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1. INTRODUCTION  

Itôs now about six and a half years since the issue of the last Moldywarps journal, MSG12, in late 

2008, and we seem to have enough material about new caves (and old mines) to fill another. The gap 

between MSG12 and its predecessor, MSG11, was 21 years, so it looks as though things are speeding 

up a bit.  Whatôs caused this ï more members, much fitter than in the past and working more 

diligently?  The finding of a sudden rash of easy-to-enter caves?  A widening of the usual area of 

exploration (traditionally the Northern Pennine dales)?   

No, none of these.  The current number of active ñestablishedò MSG members has stabilized at about 

four, with rarely more than two of these underground at the same time. And we still operate primarily 

in the Northern Dales.  And none of us is getting any younger, or fitter.   

So whatôs the reason?  We think the main inspiration nowadays is Pete Roeôs underground 

construction capabilities and his ability to tunnel through seemingly hopeless mine blockages to find 

natural cave beyond ï plus his disarming charm resulting in the recruitment to our ranks, if only on a 

very temporary basis, of a stream of young, naive and strong potential new recruits, usually from the 

ranks of the Swaledale Mountain Rescue Team.  However whatever the reason, we now have several 

kilometres of new cave under our belts, and although some of these have already been recorded in 

other august periodicals (either Descent or Cave and Karst Science) itôs necessary to maintain MSGôs 

established customs and record the findings in our own journal.  

The ñcoreò of this journal, and its most important content, is the description of the rediscovery and 

survey of Hudgill Burn Mine Caverns.  We must thank, for enabling our entry to this fascinating 

system, not Pete Roe but the Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society (CATMHS).  The bulk 

of the remaining content of this journal is the discovery of new cave usually accessed from the 

redundant mines of Swaledale and Wensleydale.  Although mostly short in length, these caves have 

consumed vast swathes of time and effort and so deserve to be recorded. And we finish with an article 

for those of a philosophical or spiritual mind (a very limited number in the caving world, we suspect). 

By the way, please donôt read this journal hoping to find out about the varied social events of the 

Group or its membership details.  We still havenôt got round to writing an up-to-date membership list 

(the last was published in 1981, we 

think) even though it would be very 

short, and the extent of recent social 

activity has been limited to a 

celebratory dinner in Alston shortly 

after the exploration of Hudgill Burn 

Mine Caverns began in earnest. We 

still possess a compass, tape measure, 

pick and spade, however. 

 

Early days in Devis Hole: the first 

fall in the entrance level and the notorious Devis drum(JD) 

2. Devis Hole Mine Caverns 
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For much of the early 2000s MSG members could be found digging or thrutching around in Devis 

Hole Mine near Grinton in Swaledale. This had resulted in the descents of shafts in Robinsonôs and 

Cranehow Bottom Levels and the discovery of the West Cave, South Cave and East Cave Series, the 

descriptions and surveys of which dominated the content of MSG12.  However the job in Devis 

wasnôt quite finished at that point.  Between the East Cave Series and the South Cave Series lies an 

unstable area largely of natural cave significantly modified by mining activity and known as Hornôs 

Workings.  Although this area had been briefly explored in the early 2000s, it had not been thoroughly 

looked at or surveyed, thus preventing the issue of a comprehensive survey of the natural maze 

passages in Devis Hole.   

Tony Harrison decided to plug this gap and during the summer of 2009 wandered around the area 

with a compass and tape measure in his hands, usually by himself.  Joined occasionally by John Dale 

and Pete Roe, especially for the descent and exploration of some natural shafts in the floors of the 

passages in this area, he eventually completed the job resulting in the production of the Hornôs 

Workings survey reproduced here.   

Even then, however, we werenôt quite finished with Devis.  John Dale took some friends from the 

York Caving Club into the East Cave Series in May 2012, finding a considerable length of attractive 

natural phreatic passage on the west side of the main East Cave Series passage. The survey of this, by 

John and Tony, caused them to look again at Wyvillôs Level a little further to the west, resulting in yet 

more natural passage, all duly recorded in the survey on a page in this journal.  

Before a complete survey of the Devis Hole Mine Caves could be drawn up there was a need to 

survey a small complex of cave passages, again much modified by mining activity, at the eastern end 

of Wellington Vein around Fawcettôs Level.  This was quickly dealt with by Tony and John Cameron, 

allowing the production of the overall survey (which graced the pages of Cave and Karst Science in 

mid-2012, and is reproduced herein).  

 

Early days in Devis: 

 Elaine Ryder in the 

Central Maze in the 

mid-1970s, in a 

passage at the very top 

of the Great Limestone, 

showing a prominent 

coral band in the 

passage wall and a 

blocky sandstone 

directly above (PFR) 
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