave IT is: further north again, in a pvomlnont rift in the
cllff. The entrance is a hands-and-knecs crawl in mud, but ‘the passage hclgbtcns
and turns r., to a 'T"-junctions To thc re. is an 1mpassablo rift running back to
dayllght 4o the 1« soon cnds, but a low opcning in thc re wall leads into a
short flat-out crawl. The rth rassage becyond, nicely scalloped, runs over mud
hummocks, to a point wherc a large rock sccms to block the passages. Onc climbs
onto this and descends into a passage running at right-angles to the 1. -
larger cavers will find this an amusing manoevurc. .fter two morc slides aver
mud hummocks, a cross rift passage is rcachcd. Straight ahead soon beccmes
chokcds The low crawl to the r., evidently in times of flood an 'upstream'
passage, soon. bccemes very tighte The 'downstrcam' passage, to the 1., tuns
for c.60', with a right-angled bend to the 1., before cnding. The total length
of tth cavc, which is suprisingly diffecrent in character to ftha nearhy Ract

~ -



\ST GILL CAVE I

e NG S Uy 5/L/69. CRG Grade IV. Length c.360's C.C., S.H., P.F.R.
Scale: 1":20'.
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The Continuing Saga of Punchard.

*3

In the 'Meet Reports' section of this publication, preceeding this article
(if the pages of your copy are stapled in the correct order), there are secretive
references to 'digging in Arkengarthdale'. The following sad story explains all.

Punchard Gill is a major tributary of the Arkle Beck, on the south side,
Joining the Beck about half a mile above the village of Whawe A mile upstream
from the Arlle Beck, ~unchard-Gill divides into Great 2unchard Gill and Little
Punchard Gill, the twin valleys being divided for some distance only by a narrow
spur of land, Tcugue Ende 3oth Gills cut the #ain Limestone - which seems to dip
to the south-east, i.e. back into the hillside - within three“quarters of a milas
of their confluence.

The following reports of 1iSG activities in this area, “listed in chronological
order, could unfortunately be said to be almost typical of many "promising areas" ,
and previous grour work.
2Lth Jan. 1969 A solo walk by the Hon. Sec. Several features of interest were
found: A hole in a shake on the south-east side of Little Cunchard Gill
(NY 961.037) opening into a roomy chamber with a large choked rift and a wet
pitch leading on, an exciting 10' dcep hole beside Little Punchard Glll
'obviously a major sink', with a few rocks over lu, and a rather s1m11arly
positioned hole in Great LFunchard (NY 9)9.043), in similar condition, and -
emitting a cold draught. _ _ =
26th Jan. 1969: Messrs. Longstaff and Ryder visit the area, on the Ryder
motor-cycle. Routh Level, in Great Punchard (NY 962.044) was followed for
ce1500',. to where the yvater became more than ankle decp. The hole in Great
Punchard:Gill was "dug', and cntercd by J.C.L. with difficulty, into a small
chamber and aven, with a continuing fissure draughting but small and cholked.

The holc was vacased with even more difficulty. The pot high in thc side of
Little Punchard Gill was again inspected as far as the pitch, and digging at

the 'promising' hole by the strecam commenced, but one large slab proved very
avilward to movce

1st Febe 1969: A massive trip, in atrocious weather conditions (blizzard); to
Little Cunchard. John Arrowsmith, Les. Beevers, Gel Holmes, John Xnight and

P.F.R. The 'promising hole' again defied entry. The pot in the valley side was
entered; and Gel descended the 20' ladder pitch wnder a watcrfall of icy melt .
water, to find that there was no hape of progress from the bottom -~ the rising

is only 50' horizontally from the entrance anyway. The hole was named Stones

Pot - the collap5dd level ncarby is Stoncs Level - and is c.80' long and c.35°
deep. c .
8th March- 1969. Another desperate attcmpt foiled by even more desperate weathers !
Messrs. Arrowsmith, Beevers, Holmes and Longstaff hacked a deep shaft through
solid snow to-the rock bloc’lng the promising hole. A hammer was broken on this |
and it was time to go home. Optimistic notes prevail in tho Hon. Sec's meet ok
reports ("The rock should he casily removable esse. When the snow finally

clears).

8th Anrll 1969: Eester Tuesday - brilliant sun, only odd snow patches visible
hlgh on the fells. In high spirits after the Ayleburn breakthrough, and expcotant
of similar success, Stuart Hodgson, ©hil Robinson and P.I.2. rcturn to Little
Punchard - and find one snowdrift rcmaining in the gorge - a vast one, waist

deep at the edges. Hven the aprroximate position of our holc bencath it cou.d

not be found. However, clambering around the rocl:s above the drift, a new hole
was found, near the hcad of the jorge, on thc north-west bank of thc Gill, and
Jjust uvnder a shale scar on which grows a silver birch trecc.

Silver Birch Pot proved to be 45' decp, and ith a total leongth of 90'

The entrance shaft, 10' long and 3' wvidg, drops'18 with a scecond pitch lcading -
on dovm, to a depth of 45' (the wholc descent is climbablc, although a rope -is
a help). At thc bottom, a continuing passage could be sccn, but not cntered,’
through uasafe lvosc rockse This, howcver, is:lcading back to thc side of thé™~
Gill, and is not very promising (unless it actually runs undcr the bed of the
Gill). A Grade IV survey was madc of the Pot (here reproduced).

Pe ?R. wrotc to Dr J.0.Mycrs, of Leeds University, and cxpert on
hydrological mattcrs, cnquiring where the sinks in the gorge, when sctive,
might rise. Dr liycrs was of the opinion that the rising was a spring beside
the bridge in Great Puachard (NY 961.044), over half a milc away, and 200
lowicr (therc is a fault, or faults, between the Gills - the geology of the
wholc arca apncars rather complex, with limcestone outcropping at scveral
places in oach'Gill. A thin band of pcculiar limestonc by the ford over Little
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29th April 1969: The last (up to'nowﬁ act in the melmdrsma. Stuart and PFR, an

Stuwart's bike, return yet again to Little Punchard, with: hammer and :rope.

At last the snow is gone, and sron excavation is again under way. The offending,
boulder is finally removed. - revealing a hole 8' deep, with the only continuation
a fissure 3' high and 3" wide, full of clay and snow.

; However, the day was not entirely wasted, and a few new 'problems' were
fowds. A small choked fissure was found on the SE bank of the Gill near the top
of the limestone, opposite Silver Birch Pot, and a dam built, with the result tha
bar a trickle, Little Punchard Gill sunk. Within the next five or six hours
the water did not reappear in Little Punchard.

Leaving the stream happily sinking, Routh Level was again entered

aund explored to the end - estimated at between half and three quarters of a mile
in. Features of interest are, soing in, a rise (zlimbable?) on the r., some
blood-red mud deposits on the floor just before the first roof fall (merely a
heap of shale on the floor), the second rise, of considerable height and
unclimbable, bringing dovm a small stream, and the second roof fall, rather
larger and less stable than the first, not far before the third fall, which
completely blocks the passage. There arc no side passages, and the level,
driven in the lfain Limestonc, soon runs into, and rcmains in, shale.

On. leaving the level, it was noted that the ncarby rlslna (sce above)

~scemed to have become rather larger (but hardly large cnoush to account for

all the L.P. water). If this is not the L.P. resurgence (and if the water does

not go to the strange risinpg by the ford), then perhaps there is a 'long distance

system here (or ‘mor¢ likely the water finds its way into some old mine

-worlkines).
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A 'dig' was started at the rising, and some boulders removed to reveal the
sizeable stream flowing from thrce or four rifts, all watcrlogged and no more
than threc inches wide. Thus the 'Little Punchard Master Cave! is impenctrable
from this cnd as wecll.

Before leaving the arca, one morc intercstiny Testure was founde A few
hundred yards up Little Punchard Gill from the furd is en old level on the '
south east bank (on previous trips this mzst have beca completely buried by

. drifts). This is marked on the 0.S. map as Stoncs level, but (according to
Martin of the Yur$) this is incorrect. The 1evcl ends im a complecte fall after
‘aly 30', but from beneath the fall a strcam cmerges, flows 15' towards the
entrance, and then sinks under the l. wall (Llocking ia)s Tne hole taking the
stream, between solid rock floor amd unsafe wallliing, is small, but emits the
sound of a waterfall. However, a rising near the foot of the tip from the level
probably accounts for the strecam.

And that is the story up to the present day. iovbe the next MSG Journal,
or the one after that, will disclose that we, or someonc elsc, have found the
cave wnich may, or may not exist, in Little Punchard Gill. Maybe not.
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' A CAUTIONARY TALE ' —~—vﬂ_ﬁ~VUTWJA——

'l\/'&\;
A zcalous young caver mamed Sidney N,
Went grottinz onc day dovm a pot, ‘K:S' |
Traversing dangerous pitchcs, / 7
Frece-diving sumps, all the lot. ___h\ —————
M { vd‘g,
He sped swiftly down throu-h the caverns, i

Though his light it was not very brisht,
‘then in .onc¢ horrible momcnt -
He walked into a straw stalactite

As he stood there eyeing the fragments

His hoartbeat it almost did cease

-For behind him he heard the deep breathing
Of the CAVE PRESERVATION POLICE !¢

They bound him with a Krab and a belay,
And led him back up to daylight,

He was clubbed with a roll of Yurt surveys,
For trying to put Up a fight.

Sidney was chained to a boulder, q
Decep in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,

No longer to hear the birds singing,

Or the cows, in the preen fields, say "Mmu".

He was brought back to Craven for trial,

And quaked when hec saw the jury,

There were - Northern Pennine, Gritstone, ULSA, Castleton Caving Club,
Northern Cavcrn and ifine Research Socicwy, ‘/hite Rose, Bradford,

B.S.A., White Scar Show Cave Proprictors' Cammittece, Scttle and District
\Wfater Board, the Hebden Bridge Sanitary Inspector

And even the MSG. '

The judgec he zave out his grim verdict,

"Youv'c been on your very last trip, / \;<\ 5
You are sentenced to spend the next thousand ycars“{:}j:jizﬁ" q

Tied 'neath a calecitic drip! ".

««sse and now, in Blaeck Shiver Show Pot,
You can pay onc-and-six for the sight,
(The proceeds will go to the CNCC)

Of Sidnecy, cncased in calcite.

This literary cxtravaganza was compiled by the Hon. Treasurcr and Hon. Sec.




